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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  III. 


The  scene  of  conflict  was  transferred  from  New  York  State  dur- 
ing 1778,  bnt  the  exposed  condition  of  the  frontiers  was  a  constant 
sonrce  of  anxiety  to  the  backwoodsman  and  to  the  •State  author- 
ities. The  contents  of  this  volume  are  given  more  to  civil  than  to 
mili  tar  J  operations  inasmuch  as  the  youngState  had  just  begun  to 
keep  house  and  the  governmental  machinery  had  not  adjusted  itself 
to  changed  conditions.  The  Tories  were  giving  the  Americans 
more  or  less  trouble,  and  every  person  who  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  was  incontinently  shipped  to  New  York. 

The  principal  events  that  happened  during  this  year  were  the 
acknowledgment  of  American  Independence  by  Louis  XVI  of 
Prance,  who  signed  the  treaty  of  Alliance  and  Commerce  in  Feb- 
mary,  the  acquisition  of  Baron  Steuben  to  the  American  forces, 
the  effort  on  Lord  North's  part  to  establish  peace  negotiations 
with  America,  and  his  sending  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  George  John- 
stone and  William  Eden  as  peace  commissioners^  who  were  re- 
pudiated by  Congress  because  of  the  attempt  of  Johnstone  to 
bribe  Colonel  Joseph  Beed^  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  the 
■igiiing  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  by  eleven  of  the  States, 
including  New  York,  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  the  first  minister 
from  France,  the  appointment  of  Benjamin  Franklin  as  our  first 
minister  to  France,  the  conquest  of  the  northwestern  territory  by 
General  George  Bogers  Clarke  and  the  selection  of  John  Jay  of 
New  York  as  president  of  Congress. 

In  military  matters,  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the 
Britiflli,  Jnne  18th,  followed  by  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  ten  days 
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Inter,  the  aitItaI  of  tke  Freneb  fleet  nnder  Count  d*£ctaini?  at 

Mandj  Hook  asd  the  horrible  maaaacrea  of  WjomiBg  and  Cherrj 

Vall^j  are  fla^fjecta  which  the  poet,  the  historian  and  the  noreligt 

havff  drawn  H^i^rallj  opt>n.     Washington's  armj  went  into  win- 

Xt^  'jaarters  in  hats  from  flanbarr,  Connectif ut,  to  Elizabethtown, 

NVw  Jenej, 

HUOn  HASTINGS, 

State  Historian. 
Hfate  Capitol,  Alfiany,  Aognst  9,  1900. 
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[No.  1153.] 

CLINTON  LOOKING  AFTER  HIS  FRONTIER. 

Bflierrs  That  of  More  Importance  Than  a  Northern  Expedition — 
Depleted  Condition  of  New  York, 

Poughkeepeie  8th  March  1778. 

Sir.  On  the  3d  Inst.  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  acknowledging 
the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  27th  Ultimo,  inclosing  one  to  his 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  which  I  have  forwarded  to  Head 
Quarters  by  a  safe  Hand.  Rest  assured,  Sir,  it  will  always  afford 
me  Pleasure  to  serve  you,  tho'  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you, 
that  Expresses  from  hence  to  Head  Quarters  are  not  so  frequent 
as  you  are  lead  to  believe,  so  that,  to  prevent  Delay  you  will 
please  to  mention  when  your  Letters  are  of  such  a  Nature  as  that 
you  woud  wish  them  to  be  forwarded  by  Express,  &  it  shall  be 
done. 

I  am  also  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  3d  Instant.  It  can't 
be  of  much  Importance  to  know  what  the  Fools  &  the  Mad  say 
roncerning  the  Northern  Expedition;  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  as- 
sure you,  Sir,  that  the  Sober  &  Wise,  with  whom  I  have  had  an 
Opportunity  of  conversing  on  the  Subject,  fully  approve  your  Con- 
doct  on  the  Occassion,  tho'  I  cant  with  equal  Justice  add,  that 
thoee  who  planned  the  Enterprize  without  providing  properly  for 
its  Execution  pass  without  a  Share  of  Censure. 


„. .      .'\iMis  '»K  «TEOEt«iE  Clinton. 

-. .:  i.u-  !\vo  «'<»ii][Kiiii»'«  nf  Vansi-haik's  Regiment, 

•  .1.  >oiv4ii*  ;ii  S-liobary,  &  if  the  Idea  of  the  North- 

xi'oiiuini  :-t  iiuiivly  triven  up  by  Congress  and  the  IMspo- 

,.1  >i  lilt-  IiiUiuu^  shoud  t>e  in  the  hast  Doubtful,  a  few  more 
I'l^j.iji.^  :ii  ihai  iiuarfnr  may  be  neressary  for  the  Protection  of 
i  111-   t''nmiiei*«s 

t  have  I  he  utmost  Reason  to  believe  that  there  [are]  a  nomber 
•  »l  pMiiiuus  imploy^^d  recruiting  for  the  Enemy's  Service  in  the 
Ni-i^hbourhoml  of  All»any.  &  that  they  have  been  but  too  suc- 
.♦•Na^iiill  in  that  Business.  Some  Important  Infonnation,  which 
I  nH»-ive«J  on  this  Subjtn.*t,  I  transmitted  three  Days  ago,  with 
\\i*'  Nam*:*  of  a  Number  <»f  tho  Persons  concerned,  to  the  Mayor 
of  th*:*  City  of  Albany,  and  d**sired  him  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
niaudiu^r  Ofth-t-r  for  Aid  to  ap[»rehend  tlitMu  -jHThaps  this  may 
pr«Nltire  a  further  Discovery  of  the  Conspirai-y  you  mt^ntion,  & 
f-nabU'  you  by  a  sudden  Stroke  to  crush  it  in  an  early  Stage.  It 
ist  niih  I'ain  I  confess  that  too  little  Pains  have  btM^n  taken  to 
recruit  our  Army. 

At  first  setting  out  the  Ho[»es  of  Reconciliation  injured  us 
jfrertflv;  it  inducefl  many  to  consider  th**  War  to  U*  a  mere  Tein- 
fMirary  HuHine^H  &  si  me,  we  have  not  been  as  Industrious  as 
m-  might  &  ought  to  have  been.  This  Stare  has  been  the  Scene 
of  War  almost  from  the  Beginning.  &  «onsidering  the  many 
Disiiilvantagen  it  labours  under  on  that  account,  <&  for  In- 
fernal KneniieH  mu**h  more  rmiil  ni»!  hav^  i»e«'n  reasonatdy  f*i- 
pii'feft  from  it. 

The  I>ef«-nii^  of  the  liivt-r  is  an  oi»j«*rt  of  the  last  Importance 

tn  America.     IjMie  Im  yet  d»»n«-  for  its  Si*riirify  tho  1  have  used 

«ftiiin  in  my  Power  to  effe<*t  it.     We  are  now  busied 

i^da  of  rhifl  s^tate  &  I  have  called  oq  Mas- 
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sailinfiptts  &  Ponnortinit  to  furnish  2000  of  theirs  to  assist  in 
the  iN^fenie  of  the  Kivt*r  &  Country.  I  am  much  of  the  ()pi»in- 
ion  that  there  is  not  a  Command  in  which  a  Gentlenmn  may 
have  a  better  Opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself  than  that 
which  Genl.  Putnam  now  holds  &  shoud  it  be  your  Lott  to  suc- 
ceed him  the  Change  will  afford  real,  Pleasure  to  your  Most 

Obed't  Serv. 

[G.  C] 

I  am  sorry  I  am  not  able  to  send  you  a  word  of  News.     I  have 
not  a  single  Paj^er  at  present  worth  reading.    The  first  I  get 
yon  shall  have. 
[To  Marquis  de  I^fayette.] 


[No.  1154.] 

Clinton  Reports  to  Washinffton  That  He  Has  Sent  a  Large  Supply 
of  Pork  to  His  Army, 

Poughkeepsie  8th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  5th  Instant,*  informing 
yoo  of  the  little  Success  I  had  in  procuring  a  present  Supply  of 
Provission  for  the  Army  under  your  immediate  Command.  I 
am  now  happy  in  being  able  to  tell  you  that  since  that  Time, 
I  have  had  collected  at  the  dilferent  Posts  in  West  Chester 
Coonty  so  much  more  as  will  make  in  the  whole  1700  barrels 
pork,  which  are  all  on  the  Way  towards  Head  Quarters.  I  ex- 
pect the  last  of  it  will  pass  the  River  at  King's  Ferry  and  New 
Bargh  Tomorrow.  I  beg  I^ave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency 
the  Propriety  of  sending  faithful  Active  Officers  to  the  differ- 
ent Posts  on  the  Route  to  forward  it  on.  Genl.  Parsons  is  fur- 
Bbbed  with  Ample  Authority  to  cause  an  Impress  of  Teems  & 

•Sm  i»ftce  M6,  Volame  U. 


6  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

Cjirria^oH  to  Im»  iiuulo  in  this  State  for  the  Purpose  aud  1  am 

perswadtHl  ]ie  ]ias  iS:  will  continue  to  exert  himself  on  the  Occas- 

8ion. 

1  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  inrlose  a  Ix>tter  I  have  wrote  to 

Congress  inclosing  a  Copy  of  one  to  the  State  of  Connecticut 

which  as  they  treat  of  Military  Matters  I  have  left  open  fei 

your  Excellen<*y's  persual;  you  will  please  to  have  them  sealed 

&  forwai*ded.     If  they  contain  any  Thing  inconstent  with  the 

good  of  the  Service  at  large  your  Excellency  will  be  able  tc 

point  out  to  (''ongress  wherein  I  have  Erred,  so  as  to  prevent 

any  Mischief  they  might  oceassion.    I  am  with  the  most  perfect 

Esteem  &  Kegard  Your  Excellency's  Obed't  SeiT't 

[O.  C] 
nis  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  1155.] 
Clinton  Urges  Expedition  in  Foitoardinff  the  Captured  Ordnance 

,;  Pouglike<»psie  9  March  1778. 

ii  Sir,  I  am  this  day  favoure<l  with  your  Tx^^tter  of  the  28  F€*bry. 

I  XJlto.    I  am  haj^py  to  find  that  the  proper  measures  have  been 

taken  for  bring'g  the  Cannon  left  at  Toconderoga  &c.  by  the 
Enemy  to  Albany  and  for  Stocking  and  mount'g  them;  in  the 
Executicm  of  which  there  caigiot  be  too  much  Dispatch  used  at 
they  will  be  wanted  Immediately  on  the  o[Kming  of  the  River 
I  am  not  able  to  supply  you  with  the  Iron  you  want  from  tint 
Quarter.  Colo.  Hay  D.  Q.  M.  G'l  for  the  Northera  Departm' 
must  supply  you  with  this  and  every  other  article  you  may  nee< 
for  this  business. 
I  wrote  to  Colo.  IJvingston  respecting  Iron  that  might  b 

H  wantcMl  for  the  Northward  and  I  suppose  upon  proper  applies 
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tioii  ho  may  got  it  tln^-e  if  not  ho  iiiUHt  ondoavonr  to  i)i()vi(lo  it 

oliH-wben*  as  that  business  must  not  be  delayed  on  any  account. 

I  am  Bir  your 

•   [Q.  C] 
Major  Ebenezer  Stevens. 


[No.  1156.] 

THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  LINK. 

AceuBed  of  BHbing  Two  Officers  for  Secttring  Relief  from  Certain 

Military  Duty. 

North  East  Presinet  Dutches  County  March  9th  1778. 

May  it  Please  your  Excelency,  The  Committee  of  Northeast 
Precinct  have  upon  due  Consideration  thought  Propper  to  present 
to  you  the  Inclosed  Proceedings  of  this  Committee  Respecting 
Jno.  Links  Bribeing  Capt.  James  Wilsson  and  Jno.  Gage,  in  Order 
to  obtain  a  Discharge  from  the  Conductor  then  going  to  Albany 
with  the  Slays  from  this  Presinet,  and,  Wr,  we  Humbly  beg 
Leave  to  Submitt  the  Matter  to  your  Honuour  to  Devise  propr 
Steps  to  be  taken  in  the  Affair. 

We  Remain  your  Sinceer  friends  &  Humble  Servants.  By  Or- 
der of  the  Committee. 

Casper  Rouse  Chair'n. 

Hig  Exeelenev  Geo.  Clinton. 


John  Link's  Statement. 
North  East  Presinet.     In  Committee  Chamber  March  9th  1778. 

Mr.  John  Link  came  before  this  Committee  (having  been  Cited) 
to  Shew  Reasons  if  any  he  had  why  he  did  not  Parrade  with  his 
Slay  and  Horses  at  the  House  of  Peter  Knickerbacker,  on  the  17th 
of  Peb'y  last,  in  order  to  proced  to  Albany  to  the  Q.  M.  G.,  sjiid 


'f  PiBi-tc  Papers  »>r  OEORr.E  Ot.ivT»>N\ 

L.ni  ^:Lvia^  Im:^u  Prt^vuiuiilv  Notifi^tl  mf  laipiytiifft-d.  a«HN>rdiDg  to 
in  *  »rti**r  *!$l  Ki-iyit'st  4kf  th»^  S^^^uate  Jk  Asw»hiiWt  of  thiA  HtAte  to 

2^a:)iv  -he  i^.  M.  G.  on  a  Suddea  ExejrH^nt.jr  Jkc. 

-  ^  ^       - 

Mr.  Link  iil^id^^  that  h^  hud  lV>Qe  a  ^jnr^at  d*L-al  of  Labour 
•me  ^ime  and  antKli*^r.  and  had  nothing  f'.^r  it.  &  that  in  fact 
lie  at^y^r  knit-w  chat  h<»  wa*  pLcf  h^  on  t>c  one  to  Drire  a  Slaj, 
.ind  har  he  TravM  (."apt.  Jaai*e!$  WLI^M^a  and  Jn«>.  Gag^eT^D  Poundi, 
M  'SIT  him  Diwfhar'^l  fri.^in  a:«,^Ltt^  ap  in  the  Servi^w-  to  the  Q.  IL 
'xt*n. 

<  in  *.'im»idt*rariim  -jif  rhe  Va:cteci  :c  appirtLrin^  Co  ihM  Com'ttee 
iui\  >iiiue  irianiEei^rjiH  X-'fL^rtrvs  had  bi^a  rakH»a  bj  Suqip*  p<r»0M 
il«'Ni)e«!.ni£  ^i.iL  Jill.  LiXL<>  '.vij:  L>".-<$4-Iiiiru^I  Jki.*. — jjui  fcaotrtd 
:i;li   Ml",    i  m.  Liiiii  le  pa:  :a   J  >  KtiilL 

Hiiin  Liiiii  )e>nii  >^-v'fr*i  >ii  :j.  ZhiLZ  xr'fr  lit*  irit»  Fti pre  Td 
iiti*  :ie  .'V!""!-*  v'-i  Uir  >isi;'  Jl  ■:t.ir*w»K  hi*  «.»*^p^£  TtHi  ptMiaii 
II  int-  Jiiufu*-  "I  r»  V  -1  i.j>  :v/i"?je»}.  X3it  >la7  X3it  ITiviirv.  b«t 
iM  Vfi»iiii  111  I  xi^  ''irvii'**  viO:"  mif  #*/iiii  ^Cmipi  'faaiif  ti  hsai  ani 
oiii  iiin  I  v.i»  ''•»""  jui'-i  7ir  ii*  Mii  i  JLia  t-i  «:^i  ig.  Jflit  Jtfkt 
•  lui  u*  TMiiiii  ri''-  iiiiL  r  iif  v'Mijii  ^'1  iim  •  "Jhuc  t.  an- «lji£  bfr 
oiri  iiin  If  v«ima  ^»'.*  niii  ?'n  /'nunih^  'fsij^f  'Soiii  71  tiin,  thiiC 
'.Lf*.'.  V  i>Mn  mti  le  luii  inU:  tiiuui  r.  luii  Tiur  "iiipr  unjmU 
f  ..  JIT  .im  Jiwuuit;!-!.  iiiii  liii  t.*«'-  ii-  v.-tti-  'JiiH'aur-^£  bt 
-♦r-»A>-   ••    *.a»T.  A'iHS^in  tiiu  •im.   :*au»f.   tini    niii  Titfin  "vt*  nn^r 

i-,:!.:  ♦•  vfci"  •••11  ▼riar  1  ir«ini>^i  "m.  iiii  I.  lu'-^*  mr  -hi  ilixi:^: 
li  .\ijt^'  «■.  :l  i-  ii-  ~ra  i*o:iius;  :iiti  '  »ii*.  Vitniu  SQiiiizf  UBt 
^.u  «T.T  i,:-^  *Ar  ::.-  II V-  toiiKit.  ii  :rni.  'im?'  uiiL  "hh  ac^ 
."•-i:r_«*'T?».  Jij  ■••:  a;-*  "•••:  ui  S-Te  lu*-  :iuv.  tnit  'zuac 
J-  J  :  -.T. -;:,♦.  .1-.  V  '►^-Ti  I,.-.  iiTu  \  *ie»:iv»*  it-  TlitT^iai>  it* 
•r  3-«*  J*-  iiu  »••  ^::  ••▼.  »»st  iiiii  I  ».*iui.  V'tHiQ  Jiaii 
1    mr  isoi»ft*t*i    M  .T»v    t,     .int.    aJih   tir-tit*:  a« 
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that  he  Never  Imploy'd  any  Other  person,  or  gave  any  Money 
Or  Other  thing  to  Endeavour  to  get  him  Clear  from  going  in 
the  Service,  and  that  Capt.  J.  Wilsson  nor  Jno.  Gage  Never 
Enconraged  about  giting  him  a  Dischg,  untill  he  Came  with  his 
Hordes  and  Slay  to  Peter  Kniekbacker  House — and  that  he  askt 
him,  said  Wilson,  whether  he  was  like  to  Procure  a  Discharge 
for  him — and  that  Wilson  told  him  he  must  go  to  Pulvers  and  he 
would  try  what  he  Could  Do. 

John  Oage  Sworn  Saith,  That  he  went  from  the  House  of 
Peter  Kjiickerbackers  to  Propers,  and  from  there  he  Rid  with 
Mr.  Jno.  Link,  and  that  Mr.  Link  askt  him  to  Interceed  with  Mr. 
Morehouse,  Conductor  of  the  Slays,  for  a  Discharge,  but  that  he 
made  Link  no  answer,  and  when  they  Got  to  Pulvers  he  heard 
JAnk  &  Capt.  Wilson  talking  about  geting  his  Horses  &c.  Clear — 
and  that  Link  again  askt  him  to  try  to  get  him  Clear;  he  Like- 
wise Overheard  Link  promis  Capt.  Wilson,  Ten  pounds,  if  he 
made  the  Matter  Clear;  and  that  he  heard  Capt.  Wilson  tell 
Link  he  was  Clear,  &  that  on  that  Mr.  Link  said,  why  then  I 
must  pay  you  the  Ten  pounds — which  on  hearing,  he  Spoke  in 
Jest,  why  I  ought  to  have  half  ont,  but  on  Going  Down  the 
Boad.theyall  Stopt  at  one  Minclair  Tavern,  and  while  we  was  there 
Mr.  Link  Spoke  to  Capt.  Wilson  and  said,  that  he  had  but  about 
Five  pounds  with  him;*wby,  sayd  Capt.  Wilson,  then  pay  that 
to  Oage — which  was  the  first  time  I  Realy  Knew  that  I  was  to 
hare  any  Share  of  the  Money,  Meaning  the  Ten  pounds  before 
Mentioned — and  that  hee  Heard  Wilson  &  Link  in  Conversation 
about  the  Other  five  Pounds.  Wilson  said  that  they  were  Neigh- 
boars,  and  he  was  not  Concerned  about  it,  &  Mr.  Link  Said, 
that  he  never  Should  have  the  trouble  to  ask  him  for  it,  for  he 
would  pay  him  as  Soon  as4iee  Got  home,  and  that  he  heard  Capt. 
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WilHOD  8ay.  tliat  thiH  Matter  Ought  to  be  Kept  Close  and  no 

wordH  made  of  it  80  that  it  gets  noised  abroad. 

Resolv'd  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  and  Mr.  James 

Heady  or  Either  of  them  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Exelency 

the  Governor  with  the  forgoing  Proceeding. 

by  Order  of  Commitee. 

Casper  Ronse  Chairman. 


[No.  1157.] 
CrmstructUm  of  Gun  Boats  Left  to  Qeneral  Schuykr's  Judgmtmi, 

Albany,  27th  February  1778. 

Dear  Governor,  Keceiv'd  Yours  of  23rd  Instent  &  agreeable 
to  Your  I^M|uaHt  will  do  my  Endeavour  to  Git  the  Cannon  Down 
from  Ticonderoga  &  Mount  Indepandent.  I  have  for  that  Par 
pose  Sent  I-aKt  inunday  Morning,  Bfxty  Five  Span  of  Horses  & 
K<*ighH,  &  will  ^^end  Tomorrow  morning  Thirty  Five  More,  from 
this  Town  whii-h  will  be  a  SulTetient  Number,  I  think,  to  Bring 
down  Said  Canon  that  is  leaft  for  I  have  Fourteen  Pieces  of 
Canon  here  already. 

The  lioards  at  the  Dilfer't  Saw  mills,  I  Expect  to  have  in  this 
Town  at  the  I>*tter  end  of  Next  week  if  the  Snow  will  permit. 

Geiieial  Persons  mentions  in  his  order  to  me,  to  have  Flatt 
HottfMu  Hoats  Huilt  with  one  IMre  of  Canon  at  the  Bow.  I  sh*d 
be  (Ill-ad  to  have  Your  Exellfiiry's  Derections  about  the  Siae  A 
Shape  of  Said  Boats. 

I  have  S<*nt  \o  N<'W  U(»n'(Mi^li  140  axes  100  Spades  and  ShoveU 
A:  100  Pi<kaxrs  f(»i'  tlir  Wrst  Poiiil.  1  aiu  in  haste  Dear  Gov- 
ernor Voiir  most  Ihiinbli*  Sarv't 

Cornelius  I).  AVynkoop. 

P.  S.    Plras*'  to  lit  (i«»nrijil  PtTwms  know  the  Contents  of  this 
Jell  IT. 
/To  Ooifruor  rnntrge  Clinton.] 
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Poughkeepsie  9  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  rec'd  your  favour  of  the  27  Pebry.  Ult.  and  I  am  happy 

to  find  that  you  are  getting  the  Cannon  down  from  Ticonderoga 

&c.  to  Albany  &  the  boards  from  the  Different  mills;  as  to  the 

Size  and  Shape  of  the  Piatt  bottom  gun  boats  proposed  by  Genl. 

Parsons  to  be  built,  I  wish  you  to  advise  with  Genl.  Schuyler,  and 

have  them  built  according  to  his  Idea  of  what  will  be  best.     I 

am  Sir  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Cornel's  Wynkoop. 


[No.  1158.] 

FILLING  VACANCIES  IN  TEN  BROECK'S  BRIGADE. 

The  General  StiSfncious  of  Hessians  Who  Have  Enlisted  in   the 

American  Army. 

Albany  261  h  Febry.  1778. 

Sir,  I  did  my  self  the  honour  to  write  your  Excellency  the  19th 
Instant,  &  Inclosed  you  a  Return  of  my  Brigade  since  which  I 
have  Rec'd  the  Inclosed  Return  of  Collo.  McCrea's  Regt.  Collo. 
Whiting  I  understand  attends  the  assembly.  I  have  not  had 
Return  of  his  Regt.  nor  of  Collo.  Van  Woerts  since  August  1776, 
the  Total  of  Collo.  Whiting's  Regt.  then  was  453.  Coll.  Van 
Woerts  was  225  men. 

By  the  appendix  to  the  militia  Law*  Passed  in  August  1775, 

'Appendix  to  the  rules  and  orders  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  Colony  of 
Xtw-York, 

1st.  AM  the  desire  of  promoUon  in  the  public  service  is  extremely  laudable,  and 
therefore  should  be  so  tar  Incouraged  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
pabljc,  and  at  the  same  time  may  not  be  construed  into  a  design  of  countenancing 
promotions,  of  coarse  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  every  company,  to  have  a 
t«ard  in  elections,  to  promote  to  offices  according  to  rank,  so  far  as  may  be  con- 
tinent with  true  merit  and  ability  to  serve  the  public. 

2Dd.  That  where  ever  a  sufficient  number  of  minute  men  do  not  voluntarily  turn  out 
of  aoy  regiment  of  the  militia  of  this  Colony,  to  complete  the  proportion  in  the  afore- 
said mles  and  orders  required,  the  deflclenry  be  made  up  by  lot  from  those  companies 
io  which  such  deficiency  shall  happen. 

3rd.  That  tbm  militia  of  ths  coonties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  be  two  seyaratQ 
hrigadw* 
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the  Kank  of  the  officers  is  fixed  giving  Preference  to  Counties; 
tlie  like  method  lias  bc»en  observed  iii  this  County  by  giving 
Pn^ferences  to  Districts;  many  Gentlemen  who  bore  Com's  under 
the  former  Governmc^nt  &  Frieiuls  to  the  Glori(»us  American 
Causae,  hold  Com's  under  Ihe  IVesent,  &  by  this  arrangement 
are  Injured;  as  I  understand  that  new  Com's  are  to  be  given 
and  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Kxcellency,  that  great  Tneasi- 


4th.  That  when  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  with  respect  to  bis  being 
flni'd  in  consequence  of  the  abovo  mentioned  rcgulattons.  the  committee  of  the  clt7. 
town,  manor.  pre<-inct  or  district,  where  the  cause  of  complaint  arlseth.  upon  com- 
plaint made  to  them,  shall  have  power  to  heai;  and  determine  the  matter,  and  If  said 
complaint  shall  appear  to  be  groundless  and  vexatious,  the  complainant  shall  forfeit  ■ 
sum  equal  to  the  flne  In  dispute,  to  bo  levied  upon  his  goods  and  chattels  by  warrant 
fn.>m  the  chairman,  directed  to  a  seijeant  of  the  company.  The  said  forfeiture  to  ba 
ai  plied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fines  in  the  before  said  regulations  are  applied; 
uiiil  that  no  man  shall  be  fined  for  want  of  powder  and  ball,  who  shall  produce  i 
receipt  from  his  captuin  of  his  having  dep<isited  in  his  bands  six  ahilllugs  and  nint 
pence  fur  the  purchapc  of  those  nrtieles. 

3th.  That  besides  the  Htatrd  meetinKS  of  the  eonipunics  of  the  militia.  It  be  rccom- 
nit'T.dod  to  the  comniinsionvd  and  non-rommitisicned  officers,  to  use  all  possible  dlllReii«-e 
to  lerfect  their  comjianies  in  the  military  an,  by  inviting  them  together  In  small 
paitirs  ai«  often  as  they  conveniently  can  nict-t. 

cth.  That  althouKh  pcrsniis  above  r>0  years  of  ape  are  not  required  to  be  enrolled  is 
th"  militia,  yet  it  is  most  carnt'Htly  recoinmended  to  them  that  they  be  respei-'tiTelr 
proviiled  with  arms,  n<-('outiiments  and  aniniucition.  as  though  they  were  required  to 
be  (>iinill«'d. 

7th.  That  it  be  earnestly  reronimended  to  every  man  in  the  militia  to  provide  himself 
«ith  a  bayonet  properly  fitted  to  his  musket  or  firelock. 

^th.  That  no  new  troojis  of  liorKe  be  formed  unless  an  augmentation  be  rccommoodid 
bv  ConKrcss  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

l<th.  That  all  persons  ineurrlug  tho  penalties  for  non-attendance  and  disobedlcDt-e  of 
onlirs  sperified  in  the  twelfth  clause,  sh.ili  for  every  default  lucur  the  forfeiturps 
thircin  annexed  lo  the  fli-st  default,  notwithstanding  their  being  held  up  as  enemies  of 
the.r  country. 

pith.  That  the  minute  men  meet  in  their  respective  companies  on  the  first  and  third 
MmidayH  In  ev«>ry  month,  and  fiasii  through  the  necessary  military  exercise  tinder 
their  proper  off\rvrp,  and  that  f<r  the  second  meeting  In  every  month  the  ofBceni  sod 
pKvati's  bo  respectively  allowed  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops  agreeable  to  tbo  ncv 
eFt'tblishnient:  pri>vidcd  that  tlie  c-Dniniandtng  officer  of  each  minute  company  who  shall 
be  prrspnt  at  the  muster  and  exercice  of  each  respective  minute  company,  do  dellTtr 
to  the  i-omniitiee  of  the  rjty.  tnnn.  i)reoiiiet  or  district  In  which  they  shall  so  meet  to 
e>«  n-isr.  a  niiisfT  ml]  of  the  r^oniniissioned  and  non-eomniissioned  ofHcera  and  private* 
of  ili»ir  ri-sp«-(:tive  ronipaiiK'H,  who  did  .Tctually  appear  and  exercise  until  they  wi-ro 
disiiiL-si  (1  liy  the  <  oinnuciilinK  ofil<'er.  sworn  to  by  tlic  officer  who  was  present  and 
f.  I  .Mi;i7if!»  «1  fnr  till-  d'ly;  und  th.'tt  besides  thtsr-  reKtilations  it  be  recommended  to  them 
t  I  irw»'t  III  >n'  ti  subdivis.nns  ipf  t-a-'h  f-onipany  nnd'T  n  proper  officer,  as  will  be  moit 
III  \iri;iiit  for  tlii-ir  ftiiimi't  nnftrnK- 

i  r|..  That  if  iui>  otTIi  i  r  slioiiiil  nniir  tn  ntrct  aiid  «-\frrl.4t'  his  men  ui»on  the  day* 
Jill"  iiN'i.  "I-  yli.iP  t!inniL'ii  f.ivniii  nr  arti.  timi  rn  ulcit  to  l<vy  any  fines  In  the  said 
riili-  iml  i.Mlirs  fill  r.  ^'iiliit  nu'  th.-  iinlfia  r-qumd  to  Im'  b-vied.  he  shall  forfeit  for 
cvt  1  \  -M  h  im-kIi  it.  ttiM  sum  nf  4"'«.  to  fi.-  levied  and  Jipp1i*>d  as  is  directed  In  Ibo 
t\.«lfiJi  '  lausi   of  fin-  lii'fnri*  rtfi-rnd  to  r»LMil;nions. 

l.'tij  /,'•  sfi/rr #/.  T'lat  ilit-  oIliitTs  of  iho  niiMuto  (ciinpanirs  that  are  already  chosen,  do 
conn  line  their  oifii  «'s  nil  the  furth<T  urd«-is  of  tliis  or  some  future  Congress.— Joarnal 
of  riovincial  Congress. 
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iH^ss  is  Sabsisting  in  my  Brigade  on  this  account,  which  unless 
Provided  for,  will  Undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  Severall  of  my 
best  Officers  Declining. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  Hessian  Deserters  in  this  County, 
k  I  am  Exceedingly  Concerned  to  find  that  a  Considerable  num- 
ber of  them  by  large  Bounties  have  been  Tempted  &  are  Re- 
tamed  in  the  Present  Draft  made  out  of  my  Brigade;  for  my 
I>art  I  think  they  are  men  that  Cannot  be  Depended  on;  if  your 
Excellency  is  of  this-  opinion,  I  Could  wish,  Sir,  you  will  give 
some  Direction  to  Prevent  the  like  Practice  for  the  future.  With 
the  Greatest  Esteem  I  Remain 

Yoor  Excellency's  Most  Obdt.  &  Hum'le  Serv't 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excell'ey  Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  9th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Tetter  of  the  26th  Ultimo  inclos- 
ing the  Return  of  Colo.  McCrea's  Regiment.  I  observe  that  you 
have  not  either  with  this  Return,  or  those  transmitted  me  with 
your  Letter  of  the  19th,  pointed  the  Persons  most  proper  in 
your  Opinion  to  fill  the  Vacancies  in  your  Brigade,  &  tho  you 
mention  it  as  your  Oppinion  that  many  of  the  Officers  relnrned, 
ought  to  be  struck  out  for  disafection,  yet  such  Persons  are  not 
particularly  mentioned.  With  the  Assistance  of  the  Field  Ofli- 
cere  of  your  Brigade,  you  will  certainly  be  better  able  than  the 
Council  of  Appointment  can  be  supposed  to  be,  to  point  out  in 
the  Lists  of  the  different  Regiments,  such  Officers  as  are  dis- 
quallified  to  serve  their  Country  from  disafection,  or  other 
Cause,  &  from  the  particular  Knowledge  that  you  &  they  must 
kave  of  tlie  Military  Characters  of  the  People  composing  the 
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ditTorent  Regiments.  It  cannot  be  a  difficult  task  to  say  apon 
the  whole,  who  are  best  qiiallified  for  Officers.  This  is  all  I 
want.  The  Council  mean  it  only  by  way  of  Information,  to  en- 
able them  to  discharge  their  Duty,  and  as  I  have  Reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Council  will  not  continue  to  sit  long  at  this  Time, 
I  must  begg  that  you  will  without  Delay  comply  with  this  Re- 
quest, otherwise  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  officer  your 
Brigade  at  the  present  Meeting.  It  may  be  Inconvenient  for 
all  your  field  officers  to  meet  together,  but  such  of  them  as  are 
near  you,  may  be  exi)editiously  done,  and  forwarded  in  season; 
due  care  will  be  taken  to  remove  the  uneasiness  in  your  Bri- 
gade occasioned  by  the  undue  arrangement  of  the  officers. 
Justice  will  be  done  such  of  them  as  far  as  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Council  of  Appointm't.  It  is  exceedingly  wrong  to  re- 
ceive Hessian  Deserters  in  the  room  of  militia  to  be  raised  and 

1  expect  you  will  not  Suffer  it.     1  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck.] 

P.  8.  we  shall  be  able  to  fix  Colo.  W  hiting's  &  Colo.  Ren8^ 

laer's  Regiments  as  those  Gentlemen  are  on  the  Spot. 


[No.  1159.] 
Supplies  for  OanseioorVs  Regiment. 
Sir,  I'lease  to  deliver  to  Colo.  Gansevoort  or  his  order  for  the 
use  of  his  Regt.,  GOO  Shirts,  and  the  one  fourth  part  of  all  the 
Blanckets,  Shoes,  Hatts,  Stockings,  Bi-eecrhes,  Coats  and  waist- 
coats which  you  have  in  the  State  Store  taking  a  proper  receipt 
for  the  same. 

datiMl  at  Pouj;lik<vpsie  the  \)  March  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

To  Mr.  John  Henry,  Comnry  of  Cloathing  for  the  State  of  New 

York. 
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[No.  6408.]* 
General  Parsons  Asks  for  More  Troops. 

Robinson's  10th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  last  is  fully  eatisfactory;  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  your  Licence  to  procure  a  warrant  for  much  of  my  CJonduct. 

We  shall  begin  to  break  Ground  in  Two  Days,  when  we  shall  be 
able  to  employ  500  men  more  than  we  now  have  to  great  advan- 
tage; In  Ten  Days  or  a  fortnight  we  can  employ  500  more.  I  must 
beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  this  Subject  and  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  order  these  additional  Troope  as  soon  as  possible. 
Genl.  Schuyler  writes  me  he  thinks  300  or  400  men  may  be 

Spard  from  Albany,  I  wish  your  Excellency  to  request  the  Mar- 

v. 
quis  to  order  them  down,  and  that  Col.  Putnam-s  Regt.  may  be 

of  the  number;  he  will  be  very  useful  being  much  acquainted  with 
the  Duty  of  an  Engineer;  but  I  beg  you  not  to  Suffer  the  Con- 
gress fi  own  Regt.  of  infernals  to  make  Part  of  the  Number. 

Sylvanus  Hait  who  lives  near  this  House  has  gone  to  ye  Enemy, 
and  left  his  Family,  One  Swim  and  Sundry  other  Tories  in  this 
Vicinity  ought  also  to  be  remov'd  to  make  Room  for  the  Troops 
as  well  as  for  our  own  Safety:  I  wish  y'r  Excellency  to  give  the 
Neees«iiry  Orders  for  their  immediate  Removal;  as  they  are  all 
upon  RDbinson*8  Estate  I  suppose  the  Committee  of  Sequestration 
will  remove  them  if  y'r  Excellency  directs.     I  am  with  Esteem  y'r 

Obed't  h'l  Serv't 

Saml.  H.  Parsons. 
Gov*r  Clinton. 

•Prom  Volume  XXIV  Clinton  MSS. 
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[No.  llfiO.] 

Formal   Xotice   That   Netc   York   Has   Ratified   the  Artideg  of 

Confederation. 

Poughkeepsie  10th  March  1778. 
lit^ntlemen.  You  will  receive  with  this  from  the  Bearer,  Mr. 
David  l^irclay«  an  Exemplification  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislatore 
of  :he  State  for  ratifying  the  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation 
«^  ix-ri>etual  I'nion  Unween  the  United  States  of  America.  I 
h.'ixe  The  Pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  this  Important  Act,  passed 
tnah  Rrancht^  of  tlie  L^'gislature  unanimously,  early  in  their 
prv-sk-ni  Mtvting.  and  you  woud  have  received  the  Exemplifica- 
zU'Ti  *i'ng  t>t^rt*  now.  Had  Mr.  Livinjrston  to  whom  it  was  delivered 
»r:  v»ui  for  Congress  at  the  Time  he  gave  me  reason  to  expect 
1  LiTr  the  Honor  lo  be  with  due  Respect  Gentle'n  Yoor  Most 
•-•iied':  Serv'i 

[o.a] 

^Tt  New  Yv»rk  Delegates  in  Congress.] 


[No.  1161.] 

THE  SECESSION  HF  VERMONT. 

EaB^ax.  Cmmhrfiand  dmntf,  Dtxia^rM  Jt$  AUepianoe  to  Xttc  Tort. 

Wt  :b<'  SubscTiU-rs  InhaMuiTiis  in  thf  Ti«^Ti  of  Hallifax,  in 
111*-  C-iicnry  of  CunilierUnd.  and  State  of  New  Tort,  having 
^i^w-c  H:>  ExiflK'niji  i>f\*»uriu'r  Clini^n's  PiMclamation,  Dated 
zitt  2!ic  r»ay  of  Fehruarx  l4i>i.  R«»sj»fr:iTig  l^ifii-nlnes  and  Dis- 
pcT*^  Sctisistin^  in  Pan  nl  the  County  nf  Alhany.  and  the 
LrtiCB^ie*  of  ChaHoitt\  Ciniibt^rland  and  iiloucesier,  and  hariiig 
I'l;  it^rnsts:  :ht'  said  Pr.ii  lamation  and  the  Mauers  iheraa 
Luii:aiai-d.  IV  Re: urn  our  himrr^  Thunks  tti  bis  Exeellenry,  to 
4%t:  fiflBosrable  Senate  and  AsM^nihly,  f«ir  :bt  Salntaiy  Mc 
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ures  taken  for  Settleing  the  Peace  and  Unity  of  these  Northern 
Countieil,  and  notwithstanding  the  uneasiness  of  many  Disaf- 
fected Persons;  we  do  freely  Comply  with  the  Terms  of  said 
Proclamation  and  Rejoice  to  find  Such  Pacific  Sentiments 
therein  Contained,  Not  in  the  Least  Doubting  but,  on  Suitable 
application  we  may  have  Redress  of  all  Greirencies. 
Dated  in  HaJlifax  March  ye  10th  A.  Dom.  1778. 


Alexander  Stewart,, 
Peter  Pattison, 
Robert  Gillis, 
Thomas  Clapp,  jun'r, 
Jonathan  Safford, 
Daniel  Safford, 
Benoni  Cutbeth, 
James  Clark  Jun, 
.  William  Gault, 
Elijah  Edwards, 
G^eorge  Lyons, 
Elijah  Edwards  June, 
Joseph  Bell, 
Joseph  Lyons, 
Dan  Rnde, 
Asa  Clark, 
Elisha  Clark, 
Josiah  Clark, 
James  Henderson, 
Isaac  Orr, 
Elijah  Clark, 
Matthew  Oettie, 
Joseph  Gillis, 


Thomas  Giliis, 
Samuel  Clark, 
Pelatiah  Fitch, 
Henry  Henderson, 
Pelatiah  Fitch,  Ju'r., 
Elisha  Fitch, 
John  Avery, 
Samuel  Stanton, 
Robert  Patison, 
Moses  Kimball, 
William  Potter, 
Benj.  Henry, 
John  Pennel, 
James  Clark, 
Saml.  Clark,  Ju'r., 
Joseph  Stewart,  Ju'r., 
John  Cary, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Nathan  Freeman, 
James  Cary, 
David  Henderson, 
Samuel  Baker, 
Nathan  Williams, 


[So,  11»CL] 
T/u5  Governtir  ReturnM  rrtinmtl  Siutk^lnmd'9  LUt  to  Be  PerffcUd. 

P«*nghk#-*^e  10  Man^h  1778. 

Hir,  I  am  tllrf-rU'd  hy  hiH  Eir-i^Ilenrj,  the  GoverDor,  to  lufonn 
y«Hi  that  rlu?  IiHf.  <if  the  oflfii-ers  of  your  Regt.  returned  hy  von  a 
few  days  siiK'e  in  entirely  inronipt-tt-nt  for  the  purpose  wanted,  as 
the  Council  of  Appiiinrm't  cannot  discover  from  it  the  old  officers 
from  thoHe  Intendtf^l  to  l>e  newly  appointed;  His  Excellency, 
therefore,  orders  that  you  Immeiliately  return  a  list  of  the  old 
officers  and  of  those  Intendefl  by  you  and  the  other  field  officers 
to  fill  up  Vacancies,  if  any  you  have  in  the  Regt.  and  if  any  of 
your  old  officers  are  to  be  displaced,  you  must  in  your  return, 
assign  your  reasons  for  it,  and  point  out  particularly,  the  per- 
sons names  who  are  to  supply  their  places  so  that  the  Council 
may  be  fully  enabled  to  make  proper  and  Just  appointments. 

1  am  Sir  By  lUs  Excellency's  Command  Your  Obed't  Serv't    • 

Rich'd  Hatf'd,  Sec'y. 
Colo.  Sutherland. 


THE  NEED  FOR  MORE  TROOPS. 

Thv  Uonriwv  Vails  the  Legislatures  Attention  to  This  and  Other' 
Important  Subjects. 

•(Jeiith^nieii,  IMirnuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Congr**s8,  of  the  ISth  of 

February  last,  authorizing  and  requesting  me  to  snperintend  the 

ItiiMiiieHH  of  obstructing,  fortifying  and  securing  the  Panes  of 

(he  Noi  til  or  Hudson's  River,  agreeable  to  their  Re^lotion  of  the 

Mil  of  November,  and  to  employ  the  Militia  of  this  Sntte,  Mud  to 

(!|ili  iJ|*oii  I  hi-  HiateM  of  Maswichusetis  Bay,  and  Coone^ticQt.  for 

i$k  at  their  Militia  as  may  be  thought 
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those  States  can  spare,  for  executing  that  important  Business; 
a  Copy  of  which  Resolutions  you  will  receive  with  this  Message. 

I  am  to  request,  that  you  will  provide  for  the  raising  and 
caling  into  Service,  seven  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
for  those  important  Purposes,  to  continue  in  Service  to  the  first 
of  January  next.  In  Consequence  of  the  Resolutions  referred 
to,  I  have  also  requested  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut two  thousand  three  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  those 
States,  for  the  same  Service,  making  in  the  Whole  three  thousand 
Men,  which,  with  such  Continental  Troops  as  may  be  spared,  I 
have  judged  only  barely  sufficient  for  this  Service.  The  States 
at  large,  and  this  State  in  particular,  is  so  immediately  inter- 
ested in  the  speedy  Execution  of  this  Business,  that,  I  trust,  any 
Arguments  to  excite  the  Legislature  to  a  speedy  Compliance  with 
this  Request,  would  be  unnecessary. 

I  have  only  to  observe,  that  I  am  induced  thus  far  to  exercise 
the  Powers  vested  in  me  by  Congress,  to  avoid  the  Delay,  which 
declining  it,  would  necessarily  occasion,  as  the  Legislature  will 
readily  see,  that  while  they  continue  sitting,  it  would  be  alto- 
gether out  of  my  Power  to  pay  that  Attention,  (which  I  would 
wish  to  give)  to  the  Works,  for  the  Security  of  the  Passes  of  the 
River,  and  which  their  Importance  demands,  and  the  Safety  of 
ihis  State  absolutely  requires. 

You  will  also  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of 

Congress,  of  the  9th  February  last,  recommending  it  to  the  Legis- 

latures  of  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws  for  the  most  speedy 

and  effectual  Recovery  of  Debts  due  to  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Pooghkeepsie,  March  10,  1778. 
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[No.  1163.] 

LojfaliBt  Cuyler  Notifies  Isaac  Man  of  the  ProhdMe  Exdmnge  of 

His  San. 

N.  York  11th  March  177a 

Sir,  Yours  of  the  M  Inst,  was  deliTer'd  me  by  lient.  Howorth, 

and  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  SoIIicited  the  Exchange  of  yoor 

Son  Thomas  (whoms  Situation  is  deplorable)  and  I  have  the 

pleasure  to  inform  you,  of  having  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  obtain 

leave  fur  a  Rebel  Lieut.  Davison,  to  return  home  on  Parole  on 

Condition,  that  your  Son  Thomas  is  Suflfer'd  to  come  to  this  place 

on  the  Same  terms;  of  which  I  flatty  myself  he^Il  not  be  deny^d; 

I  Assure  you  it  Affords  me  Singular  pleasure  to  render  Service 

to  any  good  Subject,  and  more  perticular  to  elivate  the  dii 

of  those,  that  Suffer  for  their  upright  Attachment  to  their 

&  Country;  please  to  remember  my  friendship  to  all  good  Sab- 

jects  that  may  enquire  After  me;  I  remain  Sir 

Your  very  Hum'e  Servant 

A.  a  Oajiet. 
To  Mr,  Isaac  Man. 

N.  York  lOth  Harch  177S.    This  day  was  delivered  in  my  Ou- 

rmly  by  Mr.  Andriei}  Huyck,  five  half  Joes  from  Mr.  Henry  Van 

Mf^haai?JL  also  a  N.  York  live  Pound  Bill  from  Do^  and  Eighteen 

prmndn  ^.  York  Paper  Money,  from  Mr.  Cdr*s  Van  Schancky 

J9\twii  .^fims  w:il  Iier»^ufter  be  deiivt;r\l  to  the  Order  of  the  said 

R%%yf'ic  '%r  iibitv**  mKntiun'd  persons;  safe  danger  of  lire  Jk  ocher^ 

A.  C  Cnyier. 
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[No.  U64.] 
Excessive  Price  for  Transporting  Iron. 

The  Village  11th  March  1778. 

Sir,  The  Letters  for  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  as 
well  as  those  for  the  E^tward,  were  forwarded  immediately,  by 
Express.  It  seems  to  be  the  Generals  opinion,  as  well  as  Col. 
Halcom'S)  that  the  Chain  ought  not  to  be  mov'd  till  the  works 
are  in  some  Measure  defenceible.  I  shall  therefore  decline  their 
Removal,  till  I  have  the  Honour  of  wait'g  on  your  Excellency 
again. 

I  intend  availing  myself  of  the  Teams  that  carry  the  Salt  Pro- 
vision to  Morristown,  and  have  them  loaded  back  with  Shot  &c. 
from  Ogden's  and  HolTs  Works. 

Mr.  Faish  tells  me  that  he  has  given  50  £  P  Ton  for  the  Trans- 
portation of  Iron  to  the  Biver,  which  is  a  most  astonishing  Price. 

It  IB  said.  Col.  Nixon's  Regt.  has  relieved  Col.  Meigs,  below. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdt. 

and  very  HomUe  Serv't 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1165.] 

Comgress  Assumes  a  Certain  Financial  Responsibility, 

In  Congress;  11th  March  1778. 

Resolvedy  That  whatever  expence  may  be  incurred  by  the  exe- 
cutive authority  of  any  State  in  executing  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  9"  of  Feb.  last,  authorizing  the  executive  powers  of 
evef7  State  to  suspend  for  misbehaviour,  or  remove  as  super- 
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nnraerary,  any  ofScers  of  the  staff,  or  other  civfl  officers,  shall  be 

duly  paid  apon  the  accounts  being  laid  before  the  board  of 

trea^nry. 

Extract  from  the  minntes; 

Ghas.  Thomson  sec^. 


[No.  1166.] 
Governor  Clinton  Cdtts  Commissary  Gray  to  Account. 

Ponghkeepsie  11th  March  1778. 
Hir,  I  am  informed  by  Capt.  Benson  that  yon  object  against 
dr-Iivering  to  the  Ship  Carpenters  employed  under  his  Direction, 
their  back  Rations  of  Provissions  &  Ram.  You  must  be  sensible 
it  woud  be  very  Inconvenient  for  these  People  to  draw  their 
Daily  allowance  at  Fishkill;  it  woud  be  equally  so  to  keep  a 
I><»p'y  Commissary  here  to  supply  them.  It  is,  therefore,  for  the 
good  of  the  Service  that  they  be  supplied  in  the  manner  agreed 
to  with  them  by  Capt.  Benson  at  the  End  of  every  Month  &  I 
expect  you  will  comply  with  that  Method  allowing  them  what- 
ever is  now  due  to  them.    I  am  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Commissary  Gray. 


[No.  1167.] 
Joshua  Wells  Vindicated, 

roiij?hk(4?pHie  11  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  Gcnl.  rutniini  called  upon  me  some  time  before  you 
arrived  to  that  ])08t,  to  he  informed  of  the  Character  of  one 
JoHhna  WellH  whose  Effect  h  were  Seiz^^l  in  Suffolk  County  on 
Lonj;  Island  and  hrouj^ht  otT,  by  a  party  under  your  Command 
and  d('taiu<Ml  iiiitill  liis  true  (Miararter  ronld  be  known.  I  was  nut 
acquainted  with  the  nuin  myself  and,  therefore,  I  desired  aome 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature  who  lately  resided  on  Long  Island, 
to  obtain  the  Necessary  Information  respecting  Wells  in  Conse- 
quence of  which  the  enclosed  Certificate*  directed  to  Genl.  Put- 
nam &  signed  by  a  Number  of  respectable  freeholders  of  that 
County,  has  been  handed  to  me,  which  holds  up  Mr.  Wells  in  so 
fair  a  point  of  View,  that  I  think  there  remains  no  doubt  but 
that  his  Effects  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  that  it  will 

be  done.     I  am  Sir  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Genl.  Parsons. 


[No.  1168.] 
Governor  Clinton  Spurn  Up  PhUip  Livingston. 

Poughkeepsie,  11th  March  1778. 

Dear  Bir,  The  Legislature  being  informed  by  some  Persons, 
who  come  from  your  Neighborhood  on  Monday  last,  that  you  had 
not  before  that  Time  set  out  for  Congress,  appear  to  be  very 
uneasy,  least  by  means  of  your  Non  Attendance  this  State  at 
this  Important  Juncture  will  be  without  a  Representation  in 
Congress;  what  adds  to  their  Concern  is  your  being  possessed 
of  the  Exemplification  of  their  Act  for  ratifying  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  which  ought  to  have  been  at  Congress  on  the  10th 
Instant.  They  have,  therefore,  requested  me  to  write  to  you  on 
this  Subj€*ct,  and  to  desire  that  in  Case  you  are  so  circumstanced 
as  not  to  be  able  to  commence  your  Journey  for  York  Town 
immediately,  that  you  will  deliver  the  Exemplification  referred 
to.  To  the  Bearer  Mr.  David  Bai'clay,  who  is  imployed  to  proceed 
Express  to  Congress  &  deliver  it  to  some  or  one  of  our  other 
Del^^tes  there.     The  Legislature  however  wish  that  this  Step 

*  Certificate  not  found. 
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may  not  be  the  means  of  Delaying  yonr  Journey,  as  they 

anxiously  desire  your  attendance  at  Congress.    I  am  your 

Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

You  will  please  to  take  Mr.  Barclay's  Rec't  for  the  Exemplifi- 
cation if  you  shoud  not  be  the  Bearer  yourself. 
The  Honorable  Philip  Livingston  Esq. 


[No.  1169.] 
Returns  of  Colond  Oraham'8  Regiment. 
A  return  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Morris  Graham's  Regiment  of  Militia 
in  Dutchess  County,  March  12th,  1778. 
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Morris  Graham  Lent.  Coll. 


[No.  1170.] 
JvlUs  Fofula  Displays  a  Bit  of  Patti4>tism, 

rauj;hnawap:a,  12tli  March  1778. 
llon^blo  Sir,  Aji:n***aM<'  to  my  Promise  to  you,  I  Imniedately 
on  my  arrival  ai  lionj<\  wont  to  i'olo.  Klocks  (being  twenty  one 
miles  from  my  ifouso,  with  my  own  Sleigh  and  Horses)  he  being 
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the  oldest  Colo,  of  the  Militia  in  this  County,  and  reqiiostod  of 
him,  and  also  of  Colo.  Fisher  to  send  you  down  an  Exact  Rotuni 
of  the  Strenth  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  which  they  Promised 
to  do,  but  as  yet  have  Negleted  it,  altho  I  have  often  Reminded 
them  of  it;  they  say  it  will  soon  be  Ready,  and  shall  be  sent  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  Sir  Your  most  Humble  Serv't 


Jelles  Fonda. 


To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1171.] 

COLONEL  WYNKOOP'S  WORK  COMMENDED. 

Ddinquency  in  Pushing  Work  Forward  for  the  Ounhoat  Defences 

of  the  Hudson. 

Robinson's,  11th  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  This  moment  I  rec'd  a  Letter  from  Col.  Wyncoop  of  ye 
4th  Inst.  He  informs  me  12  Cannon  are  at  Albany  from  Ti;  the 
Sleighs  gone  for  ye  Remainder  &  expected  the  middle  of  ye  fol- 
lowing week;  and  had  good  Prospects  of  compleating  the  Car- 
riages by  ye  Time  ye  River  opens.  That  all  ye  Boards  would  be 
at  ye  Landings  by  ye  End  of  the  next  week;  axes,  Spades  &c.  he 
had  Bent  to  New  Windsor:  in  Short  his  Business  has  been  exceed- 
ing well  attended  to  and  afords  agreable  Prospects.  He  informs 
me  no  Dimentions  have  been  given  nor  orders  for  building  Gun 
Boats  or  floating  Batteries.  I  wish  you.  Sir,  to  send  him  Direc- 
tios  &  direct  the  Shape  &  Size  of  the  Boats  &  Batteries,  the 
nomber  &  weight  of  Cannon  in  Each.  I  beleive  a  floating  Bat- 
tery,  monnting  about  Six  Peices  from  12  to  24  pounds,  will  be 
a  better  Defence  to  this  Post  than  any  Land  Battery,  and  had 
better  be  constructed  at  Albany  before  the  Oun  Boats  are  began 
tbice 
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Part  of  vr  PioviKioiiK  [ia«»  vi*  Fi*rry  this  iiiorniii^,  lint  is  Short 
of  tli^f  roiiiiiiimsaryV  K<*i>oi'l;  of  100  to  have  boon  rec'd  of  Cpt 
Hiat  at  Cruiii|>ond  01  barn^ln  are  deliverd.  I  have  heard  nothing, 
from  Ik*dford  Hince  I  left  that  IMace,  Mr.  Oamiibell  whom  I  left 
to  forward  the  ProvinionK  having  made  no  Keport. 

If  you  think  the  Service  will  be  prcmioted  by  it,  I  wi»b  to  re- 
ceive a  Line,  by  which  I  shall  be  authorised  to  make  Such  Cod- 
tractH  &  uw*  so  nnnrh  Discretion  as  is  necessary  to  forward  thew 
works  until  you  can  attend  in  person,  as  much  Trouble  will  be 
sjiv'd  you  which  may  otherwise  arise  from  fr&quent  applications. 

I  am  with  Este<an  &  Regard  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  he  Serv't 

Saml.  II.  Parsons. 
His  Kxcellency  tlovernor  Clinton.     Poughkeepsie. 


D'r  Sir,  Your  I^etters  of  yesterday  &  this  Day  are  received.  I 
will  endeavour  to  have  the  Torrie  Faniillies  you  mention,  removed 
to  make  K(»om  for  th(?  Troops  and  prevent  the  Misschief  they 
might  do  living  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Works.  I  receivtnl  a  Ijetter 
from  Colo.  Wynkoop  simular  with  his  to  you,  &  thereupon  wrote 
him  to  advise  with  Ot»nl.  Schuyler  as  to  the  Size  &  Construction 
of  the  Ciun  Hoats  to  be  built  at  Albany  &  follow  his  Directions. 
I  have  wrote  to  Cougr<»ss  for  Part  of  the  Trm)ps  from  the  North- 
Ward.  I  wish  I  had  known  Colo.  PutnamV  Kegt.  was  there 
iM'fore.  1  will  howevf'r  endeavour  to  procure  it  as  the  Colo,  can 
be  usefull  man  with  ns.  I  have  rniui^sted  of  your  State,  Massa- 
ihusetts  iS:  iliis,  :*»tMM>  Miliiia,  but  it  must  neressarily  be  long, 
f'iMe  liny  ran  br  on  I  lie  Spot.  1  begg,  that  you  will  do  every 
thing  which  you  iMUu-eive,  will  tend  to  forward  the  Works,  &  rest 
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amiured^  whatever  you  may  so  do,  will  be  contirined  as  far  iu 

the  Power  of  your  most  Obed't  iServ't 

[G.  C] 
[To  G^n.  Parsons.] 

To  save  Time  I  will  write  to  the  Marquis*  for  Men  as  it  may 

be  long  before  I  can  have  an  answer  from  Congress  on  that 

Subject. 


[No.  1172.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  DISPLAYS  GOOD  JUDGMENT. 

Deciines  to  Oo  to  Extremes — Difficulties  in  the  Way  of  the  Defends 

of  the  Hudson. 

Kings  Ferry  11th  March  1778. 

Dear  General,  Just  as  I  set  off  from  Fishkill,  Peter  Hughes 
returned  from  the  Slitting  Mill  and  brought  word  that  no  Nail 
Rods  could  be  had  till  some  time  in  April,  in  which  case  the 
works  will  be  retarded  greatly,  if  not  totally  stopp'd.  On  my 
arrival  hore  I  find  as  near  as  I  can  compute  (some  being  thrown 
into  the  water)  about  100  bundles,  which  1  have  ordered  to  be 
seized  and  sent  up  the  River,  for  public  use,  and  beg  that  one, 
if  not  both  of  the  [boajts  may  be  dispatched  for  them  &  the 
ivoiainder  of  the  Grain;  there  is  about  1000  Bushels  here  yet  & 
the  Enemy  hourly  expected.  Capt.  Tyson  is  sent  with  this,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  no  delay;  he  is  orderd  also  to  apply  for 
an  Extra  order  for  the  taking  the  nail  Rods,  which  I  hope  you 
will  approve. 

Major  Kierse  tells  me  that  the  Enemy  to  the  amount  of  about 
400,  were  near  Tarry  Town  yesterday  &  skirmished  with  the  Mil- 
itia«  bat  knows  not  the  event. 

•Lafayette. 
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I  should  1)0  linpp.v  if  you  would  ploase  to  communicate  this^ti 

tlio  (lov.  n»  well  as  what  I  have  done  relative  to  the  Nail  RudL 

I  aiu  &c.  X^c. 

H.  Hnghefl. 

P.  H.  I  have  orderd  an  exact  account  to  be  taken  of  the  Bod% 
that  the  owner  may  receive  the  valne.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  thef 
are  the  property  of  Mr.  Ogden  who  refuses  to  supply  us. 

H.  H. 

(\>py. 

1»  S>,  The  forgoing  is  a  Oopy  of  Col.  Hughes's  Letter.    The 

Nail  Uods  will  be  wanted  very  soon.    I  wish  your  Excellency  to 

give  pro|HT  Directions  therein.    I  have  beard  nothing  of  tk 

alTair  at  Tarry  Town  but  what's  contained  in  Col.  HngbeA 

U^tter. 

Y'r  h'e  Serv. 

Saml.  If.  Parsons. 
V2{\\  Maroh  12  o'Olock. 

lli«i  KxivUoucy  liovernor  CliutoUy  Pooghkeepsie. 


l>>  Sir*  You  will  n^adily  s^v  ihe  Iniproprieiy  of  my  giving  ai 
Oi\W  ji^  l«o\>.  to  stMio  f  he  Nail  KihIs.  alluded  to  in  toot  Lettcf  of 
ihU  D^Co;  uor  do  I  chink  siuh  an  order  necessary;  the  absolite 
tt<^.\'»*si.U\  ^Uuh  iVUv  Hu):he$  ^»ys  ch^re  i^  of  Xaik  to  •^a^T  m 
;W  Wx^rk*  Uk  :he  IVft^iuv  %^t  thr  Kiver.  h:s  not  keing  able  tt 
|v\vuy\*  !i  supj*I\  a:  :!:e  VsuaI  PtA^v.  *>r  »^I<^wb«?^i?,  &  tbe  «•■ 
w«U>l  Mjiuuer  V.o  fv^v.uv!  :Vo  !^r\r«<r.t:  Hiii«iLr^.  in  my  Oppiaitfi 
%  It  Jiu*:'.fj.  :b,f  KV'/.^t'^'.-.Vj:  r^-'-.w  :o  : -i*  !.•:  T-se.  •e!$p*ev-ially  •■ 
\^..s  v^vtsn^x.  iVvAss  ,'C..  '.Ax-Vi  i  j^rt^tVC  A."';  ■  -^f  ^htoi.  Jk  {i^yblf 
%hc  s'^^^rc   *>V7.  ,v.svv\^^^\;.    .^^   f'ill   Vj.*.  :-*.     I  hA^f^  ulkw  I^J 
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wrote  to  the  Marquis  for  two  Regiments  of  which  Colo.  Putnam's 
is  one.  I  fear  I  shant  be  able  to  leave  Home  for  some  Days;  the 
Moment  I  can,  I  will  wait  on  you  at  West  Point,  but  if  Con- 
venient shall  be  glad  to  see  you  here  before.    Yours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.]  i 


[No.  1173.] 
Facts  Relative  to  the  Oovemor's  Farm. 

New  Windsor  12th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  The  bearer,  Hugh  Watterson,  with  John  Cunning- 
ham of  my  comp'y,  I  have  furnished  with  spades,  axxes  &c.  and 
set  them  to  worke  on  your  Farme  at  Blooming  Hope.  But  we 
Shall  want  Ploughs,  gearing  &  c;  Hugh  Watterson  informs  me 
that  Mr.  Mat.  Deboise  took  yours  to  his  House:  if  so,  I  shall  be 
Glad  of  an  order  to  get  them,  if  you^ think  it  best;  if  they  are 
lost  or  Destroyed,  I  Shall  take  some  method  to  furnish  them; 
but  I  want  to  know  in  Time.  I  have  one  good  Draft  mare  which 
I  will  put  on  the  Farme  all  this  Spring  and  Summer.  Should  be 
glad  to  know,  if  you  Can  furnish  another  or  weather  I  shall  pur- 
ches  one.  If  you  have  any  of  the  wite  sort  of  Corn,  please  to 
let  me  know,  or  any  other  Seed  that  you  shall  think  advisable 
to  sow. 

Miss  Clinton  was  well  last  Evening.    From  Dear  Sir  your 

Humbl  Ser't 

Thos.  Machin. 
His  Excellence  George  Clinton. 

please  Excuse  all  fault  I  am  Just  going  to  West  Point. 
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[No.  6410.] • 

THE  QUESTION  OF  EXCHxVNOES. 

HannWm  Disiioscd  to  Criticise  the  Methods  of  Lord  Foire. 

Head  Qaarters  March  12tb  177a 

Sir,  Capt.  Coleman  delivered  nie  vour  two  letters  of  the  5th  k 
Gthy  iDi^tant. 

The  pleasure,  I  have,  in  corresponding  with  yon,  will  dispoie 
me,  whenever  I  have  any  thing  to  communicate,  that  may  be 
worth  your  attention,  or  that  apjiears  to  me  so — to  trouble  tob 
with  my  sentiments:  But  I  shall  not  expi'ct  you  to  make  an  equal 
return  either  in  <|uantity  or  frequency.  You  will,  in  this,  intlrdy 
consult  your  own  convenience. 

I  had  prt'viou<»ly  flattered  myself,  that  your  ideas  and  miae 
would  correspond,  in  a  certain  matter,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  I 
was  not  mistaken.  I  doubt  not  the  defects  of  a  certain  synod, 
will  appear  to  you  not  the  subject  of  speculation  only;  but  u 
disorders  in  the  state,  that  re^iuire  a  remedy,  and  will,  as  far,  as 
your  influence,  reaches,  contribute  to  it.  Shall  I  speak  what 
seems  to  me  a  most  melancholy  truth?  It  is  this — ^that  with  the 
most  adequate  meanfi  to  ensure  success  in  our  contest,  the  weak- 
ness of  our  councils  will,  in  all  probability,  ruin  as.  Arrange 
nients  on  which,  the  existence  of  the  army  depends,  and  almost 
the  possibility  of  another  campaign,  are  delayed  in  a  most  aston- 
ishing manner:  and  I  doubt  wheMier  they  will  be  adopted  at  all. 

A  late  resolve  directs  <I.  \V.  \o  fix  tin*  number  of  men  nnder 
which  O.  H.  shall  not  send  any  parties  out  of  his  lines,  on  pain  of 
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IH*rs4>ns  who  aid  the  enemy  in  carrying  off  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants bafi  a  retrospective  view  to  those,  who  have  assisted,  as  well 
as  a  perspective  one  to  those  who  shall  assist  in  such  practices. 
Thus  we  have  gotten  into  the  spirit  of  making  ex  post  facto  laws, 
or  rather  violating  all  law.  Another  resolve,  by  plain  implica- 
tion, acknowledges  a  thing  not  founded  in  fact,  which  is  very  inju- 
rioiis  \o  us — to  wit,  that  we  have  inlisted  prisoners  of  war.  This 
fiIen<M*s  all  our  complaints  against  the  enemy  for  a  similar  prac 
\\ix\  and  furnishes  them  with  a  damning  answer  to  any  thing  wo 
can  say  on  the  subject.  This  is  at  least  an  instance  of  folly  and  in- 
coiuiideration,  and  serves  to  prove  the  general  charge. 

These  men  seem  also  to  have  embraced  a  system  of  infidelity. 
They  have  violated  the  convention  of  Saratoga;  and  I  have  reason 
to  N'lieve  the  ostensible  motives  for  it  were  little  better  than  pre- 
tence*, that  had  no  foundation.  I  have  lately  seen  some  letters 
fro'ii  Hurgoigne  on  the  subject.  There  was  however  a  strong 
temptation  for  this,  and  it  may  be  excused,  though  I  cannot  say 
the  measure  is  to  my  taste.  Lately,  a  flag,  with  provisions  and 
doathing'  for  the  British  prisoners,  with  G.  W's  passport  was 
W'lr.eil  at  I^ncaster.  The  affair  was  attended  with  circumstances 
of  violence,  and  meaness  that  would  disgrace  hottentots.  Still 
more  lately — G.  W.  engagements  with  G.  H.,  for  an  exchange  of 
priH  ner«,  has  been  most  shamefully  violated.  C — s  have  resolved 
that  no  exchange  shall  take  place  'till  all  accounts  are  settled  and 
the  ballance  due  the  U:  S:  paid.  The  beauty  of  it  is — on  a  fair 
settlement  we  shall  without  doubt  be  in  Mr.  Howe's  debt;  and  in 
the  meantime  we  detain  his  officers  and  soldiers,  as  a  security  for 
the  payment.  The  operation  of  this  resolve,  though  it  does  not 
plainly  appear  upon  the  face  of  it,  is  to  put  off  an  exchange — per- 
haps foreTer*    At  any  rate  it  cannot  take  place  all  next  ^viisim^^. 
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It  is  thought  to  be  bad  policy  to  go  into  an  exchange;  bat  ad* 
mitting  this  to  be  true  it  ifi  much  worse  policy  to  commit  sodi 
frequent  breaches  of  faith,  and  ruin  our  national  character.  What- 
ever refined  politicians  may  think — it  is  of  great  consequence  to 
preserve  a  national  character;  and  if  it  should  once  seem  to  bet 
system  in  any  state  to  violate  its  faith  whenever  it  is  the  leait 
inconvenient  to  keep  it,  it  will  unquestionably  have  an  ill-effect 
upon  foreign  negociations  and  tend  to  bring  Government  at  home 
into  contempt,  and  of  course  to  destroy  its  influence.  The  general 
notions  of  justice  and  humanity  are  implanted  in  almost  every 
human  breast;  and  ought  not  to  be  too  freely  shocked.  In  the 
present  case — the  passions  of  the  country  and  army  are  on  the 
side  of  an  exchange;  and  a  studied  attempt  to  avoid  it  will  disgust 
both,  and  serve  to  make  the  service  odious.  It  will  injure  draft- 
ing and  recruiting,  discourage  the  militia  &  increase  the  discoii- 
tents  of  the  army.  The  prospect  of  hopeless  captivity  cannot  but 
be  very  disagreeable  to  men  constantly  exposed  to  the  chance  of  it. 
Those,  whose  lot  it  is  to  to  fall  into  it,  will  have  little  scruple  to 
get  rid  of  it  by  joining  the  enemy. 

It  is  said,  not  to  be  our  present  interest  to  exchange,  because 
we  should  endeavour,  by  and  by,  to  take  advantage  of  the  ene- 
my's weakness  to  strike  some  decisive  blow.  If  we  should  fail  in 
this,  which  I  believe  we  shall — when  they  get  reinforced  we  shall 
not  think  it  our  interest  to  add  to  the  strength  of  an  enemy, 
already  strong  enough  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 

The  truth  is,  considered  in  the  mere  view  of  barter,  it  never 
can  be  our  interest  to  exchange;  the  constitution  of  our  army,  from 
the  short  term  of  inlistinent  the  dependence  we  are  obliged  to 
place  in  the  militia,  are  strongly  opposed  to  it;  and  if  the  argn- 
"^nt  of  present  interest  be  adhered  to,  we  never  can  ezchangSt 
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I  may  venture  to  aeeertythere  never  can  be  a  time  more  proper  than 
the  present,  or  rather  a  month  or  two  hence;  and  go  about  it  as 
soon  as  we  please  the  previous  negociations  necessary  and  other 
cirenmstanceSy  will,  of  course,  procrastinate  it  for  some  time. 
And  I  would  ask,  whether  in  a  republican  state  and  a  republican 
army;  such  a  cruel  policy  as  that  of  exposing  those  men  who  are 
foremost  in  defence  of  their  country  to  the  miseries  of  hopeless 
captivity — can  succeed? 

For  my  own  part  I  have  so  much  of  the  milk  of  humanity  in  me, 
that  I  abhor  such  Neraman  maxims;  and  I  look  upon  the  old 
proverb,  that  honesty  is  the  best  poUcy  to  be  so  generally  true,  that 
I  can  never  expect  any  good  from  a  systematical  deviation  from 
it;  and  I  never  can  adopt  the  reasonings  of  some  American  poli- 
ticians dedocible  from  their  practice,  that  no  regard  is  to  be  paid 
to  national  character — or  the  rules  of  good  faith. 

I  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  Congress  because  I  think  they  strike 
at  the  vitals  of  our  opposition  and  of  our  future  prosperity — and 
with  thiA  idea  I  cannot  but  wish  that  every  Gentleman  of  influ- 
ence in  the  country  should  think  with  me. 

We  have  nothing  new  in  camp — save  that  Capt.  Barry,  late  of  a 
Continental  frigate,  has  destroyed  with  a  few  gunboats — two  large 
ehips  belonging  to  the  enemy,  laden  with  forage  from  Rhode 
Island.  He  also  took  an  armed  schooner,  which  he  has  since  been 
obliged  to  run  on  shore,  after  a  gallant  defence.  'Tis  said  he  has 
saved  her  cannon  &  stores — among  the  ordnance  four  bra^s  how- 
itzers. Some  acco'ts  say  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  evacuate 
Philadelphia.  8eA  eredat  Judaeus  Apella,  non  ego. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  unfeigned  esteem  &  respect  Sir 

Year  most  Obed't 

A.  Hamilton. 
[To.  a  d]  [private] 


•U  Priii.ic  I'Arisits  i>p  fiKouGB  Clinton. 

[No.  1174.] 

.-Ill  Imporiani  Document  for  John  Van  Denterken. 

tU'ntlt'iiK'U.     Wt^  would  l>e»ier  you  would  Sadisfy  John  Van 

IVrwerkt-u   ay:ivable   to   the  Resolve  and   Yonl   Oblige  Your 

Humble  Servt 

John  E.  Van  Eps,  Chear. 
tV^hnawa^  Marvh  the  12  1778. 

To  7ee|>heniah  llatohelar  and  Abraham  Veader. 


[No.  1175-1 

CtfHfnnkt  E^fmmmds  ikt  CwitHmmcms  Prrdtnrr  of  Three  Dtle^iet  Fnm 

Emek  Simte. 

In  Congres*:  12th  Manrh  177a 

Bet<44¥e«L  TlLit  a  letter  be  addrets^sed  by  the  president  to  the 

rt^!»pe«.'CLve  States  informm^  chem.  that  the  mnlciptieity  Jl:  im- 

p«>craii«'»*  of  the  ba;itiaei*»  t\f  •Vn^xes*  dartaac  the  war.  will  le- 

•(iLir^  rht*  >'i>a;4caar  atteodaitrv  of  ac  lea:»t  three  oKsibefY  froB 

•MUrh  Srj.re:  thac  frt>aL  the  waat  thereof,  the  hettlch  oi  Mcmhtfi 

Iiiui  !>««ea   fr«««(Ti«HLCly   uupoLred.   X   the  paMl*:   ba;»aie«»  preulj 

•hnrTUiT^l:  Jk  "ha.r  •;«>a«e«»  rv«iTi.**i:  cheir  LnLmeiiiACe  aneatioB 

'ii  "ills.  .W.L  aiiirr^r  .>f  xretic  m»}iu*'ir^. 

ZjiTT^rr  :*7»im  "an  m^JLitr*^*: 

t'hosk  ThfUDtfiNL  j«e>. 


PuBUO  Papers  of  Oborqb  Clinton.  35 

Coming  op  the  River,  Since  which  time  they  have  Rec'd  No 

moneys,  Except  about  Three  thousand  Dollors,  that  I  have  ad- 

ranced  to  them  to  Help  theire  Necessatys,  which  Is  I  had  Not; 

many  of   them  must  have  Left  the  works  and  Gone  In  the 

Country,  amongst  the  farmors  to  have  helped  theire  Distresed 

Familys;  many  of  the  Foremen  are  Now  Blaming  me,  that  It 

is  Through  my  Neglect,  that  they  have  Not  theire  Pay;  that 

UKiney  Is  Plenty  for  them  at  Fishkill,-  but  that  I  Do  Not  apply, 

I  have  Let  Coll.  Hughs  &  Coll.  Taylor  Repeatedly  know  oure 

Situation,  and  That  withoute  money,  oure  works  must  Stop, 

which  Now  Seames  To  be  Going  on  with  Spirits.     Do  Request 

TOO,  as  yoo  know  oure  Situation,  and  that  the  obstruction  of  this 

River  of  the  Greatest  Importance,  Not  only  to  this  Capital  State, 

bat  the   whole  Continent,  youre  Excellency   would   use  youre 

Interest,    to    Provide   us   Some   Cash   at   this   Place,    which    if 

To  be  had,  &  Paid  by  me  To  the  workmen,  as  formerly,  Shall 

Take  youre  Directions,   Beg  you  would  Send  me  a  Line  by  the 

Bearer,  My  wife  Joines  noie  In  Love  To  youre  Self,  Mist's  Clinton 

&  Family  &  am  D'r  SV  Youre  Excellency's  most  Humble  Serv't 

John  Nicoll. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1177.] 
Ctmmissary  Gray  Explains  His  Position  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Fishkill  March  13th  1778. 

8>,  I  recrfved  yours  of  ye  11th  Inst,  respecting  Cap'n  Benson 
k  Carpenters  under  bis  direction. 

Mr.  White  who  has  the  Care  of  the  Issuing  Store  Informs  me, 
that  Cap'n  B^iAon  has  been  supplied  with  provision  for  the 
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months  of  Decem'r  &  Jan'y  last,  and  Informed  him  of  the  did 
culties  of  supplying  him  for  the  month  past,  anless  it  should  fa 
applied  for,  on  the  last  days  of  the  month,  for  which  provision 
are  drawn  for,  as  by  resolves  of  Congress,  every  Issuing  Commi! 
sary  is  ordered  to  Close  his  Books  at  the  end  of  every  month  * 
make  return  of  what  received,  Issued  &  remaining  in  store  &ci 
— and  when  Cap'n  Benson  drew  provision  for  the  month  c 
Jan'ry,  Mr.  White  then  told  him  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  t 
supply  him  for  the  month  of  Feb'ry,  unless  he  Game  within  th 
month,  and  desired  him  to  do  it  to  prevent  difficulty.  Cap.  Ben 
son  made  answer,  he  should  draw  provision  when  he  thongbl 
best,  and  did  not  Care  for  the  Resolves  of  Congress.  On  the 
10th  Inst.,  Mr.  Vanzandt  bro't  Cap'n  Benson's  order  for  provis- 
ion for  the  Month  of  Feb'ry.  Mr.  White  Informed  him  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  deliver  the  provision,  unless  he  should  procure 
Genl.  Parsons  particular  order  for  the  same,  dated  in  the  month 
of  March,  and  desired  him  to  procure  it.  Mr.  Vanzandt  replyed 
he  would  not;  he  had  other  business  to  do. 

If  Cap.  Benson  will  apply  or  had.  with  his  orders  at  the  end 
of  each  month  for  which  provision  is  wanted,  there  would  not 
have  been,  nor  hereafter  will  there  be  any  difficulty  in  the  de- 
livering of  which  he  was  Informed  in  season,  and  tis  his  fault  & 
not  the  Issuing  Commissarys,  that  he  has  not  had  the  provision, 
as  the  resolves  of  Congress  are  surh  that  the  Issuing  Commis- 
sarys Cannot  Supply  Cap'n  Benson  with  provision  for  past  al- 
lowances at  any  Time  when  he  shall  be  in  Humour  Call  for  it. 

There  was  no  Rum  in  store  when  Cap'n  Benson  had  his  pro 
vision  for  the  Months  of  Deeenfr  &  Jan'ry.  On  the  6th  Inst.  1 
received  an  Order  from  ( Senl.  Parsons  not  to  Issue  any  Rum  fd 
past  allowances  without  si»ecial   Order  from   the  Command'l 
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OfRi-tH"  of  this  department,  a  Copy  of  which  order  I  sent  Mr. 

White,  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  refusal. 

Rom  as  well  as  provision  will  be  deliv'd  to  Cap.  Benson  at  any 

Time  within  the  month  without  the  least  difficulty.     Am  s'r 

Tour  most  Obt.  Hum*e  ser. 

Saml.  Gray  D'y  Com'y  Genl.  of  Issues. 
GovV  Clinton. 


[No.  1178.] 

Gwemor  Clinton  Suggests  to  Lafayette  to  Utilize  Two  Additional 
Regiments  in  Completing  the  Defences  of  the  Hudson. 

Poughkeepsie  lath  March  1778. 
Sir,  The  Want  of  a  proper  Body  of  Troops  in  this  Quarter  will 
occaaeion  great  Delay  in  the  Works  erecting  for  the  Defence  & 
Security  of  the  Passes  of  the  Kiver.  The  small  Number  that  are 
in  this  Department  are  many  of  them  under  Inneculation  for  the 
small  Pox,  &  so  many  of  the  well  necessarilly  dispersed  as  Guards 
to  the  Country  exposed  to  the  immediate  Ravages  of  the  Enemy^ 
that  very  few  indeed  are  left  for  the  Works.  I  have  requested  of 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  Massachussets  Bay  &  this  State,  three 
thousand  Men,  but  these  cannot  possibly  be  on  the  Spot  before 
«ome  Time  in  next  Month,  till  which  Time,  we  shall  not  without 
Aid  from  some  other  Quarter,  have  the  one  third  of  the  Number 
of  Men  we  coud  imploy  to  advantage  at  the  Works,  in  the  speedy 
Completion  of  which  America  is  so  much  Interested.  These  Con- 
siderations induce  me  to  suggest  to  you,  the  necessity  of  imploy- 
JDg  for  this  Service,  Vanschaick's  &  Colo.  Putnam's  Regiments 
>M>w  at  Albany,  or  such  Part  of  them  as  can  be  spared,  &  if  the 
■•me  can  be  done  with  Propriety  &  consistent  with  your  Instruc- 
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tioiis.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  reiidilly  coutscnt  to  it  &  give  the 

necessary  ordera.     I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect  Your  Most  Obedt 

Serv. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.    I  am  perswaded  Congress  will  approve  of  almost  aay 

Measure  tbat  is  Calculated  to  forward  the  Defences  of  the  Biver. 

[To  Marquis  de  Lafayette.] 


[No.  1179.] 
Inhabitants  of  the  Present  Rockland  County  Ask  for  Oonsid^ratum. 

In  Committee  South  side  of  the  mountains  Orange  County. 
To  his  Exeeleney  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  the  Honoor 

able  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  General  Assembly 

Convened  in  and  for  the  State  of  Newyork. 

Gentlemen,  We  have  certain  information  that  in  some  parts  of 
this  County  and  in  Westchester  County,  that  the  Wheat  and  other 
Grain  taken  up  from  the  Farmers  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statei 
is  Contracted  for  at  a  higher  price  than  in  this  part  of  the  Coantj 
and,  thereupon,  the  Farmers  that  have  Carried  and  Supplied  the 
public  Stores  with  their  wheat  &c.  are  much  dissatisfied  there- 
with, the  prices  affixed  here  when  taken  up  was  as  follows: 
wheat  12/  Rye  10/  Corn  8/  Oats  &  Buck  Wheat  6/  P  Boshel 
and  Hay  8£  P  Tun. 

Therefore^  on  the  application  and  Earnest  request  of  a  nomber 
of  people  that  has  Supplied  the  wheat  and  other  Grain,  and  ii 
order  to  Quiet  their  uneasiness.  We  in  the  Behalf  of  the  aboie 
specified  inhabitants  of  Orangetown  and  Haverstraw  predact, 
take  the  Liberty^  Humbly  to  beg  your  Exeeleney,  with  Ik 
Honoarable  the  Legislature,  will  be  pleased  to  take  this 
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into  C;<>n8ideratk>D  and  to  allow  them  the  same  price  for  their 

produce  that  their  Neighbours  are  allowed  for  what  they  have 

Bopplied  the  Stores  with  in  like  manner;  and  as  the  Guardians  of 

our  Rig^hts  and  Liberties  we  doubt  not,  but  equal  right  will  by 

you  be  done  to  one  as  well  as  the  other.    Gentlemen  Your  most 

Hom'e  Serv't 

Besalvert  Vanhouten  D.  Chairman. 
March  14  1778. 

attest  David  Pye  Clk. 


[No.  1180.] 

Oaremor   TrumbulVs  Certificate  That  JoHah  Nichols,  Messenger^ 

Had  Delivered  Him  a  Letter  from  Oeorge  Clinton. 

1778  March  14th.    Bec'd  of  Mr.  Josiah  Nickols  messenger — ^a 

lietter  from  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r  of  the  State 

of  New  York  dated  6th  day  of  March  inst. 

P  Jon'th  Trumbull. 


[No.  1181.] 

The  FrtmUer  Threatened — Rumors  of  an  Indian  Uprising, 

Albany,  March  14"  1778. 
Hon.  Sir,  On  my  return  from  the  Senate  I  received  a  letter  from 
Genl.  Tenbrock,  who  Informed  me  of  his  being  ordered  by  your 
Excellency  to  raise  a  number  of  men  in  the  Counties  of  Albany, 
Tryon  &  Oliarlotte,  and  in  persuance,  thereof,  He  had  Inclosed 
the  order  &  requested  my  attendance  at  Albany.  On  my  arivial 
he  Informed  me,  that  he  had  wrote  you  in  what  manner  [he]  had 
proceeded,  and  requested  me  to  Inform  you  of  our  Inability  in 
the  ptemiMA. 
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I  am  Sony  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Scituation  of 
our  jK'oj^le  is  truly  Deplorable,  scearce  any  proviaion  nor  forage 
for  the  Small  Quantaty  of  Cattle  they  have  left,  and  are  oblidged 
to  Iniploy  themselves  in  Cutting  Down  Trees  &  Clearing  off  the 
Snow,  for  the  Sustainance  of  their  Cattle  which  are  Daily  De- 
creasing. 

We  are  Informed  that  a  number  of  Savages  have  been  Dii- 
covered  at  Oater  Creek  and  about  200  men  from  Bennington  are 
on  their  March  for  that  place,  In  consequence  of  which  some  of 
our  people  are  again  moveing  of.  I  long  to  here  in  what  maoDer 
we  are  to  be  guareded ;  whatever  assistance  may  be  wanted  on  the 
frontiers  of  my  Regiment,  1  make  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  readily 
Complied  with,  But  to  be  Drafted  to  defend  Albany  I  fear  it 
cannot  be  done,  however  what  orders  you  may  think  necettary 
I  shall  endeavour  to  obey. 

I  have  sent  to  Major  Webster  a  Copy  of  my  last  Betam  to  tte 
Convention,  and  have  i)ointed  out  the  alterations.  He  will  be 
able  to  Inform  your  Excellency  what  I  have  done  and  my  opiaioii 
on  the  Subject. 

I  sent  your  Proclamation  to  the  DifTert*nt  towns  on  the  GrantB 
as  far  as  they  would  reach,  P  Express  as  I  arived  home  bat  one 
day  lief  ore  their  Election  for  Governor  came  on;  I  am  Inform'd 
their  Capital  (Bennington)  that  only  one  third,  voted  the  other* 
ment  home.  DisattisAed  with  their  prcx^eedings;  other  TowM 
Burnt  the  Proclamation.  V\x>u  the  whole,  they  are  now  in  Con- 
fnsk»n.  I  i^ould  wish  Some  plan  was  fallen  on,  in  order  to  re- 
itfive  thf  namc^  of  thost*  who  exivpt  of  the  Bi^nefit  of  the  Procla- 
maiion.  Numl>ers  have  Ikvu  with  nie  on  that  Subject,  &  I  gate 
tht-m  f«*r  answer  I  would  Inform  you  of  it.  I  conld  wish  if  thif 
meets  with  your  appn^batiou  that  it  might  Ix^  speedily  done,  as ' 
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the  Gentlemen  who  expects  to  fill  up  the  Officers  Commisions  are 

daily  Inslnnating  Evil  designs  To  this  State  into  the  minds  of 

the  Inhabitants.    I  remain^  Hon.  Sir  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem 

Yonr  most  obedient  &  most  Humbl.  Serv. 

Jno.  Williams. 
To  hiB  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1182.] 

Qn/vemor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  Lewis  to  move  the  Big  Guns  on  to 

Poughkeepsie. 

Poughkeepsie,  15th  March,  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  7th 
Instant  respecting  the  Cannon  which  you  are  to  forward  to  my 
Order,  and  I  now  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  on 
the  same  Subject.  The  EMght  Iron  Field  Cannon  Mounted  I  desire 
may  be  sent  forward  immeaddately  to  this  Place  where  the  Con- 
ductor will  receive  my  further  Orders.  The  other  Cannon  men- 
tioned in  the  Resolve  I  woud  have  stocked  &  mounted  in  Albany 
with  all  possible  Expedition,  beginning  with  the  largest  first,  and 
88  won  any  Part  of  them  are  compleated,  put  on  Board  of  Slooi>s 
rtiidT  to  be  brought  down  to  the  Works  for  the  Defence  of  the 
River  in  the  Highlands  &  near  New  Windsor  on  the  first  oppening 
<'f  the  River.  Major  Stevens  of  the  Artillery,  who  has  the  Man- 
^ment  of  the  Artillery  in  your  Department,  writes  me  that  he 
"tands  in  need  of  some  large  Sized  Iron  to  enable  him  to  compleat 
the  Mounting  of  the  above  Cannon  which  I  expect  you  will  fur- 
nish.   I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Morgan  I^ewis  D.  Q.  Genl. 
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[No.  1183.] 
In  Relation  to  Plundered  Goods  That  Had  Been  Buried  and  Found. 

Caughnawaga,  15th  March  1778. 

Hon'ble  Sir,  AVe  the  Subscribers,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Mohawk  District  in  the  County  Tryon,  did  in 
the  month  of  December  last  past  apprehend,  and  attached  a  Cer- 
tain Chist  of  goods,  part  of  which  belonged,  to  one  William  Wal- 
lace, which  went  over  the  lines  on  his  Journey  to  Jojne  our 
Enimy;  but  before  he  could  reach  them  was  taken,  and  Imprisoned 
in  Albany,  and  the  Bemaining  part  of  said  goods  belonged  to  a 
Certain  Jacob  Snook,  who  says  he  had  sworn  true  allegence  to 
the  States,  the  said  Snooks  goods  we  Returned  him;  and  Walace*^ 
part  thereof,  we  Delivered  to  the  Commissioners  of  Sequestration 
of  this  County,  which  they  sold  at  Publick  Vandue  for  the  good 
of  this  State.  agret*able  to  their  Instructions  from  Congress,  Ex- 
cepting one  Shirt  the  Cominissionei's  give  to  the  said  Wallace,  he 
being  then  in  Goal,  and  in  great  want  thereof. 

This  Chist  of  goods  was  found  by  John  Van  Dewarkin  and 
Dennis  Davis  (as  they  say  Buryed  under  ground)  who  brought  it 
lu  the  Night,  to  the  House  of  one  Jacob  Gardinears,  and  there 
devided  said  goods,  and  Claimed  them  as  their  own  property,  and 
each  took  his  \mvt  of  the  bo(»ty  away,  and  kept  the  same  a 
Secrete;  luit  l>y  accident  it  was  found  out  by  the  ssiid  Snook,  w|K>n 
which  he  F-ntenMl  a  (VHupIaint  to  us  the  CommittcH?,  who  granted 
him  a  K<»arch  AVarrant  to  tliul  the  goculs  out;  part  of  which  was 
found  in  the  House  of  the  aforesaid  Davis,  and  brought  by  the 
< -onstable  to  House  of  Charles  Van  Kps,  Chairman  of  said  Coni- 
niitt(H*;  after  which  we,  the  sjiid  roinmittet*,  sent  for  the  aforesaid 
Van  Dewarkin.  and  ordered  him  to  bring  the  Bemaining  part  of 
•aid  goods  to  the  said  Cbarmans,  which  be  did,  from  which  we 
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ook,  and  Delivered  them  to  the  Commissioners.  The  aforesaid 
Dook  Swore,  before  us  the  said  Committee,  that  there  was  fifteen 
oonds  hard  Cash  in  said  Chist  when  it  was  buryed,  but  never 
Wnild  find  out  what  become  of  it. 

This,  Sir,  is  true  Representation  of  this  affair  as  it  happened, 
ind  begs  jour  Honour's  advice,  as  soon  Possible,  how  we  are  to 
proceed  further  in  the  matter;  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  Iq- 
^loased  Resolve  of  the  New  Committee  (alth'  Chosen  in  an  uncon- 
ptitQtional  manner);  and  also  Confirmed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee  that  we  must  Return  the  said  Goods  to  the 
aforesaid  Van  Dewarkin  and  Davis,  altho  they  have  been  sold  by 
the  Commissioners  three  months  ago  to  the  Different  Inhabitants 
in  these  parts — ^in  our  opinion,  we  have  done  every  thiug  in  our 
power  for  the  good  of  the  state,  and  to  damp  the  Spirit  of  our 
Internal  Enimys  as  fare  as  our  Instrutions  and  oath  Admitted. 
There  are  several  persons  such  as  the  above  mentioned,  have  donci 
«  great  Deal  of  damage  in  these  parts  by  Plundering  goods,  which 
onght  to  have  been  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  State;  There  is  also 
Incloased  from  the  New  Chairman  of  the  Committe  of  this  Dis- 
trict, an  order  to  us  to  Render  the  aforesaid  Van  Dewarkin  Sati?.- 
faetion;  The  whole  of  this  Transaction  was  done  by  the  Voice  of 
the  old  Committee  and  hopes  the  same  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
voor  Honour.     We  are  your  Honour's  most  Obedient  and  Very 

Dumble  servants 

Zephaniah  Batcheller. 

Abraham  Veeder. 

^  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  1184.] 
Colofiel  Field  Explmns  That  Smallpox  Has  Prevented  His  Making 
An  Earlier  Regimental  Return. 
Sir,  The  iiiclosVl*  is  the  State  of  the  Regini't,  which  under  yonr 
Excellency,  I  have  the  Honour  to  Comni'd;  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  those  persons  acting  as  officers  in  the  several  Hanks 
nottMl  in  the  Kubjoin'd  return,  are  without  Commissions,  by  rea 
sou  of  whi<'h  I  have  not  been  able  to\  settle  the  Ranks  of  the 
Sever'l  Companies.     Your  Excellency's  orders  respecting  the  late 
levy  on  my  Regiment  I  have  endeavoured  to  execute,  but  the  late 
spirading  of  the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation  has  rendered  the  accoiu     i 
plishment  lat  present)  impracticable.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be    ^ 
YoV  Excellency's  Most  lluuibh*  and  Obedient  Serv't 

John  Field. 
South  East  Precinct  March  [15]   1778. 

To  Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  118r».] 
Schiiifler  Fears  an  Indian  V prising. 

Albany,  March  16th  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  On  tlie  K^th  Inslant  I  was  honored  with  a  T-etterof  the 
loth  Inst.  subscribiMl  by  your  Exiellency;  the  president  of  the 
StMiate  and  Sp(»aker  of  tin*  House  of  Ass4*mbly.  The  CominiB- 
sion«»rs  of  Indian  Affairs  were  already  gone  Home  when  the  Let- 
ter came  to  Hand,  so  that  I  could  not  lay  it  before  them.  I  bare 
how(»vt'r  *ihewn  it  to  \\iv  Marquis  Do  T,a  Fayette  and  have  adviaed 
that  nfMachmcnts  (»f  Troops  should  Im*  sent  to  such  places  as  would 
best  protei't  tht*  Inhabitants. 

What  EtTi'ct  the  tirm  TtHH'  in  uhirh  tlu*  Commissioners  have 
S{Nikr  to  the  Indians  will  havr  on  thrm  is  hard  to  say.    The  Be- 

*Not  foun^. 
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lilt  of  a  Council  that  is  to  convene  on  the  occasion  at  Onondap:a 
rill  enable  us  to  determine.  We  are  however  inclined  to  believe 
hat  the  Jndlans  will  commence  Hostilities.  This  Idea  I  have  con- 
eyed  to  Congress  in  the  Dispatches  which  the  Bearer  hereof 
nrries. 

Colonel  Wynkoop  has  requested  my  Assistance  in  procuring 
3un  Boats.  Be  assured  that  every  Aid  I  can  give  will  most  chear- 
follv  be  granted.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  preperations  for 
Ihe  Boats  had  not  been  made  in  the  Course  of  the  winter.  I  am 
D>  Sir  with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed.  Hu'e 

Ph.  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1186.] 
TKe  Board  of  SequesiraiUm  of  Dutchess  County  Begins  Operations, 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  General  of  the  Militia,  and 

Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
The  Memorial  of  Tbeodorus  Van  Wyck  and  Henry  Livingston 
Jan.  Commissioners  of  Sequestration  for  the  County  of  Dutchess. 
Bheweth,  That,  whereas,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  1777,  The  hon- 
orable the  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
^'ew  York  came  to  the  following  resolution  "  Resolved  that 
the  Commissioners  of  sequestration  be  directed  &  impowered 
to  lease  oat  the  lands  &  Tenements  of  all  such  persons  as  al- 
''eady  have  gone,  or  hereafter  shall  go,  unto  &  Join  the  Enemies 
ofthis  State,  under  Moderate  rent,  from  year  to  year,  to  persons 
beiBdlj  to  the  cause  of  America  &  who  will  Covenant  to  keep 
tte  aune  in  repair  &  to  suffer  no  waste  to  be  done  thereon  " — 
Aai  Mjyiii  <*  Resolved,  that  in  all  such  leases  the  InYvabM^wV^ 
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1  Liiji  Slate  vvbu  have  been  driven  from  their  Habitations  by  the 
'.ucui^v  :>iiuuiil  be  preferred  by  the  Commissioners  to  others  who 
ia.vc'  uoL  tliac  claim  to  the  favor  of  the  public." 

V^reuble  to  Uie  above  resolutions,  your  Memorialists  haye 
•m  uuiiiber^  ol  well  affected  Refugees  Inhabitants  of  this  Btate 
:uio  I  tie  (H>c$setiision  of  lands  and  tenements  deserted  by  tbe 
r^iUi^fir  dto«ffected  proprietors.  As  yet  your  Memorialists  hare 
sii^^ulij^l^  with  but  very  few  of  the  Refugees  afpresaid,  whit 
;;vMii  (iM'y  shall  pay  for  the  lands  &  tenen^nts  they  Occupy. 
\  s^ur  Memorialists  wish  to  have  pointed  out  to  liiem,  what  pro- 
l^uiiou  of  the  highest  rent  they  could  obtain  from  others^  for 
Itindfet  and  tenements  above  described,  the  said  Refugees  shooid 
imy. 

Your  Memorialists  would  also  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your 
Kxcellency,  that  numbers  of  persons  now  with  our  Enemies  own 
large  tracts  of  land  in  this  County;  Many  of  the  tenants  oi 
which  are  desirous  of  discharging  their  rents,  and  have  in  many 
instances  applyed  to  your  Memorialists  for  direction.  By  w 
tiie  of  any  Resolutions  made  by  the  Legislature  your  Memorial- 
ists do  not  think  themselves  authorized  to  receive  the  Same. 

If  the  Legislature  see  fit  to  direct  to  have  tie  above  rents  col- 
lected your  Memorialists  wish  the  Estates  may  be  particu- 
larism^. 

Your  Memorialists  would  also  inform  your  Excellency  that 
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An  Address  Thai  Affected  Prisoners  of  War  and  Their  Comfort. 
•Gentlemen,  You  will  receive  with  this  Message  a  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  Congress,  of  the  26th  of  February  last,  for  tilling  the 
Contin€H[ital  Battalions,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Keport  from  the  Board 
of  War,  shewing  the  Number  wanted  to  complete  them.  These 
Papers  came  to  ray  Hands  la«t  Night;  and,  as  they  respect  a 
Subject  long  since  recommended  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
Legislature,  I  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  laying  them  be- 
fore yoo. 

A  Copy  of  another  Act  of  Congress,  of  the  26th  of  February, 
respecting  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  will  be  also  herewith  de- 
livered you,  by  which  you  will  observe,  that  the  Account  of 
Money,  Provisions  and  other  Necessaries,  which  have  been  sup- 
plied to  Prisoners  taken  by  the  United  States,  are  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  different  States  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Claims,  at  the  Board  of  Treasury.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  pleased  to  take  the  proper  Measures  for  effecting 
this  Business,  as  far  as  it  may  concern  this  State. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poaghkeepsie,  March  .16,  1778. 


[No.  1187.] 

Congress  Asks  the  States  to  Transmit  Acts  That  Have  Passedy 
Based  on  Congressional  Legislation. 

In  Congress;  March  16th  1778. 
Whereas  Congress  have  not  received  information  of  the  meas- 
ures, which  the  several  States  have,  from  time  to  time,  adopted, 
m  conseqaence  of  their  recommendations;  and.  Whereas,  such 
information  together  with    the    conc'urrence  of  the  respective 
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If^^lamne^  in  figr«»roo«lT  fxer-ating  the  resolvtioBs  of  < 
is  essentiallj  neepFsarr  to  liable  them  to  trasaatt  tht  i 
concerns  of  the  Uiiited  States: 

Be»olTed.  That  the  gOTemors  &:  pre»dents  of  the  aaii  Scatci 
be  cdimestlT  reqtie^s^ed  to  transniit  to  CoB^re9%  as  sooa  as  pas- 
«ibte,  attested  cof»ie»  of  the  acts  pasaffed  bj  their  respective  1 
latores.  in  porsnance  of  recommendations  of  CoBsress. 
thev  maj  hare  reteired.  since  the  first  daj  of  Xatesrixr  lasc  it 
of  all  actSw  which  they  mar  hereafter  pass,  in  eoaseqagmoe  sf 
fstnre  recommendations. 

Extract  froim  the  minotes. 

Belcher  P.  Smith  sec  pt 


[Xo.  11S8.] 
Gfiammaa  sf  WsrisMs  mi  Weti 

Ponghkeepsie,  17th  lIsKh  177& 
I*Bsr  St.  The  esdosed  Comp^laints  of  the  ardfioers  it  T^esmsitfs 
T»pif  j-rtl  ax  the  Cbereanx  I^fnie  &  other  Public  Wsriss  near 
J^cir  Windsc^*  were  this  daj  dt-livened  me.  I  hare  tho«{[ht  it 
SMiKt  jctfper  to  rransmit  ib^-m  io  ^ou  in  l>rder  that  mm  the  Oom- 
jjliiiiits  ai^  clie^T  a^:aiii^  a  Sul*<»rdiBaie  i.^tbi-er  m  jufnr  DcfMut- 
menu  jon  max  he  a}<(»rised  tben<Cff.  and  see  that  the  Canse  (if 
SOT  there  m\  be  resuored  or  lay  ibem  liefore  GenL  Parsons^  miio 
will  please  to  order  the  Inquirr  ibej  sollidt  to  be  madeu  1  hofie 
is  a  Short  Time  to  ht  with  yon  &  Shaiv  of  tout  Trosblea.  I  am 
ymr  most  Obed\  Servt 


Oulii.  Htti^ies. 
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Poughkeepsie  17th  March  1778. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  transmitted  your  Letter  of  yesterday  eon- 
iaining  a  Number  of  Articles  of  Complaint  against  the  D.  Q. 
Master  (with  one  of  a  simular  Date  of  like  Nature  from  the 
Teamsters)  to  Colo.  Hughes  with  .Directions  to  make  the  Noces- 
«ury  Inquiries  respecting  the  Grievances  you  Complain  of  & 
bave  them  removed.  I  have  also  desired  him  if  necessary  to 
lay  your  Case  before  Genl.  Parsons  the  Commanding  OflBcer  of 
the  Department.    I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
To  William  Prazer  &  others  Artificers  in  the  public  Works  at 

New  Windsor. 


[No.  1189.] 
CONTUMACIOUS  TEAMSTERS. 

OhtrmeUons   in   the   Way   of   Providing    Washington's   Army— 
Clinton  Favors  Martial  Force. 

16th  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  The  carting  is  so  exceedingly  bad  that  tis  almost  im- 
possible to  get  the  Provisions  to  Morris  Town:  about  15  or  20 
Teams  have  pas'd  the  River  with  four  Barrels  each:  150  have 
keen  removed  from  Bedford,  135  of  which  have  come  on  to  Peek- 
•kill,  where  some  of  the  Teamsters  have  drop'd  their  Loads  & 
pne  off  with  their  Teams^  about  16  Still  remain,  determind  not 
to  croaa  over  without  military  Compulsion;  some  have  drop'd 
their  Loads  on  the  Road  from  Bedford  &  are  gone  off;  about  120 
bbL  Still  remain  at  Bedford,  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Leek  the  Com- 
■isBary;  the  carting  is  00  very  bad  &  for  other  Reasons  perhaps 
it  may  not  be  beat  to  move  it  just  now :  in  Short  the  good  Whigs 

ia  *  near  Bedford  seem  determind  to  do  nothing  without  a  mili- 
4 
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tary  Force  to  compel  their  moyments  every  mile.  The  Tories  of 
Cortlaud^s  manor  are  more  Submissive.  I  wish  jour  DireetiOBi 
whether  that  come  on  to  Peekskill  fihall  be  ordered  over  immedi- 
ately or  wait  a  little  for  better  Carting  and  at  what  Time  t» 
attempt  removing  the  Residue  from  Bedford. 

One  Jesse  Uawly,  of  Bedford^  flaming  Whig,  haa  47  barrels  <tf 
Pork  an  Hand;  he  has  sold  some  on  a  Contract  for  6£  hard  momj 
or  24£  Continental  Currancy.  I  am  informd  Commisaary  Leek 
has  applied  to  him  to  purchase  &  has  offerd  him  £17-10-0  pr. 
Bbl.  which  is  10/  more  than  he  has  given  before;  or  to  refer  tbe 
Price  to  disinterested  Judges,  or  to  the  Commia'y  Oenl.  tw  the 
highest  Price  at  his  Election,  all  which  he  refuses;  Mr.  Leek  hsi 
seis'd  it  for  public  Use,  Hawley  says  he  will  pay  attention  to  tbe 
Seisure,  but  will  sell  and  the  Commissary  shall  not  have  it 
Under  these  Circumstances  1  must  beg  you  to  give  some  Orders  to 
such  Persons  in  that  Quarter  as  you  think  necessary  on  the  oe- 
caaion. 

I  am  with  Esteem  &  Regard  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  Servt 

Baml.  H.  ParMNis. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  17tb  Ifarch  177a 
D'r  sir,  I  rec'd  your  I^etter  of  yesterday's  date  respecting  pro- 
visions.   As  I  have  wrote  to  Oenl.  Washington  Informing  him  of 
the  Quantity  of  pork  he  might  Expect  from   this  Quarter  (is  i 
which  I  governed  nivself  by  your  acc*t)  I  wish  if  it  is  possible  thst  - 
it  might  be  forwarded  on  Ir^ast  it  may  have  been  depended  <hi  aid 
a  Dispointmcnt  be  attended  with  fatal  Consequences;  but  if  how- 
ever the  Carting  is  so  bad  as  not  to  admit  of  forwarding  it  «e 
must  Bubmit  to  the  Delay.    I  cant  believe  any  man,  whateftf  j 

J 
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pretensions  he  may  make,  is  a  real  friend  to  his  Country  who 
refuses  to  give  his  aid  on  this  occasion,  and  if  Military  force  is 
necessary  to  procure  the  Teams,  I  cant  see  under  the  Joint  Resolu- 
tions of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  we  can  be 
Excused  in  not  making  use  of  it.  The  Case  you  mention  of  the 
Pork  in  the  hands  of  Jesse  Hawly,  I  will  lay  before  the  Legisla- 
ture as  some  Oeneral  provision  in  such  Cases  ought  to  be  made. 
I  don't  believe  that  the  Commissary  in  the  present  occasion  will 
Incur  any  blame  in  holding  the  pork  he  has  seized.    I  am  sir  yo'r 

G.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  1190.] 

MANIFOLD  ANNOYANCES. 

CoUmH  Hughes  Canfiseates  Iran  Material  From  a  Patriot  Who  Had 

Denied  Possession. 

Col.  Malom's,  13th  March  1778. 
Sir,  After  I  wrote  your  Excellency  from  the  Village,  the  11th, 
I  proceeded  to  Kingsferry,  where  I  found  a  Quantity  of  Nail-rod- 
iron,  which,  on  Inquiry  I  had  reason  to  think  was  the  Property  of 
Col.  Ogden,  of  Boonetown,  who  had,  but  a  few  Days  before,  sent 
me  Word  that  he  was  very  sorry  he  could  not  furnish  the  Depart- 
ment with  that  Article,  as  I  had  repeatedly  applied,  for  several 
Months  past,  our  Stock  being  nearly  out, — Considering  which, 
and  the  indispensable  Necessity  there  is  for  Nails  in  the  Service, 
I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  for  publick  use,  taking  an  Acc't,  and 
giving  a  Rec't  for  such  Quantity  as  should  appear  on  further  In- 
qairy.  I  also  sent  up  for  a  Boat  to  take  in  the  Remainder  of  the 
Grain  &c  as  well  as  the  Bods,  part  of  which,  was  to  be  left  at 
West  Pointy  and  the  Best  as  far  up  as  the  Ice  would  permit.  In 
vp  thfo^  the  Clove,  with  a  Person  from  Boonetowne,  he 
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assured  me  that  the  Nail-rode  were  the  Property  of  Col.  Ogden, 
and  sent  along  to  be  of  the  way  of  the  Service;  as  several  Tons 
more  had  been;  and  this  he  learnt  from  the  Qentleman,  or  some 
of  his  Family. 

As  it  is  not  improbable  but  that  some  Acc't  of  this  may  read 
your  Excellency,  thro  another  Channel,  before  I  have  the  Honour 
of  waiting  on  yon,  Sir,  it  was  tho't  prudent  to  give  you  the 
earliest  Advice  that  Opportunity  would  afford. 

Since  I  gaind  the  last  Intelligence^  I  have  order'd  Major  Kien, 
as  well  as  my  Asst.  at  the  Village,  to  make  Inquiry  for  what  has 
been  already  sent  on,  and  secure  them  also,  at  least  till  further 
Orders,  which  I  was  induc'd  to,  from  being  told  that  the  Gentle- 
man did  not  intend  to  make  any  more  for  a  considerable  Time. 

I  must  repeat  my  Application,  that  the  Department  may  re- 
ceive assistance  of  Teams,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  comply 
with  the  Demands  of  the  Service  without.  A  large  Quantity  of 
Salt  10  now  at  the  Landing,  and  wanted  at  Headqrs.  Bendes.  if 
the  Enemj  push  up  the  River,  it  will  be  in  their  Power,  and  may 
be  the  Means  of  the  most  serious  Consequences  to  the  Army. 
Would  not  a  Recommendation  from  your  Excellency  or  the 
Legislature,  to  the  Precincts,  or  Committees,  to  turn  out,  in  Rota- 
tion, the  Number  wanted^  on  a  written  application  from  the  Q.  M. 
General's  Department?  However,  I  mean  not  to  dictate,  but 
only  offer  a  bumble  Sentiment  and  beg  to  be  thus  understood 
Sir. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdnt 

and  very  Humble  Serv't 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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The  Governor  Answers. 

[March  17,  1778.] 

D'r  Sir,  I  rec'd  yonr  Letter  of  the  13th  Instant  on  Sattnrday 

la«t  previons  to  which  I  had  answered  that  Part  of  it  respecting 

the  Nail  Bods  by  a  Letter  to  Genl.  Parsons,  who  had  also  wrote 

tome  on  the  Subject,  &  I  donbt  not  but  he  has  ere  this  communi- 

ctted  to  you  the  Substance  of  my  Letter  to  him  on  that  Occassion. 

In  respect  to  Impresses  I  am  doing  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to 

aBBiat  you.    You  know  it  is  not  in  my  Power  as  Gov'r  to  grant 

JOB  authority  for  this  Purpose  &  I  ought  to  be  cautious  how  I 

walk.    There  is  a  bill  however  now  depending  that  will  I  hope 

pat  this  Matter  Bight  &  I  am  perswaded  before  the  Boads  are  fit 

to  be  used  it  will  be  a  Law.    Yours  Sincerely, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Hughes.] 


[No.  1191.] 

8CHUYLEB  CAN  BE  DEPENDED  UPON. 

ClkiUm  Rductami  to  Take  Action  Against  the  Indians  IntU  the 
Legislature  is  Consulted. 

Poughkeepsie,  18th  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Instant.*  With 
regpect  to  Vanschaak's  &  Putnam's  Begiments  I  am  not  author- 
bed  to  cEdl  them  from  Albany  to  this  Quarter.  I  only  meant 
by  my  Letter  to  submit  the  Propriety  of  the  Measure  to  you,  as 
we  realy  need  a  greater  Number  of  Troops  to  carry  on  the  Works 
'or  the  Defence  of  the  Biver,  with  the  necessary  Expedition  than 
we  have  at  present  for  this  Important  Purpose. 

I  am  fully  of  your  Oppinion  that  if  any  Troops  can  be  con- 
aiateatly  spared  from  Albany  of  which  you  are  the  best  Judge, 

#  *Not  found. 
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the  four  Months  Militia  will  be  more  useful  on  Fateigue  than  in 
the  Field,  &  therefore  they  may  be  better  spared  for  this  Ser- 
vice than  Van  Sehaack's  Regiment.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  ongfat 
to  have  compleated  the  four  Months  Militia  to  the  full  Comple- 
ment as  ordered  him  &  you  will  obtidge  me  much  by  reminding 
him  of  this. 

I  am  so  little  acquainted  with  the  Western  Frontiers,  owing 
to  the  Number  of  New  Settlements  since  I  have  been  in  that 
Part  of  the  Country,  that  I  am  not  able  to  advise  on  the  Posts 
necessary  to  be  taken  there.  I  dare  say  Genl.  Schuyler  will  at 
all  Times  chearfully  afford  you  his  advice  on  that  Subject  &  I 
know  of  no  Man  more  capable  or  in  whom  yon  may  more  con-, 
fide.  I  am  clear  that  it  is  better  to  remove  the  Torry  Women 
you  mention,  than,  to  suffer  them  to  continue  where  they  now 
are,  ft  it  will  afford  me  Pleasure  how  soon  it  is  effected.  We 
have  always  trusted  to  the  Committees  to  disarm  the  Tories;  we 
shall  soon  have  Commissioners  who  will  have  Power  competent 
for  the  Purpose.    I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Respect  Tonr  Host 

Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  forward  to  you  several  Letters  which  I 

have  this  Moment  rec'd  by  Express  from  his  Excellency  OenL 

Washington. 

[To  Marquis  de  Lafayette.] 


Poughkeepsie  19th  March  1778. 
Sir,  In  my  Answer  of  yesterday  to  your  I^etter  of  the  16th,  I 
"^o  it  is  only  consistent  with  Principles  of  Humanity 
^.Officer  you  mention  go  Home  on  his  Parotei 
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iret  in  mj  Oppinion  it  woad  be  improper  to  indulge  him  with  a 

Bleep  to  go  to  New  York  in,  until  the  Enemy  shall  cause  to  be 

returned  a  Sloop  which  went  down  lajst  Fall  with  a  Flagg  under 

the  Direction  of  one  Brooks,  with  a  Number  of  Tory  Families  &c. 

The  Sloop  I  mean  belongs  to  one  Capt.  Baaf  of  Albany.    Brooks 

ifl  permitted  to  stay  in  the  City  ft  I  suppose  encouraged  so  to 

do  ft  claims  &  holds  the  Sloop.    I  also  omitted  Answering  that 

Part  of  your  Letter,  respecting  settling  the  Indians  you  mention 

in  the  Weirtem  Country,  and  I  cannot  now  venture  to  say  any 

Thing  on  the  Subject,  as  it  is  a  matter  concerning  which  the 

Legislature  of  this  State  ought  to  be  previously  consulted.    I 

tm  ftc. 

[G.  C] 


[No.  1192.] 
Ar.  HayeSy  a  British  Prisoner y  Asks  Information  Relative  to  the 

Price  of  Rations* 

Sir,  The  Conversation  I  have  had  with  you  yesterday  is  of  such 
moment  to  me,  that  I  Cannot  help  earnestly  requesting  your  tak- 
ing it  into  immediate  Consideration,  that  I  may  the  sooner  be 
enabled  to  go  to  New  York  agreeable  to  my  passes. 

The  matter  stands  upon  a  very  serious  Consideration  in  point 
of  Justice,  Viz.  1th,  Whether  I  am  to  pay  ten  pence,  two  thirds 
'New  York  Currency  for  each  ration,  as  is  charged  in  the  accounts 
delirer'd  me  and  particularly  stipulated  by  Dr.  Potts,  or  trible 
the  charge,  which  the  Commissary  has  no  authority  do^'  2dly 
\\Tiether  I  may  not  replace  by  purchase,  wood  and  rum  which  are 
charged  at  most  enormous  prices,  and  which  your  resolves  allow. 
nere  are  other  articles  charged  at  the  same  rates,  but  as  they 

*Tkt  WMM  •<  ^Sbm  ^(tStem  to  wImnb  Dr.  Hayes  wrote  and  who  answered  bis  complaint 
li  Ml  4l*e|M«a  t^  tt*  QtMbm  MBS.    See  pa^  177.— State  Historian. 
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arc  trifling  I  shall  not  make  them  matter  of  dispute,  bot  conine 

mvBelf  to  the  great  impropriety  of  the  other  charges  as  I  wish  to 

act  in  the  fairest  manner.    I  only  desire  the  favor  of  your  inTesti- 

gating  this  affair,  and  doubt  not  of  an  equitable  decisiou— but 

sh'd  doubts  arise,  and  you  may  not  wish  to  decide  on  it,  I  ihiU 

beg  leave  to  propose,  that  my  receipt  be  received  for  the  number 

of  rations  and  sent  your  commiss'r  of  prisoners  at  New  York  or 

Philadelphia,  to  receive  pound  for  pound  of  equal  Quality,  ud 

for  the  due  performance  of  which,  I  shall  bind  myself  in  iDj 

security  you  shall  please  to  require. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  Sir,  Your  Most 

obed.  humble  serv't 

John  McNamara  Hayes. 

Albany  March  18th  1778. 


[No.  1193.] 
And  the  Answer  to  Dr.  Hayes*  Communicatum. 

Albany  March  19th  177& 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Favour  of  yesterday,  and  was  in  hqiei 
tliat  the  diBi>atches  arrived  last  night  from  Congress  coold  bring 
ine  some  light  about  the  affair  you  wish,  and  I  desire  very  sin-  . 
(Orel y  myself  to  see  soon  settled,  but  as  I  am  disappointed  in  my 
K\|MMtation.s  I  wont  loose  any  Time  in  making  you  an  answer 
wiiirh  could  be  more  [>articular,  was  I  dii'ected  by  the  Sight  o( 
wliat  passcHl  between  Maj'r  Oenl.  (Jates  or  any  Body  from  him 
and  vou,  but  my  brinjr  till  this  moment  in  that  [Mirt  of  General 
Washington's  army  which  is  under  his  Exrell's  Immediate  com- 
inand.  lias  niad<'  nir  iath(T  a  StraiigiT  to  the  |K>int  now  in  Que^r 
I  ion,  lun]  I  .Mssiiit'  vou.  Sir.  if  1  am  ranti<ms  it  is  more  by  fear  of 
i.iakiii;:  any  Injiisiiee  to  yon  than  by  this  of  hurting  our  own 

JiJitTl'Sl. 
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I  am  nat  entitled  to  ascertain  that  the  Congn^ss  of  the  United 
Btates  means  to  grant  the  Rations  to  the  Jiritish  Prisoners  at  tlie 
rates  which  is  given  to  their  Troops  as  a  Bounty,  tho  it  costs  niucli 
more,  but  I  can  assure  jou,  that  you  will  not  pay  by  any  means  'i 
Farthing  more  in  Gold  than  we  have  paid  in  paper.  I  am  very 
Borry  indeed,  that  the  refusing  of  lour  Currency  paper  in  the  j)laces 
now  under  your  power,  deprives  you  of  the  agreement  of  purchas 
ing  or  reimplacing  in  a  way  which  would  perhaps  be  more  con- 
venient for  you. 

Your  proposition  of  giving  pound  for  pound  of  equal  Quality, 
seems  to  me  more  consistent  with  the  Intentions  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  therefore.  Sir,  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  agree 
with  you  in  that  point,  when  I  will  see  or  the  Powers  you  are 
invested  with,  for  taking  those  engagements  and  the  Time  stipn- 
bted  for  their  performance  or  the  proper  Security  you  will  bo 
pleased  to  give — but,  Sir,  you  will  easily  conceive  that  I  cant  give 
von  a  desiscive  answer,  when  I  do  not  know  yet  which  have  been 
the  particular  promises  of  Genl.  Gates  about  your  going  to  New 
York,  and  in  the  same  time  I  see  that  you  have  not  heard  from  him 
BJnce  yoo  have  wrote  on  that  Subject  and  this  of  the  Rations. 

I  have  sent  an  Express  to  Congress  who  will  be  soon  back,  but 
Dij  desire  of  complying  to  your  wishes  is  such,  that  I  have  dis- 
patched one  other  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  who  certainly 
most  have  known  much  more  upon  this  affair  than  myself,  who 
ras  farther  and  by  whose  intelligences  I  hope  to  be  enabled  to 
>ropose  yoo  several  ways  of  settling  the  Business,  which  could  be 
igreeable  to  yoo,  then,  Sir,  I  should  not  expect  the  answer  from 
'ongrefls  &  it  gives  me  a  great  pleasure  to  see  that  on  account  of 
be  weather  tUl  this  Time  and  the  necessary  preparations  my 
etarding  for  a  tew  day«  a  deciscive  answer  cannot  detail  yo\ir 
oiag  to  fbe  place  where  jou  wish  io  be. 
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A<'<!onliii|;  lo  w hit  1* yon  liavc  told  mo  in  onr  <.V>iivorKation.  tbt 
oar  CoiKlurt  in  thiH  placo  should  regulate  this  of  3'onr  Geuenib 
ri  only  annwer  that  the  Time  iw  come,  where  we  have  no  morf 
Objection  to  a  strict  Retaliation  on  both  Sides  and  on  every  re- 
spect.    Kir,  very  sincerely  Tve  the  honor  to  be  Your  most  obt. 

H^T't. 

To  I)octV  Hayes. 
A  Copy. 


[No.  1194.] 
The  Neto  Quotas  and  Their  Equipment. 

In  Congress;  March  19th  17TS. 

KrHolvt^l,  Tliat  it  be  earnestly  rei'ommended  to  the  several 
States  to  take  the  most  speedy  i^  effectual  measures  for  nimng 
tlieir  quotas  of  men,  agn^eably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congrenof 
the  *Jti  ulto..  ^:  to  caus4'  tlie  men  so  raised,  or  which  had  been 
i;«i)^'d.  previous  xo  tlie  passinp:  that  ri'solve.  to  march  to  their 
pla«*fs  of  n»nde7.vous  without  the  smallest  delay:  taking  care  that 
;»N  many  as  |H»ssible  come  armed  and  accouterod. 

And  that  a  nuH>'  ivriain  %^  adei^iiate  supply  of  aceoatrement? 
luav  Ih*  pr\^Yidt^i. 

K«^^l\tM.  Thai  it  Iv  rtvommeudtti  to  each  State  to  mppointsome 
^V'.i;:ib-c  |vrs\Mi  or  |h  rsous  to  ^^^t  mad«\  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
AS  :«Aay  ^-xki^^ccii  #«^:cs  of  .uv^^iiLrx-mruts  &  $(<ire  bayonet  sheaths, 
ji>  >t.;i*i  Iv  suttivUu:  for  :ht  ir  rt^jy, '.iw  i)uoc.i»of  troop»:  the  ran* 
:  »lir"  *v\ts  :v^  »v  :iui%h  *:.*  n-^Ui  :»v:;:y  h-elv  r«>uad$  of  oaririd^nei^ 
v*""    V  ".;.-..U    .'.v  \\  .'    s^v.  -   U.    ^.  A     :.       .^-r  «>f  jEii^Ml  :!Lnlfe»iaDtial 

..     .  ^    «  ,'.   /.  s  '■..-..■'  v.;  •  -    -.  "Vi-  the  ammunitioB 

•  "*   :•:  •■•h-.x.    :r  ....'A   >  ^z;  ■:•.•..•:  .-^v  ■•>■:  -s-.z    ;*Dd  CO  pfVTe«t  UB- 
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fo  examine  &  receive  the  acrouti-eiiieiits,  with  orders  to  reject  biuIi 

ftg  are  bad  &  insufficient,  &  that  the  accoutrements  so  provided 

fihall  be  sent  forward  with  the  troops,  or  as  soon  after  as  possible: 

That  in  case  in  anj  State  thej  have  quantities  of  tin,  instead  of 

cartonch  boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge  cannisters  be 

furnished  agreeably  to  a  pattern  or  description  to  be  sent  by  the 

l»oard  of  war. — Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 
Reed,  from  S'cry.  27th. 


[No.  1195.] 
Major  Stephens  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  Ticonderoga  Cannon, 

Albany,  March  19th  1778. 

H'd  Sir,  In  compliance  with  your  request  signifid  by  Billet  this 
day,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  you  as  particular  an  account  of  the 
<.'anon  sent  from  Ticonderoga  as  is  come  within  my  knowled^re. 

The  Ice  being  very  bad  when  the  Sleys  first  went  up,  prevented 
their  taking  up  the  heaviest  Pieces,  in  Consequence  of  which  ten 
nine  pounders,  fourteen  six  pounders,  eight  four  pounders  aud  one 
three  poander  have  arrived,  which  are  all  more  or  less  damaged, 
the  heaviest  of  which  I  am  stocking  and  putting  Trunnions  on,  for 
immediate  Service  and  I  hope  to  have  the  whole  completely 
mounted  in  fifteen  days. 

Lieut.  Ferry  is  just  arrived  informs  me  there  are  four  eighteen 
poonders  and  one  Twelve  between  Skeensbury  and  Fort  Anns; 
One  Thirty  two  Poander,  two  twelves,  and  one  Six  pounder  lost 
in  the  lake  between  Skeensborough  and  Ticonderoga,  the  rest  re- 
niain  at  Ticonderoga.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  heavy  pieces 
from  Half  Hoon  immediately,  in  order  to  have  them  mounted,  and 
yon  may  rest  asBored  that  no  Exertions  of  mine  shall  be  wanting 
ill  get  fbe  Biver  in  a  good  Posture  for  defence;  altho  I  ba\^  i\e\v^v 
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n<<'i\(Hl  any  ordrrs  or  directions  with  resp<M't  to  the  disposition  of 
tin*  Tannon  iM'forc  or  since  ihcir  arrival,  thai,  howt'ver,  has  not 
(acasioncd  nic  a  inonn^nts  dchiy. 

Tlicn*  are  at  pn^siMit  in  tlic  i>ark  two  Six  Ponnders,  and  tivu 
three  ponndtfrs,  mounted  on  travelling  Carriages,  fit  for  immediato 
Service;  also  twelve  Six  ponndere,  one  four  pounder  and  Six  tbrw 
pounders,  not  damaged  which  I  intend  to  have  mounted  as  soou 
ar>  the  heavier  Pieces  are  done. 

1  am  Sir  with  much  n^spect  &  Esteem  Your  Honor's  most  Obedi- 
ent liumb'e  Ser't 

Ebenezer  S+ephens. 
To  the  Marquis  de  hi  Fayett(\ 


[No.  1 190.1 
En»i(/n  Ih-oim  Complahis  Becduac  Juniors  Have  Jumped  hinL 
To  his  Excellency  Gwirge  Clinton  CJovernor  of  the  State  of  New 
York.    • 

The  petition  of  Jonath  Brown  numbly  Sheweth  your  petitioner 
Entred  Into  the  Service  of  the  Tnited  States  in  the  year  Seventy 
Six  Iq  CoUo.  Van  Scuick's  Ittfdgment;  had  the  rank  of  fifth  Enfiign 
In  the  redgment  NovV  1-ltb  177fl;  received  recruiting  Orders  pre- 
^0  which  1  was  Superseded  by  four  who  got  rank  of  me,  I 
^Collo.  at  thai  time  if  I  was  ao  wwed  any  more,  1  would  hj 
i  Bf*rvi»  any  Icnigrr;  at  the  Ktate  Arranpment,  Mr.  Wendle 
\\^\\  \ivrM  <rt^r  me  wlnt  had  never  been  in  the  Service  before. 
uAagc,  in  oiy  Ilumble  Opinion,  i»  Huflleietit  reason  for  any 
Jr.  r  lUif  '-  Hii  III  43ii  hln  dti<y  to  Peeline  the  Service*  I  am 
•  CViuntrr  If  I  fmve  tny  niuk,  but  !  Cannet 
f»"i   .  M  ^  orfT  iflp,  ftir  no  other  reason  but  bfcaiti^ 

Uo  Imd  ^  VB«'«^Wi«int  'iml  I  bad  none.    I  have  Re^ 
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cmited  thirty  Odd  men  for  the  redgment,  and  he  only  one.     I 

Lope  your  Exellency  will  not  Bleani  me  for  resining.     I  Hope,  Sir, 

you  will  Consider  the  premises  and  Grant  me  Such  relief  as  you  in 

your  wisdom  Shall  devise,  and  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  Bound 

Shall  pray. 

Jonathan  Brown,  En. 
Poughkeepsie  March  19th  1778. 


[No.  1197.] 

Thomas  Palmer  Puts  in  a  Good  Word  for  S<jmuel  Brewster^  Jr. 

Sir.  Agreeable  to  the  Request  of  Col.  Marvin,  Chairman  of  the 
Committe  of  Orange  County,  which  he  Informed  me  was  a^ee- 
able  to  an  Order  to  him  from  your  Excellency,  and  the  Hon'ble 
Senate,  I  have  Bound  over  the  Bearer  hereof,  Samuel  Brewster 
Jun'r,  to  appear  at  the  next  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  in  this 
C-ounty,  to  answer  the  Complaint  of  Col.  Luddington  ag't  him  for 
Transporting  flour  out  of  this  State,  Contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Embargo  Act  &c. 

Mr.  Brewster  Seems  much  Concerned  that  his  Carracter  Should 
Stand  Impeached  in  a  matter  in  which  he  Says  he  Conceives  him- 
self Intirely  Innocent  and  in  Order  to  Clear  the  matter  up  on  his 
part,  has  applyed  to  the  County  Committe  for  a  hearing.  I  In- 
formed him,  that  I  Conceived  that  Committe  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it  ae  a  matter  beyond  their  Power — he  alledges,  that  as  not 
only  his  Charracter  but  private  Intrust  is  likely  to  be  much 
Damaged  if  his  Tryal  is  put  of  untill  the  Supreme  Court  Sits;  he 
therefore  Seem*  Extreamly  anxious  for  a  hearing.  Upon  which 
I  Informed  him  that,  poradventure,  if  he  waited  on  your  Excel- 
lency, you  might  favour  him  by  Ordering  Some  Court  of  Inquiery 
before  whome  he  may  have  a  hearing.    It  appears  to  me  If  I  have 


62  Public  Papbks  of  Gkougb  Cunton. 

a  right  Idea  of  his  IntontionB  from  his  Representation  of  the 
mattery  and  from  the  Circumstance  of  the  Bills  of  Parcels  of  the 
Salt  he  Imported  being  after  the  Imbargo  Act  took  place,  that  he 
is  Really  Innocent  of  any  Intention  of  Foregoing  the  Spirit  of  the 
Act — and  if  their  is  any  fault  it  lies  in  the  Commiss'r  Mr.  Brooks^ 
Either  thro  Ignorance  or  design.  And,  if  your  Excellency  would 
please  to  give  yourself  the  Leisure  to  hear  Mr.  Brewster's  Bepre- 
sentation  of  the  matter,  I  am  a  good  Deal  of  Opinion  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  apt  to  think  favourable  of  his  Intentiona — and 
should  that  be  the  Case  your  Exellency  being  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  his  General  Charracter.  I  make  no  doubt  yoor 
Excellency  will  favour  him  in  anything  Consistent  with  yonr 
honour  and  the  Publick  Safety. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  & 
most  humble  Serv't 


New  Burgh  ll>th  March  1778. 

Hi3  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Thos.  Palmer. 


[No.  1198.] 
JofMthan  Brooks  Files  Two  Grievances  in  Writing. 
Sir,  I  Beg  your  Exelences  Indulgence  and  your  favarable  Notii 
a  few  moments  till  I  Relate  to  you  two  grievences  I  Labour  under, 
as  I  know  not  how  to  be  Bedrest  without  your  Notis.  Sir,  the 
first  is  that  ye  10th  of  November  I^st  past,  I  had  two  valuable 
horses  taken  from  me  by  a  quarter  mast.of  Genl.  Larrad'sBeegade, 
who  told  me  that  if  I  would  send  or  Come  to  Ghoshen  they  shoald 
Be  releaved;  accordingly  I  went  But  was  Denide  my  horses  both 
By  ye  qua.  M.  of  the  Beegade  and  ye  Com.  Commandant,  which 
^mB  Ck>iil.  Baley,  till  they  got  other  teems  to  moove  on  agais. 
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But  it  8eem8  they  was  »om  what  put  to,  to  git  teems,  and  so  took 
my  horses  with  them  so  that  I  have  not  got  them  to  this  Day,  and 
have  suflPered  much  for  want  of  them;  now  if  your  Exelence 
please,  I  Expect  that  if  you  would  give  me  a  few  Lines,  as  your 
wisdom  shall  Direct  to  general  Washenton,  I  would  hope  I  should 
Be  Bedrest;  my  other  grievance  is  that  as  I  was  appointed  one  of 
ye  Commisioners  for  granting  Licence  to  transport  flower  out  of 
this  state,  a  Report  without  foundation  has  prevaild,  that  I  have 
Been  wilfully  gilty  of  Doing  Bong  In  the  Excecution  of  that 
office,  which  I  am  positive  was  never  my  Intention,  and  think  it  in 
my  power  to  sattisfye  your  Exelence  and  Every  other  unpre- 
gidensed  person  of  my  Innosency  had  I  an  opertunity;  so,  sir,  I 
also  Begg  that  in  your  wisdom  you  would  appoint  some  mode 
that  I,  with  Mr.  Bruster,  ye  Bareer  hereof,  may  have  an  oper- 
tunity suddenly  to  Cleare  our  Caracters  in  that  affair.  I  should 
not  have  had  wrote  to  you  But  a  Come  my  self,  But  Being  alone 
and  so  Confinde,  I  Could  not  Come;  if  your  Excelence  pleases  to 
grant  me  these  favours  I  shall  always  Look  oji  my  self  as  your 

most  humb.  and  Obd.  ser. 

Jonathan  Brooks. 
Bethlem  Orring  County. 

March  19  1778. 

To  His  Exelence  Gorge  Clinton  at  Pokipsee. 


[No.  1199.] 

SCHENECTADY  DECLARES  A  GRIEVANCE. 

Against  Billeting  of  Troops,  the  Discrimination  in  Favor  of  Albany 

and  One  Man  Holding  Three  Positions. 

To  the  Committee  of  Schenectady, 

Gentlemen,  We  the  Inhabitants  of  this  town  &  Distract  beg 
Leave  to  Lay  befoi^  you  a  state  of  Orievences  which  (in  our 
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opinionm  we  have  Just  cause  to  Complain  of,  and  as  yon  are 
fKiinted  bv  ns  to  the  Care  and  management  of  the  public  affdn 
this  District,  It  is  though  yoar  Means  we  Look  for  and 
I{^fdre*B. 

In  the  firKt  place  you  know  that  a  Barracks  was  Built  Here 
the  Reception  of  Such  Troops  as  might  be  ordered  Here  from  t 
to  time,  in  order  that  the  Inhabetants  Should  be  free  from 
Tronlile  and  exf>ence  of  Having  them  billited  on  them;  thati 
withstanding  this.  I^st  fall  the  Barrecks  was  Converted  inton 
Hospital  and  the  troops  to  be  quartered  here  was  billeted  on  0% 
which  have  been  Both  troublesom  and  finding  them  with  fiiewooi 
attended  with  a  Great  deal  of  Expence,  which  we  haye  not  hii 
the  I^east  allowance  for  but  ho|>e  you  wil  indevour  to  procure 
a  profKfr  Con^sederation  for  it.  j 

Secondly,  the  director  of  the  Hospital  appointed  a  ComiMiiJf 
and  under  him  a  Number  of  other  officers  for  that  Department, 
who  are  a  part  Disafacted  persons  to  the  States,  which  we  look  to 
be  both  Verry  ungenerous  and  unjust  to  appoint  Enemys  to  the 
Country  to  iK)8ts  of  profite  while  so  many  true  friends  are  in  want 
of  bread;  and  altho  the  Sick  have  been  intirely  removed  from  the 
hospital  Some  Considerable  time  ago.  a  Docter  Commessaryy 
Deputy  Commessary  and  their  attendents  are  still  keep  in  pay, 
which  we  look  upon  to  be  intirely  a  waste  of  the  public  money, 
and  as  we  Expect  to  Bear  a  part  of  the  public  Expence  we  Cannot 
hi*lp  r^mplaining  of  tins  abuse  and  hope  that  they  may  be 
Emediately  Discharged. 

Thirdly,  that  Tireat  partiallity  hath  hetherto  Been  Shewen  to 
the  InhalMtanls  of  Albany,  apointing  them  in  preference  to  usti 
IK>HtR  and  places  in  the  public  Service,  tho  the  far  greatest  part* 
of  the  Citixens  of  Albany  are  in  Some  public  posts,  there  is  oaHf 
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ttree  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  Imployod  in  public  Service  (Ex-  * 
dudTe  of  Soldiers);  That  they  not  Setlesfyed  with  tilling  all  the 
posts  in  Albany  with  their  own  friends  but  have  Kent  a  CJom- 
niisary  and  Commisary's  Clark  here  to  act,  wliile  we  are  Confident 
we  have  people  Enough  Capable  to  fill  Such  places. 

That  Upon  all  Ocations  when  the  Melitia  is  Called  out,  we  have 
Bent  three  men  to  the  field  for  one  that  the  City  of  Albany  have 
done,  they  being  Chiefiy  Exempt  By  the  public  Employment  they 
^j  hold;  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  do  their  duty;  this  we  look 
ppou  to  be  unjust  and  must  beg  Jjeave  to  tell  you  that  we  Expact 
a  more  Equatable  Distribution  of  public  offices  will  be  made; 
That  we  at  all  times  are  willing  to  do  out  part  of  the  public  Ser- 
vice, providing  we  Can  Keep  Some  proportion  of  the  public  Bene- 
fit, and  unless  we  can  have  that,  we  disvice  you  will  not  call  on 
U8  for  any  further  Services,  but  on  those  who  are  filling  their 
pockets  while  many  of  us  are  in  Dainger  of  SulTering  for  want. 

Fourthly,  that  one  of  the  thr(»e  Gentlemen  in  this  town  im- 

ployed  in  th^  public  Sarvice,  hold  no  less  then  four  ]:>OHts  viz  A. 

D.  Quarter  Master  General^  I).  Commisary,  1>.  Barrack  Master, 

D.  Forrage  Master,  which  we  look  upon  to  be  unjust  for  so  many 

posts  to  be  given  to  one  man  while  so  many  are  in  want  and  have 

none  at  all. 

Gentlemen  These  are  the  Grevonccs  we  at  prcsmt  (N>niplain  of 
and  in  full  assurance  that  they  will  be  redressed  as  far  as  in-your 
superior  Judgment  they  ought  and  in  your  power  to  procure  we 
Remain. 

Gentlemen  with  the  Greatest  Re8[)ect  your  most  humble  Kar- 
vants 

Bchonectady  March  the  20th  1778. 
Abraham  Swits,   Major;  Jelles   Fonda,   Capt.;   Abraham  Je 

1 
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Truax;  John  MyndiM-s,  ("apt.;  Thomas  B.  Banker,  Capt;  Lsuininre 
Myndf^i'H,  JJtMit;  Johhc  Van  Slyrk,  Tapt;  Jacol)Us  Peek,  Lieut. 

Anait  S.  \^*dd<M\  AHmmI  S.  Vn^dder,  Jarobus  V.  Rice,  Harnien 
Myndors,  Jacob  Fonda,  Fradrirk  Tlute,  John  F.  Clute,  Isaac 
Cliite,  John  Enipio,  Thomas  Haropo,  Ry<kert  V.  Vranken.  Dirick 
V.  Vnmken,  JilliR  Van  Vorst,  Mathis  Clark,  JohaniH  D.  Port, 
Danial  Fori,  Tliilip  (Srodt.  Isaac  Rona,  Daniel  Cornue,  Peter 
IVtei-Hon,  Jacob  S.  Vroman,  Abraham  V.  Vorst,  ITenry  Van  Drii*- 
wm,  Caleb  Trnex,  David  Fi-ank,  John  ('rownhom,  Isaac  Suitn, 
Henry  Dowler,  Klias  Rosa,  Cornelius  V.  Do  Voider,  John  Clute, 
John  B.  Vi-oman,  Ahaswei-ns  (I.  Marselis.  John  Coral,  John 
Combs,  Cornelius  (iroot,  Al)raham  P.  Truax,  Andrew  Truex, 
Iiendri<!k  Vcvder,  Simon  John  V.  Aiitweii>,  CorneliuB  De  Graff, 
Kimon  J.  Vroman,  John  Dj^don,  John  Van  Dreson,  William  Ly- 
thall,  Nicholas  Harhuydl,  Walter  Vroman. 
SclKinectady  Committee  C-hamber  :i4th  March  1778. 

The  above  is  a  Iiik*  C^»ppy  taken  from  the  onginal. 

And'w  McFarlan  Ohair-n. 


[No.  1200.] 

CoUmel  FranciH  liarhvr  Notifies  Clinton  That  Washingt(^n  and  Howv 
If  an:  Arranffal  for  tlw  IJjvhanffe  of  Primncrs. 

Hanover,  March  2(Hh  '78. 

Sir,  WIk'Ii  I  left  C'amp  I  promis<'d  myself  the  Honor  of  wziiting 

upon  you,  but  through  badness  of  Roads  iS:  other  Contingencies 

the  Term  of  my  fuilou^h  is  so  far  ehi]»sed  a»  to  prevent  my 

travelinj;  farth<»r. 

fThe  Season  of  the  Year  ha^  prevented  any  principal  events 

taking  place  betwe^^n  the  two  armies,  except  an  Accommodation 

for  the  Exi'lnmgc  of  rri»ouerH.    Uon.  Wovf\!  Vi^  at  length  ac- 
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ceded  to  Gen.  Washington's  Terms,  and  the  tenth  instant  was 
the  day  appointed  for  Commissioners  fnmi  both  to  set  in  Ger- 
mantowu  to  settle  the  Excliange. 

The  army  is  undergoing  another  Change  I  ho[)e,  much  for  the 
.better.  The  nunit>er  of  OflRcers  is  considerably  reduced;  which 
will  afford  an  opjmrtunity  of  dismissing  the  unworthy.  Field 
Oflieers  are  allowed  Companies;  and  the  regimental  Stall  are  to 
be  taken  from  the  Line,  with  an  additional  pay.  Instead  of 
thn»e,  there  are  to  be  only  two  Subalterns  to  each  Company,  a 
Lieut,  and  Ensign;  and  nine  Companies  in  a  Kegiment,  one  of 
which  will  be  Light  infantr}'  to  be  embodied  in  Battalion  during 
Campign  Service. 

From  the  unsettled  Office  my  brother  held  in  the  army,  that  of 
Adjutant  in  one  of  the  sixteen  additional  Regiments  which  are 
to  be  reduced,  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  return  to  his  native 
Province,  not  doubting,  if  there  should  be  an  a<*tive  Campeign 
here  the  ensuing  Summer,  that  he  might  obtain  an  Appointment 
worthy  his  Acceptance.  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  recom- 
mending him  to  your  Excellency's  Notice. 

I  can  with  safety  represent  him  i)ossessed  of  merit  and  Abili- 
ties. His  Capacity  and  Education  is  good;  his  Industry  &  Appli- 
cation to  the  Duties  of  an  Officer  has  rendered  him  an  exact 
Disciplinarian;  and  his  Courage  &  Conduct  in  Action  has  ever 
been  approved.  In  short  his  Behaviour  was  such  (he  last  Cam- 
peign as  to  induce  Gen.  Ccmwav  to  ]»lace  particular  Confidence 
in  him,  and  I  will  venture  to  V(m<*li  for  his  honoring  any  A])point- 
ment  adequate  to  his  Abilities  ^^^  Experience. 
I  am  Sir,  with  respect  your  Excellency's  most  humble  Servant 

F.  Barber. 
a«T€nmr  Clinton. 
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[No.  1201.] 

Militiaffien  Excevdingly  Reluctant  to  Come  Forward. 

Albany,  20th  March  1778. 

Kir,  Your  Excelh^ncj-'s  favour  of  tho  9th  Instant*  I  have  Rw'c 

Agr<*eable  to  your  Ke(|uest  I  have  Immediately  on  the  Iterap 

of  your  letter,  wrote  to  the  Several  Colonells  of  my  Brigade  * 

Requested  them  to  [)oint  out  to  me  such  OtHcers  as  are  diaqual 

li<Hl  to  serve  their  (^'ouutry  from  disaffection  or  other  Cau8<?; 

have  pressiHl  them  to  do  it  without  delay;  as  soon  as  I  am  fu: 

nislied  therewith  I  will  Transmitt  it  to  your  Ejxcellency.    A  fei 

days  ago  I  saw  Collo.  Williams  from  Charlottee  County;  he  tell 

me  it  is  Impossible  for  them  to  furnish  any  men;  of  the  320  me 

Ordered  to  be  EmbodicNl  out  of  this  County,  only  78  OflBcer 

Included  are  come  to  this  IMace;  there  appears  a  most  Shamefu 

neglect  &  I  am  Inclined  to  think  the  Officers  are  to  Blame.    Th 

manor  of  Livingston's  Proportion  was  31,  &  only  threi*  have  a| 

peared  hen*  as  yet.     A  Militia  Law  is  Exceedingly  wanted. 

hope  it  will  no  longer  be  delayed.    With  great  Respect  I  Remai 

Your  Excel Tcy's  Most  humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
Gov'r  Clinton, 


•Src  raKei>   13-H. 
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Mav  ii  Pl»»as«'  ycMir  Kxirllenrv,  1  Kee'd  y'r  Exrrllencios  Letter 
This  Day  with  Order  to  ttirn  out  one  third  part  of  this  Hej^t. 
luiUH'-adiately  to  iiiareli  to  West  Point  (here  hein^  a  Number  of 
ExfUipts  within  the  Destriet  of  this  Kegt.  Such  a8  have  had 
<'«»niniis.siMns  in  Service  and  others  Refugees  from  Helow  who 
had  riiniinissions  there  in  Service  and  in  the  Militia  and  snrh  as 
•  alls  ib«*niselves  "  Silvi*r  Greys  "  those  jK^rsons  Insists  that  they 
ar»'  n«iT  Round  to  do  Duty  nor  ol)liged  to  turn  out  when  the 
iiiilifia  are  <*all*d  upon  which  has  Treated  (ireat  rnrasiness  in 
this  K«'gt.  Kspt'cially  among  the  Elder  sort  of  pe<»ple  iMM-ause 
ainon^  those  Exempts  are  a  XumluT  of  young  People.  1  would 
ih»'r«-fi»n-  Im*  (liad  to  know  y'r  ExceUencies  Pleasure  whethrr 
ihosf  pfM'sons  are  Liable  to  Join  the  K<'gt.  &  wlu'ther  it  is  in  my 
p«*w«'r  To  l.'uniniand  them  to  do  Duty  in  Proportion  with  this 
K^'-IT.  Would  be  (Slad  y'r  Excellt*ncy  would  be  ]ileased  to  s<*nd 
an  answiT  p'r  Beaivr  so  that  I  may  piocerd  arr(»idingly.  From 
\'v  most   Hble.  &  Obdt.  serv't 

Abr  m  P»rinrk<Th<»tf  Lt.  Toll. 
T<i  His   Exc«dlenry  (leorge  (Mint<in   Esqr.  (lovernor  &c.  of  tin* 
STati-  of  New  V»nk. 


Sir.  1  am  directed  l»y  his  Exrellrmy  the  (rovrrnor  in  answi  r  to 
yiiur  I>*lter  to  him  of  yesterdays  date  to  Inform  y<Mi.  that  if  tln'ie 
art'  any  Exempts  by  Militia  Law  in  your  Uegt.  Iir  t'omM'iv«*s 
neither  you  nor  himself  can  call  th<Mu  into  the  ]>rcs('nt  Si^ivirr 


72  Public  Papkus  i»k  fiKOKi;K  rMXTox. 

as  Kx(Miipis  if  any  tluTe  niv  luiisl  1h*  ( 'oiisidtfred  hh  Such  a  part 

of  voiir  lii%\.  from  whi<:h  your  jn'(»s<»nt  Cinota  is  to  bo  taken.   I 

am  sir  Your  llble.  Ser*t 

[ Secret aiy  toU.C] 
Colo.  UriiickerliolT. 


[No.  1L>04.] 

The  (Movcrnors  of  Xeic   York  and  Conmvticut   RequfStfd  to  Aid 
Ovncral  MvUouijall  in  Completing  the  Defences  of  the  Uudton. 

In  Toii^ri'ss;  21"  March  1778. 

l{(>8ol\ni].   That  p>v*r  riintoii  <S:  gov*r  Trumbull  be  r€H]ue9ted 

to  jrive  eviMv  assismiirr  iu  \h*'\v  pnwrr  lo  jreufral  MrDougal  for 

|ierfi*cliiij:  ihr  ilefeine  of  the  Nnrlh  river. 

Extrai'l  fmm  ihi*  iniiiutrs; 

l6i'l«iH*r  P.  Smith  sec.  p.  Ten. 


iitiVKKNOK  rhlNTt^N  APPEALS  TO  TFIE  LEfJISLATI'RE. 
lit  Ihftin^t  Iitnni^li*Ue  Art  ion  Taken  Atjainftt  -"^UJi  pets— The  Order 
;•'/•  the  MiJiti^i  t**  Pffr^'^^l  to  th*  llyjhlnnd^. 

•iff^nilt  Hull.  Yuu  will  lii'M'wiih  r»*i.ivi-  a  R«-sii]uiioD  of  the 
llonorsiblc  thr  I'fnpnss.  ..f  iL-  iL'Mi  ..f  Mari-h.  InstaDt.  The 
Subjitl  i»f  it  is  h":i:hlv  imp-'iMii!.  ainl  ij.i-i;iiiij>  vi.nr  iimsi  f^Tioni 
Atifiiiiuii.  1  ihink  ::  liiv  l»'-\  i..  ;i;f..:ijj  vm.  ihai  divers  difr 
afftiitti  PiTMins  aui]  Fi.:. .:!!■■>  li^-. .1  ai;'i  rt-^:d•-  :d  The  Vicinity 
of  s«-Vfral  of  Tl.f  P.«^:s.  Y  ::>  .i:.':  l',;>w  >  \u  tL!s  Stale,  and  that 
ihvre  i»  >:rt-a:  K-.i>  •:.  "-  >  >;  •  •:.-;»  .x:*-  iii>;rumeDtal  ii 

irivlni*  the  Kn«-r..\  .!.>•:-..•.:  I:.-  .  j  :.  ••  f:  ■:.  Tiiu*-  ToTiiiie,of 
thtir  Stair  aiid  «.•-:.:.:.  :     .-  :    :   :l  ::.v  p...wrr  to  pemort 

them.  and.  tbrrt-r.:-.  s.:..:   -  :.    Yzyr'.^iy  of  s{ie«ditf 

"ising  Some  Mv^in*  wr..-:-  :;.    : .  .  •..  r- :..  .r-d.    This ) 


"..I.  \  .'.  -.i^  ^^ '  f.  - 
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nesB  calls  for  the  greater  Dispatch,  as  the  Beason  for  uiilitary 

Operations  approaches  fast.    It  is  also  proi>er,  that  you  should 

be  informed,  that  there  are  iu  this  State,  certain  Persons  who 

have  collected  considerable  CJuantities  df  Provisions  of  various 

Kinds,  which  they  refuse  to  sell  at  the  current  Price,  for  Paper 

Money.    This  Evil,  unless  immediately  remedied,  may  prove  of 

dangerous  Consequences,  as  there  is  Beason  to  presume,  that 

those  Supplies  are  intended  for  the  Use  of  the  Enemy. 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you,  that  some  late  Accounts  I 

have  received  of  the  Movements  of  the  Enemy,  have  induced  me 

to  order  a  considerable  Body  of  the  Militia  to  the  Posts  in  the 

Highlands,  as  well  to  provide  for  their  Defence,  as  to  forward 

the  Works  erecting  there  to  secure  the  Navigation  of  Hudson's 

River.    Should  the  operations  of  the  Enemy  render  it  mn^essary 

to  call  a  greater  Proportion  of  the  Militia  into  the  Field,  I  shall 

think  it  my  Duty  to  head  them;  and  therefore,  I  flatter  myself, 

that  the  more  important  Objects  only  of  the  Legislature,  will, 

for  the  present,  engage  their  AtttMition. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Pooghkeepsie,  March  21,  1778. 


[No.  1205.] 
In  Regard  to  the  Sale  of  Lottery  Tickets. 

Albany  ye  21st  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  Directed  to  make  a  Bet  urn  to  the  Sitting  Man- 
agers of  the  United  States  Lottery  How  many  Tickets  I  have 
disposed  of  and  what  Bemain  on  hand.  You  will  please  to  In- 
form me  the  number  you  have  Disposed  of  the  800  Tickets  sent 
you.  I  Bemain  with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most 
Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  Commiss'r  State  N.  Y. 
To  His  Excellency  Oeorge  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1206.] 
Colonel  Hay  Denies  an  Allega4ion. 

Haveratraw  March  2M  1778. 
Sir,  The  day  before  yesterday  I  saw  Judge  Coe  who  informed 
iiie,  that  you  told  him  that  you  had  wrote  me  two  Letters,  and 
that  you  was  much  surprised  that  I  had  not  answered  either  of 
them,  I  do  assure  you  upon  my  word  and  Honor  that  I  have  not 
received  a  Single  Line  fmm  your  Excellency,  since  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  New  Windsor  a  little  after  the  reduction 
of  Fort  Montgomery. 

I  bog  your  Excellency  will  now  communicate  the  Contents  of 
the  above  mentioned  Ijettei*8,  and  your  Excellency's  orders  ^hall 
be  punctually  complied  with.  I  am  with  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Hum.  Serv't 

A.  Hawkes  lliiy. 

N.  H.  riease  excuse  great  haste  &  the  want  of  Paper. 
To  ilia  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1207.] 
Returns  of  Colonel  lAuHnton^s  Regiment. 
IMuvu  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  of  tlu*  County  of  Dulehess 
iiiid  Slate  of  N(*w  York,  CommandM  by  (^olloiiel  Henry  Ludlnton. 
FnMlricksburg  Pivcinct  March  23d  1778.  ' 


eoup^KlKi^. 


DitM  WiirflTbiif>*ii 
John  HdtrbU 
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[No.  1208.] 

Colofui  Maloom  Recommends  WiUiam  Barber  as  an  Aidede-Camp 
to  Chvemor  Clinton. 

Wallkill  March  23rd  1778. 

Sir,  My  neighbour  Mr.  Barber  just  now  informs  me  that  he  is 
itald  you  have  vacancys  for  one  or  two  Young  Gentlemen  as 
Secret'ys  or  A.  D.  C's  and  he  is  desirous  to  have  his  Son  William  . 
in  your  Excellency's  family — if  you  want  an  Aid  D  Camp,  I  am 
pretty  certain  that  thifl»  Gentleman  woud  answer  your  purpose 
well.  He  wa»  sick  when  I  join'd  the  array  last  fall,  so  that  T 
was  not  in  field  with  him  &,  therefore,  do  not  speak  of  him  from 
my  own  Knowledge — but  he  acted  as  Major  of  Brigade  to  General 
Conway  who  highly  praises  him,  as  does  the  General  voice  of  the 
Brigade,  and  many  of  the  officers  are  very  competent  judges  of 
military  meritt. 

I  sett  out  for  camp  on  Thursday  or  Friday,  to  make  good  my 
promise  to  Lord  Stirling — for  any  other  purpose  it  woud  be  need- 
less to  go,  as  the  Regiment  is  or  will  be  annexed  to  another,  iu 
consequence  of  the  new  arrangement,  I  hope  to  return  in  three 
weeks  to  the  plough.  My  neighbour  Dr.  Cliuton  is  well — be 
pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  your  Lady  &  believe  me  to  be 
very  Sincerely  Sir  Your  much  oblidg.  &  very  Ilble.  Serv't 

W.  Malcom. 

Major  Pawling  waits  for  my  going  down,  &  will  come  up  with 
me.    I  imagine  he  Is  wanted  as  I  hear  the  regt.  is  going  on. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 
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[No.  1209.] 
(ioranor  flititon  Muk^s  a  Diplomatic  Reply  to  Captain  Deimf 

Request, 

To  his  Kxri'lloncy  <i<'Oi'j:e  C'liiitoii  Esiir:     I  understand  tLen*  is 

IJkcIy  to  Hf*   Conisderable   of   an    Alteration   in  Col:  llunifrey» 

Kid^t.  Concerninjc  ofllccrs.  \\\  A  I-^Jite  Return  Made  By  Lt.  Col. 

A'andehurfrh  which  Keturn  was  Made  Without  the  old  Cientlwiiau 

Having  any  ap^H-y  in  the  Ma  tier.  Whuh  if  Should  take  IMaitt 

will  He  Very  Disa^rcH-able  to  tin*  Kidj;:t.  in  (Jeneral,  Altho'  its 

inipoHsihle  to  Pleiise  Kvery  Hody  in  Such  Cases,  if  the  Matter  lias 

not  Past  the  Honrd  of  Ai^poiiituienl  For  that  PurpoiH.'.  Should  it 

\W  agreeable  to  your  Pleasure  to  Consult  Col.  llumfrey  Further 

u|M»n  the  Matter,  For  the  Publirk's  Mood,  Will  Be  a  Singular  Fa- 

viiur;  as  For  my  Part  I  have  not  any  Private  Prejudice  against 

any  Person  or  Publick  View  l^it  as  one  Individual  with  Esteem 

to  the  Publiek's  (JtMul,  (.'onelude  the  Publiek's  Sincere  Friend  aud 

your  Most  llunib'e  Serv't 

Jona.  Deuuis. 
Beeknians  Precinct,  Marcli  -.'Id  I77S. 


Poujrhkeepsie  2ifh  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  this  ^foment  favoured  with  y*»ur  In^tter  of  the  2MJ 
Instant.  It  is  sf»ine  I>ays  siiici*  the  rnnntil  of  Appointment  rnni- 
plfMted  ihe  Ap|ioiiiiineiils  of  (HVnfis  for  yriur  Ke^iment,  tho  not 
alrn^fthi'r  ajrreable  to  tin*  lli  turns  uia<le  hy  Colo.  TTunifroy  or 
thai  made  by  Colo.  V;nidfnber;:h  iS:  the  othtT  Field  Offlcers  of  the 
Kepinn-nt.  It  wiis  my  wish  that  <'i»lo.  Tmfrey  when  he  handed 
me  his  Keturn  woud  liave  siaid  the  Kveninjj  &  attended  the  Conn- 
cil  of  Appointurt.     I  asked  him  to  ilo  it  but  he  declined.    This 


Public  Papers  of  GBOROft  Clinton.  77 

being  the  Case  I  coud  only  lay  his  Return  with  what  he  men- 
tioned to  me  before  the  Council  which  was  faithfully  done.     I 

[G.C.] 
[To  Jona.  Dennis.] 


[No.  1210.] 

President  Laurens  Notifies  Oovemor  Clinton  of  Several  Important 

Acts  of  Congress. 

York  Town  24th  March  1778. 

Sir,  Since  the  date  of  my  last  trouble  to  Your  Excellency  of  the 
15th  Inst,  by  Brown,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Con- 
gress Your  Excellency's  favors  of  the  5th*  &  7th  the  latter  came 
through  General  Washington's  hands — the  first  was  committed  to 
a  special  Committee  who  have  not  yet  Reported.  I  have  no  other 
Commands  on  me  relative  to  the  very  important  subjects  of  You.-* 
Excellency's  Letters  but  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  21st  request- 
ing Your  Excellency  &  Gov'r  Trumbull  to  afford  General  McDou- 
gal  every  assistance  in  your  ]:>ower  for  perfecting  the  defence  of 
the  North  River  which  will  be  found  within  the  present  Inclosure* 
together  with  another  Act  of  the  IGthf  for  obtaining  iuformatiou 
from  the  several  States  of  their  determinations  respectively  on  the 
Recommendations  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Morris  being  still  on  Duty  in  a  Committee  at  General  Wash 
ington's  Camp,  the  State  of  New  York  remains  unrepresented.  1 
need  not  intimate  to  Your  Excellency  that  our  Union  is  suffering 
in  its  most  essential  Interests  from  a  want  of  full  «&  competent 

*See  pages  808  and  S72.  Vulunio  II. 
t Resolved.  That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  the  respectlvo  states. 
iDformlns  them,  that  the  multiplicity  and  importance  of  the  business  of  Congress, 
during  the  war.  will  require  the  constant  attention  of  at  least  throe  members  from 
each  state;  that,  from  ths  want  thereof,  the  health  of  members  has  been  frequently 
Impaired,  and  the  publlo  business  greatly  obstructed:  and  that  Congress  request  their 
Immedlats  attention  to  this  as  a  matter  of  great  moment. 


78  PiJHLio  Papbur  of  Gborob  Clinton. 

Uoprow^ntalioii.    Every  Slate  must  have  felt  the  III  effects<rfow 

Keucral  delintiueucj.  I  hope  we  shall  awaken  by  degrees  ft  in  tine 

to  ward  ofT  an  intolerable  lash.    I  have  the  honour  to  be  With  the 

most  j)erfect  K&t(M»ni,  Sir,  Your  Kxcellency's  Most  obedient  ft 

liiiiii.  Herv*t 

Henry  J^aurens,  President  of  Congrew. 

Mis  Kxcellency  (Joveriior  Clin  ton,  New  York. 


[No.  1211.] 

h*rl(itin'  to  the  Svhvnivtudy  Committee's  R^nnanstranoe. 

Si'houectady  Committee  Chamber  March  24th  1778. 

iliMn>urt»d  Sir,  We  hen»with  inclose  to  you  a  Coppy  of  a  Remon- 

htrani'o  laid  boforo  ns,  by  a  Respectable  body  of  the  Inhabitentsof 

this  disirit't,  and  as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  Redress  of  any 

of  the  •irievamvs  therein  ConiplaimMl  of.  we  beg  leave  to  lav  it 

bt  fort'  your  F.xii'lleuiy.  hopinjr  that  you  will  grant  (or  procure^ 

I  horn  Siuh  KiHlrt^s  as  in  your  wisdom  Skvius  Just.     We  are  Hon- 

ounxl  Sir  with  tuiMii'sl  HespiTi  Your  most  Ilnbl.  Serv'ts  By  order 

i  i'  Cv»mmii:t\* 

Andw  McFarlan.  Chai'n. 

To  Mis  K\o*'l'out  \  Cii'tus:*-  i 'I  in  ion  Ks«ir. 


K:^Kr\:l  l\\u.':%  ?"t»-;.t^  ^:  I^i^p  4ti'i'"i  to  C'^^peroie  with  Gowmof 

A:v..»ny.  'hi  Uxh  March  177& 

S-    :  *  MX  ^  ^   -  \\?   ^'S•^-^:sv   .:   l.o::- r  frvm  Gvneral  Gatei 

•.o  ^  -  ■  ■.  .,-  S.\.V.  ^  :*  \A  .-.r  IVrw:::-.;:  ~:e  by  orders  of  Oo» 

^-»  :.-      v.:;v     :    v.-      ..-.n:  ...   A  Uir.v.     My  Chief  object  aid 

IV*::>,-    *  :o  s\viv^.4:o  ^::>.  \.    r  03Lvvli^:y,  in  oppas&Big  tlie  at 
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tempts  of  the  ennemj  upon  this  state.  I  should  esteem  it  a  partic- 
nlar  favour  if  you  would  please  to  advise  me;  and  I  Be^g  .you  will 
be  ]>eraaaded  that  I  will  make  it  a  point  to  comply  with  your  in- 
tcMiHons.  I  have  I>t*mandi»d  an  exact  return  of  the  artillery,  small 
arms  and  ammunition  now  at  Albany,  and  will  let  you  know  "our 
situation  as  to  these  articles  tie  soon  as  possible.  I  find  with 
much  concern  that  the  troops  in  this  Quarter  fall  very  short  of 
what  they  were  Last  November.  The  Nnml>er  of  furloughs  is 
prodigious.  I  have  Directed  the  commanders  of  Regiments  to 
call  in  their  men  immediately,  and  if  you  think  it  adviseable  I 
could  wish  that  printed  advertisements  might  be  sent  to  the 
Diferent  committees  in  the  eastern  states  for  that  purpose. 
Coll.  Nixon's  Regiment  Belonging  to  General  Nixon's  Brigade 
is  quartered  at  Farmington.  Does  not  your  excellency  think 
it  would  be  proper  to  order  that  Regiment  to  repair  to 
Poughkeepsie  or  to  the  West  Point  where  I  imagine  they  would 
be  usefull?  The  artillery  and  stores  at  Farmington  could  be 
guarded  by  some  militia.  I  Do  not  know  whether  I  can  with 
propriety  send  orders  to  that  Regiment.  In  this  and  every  other 
occurrence  I  wish  to  be  Directed  by  your  advice.  I  am  with  Re- 
spect, sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Tho.  Conway. 
P.  S.  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Dyckenn  at  Poughkeepsie  has  or  can 
procure  a  Large  quantity  of  shoes  to  the  amount  of  four  thou- 
sand pairs;  this  article  is  very  much  wanting  for  the  troops  in 
this  quarter,  what  shoes  have  been  issued  out  of  the  Clothier  Gen- 
eral's stores  can  not  be  us'd  as  they  are  generally  so  small  that 
they  can  hardly  fltt  Childi*en. 
To  his  Excellency  Governour  Clinton,  P<>iighke<"psie. 
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[No.  1213.J 

The  United  States  Treasurer  Reports  the  Arrival  of  the  Copper  PUs 
■    Printer^  Kinnan. 

York  Town,  March  25th  1778. 

Honored  Sir,  Your  goodness  I  doubt  not  will  exooae  me  far 
troubling  you  in  behalf  of  the  Public,  and  for  my  not  having  anf 
acquaintance  your  way  to  write  to. 

Uave  to  inform  you  of  tiie  arrival  of  William  Kinnan  the 
Copi)t*r  plate  printer  you  were  pleas  d  to  send  as.  We  have  now 
to  request  the  favour  that  you'll  please  get  purchaaed  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Post,  at  Poughkeepsie  about  10  or  12  lb.  of  Frankford 
Black,  that  the  same  be  well  packed  up  and  sent  hence  P  the  flnt 
Express  coming  to  Congress.  Youll  please  to  address  the  same 
to  me,  and  draw  for  the  amount  on  Ilouor'd  Sir  Your  most  Obedt 

Berv't 

M'l  Hillegaf*,  Treas'r  to  ye  United  Statei. 

Let  me  pray  you  to  be  as  exi>editiou8  as  possible,  as  it  is  much 

wanted  by  the  public. 

llis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1214.] 

THE  ALliANV   COMMITTEE   ANM)  GOVERNOR  CLINTOS. 

Dr,  Hayes's  Fropfmtion  Vrtoed — Disposition  of  British  Priscmsri 
and  of  the  Disaffected, 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  17th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  <iireclc»d  by  tlu?  Committee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Exi.M*lli-ncy*s  I-ftlers  of  the  4th  'inclosing  a  list  ol 
ihi;  Nam<'8  tit  sundry  Persons  i^nlisti'd  under  one  Stephen  Hoopef 
and  tliat  of  the  \Hh  In.stant,  and  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  former,  Capt.  Price  was  dispatched  with  a  Party  ti 

*8«:e  paic  8S9,  Volume  II. 
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apprehend  and  secure  the  Persons  mentioned  on  the  Li^t;  he  was 
BO  far  successful  as  to  apprehend  Hooper  and  Van  Hening  the 
principals  and  ten  of  their  accomplices  who  are  in  close  Custody; 
several  of  them  have  been  examined  but  no  confession  could  be 
extorted  from  either  of  them.  The  Committee  will  however  leave 
no  means  unessayed  to  obtain  a  full  discovery  and  thereby  en- 
deavour to  defeat  any  Conspiracy  that  may  be  on  foot. 

Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  proper  Notice  will  be 
taken  of  Huyck  and  Carpenter  upon  their  return  from  New  York. 

The  Committee  have  also  directed  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
their  wish  if  it  can  be  effected  to  have  Alexander  White,  late 
Sheriff  of  Tryon  County,  exchanged  for  some  one  of  our  Friends 
now  in  Captivity  at  New  "fork,  and  they  could  wish  your  Excel- 
lency would  endeavour  to  Negotiate  an  exchange  in  such  manner 
as  you  shall  think  proper. 

Joshua  Bloore  has  applied  to  the  Committee  for  their  recom- 
mendation to  your  Excellency  for  leave  to  go  with  his  Family  to 
England.  The  Committee  have  also  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that  they  have  no  objections  to  his  going  but  could  wish  to  have 
him  and  Family  exchanged  if  such  exchange  can  be  effected. 

Ab  the  River  is  now  opening,  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  Enemy  will  endeavour  to  come  up  the  River — the  Com- 
mittee would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  have  the  Tory  Prisoners  removed  from 
this  Place. 

The  Committee  have  been  informed  that  Doctor  Hayes  the 
Director  of  the  Brittish  Hospital,  has  applied  for  leave  to  remove 
his  Hospital  to  New  York.  As  the  Doctor  and  his  Assistants  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  Committee 
conceive  it  highly  improper  that  his  request  should  be  granted^ 
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and,  therefoi'e,  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  hint  to  the  Gommanding  Officer  not  to 
permit  Dr.  Hays  to  remove  the  Hospital  to  New  York  and  that  he 
be  advised  to  order  tliem  together  with  all  Brittlsh  Prisoners  in 
this  and  Tryon  (.'Ounties  to  be  removed  to  one  of  the  EJastem 
States. 

If  any  of  the  Troops  now  in  and  about  this  City  are  to  go  down 
to  the  High  Jjands,  it  is  the  Committees  wish  that  the  three 
Massachusets  Bay  Regiments  may  be  oi'dered  to  that  place,  as 
they  would  feign  have  Van  Schaick  and  Hazen's  Begiments  re- 
main here,  not  only  as  they  are  better  disciplined  but  because 
they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  this  and  the 
Neighbouring  Counties.  I  am  with  great  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency-s  most  Obt.  Serv't 


His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


By  order 

John  Barclay  Chairman. 


i 


[March  25, 177a] 
Sir,  I  have  received  the  Committee's  Letter  of  the  17th  Instant, 
&  have  wrote  to  the  Marquis  Ix^fayette  on  the  Subject  of  the 
British  Hospital  &  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  removing 
the  Prisoners  of  Warr  now  at  Albany  &  adjacent  Parts  to  oneol 
the  Eastern  States.    An  Act*  of  the  Legislature  haa  passied  ap- 

*This  act  was  puBsed  February  6,  1778.    It  aulhorizcd  the  Governor  to  appoint,  bj  uA 
with  the  advice  and  coiiseut  of  the  Couucll  of  Appointment,  at  leaat  ten  commbHloiLin 
for   detoctiug   aud   dufuatliig  conBpiraoioa   in   the  state.    These  coinmlaaioneni.   or  aay 
tLrve  of  them  wcro  given  autliorlLy  to  soud  for  persons  and  papers,  administer  oatlH. 
and  lo  iipprt-Iicnd  and  conflnv  in  such  niunucr  and  under  such  restrictions  aud  IlmlUr 
tionrt  as  they  uhould  deem  uccessary  for  the  public  safety  "  all  persons  whose  ■olof  at 
luigc  shuU   in  the  judgnifnt  of  the  said  coinniissionora  or  any  three  of  thorn  appear 
dangerous  to  tho  safety  uf  tbc  statu."    Thoy   were  empowered  to  take  "  bonds  and 
riH  ognlzuncvs  from  time  to  time  to  tiie  people  of  thib  stale  for  the  good  behavior,  ssft 
cUNtudy  or  apiKiurunce  "  of  all  suspects.    It  wus   further  decreed  "  that  no  judg«  or 
niugiHtrate  shall  bail  uny  of  the  persons  wliu  may  bo  confliied  by  authority  of  the  laM 
cummlHsioners  and  that  no  court  shall  deliver  any  of  the  gaols  within  thia  atate  of  aay 
person  or  i>er2»ons  so  couflnnd  "— "  unless  HU<:h  pcrbons  shall  have  been  indicted  aal 
tried  for  tbe  oAenrM*  ur  ofTcncos  for  whiih  be  or  she  shall  have  been  respectWely  ooa- 
mlttcd." 

By  uu  Act  of  April  K,  1778,  the  number  of  commissioners  was  IncreftMd  to  twentj,r- 
Statb  IIxbtortan. 
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pmntiDg  ComniiBsionere  for  detecting  &  Defeating  Conspiracies 
within  this  State  whose  proper  Business  it  will  be  to  do  what  may 
appear  necessary  respecting  the  disafected  in  yonr  Goal.  Next 
Month  I  hope  the  Supreme  Court  will  sit  in  your  County  &  De- 
Hreryour  r.oal  of  many. 

I  shall  lie  happy  in  exchanging  Mr.  White  &  the  other  Persons 
jon  mention  if  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  it  &  am  Your  Most  Obed't 
Serr't  [G.  C] 

[To  John  Barclay.] 


[No.  1215.] 
Governor  Clinton  Calls  Lafayette's  AttentUm  to  the  Matter. 

Poughkeepsie  25th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  19th  Instant.  I  am  much 
oblidged  toyou  for  the  Attention  you  are  pleased  to  give  to  the 
Security  of  Hudson's  River.*  I  daily  expect  Major  Genl.  McDou- 
gall  to  take  the  Command  of  this  Department  by  which  I  hope  I 
will  in  some  Measure  be  relieved  from  the  Superintendance  of 
that  Business  which  has  hitherto  greatly  interfered  with  my  other 
Doties  as  a  Civil  Magistrate. 

It  is  clearly  my  Oppinion  that  the  British  Hospital  ought  not  to 
be  suffered  to  go  to  New  York  on  any  Account  until  their  exchange 
ihall  l>e  properly  settled.  This  cannot  be  effected  until  a  final 
tdjustment  of  their  accounts  due  to  the  resi>ective  States  for 


*T1ie  total  number  of  Uie  British  forces  in  America  representinff  the  effective  flghting 
■migih  on  March  26,  1778.  was  as  follows— as  copied  from  the  original  returns  iu  the 
luu  Paper  OlBce: 

PbilsdelphU. 

New  York. 

j                Kbode  Irtlaud. 

Iritiih                                  13079 
GwuB                                    5202 
htftadsl                                1250 

Britinh 
G«nusn 
ProriDcUI 

3IM  :  British                                 1610 
3<;89     (ft-rmsn                                  2116 
3281  1  Piuvincial                               44 

]»S» 


10456  •  8770 


ToUI  of  the  Army,  33756.-  -State  Hirtorian. 
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necessaries  found  them  be  made  agreable  to  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  26th  Feb'y.  a  Copy  of  which  I  now  inclose  you.  I 
begg  Leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  Propriety  of  removing  the 
Prisoners  of  War  now  in  Albany  &  the  adjacent  Country  to  some 
of  the  Eastern  Btates  as  their  Continuance  in  Albany  m\ght  be  an 
Inducement  to  the  Enemy  to  come  up  the  River.    I  am  with 

great  Respect  your  Most  Obed.  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Right  Honble.  The  Marquis  Lefayette. 


[No.  1216.] 
Ehenesfer  Stevens  Writes  in  Regard  to  Ordnance. 

Albany,  March  23th  1778. 
Ilonred  Rir,    Having   bei^n    favoui^'d    by   the   Marquiss  de  la 

Fayatle  with  a  late  rc»solve  of  Coiigi^ss  which  directs  me  to  de- 

■ 

liver  all  the  Iron  Ordnance  repaired  or  repairing  in  the  park,  and 
jiiiy  (luantity  of  Sto^(^8  you  may  i>leasc  to  call  for  or  Order,— I 
thought  it  proper  to  inclose  a  Topy  of  a  ivturn  just  forwarded  to 
Congress,  by  which  you  will  bo  able  to  determine,  or  at  least  form 
some  judgment  wheather  the  quantity  on  hand  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  I'se  of  this  departniont  the  approaching  cam|mign,  or  not, 
and  in  either  case  take  your  directions. 

In  comjilyance  with  my  duty  and  to  pi*event  any  delay  in  for- 
warding what  you  may  have  occasion  for,  I  must  inform  your 
Excellency  that  all  orders  for  ('annon  and  Stores  must  be  drawn 
on  me,  as  the  whole  an?  at  present  under  my  immediate  direction, 
and  I  am  accountable  th(*i*efor,  that  so  proi)er  receipts  may  Ik? 
taken  and  bussiness  circulate  through  its  proper  chanell.  Your 
Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  no  exertions  of  mine  shall  be 
wanting  in  my  department,  but  your  Ordei-s  in  every  instance  in 
mjr  power  shall  be  expeditiously  executed. 
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Beijing  on  your  assistance  in  the  great  work  we  have  on  hand, 

for  which  I  am  directed  to  apply,  and  wishing  your  Excellency 

prosperity  in  your  nnweaired  exertions  for  the  publick  safety.     1 

Bemain  with  much  Esteem  Youra  to  Command 

Ebenezer  Stevens. 
His  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 


Chn^ernor  Clinton  Submits  Copies  of  Two  Letters  to  the  Legislature.  ^ 
•Gentlemen,  You  will  herewith  receive  Copies  of  two  Letters  I 

have  lately  received,  the  one  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  the 

other  from  Colonel  Williams. 
The  Subject  Matter  of  both  these  Letters  is  important,  and,  in 

my  Opinion,  merits  the  Attention  of  the  liegislature. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  March  26,  1778. 


[No.  1217.] 
Oovemor  Clinton  Introduces  Kosciuszko  to  General  Parsons. 

Poughkeepsie,  26th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Inclosed  you  have  a  Return  of  the  Artillery  at  Albany 
which  in  Point  of  Size  fall  extreamly  short  of  what  I  have  had 
Beason  to  expect  &  is  imagined  by  the  Board  of  War.  It  seems 
few  of  the  Heavy  Pieces  which  alone  woud  have  bevn  servicc^able 
for  the  Defence  of  the  River  have  bfHiU  brought  forward.  They 
were  it  seems  sent  for  but  too  late.  The  ill  contriv^nl  intended 
Korthern  Expedition  occasioned  the  Delay. 

Colo.  Kuziazke  who  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  directed  to  act 
as  an  Ingeneer  at  the  Works  for  the  Security  of  the  River  will 

^From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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doliver  jon  this:    I  believe  jou  will  find  him  an  Ingenons  Toong 

^furi  &  diBposc'd  to  do  every  Thing  he  can  in  the  most  agreeable 

Manner.    If  you  have  any  Xews  pray  communicate  it  to  your  Hoit 

Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
0*-nl.  ParRons. 


[No.  J218.] 

The  Albany  Committee  Withdratcs  the  Request  to  Retain  CohnA 
Tan  Schaiek's  Regiment  in  Tryon  County.  j 

Albany  Committee  Chamber  26th  March  1778. 

Sir,  We  wrote  you  some  time  ago  and  requested  that  Collo.  Van 
Sf'haick'H  ReginiPnt  might  remain  here  as  the  Officers  and  Men  of 
that  Regiment  were  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  this  and 
'I'ryon  Counties.  This  request  has  caused  great  uneasint^ss  among 
the  Officers,  and  several  of  them  have  absolutely  declared  that 
f  hr^y  will  resign  their  Commissions  in  Case  the  Regiment  is  again 
divided  and  kept  upon  the  Communication.  The  Collo.  is  also  veiy 
iwiKisy  about  it  and  has  eanusily  nM|U(.»sled  the  Committee  to 
write  to  your  Ex«-el!«'ncy  upon  this  Sul)j<^'t. 

I  am.  tlH'refon*,  dirot'ted  by  tin*  Committee  to  inform  your  Ex- 
fflleiicy  that  as  this  matter  gives  uneasiness  they  do  withdraw 
ill*'  re<|uesr  made  to  your  Kxi-«»l!iMiey.  and  wish  the  R4>giment  may 
!'«'  gratifif^l  and  fnit  in  such  a  siiuaiion  as  that  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  S4Tve  their  Cnmiliy  agreejibli*  to  thi'ir  wishes.  1 
am  Your  K.\cellem\v's  Most  Oht.  Sfrv*t 

By  order.  John  Barclay,  Chairman. 

His  Kxreilem-v  (Jov'r  Ciintiui. 
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[No.  1219.] 

Elvsaheth  Oalatia  Complains  of  Johnson's  Marauding  Rangers, 

Philipse  Burgh  27th  March  1778. 

Honoured  Sir,  I  am  Extremely  Sorry  I  should  have  Occasion  to 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  Complaint  against  any  of  the  Sol- 
diery which  are  under  your  Command,  E8i)ecially  at  a  Time  when 
you  must  be  Embarrassed  with  Business  of  the  utmost  Importance 
to  this  State.  But  as  I  am  persuaded  of  your  Excellencies  disap- 
pi-obation  of  the  Conduct  pursued,  I  Esteem  it  my  duty  as  a  Sub- 
ject of  the  State,  to  acquaint  you  that  a  few  days  Since  a  Number 
of  armed  men,  PJelonging  to  Capt.  Johnson's  Rangers  came  to  the 
House  of  John  Warner  (with  whom  I  Live)  and  dt^stroycni  1  ma- 
hogany Desk  &  Book  Case,  j&  1  Mahogany  Desk  of  my  property, 
and  plundered  me  of  11  yards  Brown  Camblett,  2  Rose  Blankets, 
2  Flannel  Sheets,  2  Black  Silk  Uandkerchieves,  1  Muslin  apron,  2 
gauze  Caps  with  Ribbons,  ^  doz.  Gilt  China  Cups  &  Saucers,  2 
Blue  &  White  ditto  1^  yards  of  Silk  Gauze  &  2  yards  of  Ribbon. 

I  Consider  the  above  treatment  to  be  peculiarly  hard  as  my 
L>tH3ea8t»d  Husband  and  myself  have  always  b(H»n  Strongly  at- 
tached to  the  American  C^nise  But  shall  T^eave  the  matter  with 

you  and  Subscribe  myself  Your  Excellencies  Most  Obedient  moT?t 

• 

Devoted  and  very  humble  S<»rv't 

Elizabeth  Galatia. 
To  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1220.] 

Clinton  Apprises  Schuyler  of  His  Appointment  as  a  Delegate  to 

Congress. 

Poughkeepsie  27th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Legislature 

of  thiB  State   bj  the  respective  R<^*<olution8  of  both  Btaueti^s  vm 
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th(^  25th  Instant  have  appointed  yon  an  Additional  Pelegate  to 

it'present  this  State  in  the   Congress   of   the   United  States  of 

America  to  continue  in  OflBce  until  the  Expiration  of  the  Time  for 

which  the  present  Delegates  are  appointed.     I  am,  therefore,  to 

desire  that  jou  will  repair  to  Congress  &  enter  upon  the  Dutiei 

of  your  OflBce  with  as  much  Expedition  as  your  other  AvocatioM 

will  possibly  admit  of.    To  induce  you  to  this  I  need  only  mention 

that  the  State  at  present  is  unrepresented  in  Congress*  occasioned 

by  the  non  Attendance  of  a  Number  of  the  Members.    You  will 

[ilease  to  make  this  Place  in  your  Route  to  York  Town  that  I  mav 

have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  (which  I  earnestly  wish)  &  of 

dt-Iivering  you  your  Commission.     With  best  Respects  to  Mn. 

S(  huyler  &  Children  believe  me  with  great  Regard  &  Respect  Yonr 

Affectionate  U  Serv't 

G.C. 

Your  Favour  of  the  lOth  c«nie  Siife  to  Hand  for  which  I  thank 

you. 

[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 


[No.  1221.] 

Captain  Rohert  Johnston  Writes  Governor  Clinton  a  Short.  Ifcwf) 

Letter. 

riarks  Town,  March  27th  1778. 

Sir,    I  hjiv<»  Sent  yonr  Kxcellcncy  one  barrel  of  Wine  as  I  waB 

So  Ni'jir  the  Kivfr  I  Sold  tlio  hole  pipe  but  pn^vaild  on  the  Man 

ti»  I.rl  yonr  Kxcrljinrv  havi*  ;i  barrel  I  have  also  ^M^nt  you  6  pound 

of  TolTr  by  Williiiiii  <Ir:ili;!in.     I  was  Last  Sunday  Dywn  below 

Kar^iii  witli  a  Small  Siont  and  took  Nine  fat  Cattle  but  Comeing 

tliriHi^li  riar;:iii  ttir  Miihaliitt'mr  tt»ok  fhom  from  us  again  and  was 

(ilail  III  Maki>  our  Ksrapo  on  .NfiMid  Night.     I  Sent  a  party  of  Eight 

*Sce  pAgtia  77-78. 
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Men  over  to  York  iHhiiul  Helow  S|»it(»inj^  l)i»vil  and  liroj^ht  (^f  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  pounds  worth  from  one  of  th(*re  Riindeves 
hoases  Sence  they  have  Sent  a  Ship  of  war  to  Spiteing  Devil  Crick.  ■ 
My  Mens  times  iare  Near  out  and  Sh«ill  Be  (5  lad  to  No,  wheather 
I  are  to  Continue,  for  if  there  Be  No  Cards,  Cept  Below,  this  fine 
Country  will  be  over  Run  by  thes  villings  and  the  poor  Enhab- 
itants  become  a  pray  to  them,     from  your  Innn.  Si^^vant 

Robrt  Johnston  Capt. 
Sir  I  have  had  No  opportunity  to  Get  you  Any  Cambriok  but  the 
first  oppertunity,  you  May  Depend  I  Shall  (Jet  it  and  Send  it  to 
your  Excellincy.  I  Desird  all  the  Capts  here  to  (Jive  Me  a  List 
of  the  Men  that  will  Not  do  Duty  in  tliere  Several  Conipays  and 
Shall  be  Glad  to  No  wheather  I  have  done  Bight.  I  have  So 
Many  Torys  here  that  I  Dare  not  Ride  in  the  Night  any  More. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1222.J 

General  Conway  Changes  His  Opinion  Regarding  the  Four  Months^ 

Men. 

Albany  27th  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  proposed  to  you  yesterday  to  send  the  four  months  militia 

to  Schenectady  in  order  to  relieve  Coll.  Van  Schayk's  Regiment 

but  Coll.  Wyncoop  tells  me  that  the  militia  now  in  this  town  arc 

such  men  as  are  n,ot  to  be  trusted  in  such  a  place  as  Schonectady, 

where  there  are  a  good  many  Disaffected  people  and  that  he 

imagines  that  they  are  fitter  for  the  purpose  of  working  than  for 

any  other  object.     I  thought  to  mention  this  to  you  and  will  act 

according  as  you  Direct.     I  am  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't 

humble  Serv't 

T'S  Conway. 

To  his  Excellency  Governour  Clinton,  Poughkt^epsie. 
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[No.  122:5.] 

Colonel  William  f^\  Liringston  in  Distress  Orer  the  Lass  of  Eis 

Horse, 

Beverwyck,  28th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  1  most  heartily  Vongratulah*  you  on  the  News  of 
GoniTal  M4'Doi]gairs  hoi  11  g  nppointed  to  take  the  CoiiiiiiaTid  u|N»n 
the  River,  being  fully  eonvinceil  that  should  an  Hour  of  Dintrem 
again  arriv**  we  shall  not  want  that  Assistanee  which  might  tend 
to  our  relief.  fJeneral  Putnam  is  an  easy,  good  natiired,  well 
meaning  credulous  old  man.  but  wholly  incn]>ahle  of  judging  fur 
himself  and  others  in  TiHie  of  need.  His  Servires  in  the  earh 
prrio4i  of  this  Controversy  were  of  some  Importance  and  a  gen- 
tiM'l  rompensation  for  them  aecom]>anying  his  retirement  is  all 
that  he  now  ran,  or  ought  to  expect.  A  Friendly  Hint  of  tlie 
KiiKl  from  sonu'  intimate  Ar(|u:iintanr<»  to  that  ]>urposi*  would 
not  pfThaps  1m'  improper. 

1  have  IxM-n  waiting  at  Momc  to  endeavour  to  purchase  a  Hofm.' 
hut  rannnt  get  one  in  the  whole  Tounty.  In  the  Fort  1  lost  iiiv 
Ilnisf  Saddle.  <;real  Cf»aj,  Swnid  ^V:  Pistols  and  wlu*re  1  ran  n* 
plaet*  either  of  tliem  1  know  not.  Walk  to  the  Heginn*nt  I  can- 
not. I  nnist  have  a  Horse  nr  Slay  at  Home.  If  you  will  Ik*  «m» 
oliliging  if  you  should  hear  of  any  for  Sale  as  to  h*t  me  know  it 

1  will  lif*  mnrh  nl»]ige  to  ynu.  The  Knemy  I  am  confident  took  no 
Horses  down  to  York  wiih  iln-m,  so  that  I  am  [M»r»wnad«Hl  the 
Peoplf  in  that  NeiglilMMirliHfMl  must  he  in  ]»ossession  of  mine. 
The  Hnrse  I  riihira<-ted  wiili  1 'ol.  Shuld<in  of  the  roinhM'tii-ul 
]>r;i;:<Hiii^  fni-.  \\i-  jvi  liraiidt'd  in  his  l*iM-e  \  hind  HiNif  \\*iih  the 
Liti»-r>  A.  L.  h.  ]\^'  \\;\<  defaiiiM  iIuti-  for  the  Tse  of  the 
«l;iniNiiii.  Mii.liiii  tihIi-  him  tli.ii  I  »a \  ami  .*^«'nt  him  several  Kx- 
lir»'»»-s.     J  li:i\i-  Hill  paii)  sliuld'Hi  Inr  tli*-  Horse  and  as  he  was 


\ 


Public  Paprhs  of  Georgr  Tlinton.  01 

purchased  by  him  for  the  Continent  I  think  they  ought  to  loose 

him.     If  you  should  be  of  the  same  Opinion  and  will  Certify  to 

me  his  Detention  I  shall  be  oblig'd  to  you.    Had  he  not  been 

wanted  I  would  have  sent  him  away  with  the  other  one  by  ray 

Servant.    As  soon  as  I  can  purchase  a  Uorse  or  find  a  Tory  who 

I  can  with  Propriety  take  one  from  I  hope  to  see  you. 

Mrs.  Livingston  and  the  Family  join  in  most  affec'e  regards  to 

you  Mre.  Clinton  and  all  Friends  with  you  with  your  affec'e 

Friend  And  Very  Hum'e  Serv't 

Wm.  S.  Livingston. 

P.  S.    The  Congress  in  a  similar  Instance  allowed  Donald 
Campbell  for  every  Thing  he  lost  at  the  Illinois  and  why  should 
not  I  be  made  whole? 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Ksqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 


[No.  1224.] 

^he  War  Board  Issues  a  Circular  Bclative  to  Cartridge  Boxes  and 

Canisters. 

War  Office  March  28th  1778. 
Sir,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress of  the  19th  instant,*  respecting  the  Trooi»s  destined  to 
Reinforce  the  grand  Army.  Unfortunately,  after  they  were 
passed,  they  lay  several  days  before  they  were  handed  to  this 
Board;  but  they  demand  the  most  immediate  attention  &  execu- 
tion. What  gave  rise  to  the  first,  was  an  apprehension  that  tht^ 
recruits  might  be  detained  in  their  respertive  states  Hill  they 
had  becTi  inoculated.  This,  the  present  jiosturo  of  our  AlTairs 
absolutely  forbids.  The  Campaign  will  soon  oj)en;  and  with  all 
the  diligence  practicable  it  is  to  be  feared  the  reinforcements  will 
not  arrive  in  time  to  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take 


*See  pages  58-59. 
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iiK'asureB  the  most  iiocessary  &  ndvantageoiiH  before  the  Etiem/ 
got  reinforced. 

Genenil  WasliiDgton  has  received  Intelligence  that  they  an 
embarking  Troops  at  New  York,  &  Rhode  Island;  destined  (itk 
said)  for  Philadelphia;  and  he  is  to  the  last  degree  anxioas  ti 
have  the  reinforcements  speedily  join  him;  in  the  first  place,  that 
he  may  be  [)repared  for  defence;  in  the  second,  to  take  advantage 
of  any  favorable  Circumstance  which  may  happen  to  injure  the 
P'.uemv. 

The  recommendation  to  provide  Cartridge  Boxes,  &  Tin  Canie- 
ters  for  Cartridges,  is  given  because  of  the  almost  total  want  of 
them  in  the  public  stores,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  a 
number  in  any  degnH:^  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  Army,  in  the 
public  manufactories,  where  the  Workmen  are  few,  &  it  is  im- 
possible to  increase  them:  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  Congreii» 
the  bfiard  give  the  following  description  of  the  Tin  Canisters. 

TljfV  :n-e  tn  be  six  luchf^s  <S:  a  half  deep,  ov  long;  three  inohei 
Si  three  quarters  of  an  In<'h  broad  (this  breadth  receiving  tbe 
Cartridges  lengthways,  as  thi^'  lie  in  a  horizontal  position)  and 
two  Inehes  iV  seven  eighths  of  an  lurh  thick;  (this  thickness  ad-  1 
milting  four  C*arlriflges,  io  lay  Si4le  by  Side).     A  box  of  thcee    | 
dinif-nsions,  in  tin.*  TMear,  will  well  <;ontain  thirty  Sis  Cartridges 
Mith  iiuuf-e  Halls.     A  Wire  is  to  be  fixed  in  all  the  eilges  at  the 
Tfq>,  and  then  eaeh  siile  turned  down  (outwards)  a  full  half  Inch, 
;ihil  s«fid«-n*d.     The  rover  is  to  be  a  full  half  Inch  deep,  so  that 
wli«ij  tixed  on  th<.*  Cannister,  the  Kdg4's  shall  Come  close  down  to 
I  III-  Jiiige  form'd  by  the  Inclosed  wire.     This  Cover  at  one  End 
(•ithi  on  a  Ijinge  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long,  the  wire  (fixed  as 
iiiiffvi*  nii'niionedj  being  laid  naked,  that  space,  for  the  pnrpoae. 
^^NM*  of  tin  is  run  underneath  this  wire,  doubled  togethefi 
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k  Soldered  on  the  inside  of  .one  End  of  the  Cover.  The  Soldier 
Carries  a  Cannister  hj  a  shoulder  belt,  as  he  does  a  Cartridge 
Box;  and  for  this  Reason  the  Cannister  has  fixed  to  it  three  loops 
of  tin,  each  half  an  Inch  wide,  with  the  edges  turned  back,  to  be 
imooth  &  Strong;  one  of  them  is  placed  underneath  the  middle 
of  the  bottom,  and  one  on  each  of  the  narrowest  sides,  the  latter 
at  four  Inches  distance  from  the  bottom  to  their  lower  edges. 
The  loops  are  to  be  bent  down  at  each  end,  and  very  well  soldered, 
ktTing  a  Space  to  admif  a  leathern  belt  full  one  inch  &  a  half 
vide,  and  nearly  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick. 

The  Cover  opens  against  one  part  of  the  belt,  which  causes  it 
to  fall  down,  after  a  Cartridge  is  taken  out  by  which  means  the 
rest  are  Secured  from  accidental  Fire.    If  possible,  the  Cannis- 
ters should  be  Japanned,  or  painted,  to  preserve  them  from  Rust;- 
and  all  fixed  with  belts. 

The  Board  are  of  Opinion  that  these  Cannisters  are  preferable 
to  Cartridge  Boxes,  as  they  will  infallibly  Secure  the  Cartridges 
from  rain;  and  their  weight  is  so  trifling  as  to  be  of  no  burthen 
to  the  Soldier.  And  seeing  leather  is  so  scarce  they  will  be  a 
most  Excellent  Substitute  for  Cartridge  Boxes.  I  am,  Sir,  with 
freat  Respect,  Your  Most  Obed't  Humble  Serv't 

Horatio  Gates  president. 
Po  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1225.] 

CAIT'AIN  JOHNSON'S  MARAUDING  RANGERS. 

lacfmor  Liringston  of  New  Jergey  Makes  Complaint  to  Chvernor 

ClinUm  of  New  York. 

Princeton  29  March  1778. 
Sir.  It  is  represented  to  me  that  one  Capt.  Johnson  of  your 
Mate  eomnuuidiiig  a  eompany  of  rangers  is  gnilty  of  comini\^Ti^ 
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great  DeprcdatiocH  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  State.  I 
ordered  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  that  part  of  the  Conntrj 
take  Depositions  resiK^cting  his  robberies;  bnt  not  having  ] 
received  them,  I  cannot  charge  him  with  any  particular  robbeiy 
But  it  being  at  all  events  improper  for  him  to  exercise  any 
tary  authority  in  New  Jersey  under  a  Commission  from  Heir 
York,  I  hope  he  will  be  called  from  this  State  by  the  anthoritf 
of  yours,  before  more  disagreeable  measures  become  necesniy. 
I  am  with  great  Rt^spect  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  Benr. 

Wil:  LivingstOB. 

His  Excellency  Gov'v  Clinton. 


Pt)ughkeepsie  29th  April  177a 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  29th  of 
March  last.    If  Capt.  Johnston  has  committed  any  Robberietor 
Irregularities  in  your  state  or  elsewhere  it  is  contrary  to  the  molt 
positive  Orders  and  I  shall  be  well  pleased  how  soon  &  severdj 
he  may  be  punished  for  them.     1  gave  him  particular  Directiotf  4 
if  his  Scouts  shoud  at  any  Time  enter  your  State  (which  on  ce^ 
tain  OccaHsions  might  he  lu^'essary)  &  shoud  meet  with  any  ol 
its  Inhabitants  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Enemy  without 
special  L»*ave,  to  sooure  them  with  the  Effects  found  with  then 
&  report  them  to  tlir  lu^arest  priiiripal  Officer  of  your  State  which 
he,  1  trust  woikI  not  l»e  tonsidriM^l  as  exercising  any  undue  Mili- 
tary authority  in  New  JiTsey  under  a  (Commission  of  this  State, 
especially  as  ihe  <\>njpany  was  ordered  into  Service  at  the  In- 
stance* of  the  Commanding  Offirer  of  the  Continental  Anny  in 
this  Department  &  was  subject  to  his  Orders.    I  have  had  Conb 
plaints  madf*  to  me  ag*t  Johnston  iV  1  have  preued  the  Penrai 
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who  made  them  to  support  them  by  Proof  that  he  might  be  pun- 
ished &  removed  but  have  never  been  able  to  prevail  upon  them 
tu  3o  it. 

1  have  had  Mr.  Peter  F(»ll  appointed  M«ijor  of  a  Regiment 
raised  in  ihis  Slate  for  one  year.  Part  of  it  will  be  stationed  on 
the  Southern  Frontiers  of  this  State  on  the  West  Side  of  the 
River  where  Major  Fell  will  be  stationed  in  Command.  As  he 
is  an  Inhabitant  of  your  State  &  a  prudent  discreet  Oflficer  I  wish 
he  might  also  have  the  Command  of  such  of  our  Troops  as  may 
be  stationed  in  that  Quarter,  as  I  am  perswaded  it  woud  conduce 
to  the  Safety  of  both  &  coud  not  fail  being  agreable  to  the  In- 
habitants who' know  him.    I  am  Sir  with  due  Respect  Your  Ex- 

celiencv's  Most  Obed't  fterv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Governor  Livingston.] 


[No.  1226.] 

Colonel  Tusten  Gives  Reasons  for  Not  Reporting  a  Full  Quota. 

Goshen,  29th  March  1778. 

May  it  IMease  Your  Exceli'y,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  I  reciev'd 
your  Orders  of  the  19th  Inst't  but  had  anticipated  your  Request 
at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Wisner,  tho  I  confess  I  did  not  think  his 
application  regular,  yet  being  convinced  that  the  measure  was 
Necessary  &  not  Doubting  it  would  be  approved  of  by  your  Ex- 
cel'y.  I  ventured  to  follow  the  Example  of  the  Neighbouring 
Begts.  but  am  not  so  happy  as  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  they 
turnd  out  with  alacrity  in  General;  tho  great  allowencies  ought 
to  be  made  on  account  of  the  smallpox,  it  being  very  generly 
throogh  the  Begt.  so  that  those  who  have  it  themselves  or  in 
tlieir  Families,  think  they  have  a  proper  Excuse,  whilst  those 
who  hmwe  ncreriiad  it  iire  affraid  (and  not  witliout  «ome  t^^Vi^x^^ 
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of  Btiring  abroad:  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  some  neglect  or 
refuse  to  go,  with  the  paltry  excuse  of  not  having  been  paid  for 
their  last  years  services;  which  difficulty  I  hope  you  will  enable 
me  to  obviate  by  paying  the  amount  of  the  several  abstracts  & 
Pay  Rolls  Mr.  Thomson  the  Bearer  hereof  waits  upon  you  with; 
&  if  the  Commissions  for  the  Regt.  are  made  out  you  will  please 
to  send  them  by  the  same  Conveyance,  with  the  Necessary  direc- 
tions Jor  quallifying  to  our  respective  Officers,  in  order  that  the 
Regt.  might  be  in  such  a  situation  as  that  your  future  Orders 
might  be  oboy'd  with  the  greater  facility.  I  hope  also  to  se  very 
soon  a  more  corapleat  Sistem  of  Militia  Regulations  suited  to 
our  present  Exigencies  for  our  present  method  of  doing  Business 
is  intolerable,  in  this  Regt.  to  any  man  that  has  not  the  patience 
of  a  Philosopher.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  ExceFys  ObedU 

Rerv't 

Be'n  TusteUy  Jur. 

To  Tlia  Kxcellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1227.] 

John  Henry  Siuggests  the  Emt  Side  of  the  Ulster  CoMnty  Mountains 

as  a  Clothing  Depot. 
His  Excellency  (Jov.  ( 'linton. 

Sir,  Since  I  waited  on  yon  the  beginning  of  f^is  month,  have 
b(M»n  at  Shawangnnck  &  believe  can  be  a^jj^  to  procure  a  place 
to  Dei>osit  the  Cloathing  Stores  of  tb^^  g^j^^e  in.  The.  only  thing 
wanting  in  that  matter  is  your^  ^^^.^j^.^  Direction,  &  woud  be 
c'xireamly  happy  to  have  ^,  j^.^^^iatly  in  order  that  I  may 
govern  myself  ac(-^^.^^,^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^j,  ^^^  j^^. 
veniency  tha*^  ^.^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^^  haveing  any  Stores  in  this  qaarter 
^   *  ^  VorJd,  &  as  the  new  Supplies  are  Shortly  expected  in,  it 
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18  highly  necessary  to  have  Some  place  fix't  upon  before  they 
come  to  hand;  here  there  is  no  place,  &  indeed  If  there  was  it 
is  intirely  out  of  the  way  of  doing  business  with  your  Excellency 
or  the  Regiments  which  belong  to  this  Stale. 

Therefore  woud  be  glad  how  Soon  my  Directions  (for  my  future 
goverment)  Should  come  to  hand.  I  believe  the  Stores  will  be 
much  Safer  in  the  East  Side  of  the  mountain  then  in  this  indian 
Side.  I  shall  wait  your  answer  with  Patience,  at  the  Same  time 
will  expect  to  have  your  written  Direction  along,  how  I  am  to 
act. 

I  am  wishing  your  Excellencey  all  imaginable  Success  in  Secur- 
ing the  Parses  in  the  Highlands  from  the  approaches  of  a  Hostile 
i    &  barbarous  enemy.    I  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  resi>ecting  the 
j    request  I  askt  of  you  for  my  brother  Robert,  who  at  present  is 
with  me,    I  hope  you  will  always  find  him  a  good  Subject  &  a 
trusty  Officer. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  real  Esteem  Your  Excellencey's 

Most  Obed't  Hu'ble  Serv't 

John  Henry. 
Rochester  29th  March  1778. 


[No.  1228.] 

RECALCITRANT  MILITIA. 

Governor  Clinton  Prefers  to  Dismiss  Them  Rather  Than  Allotc 
Them  to  Make  Trouble. 

Albany  25th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Beekman  (who  I  have  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  the  four  months  militia).  Informs  me  has  Re- 
ceived Orders  to  hold  himself  in  Readiness  to  go  down  to  the 
Highlands,  that  this  Order  comes  very  Unexpected^  that  his  men 
•       W 


apiK'iir  v*-ry  rij«*aKv.  a>i  ib«-'v  ('DdtrKfCKid  iber  m-ere  to  staj  in  or 
iKMi'  Albdijv.  Jij  tlif  laKT  fisirt  of  my  Girder  for  EuilnidTiiig  then 
iiH'ij  iiUp\t\  of  wliiclj  f  Ijfrf'iiir'lohei*  I  uiake  nse  of  the  later  (art 
of  your  Kxr«*Jl«'ij«'y*i*  iHter  of  tlie  1st  Febry.  that  in  all  Probt- 
bilily  th«'y  will  Im*  Statioued  lu  or  nt*ar  All»any:  they  eeem  to 
avail  tlieijiH'lvcK  of  tblK  I  am  well  Courinced  they  will  be  man 
t'Hi'fully  Employed  b<*low  then  in  or  near  Albany  yt*t  if  yonr 
Kxeellency  should  U*  of  opinion  that  the  Exception  is  well 
founded  1  f'ould  wish  you  Sir  to  hint  the  same  to  the  CommandiDg 
Officer  here. 

XotwithHlandin^  my  OrderH  &  TVil.  Beekman*8  writing  siDi-e 
liy  my  Ordei-s  to  the  S<'veral  Colonels  he  has  not  got  200  mrti 
Offieer-H  Ineliided  &  Several  without  anus,  this,  my  dear  Sir,  give^ 
iiM'  ^reat  pain.  Tray  hi*  ho  ^(H>d  as  to  Suggest  to  me  what  farther 
Kt<-pH  to  take.  I  hi)|N»  a  good  militia  Law  so  much  wanted  will 
(if  not  ali-eadyt  scnm  pass,  l^ist  WH*k  I  saw  (.^ol.  Willianiti  of 
<  )i;irlotte  lie  tells  iiH*  they  have  no  men  &  and  that  he  has  wmte 
to  wiiji-  Kxri'lleiiey,     I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest 

|{f'sp<'rt    Vour  vi'vy  Obedient   S<M*vant 

Ab*m  Ten  Broeck. 

hJH   Kxieir<y  Oeorge  riiiiton  KHi|r. 


I)'r  Sir.  1  am  honi»red  with  the  rer't  of  your  Letter  of  the  25th 
I  list.  I  am  miH'h  at  a  loss  what  farther  orders  to  give  you  re- 
Npectinij  the  militia  who  were  to  Im'  raised  out  of  yonr  Brigade 
A  the  <'iMiiity  of  t 'harlot te.  It  is  t'lear  to  me  however  if  they 
were  IimI  to  helie\e  when  they  Kiigaged  in  the  Service  that  they 
were  to  fontiinie  in  the  Neighl)oiirh<K>d  of  Albany,  it  will  be 
dlftlcnlt  if  not  impolitic  to  Send  them  elsewhere,  and  if  they  are 
not  absolutely  Neeessary  there  it  may  1k'  bi*8t  to  diamiaa  them 


PuBLiG  Papers  op  Geougb  Clinton.  99 

om  the  Service.  On  this  Subject  I  have  wrote  fully  to  Genl. 
^nway  CominandiDg  at  Albany  with  whom  you'l  please  to  con- 
alt  on  the  Occasion.    Believe  me  with    gi'eat    Sincerity  Your 

»>iend  &  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
?onghkeepsie  30th  March  1778. 

3enl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1229.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  WRITES  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

And  Utters  Several  Sound  Military  Ideas  to  General  Conway — 
Guarding  the  Stores  at  Farmmgton, 

Poughkeepsie,  30th  March  1778. 
I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letters  of  the  24th*  26th 
k  27th  Instant  by  which  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  learning  that  you 
are  to  remain  in  Command   at  Albany.    Be   assured,  Sir,  that 
nothing  in  my  Power  shall  be  wanting  to  render  your  Situation 
agreable  to  yourself  &  extensively  useful  to  the  Public.     I  am 
sensible  that  a  Number  of  the  Troops  which  were  stationed  last 
Fall  at  Albany  were  permitted  in  the  Winter  to  go  Home  on 
Furlough,  a  practice  which  is  very  Injurious  to  the  Service,  but 
in  the  present  Case  may  be  excusable  in  some  Measure  as  the 
Men  were  almost  naked  &  had  large  arrears  of  pay  due  them  & 
which  was  out  of  the  Power  of  the  then  Commanding  Officer  to 
difk'harge    &    without    this    Indulgence  Desertions  still    worse 
might  &  most  likely  woud  have  taken  Place.    These  are  the  Rea- 
sons offered  for  the  Officers  in  Exculpation  of  themselves  as  I 
am  informed  and  I  think  they  are  not  without  some  Weight.    No 
Excuse  Can  be  offered,  however,  for  not  collecting  the  Troops 
who  are  thiw  dispersed  &  I  woud  advise  that  every  Officer  that 


7i>19  and  89.    Conway's  letter  of  March  26  not  found. 

1  Ckr^t:  A  < 
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can  be  spared  be  sent  out  for  the  Purpose  as  I  am  perswaded 
shoud  tbis  Service  be  left  with  Committees  on  AdvertisemeDti 
issued  for  the  Purpose  it  will  be  neglected  or  at  least  imperfectly 
executed. 

I  am  clearly  of  Oppinion  with  you,  that  the  Artillery  &  Storef 
at  Farmington  may  be  guarded  by  the  Militia  of  the  State  and 
that  it  woud  therefore  be  wrong  to  leave  a  whole  Brigade  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  there  for  that  Purpose  at  a  Time  when  their 
Services  are  so  much  wanted  in  the  Field,  particularly  at  Wwt 
Point  where  they  are  by  much  too  weak  even  to  carry  on  the 
Works,  much  less  to  defend  the  different  Passes  shoud  they  be 
attempted.  It  might  perhaps  be  well  to  leave  with  the  Storei 
at  Fannington  one  or  two  Companies  of  Continental  Troops  on- 
der  a  Carful  Active  Officer  if  for  no  other  Purpose  than  to  pre- 
vent j»lundering  &  to  make  the  Militia  niore  alert  than  they  n»- 
nally  are  when  l<»ft  ahine. 

If,  Sir,  you  shoud  find  the  four  Months  Militia  such  as  are 
repreH4»n<ed  by  Cob).  Wynkoop  &  that  they  continue  to  persist  in 
the  Oppinion  tbat  by  (he  Terms  of  their  Engagement  they  were 
to  <*ontinue  Ww  NeigIil)ourhood  of  Albany  I  woud  rather  in  that 
CaH4»  wish  you  to  desire  (Senl.  Tenbroek  to  dismiss  them  the  8iT- 
vicr  than  to  have  any  Difficulty  with  them;  &  the  more  so  as  1 
hav(»  Heason  to  believe  their  Offirers  cncouragCHl  them  to  hope 
this  shoud  be  tlu»  Case,  and  in  this  I  i\u\  warranted  from  the  Re 
HoIv«'  of  the  Hoard  of  War  inmtioniiig  that  they  were  to  replai*e 
so  many  t'ontinental  Troops  in  Albany.     And  as  we  are  now 
about   nuikiu;;   Drafts  frcMii   the  Militia   to  till   the  Continental 
Hr^'iinents  it   woud  be  impolitic  to  disputt*  with  them  or  force 
tlHMH  into  Str\ire  on  any  other  than  the  Terms  on  which  they 
Hiipp(isr4l  they  en^a;:ed. 
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I  am  happy  to  find  you  entertain  the  same  good  Oppinion  of 

ransehaik^s  Regiment  witb  myself.     I  wish  tbey  coud  be  col- 

ected  &  broQght  into  the  Field.     Men  are  never  so  serviceable 

lear  Home  as  at  a  Distance  from  it.    Albany  or  Schonectady, 

therefore,  is  not  the  most  elligible  Situation  for  that  Regiment. 

Bappoee  one  of  Nixon's  Brigade  was  ordered  to  Albany  &  Van 

Bchaak's  sent  to  this  Quarter. 

Genl.  McDougal  arrived  at  Fisbkill  to  take  the  Command  of 

this  Department  on  Satturday  last.     I  will  take  the  Liberty  of 

commonicating  such  Parts  of  your  Letters  to  him  as  relate  to  it. 

1  am  perswaded  he  will  be  happy  in  cooperating  with  you  in 

every  Thing  which  may  tend  to  the  Safety  of  the  Country  & 

promote  the  public  Service.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

higbst  Respect  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't. 

[G.  C] 
The  Honl>Ie  Genl.  Conway. 

I  was  made  very  happy  in  being  informed  that  Major  Barber 
the  son  of  a  particular  Friend  of  mine  was  one  of  your  Family.  I 
hope  he  is  likely  to  continue  with  you  &  merrit  your  good  Oppin- 
ion. I  think  he  has  a  Military  Turn  &  wish  him  a  continuance 
the  Opportonity  of  improving  it  under  an  Experienced  Officer. 


[No.  1230.] 

TUma^  Moffat  UnoMe  to  Supply  to  Oeneral  James  Clinton  a  List  of 
the  Lo99e8  at  Clinton  and  Montgomery. 

Blooming  Grove,  30th  March  1778. 

6>,   I  Received  yours  of  yesterday  and  should  have  attended 

with  Col.  Marvin  but  the  circumstances  of  my  family  render  it 

rather  imprudent  for  jne  to  be  so  long  from  home,  as  my  attend- 

lAce  mlg^t  require,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  and  as  I  was  not  in  the 

Higfalanda  when  the  Forts  were  taken,  my  evidence  can  be  of  no 


Ii»2  IMfMijr  rAi*Kii8  OK  Okoiigb  Clixtox. 

mil  Hi*rviro  iiH  1  know  of,  uiileHM  it  be  to  give  an  aeconnt  <if  fli 
Niiiiilin*  t>r  Mrii  iiiiHHin|r  out  of  Col.  AlliHoii's  Uegiment,  andtiM 
1*1111  lie  iiHH4*rtaiiUMl  bottor  from  the  Pay  rolls  now  in  the  FqN 
iiiiiHli^rH  otlltM'  at  KiMhklll,  than  I  can  give  it,  as  the  officers  oftki 
(Ilirt'nMU  Conipanh'A  who  were  at  the  Fort  and  escaped,  havener 
roi'diug  to  your  tMnh^rs  entered  the  Names  of  those  missing  oat 
their  reninvtive  tVuupanies  and  sworn  to  their  Rolls.    If  thf 
HhouM  Ih'  necessary  i^apt.  IUhIIow  will  find  them  with  theik 
siiact  for  November  last.    The  Companies  that  Suffered 
i'a|»uuu8.  Ilumphr«\v.  Faulkner.  Jansen.  Rose  and  Person.    I 
^\U  lo  take  an  acctmnt  of  the  missing  fn.>m  the  Rolls  Isst  fdF 
^lieu  I  varrU^l  in  ihe  abstract,  but  1  l>eli»*ve  there  was  ahoottfj 
Noll  oouutus*u»iu\l  orticers  and  l*tivaces  with  the  Col.,  LieaLOlL: 
■  ^».»  Cyit'-^-"*  ^"^^  ^^^^*  Sulvai^tpus.     If  my  Attendance  skoaU  W; 
jOiSt^'uveU  Ntveisjiurv  s^-ud  du  Kx^'Cvss  for  oih  and  I  will  pijUB» 
I  I'll  -.u  bdi^it:*  Your  iuo*c  ot»^>ttt  aad  vecv  llonie  Sert 


HLomu  MoiliL    i 


;;••;/>  I'r-a  .  .Ja:tiv>  •'■  T.ri  3..-*  i:  V'^h  Kil!. 


] 

■!iii.-i-^UMvi  ;i^  Mar«!h  1H&. 

^^^-^ — •-"  -niui    M  i:»'i7  — '.'    .»  >,  Y  »cs    'MrrT;ni-y-     'OaMWtK^ 

-i-*     ►-^■-    ' '   -I    ..r     If     *'!»:. *    :i  »!•■    iiir»t«>i*    •<  iileviaanaf  At 

-*■'""■?—"  :--    l»'*v    iM'.^^M       ;i  li:.«i:iil.N   »i     -If  T-iwa  ijf  1 

•   -LL-'inf^  r -«v:jr-ai   ••  ir»-    ii'.i-i  in    miut«iiaie^ 
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liberal  iki\i\%  to  diMBiimte  the  wauts  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Capitol  of  this  State  who  are  reduced  to  beggary  to  the  late 
I>readful  Conflagration. 

From  a  Personal  acquaintence  with  your  Excellency  I  per- 
suade myself  you  will  readily  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  in  re- 
questing your  attention  to  a  proper  distribution  of  this  donation. 
J  have  the  Pleasure  to  be  with  sentiments  of  Esteem  &  respect. 

Your  Most  Obedient  Hum'e  Ser't 

Abr'm  Livingston. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1232.] 
Plan  for  Organizing  the  InfaMry. 

? 

Establishment  of  the  Infantry  of  the  American  Army. 
That  each  Battallion  shall  consist  of  nine  Companies  of  which 
one  shall  be  of  light  Infantry  to  be  kept  complete  by  Drafts  from 
the  Battallion  and  organized  during  the  Campjiign  into  Corps  of 
light  Troops. 

Each  of  the  Field  Officers  to 
command  a  Company  and  Lieut, 
of  the  Col's  Co.  to  have  the  Rank 
of  Capt'n. 


These  Officers  to  be  taken  from  f 
the  Line  the  Paymaster  chosen  j 
by  the  Corps  the  others  app'd  on  < 
Kecora'n  of  Field  Officers  from  | 
among  the  Subalterns.  l^ 


Numb 

1 

^r          Runic 

Colonel 

1 

Lt.  Colonel 

1 

6 

1 
8 

Major 

Captains 

Captain  Lt.  of  Colo's  Com'y 

Lieutenants 

9 

Ensigns 

Paymaster 

Adjutant 
Qu'r  Master 

1 
1 

Surgeon 
Mate 

29    CoumiM  Officers. 
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Whenever  a  Kegt.  shall  become  vacStnt  by  the  Promotkm  the  | 
Kesigualioii  or  the  Death  of  a  Colonel  the  Lieut  Colo,  to  tib 
the  Command  but  no  Promotion  to  be  made  In  the  Begt.  m  ttat 
in  time  there  will  be  but  two  Field  Officers  to  a  Begt 

By  the  within  Arrangement  yoo  will  perceiTe  Sir  that  the 
Staff  are  to  be  taken  from  the  line.  Some  Gk>od  Staff  OAeen 
would  have  been  excluded  by  this  Regulation  if  we  had  not 
adopted  the  Expedient  in  such  Cases  of  giving  them  a  Coiamii- 
sion  in  the  Line  consistent  with  their  Staff  Appointment 


[No.  1233.] 
The  Cherry  Valley  Committee  Appeals  to  Lafayette  for  PmtefiU^ 

Sir,  When  we  had  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  your  Ezeelieicy 
and  Infomi'd  you  of  our  defenceless  situation^  yon  was  pletied 
to  Promise  us  your  ver^*  Friendly  Assistance  by  sending  up  to 
our  Settlement  some  of  the  Continental  Troops,  as  we  t(dd  jovr 
Excellency  there  was  a  number  of  Friends  that  was  ready  to 
help  and  AsHiHt  in  defence  of  their  Bights  and  Priviledges;  but 
our  Xnniber  is  not  able  to  rt^pel  any  Considerable  Force  that  may 
come  against  us  which  we  have  great  reason  to  Expect  when 
ever  the  Enemy  comes,  as  we  have  reason  to  think  will  be  the 
case  by  the  Intelligeuce  we  have  received  from  Friends  from 
Time  to  Time  and  shall  with  our  Lives  Act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Troops  as  far  as  we  are  able. 

Therefore,  we  humbly  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
think  on  our  defenceless  situation  and  as  soon  as  your  Excellency 
can  with  Propriety  send  the  Troops  up  to  us,  shall  Act  in  Con- 
junction with  them  as  we  are  in  dread  every  Night  <rf  being  At- 
tacked by  the  Enemv. 
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Several  Familiee  hag  already  left  the  Settlement  and  many 

more  will  leave  it  without  some  Assistance  is  sent  us  speedily 

that  may  enable  us  to  make  a  stand  and  hope  by  the  Blessing 

of  God  to  preserve  our  Settlement  from  the  merciless  Ravages 

of  a  Savage  Enemy. 

On  Saturday  the  28th  Two  Men  on  whose  Veracity  we  can 

Depend  came  and  told  us  that  two  Friendly  Indians  came  and 

warn'd  them  to  leave  their  Places  as  the  Enemy  would  be  very 

soon  in  their  Parts. 

Another  thing  we  have  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  is  the 

Want  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  as  many  of  our  Men  lost  them 

when  they  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  at  Arescu  [Oriskany]. 

We  shall  not  intrude  on  your  Excellency's  Time  but  referr  you 

to  the  Bearer  hereof  who  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  any 

other  matters  relative  to  the  State  of  this  Settlement.      And 

humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  favour  us  with 

a  Line  what  Time  we  may  E^xpect  the  Troops  up  and  beg  leave 

to  Subscribe  ourselves  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble 

Servants 

James  Willson 

Sam'l    Campbell 

Sam'l  Clyde. 
Cherry  Vally  March  31st  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  Genl.  LefBat. 


[No.  1234.] 
Gen.  Conway  to  Col.  Gay — Instructions  for  bringing  to  Albany 
the  cannon  left  by  the  British  at  Ticonderoga — With  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  from  Gen.  Gates,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  War. 

MISBINQ. 
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[No.  1236.] 
The  Westchester  Committee  Requests  the  Exchange  of  a  Prisoner. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Melitla, 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
May  it  please  your  excellency, 

The  Committe  who  represent  the  Inhabitants  of  West  Chester 
County,  this  day  rec'd  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Lee  (a  pris- 
oner of  ours  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain)  by  the  hand  of  Nehemiah  Marshal  who  has  come  to  us 
from  the  above  said  enemy,  and  was  taken  by  them  some  time 
since,  has  upon  the  Credit  of  General  Lee,  who  gave  his  word 
and  Honor,  for  his  return  to  New  York  unless  an  Exchange 
might  be  made  between  said  Marshall  and  one  Isaac  Gedney  of 
Ryeueck  in  this  County.  Which  above  said  Letter  from  the  Gen- 
eral recommended  the  aflforesadd  change  advisable.  Informing  us 
that  Gedney  was  Confined  at  Hartford. 

This  Committee  being  of  opinion  after  Considering  the  matter 
that  such  exchanges  lay  within  your  Excellency's  Jurisdiction, 
do  hereby  refer  the  same  to  your  own  disposal. 

I  am  by  order  of  the  above  Committee  your  Excellency's  obedi- 
ent Servant, 

Ab'm  Leggett  Chairman. 
Bedford  1st  April  1778. 

After  the  within  was  wrote  the  Committee  tho't  best  to  enclose 
to  your  Excellency  the  GeneraPs  I^etter. 
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[No.  1236.] 
A  Private  Account  far  Wheat. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  E«qr.  Governor, 

To  James  Jackson  Jur.  Dr. 
To  6000  Bll.  Wheat  a  6/    Pr  BU  £i500— 0— 0 

To  Storage  &  Fraight  to  ye  mill  a  30/  Pr  Ct.        75-  0    0 


Cr.  1575_0_0 

By  Cash  at  three  Different  Times  1500—0—0 


£    75—0—0 


Errors  Excepted 

Pr  James  Jackson  Jur. 
Aprile  1st  1778. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  Your  Request  I  have  here  Drawn  out  the 

Acc't  Between  you  &  me  which  I  Think  is  Just,     I  am  Sir  with 

Respect  Your  Verry  Humble  Serv't 

James  Jackson  Jun'r. 

[Note  by  G.  C.    "The  Am't  sent  to  Com'y  Paulding  17th  Apl. 

1778."] 


[No.  1237.] 

AN  ALLEGED  BRITISH  PLOT  REVEALED. 

Necessity    for    Transferring    British    Prisoners    from    Albany — 

Operations  in  the  Highlands. 

Albany  Ist  April  1778. 
Sir,  Inclos'd  you'll  find  papers  just  now  Delivered  to  me  by  the 
Committee  of  this  place,  although  one  of  these  papers  is  anony- 
mous, I  Do  not  think  that  any  precaution  should  be  neglected. 
I  have  conftn'd^the  prisonners  of  war  now  in  this  town  to  their 
quarters.    I  am  Convinced  that  they  have  Done  much  mischief 
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and  in  spite  of  our  precantions  will  Do  more  if  they  are  not 
speedily  romov'd.  I  Could  wish  your  Excellency  would  gett 
them  remov'd  as  soon  as  possible,  as  well  as  Doctor  McNamara 
Hay,  the  British  Physician.  The  sooner  I  gett  your  Directions 
and  general  McDoughalPs  upon  that  head  the  Better. 

The  troops  in  this  quarter  have  received  orders  from  Marquli 
De  Lafayette  agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  General  Washington 
to  march  to  the  High  Lands.  They  are  getting  readdy  and  I  will 
send  them  Down  as  soon  as  you  or  General  McDoughall  Direct. 

The  Regiments  order'd  Down  by  General  Washington  are  Coll. 
James  I^vingston's  statioun'd  at  Johnstown,  Coll.  Vanschajk'i 
at  Schoneclady  and  a  part  of  it  at  Saratoga,  Coll.  Hazen's  in  thii 
town.  I  wrote  to  general  MacDoughall  in  order  that  qnarten 
should  be  readdy  for  these  Regiments  when  he  will  Direct  them 
to  march  to  the  High  Lands. 

General  Gates  writes  to  the  Marquis  that  I  will  receive  orders 
to  goe  to  the  High  I^nds.  I  wait  these  orders  with  much  im* 
l)atience  being  fully  pei^snaded  that  the  ennemy  will  soon  make 
some  attempt  upon  the  North  river  Very  early.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  Both  sides  of  the  Mohawk  river,  the  German  Flattsand 
all  the  upi)er  country  from  this  to  fort  Bchuyler  is  Left  Bare. 

I  suppose  your  Excellency  will  provide  in  concert  with  general 
MacDoughall  for  the  safely  of  these  places. 

I  should  be  Very  happy  to  In^ar  as  s(M)n  as  possible  from  yoo 

and  General  MacDoughall.     I  am  sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most 

Obed't  Bervant 

Th*8  Conway. 
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Albany  Committee  Chamber,  Ist  April  1778. 
Sir,  A  few  days  ago  the  Committee  rec'd  information  that  two 
^ersons  had  passed  this  City,  and  that  one  of  them  had  lately 
tome  ont  of  New  York.  Upon  this  information  they  dispatched 
I  conple  of  Persons  in  pursuit  of  them,  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  apprehend  them,  but  in  the  night  the  principal  one, 
Gilead  Bettiss,  made  his  escape  the  other  Daniel  Bass,  who  says 
be  lives  in  Fredericksburgh  in  Dutchess  County,  they  secured 
and  delivered  to  the  Committee,  and  upon  examination  nothing 
could  be  extorted  from  him  but  that  Bettiss  had  lately  come  out 
of  New  York,  offered  to  enlist  Ihree  Persons  in  his  presence  and 
had  informed  him  that  the  Enemy  would  come  up  the  River  in 
about  three  weeks  time.  After  a  long  examination  he  was  put 
in  Irons  and  confined.  Some  little  time  after  his  Confinement 
James  Hart,  a  Prisoner  requested  to  be  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee who  upon  his  appearance  gave  the  information  of  which 
No.  1  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

Earlv  this  Morning  a  Letter  was  found  at  Mr.  Beeckman's 
Btoop  in  this  City,  of  which  No.  2  is  a  Copy.  As  this  Corres- 
ponds with  a  Letter  formerly  found  in  the  same  manner,  and  as 
seven  Negroes  have  lately  been  detected  who  had  Combined  to 
go  off  to  the  Enemy  at  a  day  already  past,  the  Committee  are 
enclined  to  think  that  there  is  some  foundation  in  the  hints 
thrown  out,  but  they  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  the  authors 
of  these  Letters  do  not  come  forth  and  give  their  information 
Personally. 

General  Conway  has  been  furnished  with  Copy  of  the  last 
^tier,  and  has  been  requested  to  Confine  the  Brittish  Officers  to 
tkeir  Booms,  the  Soldiers  to  the  Fart  and  to  order  the  Guards 
^  keep  a  good  look  out 
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The  Committee  wish  your  Excellency  would  favour  them  with 
your  Opinion  and  directions  on  this  matter  as  soon  as  Con- 
venient. 

The  information  above  mentioned  induces  the  Committee  again 
to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  having  the  Brittish 
Hospital  and  Prisoners  together  with  the  Tory  Prisoners  (of 
which  upwards  of  one  hundred  are  Confined)  removed  to  one  of 
the  Eastern  States.  I  am  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt  &  Very 
humble  Serv't  By  order 

John  M.  Beeckman,  Chairman  P.  T. 
To  11] s  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


No.  1. 
James  Hart  being  ex'd  says.  That  seeing  a  Person  brought  in 
Goa];  in  Irons,  induced  him  to  ask  where  he  came  from,  and 
what  his  name.  That  he  was  answered  his  Name  was  Daniel 
Bass  that  he  lived  near  Croten's  and  had  come  up  with  one  Oilead 
Bettiss,  who  was  lately  come  out  of  New  York,  That  after  some 
Conversation  Bass  told  the  Exaniinant  that  said  Bettiss  was  sent 
out  by  Genl.  Clinton  and  Gov'r  Tryon  to  warn  the  Tories  and 
espi'cially  those  of  the  Manor  of  Livingston;  that  he  was  also  to 
enquire  how  deep  the  Snow  was  up  the  Mohawk  River  and 
whether  the  Indians  could  come  out,  and  that  Bettiss  had  also 
told  him  that  the  Tories  were  to  rise  on  tjhe  14th  of  April  next, 
and  disarm  as  many  of  the  Whigs  as  they  could,  That  the  Row 
Galleys  and  Gun  B(»ats  were  to  come  up  at  the  same  time  as  far 
as  the  Manor,  where  they  were  to  stop  to  receive  the  Tories  on 
Board,  and  then  to  come  up  to  Albany,  and  if  the  Snow  was  yet 
too  deep  on  the  14th  they  were  to  postpone  their  operationB  till 
the  24tb  as  they  did  not  chuse  to  Venture  till  saoh  Time  u 


Butl«T  mi^ht  have  an  oppermiiTj  '<-  "^fifij^tirxr^i-  "vri  "3f»n  vni 
the  Indians,  That  Batler  wa*  i->  T*i^  lof  Rfiu^  -^rr '  ^!iiiaiiir— 
That  the  said  Bass  farther  inf'-riD^S  lin-  -"XjaLiniur  *iiir  I^Tii* 
was  to  go  to  Sohtiharry  and  ihr  ■.r-innia.  Tii^r-K  t.riir  T'lii-a  it* 
was  to  return  to  New  Yt»rk.  :a  cir^  u-  j4-r*«inir  id  iiif  ir-i*"*— i- 
ingij  and  that  Bcttii^s  had  a  v.'dipHAisi'f  0^iiL3ixi«wiiiL  hul  iiac  ii£'^t*t 
to  eulist  People  a«  he  came  up. 
Albany  in  Committee  31st  Ifareii  177^.. 


Xo.  2 

Time  draws  near:  look  oat:  u^ti-^  a  lap..  minL  yinc  !!»r:r» 

Brittish  officers  Soldiers  and  Nr«7*?t*-:  j'Wz  K-ip***  uyt  jl  cumir*r- 

Tour  City  also  look  oat  for:  yywE  iuiit  ^  mmir^  -zntr  jiihf  ji  i 

•few  days  you  will  eijieireii^ie  ^  iE]it!Htf»  jia  Jitik  hie  -f^*r^  ▼•*il 

in  the  first  place  secare  yoor  BT:-:di*a:  MlEie?6??k  mic  »iudiif??t  j^iiir 

Wmable  Torris;  great  Sazi»  •>!!  iwaft?  intf  iH**a  *Hir  jj  ;'i»ur 

City,  to  your  Country  la;»t  l^uiii  ui£  -:iaf  Trim*!!   r;   3r:ia    uul 

Clinton;  your  Flags  hare  dmH  Ne^a  •*<  iLn^a  »**r^J!•^ .  •lu-*^-;   liit 

you  Search  them:  no.  for  n»>  B^^dj  <i^  "*■  1L7  iiin«vj**u|F*:.   4»iiii** 

time  [»aste  1  wrote  to  a  friend  *tf  aizarr.  aioit  dit  mtanno.  i:iau-» 

But  nothing  is  done.     I  «ap|Mtf,e  any  f^woit  iF-a*  ifef  iiua';   a  ; mf 

Service.     1  shall  mention  no  Maiifti-    Mj  ir5*-  -mmiut  i#^  a    .'Ui- 

gour;  and  now  1  have  an  op|»«nniifcn:T  -•*•  icn*"»  -iMra  ^^iiKjt    lait 

as  I  have  been  Concerned  is  fiht  hez^.rhA  Sbtij'i*^  jl  yii-rntt  i. 

wicked  Plot  into  execatkm  wfca-cl.  any  «;.*a**3^'t*  mr  ubi-v  i  m*. 

induces  me  to  warn  too;  for  n  a  f-*^  *iij*  "3**  -pHuih-  ■v#mn*H»   lur • 

\ie  put  to  an  end;  if  it  wm  m^t  i«o»  l^  Mtu*?***.  *  r*^  ti-t  :  ti»  v: 

pect  if  by  my  means  too  aaTe  r^nmr  Oi-iar^j-  iP^*a  B  t^U  !♦*  ui'i' 

to  prove;  if  you  are  MCC«Mfnll  by  •'aE^?a^  ?^  117  H>^-*r-*  v  n.- 1 

yoa  will  keep;  it  was  aol  k»^  *ff*  «a^  I  ^  '>*^-  5^*'* '     *■** 
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aruiy  is  not  very  Numorous;  be  means  to  destroy  Philad'a  and 

Bend  all  bis  force  to  your  Kiver  and  to  tbe  Eastward  and  the 

Indians  will  come  down  on  your  Frontiers;  you  may  Perhapi 

take  many  tbat  will  declare  tbemselves  innocent;  they  will  offer 

to  Swear,  no  oath  must  be  taken  of  a  Man  that  is  not  for  your 

Country  for  they  think  it  not  Legal.    I  was  to  take  any  oath 

that  any  Rebel  were  to  offer  to  me.    I  have  had  a  great  sum  of 

money  to  undertake  a  wicked  plan  which  I  hope  to  Conyince  yoo 

with  when  I  call  for  my  Letters.    Wee  find  out,  that  we  Cannot 

Conquer  you  with  fair  means;  now  no  time  or  money  or  lives  will 

be  Spared  to  do  it,  for  always  you  will  find  Men  to  execute  them; 

pray  look  out,  for  no  time  ought  to  be  lost.    Hand  and  hand, 

Stand  by  each  other,  now  or  never,    I  am  of  no  Small  Banck  in 

tbe  Brittish  Service;  no  dare  I  to  return;  my  life  is  at  Statf 

with  yours  for  not  doing  which  I  did  undertake  to  do  with  many 

of  your  own   Contrymen.    Favour  no  man,  nor  Friend  if  yon 

mean  to  Stand,  or  you  soon  will  fall,  which  advice  please  to  take 

from  your  wellwisher. 

'     O.  E. 


[No.  1238.] 
TJie  Qarrison  and  Defenses  at  PauluB  Hook. 

1st  ApL  177& 
Ebenezer  Raymon  Deserted  from  Capt.  Kain*B  Comp'y,  Colo. 
Turnbull's  Regt.  New  lA*vies  on  Saturday  last.  They  Oarrisaon 
the  Port  at  Paulus  Hook  &  Consist  of  ab*t  300  Men.  The  wh<de 
Point  is  picketted  in.  There  is  a  Redoubt  on  the  Hill  above  Van 
Voort's  House  with  six  Pieces  of  Artillery  in  it;  3  Block  Houses 
within  Muskett  Shott  of  each  other;  one  at  the  Cauaway  lead- 
ing off  the  Hook,  one  at  the  Southwest  Corner  &  the  other  in 
the  Northeast  Corner  of  the  Hook. 
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There  is  a  small  Guard  House  in  the  Fort  &  a  Guard  of  a  Cor- 
poral &  Six  in  it  every  Night.  The  Troops  lay  in  the  Barn  which 
is  fitted  np  for  Barracks  &  in  the  South  End  of  Van  Vort's  House. 
17  Men  lays  Nightly  in  each  of  the  two  latter  Block  Houses. 
The  Guard  which  is  18  Men  under  a  Serjeant  occupies  the  Block 
House  by  the  Causeway.  The  Picquet  Guard  a  Sub  &  30  lays  at 
Kennedy's  House  &  the  advanced  Gentry  stands  at  Priors  Mill 
2  Gentries  at  Cuypen  Bridge  none  higher  up.  10  Gentries  are 
kep  by  Night  but  none  so  far  advanced  as  the  above.  Gne 
Gentry  stands  on  the  Point  towards  Oommunipaw.  Raymond  lived 
at  Gortlandts  Manor  went  to  the  Enemy  last  July  was  advised 
Away  by  Hasten  &  Travis. 


[No.  1239.] 

SHIFTING  TROOPS  FROM  AliBANY  TO  THE  HIGHLANDS. 

General  Contcay  Thinks  he  is  Better  Fitted  for  the  Field — Praises 

McDougall — Fears  he  Will  he  Deceived. 

Albany  2d  April  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  honor'd  with  your  favour  of  the  30th  March.  I  will 
communicate  your  letter  to  General  Tenbrook  respecting  the 
militia.  I  have  directed  Coll.  Lewis,  to  have  sloops  readdy  for 
carrying  the  Troops,  when  they  will  be  ordered  down  by  General 
McDoughall.  I  have  also  directed  the  commanders  of  Regi- 
ments, to  send  their  most  active  and  diligent  oflQcers,  in  order  to 
collect  as  soon  as  possible  the  men  upon  furlough. 

It  is  not  Nixon's  Brigade  that  is  now  stationn'd  at  Farming- 
ton,  but  Coll.  Nixon's  Regt.,  belonging  to  General  Nixon's  brig- 
ade. I  suppose  General  McDoughall  will  give  orders  for  said 
Regiment  to  proceed  to  West  Point. 

In  Consequence  of  an  application  made  to  me  by  Coll.  Gay, 
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who  produced  to  me  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  War,  I  hid 
order'd  last  week,  Coll.  Warner's  Regt.  from  Beuington  to  Sam- 
toga,  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  save  t)ie  cannon  abbandoDo'd 
by  the  Enemy.  1  inclose  to  you  the  extract  of  the  letter  of 
General  Gates  and  the  orders  I  have  given  in  consequence,  be- 
fore I  had  learn't  General  McDoughalFs  arrival.  I  wish  your 
Excellency  would  let  me  know,  if  you  approve  of  the  measuie. 

I  am  very  happy  to  learn  the  arrival  of  General  McDoughall. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge,  but  he  all  ways  appeared  to  me, 
one  of  the  best  heads  in  the  army.  I  am  very  impatient  to  join 
him  as  soon  as  possible.  1  am  much  honor'd  and  flattered  with 
whatever  employment,  Congress  pleases  to  confer  on  me.  but  ' 
as  1  am  a  foreigner  and  not  acquainted  with  the  dispositionti  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  count ry«  I  am  afraid  of  being  deceivU 
and  led  unawares  into  measures  contrary  to  the  good  of  the  ler 
vire.  I  think  myself  more  calculated  to  command  troops  in  the 
field  and  to  train  them  up  to  the  campaign  duty. 

I  mentionn'd  to  General  McDoughall  the  necessity  of  providing 

Quartere  bellow  for  llazen's,  A'anschoyck's  and  I^vingston*8  ai 

I  understand  that  they  have  no  tmts,  1  can  not  help  repeating 

to  your  Excellency  that  nothing  will  be  left  between  this  and 

fort  Srhuyler  all  that  rounfry  r<*niains  opt*n*d  for  the  Indians 

ami  fur  the  aftMiipfs  of  th«*  Enni*my.     1  am  with  Respect  Your 

Ex«»*lh*niy\s  Most  ubrd't  Servant 

Th's  Conway. 

1*.  S.  Majiir  !5;nlM  r  is  nut  with  im*.  I  had  nH*«immend«*d  him 
to  the  majuriiy  of  Tiill.  Spcnci^i's  n-^ini<*nt  his  Br«>ther  in  law. 
for  whom  1  liavi*  also  the  ^!«»a!i*st  n-gard. 

I  woultl  Im'  M-ry  h:i|»p\  to  liavt-  Major  ISarbur  with  me;  he  is  an 
exart,  /(*altMis  inidt-rstiinding  otlim  :  hi*  has  a  military  tuni,  and 
has  irain'd  his  ivgiment  very  well. 
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I  just  now  receive  a  letter  from  Lt.  Coll.  Bafford  of  Warner's 
regiment,  mentionning  that  he  wants  one  hundred  and  twenty 
arms  and  accoutrements,  although  by  his  return  of  provisions,  I 
find  he  does  not  draw  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  nine 
men. 


[No.  1240.] 

A  DIFFERENCE  OVER  HORSES. 

During  Which  Colonel  Wimer  Writes  a  Caustic  Epistle  to  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General  Taylor. 

Hannover  2d  April  1778. 
Honoured  S'r,  Last  summer^  when  you  arived  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery I  was  at  your  House.    I  reported  to  you  that  I,  by  Order 
of  Colo'l  Hughs,  had  sent,  for  the  Horses  taken  up  by  Major 
Wiesner,  and  his  party,  which  was  found  in  the  hands  of  Tories, 
winter  was  a  Year,  on  their  way  to  the  Enemy,  I  also  shewed 
joa  the  aprisement  of  said  Horses,  after  some  Recolection,  you 
thought  you  had  seen  an  aprisement  of  the  same  Horses,  before 
of  a  prior  Date  to  that  I  shewed  you,  and  that,  it  Rune  in  your 
mind  the  aprisements  Considerably  Differed,  you  Desired  I  should 
take  particular  care  of  the  papers,  and  not  to  pay  Major  Wiesner 
till  I  acquainted  you.    I    have    the   papers  still,   and  has    not 
Booked  them,  till  I  had  farther  Orders  from  you,  neither  have 
I  paid  any  money  on  them.    I  also  sent  the  Horses  with  a  Coppy 
of  the  aprisements  to  Colo'l  Hdghs,  at  Fish  Kill  as  the  Tennor 
of  his  Jjetter  Directed,  Viz. 

3l8t  May  1777.    Colo'l  Hathorne  tells  me  that  there  are  several 
Horses  which  were  taken  going  to  the  Enemy  last  fall  or  winter, 
that  are  not  yet  Disposed  of,  on  your  side  of  the  River,    I  hi 
yoo  will  make  inquiry  as  the  Colo*l  is  Certain  they  are  thei 


\ 
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nomf'wh^'tf',  I  iniagiD  near  him,  but,  am  not  Clear  in  it,— if  too 

(iiu\  any,  hri  them  Ik;  Valned,  and  send  them  here,  as  they  are 

((n-af  ly  in  want  of  Horses  at  Peeks  Kill  &c.    Ob«enre  to  take  tn 

Kxarf  tt<:f;oiint  of  them  their  Valne  &c. 

Signed  Hugh  Hughs  D.  Q.  M.  6. 

This  Bill  should  Heen  paid  some  time  ago  as  it  is  now  one  of 

Uie  ohU^Ht  I  have.    I  will  take  the  first  Opportunity  to  see  your 

V\xvv\Wuvy,  with  \\w  aprisement,  and  pay  the  money  as  you  shall 

OnliT,  as  I  was  at  that  time  under  your  Direction.    Maj.  Wiesner 

luiM  l)0(*n  Hov<*rul  times  with  me  for  the  money,  and  also  sent  me 

*MHii<*  llireatcnirif^  I^^tters  the  last  I  think  I  am  in  Duty  Boond, 

to  Ht'iid  your  Excellency  a  Coppy,  of,  viz. 

Warwick  April  29th  177& 
I>*r  H'r, 

My  (\)iupliinent8  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time  I  would  inform 
you  that  I  have  Htvn  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour  to  see  what 
Hti'p  I  was  brst  to  take  to  Kecover  the  money  for  those  Horses 
\ou  KtHi'ivi'd  of  uie,  aud  the  Ciovernour  said  that  they  Belonged 
to  tlir  statt\  and  I  must  be  accountable  to  the  state  for  them 
\\lu*n  t'vtT  Callod  uik>u,  and  that  you  had  no  Bussiness  with  said 
lloi'M's,  ami  that  I  could  get  a  write  for  you  and  tioeyou  at  a  Giviel 
A»tii>u  wliirh  I  detcnuin  to  do;  so  think  not  strange,  for  if  yon 
dout  M'lul  the  money  to  nie  Ven*y  soon  I  shurely  will  hare  a 
write  for  you  and  if  1  U'^in,  it  will  not  be  the  laist  Horse  yoo 
will  Ik*  i>blidj:e  to  give  account  for. 

Signed  Henry  Wiesner  Lt.  Col. 

1  uuiko  no  lK>ubi  but  \our  F.xcelUncy  has  heard  that  I  have  got 
uiuih  hurl  b\  falhiij:  in  a  tit.  1  was  Grt^atly  Bruised  in  my  Body 
aud  tu'vk.  I  he  oui  s^ide  of  my  face  cutt  in  several  places*  and  will 
W  vvu^uderably  bisfiiiurwi.    I  K^iwer  as  fast  as  can  be  expected. 
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and  h<^>e8  in  less  than  a  week  to  see  yonr  Excellency.     I  am 

with  the  utmost  Eirteem  yonr  Excell's  M't  Obt.  Humble  servant, 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
GoT>  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1241.] 

CoUmd  Wynkoop  Reports  on   the  Building  of  (hinhoats  at 

Coeymans. 

Coyemans  2nd  Aprill  1778. 

Dear  Gov'r,  I  have  Sent  Down  to  the  West  Point  Three  Sloops 

Loaded  with  Boards  &  Four  about  Half  Loaded  which  Latter 

have  also  taken  Colo.  Putmen's  Regiment.    I  will  also  Send  Down 

one  Sloop  Loaded  with  Timber  for  Barricks  from  this  Place. 

I  Sho'd  have  Sent  Down  more  Boards  but  Could  git  no  more 

Sloops  fit  for  that  Purpose  for  a  Number  of  them  have  Suffered 

moch  by  the  Ice  in  brakeing  up  of  the  River  but  will  Send  them 

as  Soon  as  thay  are  Repaired.      I  have  Detained  one  Sloop  in 

Albany  to  take  Down  Canon;  as  Soon  as  I  Receive  Your  Orders 

shall  send  Her  Down.    I  have  about  50  Carpenters  at  work  here, 

a  Building  Boats  of  Forty  Foot  Keel  &  Sixteen  Foot  Wide.    I 

Sh'd  be  Glead  to  know  the  Gove'rs  Pleasure  Concerning  said 

Boats  whether  I  must  send  em  Down  as  soon  as  they  are  Built 

or  whare  &  also  be  Gleadi  if  a  Few  Ship  Carpenters  Could  be 

obtained  &  Sent  up  here.    I  have  also  Sent  Down  a  Number  of 

Wheel  Barrows.    I  Remain  Your  moust  Humble  Sarv't 

Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop. 

P.  S.    Please  to  Remamber  me  Mrs.  Clinton  en  Except  of  the 

Same  yonr  Selfe. 

For  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  at  Pokeepsie. 
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[No.  1242.] 
Lafayette's  Efforts  to  Win  the  Indians. 

Fort  Schuyler  2d  April  1778. 

Ilonord  Sir,  With  this  you  have  a  State  of  this  Garris,  with  a 
return  of  the  Ordinance  Stores  wanting  to  Compleat  the  ordi- 
nance here. 

The  Regiment  is  exceeding  bad  of  for  Clothing,  in  particular 
shirts  &  Shoes,  which  render  us  unable  to  carry  on  the  Works 
Necessary  to  be  done  at  this  place,  which  may  be  attended  with 
bad  Consequences. 

Marquis  I^e  Feiatt  has  sent  an  Engineer  to  the  Onida  Castle 
with  a  Speech  to  the  Onidas  &  Tuscarorars  previous  to  a  prom- 
ise they  made  liim  at  the  Treaty  at  Johnston^  inviting  300»of 
their  young  Warriors  to  come  down  to  Albany  &  Join  him,  which 
if  they  do,  he  means  with  them  to  Join  Qenl.  Wajshington,  as 
soon  as  Possible; — by  a  Tjetter  from  the  Engineer  to  Col.  Willett 
yesterday,  he  informs  him  that  Indians  are  Determind  to 
join  tlie  Manjuis,  as  soon  as  a  Small  Piquet  Fort  is  Compleated 
which  he  is  now  at  work  upon  at  Onida  to  secure  the  families 
of  thos<'  &  the  otlier  Indians  who  stay  behind,  in  case  the  Senecas 
sbouM  make  any  attempts  against  them, — there  is  200  of  this 
County  Militia  to  go  to  Ondia  in  a  few  days  to  help  to  build  the 
Fort,  whirh  will  enable  the  Indians  to  go  down  soon. 

Shou*d  the  Manpiis  be  able  to  get  the  Indians  down  as  far 

as  Head  Quarters,  it  is  thought  it  may  Answe  some  good  pur- 

I>oses,  especially  in  ambushing  the  Knemies  Forraging  Parties, 

and  stop  them  in  some  ineasure  from  committing  so  many  Depre- 

ditions  in  the*  Country, —  my  best  resi)ects   to   Mrs.   Clinton  & 

DocCr  Tnjjpan  &  his  Wif«»,  &  am  with  due  Respect  your  very 

Atfectionjite  Hunibh*  S«rv't 

Geo.  I.  Denniston. 
Oeorge  CUnton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1243.] 

Everything  Serene  ai  We$i  Peini. 

West  Point  April  3d  177a 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  yesterday  at  Bloominggrove  and  had  a  Goa- 

fereuce  with  Capt.  WoodbuU  about  Sending  his  lighthoraemea  to 

work  their  turn  at  this  place;  he  is  very  willing  to  Oome,^  But  Bajf 

he  finds  some  Dificulty  in  giting  his  men  out  and  Desired  me  to 

Beg  your  Excellency  to  write  him  a  Single  line  Beqmremg  him  to 

attend  with  his  men  which  he  Says  will  inable  him  to  git  them 

out  without  any  Dificulty.    Tour  Complyance  will  greatly  Toir 

Excelloncys  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Henry  Wisner. 

P.  S.    Things  goe  on  well  here;  Should  Be  glad  to  See  year 
Excellency  here  as  Soon  as  posable. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  iisq.  Governor  and  Comroaader 

in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  1244.] 
Much  Gonfusian  in  Pay  RoUs. 
Dear  Sir,  Major  Newkirk  has  been  with  me  with  Several  Pay 
abstracts  for  Colo.  McClagery's  Regiment,  some  of  them  fur  8e^ 
vice  before  I  came  into  the  pay  ofilce;  as  such  it  is  proper  1 
should  have  some  Certificate  that  pay  for  that  Time  has  not 
been  received  from  any  other  ofilce.  The  Rations  due  to  the 
R(!giment  for  said  Time  I  cannot  pay,  as  Colo.  Wigglesworth 
Infonns  me  Colo.  Palfrey  pays  none  before  the  10th  June  1777. 
The  CaptH.  Pay  KoIIh  nuiHt  lu*  drawn  over  again  as  thqr  do  not 
ExHiuvKM  the  Time  of  Sin'vic<*  conimencin^  and  ending  at  the  Head, 
how  many  dai.vs  allowed  fur  return  Home.  Instead  of  this  some 
have  in  a  Colum  mileage  out  &  Home,  some  Mileage  ub 


of  pajKT;  in  this  State  I  cannot  take  on  me  to  sign  them  as 
Examined  by  me,  neither  will  Genl.  McDngall  sign  a  warrent 
for  payment  in  their  present  Cituation.  I  have  persuaded  the 
Major  to  leave  the  pay  Bolls  with  me  and  to  wait  on  your  Ex- 
cellency to  get  such  a  Certificate  on  the  Pay  Abstracts  as  may 
Inable  this  Office  by  Warrent  from  General  McDugall  to  pay 
them;  perhaps  you  can  do  it  so  full  as  to  serve  without  Genl. 
Putnam's  Certificate,  as  I  am  afraid  he  will  be  gone  before  the 
Major  returns  and  his  papers  put  in  proper  order.  I  am  In  Hast 
with  Great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Humb'e  Ser  vt 

William  Bedlow. 
Pay  Office  Aprill  4th  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 

New  York  &c.,  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1245.] 

SETH  WABNER'S  "  STRANGE  REGIMENT." 

Carelessness  in  HandUng  the  Cannon  Captured  at  Saratoga — The 
Situation  ai  Albany — The  Country  from  Albany  to  Fort  Schuyler 

Unprotected. 

Albany  4tli  April  1778. 

Sir,  General  Ten  Brook  to  whom  I  have  shew'd  your  Letter 
intends  to  Dismiss  the  four  months  militia  as  soon  as  some  of 
the  parties  sent  towards  fort  Anne  return  and  Deliver  the  arms 
which  they  have  receiv'd  from  this  store  for  a  temporary  use 
only  was  the  militia  Dismiss'd  sooner  the  arms  would  undoubt- 
4^1y  be  Lost. 

The  Detachment  of  Coll.  Vanschayk's  Regiment  now  at  Sara- 
toga being  onder  marching  orders  to  join  its  Regimeni  Destined 
for  the  Highlands,  I  had  order'd  Coll.  Warner's  Regiment  to 
SmntogfL  to  the  porpose  of  saving  the  Cannon  Left  at  or  near 
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Tyioiidorofca,  but  Coll.  ^ya^ne^'s  Rc^giment  Calls  for  more  anui 
than  tbpy  have  men  fitt  for  Duty.  The  Commander  of  said 
Uegiment  has  in  contempt  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  orderM 
and  Drawn  a  Double  ration  of  Victuals  for  his  men.  I  am 
assur'd  by  the  Deputy  muster  master  of  this  town  that  Wamer'i 
Regiment  was  Compleatly  armed  Last  year  at  Tyconderoga  by 
General  St.  Clair's  orders;  that  Regiment  was  fully  armM  Last 
October;  now  they  have  not  a  single  firelock.  There  is  a  very 
small  4uantity  of  arms  fitt  for  service  in  this  store,  and  these  are 
ordered  to  the  southern  army.  If  I  issued  arms  to  Warner  s  Regi- 
ment, they  Certainly  would  be  Lost  as  no  Dependance  can  be 
plac'd  in  that  very  Strange  Regiment,  I  cannot  find  means  of 
Saving  the  cannon  at  Tyconderoga.  That  matter  should  have 
been  thought  of  two  or  three  months  ago.  Coll.  Hay  and  Major 
Stephens  tell  me  that  in  supposing  that  said  cannons  might  be 
sav'd,  they  could  not  be  convey'd  here,  stock'd,  and  then  flx'd  in 
the  Batterys  at  West  Point  before  the  Latter  end  of  June  next. 

When  Ilazen's  Regiment  marches  from,  this  place,  the  Garri- 
Bon  will  be  comi>os'd  of  (jreaton's  and  Alden's  Regiments,  not 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  three  hundred  men;  these  are  hardly 
sufiicient  to  guard  the  British,  Hessian,  Canadian,  and  torr 
prisonners,  and  to  protect  the  artillery  and  provision  stores; 
therefore  under  the  pn»sent  Circumstances  I  Do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  Detach  any  part  of  (in*aton's  or  Alden's  Regiment 
towards  Tyconderoga  without  your  farther  Directions. 

Considering  the  Dispositions  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  Neigh- 
bourhood and  the  anxietys  not  altogether  ungrounded  of  th»* 
Committee,  I  Should  imagine  that  not  one  moment's  time  should 
be  Lost  in  n^moving  all  prisonners  from  this  place,  1  Shall  be 
happy  in  receiving  your  Dinctions  and  those  of  General  Mc- 
Dongbal  upon  that  very  urgent  article* 
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I  incloae  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter  from  CJolL  Gansewort. 

I  Begg  pardon  for  repeating,  that  when  the  Regiments  of  Lev- 

ingston,  Vanschayk  and  Hazen  will  be  stationn'd  at  the  High 

Lands  all  the  country  from  this  to  fort  Schuyler  will  be  Left 

uncovered.    I  am  with  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't 

serrant, 

Th's  CJonway. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1247.]  ♦ 
Peter  Oansevoart  Reoommends  Reinforcement  for  Fort  Schuyler. 

Sir,  From  the  return  of  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler  fur- 
nished you  this  Morning  you  will  perceive  the  number  of  Troops 
there,  which  is  not  half  sufficient  to  man  the  intarnal  works,  tho' 
I  conceive  that  four  Hundred  Men  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  might  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  Fort  if  well  supplied. 

There  is  at  present  but  half  a  Company  of  Artillery  at  the  Fort, 
I  beg  that  I  may  have  a  full  Company  Commanded  by  a  good 
active  and  Experienced  officer. 

Johnstown  and  Fort  Dayton  have  hitherto  been  Garrisoned — 
Col.  Livingston's  Regiment  being  Ordered  down  Ijeave  those 
places  without  Troops. 

I  submit  to  you  the  Necessity  of  having  the  reinforcements  in- 
tended for  Fort  Schuyler  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  Tryon 
County  as  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  Fort  when  I  shall  see 
cause  to  order  them.  They  are  not  wanted  at  the  Fort  untill 
the  Enemy  approach  and  it  will  be  less  expensive  to  supply  them 
with  provisions,  at  those  places  than  at  Fort  Schuyler  and  they 
serve  as  Guards  upon  the  Communication  for  the  supplies  to  the 
Fort.    This  is  the  plan  which  was  pursued  last  Campaign.    I  am 

*  Tbe  porpoae  In  transferrliiff  this  document  from  the  position  assigned  to  It  by  the  Editor 
of  tbm  MSB.  It  apiMumit-'STATB  Histobuii. 
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RY  with  SentimontB  of  tho  greatest  respect  Your  very  Hii«> 

Servant 

Peter  Gansevoort. 
Albany  4th  April  1778. 

The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Conway. 


[No.  1246.] 
A  Ddsh  of  Civil  Affairs. 

Albany  4th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
Letter  of  the  23rd  March  last,  and  a  Packet  containing  the  Com- 
missions, of  the  Peace,  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
of  Judge  Douw,  and  the  Dedimus  Protestatum  [Potestatem]. 

Your  ExceUency  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  pay  all  possible 
attenti(m  in  f(^rwarding  the  Qualification  of  the  Civil  Officers. 

I  have  shewn  the  Commissions  to  some  of  the  Judges,  who  are 
anxious  to  see  the  act  **  further  to  organize  the  Government  of 
this  State*'  previous  to  their  Qualification.  I  wish  therefore  your 
Kxcell(»ii(  y  would  forwai*d  the  same  as  soon  as  Convenient.  I 
am  with  ihe  greatest  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Ob't  Serr't 

Mat.  Visscher. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  124S.] 
A  Warning  Cry  from  Chcny  T alley. 

A  report  nuule  and  sign'd  by  Benjamin  Dixon  sent  to  Albany 
by  the  Committee  of  rherry  Valh\v  and  adjacent  settlements. 

Benjamin  Dixon  asserts  that  liy  Cnnlilile  intelligence  on  which 
he  mav  relv,  two  fri<*ndlv  Indians  havi'  warn'd  the  inhabitants  of 
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Cherry  Valley  and  of  the  adjacent  settlements  to  move  from  their 

plantations  if  they  intend  to  be  free  from  Danger  because  the 

Ennemy  will  be  there  in  four  weeks  from  the  twenty  eighth  of 

March;  further  more  said  Benjamin  Dixon  is  informed  that  there 

are  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  and  tories  assembled  at  Tunen- 

dello  [Unadilla]  on  Susquehannah  river  within  about  forty  miles 

from  Cherry  Valley. 

Benj'm  Dickson. 
Albany  4th  April  1778. 


[No.  1249.] 
Oovemor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  Lasher  to  Make  a  Return  of  All 

Military  Stores. 

Poughkeepsiegh  April  5"  1778. 

Sir,  You  will  without  Delay  make  me  a  Return  of  all  the  Mili- 
tary Stores  belonging  to  this  State  under  your  Direction  as  also 
of  those  which  have  been  issued  since  your  appointment.  A 
considerable  Quantity  of  those  Stores  were  lately  in  the  Hands 
of  Mr.  Mevins  Conductor  at  Windsor  &  some  were  left  at  Marble- 
town  in  that  Neighbourhood,  those  you  will  receive  if  you  have 
them  not  already,  and  place  them  in  the  State  Store. 

All  the  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the  State  must  be  col- 
lected together  and  stored  in  such  Place  as  you  shall  think  most 
convenient  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wallkill  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  Continental  Magazines  there  as  they  may  in  that  Case  have 
the  Benefit  of  a  Guard  without  the  Necessity  of  drawing  Men 

from  the  Militia  for  that  Purpose. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Laaher.] 


128  Public  Papers  of  Oeobgs  Clinton. 

[No.  1250.] 
FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 
Correspondence  Between  Oeneral  McDougaU  and  Oovemar  Clinkih' 
Ravages  of  SmaUpox. 

Fish  Kill  April  3d  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  faFor  by  Colonel  Hughes,  with  Letters  from 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  and  Major  Stevens,  with  their  In- 
closures  came  duly  to  hand.  I  have  little  doubt,  of  the  enemy's 
intention  to  pay  us  a  visit,  because  it  will  advance  their  views, 
and  no  Season  more  proiK'r,  than  before  oar  works,  and  obstmc- 
tions  are  finJHhed.  Vnder  this  Persuasion,  I  wrote  by  the  Uit 
post,  to  the  ConiHiaudinpj  Officer  at  Albany,  to  quicken  the 
march  of  the  troojm  ordered  to  these  posts;  with  all  possible 
Dispatch.  His  Kxcellency  advised  me,  that  Van  Schaik,  Haien's 
and  Colonel  James  Livin^stcm  regiments  were  ordered  down; 
which  will  leave  (Jraton's  and  Ald«»n'8  at  Albany. 

I  iliink  it  will  be  expedient  to  inform  the  Bay  and  Connecticut 
States  of  our  apprehensions,  and  press  for  the  necessary  Suceoun 
jointly,  and  that  no  time  should  be  lost.  If  1  knew  what  propor 
tion  would  In*  propter  to  i'Xj)ect,  from  each,  of  the  2500,  1  wouU 
prepare  my  lA»tters.  If  you  have  fixed  on  any  in  your  Letters  t« 
those  States,  I  wish  to  l»e  advisiMl  of  it.  While  we  look  to  othe 
States  for  Militia,  I  must  i»ress  for  Assistance  from  this.  Yo 
an*  bi'st  acquainted  with  its  ability,  and  as  fully  informed  of  tb 
danger  which  thn^atens  it,  as  I  am.  The  State  of  the  Stores,  an 
River  will  oblidge  me  to  eall  ui^  Nixim's  Regiment  from  the  Pu 
chase.  As  Albany  is  in  thi*  Norihrrn  Dt'partment;  I  have  son 
doubt.  whfihtT  1  am  authoriztnl  to  iutrrfert*  in  it,  or  give  ai 
order?  n^pt^ting  it :  I  sliall  however  advise  the  commanding  0 
fl<-er.  to  remove  such  Prisoners  of  war  frt»m  thence«  as  are  in 
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Condition  to  be  removed,  to  a  place  of  mdre  Safety,  and  those  of 
the  CoDTention  of  Saratoga  to  their  respective  Corps;  I  shall 
iIbo  give  the  like  advice,  respecting  all  the  brass  Ordnanance, 
and  Stores,  which  cannot  readily  be  used  for  field  Defence;  as  I 
consider  their  being  at  Albany,  till  the  Kiver  is  secured,  exposed 
to  I  Coup  de  Main,  and  a  temptation  to  the  enemy  to  come  up 
the  River;  for  I  know  of  no  object,  they  can  have,  but  to  destroy 
our  Stores,  and  collect  Tories  to  increase  their  Strength.  As  I 
am  totally  ignorant  of  the  country  at  and  about  Albany,  I  can 
give  DO  advice  about  stationing  the  troops  left  there;  this  must 
be  directed  by  you  and  the  commanding  Officer  there. 

The  two  Regiments  that  remain  above,  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  you  mention,  and  to  guard  the  Stores:  And  I  have 
no  advice  of  their  being  ordered  from  thence.  I  think  it  unsafe 
to  order  any  of  the  Iron  Ordnance  from  Albany,  till  the  River  is 
•ecnre. 

I  have  been  informed  by  A.  Q.  Master  of  Danbury,  that   the 

snail  Pox,  is  so  near  and  on  the  road,  from  thence  to  the  North 

Kfer,  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  teams  to  bring  supplies  for  the 

Armj;  particoiarly  that  a  tavern   on  the  Road,  a  little   beyond 

Fiedricksborough,  has  got  seven  persons  inoculated:  Cannot  this 

impediment  to  the  public  Service  be  removed?    What  Laws  have 

JOQ  against  inoculation  in  places  exposed  to  spread  the  infection? 

1  wiah  not  to  interfere  with  any  civil  Concerns,  but  if  the  Mischief 

i^enilting  from  that  Disorder  cannot  be  removed,  we  may  not  ex 

pect  to  get  men  or  Provisions  from  the  East.    To  remove   the 

Pdtfi  of  the  Militia  in  Case  of  a  Call  or  Alarm,  I  have  ordered 

iiociiUition  to  cease  in  the  Barracks,  and  to  have  them  cleansed 

af  tkelafeetioii  as  soon  as  possible.    The  Letters  inclosed  to  me, 

oe  letnned  lierewith. 
9 
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Should  u(K  the  best  arran^eiiieiit  be  made  without  delay,  to 
jret  our  Militia  out,  in  Cane  of  an  Alarm:  1  shall  order  my  ex- 
press for  Albany  to  itaii  on  you  f(U'  any  dispatehes  you  may  have 
for  that  (1ty.  if  the  W(*ather  is  moderate  to  morrow,  1  intend 
to  jro  to  West  Point  to  view  the  woriis.     1  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  huml)le  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Exeellenev  (ioveriior  ( Minton. 


Poujjhkeepsie  5th  A  pi.  177S. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favour(»d  with  yours  of  the  third  Instant.  I  am 
dearly  of  Ojjpinion  tliat  tliere  shoud  be  some  Foree  as  well  on 
the  Western  Frontiers  as  towards  the  I^ikes  whether  the  two 
Keginfts  left  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany  will  be  suffirient 
foi-  the  Northern  Department  [if]  this  serviee  is  taken  on  or  not  I 
am  unabi(*  to  determine  but  I  fear  not.  I  shall,  therefore,  order 
the  raising  of  thre(»  Tompanies  for  that  Serviee  one  to  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  North(*rn  «S:  the  other  two  on  the  Western  Frontiers. 
Colo,  (riaham  will  wait  upon  you  <m  his  Way  to  Wt*st  Chester 
County,  by  whose  Orders  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  directt*d 
the  raising  Six  Companies  to  lay  in  your  Front,  5  on  the  Esist  & 
one  on  the  West  Sidt*  of  the  Hivei.  iS:  1  shall  most  ehearfnlly  give 
you  any  further  aid  from  the  Militia  in  my  Power  whieh  you  may 
think  proper  to  reipiin*.  In  my  Requisition  to  Conmn-tieut  & 
Massa<hus<*tts  for  *jr>(M>  Mm  for  the  Def(»nre  of  the  Kiver  I  sub 
mitted  it  to  them  to  s«*ttle  the  proportion  each  was  to  furnish. 
A  I^^tter  from  you  backinjr  my  Kecpiisition  may  be  of  use.  The 
ir»  of  this  Month  or  socmer  if  possibh*  was  the  Time  I  fixt  for  the 
arival  of  those  Troops  &  I  suggested  the  Propriety  of  holding  a 
pniportion  of  their  most  Western  ^lilitia  in  n^adiness  to  march. 
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There  is  a  Law  to  prohibit  Innoculation  unless  under  certain 

Bentrictions  but  I  have  not  Time  to  have  it  Copied  for  you.     It 

will  §ooD  be  published  &  I  dare  say  any  Steps  you  may  think 

idriseable  to  take  in  the  Interum  will  give  no  Offence  &  Rest 

MBured  that  any  Thing  I  can  do  to  make  your  Command  Honor- 

ible  to  yourself  servicable  &  safe  to  the  Country  will  be  most 

fhearfolly  done  my  D'r  Sir, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  McDougall.] 


[No.  1251.] 
.\LAraf  OVER  THE  ENEMY^S  MOVEMENTS. 
To  Prepare  the  Turning  Out  of  the  Militia  on  Both  Banks^  of  th^ 
Hudson — Need  to  Impress  Teams. 

Head  Quarters  Fish  Kill  April  5th  1778. 

^ir,  I  received  undoubted  Intelligence,  yesterday,  that  a  Ship 

tod  two  (f allies  of  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  the  River,  and  had 

come  ap  as  far  sls  between  Talars  Point  and  Tarry  Town.    The 

objnt  of  this  small  squadron,  must  be  to  land  small  parties,  to 

Wib  the  Inhabitants  of  their  Stock,  to  reconnoitre  the  state  of 

OBr  works  on  the  River,  or  to  get  the  best  intelligence  of  our 

Condition  from  Tories.    I  have  had  no  advice  to-day  from  General 

Pirtons.      Whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  the 

Militia  should  be  in  a  State  of  Readiness  in  Case  of  an  Alarm. 

I  have  directed  Colonel  Dubois  to  draw  his  regiment  together 

ar  New  Windsor,  for  the  Militia  on  that  Side  to  collect,  to  the 

Hopport  of  General  Parsons  at  West  Point;  or  to  take  the  enemy 

n  rear,  if  they  should  attempt  to  set  down  before  the  worka.    The 

Jeneral  ba«  five  Regiments  of  continental  troops  with  him,  which 

7  this  day  will  amount  to  about  800  Rank  and  File.    The  regi- 

iOBt  belaWy  and  those  three  coming  from  Albany,  I  purpose  lo 
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keep  on  this  Side,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Stores  and  the  Country. 

I  think  the  Militia  of  Colonel  Brinkerhoof,  and  that  to  the  east 

of  this,  should  assemble  at  Fish  Kill;  there  wait  orders;  and  the 

Poughkepsle  Militia,  to  collect  there,  for  the  defence  of  the  town 

and  Gun  Boats.    I  wish  to  have  your  opinion  on  this  disposition 

before  the  enemy  appear  in  Force  on  the  river.     Inclosed  you 

have  the  Signal  of  Alarm,  which  I  shall  send  to   the  different 

Posts,  mentioned  in  it.    You  have  herewith  a  Letter  brought  here 

to-da.y,  by  a  Soldier  from  Waterbury.    The  Court  of  enquiry  fili- 

ished  last  night:    The  Business  of  it  prevented  my  going  down 

to  the  works  yesterday,  as  I  intended  to,  but  shall  go  to-morrow, 

if  nothing  extraordinary  prevents.    When  I  return  you  will  be 

informed  of  the  State  of  the  works.    I  am  Sir,   Your   humble 

Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Sir,  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
favor  of  this  date.  Accept  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  assur- 
ance you  are  pleased  to  give  me,  to  render  my  Command  honor- 
able and  servicable  to  the  Country:  As  it  is  my  ardent  wish 
to  advance  and  secure  her  best  interest. 

Having  determined  to  remove  some  of  the  public  Stores  at 
this  town;  I  have  examined  the  late  act*  of  your  Legislature, 
respecting  the  impressing  of  Forage  and  Teams;  and  find  that 
unless  we  can  obtain  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  none 
of  the  former  can  be  commanded  for  the  public  Service. 

*Thl8  was  known  as  the  act  for  regulating  Impressei  of  forage  and  carriagM,  and  fbr 
billeting  troops  within  this  state.  It  prohibited  the  impressing  of  hay,  straw,  barley, 
rye,  oats,  Indian  corn  and  buckwheat  in  this  state  by  the  commissary  or  deputy  com- 
missary of  forage,  or  by  any  forage  master  of  the  United  States.  When  fonga  waa  not 
accessible  by  purchase,  authority  waa  glTen  to  any  Justice  of  the  Paaoa  to  appoint 
'*  discreet  and  prudent  inhabitants  of  any  town,  manor,  district  or  prtetsot,"  tor  the 
purpose  of  confiscating  the  Quantity  of  forage  necessary.  CerUfleatM  mn  tm  b«  glTeB 
to  the  owBW  ot  the  forage  for  indenmlflcation.— Btatb  Histokiait. 
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The  diflScolty  of  procuring  this  article  before  the  act  passed^ 
has  mnch  embarrassed  the  Service;  and  as  there  are  but  few, 
if  any  Justices  qualified,  the  Tories  will  not  part  even  with  what 
they  can  apare;  the  Consequence  I  fear  will  be  the  disbanding 
this  little  army  for  the  want  of  provisions.  In  Case  of  invasion 
or  extraordinary  movement,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  warrants 
for  pressing  teams:  I  think  the  necessity  I  am  under  from  the 
State  of  the  Post,  to  remove  some  of  the  Stores  is  an  extraor- 
dinary movement;  if  you  should  be  of  this  opinion,  I  beg  you 
to  issae  a  warrant  to  enable  Colonel  Hughes  to  press  teams  for 
this  purpose.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me 
whether  there  is  a  Commissary  of  Prisoners  appointed  by  this 
State.  I  have  this  evening^  received  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
the  Ck>mmander  in  Chief,  on  a  Subject  of  importance;  on  which 
1  am  directed  to  take  your  and  General  Parson's  opinion.  When 
will  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  a  tend  to  this  Matter?   I  am  Sir, 

Voor  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
Goyemor  Clinton. 


[No.  1252.] 
CONWAY  AND  CLINTON  IN  HEARTY  ACCORD. 
The  Fnmtier  to  Be  Protected — The  Heavy  Cannon  at  Ticonderoga — 
Warner's  Conduct  Reprehensible. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  Apl.  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipts  of  your  Letters*  of  the 
lit  ft  2d  &  4"  of  Instant  with  their  several  Inclosures;  the  Con- 
tents of  the  former  I  immediately  communicated  to  General 
McDougal  who  I  conclude  has  wrote  you  his  sentiments  thereon. 
I  am  ■enrible  that  by  the  Removal  of  Livingston's  Regiment 
(ulen  their  Place  is  supplied  by  an  equal  Number  of  Men)  the 

107-118;  11»-115;  and  184-195. 
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Western  Frontier  will  be  'left  much  exposed.  I  have  therefor 
ordered  two  Companies  of  Militia  of  sixty  Men  each,  inclu^ 
non  Commissioned  OflBcers  to  be  raised  in  Tryon  County  &coi 
tinue  in  service  for  one  year  for  the  Defence  of  the  Westei 
Frontier  &  if  two  or  three  Companies  of  Continental  Troops  ui 
der  active  Officers  were  to  join  these  I  am  of  opinion  it  woa! 
give  great  Safety  to  that  Quarter  unless  the  Indians  shood  Coi 
mence  Hostilities,  in  which  case  it  woud  require  a  much  lar^ 
Force.  I  have  also  ordered  another  Company  of  seventy  M< 
to  be  raised  in  Charlotte  County  for  the  Protection  of  the  1 
habitants  of  that  County.  I  am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  the  Br 
ish  Prisoners  at  and  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany  ought 
be  removed  to  on<,*  of  the  Eiistern  States  as  I  am  sensible  th 
have  d(me  much  Mischief  where  they  now  are.  As  comniandii 
Officer  in  Albany  it  lies  with  you  to  have  it  done.  I  can  od 
advise  as  Governor.  I  have  no  Right  to  interfere,  and,  as  a  Ci 
tinental  Officer,  you  are  my  sui)erior.  Comm'rs  for  detect'g 
Defeating  < Conspiracies  are  appointed  in  Albany  whose  Bu8in< 
it  will  be  to  take  Charge  &  disjKis*^  of  the  State  Prisoners  n 
c<»nfined  in  the  (Joal  there. 

I  am  unhappy  to  tind  that  there  has  been  such  Delay  in  { 
ting  the  heavy  rannon  from  Ticonderoga;  the  Number  C< 
Oansevoort  mentions  may  I  think  be  allowt*d  in  the  Lighter  1^< 
for  Fort  Srliuyler  but  to  take  the  heavy  ones  now  storkiMl  J 
ready  for  Srrvict*  would  1m*  to  h»avr  the  Hiver  without  the  n 
niMTssary  Obstnirti<»ns  to  the  att(»mpts  of  the  Enemy. 

it  is  not  probabh'  that  the  Enemy  will  form  any  Expedi 
ag't  Fi»it  Schuyler  early  in  t\w  St^ison.  but  if  they  make  any 
teni[»t  u[»  the  Hiver  there  aiv  many  obvious  Reasons  to  inci 
them  to  do  it  simiu:  the  (larrisou  at  that  Post,  as  it  is  an  Im 


PrBLic  I*APKRS  OF  (Jkok<;k  Clinton.  li.* 

tant  one,  ought  to  be  compleat  &  well  provided;  &  it  is  at  least 
probable  the  heavy  Pieces  yet  behind  may  be  brought  on  &  fixed 
Time  enough  for  Fort  Schuyler,  for  the  River  they  cannot. 

I  discovered  my  Mistake  respect*g  Nixon's  Brigade;  soon  after 
I  wrote  you  I  found  that  it  was  Nixon's  Regiment  and  that  they 
were  already  to  the  Southward  near  Horseneck. 

Colo.  Warner's  Conduct  as  mentioned  by  you,  a«  well  in  Re- 
8pHt  to  arms  for  his  Regiment  as  his  Drafts  for  Provisions  is 
verv  reprehensible  and  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  arms 
niuHt  have  been  sold  and  embezzled  and  double  Rations,  were 
thev  allowed,  could  not  be  consumed  by  the  Men.  It  will  not 
answer  to  continue  that  or  indeed  any  other  of  our  Regiments 
in  the  Neighbourhood  they  were  raised;  it  would  destroy  the 
lH*st  Troo|»8  under  our  best  Officers  &  this  Regiment  it  will  reh- 
<itT  worw*  than  none  at  all.  If  Troops  are  necet^sjiry  in  that 
Quarter  as  I  sup]>ose  they  aiv  it  will  be  In^st  to  replace  this 
R<'j,nut.  by  another. 

I  shall  be  happy  on  your  Receipt  of  ordere  which  will  i)lace 

von  in  this  Quarter  tho  at  prc^sent  I  am  persuaded  your  Presence 

in  .Albany  will  be  of  most  infinite  service.     I  have  the  Honor  to 

l>e  Your  most  obed.  ser. 

[G.  C] 
[To  (Jen.  Conway.] 


[No.  125^.] 
Three  Notorious  Felons  Recaptured. 

Blooming  OiM)ve  (Jth  April  1778. 
May  it  Please  Your  Excellency.  I  Received  the  (^ivil  Commis- 
wons  for  thi8<V)unty  last  thnrsdjiy  Evening  but  have  b(*en  unable 
to  do  any  thing  towaitls  qualifying  the  Majt^trates  iS:c.  for  war 
of  the  Act  mentioned  in  the  Dedimus  Pot<^tatem.     I  went 
Qotheii  jeaterdaj  exj)ecting  to  g<»t  it  there  as  Co\.  ^\iiQ\\  \o 


136  Public  Papers  of  Georob  Ownton. 

mo  he  thought  it  would  be  sent  down  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  on 
Saturday  last,  but  as  he  had  not  Returned  I  despatched  the 
Bearrer  for  it  and  would  be  giad  the  act*  for  Regulating  Elec- 
tions could  Also  be  sent. 

Inclosed  your  Excellency  has  the  Examinationf  of  three  Per- 
sons brought  to  Qoshen  and  confined  in  Goal  yesterday;  they 
were  taken  by  some  of  the  Faithful  Inhabitants  of  this  County 
below  the  Mountains  on  f'riday  last  on  their  way  to  New  York — 
there  was  four  of  them  in  Company  at  the  Time  they  were  taken; 
but  Peter  Dolson  who  had  been  confined  in  Goal  Some  time  ago 
for  Stealing  Publick  Stores  and  Private  Property  was  killed  by 
the  Persons  who  took  them,  Daniel  Field,  one  of  those  now  in 
Goal  was  concerned  in  the  Felony  and  confined  with  him — they 
were  let  out  of  Goal  on  Saturday  Night  of  the  29th  Ultimo  by 
Matthew  Dolson  (of  Susqueanna)  Matthew  Dolson  (of  this 
County)  Benony  Drake,  William  Finton  and  Anthony  Clark  in 
the  manner  mentioned  in  their  Examinations. 

And  as  they  are  a  Set  of  notorious  villains  I  leave  it  with  your 
Excellency  to  Judge  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  have  them 
tried  immediately.  If  they  come  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  a 
Court  Martial  it  may  be  shortly  determined — but  if  they  are  to  be 
kept  any  considerable  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  guard  the  Goal 
or  in  all  Probability  they  will  be  let  out  again. 

They  deny  that  they  know  any  thing  about  the  other  Prisoners 

but  suppose  they  are  gone  to  the  Enemy  with  Finton  and  Drake; 

an  officer  was  sent  for  Clark  last  night  and  I  suppose  he  is  now 

in  Custody.     I  am  Your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very 

Humble  Servant 

Thomas  Moffat. 
Governor  Clinton. 

•The  act  to  resnlate  elections  within  thlt  state,  waa  paaaed  27th  Mar^,  Itn^ 

tNot  found. 
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[No.  .1254.] 

Coxsaehie  Ewempis  Organize  a  Company  of  Militia. 

To  bis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York  &c. 

The  petition  of  the  several  persons  whose  names  are  hereunto 
Bobscribed  and  who  have  held  either  civil  or  military  Commis- 
sions or  are  between  the  ages  of  fifty  and  fifty  five  years  and 
resident  within  Cocksakie  District  in  the  County  of  Albany: 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  regulating  the 
Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  your  petitioners  have  entred 
into  an  association  and  chosen  our  officers  to  command  us  as 
appears  in  a  paper  hereunto  annexed. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  Commissions  to  such  our  officers  and  your  pe- 
titioners as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 
Francis  Salisbury  Pieter  Connyne 

John  Dubois  the  mark  of 

John  Bause  Henry  X  Hendricksen 

John  Orr  Martin  Van  Ber  Gan 

Barent  Ebbertsen  Thunis  Van  Vechten  Jun'r 

Benj'n  X  Essex  Thomas  Mesick 

his  mark  James  Armitage 

Henry  Wabber  Jarob  Van  Loon 

Nicholas  Van  Woert  Petrus  Eghbertson 

Petter  Van  Lone  the  mark  of 

Isach  Dubois  Jacob  X  Hallenbeck 

Wm.  Teller  Jun'r  Huybartus  Dubois 

John  Bronck  Gerardus  Nuwkerk 

the  mark  of  Anderess  Agler 

Isaac  li  Teetshom 


VV^  VVBLU:    rAl-EK8   IIF   liEdllGE   lYlXTOX. 

W'e  the  hereunder  SobscRibers  being  persons  who  ha^e  birld 
either  eini  or  niilitar>'  romniissions  or  are  between  the  mpe%  of 
fifty  and  fifty  five  years  and  residing  within  Cocksackie  Dustiict 
in  the  County  of  Albany  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  act  of  this 
State  entitled  an  ait  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  the  s^tate  of 
New  York  do  hert4)y  associate  ourselves  and  do  also  seventlly 
agree  that  we  will  on  all  ix-casions  obey  the  orders  of  oar  ne«pec- 
tive  Commanding  officers:  and  will  in  cases  of  Invasion  or  In- 
cursions of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrections,  march  to  rvpel  the 
Enemy,  ur  sup|iress  surh  Insurrection  in  the  like  manner  as  Th*=- 
••nnilU-d  Militia  are  t*om|ielle«l  to  do:  so  as  that  we  shaSI  n«>t 
wlifD  i-alleii  out  in  iVtachm^nts  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regi- 
m*'nt  <»r  r*oiii|iiiny.  «»r  l»e  under  the  immediate  Command  of  any 
(»(her  than  our  own  of!i<-t*rs.  And  we  have  also  this  day  rhf^sen. 
.Iaiii»^s  Ikirker  f«»r  mir  <*aptaiu  Abraham  Salisbury  Uh-  oar  lir>i 
Li»  n:»-iuint.  IN-tnis  Vau^fff-  fur  our  se«-«»nd  Lieutenant  A  Rt^b^Tt 
r;ut»rs«»ii  ftir  i»iir  Eusijrii.  In  witness  whereof  we  hav«*  h^r»- 
imti*  >»t  Mfir  j--wT;il  Hands  tht-  Sixth  iHiy  of  April  •>iie  llniQ^isind 
s»\.u  hundr>il  aiiil  >  \»-nrv  nint-.* 


•la>    l>arkrr 

'lohu  Bn.tnrk 

ANraham  S^ilisburji 

the  mark  of 

t!..   iL.ark  .»f 

l>iia«   \  T*^rsh-»m 

r.  :r  >  \  \  .u..  -••• 

|'i»-T.-r  I'itnnyn^ 

K..*'    r.r-.r^r 

•h-  mark  of 

Ft -•   ;.  Sa:  vS-:ry 

H«  :i:>    H»-i3drt';k*iL-n 

J-    •    l»:^^.. 

M.ir-  n  Van  Bf-r  «;jitt 

.1.     !    K,.:>. 

T:.  .1.   -   V;t!i    Vr-  L-*-!:  Juli'r 

J  .    :    1  »— 

T:     :.t>  M.->:.k 

1^-   ■■     K:  >   ■-.- 

-'.-.:■  -^  .\rii."Jti:" 

•  '■  •  ^  •  -.    -  ■  ■    ,  .     . ,  ■ 

-   1  -      •    ::■•    mA'L#«~rr*     it-:    i»    *t^    »!»*-«•    -.ipf 
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nij*ii  X  Essex  Jacob  Van  Loon 

his  mark  Petrus  Eghbertson 

enrj  Wabber  the  mark  of 

Icholas  Van  Woert  Jacob  X  Hallenbeck 

?tter  Van  Lone  Huybartus  Dubois 

ach  Dubois  Oerardus  Nuwkerk 

'm.  Teller  Jun'r  Andress  Agler 


[No.  1255.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  WITHOUT  A   CLERK. 

fis  ^Subordinates  all  Take  a   Vacation   upon  the  Adjournment   of 
the  Legislature — The  Law  Relating  to  Impressments. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the  5th  Instant, 
conclude  the  present  Business  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  up  the 
iiver  is  to  amuse  us  by  making  Alarms  of  that  kind  familiar  & 
a  Course  disregarded  as  well  as  to  plunder  &  Gain  Intelligence. 
This  was  the  Case  last  year  and  I  hope  we  have  sufficiently 
learned  the  Moral  that  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  Fable  of  the 
fibepard  &  the  Wolf  and  that  we  wont  be  found  Remiss  a  Second 
Hme. 

1  like  the  Dispositions  you  have  made  very  well  and  inclosed 
yoQ  have  my  Orders  to  the  Militia  agreable  thereto  one  Copy 
▼hereof  you  will  deliver  to  Colo.  Brinckerhoof,  your  Landlord, 
▼bo  as  eldest  Coloniel  is  to  transmit  Copies  immediately  to  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  other  Regts.  on  the  East  of  the 
•  Hiver.  The  other  Copy  Please  to  send  to  my  Brother  Genl.  Clin- 
ton, who  will  make  &  transmit  Copies  to  the  different  Regiments 
^  the  West  Side  of  the  River,  as  at  present  I  am  without  a 
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Single  Clerk  or  Express,  all  Hands  are  taking  a  little  Belaxatioi 
on  the  breaking  up  of  the  Legislature  which  they  much  need. 

With  Respect  to  Impresses,  on  the  present  Occassion,  by  per- 
using the  Act  with  a  little  Attention,  you  will  find  every  Diffi- 
culty removed,  for  if  it  is  such  an  Imergency  as  woud  warrant  me 
to  cause  Impresses  to  be  made  &  I  think  it  is;  you  are  in  tbit 
law  vested  with  the  same  Power  as  a  Genl.  Officer  in  active  Ser- 
vice in  the  State  that  I  have  &  I  trust  you  will  execute  it  when 
warranted  by  Law. 

If  I  can  possibly  break  out  I  will  wait  upon  you  Tomorrow  or 

next  Day  at  Fishkill.    I  am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

(}eo.  Clinton. 
Genl.  McDougal. 


[No.  1256.] 

Receipt  for  Payment  of  Hay  and  Orain. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

To  Moses  Smith  Dr. 
1778. 

To  71  hundred  of  Hay  at  sundry  times  10/  £36— ll-^J 

20  Bushels  of  Grain  10/  10—  O-O 

To  Cash  paid  Postage  of  4  Letters  5^1 


£4f^l5-l 


rtMi^hkr(*psie  April  fitli  1778. 

KecM  the  abovi*  (.k)ntents. 
£1.")— l.V- 1 

Moses  Smith. 
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[No.  1257.] 
Govemor  CUnUm  Declines  to  Appoint  a  Commissary  and  Oives  his 

Reasons.^ 

,  Haverstraw  April  6th  1778. 
Sir,  One  of  the  Enemy's  Ships  of  War,  and  two  Eow  Qallies 
are  now  up  the  Biver  as  far  as  Tallow's  Point,  and  I  have  ordered 
out  part  of  the  militia  who  are  without  Provisions  and  we  know 
not  where  to  get  it  for  them,  I  most  therefore  beg  jour  Excel- 
lency will  appoint  a  Ck>mmis8ary  and  order  down  by  the  Bearer 
a  Sam  of  money  to  purchase  Provisions,  I  would  recommend  Mr. 
Thomas  Cregenr  a  refugee  from  New  York. 

I  received  Mr.  Hatfield's  Letter  last  Night  directing  me  to 
make  a  Beturn  of  my  Begiment,  which  I  shall  do  without  delay. 
1  am  Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Serv't 

A.  Hawkes  Hay. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  6th  April  1778. 
Sir,  1  cant  think  of  appointing  a  Commissary  for  every  Detach- 
ment of  Militia  that  may  be  drawn  out  on  the  coming  up  of  a 
Ship  &  a  Galley  or  two.  They  must  either  bring  out  their  own 
Provigsions  or  submit  to  the  Trouble  of  drawing  their  Provis- 
Bion  at  the  next  Post.  And  for  this  Purpose  make  regular 
Ketorns.  You  can  readilly  see  the  great  Expence  &  trouble  that 
^ood  accrue  from  the  other  Mode  of  supplying  them.     I  am  your 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
ITo  Col.  A,  Hawkes  Hay.] 
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[No.  1258.] 
Oeneral  Conway  Sends  the  Warning  Cry  from  Cherry  Valley  to 

Governor  Clinton. 

Albany  6th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  petition 
from  the  Committee  of  Cherry  Valley*  together  with  the  intel- 
ligence given  by  the  man  who  Brought  the  petition.  I  add  a 
Copy  of  the  Certificate  given  to  Doctor  Hayes  the  British  sur- 
geon who  is  applying  to  goe  to  New  Yorck  with  the  invalides  it 
is  exceedingly  urgent  and  important  to  remove  the  prisonners  of 
war  from  this  place.  I  will  repair  to  General  MacDoughal  as 
soon  as  I  have  seen  the  troops  order'd  from  this  quarter  on  their 
way.  I  am  with  respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Ser- 
vant 

Th's  Conway. 
LTo  G.  C] 


[No.  1259.] 

Commissary  Cregier^s  Account  for  Provisions  Furnished  to  Captain 

Johnston's  Rangers. 

An  account  of  Provisions  Deliver'd  Capt.  Robert  Johnaton  for 
the  use  of  bis  Company  of  rangers  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
York  with  Sundry  Expences  Arrising  in  furnishing  the  Said 
Company  Commencing  October  ye  18th  1777  and  Ending  April 
7th  1778  Deliverd  P;*  Thomas  Cregier  P.  Commissary. 
To  5302  i>ound«  of  Heef  at  7d  pence  Pr  Pound  £154 — 12 — 10 
To  2111  Pounds  of  Fresh  Pork  at  Is  pr  Pound  105—11 —  0 

To  2G2i  pounds  of  Veal  at  9d  pr  Pound  9—10—10 

To  198i  Pounds  of  mutton  at  9d  iK^nce  pr  pound  7 —  8 — 10 

To  1929  pounds  of  Flower  at  32/   pr  hundred  30— 1&—  0 

To  51  liushell  of  wheat  at  12/  lOd  pr  Bushell  32—14—  6 


Public  Papeks  of  Okouob  ClivfOx.  14:5 

To  Salt  at  Sundry  times  £7 — !(► —  i) 

To  Seven  Busshell  of  potatoes  1 — 15 —  0 
To  tl»b  for  Eight  men  on  guard  at  the  North  River 

Side        —  3— 
To  15  Ix>adH  of  fire  wood  from  Mr.  Talhnan  for  your 

guard  house  3 — 15 —  0 
To  a  Slay  and  two  horses  Sent  to  New  Windsor  for 

Liquer  and  &c.  4 — 16 —  0 
To  5i  Days  Drawing  fire  wood  to  the  guard  houses 

at  2  Dollars  pr  Day  4 —  8—0 
To  Serjants  Expences  going  to  New  Windsor  four 

days  for  Liquer  1 — 18 —  0 

To  3  Sleds  bringing  Provisions  from  Totoway  2 —  8 —  0 

To  3  Days  horse  hire  to  go  to  New  Windsor  1 —  4 —  0 
To  Expences  in  going  to  Kings  ferry  Laid  out  by 

Garney  Serjt.  for  salt        — 15 —  0 
To  6  Dinners  for  Six  men  guarding  Provisions  from 

Totoday        —13— 
To  a  Sled  bringing  Provisions  from  Werames  one 

day        —16— 
To  a  half  Day  sled  hire  Bringing  Provisions  —  8^ — 

To  Capt.  Johnston's  Expences  and  Sled  hire  going 

to  New  Windsor  for  powder  3 — 12 —  0 


£375—  0—  0 
Robert  Johnston  Capt. 

To  five  Months  and  Twenty  Days  Pay  in  Purchasing 

at  40  Dollars  ju*  month     02 


£467—  0—  0 
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[No.  1260.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  REPORTS  TO  MR  LAURENS. 

He  Discusses  the  Yerfnont  Case — Suggests  that  the  Federal  Causf 
Will  Suffer  hy  New  York's  Protecting  Her  Own  Interests. 

Poughkeepaingli  7"  AprU  1778. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  24"  Ulto.  covering  two 
K<.'Solutions  of  Congress  one  of  the  16"*  &  the  other  of  the  2Ut 
Marchf  last  have  been  deliverd  to  me.  Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  as- 
sure Congress  of  my  attention  to  those  as  well  as  every  other  of 
I  heir  acts. 

The  Laws  lately  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  are 
now  in  the  Press  and  Copies  of  such  of  them  (when  pnblished) 
ah  wen.'  made  in  Pursuance  of  l^commendation  of  Congress  shall 
be  transmit  led  to  you  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Fr(»ni  the  enclosed  Coi)y  of  a  Proclamation  issued  in  Compli- 
ant;*' with  the  joint  Resolutions  of  l)oth  Hranehes  of  the  Legis- 
latiin-  your  KxcelTy  will  perceive  the  Disposition  of  this  State 
towards  its  revolted  Citizens.  A  l^w  has  likewise  been  passed 
remitting  to  them  all  Pains  <S:  Penalties  incurred  by  their  former 


'It.*:  resoiuMoD  adopted  hj  Congress  ou  the  16t.h  of  March,  requested  the  GoTcnion 
k!.-::  eri'.-«:d>.:it8  of  the  states,  to  trai.smit  to  Coccrces  as  soon  as  poaslhle.  attested 
".].•-  of  iLl-  acts  [-:isBed  by  tbcir  rr?po.Mi\e  legislatures.  In  pursoance  of  rccommsnda- 

t:«  i.»  "f  <,\  Egress. 

"I: >     D-.itihi  •■■•!r.i]  .4i,.i  xf  .1,1  tr.i  iriMi;-.  u  iiK-h  ii.>\«  .in-,  "r  i>ha11  tie  I'olltH'tA*!!  and  ftisll«>Brd 

II.  •  ■  '  .:•  ?N  Y-  rk  a:  1 '.-i  :' .  w  !i.^  .  i.  ^rti.i n. -!•  :■  i-tn-t-iit.  t>*- \«-titl  In  nm- fri'Dfral-tifltivr:  Utal 
tfi)>  -'*.  <r  !..■«•-  ti'  !..ir,.-'-  j!!  I*.,  f  'xt-.  i>-»to  .ii:i  ;.!«»>  (ii*  run.  .hkI  aiiiiioritr  to  erect  ami  niske 
•I.  •  '  -Ml  .»!,^it.  .»-.  :.'  «.i:.  1!..  ;.«*...  ■  .f  .■  »  ■  1  !.;.'n  ;iiil  Mi*? -•«  inTaNiflli.'ers  theTP,  i-Jiall  jadjW" 
ii<  • --.t^^  fur  -ft  .ir.;.«  !!■•  «..ti:.'<  .iii  1  i.<  •  \i  >;:•  .til  :im'  |->M.ri>  \^ltr\\  ttlvcn  t\j  Contp-vak  and  I  be 
\-':%t\     r  .%  ir  r.-:  i;,.  .■  «■>  Tr...   |, 'i-n-,   .i*  tl..-  \  -r:  .■!;■%  t  r 

i:.  I-.:  -^  •  i.:iM->  )-  rf  ::;.-■..-. 1  t.>  .«..'..:  :•  :!.-■  >.<--1  .•  M  :  .■:  .•:^..-t-r  all  the  al<1  In  liU  |N.t»er.  to 
•■r.   .■  ■  .    »:.;  :'-.m..>i_  ■;;. ■■:■■•  :,ri  .iTi-ti'.  .ii.  :  .■!'-:r..- m   ti- .*f.Ti -hi  j 

■    r  :■  .  !r.   :—.•■•     »  .!•  J.  :. '.   "•    N  ■:::....*•-.  "!..    -.i.      ^'i  iifrji]-<>m^-«-r.  nr.  lu  i-a*e nf  M» 

r -■   ».:..--   •:•      'T.  .r  i,.  \ :  .  .       ■■  ■    i:,i!.  r.  t'l    !.«;riii  .i  <•..«,-.!•*«. -ril«ed.  be  dtrecttol  forth - 
»»   ■  •  -•»  :    ^■.  r :  .  r    i'  •    •■  .■  .-t  :.i:.  :>    •.  "'ht   ir.'-,  •  T)..  r- In  .i»  ti.- -h.iJI  ilwiii  r\|ieidJ«'nl 

.■•         -  •••    *     k-  •*  ^  '  u  ,"   '  \\-  '.  \-  '■  ■'.   ■-.«-:    -f  :ii.   . .  ii:lii.-iit«il  in«>|Mi  now  at  Mtiap* 

..;•.'•  r--.  ■  ■  »     •  t        ■  •    .-   :'ii  vt   •  .•■  ■.■  r.'.  .ili  -it  I»  ht-n-by  aolhi'«rlte<l  loa^ 

•    ■  r-  ■     ■•■.!•       :  N    >    's  -  .       •   .;■<■-    ■•...:•     iii.iit  .ti  )f'  "hull  JuiliTe  Dtx'rf^ary. 

."■..■  I*  ■  -'     .•  ;^     '■     ••-■       :  .1-  1       ••.i.-.->  t '*•:•-.  until  1  he  nh»irui'll*>u«  ai  thr 

■-'■..  !...-■  .   r    .■,    y    «  .  I  ;.  i.    »".    .j.t    ..p  .ij    AIL«aay   by   ihat   loto 

:  *■-.-■        .  .:.,■.:.'■-■;.       -  l.i...  hi.;  ..q  thi-  N\«rlta-Rtvt'r.  the 

•  •  •  .      ~    ■•■..■.     ■'  •  r  ;     .  :  -  i>     ■  .  ...  ,ri    ■♦•.   ■  .—  .%'..  :  n.^  n  f.if  ftBi-h  Itme  aB«l  on  toeh 


an  warrantable  Proceedings  a  Copy  shall  also  be  shortly  for- 
warded to  your  ExcelPy. 

Tbere  was  Reason  to   presnme   that   Measures   so   strongly 

marked  with  Justice,  Humanity  and  Conciliation  would  have  been 

t.flfectual  and  if  Justice  only  had  been  the  Object  of  these  People 

they  doubtless  wo'd  haye  been.    But  I  am  well  informed  that  their 

attemps  to  seperate  from  this  State  continue  unremitted  and 

that  they  haye  proceeded  to  the  Election  and  appointment  of 

Magistrates  &  other  Officers.    As  there  are  so  many  of  them  who 

adhere  steadfastly  to  this  State  and  daily  demand  its  Protection 

1  fear  the  Duties  of  my  Office  will  shortly  constrain  me  to  adopt 

loch  Measures  for  their  Belief  and  for  maintaining   the   just 

Jorisdiction  of  this  State  in  that  Quarter  as  will  deprive  the 

United  States  of  Part  of  the  aids  they  expect  from  us  against 

the  Common  E^nemy.    I  extremely  regret  the  Necessity  of  being 

driven  to  these  Extremities  especially  considering  the  Influence 

which  at  this  Critical  Season  they  may  have  on   the  Common 

Caoae.    It  affords  me  however  some  Consolation  to  reflect  that 

all  Demands  on  this  State  for  Justice  are  now  fully  satisfied  and 

that  every  evil  Consequence  must  be  imputed  to  those  by  whose 

liniuster  arts  Connivance  or  Encouragement   the   Delusion    of 

those  People  is  fostered  and  promoted. 

The  Besolutions  of  Congress  disavowing  the  Facts  stated  in 

a  Publication  of  Doct'r  Young  have  had  less  Effect  than  was 

expected.  They  were  explained  away  and  ill  use  has  been  made  of 

their  ocmtaining  no  express    Disapprobation    of   the    intended 

Seperation  or  Becommendation  to  relinquish  that  Design.    The 

Pobtieatioii  by  order  of  Congress  at  York  Town  of  Copies  or 

Extracts  of  certain  Letters  dated  at  the  State  of  Vermont  con- 

tiiniiig  Hatters  of  Intelligence  have  also  given  Occasion  to  In- 
10 
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ferencos  in  their  Favor.  In  short,  Sir,  nothing  lefN»  than  an 
explicit  and  unequivocal  Declaration  of  the  Sense  of  Congress 
on  this  Subject  will  remove  an  Opinion  which  these  People  uni- 
versally entertain  and  have  been  taught  to  believe  well  founded 
to  wit:  That  their  Proceedings  are  by  no  means  disagreable  to 
Congress  altho  prudential  Reasons  may  prevent  an  Interposi- 
tion in  Favor  of  their  Measures.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

[G.  C] 
His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens  Esqr.  Presid't  of  Congress 


[No.  1261.] 

THE  SITTTATIQN  BY  NO  MEANS  KOSY. 

McDou(j(Ul  Discourages  the  PropositUrn  to  Introduce  Spies  at  West 

Point — Putnam^s  Carelessness — He  Asks  Clinton  to  a  Conference, 
Head  Quarters  Fish  Kill  7th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  three  Letters  of  yours  of  yester- 
day. The  Orders  for  the  Militia  are  put  in  the  Train  you 
directed.  Copies  of  those  for  the  Colonels  who  are  to  assemble 
here,  have  been  made  out,  &  Letters  covering  them,  that  my 
Landlord  might  not  retard  them  from  a  Disinclination  to  write, 
1  have  caused  Enquiry  to  be  made  for  the  Commissary  of  Pris- 
oners, for  General  Putnam  has  given  me  no  minutes  or  Returns 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Department.  Whenever  the  former  is 
found,  and  1  can  furnish  him  with  a  Guard,  your  desire  respect- 
ing the  Removal  of  the  Ensign  will  be  accomplished.  The  State 
of  the  works  will  not  admit  of  trying  the  Spies  at  West  Point; 
1  shall  therefore  be  obliged  to  defer  it  till  the  Regiments  from 
above  arrive.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Dubois  to  send  you  the 
Captain  and  men  you  wrote  for,  without  Loss  of  Time.  The 
Delay  of  raising  the  I^evies  to  All  the  army  has  involved  os  in 
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numberless  Difficulties;  and  I  fear  will  be  productive  of  mis- 
fortunes fatal  to  our  Country.  I  have  been  prevented  from  golu*^ 
it:  West-point  to-day.  The  Business  on  which  his  Exetllenoy 
wants  our  Opinion,  would  be  best  determined  by  our  being  to- 
other; and  as  soon  as  possible.  But  I  fear  the  Machinations  of 
the  Tories,  will  prevent  your  attendance  to  a  joint  Consultation 
on  that  Subject.  The  State  of  these  posts  requires  I  should  go 
to  West-point,  to-morrow,  which  I  intend  if  something  of  the 
greatest  moment  does  not  prevent.  If  you  could  go  down,  it 
would  enable  us  to  determine  the  Question  desired  by  the  Com- 
mander in  chief.  I  will  wait  for  you  till  nine  in  the  morning. 
The  Militia  are  applying  to  me  for  ammunition.  I  am  not  clear 
whether  1  am  properly  authorised  to  issue  it  to  them.  Besides 
they  are  so  careless  with  it,  that  they  will  waste  it;  almost  as 
fast  as  I  can  get  it  made  up.  Has  the  State  provided  none  for 
them.    The  Bearer  must  wait  your  answer.    I  am  Dear  Sir  Your 

very  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  MoDougall. 

P.  8.     General  Parsons  writes  so  very  pressing  for  me  since  I 

finished  the  above,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  this  very  early. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  7th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  equal  Date.     If 

I  [lOSHibly  can  I  will  wait  ^on  you  Tomorrow  at  Fishkill  by 

nine  o'Clock,  tho  It  is  more  than  likely  I  may  be  prevented,  in 

which  Case  I  shall  be  at  Fishkill  early  next  morning  &  if  the 

Wind  be  Northerly  Genl.  Parsons  may  be  safely  spared  to  meet 

me  then.    I  am  Yours  sincerely, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[Td  G^i.  MeDougall.] 
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[No.  1282.] 
The  Cornwall  Committee  VoudM  far  Mr.  Bt  Johm. 

Orange  Oomity  April  flie  7tli  1778L 
May  it  Pleas  your  Excelen(*y,  Mr.  St  John  has  Inf onned  tk 
Committee  of  Corn  well  Precinct  that  he  had  aplyed  to  your  Ex- 
celency  for  Leaye  to  go  to  Enrope  and  that  yonr  Bxcelency  woiU 
willingly  know  the  minds  of  the  Committee  who  ware  his  Neigh- 
bours. These  may  Certify  that  many  of  ns  haTe  knone  of  Mr.  8t 
John's  talking  and  Prepareing  to  go  to  Europe  before  tUs  Diir 
tnrbence  by  England  begnn  and  that  we  are  apprehendve  of  lo 
Danger  to  the  State  if  yonr  Excdency  Sees  fit  to  Permit  Mr.  8L 
John  to  go  to  New  York  for  a  Pasage  to  Europe.  We  are  Br 
with  Respect  Tonr  most  Obedient  Servnts 

By  order  Elihn  Marvin,  Chairmas. 
To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1263.] 
Parole  of  Lieutenant  Benfn  P.  Orifflth  of  De  Lamcefs  Omrfk 
I  Lieut.  Benjamin  Griffith  do  pledge  my  faith  and  word  of 
Honor  to  Major  General  Putnam,  that  I  will  depart  from  henee^ 
and  remain  in  Company  with  Capt.  Seymon,  untill  delivered  to 
another  officer,  with  whom  I  will  continue,  and  not  leave  bin 
or  his  party  on  any  pretence  untill  I  arrive  at  Poughkeepsle 
where  I  will  wait  on,  &  resign  myself  up  to  his  Excellency  GoT€^ 
nor  Clinton. 

(liven  under  my  Hand  at  Hartford  this  Eighth  day  of  April  1778. 
Bc^nj*n  P.  Griffith  Lt.  2d  Batt'n  De  Lancy. 


[No.  1264.] 
Qovernor  Clinton  Sende  a  GosHpy  Letter  to  Fmcie  LemU. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  ApL  177a 
Sir,  I  am  ohligi'd  to  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  20tfa  Ulto. 
lA^gislature  of  this  State  sensible  of  the  DiaadTaBtiflea  the  Cta* 
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inent  labours  under  for  want  of  a  more  ample  Representation 
n  Congress  and  of  the  great  Fatigue  their  Delegates  have  sus- 
tained by  their  close  Confinement  to  Business,  have  appointed 
Grenl.  Schuyler  as  an  additional  Member  and  I  exx)ect  as  he  has 
been  notified  of  his  appointment  he  will  soon  take  his  seat  with 
you. 

The  Legislature  having  passed  many  Laws  during  the  Course 
of  a  long  Session  adjourned  on  Saturday  last. 

The  works  for  the  Defence  of  the  River  at  West  Point  are  now 

carried  on  with  Spirit.    I  have  large  Detachments  of  Militia  daily 

employed  in  this  Service  who  with  the  Continental  Troops  exert 

themselves  on  this  Occasion  from  which  I  have  Reason  to  pre- 

Bome  that  were  we  well  provided  with  Cannon  we  should  soon 

be  in  a  tolerable  State  of  Defence  there.    Very  few  of  those  left 

by  the  Enemy  at  Ticonderago  have  yet  arrived  at  Albany  nor 

can  they  now  be  brought  forward  stocked  &  mounted  fit  for 

Service  before  the  first  or  middle  of  June  which  will  be  too  late 

for  our  use.    What  has  occasioned  this  intolerable  Delay  I  am 

unable  to  determine.    I  am  Sir  Your  most  obed.  serv. 

[G.  C] 
Poghkeepsingh  April  8th  1778. 

Mr  Francis  Lewi& 


[No.  1265.] 

SITUATION  IN  SCHOHARIE  CRITICAL. 

Comoatf  Notifies  Oovemor  Clinton  that  the  British  arid  Hessian 
Prisoners  Have  Been  Sent  off  to  Hartford. 

Albany  8th  April  1778. 

Sir,  I  Just  now  received  your  excellency's  favour  of  the  6th 

Inst    I  expect  Livingston's  Regiment  to-morrow,  and  will  im- 

■lediatdly  send  it  Down  with  a  party  of  Vanschoyk's  \.\i\^  I>^^ 
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arrived  from  Saratoga.  I  receive  repeated  petitions  from  the  in- 
habitants on  the  Mohawk  river.  Their  situation  is  allarming.  1 
have  shew'd  part  of  your  Letter  just  now  to  two  members  sent 
me  from  the  Committee  of  Schoary ;  they  persist  in  Believing  that 
at  Least  some  small  party  of  continental  troops  should  be  with- 
out Delay  Stationn'd  at  Harperfleld  and  Schoary-Kill,  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  prevent  them  from  moving,  and  to 
give  time  for  Collecting  the  militia  that  is  order'd  to  be  raised. 
Capt.  Alexander  Harper  from  Harper's  field  proposes  to  raise  a 
Company  of  rangers,  and  shew'd  me  the  names  of.  a  good  many 
who  have  already  subscrib'd  to  serve  under  him;  he  only  wants 
a  warrant  and  proper  orders;  if  your  excellency  approves  of  the 
measure,  I  think  that  the  sooner  the  warrant  Could  be  sent  from 
the  state  to  Capt.  Harper,  the  Better. 

As  soon  as  I  have  Dispatched  Levingston's  and  the  remainder 
of  Vanschoyk's,  I  mean  to  goe  to  Bennington  to  see  if  1  can  do 
any  thing  with  that  inconcevable  Regt.  of  Warner's.  I  will 
Strive  to  move  them  to  Saratoga,  and  employ  them  in  saving 
at  Iveast  what  Cannons  were  Left  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  fort 
Anne.  I  would  propose  to  send  also  a  party  of  forty  men  from 
this  place  to  Harperfleld. 

1  this  Day  sent  off  to  Hartford  the  British  Hessians  and  Cana- 
dian prisonnors  in  this  place.  Major  Stevens  has  ten  Cannons 
readdy  to  send  Down  whenever  you  order. 

1  must  Btrive  all  moans  to  have  horses  for  transporting  the 
militiuy  stores  in  this  place  in  case  of  accident,  Your  answer 
and  ailvire  niM>n  tli<*se  niatt(u*s  1  will  be  very  happy  to  receive. 
1  iiin  with  ns[»«rt  Sir  Your  Kxc»*llenrv's  Most  obedient  Servant. 

Th's  Conway. 

I  To  <'iov.  (irnr^r  <'linton.] 
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[No.  1266.] 

tmor  Clinton  Reports  to  Gates  of  the  Progress  of  the  Works  at 

West  Point., 

Poghkeepsingh  April  8"  1778. 

»  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  very  obliging  letter  of  the  23d 

rch.  last.*     1  am  sensible  that  the  Public  Service  has  met  with 

DV  Obstructions  arising  from  the  Reasons  mentioned  in  your 

iter  but  with  you  I  trust  that  by  a  well  directed  Perseverance 

shall  be  able  to  overcome  every  Obstacle  to  the  Establish- 

nt  of  our  Freedom  &  Independency. 

The  works  calculated  for  the  Defence  &  Obstruction  of  the 

dson*8  River  are  now  carried  on  with  a  Degree  of  Spirit  that 

miises  their  speedy  Completion,  to  accomplish  which  I  have 

ge  Detachments  of  Militia  daily  employed  none  of  those  from 

'  Eastward  having  yet  arrived  tho  we  may  now  soon  expect 

m. 

Phere  haa  been  some  unaccountable  Neglect  in  getting  the 

Qnon  forward  from  Ticonderoga.     Only  two  or  three  of  the 

ivier  Pieces  are  yet  at  Albany.    The  Residue  even  tho  now  on 

ir  way,  cannot  be  here  stocked  &  mounted  fit  for  Service  be- 

e  the  first  or  middle  of  June  which  will  be  much  too  late  for 

r  Purposes.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
iiL  Gates. 


[No.  1267.] 
omas  Moffat  Indorses  Mr.  8t.  John's  Application  for  Leave  to 
Oo  to  Europe. 

Blooming  Grove  9th  April  1778. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  Agreeable  to  your  directions 
len  I  saw  you  last  I  have  mentioned  to  several  of  the  Principle 

*Not  foun^. 
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People  of  this  County  Mr.  St.  John's  application  to  your  Excel- 
lency for  leave  to  Return  to  his  Native  Country,  as  well  as  the 
Encouragement  he  met  with — they  all  concur  in  wishing  that  he 
may  obtain  your  Excellencies  final  Leave,  as  they  are  sensible  of 
his  long  intentions  and  design  to  return  to  Urope,  and  some  of 
them  are  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  which  has  at  Uit 
forced  him  to  apply  to  your  Excellency.  Your  Positive  permit- 
sion  (if  consistant  with  your  duty  at  this  time)  will  therefore  be 
extreamly  agreeable  to  their  wishes,  and  I  think  with  Justice  and 
humanity.    I  am  Your  Excellency's    most  Obedient    and  vefj 

Hura'e  Ser't 

Thomas  Moffat. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1268.] 
Oloriana  Stetenson  Makes  an  Eloquent  Appeal  for  A$9i9tanee  <o 

Oovemor  CUnUm. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  to  attend  the  complaint  which 
sad  Necessity  induces  me  to  Lay  before  you;  I  Left  my  house  and 
estate  at  Frogs  point,  when  the  troops  from  Great  Britain 
Lan(i(»d  there;  my  sons  are  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  I 
am  in  Circumstances  Extremely  disagreeable  to  a  person  ac- 
ciistonrd  to  so  Diffen>nt  a  method  of  Living  from  what  I  am  at 
present  constrained  to  endure:  the  small  sum  of  money  I  could 
collect  at  the  thne  I  quitted  my  home  is  near  Expended.  It  is 
nfjHolntely  Kequisitc*  that  I  should  attempt  some  scheme  for  A 
fntnre  subsistonc(».  With  this  view  I  made  application  to  the 
conniiissiomTH  of  Sefjiiestration,  for  the  house  Mr.  Townsend 
formerly  inhabited,  as  it  is  A  c<)nveni(»nt  situation  for  the  Bussi- 
i»rss  I  intended  to  puisin*,  whiih  was  that  of  publick  entertain- 
iiM-iit,  I  JiigM  (Rationally  I  imagine)  (hat  having  Lost  all  in  the 
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contest  snbsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  I  was 
intitled  to  some  peculiar  priviledges,  and  being  A  person  once 
possessed  of  valuable  and  Large  demesne  I  might  hope  the 
greatest  indulgence,  and  paternal  care  of  the  Government;  Es- 
pecially as  my  sons  are  active  in  the  cause  of  Liberty  and  virtue. 
It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  exist  without  some  such  method  of 
support,  as  I  have  propos'd;  my  Request  to  your  Excellency  is 
that  some  decent  house  proper  for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned, 
be  assigned  me  by  some  persons  nominated  by  your  Excellency, 
as  the  Commissioners  have  seen  fit,  why  I  cannot  determine,  to 
Refuse  the  house  I  apply'd  for;  it  is  taken  up  by  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, who  has  Another  farm,  which  he  Rents  out,  his 
family  is  small,  and  he  sfands  in  no  need  of  so  Large  A  tene- 
ment. I  can  look  to  no  person  for  assistance  so  properly  as  to 
jour  Excellency,  and  from  you  alone  Expect  Redress,  I  hope  you 
will  compassionate  the  circumstances  of  A  Gentle  woman,  A 
widow,  with  three  daughters,  Depriv'd  of  those  sweet  and  agree- 
able conveniences,  an  ample  fortune  enabled  them  to  Enjoy,  now 
thrown  out  upon  the  world  for  means  of  subsistence.  Do  not 
my  calamities  Loudly  Demand  commiseration?  Will  not  the 
breast  of  A  Gentleman,  A  patriot,  feel  for  me  the  tender  sensa- 
tions of  homanity?  And  will  he  not  Exert  himself  to  Render  my 
sitnation  more  Easy,  and  comfortable,  than  it  now  is?  May  it 
please  your  Excellency  to  give  me  Leave  to  subscribe  myself 
jour  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant 

Gloriana  Stevenson. 
CorUandts  manor  April  9th  1778. 

P.  8.  I  should  Esteem  it  A  particular  favor  if  I  might  have 
the  honor  of  an  answer  by  my  Son  who  waits  on  your  Excel- 
lency with  this.    - 
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[No.  1209.] 

CONNECTICUT  AND  MASSACHUSETTS  COOPERATR 

In  Defence  of  the  Hudson — Governor  Trumbtiil  Suggests  a  Mo 
Against  New  York. 

Lebanon  10th  April  li7& 
Sir,  In  Consequence  of  your  I^etter  to  me,  reqaest^g  a 
tion  of  men  from  this  State  &  MassachusettB  Bar  to  coni| 
3000  for  Defence  of  Hudson's  River — this  State  have  complied  \ 
raise  1000 — ^the  Massachusetts  have  agreed  to  13(10 — ^which, 
your  700  makes  the  Number  mentioned— our  Quota  is  forwar 
— Massachusetts,  I  suppof^,  are  in  equal  forwardness. 

By  Resolution  of  Congress  of  21st  March  I  am  informed 
"Oov'r  Clinton  &  GovV  Trumbull  are  requested  to  give  eve 
Assistance  in  their  Power  to  Oenl.  McDougall  for  perfeet*g  tl 
Di»fence  of  the  North  River" — to  effect  this  most  necressary  P■^J 
pose  let  ine  Quere — whether,  in  addition  to  such  measures  j 
already  tak'g  an  eflfe<!tual  &  vigorous  Effort  upon  N.  York 
be  one  salutary  measure  for  the  Prosecution  of  whirh^  the  X-j 
England  States,  under  the  DinH.*tion  of  Generals  &  officers,  ial 
whose  Abilities  &  Resolution  for  push'g  an  Enterprise,  they  cttj 
confide,  I  make  no  Doubt,  but  would  be  willing  to  tarn  oat  witk] 
their  most  vigorous  Exertions.     I    doubt  not  also  the  ntmostl 
Exertions  of  your  State — a  measure  of  this  kind  would  at  least , 
prove  a  Diversion  in  Fav'r  of  <ienl.  Washington  &  perhaps  draw  J 
good  Part  of  the  British  Army  moiv  Eastward,  where  it  is  in  our 
Power  to  meet  them  ]>erliaps  with  better  Effect  to  the  general  : 
Cnnse  than  in  their  present  Situation.     I  hint  the  matter  only 
for  ycMir  t Consideration — think  n|Nm  it — if  on  Digestion,  it  hap 
pens  t<»  meet  your  approbati<m,  you  will  please  to  hit  on  such 
measures  for  forward*g  its  aeeoniplishment,*asyoo  think  proper. 
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In  this,  or  in  any  other  Projection  for  the  Purpose  mentioned  in 

the  Resolution  of  Congress  I  shall  be  read}'  to  assist  &  cooperate 

with  my  utmost  abilities.     With  great  Esteem  I  am  Sir  Your 

most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Jon'th  Trumbull. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  1270.] 

Mr.    Crtgicr  Asks   for  Compensation  for  Furnishing  Johnston^s 
Rangers  tcith  Supplies. 

Clarkstown  April  11th  1778. 
May  it  Please  your  Execleneey  Last  September  I  was  appointed 
Depty  Commissarry  pf  the   Mellitia  Under  the  Command  of  Cole- 
nell  Ann  Hawks  Hay,  and  in  October  Last  Capt.  Johnston  of 
Clarkstown  who  Commanded  a  Company  of  Rangers  apply 'd  to 
me  to  Furnish  him  with  Provisions  for  the  said  Company;  in 
(H>ediance  to  duty  of  m^'  Country  I  Cheerefully  Comply'd  with 
his  Request;  and  as  I  have  Furnished  Captain  Johnston  and  his 
Company  Six  months  with  Provisions,  I  cannot  Inform  myself 
who  I  am  to  apply  to  for  Cash  to  pay  off  those  Debts  I  have  Con- 
trtH'ted  and  am  Daily  Harrised  for  the  Money  for  the  Provisions 
I  have  Purchased.     I  will  be  Heartily  Glad  your  Excelencey  will 
Please  to  give  me  Instructions  where  I  am  to  Draw  the  money  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  People  for  the  same,  and  Likewise  to  Re- 
ceive my  Pay  for  thus  acting  as  Purchising  Commissarry  as  I 
was  Discharged  by'Colnell  Hay  when  the  militia  and  Compinies 
of  Drafts  was  Discharged — and  as  I  have  apply \1  to  Colenell 
Hay  for  the  money  he  Tells  me  that  Capt.  Johnston's  Provisions 
Does  not  come  Under  his  Dej)artnient.     Therefore  must  apply  to 
yoor  Excelencey;  who  I  hope  will  Eneablc  me  to  Receive   th 
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money  as  I  Can  Produce  a  Just  aiid  Perticular  account  of  every 

Thing  Purchased  by  me  for  said  Company  and  as  I  am  a  Refugee 

from  Kings  Bridge  who  had    the  Honour   of  Commanding  an 

armed  vessel  Belonging  to  the  Provential  Congress  of  New  York    • 

would  be  glad  of  serving  in  any  Department  under  your  Oover 

ment  if  an  Ishuing  Commisary  should  be  wanting.    Colonell  Haj 

has  acquainted  me  he  wrote  on  that  subject  to  your  Excelencey 

and  Great  Demur  amonghst  the  melitia  who  is  on  Duty  for  the 

want  of  Provisions,  But  cannot  Redress  Them    without   your 

Orders;  I  conclude  with  my  Due  Respects  your  Excelency's  Hos^^ 

Obediant  Humble  Servant  at  any  Command 

Thomas  Cregier. 
To  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton,  esqr. 

P.  S.    I  will  be  very  Glad  to  have  an  answer   Directed  at 

Clarkstown. 


[No.  1271.]  / 

John  Livingston  Accepts  Appointment  as  an  Aide. 

Manor  Livingston  Apr.  12  78. 
Sir,  Mr.  Duane  inform'd  me  your  Excellency  has  done  me  tlie 
Honor  to  appoint  me  one  of  your  Aid  Du  Gamps  cuNH>rding  to 
my  request,  for  which  I  return  rfiy  thancks  and  am  ready  to  at- 
tend your  Excellency  whenever  I  am  ordered.    I  am  Sir  Tour 

Excellency's  most  obed't  Humble  Serv't 

John  livingBton. 
For  his  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 
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[No.  1272.] 

WESTCHESTER  PETITIONS  FOR  RELIEF. 

The  Oaol  Removed  to  Bedford  Since  the  Burning  of  White  Plains — 

A  Ouard  of  Thirty  Necessary  to  Look  After  Prisoners. 

1         I    Bedford  12th  April  1778. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  and  Comander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  The  petition  of  the  Gtood  people 
of  County  of  West  Chester  Humbly  Sheweth,  That  whereas  by 
the  depradation  of  the  Enemy  in  this  County,  the  Court  House 
at  the  White  Plains  together  with  that  Village  have  been  totally 
Consumed  by  Are, 

The  good  x>^opl6  of  this  County  have  erected  a  small  Goal 
or  Guardhouse  in  the  Town  of  Bedford  in  order  to  Confine  of- 
fenders, and  for  the  further  securing  more  effectually  the  Liberty 
of  the  well  affected  of  this  State  in  general. 

And  whereas  the  general  Committee  together  with  the  Field 
Officers  of  this  County  did  rais  a  small  guard  by  virtue  of  a  Resolu- 
tion of  Convention,  for  the  better  securing  of  prisoners  in  the 
•aid  Place  of  Confinement  Whose  times  of  Enlistment  are  now 
expired,  and  the  Committee  and  Field  Officers  do  not  think 
themselves  properly  authorized  to  revive  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  Town  abovesaid  has  now  become  the  place 
where  all  publick  business  is  transacted  in  the  abovesaid 
Coanty,  We  pray  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Civil  author- 
ity of  said  County  will  never  be  able  to  carry  the  Laws  of  the 
State  in  execution,  unless  a  small  guard  be  allowed  them,  and 
for  the  better  securing  those  persons  whose  conduct  do  not  en- 
title them  to  mn  at  large. 
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We  whose  Names  are  hereto  affixed  for  ourselves,  and  in  Be- 
half of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitauts  of  this  County  humbly  pray 
your  Excellency  once  more  to  extend  your  kind  hand  of  protection 
to  us  by  enabling  us  to  raise,  under  some  proi>er  Officer,  a  Guard 
of  Thirty  men  in  such  manner  as  your  Excellency  shall  think 
most  exjK^dient  to  serve  one  Year  from  the  time  of  their  Inlist- 
ment.  ' 

And  whereas  the  Guards  heretofore  raised  were  allowed  and 
payed  at  the  Rates  following  (Viz.)  Officers  continental  pay  and 
rations  or  in  Lieu  of  Rations  twenty  one  Shillings  pr  Week,  Ser- 
jents  Seven  Pounds  pr  Month  and  Sixteen  Shillings  a  week  for 
Rations,  Corporal  and  Drum  Six  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  Pr  Month 
and  Sixteen  Shillings  pr  Week  Rations,  Privates  Six  Pounds  Pr 
Month  and  Sixteen  Shillings  pr  Week  rations. 

And  whereas  we  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  raise  a  Guard 
at  this  Season  of  the  year  for  less  than  heretofore  given,  we 
hope  your  Excellency  will  enable*  the  Officers  heretofore  men- 
tioned to  rais  a  Guard  on  the  same  footing  as  before,  assuring 
you  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  in  any  point  without  such 
necessary  Guards  being  raised. 

Your  petitionei's  further  beg  Iciive  to  observe  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  there  are  almost  daily  instances  in  which  the  admin- 
istrators of  Justice  are  obligt*d  to  convey  offenders  to  different 
parts  of  the  Continent,  which  at  many  times  has  left  our  Guard 
consisting  of  only  Twenty  five  men,  that  the  Committee  them- 
selves have  oft(*n  l)een  obliged  to  Guard  the  prisoners  them- 
selves. 

Relying  therefore  on  your  Excellency's  great  Goodness  to  do 
as  you  in  your  gi'eat  wisdom  shall  think  fit,  your  j)etitionerB 
will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray. 
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iilb't  Drake,  Robt.  Grabani,  Eben'r  I^rkwood,  Ab'm  I^eggett, 
Ib't  Budd,  Eb'r  Haviland,  Joii'ii  G.  Orabani,  Daniel  Horton, 
Lienezer  Ward,  Benja.  Lyon,  Pt^tei*    Lyon,  I^ot    Sai-lls,    Pbilip 
eek,  Ezekiel  Huddie,  David  Hays,  Andi-ew    Sniffen,    Micbael 
lays,  Jobn  Fonnan,  —  Purdy,*  Jacob  Miller  JunV,  Henry  Piers, 
lease  Wilson,  Elijah  Hunter,  Benjamin    Hay,  Gilbirt    Wright, 
Gabriel  Higgins,  Isaac  Baxter,  Nathaniel  Weeks,  Alex'r  Whaley, 
'John  Buchanan,  Israel  Lyon;  Thonjas    Pinkney,  John  Oakley, 
Ebenezer  Purdy,  James  Brown,  Jesse  Holly,  Lemuel  Ivight,  Seth 
Whitne,  Gilbirt  Dean,  James  Kaymond,    Richard    Armstrong, 
Ebenezer   Miller,  Zebadiah   Mills,  Jas.  Ronalds,  Samuel    Lewis, 
Nathanel  Clark,  Daniel  Clark,  Joseph  Holmes,  Sam'l  Mills,  Justis 
Harris,  Joseph  Rundell,  Becker  Holmes,  Daniel  Hait,  William 
(iarnsey,  Isaac  Smith,  Nathan  Clark,  Joseph  Clark  Jun'r,  Moses 
^t.  John,  Jonas  Hait,  Samuel  Gray,  Hezekiah  Wood,  Isaac  Clark, 
William  Reynolds,  Gideon  Seely,  Israel  Hait,  Nathan  Clark  jun., 
James  Raymond  Jun'r,  Joseph  Clark,  Nathan  Olmsted,  Lidowick 
Light,  Nathan  Holmes,  Joseph  Mills,  John  Wescot,  John  Saund- 
ers, Cornelius  Clark,  Marcus  Moseman,  Daniel  Miller,  Lewis  Mil- 
K  James  Mills,  Daniel  Bostwick,  Henry  Charliek,  Daniel  Mil- 
W,  Isaac  Miller,  Stephen  Weeks,  Ogleby  D.  Steward,  John  Buck- 
bee,  Mosas  Higgins,  Enoch   Honeywel,    James  McDcmald,    Eli 
^•ely,  Joseph  Miller,  Samuel   Bostwick,    Dauii^l  Tibbet,  Josiah 
Mills.  John  Ingersull,  Josiah  Miller  juner,  Josiah  Miller,  Jona- 
^Jian  Weeks,  George  Arhart,  William  Wright,  Nathanel  Waring, 
J<'nathan  Horton. 

Indecipherable. 


[No.  1273.] 
Oovernor  Clinton  Urges  General  Schuyler  to  Proceed  to  Oongras. 

Poghkeepsingh  13  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  did  mjself  the  Uonor  by  a  Letter  of  27th  March  to  in- 
form you  of  your  appoiiitmeut  as  an  additional  Delegate  to  repre- 
sent this  state  in  Congress  which  (as  I  have  received  no  answer)  t 
am  apprehensive  may  have  miscarried.    The  necessity  there  is  o^ 
your  speedy  attendance  on  that  Duty  induces  me  to  repeat  the  In^. 
formation  and  beg  you  to  repair  to  York  Town  with  as  much  E^k- 
pedition  as  conveniently  may  be.    I  shall  expect  to  see  you  on  yoc^r 
Way  thither  and  am  with  great  Regard  your  most  obed.  »er. 

'        [Q.  0.1 

Major  Genl.  Schuyler. 


[No.  1274.] 

COLONEL  HARDENBERGH  RUNS  CLOSE  UP  TO  MUTINV^. 

Oovernor  Clinton  Overlooks  the  Offence  and  Administers  DipJomatt  ^^ 

Advice. 

New  Hurly  April  9th  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Kxcelleni'v,  I  Rece'd  orders  from  your  Hon'^^^ 
dated  IDth   Instant,  for  one  third  of  Colo:  Hasbrouks  Begt.  o 
militia  to  march  Imediatly  to  West  Point,  To  Join  the  Troo^^ 
under  the  Command  of  Genl.  Persons,  for  Two  weeks,  To  assist  irr^^ 
Carring  on  the  works. 

Mr.  Wisner  as  Commissioner  appointed  to  Carry  on  the  saS  ^ 
works,  ai)ply'd  To  me  for  one  third  of  our  Regt.  for  one  we^-lr. 
which  I  (^omplyed  with,  Knowing  the  Nescessity  of  it  being    of 
much  Conseciuence,  when  our  Country  is  in  Such  a  Defence/a* 
Situation  as  at  present,  But  Expected  wou'd  be  Believed  at  that 
Time,  by  our  Northeren  Regt.  of  Ulster,  Albany  and  Dotchei 
Countjs  &  Take  an  Va\\u\  Turn.  I 
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1  think  our  Regt.  is  heavy  loaded  with  military  Dutys,  by  what 
ir  Neighbours  are.  Remember,  after  the  Reduction  of  fort  Mont- 
omry,  when  Esopus  was  Consumed,  where  was  Collo.  Pawlings  & 
njders  Regt.,  they  were  not  To  be  Seen.  Remember  the  Bix 
reeks  Service  in  Nov'r  Last  at  Nickols's  Point — where  was  Paw- 
ings  &  Snyders  Regts.,  Even  Orange  County  militia  which  were 
Equilly  ordered  in  that  Service  with  us,  but  did  not  attend,  when 
Dor  Regt.  attended  in  full, 

This  winter,  there  was  not  a  week,  but  we  where  Called  upon  by 
the  Q.  M.  To  Carry  Stores  from  Newburgh  To  Sussux,  when  our 
Northeren  Neighbours  where  all  at  home;  and  Now  againe,  what  is 
become  of  our  Northeren  fellow  Subjects?  Are  they  Totely  Ex- 
empted or  hurried  in  the  Oblivion? 

1  Immediately  Complyed  with  your  orders,  I  had  in  Conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Wisneps  Request.  Ten  Days  before,  Draughed  one 
third  of  the  Regt.  For  three  weeks,  our  men  Turned  out  with 
much  Spiritt.  Wee  have  Now%  and  had,  one  Hundred  &  Sixty 
men,  including  Twenty  men  in  New  Marlburgh  precinct  Citing 
Logs  for  the  Chain,  in  Consequence  of  these  orders. 

We  are  informed  that  by  a  Law  of  this  State,  are  Obliged  To 
Rais,  out  of  the  militia,  men  to  fill  up  the  State  Regts.  in  Con- 
tinantial  Service,  that  your  Hon'r  is  Elitituled  To  a  Discretionery 
power  to  Rais  them  in  any  part  of  the  State.  We  humbly  Beg 
i«ive  to  acquaint  your  Hon'r,  that  Considering  the  great  Distress 
*  Difficulty  under  which  our  Regt.  has  Laboured,  Being  the  main 
Defence  of  the  Passes  in  the  Highlands,  &  always  Ready  to  De- 
fend it,  that  your  Hon'r  wou'd  be  pleased  to  Exempt  our  Regt. 
from  Raising  any  Part  of  them,  Because  we  Believe  there  is  not  a 
■lea  in  our  Begt  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  Enter  in  any  of  these 

Be^.  Becanee  Oollo.  Dubois  &  his  officers  have  had  freequent  op- 
11 
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pert  unity  within  a  C<)nrse  of  thiH  year  past  To  InliBt  theui.  The«e 

&  many  other  R<*ason8  (^>nvinci(»8  of  that  fact  Tliat  if  your  lloi^'r 

Considers  these  facts  Canditly,  I  fiatter  myself  will  Excuse  o  m 

Kegt.  from  Raising  any  part  of  these  men.     The«e  aw*  uiatt^^rs 

(treat  Importance  and  Beg  it  may  obtain  your  Hon'r  attention    ^' 

aprobation.  1  am  Hon'r  S'r  with  much  liespect  Your  Verry  Huinie 

Si  Obed't  Serv-t 

Job's  Hardenbergh,  Ju'r. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  13th  A^>ril  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  9th  In- 
stant.    I  am  sensible  your  Regiment  and  Colo.  McClaghry's  & 
some  other  Regiments  from  their  p(*culiar  Situation  were  bur- 
'  thened  with  an  extraordinary  share  of  Duty  last  year,  for  which 
whenev(»r  it  is  in  my  Power  consistent  with  Law  &  my  Duty,  I 
will  most  read  illy  consider  them.     In  the  present  Drafts  to  be 
made  to  fill  up  the  Continental  Battalions,  I  have  it  is  true,  Power 
to  grant  Exemptions  to  certain  R4''giments,  who  have  furnished  or 
are  d(»stined  to  furnish  Men  fnv  other  Services  since  the  1st  of 
January    last;    but    I    have    no    authority    to    give    Exemp- 
tions for  S(»rvices    performed    before    that    period.      The    Regi- 
ments I  exempt  are  principally  Frontier  Regiments  &  they  an»  in 
Considei*ation  thereof  to  furnish  7(M)  Men  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Stat(?  to  continue  in  S<»rvice  for  one  year  from  the  Ist  of  January 
last.    The  Drafts  for  th(»  Continental  Battalions  are  every  fifteenth 
Man  &  in  the  whole  will  ammount  to  about  500  Men  only.    Those 
for  the  other  Service  on  an  average,  will  be  at  least  every  7th  Man 
&  will  ammount  to  700  to  serve  for  as  long  a  Period.    One  third 
of  your  Regiment  were  ordered  by  me  into  Service  for  2  Weeks  at 


West  Point  &  so  has  the  other  Regim'ts  South  of  you  &  Colo. 

Brinckerhoflf's  of  Dutchess  County-     The  other  Raiments  who 

have  not  performed  equivalent  Service  must  yet  take  their  Turns 

there  of  elsewhere.    Two  of  the  Regiments  in  this  County  are  to 

raise  60  Men  each  for  one  year.    Colo.  Southerland's  has  now  an 

E^ual  Number  in  actual  Service  in  this  County  erecting  Block 

Houses  to  confine  the  State  Prisoners  in  &  as  Guards  over  them 

to  continue  for  one  Month.    Albany  County  was  ordered  to  raise 

4O0  Men  for  last  Winter,  four  Months  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of 

Congress,  which  I  suppose  you  will  judge  equal  to  your  present 

Bervice  at  least. 

You  may  rest  assured,  Sir,  that  as  soon  as  I  can  get  regular  Re- 
tnras  of  the  Different  Corps  of  Militia  the  Duty  from  Time  to  Time 
shall  be  as  equally  shared  among  the  different  Regiments  as  in  my 
Power,  and  if  at  any  Time  one  Regt.  or  County  from  their  Situa- 
tion shoud  be  called)  to  do  a  greater  Share  then  another,  they  wil! 
have  due  Credit  &  be  considered  for  it  on  some  future  Occassion. 
l^pon  the  whole  I  trust  you  will  readilly  see  that  It  is  not  in  my 
Power  to  exempt  your  Regiment  on  the  present  Occassion,  vn thou  t 
exempting  every  other  Regiment  having  performed  like  Services, 
^'hich  woud  entirely  defeat  the  Design  of  the  Law.     I  am  with 

great  Regard  Your  Most  Obed't  Sei-v't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

I  trust  you  Consider  yourselves  as  VoUuntlers  when  out  at  Mr. 

^Visner's  Request  without  my  orders.     I  am  sui'e  it  was  out  ?f 

fpal  Zeal  in  the  Cause  of  your  Country. 

[To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardenbergh.] 
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[No.  1275.] 

Commissary  Cuyler  Requests  Advice  from  Chvemar  OliwUm  BMk$ 
to  the  Shipment  of  Food  Supplies. 

Albany  April  13th  177S. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  reciuaet,  through  my  friend  Robert 
Yates,  I  send  you  one  Barrel  of  Boiling  Pease;  hope  thej  mir 
arrive  Safe. 

The  late  Embargo  Act  to  prevent  the  Ezsportation  of  Flour, 
meal  &  Grain,  is  intirely  Silent  respecting  any  of  the  above  l^ 
tides,  which  may  be  found  necessary  by  the  Commissaries  to 
Exsport  into  the  Eastren  States,  from  which,  however,  I  concive 
it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  Excellencey  that  ae  soon  as  the  Roidi 
are  fit,  I  shall  have  to  forward  to  Boston  a  Considerable  Quantity 
of  Flour,  for  the  iise  of  the  Prisioners  of  the  Convention  &  other 
Public  wants  there.  It  is  also  in  Contemplation  to  remove  U 
Shaffield  some  flour  as  a  Place  of  Security. 

Your  Excellencey  will,  therefore,  be  Pleased  to  Give  me  Such 

assistence  &  advice  in  this  matter,  as  will  Inable  me  to  move 

forw'd  Such  quantites  of  Flour  as  shall  be  re<iuasite  for  thePuh* 

lio  Service,  to    ascertain  the    Quantity    Is  impossible.     It  wil* 

Depeud  on  what  can  be  Spared,  as  well  as  the  demands  Which 

may  be  made  on  nie   froni  time  to  Time.     I  am  with  respe'Ct  Youf 

Excellencey 's  most  Obdt.  «S:  vary  humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Cuyler. 
To  His  Excellencey  (ieorj;e  Clinton  E8i|r. 

3]  Rush,  of  IVase 24/    £3—18  —  0 

Cash  6  —  0 

£4_4_0 
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[No.  1276.] 

Fopfmor  CHnUm  Discusses  the  Question  of  Patronage  with  the 
Schenectady  Committee. 

Poughkeepsingh  April  13"  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  by  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  24'' 
Ulto.  inclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Remonstrance  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Schenectady  by  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
District.  Be  pleased  to  assure  them,  Sir,  that  as  far  as  I  have 
anything  to  do  in  the  Distribution  of  OflSces,  the  People  of  the 
Town  of  Schenectady  shall  equally  participate  with  the  People 
of  Albany,  or  of  any  other  Part  of  the  State,  and  that  my  Orders 
shall  never  charge  them  with  more  than  their  due  Proportion  of 
Military  Duty.  As  to  the  appointments  in  the  Continental  Line, 
in  which  tho'  there  may  have  been  Partiality,  it  is  out  of  my 
Power  to  correct  it,  but  as  to  any  abuses  which  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Staff  of  the  army  on  proper  Complaint  &  Proof  the 
Persons  injured  will  be  redressed  and  the  Offenders  punished. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

[Q.  C] 
To  Andrew  McFarland,  Esqr. 


[No.  1277.] 
The  Five  New  Continental  Battalions, 
Sr,  Presuming  on  your  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  your  Country 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  appointing  you  a  Commissioner  for 
farrying  the  inclosed  Law  for  filling  up  the  five  Continental 
Battalions  raised  under  the  Direction  of  this  State*  into  Execu- 
tion to  which  important  Business  I  trust  you  will  pay  due  atten- 

*Tli«  act  for  completlnir  the  fiTe  Continental  batUlions  raised  under  the  direction  of 
^is  itate.  nnder  the  aet  of  Consress  of  the  26th  day  of  February  1778,  was  passed  by 
^  Nflw  York  SUto  Lccislatnra  AprU  first.  1778. 
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tion.    Tlie  General  Order  containing  your  appointment  yon  hav^ 

also  inclofied.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  most  obed't  Berv't^ 

[G.  C] 
13th  April  1778. 

Copies  with  the  Law  &  Genl.  Orders  sent  to  Henry  Glen,  Jona- 
than Lawrence  &  Thomas  Palmer  Esqrs.  Com'rs  the  14th  Apl. 
1778. 


[No.  1278.] 

Qeneral  McDougall   Complauis  of   the   Trivial  Annoyances   he  is 

Subjected  to. 

Fish  Kill  13th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  so  Harassed  with  business  of  a  triylal  nature, 
that  my  mind  is  almost  distracted  and  scarcely  able  to  attend 
to  the  important  concerns  of  the  department.  In  this  state^  a 
Lieut.  Griffith  in  the  Enemy's  Service  of  the  2d  Battalion,  of 
DiOancy's  Brigade  has  come  to  this  place,  with  a  Party  goelng 
to  Head  Quarters,  on  parole,  by  direction  of  General  Putnam 
to  deliver  himself  up  to  you  as  he  says  to  be  exchanged  for  some 
officer  of  this  state;  as  he  is  originally  from  it.  As  I  am  utterly 
unacquainted  with  the  reasons  of  this  extraordinary  proceedure, 
in  this  critical  state  of  these  i>osts;  and  your  condition  at  Pough- 
kepsie;  I  have  detained  him  here  till  I  can  receive  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject.  This  moment  one  John  Ireland  taken 
on  Long  Island,  is  brought  on  here  in  Irons.  This  I  suppose  is 
in  consequence  of  the  late  resolutions  of  Congress;  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  state  he  originally  belonged  to.     I  am  Dear 

Sir  Your  Humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 
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/  [No.  1279.] 

Colonel  Hathorn  Calls  General  James  Clinfon^s  Attention  to  the 
Case  of  Caleb  Hyatt. 

Warwick  14th  April  1778. 
Dear  General,  Your  favour  I  Redeved  with  an  Order  Inclosed 
which  I  Shall  Strictly  attend  to,  However  diflcult  it  may  be,  as 
the  distance  of  some  part  and  indeed  the  wliole  of  my  Regiment 
from  West  Point  &  the  other  places,  may  Prevent  our  Properly 
Recieving  the  Alarm;  the  disposition  of  my  Regiment  is  Either 
at  West  Point  or  Sydman's  Bridge,  I  Shall  be  at  a  Loss  which 
place  to  March  to,  I  hope  that  on  the  appearance  of  the  Enemies 
Landing  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  I  may  be  informed  there- 
of, from  the  Governor  or  Officer  Commanding  at  that  Post,  other- 
wise I  must  if  alarmed  by  the  Fireing  of  the  Guns  march  to  West 
Point.  1  ' 

Sir,  you  may  Remember  that  you  ordered  Into  Confinement, 
Last  Winter  at  N.  Windsor  a  Certain  Caleb  Hoyatt  supposed  to 
be  a  prisoner  of  Warr,  from  which  place  he  was  Transmitted  to 
Poughkepsey  Goal;  he  is  now  out,  at  Work  at  Crumb  Pond,  on 
Some  kind  of  Security,  I  have  Since  Enquired  of  Some  Deserters 
who  left  the  Enemy  Since  he  was  taken  who  declares  he  was 
deemed  a  deserter,  from  them,  I  believe  he  was  coming  in  when 
he  was  taken,  although  he  told  So  bad  a  Story  when  Examined 
before  you  for  which  he  has  pretty  well  Suffered. 

His  Wife  and  Family  Stands  in  Great  Need  of  Some  aid;  un- 
less he  is  allowed  to  take  Some  care  of  them,  its  probable  they 
will  be  an  Expence  to  the  Publick.  I  hope  the  General  will  Con- 
sider his  case  who  by  a  little  Interft^reuce  he  may  be  Enlarged, 
he  I  am  Convinced  may  with  less  danger  to  the  Country  be 
allowed  to  be  here  with  his  family  than  where  he  now  is.     I  will 
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make  it  my  Business  to  keep  a  Watchfull  Eye  over  him,  howertf 
I  am  well  Battisfied  his  Intentions  was  Good  Nothwithstandiig 
his  Conduct.     I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Your  obt  Benr't 

John  Hathorn  Gol. 

General  James  Clinton  at  New  Windsor. 


[No.  1280.] 

The  MUitia  at  West  Point  to  he  Diamissedr—The  Case  of  Lieuimmi^ 

OHfflth. 

Poughkeepsie  15th  Apl.  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  13th  Instant. 
Was  the  Dep'y  Commissary  Genl.  of  Prisoners  to  attend  in  thii 
Department  &  do  his  Duty  it  woud  save  you  &  me  a  great  detl 
of  Trouble.  Genl.  Putnam  writes  me  that  Lieut.  Griffin  was  out 
(m  Parole  in  Connecticut  where  he  endeavoured  to  poison  the 
Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  as  much  as  in  his  Power  that  for  thia 
Keason  &  because  he  was  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  he  is  sent 
here.     What  to  do  with  him  I  dont  know. 

I  inclose  you  a  Letter  I  received  yesterday  from  Governor 
Trumbull  for  your  perusal  which  as  it  is  not  yet  answered  yon 
will  please  to  return  to  me  by  the  first  convenient  Opportunity. 

I  have  sent  out  orders  to  Draft  from  the  different  Regiments 

of  Militia  of  this  State  to  fill  up  the  five  Continental  Battalions 

&  as  it  will  be  absolutely  ne(*essary  to  dismiss  the  Militia  im- 

ployed  at  West  Point  untill  those  Drafts  are  made  I  must  begg 

you  to  dismiss  them  accordingly.     I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obetft 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Oenl.  McDougal. 
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[No.  1281.] 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  NORTH. 

r^nerol    McDougaU   Opposed    to   Large    Commissary  Depots   as 
Offering  In&ucements  for  Raids  from  the  Enemy. 

Fish  Kill  15th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  1  have  been  favored  with  yours,  of  this  date,  cover- 
ing sundry  Letters,  and  a  petition  from  Cherry  Valley.    All  my 
enqoiries  about  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  have  proved  in- 
effectual.    I  suppose  he  is  gone  to  furnish  the  Commissary  Oen- 
eial  with  such  information,  as  is  necessary,  preparative  to  the 
general  exchange  of  Prisoners.    A&  I  have  no  Command  of  the 
troops,  in  the  northern  Department,  and  a  total  Stranger,  to  the 
Geography  of  Cherry  valley,  and  Albany,  I  can  give  no  decisive 
advice  where  it  will  be  proper,  to  station  the  troops  above,  or  to 
deposit  the  Flour  purchased  by  the  Oommiesary.    It   however 
appears  to  me  inexpedient,  to  collect  any  more  of  it  at  Albany 
than  will  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  troops,  which  may 
be  stationed  there;  as  it  will  only  serve  to  increase  the  enemy's 
attention  to  that  City,  should  a  Misfortune  happen  on  the  River. 
Boch  quantities  of  the  Flour  as  may  be  near  the  River,  should 
l>e  removed  from  it,  and  stored  in  small  parcels  out  of  the  reach 
of  a  Coup  de  main.    When  the  difficulty  of  Carting  is  considered, 
the  enemy  will  not  risque  a  march  into  the  Country,  to  destroy 
or  collect  small  parcells,  but  if  a  considerable  magazine  is  col- 
led, it  may  prompt  him  to  run  more  hazard.     It  would  frus- 
^nite  the  end  of  purchasing  stores,  to  put  them  in  State  of  abso- 
lute Security,  unless  they  were  in  fortified  places,  near  the  army, 
but  aa  we  are  not  possessed  of  such  holds,  our  Stores  will  always 
be  in  some  danger,  if  they  are  at  Command  for  use. 
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Th€^  iuifHitifncL^  of  Ihv  MrXamam  Hayes,  to  leave  AlbanFa*] 
dkaies  an  intention  to  si^i^ve  his  master  at  our  ezpence;  butll^ 
should  know  or  be  taught  it,  that  hie  giving  receipts  (or  ueca* " 
snrieH  fnrnifthed  the  Ho^pifal,  does  not  coine  up  to  the  reiOlatioi| 
of  Congresa;  the  money  must  be  paid  for  those  artielet,  iti 
other  Impediment  was  rt*movedj  befoi-e  he  and  hm  fellow  pci^ 
are  exchanged. 

It  is  a  pretisitig  Beaton  to  d]Hmi»s  the  Uilitla  at  Weet  Point,! 
it  muBt  be  done.     You  are  ready  with  our  joint  opinion  toftiiiwer 
tlie  important  tjuestion  put  to  you  by  Governor  TraoibuJli  Bj 
i&  tlierefore  un necessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  on  iliit  ft* 
jert.     Mkin  our  Ktate  made  no  provision  of  Ammunition  fori 
Militin?     If  not  cnn  it  be  conceived,  that  I  am  anthorixed  t(if^ 
ninh  any  but  to  those  who  shall  be  in  actual  ServleeT    i 
the  iionor  to  be  Mith  esteem  Your  humble  SerTasit 

,     *r  Melloflf 

HiH  Exeellenev  Governor  Clinton. 


[Wo" 

MfSi  TO  KEW  YORK, 

ReprrftrttUtiif^M  fmm  ft  Xumhtr  o/  7'^ritt  ttf   Vrimfmi  i$itfi 
rmilfon  0/  4  New  Sinh  at  fliw  Farlirvfar  Tm^ 

In  II  ruuaS^I^K^ll^milMiM^  frtim 
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[No.  1283.] 
Richard  Kip  Accuses  Captain  Crane  of  Purloining  a  Bow. 

Pompton  April  15th  1778. 
Sir,  Last  Decm'r  a  Twelvemonth  a  Small  Box  was  Taken  at  or 
Near  Prineetown  And  Deposited  in  an  Amunition  Cart  &  Sup- 
posed to  be  Taken  From  thence  by  Capt.  Crane.    I  can  Assure 
you  that  I  have  Seen  a  Box  in  Crane's  Possession  That  answers 
the  Description  &  Since  the  Discovery  he  is  prepareing  to  Leave 
the  Continent.    He  Now  Resides     in     Clarks     Town,     Orange 
County.     A  Line  to  Collo.  Gilbert  Coper  at  Kakeate  with  Direc- 
tion to  Detect  Or  Apprehend  In  haste  May  Still  Serve  to  Re- 
cover the  Money  &c.  for  those  Justly  Entitled  to  the  Same.     In 
haste  I  Rem'n  S'r  your  V  H  S. 

Rich'd  Kip,  Jun'r.,  Ass.  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
To  Collo.  Hammilton. 


[No.  1284.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Qives  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mason  Reasons  for  Not 
Appointing  Two  Men  to  Office. 

Poughkeepsie  16th  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  4th  March  five  Days  ago. 
It  woud  give  me  great  Pleasure  to  serve  the  Persons  you  recom- 
mend, Mr.  Earnest  &  Mr.  Brown,  as  I  know  them  to  be  worthy 
Citizens  who  have  suffered  much  by  the  present  Contest  and  I 
dont  in  the  least  doubt  but  the  other  is  equally  deserv  iug.  I  am 
unhappy,  therefore,  in  not  having  any  Post  in  my  Gift  which 
woud  enable  them  to  earn  a  Support  for  themselves  &  Pamillies. 
In  the  State  there  are  very  few  Offices  for  which  they  are  quali- 
fted  but  such  as,  in  these  Dear  Times,  woud  be  a  Burthen  instead 
of  a  help,  the  Perquisites  or  Salaries  annexed  to  the  OflQces  not 
affording  an  adequate  Compensation  for  the  Trouble  of  the  Of- 
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ficer.  The  few  that  are  worth  holding  were  granted  by  the  Con- 
vention to  Refugees  equally  distressed  who  still  hold  them.  In 
the  Course  of  last  year  while  I  was  in  the  Military  Line,  I  had 
the  Pleasure  of  relieving  the  distresses  of  some,  as  Vaccanciw 
frequently  happened  on  the  Staff  of  the  Army,  and  the  Com- 
manding Officer  generally  filled  them  up  with  Persons  I  Recom- 
mended. You  may  rest  assured,  Sir,  shoud  an  Opportunity  Offer 
by  which  I  may  able  to  serve  these  good  People  it  will  be  moet 
chearfully  embraced.  In  the  Mean  Time  1  will  recommend  them 
to  Genl.  McDougaPs  attention,  who  now  Commands  in  this  De- 
partment &  is  most  likely  to  have  it  in  his  Power  to  serve  them. 
Please  to  present  my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Mason  &  belie?ft4o 
be  with  great  Regard  Rever'd  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.C.] 
[To  Rev.  John  Mason.] 


[No.  1285.] 

Governor  Clinton  Requests  Secretary  of  State  Scott  to  Fill  Out 
Military  Commissions  First, 

Poughkeepsie  16th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  find  it  the  prevailing  Oppinion  among  the  Militia  Officers 
appointed  by  the  Council  that  tli(»y  are  not  authorized  to  act 
until  they  receive  their  Commissions  in  due  form  &  on  the  other 
Hand  the  old  OftJcers  are  willing  to  consider  themselves  super- 
ceded, from  which  I  fear  great  Inconveniences  will  arise  in  mak- 
ing the  Drafts  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Battalions  &  other 
Military  Service.  I>et  me,  therefore,  intreat  that  the  compleating 
the  Military  Commissions  be  the  first  Business  in  your  Office.    I 

am  8ir  with  Respect  Your  Most  Obdt.  Serv't 

[G.  0.] 
Oenl.  Scott. 
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[No.  1286.] 
r*^  Albany  Committee  Protests  Against  the  Removal  of  the  Troops. 
Albany  Committee  Chamber  16th  April  1778. 
Sir,    We  are  just  now  informed  that  the  Continental  Troops 
0tationed  in  this  City  are  ordered  to  Fish  Kills.     This  Step  how- 
eier  right  it  may  be,  alarms  us  much.     We  would  beg  leave  to 
©hserve,  that  near  one  hundred  and  forty  Tory  I^risoners  are 
at  present  Confined  in  this  City  and  are  daily  encreasing,  and 
upwards  of  fifty  Regular  Prisoners  together  with  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Public  Stores,  Ppovi«^ions,  a  Laboratory  and  other  publici 
bnildmgs,  all  of  which  require  Troops  to  Guard  them,  the  num- 
ber of  disaffected  Persons  in  and  about  this  City,  w^ho  would 
readily  embrace  any  favourable  oppertunity  that  should  offer  to 
diatress  us  of  which  their  present  Conduct  evinces. 

Warner's  Regiment  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  Men, 
Officera  included,  who  are  ordered  here  we  are  induced  to  beleive 
are  not  sufficiently  disciplined  to  discharge  the  trust  that  will  be 
reposed  in  them.  Our  Northern  Frontiers  in  a 'defenceless  situa- 
tion and  no  Troops  to  Succor  them, — such  is  the  situation  of  this 
County  at  present;  of  which  we  hold  it  our  indispensible  duty  to 
inform  your  Excellency  &  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  Con- 
tinuing Alden's  or  Grea ten's  Regiments  in  this  City  or  devise 
wch  other  ways  or  means  for  the  protection  of  the  public  Stores 
*c  18  shall  appear  necessary  to  your  Excellency.  We  are  Your 
Kxcdlency's  Most  Obt.  Serv'ts 

By  order  John  Barclay  Chairnmii. 

Hia  Excellency  Qov'r  Clinton. 


7—.---  -- .rz?-^     7  •"i=:.-p.'-;E  Clinton. 

m-f  r  -  i-.'M:?:4  ri-^  RKinural  of  the  British  DoeUnr 
^•."    J  T.M      *•♦-*  ind  Other  Prisoners. 

^  ..--    :   --r^  Chamber  16th  April  1778. 

-r:.  7'       r  ^  "'^  ^"- '  ^3^  resid»'d  in  this  City,  the 

.r     -..?.'   :i:j:  T^rid-rrrd  himself  very  obnoxioM 

-  •    ':'._.:  -i--*  :f  -h:s  Citv.    R€*f»eated  applies 

::  -   -  -     ij.  -  1  z:  r-mov»-d  to  the  Eastward— ai 

V  -  -i.»  -  -;:-  L.:-^riT  to  lay  this  matter  before 

■:     ir  yjji.-r  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thtf 

.      w       :  -     -  -r-r.  s^  In  having  the  Brittish  Doc- 

._: .     :        It 7  r>  Si-n-rs  removed.     We  are  Yoor 

»    >-      ':  ■    >r  :■■  '  ■* 

'5-    :j-i»rr  John  Barclay  Chainnan. 


:x-:.  l:!SS.] 
'   :*Tt.?«    -w     h   Fzr^ion  o^  John  Moffat. 
•    >ii  'iv  •'  :t:-7*.  -.r  ii  wv!I  acquainted  with  the  per- 
^•*     ■'a  -*j.  'r»-  A   :.  !:i  M-*d'.  now  a  prisoner  in  Dutchen 
^       c   I  2kfi  T !  -  ^ f  :*?.-.  late  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
wu        ri  -',     /.a     -•:.  -t^r..  on  a  conviction  for    •    •   • 
.     i\    ^'j  •  j^-r  ^-   ::    >..tr...:::i:  one  hour  in  the  pillory,  h^ 
at»«x«;yu«:      K   ^.-iidL  i-.:.  r     f  ':,<-  seuieuce  is  that  he  stand 
■».*«■%*    ;^.  1     Ik    .iv.   r*.n^.!.\y  in  this  month,  and  then  to 
^    09^    vvtr    1     !«r  re    .-v.  icd  reot-ive  thirty  nine  lashes  on 
-Mc^ft.  '^fcx  ••x'  >*^   r:t>iv  :o  ai-quaint  .vour  Excellency,  that 
.-^M.     iua  V.tfi:   iji  i  dvria^  the  present  troubles  Distin- 
#  4A  ;scci^v  and  remarkable  Zealous  Whiggf 

4e  to  the  publick  in  apprehending 
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nd  Otherwise  Discouraging  the  Enemies  of  this  state,  and  in 
^her  respects,  bears  the  Character  of  an  honest  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  Society.  Therefore  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to 
Murd<m  the  said  John  Moffet  for  this  Offence,  so  that  the  residue 
if  his  sentence  may  be  Remitted,  and  are  your  Excellency's  most 
Bumble  Servants 

P.  D'Witt,  Wm.  Radclift,  Henry  Freligh,  Hormanis  B 

John  V  Steenbergh,  John  Wood,  John  McOill,  John  Pear,  Jacob 
Tremper,  William  Adamson,  Thomas  Humphreys,  J.  Kiersteade, 
Bidiart  DefoU,  Daniel  Wilson,  William  Schultz,  Michael  Shatzel, 

bia 

Henrick  Bermyer,  John  Sickner,  John  nes  mehr,  Simon  X  Scott, 

marke 

John  Scott;  John  Holmes,  John  MacDonald,  Miner  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  Peter  Brown,  Jost  Weder,  John  Tremper,  Jacob  Kip, 
Wiliem  Vredinborugh,  Aaron  Vredinborugh,  Abram  Kip, 
Jtnbatist  Kip,  Isaac  Kip,  Barent  Van  Wagenen  Jn.,  Barent  Van 
Wagenen,  John  Ring,  Abraham  Eap,  Gap.,  Phlip  Heermano, 
Oornelius  Badclift,  Abraham  Scott. 

fo  the  Honble.  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  the  State 
of  New  York.    April  16, 1779.» 


[No.  1289.] 
Qmend  Stkuyler  Explains   Why  he  Cannot   Take  his   Seat  in 
Congress  at  This  Time. 

Albany,  April  17th  1778. 
DV  Sir,  Yoor  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  15th  Instant  I  had  the 
Boior  to  recdve  last  Night— that  of  the  27th  Ult.  on  the  second 
bitaBt,  to  which  my  Answer  was  given  on  the  4th  from  Sara- 

^^ 

Mn.  Bdmyler  expects  to  lay  in  about  the  first  week  in  May, 
lit  ttat  is  not  the  only  Reason  which  would  prevent  me  from 

^Mm^  %§  Mt  of  place  la  the  original  menuBcript.    Ae  it  Is  aoimportant  ttai 
't4  It  to  remain. 

13 
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repairing  to  York  Town  immediately.    Some  Time  ago  I 

all  my  Family  to  Saratoga  Intending  to  have  resided  there 

gether,  as  soon  as  I  should  have  resigned  the  Employmeitl 

held  under  CJongress,  which  will  be  whenever  an  Enqniiy 

the  Cause  of  the  Loss  of  Tyeonderoga  shall  have  taken  place. 

was  determined  to  this  Resolution  on  a  Supposition  that 

would  have  been  posted  to  the  Northward  for  the  protectiom 

the  Country,  but  as  not  a  single  one  is  left,  I  shall  be  under 

Necessity  of  drawing  my  Family  from  thence,  especially  as 

the  Country  above  me,  and  even  far  below  are  preparing  to 

their  Habitations,  and  will  certainly  do  it,  if  no  Troops  are  Mt. 

there  by  the  first  of  next  Month.    I  do  not  however  mean  tf, 

bring  away  my  Servants  as  I  shall  erect  a  picket  Fort  round  wj 

House  and  let  them  if  possible,  keep  it.    In  this  exposed  State  of  J 

the  Country,  I  cannot  divest  my  Family  of  that  Assistance  whidl 

I  apprehend  they  will  need  when  an  Incursion  of  the  EneiBf 

takes  place,  which  will  probably  be  soon  as  the  drawing  all  the 

Troops  from  this  Quarter  is  a  Kind  of  Invitation  for  them  to 

come  down.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Dear  Sir  Your  Excellency^ 

most  obedient  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1290.] 

TO  COMMAND  THE  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT. 

John  Stark  Ordered  to  Albania — His  Instructions  from  thtteroi 

Oates. 

In  Congress  17th  April  17T8. 
Resolved,  That  Brigadier  General  Stark  be  employed  in  the 
northern   Department  nndov  the  Ccmmand   of   Major  General 
Gates. 
Extracts  from  the  minutes 

Charles  Thompson  Secretary. 
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York,  April  17th  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  In  Conaequence  of  the  above  resolve,  I  am  to  desire 
yoa  will  repair  forthwith  -to  Albany,  and  assume  the  Command 
of  all  the  Continental  troops,  and  Militia  posted  there  and  to 
the  northward  and  Westward,  of  that  City,  Fort  Schuyler  exclu- 
sive, where  Colonel  Gansevoort  has  a  particular  Commission 
from  Congress  to  command.  In  Case  of  any  sudden  irruption  of 
the  enemy,  either  upon  the  Mohack  River,  or  upper  parts  of  Hud- 
son's River,  or  Settlements  thereunto  adjacent,  you  are  hereby 
empowered  to  call  for  such  of  the  Militia  of  the  Grants,  of  the 
Counties  of  Hampshire,  and  Berkshire,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusets,  and  from  the  western  and  northern  Counties  of  the  State 
of  Newyork;  as  will  enable  you  to  repel  every  hostile  invasion 
thereof.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Albany,  you  will  open  a  Corres- 
pondence with  the  Commanding  OflQcer  at  Fort  Schuyler,  with 
General  Fellows,  and  the  Commanding  Officer  upon  the  Grants; 
and  you  will  constantly  report  your  proceedings  to  me,  and 
acquaint  me  with  all  the  information,  anfl  Intelligence,  you  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  of  the  motions  and  Designs  of  the 
enemy.  Your  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  me  or  Officer  com- 
manding the  Army  in  northern  Department  at  Peeks  Kill.  For 
Tery  good  reasons,  you  will  see  it  is  prudent  not  to  communicate 
the  Contents  of  this  Letter,  to  any  but  those  persons  whom  it 
may  immediately  concern.    I   am  Dear  Sir  Your  affectionate 

humble  Servant 

Horatio  Gates. 
Honble.  Brigadier  General  Stark. 

(Copy) 
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[No.  1291.]  ' 

Colonel  Taylor  Brings  Mb  Troubles  to  the  Governor— Dif/ieuUi  k 

Procuring  Teams. 

Newburgb,  April  17th  1778. 
Dear  Governor,  I  Send  you  the  Iron  Chist  by  the  Bergt.  of  yon 
own  Guard.  There  is  a  great  Call  for  Teams,  and  I  am  Senaabk 
there  will  be  more  Call  soon  than  has  been  for  some  time  ptst, 
there  is  neither  Committe  Man  nor  Majeetrate  to  apply  to.  The  few 
Cont'l  Teams  here  are  entirely  beat  out,  and  I  am  not  furaidirf 
with  the  act  adopted  by  the  Legislature  for  raising  Teams  in  the 
State.  The  15  Inst.  I  applied  to  Major  Genl.  McDougle  and  he 
Sent  me  a  Warrent  to  Impress  Six  Teams  for  Coll.  Vanschaick*! 
Regt.  on  their  way  to  Head  Quarters.  If  any  other  Call  Shank 
be  (which  I  Hourly  Expect)  the  Business  will  be  Retarded.  Ani 
you  are  Sensable  I  have  no  way  to  Raise  any.  Would  be  gl« 
your  Excellancy  would  furnish  me  with  the  Act  of  the  Legiila 
ture  for  that  purpose.  It  gives  me  pain  to  see  our.  Business  k 
backward.  I  likewise  Send  you  five  Blank  Books  and  One  Man* 
Book  with  the  Bearer  which  he  will  deliver.  I  will  call  to  Be 
your  Excellancy  as  Soon  as  possable.  And  am  with  the  Ootmai 
Esteem  Your  Excellancy's  Most  Obdt.  Hble  Serv't 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  Genrl. 
G :  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1292.] 
THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  GAOL  DELIVERY. 
Report  of  Its  Proceedings  Submitted  to  Oovemor  Clinton. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  Sta 
of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  tl 
militia  and  Admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same: 
We,  John  Jay  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supream  Court  of  Judic 
tare  of  the  State  of  New  York,  John  Sloss  Hobart  one  of  tl 
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Puisne  Judges  of  the  said  Court  and  Epbraim  Paine  first  Judge 
of  the  inferior  Court  of  common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Dutchess 
named  with  others  in  a  certain  Commission  bearing  date  the 
thirteenth  Day  of  March  last  for  holding  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
TenAiner  and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  and  for  the  said  County, 
Do  certify,  that  at  the  said  Courts  held  before  us  at  Poukeepsie 
on  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  Days  of  April,  Instant,  Daniel  Morgan  late  of 
Northeast  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was  convicted  of  Horse  Stealing, 
Gideon  Simkins  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was  con- 
Ticted  of  Burglary;  Daniel  Cornell  of  the  Precinct  last  aforesaid, 
Teoman,  was  convicted  of  Burglary  and  Horse  stealing  and 
Bamnel  Jenkins  of  Philipses  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was-  also  con- 
Ticted  of  Burglary; — all  of  whom  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
jonr  Excellency  for  Pardons  for  the  following  Reasons 

Daniel  Cornell.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that  his 
Confession,  by  which  alone  he  was  convicted  was  extorted  from 
him  by  force.    He  is  about  nineteen  years  of  age. 

Daniel  Morgan.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that  his 
Confession  was  made  on  a  Promise  of  the  Committee  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh to  save  him.    He  is  about  eighteen  years  of  Age. 

Gideon  Simkins.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that 
hia  Confession  was  made  on  a  Promise  of  the  Committee  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh Precinct  to  save  him. 

Samuel  Jenkins.  Because  it  appeared  in  Evidence  and  we  be- 
lieye  that  his  Behavior  heretofore  hath  always  been  innocent  and 
hia  Character  reputable.  There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  he 
waa  deluded  by  the  Arts  of  William  Smith  a  notorious  Villain 
his  Demeanor  on  his  Tryal  was  candid  and  decent. 

We  also  inform  your  Excellency  that  at  the  said  Courts, 

William  Smith  of  Beekmans  Precinct  Cordwainer  was  con- 
victed of  Burglary  on  two  Indictments. 

Myndert  Harris  of  the  same  Precinct  Yeoman  was  also  con- 
victed of  Burglary  on  one  Indictment. 

Jonathan  Ackerly  of  Cortlandts  Manor  in  the  County  of  West- 
ckeiter  Ye<mian  was  convicted  on  two  Indictments  of  Burglary. 


182  Public  Papers  of  OE)aROB  Clinton. 

And  that  we  know  of  no  Reasons  snfflcient  to  induce  us  ti 

think  it  our  Duty  to  recommend  them  to  your  BJxcellency  to 

Pardon.  •  ^ 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  Fryday  nei 

between  the  Hours  of  Eight  and  Two  is  assigned  for  the  execi 

tion  of  all  the  herein  before  named  Criminals. 

John  Jay. 

Jno.  Slofls  Hobart. 

Ephraim  Paine. 
Poughkeepsie  April  18th  1778. 

A  Calender  of  Prisoners  capitally  convicted  at  the  Court 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Cfeneral  Goal  Delivery  held  at  Pong 
keepsie  in  and  for  the  County  of  Dutchess — April  13th  1778. 

William  Smith  of  Beekman's  Precinct  in  the  Countyof  Dufchf 
Cordwainer. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Jacob  Baldwin  in  Ru 
bout's  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid  on  the  22d  Novem'r  la 
Convicted  17th  April  1778. 

Indicted  also  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Daniel  Way 
Beokman-s  Precinct  aforesaid.  Convicted  April  18th  1778.  B 
glary  comitted  5th  Decem'r  last. 

Myndert  Harris  of  Beekman's  Precinct  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Daniel  Way  in  Be 
nian*s  Precinct  aforesaid.  Convicted  April  18th  1778.  Burgl 
committed  5th  Dec'r  last. 

Daniel  Morgan  of  North  East  Precinct  in  the  County 
Dutchess  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  Horse  stealing  vizt-  a  Ci(»lding  of  a  Clu*»tnut  C< 
of  the  Price  of  £40  from  William  Brush  and  a  Mare  of  a  Bnj 
C'Olor  of  the  like  Price  from  James  Pugsley  in  Amenia  Pn*ci 
and  a  (lelding  of  a  Bay  Color  of  the  Price  of  £60  from  E 
Thom{ison  in  Charlotte  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid.  (- 
victed  April  16th  1778. 

flideon  Rimpkins  of  Fredericksburgh  PnMnnct  in  the  Cou 
nforitaid  Yeoman. 
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Indicted  for  a  Barglary  in  the  House  of  Heman  King  in  Fred- 
eriikabargh  Precinct  on  the  5th  Jan'y  last.  (Convicted  April  15th 
1778. 

Jonathan  Ackerly  of  Cortlandt's  Manor  in  the  County  of  West 
Chester  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Russell  Gregory  in 
Fredericksburgh  Precinct  on  the  27th  July  last.  Convicted  April 
16th  1778. 

Indicted  also  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Stephen  Hyatt  in 
the  8aid  Precinct  on  the  27th  July  last.    Convicted  April  17th 

Daniel  Cornell  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct  aforesaid  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Solomon  Hopkins  in 
Fredericksburgh  Precinct  aforesaid.  Also  for  stealing  a  Gelding 
)f  Bay  Color  of  the  Price  of  £50  from  Johathan  Hopkins  in 
the  same  Precinct.  Both  Felonies. committed  28th  March  last  & 
the  Prisoner  convicted  of  both  April  16th  1778. 

Samuel  Jenkins  of  Philipse's  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid 
Labourer. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Jacob  Baldwin  in  Rum- 
bout's  Precinct  aforesaid  on  the  22d  Nov'r  last.  Convicted  April 
17th  1778. 


[No.  1293.] 

ALBANY  IN  A  STATE  OF  SEMI  PANIC. 

The  fforemor,  Eawever,  Promises  to  Call  Together  the  Council  of 
AppointmetU  to  Expedite  Militia  Appointments. 

April  16th  Aprill  1778. 

D>  Sir,  I  have  your  favor  (without  Date  I  Supose  of  the  13th) 
Before  me  with  the  [ ]*  Included. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  Fortifications  in  the  High  Lands 
are  in  so  Promising  a  way. 

Being  sent  for  and  now  with  the  Committee;  who  are  alarmed 
at  the  Situation  this  County  is  to  be  in  when  the  Continantle 
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Troops  (now  under  orders)  are  gone:  above  140  Prisoiuieii 
in  the  Goal  and  in  the  Fort,  Besides  a  Number  of  BrittiBh  tk 
Physical  Part  thereof  have  already  rendered  themselves  verry  Sof- 
petious  by  their  former  Conduct. 

The  Stores  inj  and  about  this  City  will  be  Left  open  to  the 
Intrigues  of  the  disaffected  who  are  Continually  Babing  the  weH 
affected,  and  should  they  be  able  to  Risque  the  Prisonners  oat  o! 
the  Goal,  and  Fort,  the  Consequence  might  be  Dreadfull.  The 
n:ilitia  Rased  under  Coll.  Beekman  (the  State  militia)  Conmstof 
about  140  Rank  and  file  all  upon  Command  (Except  19)  Either  to 
Hartford  or  on  Fetigue  Parties.  The  Committees  preparing  to 
Ki'sign  the  Business;  the  Civil  Magestrates  not  Qualified  for  want 
of  the  oath  act  and  the  militia  Law  not  yet  arrived.  From  Such 
a  Complication  of  Difficulties:  they  I  find  are  pi^eparing  to  give 
you  a  State  and  to  wait  your  Direction. 

Was  you  to  Receive  a  letter  from  the  Committe  of  Tryon  Countr 
I  Suppose  they  would  Express  their  apprehensions  in  Terms 
Eiiually  Shocking. 

I  feel  for  yon  &  know  that  you  have  Trouble  Enough  for  Six 
(lood  Head's:  was  I  able  I  would  advise  but  it  is  my  misfortDD^ 
Si^ldom  to  think  right  in  military  matters.  I  Beg  leave,  however, 
tc  Suggest  to  you  wether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  Inlist  a  parcel 
of  light  militia  (or  Rangers)  in  this  and  Trion  County  to  beiindK 
the  Direction  of  the  rommissioners  for  Detecting  Conspiracies  to 
Ih»  niarch'd  out  to  Quell  the  Tories. 

As  to  Troops  Necessary  to  bi*  kept  in  this  city  you  may  be  your 
Judge  when  yon  Call  to  mind  that  all  the  Stores  and  Prisonnerf 
nn*  b«Te. 

Mr.  Hlnar  SIh'wchI  me  your  answc^r  to  his  Petition  in  which  t«mi 
uHMition  yon  will  Exchange  Mr.  White  for  ^filler.     I  Suspect  vol 
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iade  a  mifctake  in  writing  White  when  meant  Blare,  if  so  ph»as(,' 

o  Inform  me — if  not  wether  you  mean  to  Suffer  Blaar  to  be  Ex- 

duiDged  and  the  famely  vou  will  have  in  Return.     I  Remain  Your 

rery  Humble  Sert 

Ab'm  Yates  Jun. 
His  Ex.  George  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 

D>  Sir,  As  Judge  Hobart  who  is  to  be  the  Bearer  of  this  letter 

18  to  set  out  early  in  the  Morning  for  Albany,  I  will  not  be  able 

to  answer  yonrs  of  the  16th  Instant  as  particularly  as  I  coud 

wish,  which  oblidges  me  to  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  to  your 

Mayor  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Albany  which  I  have  left 

open  and  begg  when  you  have  read  it  you  will  Seal  and  deliver  it. 

I  trust  you  will  be  of  Oppinion  that  I  have  hitherto  omitted  no 

Means  in  my  Power  for  the  Safety  of  Albany  &  the  Northern  & 

Western  Frontiers.     And  you  may  rest  assured  that  every  future 

Measare  which  may  be  in  my  Power  for  their  Safety  shall  be 

punctually  attended  to.    I  flatter  myself  you  have  at  least  the 

Oath  Bill  by  this  Wme  &  if  the  Militia  Law  is  printed  it  shall  be 

forwarded  to  yop  by  Mr.  McKesson  who  also  sets  out  for  Albany 

Tomorrow.    The  seven  hundred  Men  I  am  authorized  to  raise  for 

the  Defence  of  the  state  being  already  ordered  out  it  will  not  be 

in  my  Power  to  raise  a  Company  to  be  under  the  Commissioners  of 

Conspiracies  but  if  Greighton's  or  Alden's  Regiments  are  left  in 

Albany  it  will  not  be  so  necessary.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
rheHonble  Mr.  Yates. 

So  many  Inconveniences  arise  for  want  of  the  Militia  appoint- 
ments being  compleated,  that  1  am  constrained  to  summon  a  Coun 
il  to  meet  at  this  Place  the  first  Day  of  next  Month  for  t\\a\.  Vv\y 


pose  and  must  request  your  attendance  accordingly.  And  let  nu* 
begg  of  you  to  procure  &  bring  with  you  the  Returns  of  Tryon 
County  Militia  &  the  rem'r  of  Genl.  Tenbroeck's  Brigade.  I  wish 
you  also  to  notify  Mr.  Webster  of  this  Meeting. 

P.  S.  I  meant  to  exchange  Wliite  for  Miller  &  Blare  &  his  Fam- 
illy  for  any  other  Person  &  Faniilly  for  which  he  coud  have  aw 
Exchange  settled,  tho  I  do  not  mean  to  give  myself  much  Trouble 
about  the  Matter  as  he  is  little  entituled  to  it,  having  on  his  Way 
hither  been  guilty  of  blabing  Tory  Sentim'ts  little  becoming  a  Man   ' 
suing  for  favour. 


[No.  1294.] 

Qovernor    Clinton    Calls    Oeneral   McDougalVs   Attcntioji    to   the 

Situation. 

Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  surprized  and  alarmed  to  learn  by 
Genl.  Conway  who  is  now  with  me  &  will  deliver  you  this  that 
all  the  Continental  Troops  at  Albany  &  in  that  Quarter  are 
ordered  from  thence  this  Way,  Warner's  Regiment  at  Albany. 
&  Gansevoort's  at  Foii:  Schuyler  ex<'epted.    By  which  means  the 
large  stores  of  every  kind  which  we  have  there  &  our  Extensive 
Frontiers  will  lay  much  exposed  not  only  to  the  Common  Enemy 
who,  if  they  shoud  be  joined  by  any  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  &  the 
Contrary  is  no  ways  certain,  will  be  too  formidable  for  the 
Miltia  to  resist,  but  also  to  Internal  Enemies  who  abound  in  that   - 
Country.     I  observe  by  the  Orders  for  the  Removal  of  these- 
Troops,  Col.  James  Livingston's  Regt.  who  are  now  with  yoim 
was  to  have  continued  at  Johnstown.    Considering  this  I  an 
clearly  of  Oppinion  that  either  Alden's  or  Greighton's  Regimea*^ 
now  ordered  down  ought  to  continue  in  its  Stead  and  I  am  by  1I4 
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means  clear  that  both  might  not  be  well  employed  in  that  Quar- 
ter. There  are  above  150  State  Prisoners  confined  in  Albany 
Goal,  besides  there  are  a  Number  of  British  Invalids  at  that 
Place.  I  refer  you  to  Genl.  Conway  for  further  Parti(;ulars, 
relative  to  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  & 
begg  your  answer  as  soon  as  may  be  on  this  Subject  as  the  In- 
habitants are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  Order  for  removing  all  the 
Troops  from  Albany  on  whom  they  can  place  any  dependence. 
1  am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.a 

To  6enL  McI>oagal. 


[No.  1295.] 
CLINTOX  TO  CONWAY. 

Fear$  the  Frmiitr  Ptrjpie  WM  Jlote  t n,  InUiut  Tr^fOpn  are  Hmi  to 
Pni^Ki  Them — Pfj»iiUm  of  Food  Supply  Utpoin. 

Pook/repffie  April  ]8tfa  1778. 
Sir.  I  am  fa^oareil  with  yoar  Letters  of  the  8tfa  A  lltfa  Instant 
with  thfeir  In^o«ire».  I  am  appr^-heninre  the  Inbabifantu  tm 
the  FroAtiifrr»  of  Trjoa  Coanry  and  iM^fAhiLrj  wHl  m/#T<r  ift,  nulfitm 
tCoaqMBT  or  twi>  of  C«>ihU]ienial  Irtftji^  ntkAfzt  %t0iA  f4htfir%  zt^ 
mt  tfere  '»  ^fx  vidi  th*^  MHitia  I  have  orders  tfp  \i^  num^  im 
their  Vr^etx^yti^    I  tiTai.   -Ji*e:T^for«r.  JK/fOrr  fmall   Fart  oi  tlwr 

tier  iKr  si^r^  n  -jar  0>a:i-7  :a  ♦m-i.'.  P*r*!>':*,  *»-.mf»r  T/i.-^r^ia**^ 

I 
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of  be  au  Object  worth  the  Enemy's  attention.  I  think  no  gretlff 
Quantity  of  Provission  shoud  be  collected  and  stored  in  Albof 
than  sufficient  to  support  the  Troops  which  may  be  statioBri 
there;  whatever  more  the  Commissary  shall  have  purchaiedft 
now  lying  near  the  River  shoud  by  all  means  be  removed  to 
Places  Places  of  safety  at  a  distance  from  it  but  not  so  ftirai 
unecesarilly  to  increase  the  Cartage  when  wanted.  I  have  cat 
suited  Genl.  McDougal  who  agrees  with  me  in  Sentiments  re- 
specting this  Matter. 

I  have  directed  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  of  Trj« 
County  with  the  advice  of  the  other  Field  Officers  to  set  aboal 
raising  to  Companii^s  inunediatly  for  the  Defence  of  their  Front- 
iers &  to  point  out  to  me  such  Officers  as  will  be  the  most  proper 
to  Command  them.  It  will  give  me  Pleasure  should  Mr.  Harper 
be  one  of  them;  but  as  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  FieM 
OtTicerH  &  it  is  necessary  the  People  shoud  have  the  greatest 
Confidence  in  the  Men  appointed,  I  woud  not  wish  to  makeaoy 
apj>ointnients  until  I  have  their  answer. 

We  want  four  long  12  or  18  Pounders  for  the  Gun  Boats  at  tbii 
Place.  They  are  not  to  be  mounted  on  Trucks  but  Sliders.  W 
Major  Stevens  has  any  such  I  wish  they  may  be  ordered  down  to 
this  Place  as  I  exptM»t  the  Boats  will  be  ready  to  receive  them 
next  we(»k. 

Mr.  ITavH  the  British  Surgeon  has  not  so  complied  with  the 
R(»8olutions  of  Congress  as  to  entitle  him  to  Leave  to  Go  to  5. 
York  and  as  I  believe  him  to  be  an  artful  man,  his  anxiety  to  g^ 
in  is  a  strong  K<*ason  with  me  why  he  shoud  not  at  present. 
Indeed  it  is  not  prudent  to  suffer  any  Communication  between 
the  Country  &  City  iS:  therefore,  he  or  any  other  Penson  will  not 
1)4'  su tiered  to  pass  our  Posts  for  some  Time  to  eome.    These 
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Gentry  must  be  contented  to  rediain  in  the  Country  untill  a  genl. 

JSxcliange  takes  place.    I  am  Sir  with  great  Regard  Your  most 

Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Major  Genl.  Conway  at  Albany. 


[No.  1296.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  WRITES  ASSURINGLY  TO  BARCLAY. 

KUitia  Officers  Responsible  for  Delays — Disposition  of  the  700  Men 
to  he  Raised  for  the  Defense  of  the  State, 

Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 
Sir,  Your  two  Letters  both  dated  the  16th  Instant  were  de- 
livered to  me  this  Evening  by  General  Conway.    I  am  no  less 
snrprized  than  concerned  to  learn  that  all  the  Continental  Troops 
Warner's  Regiment  excepted  are  ordered  from  Albany  and  I 
have  this  Moment  wrote  to  Genl.   McDougal  requesting  that 
Greighton's  or  Alden's  Regiment  or  both  may  continue  with  you, 
representing  in  the  strongest  Terms  the  exposed  State  the  Stores 
in  your  City  &  and  the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  will  be 
in,  as  well  from  the  Common  Enemy,  as  the  hostile  Indian  Tribes 
&  Internal  Foes  shoud  my  Request  be  not  complied  with.    Of 
tbe  700  Men  I  was  impowered  to  raise  for  the  Defence  of  the 
State  I  have  ordered  one  Company  of  60  men  Including  Non 
Commissioned  Officers  to  be  raised  in  Charlotte  &  stationed  in 
ttat  Quarter,  two  to  consist  each  of  the  same  Number  to  be 
raised  in  Tryon  County  &  stationed  on  its  Western  Frontier,  & 
one  other  of  34  in  Schohary  to  be  stationed  in  that  Neighbour- 
•^ood,  which  I  trust  you  will  be  of  Oppinion  was  doing  as  much 
for  your  safety  as  in  my  Power.    I  have  long  since  wrote  my 
Opinion  to  tbe  Commanding  Officer  at  Albany  that  the  British 
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Prisoners  shoud  be  removed  to  the  Eastward  which  I  am  hxfff 

to  learu  from  Oenl.  Conway  has  been  done  A  that  none  M 

Invalids  not  proper  to  remove  now  remain  among  yon.    I  ban 

also  advised  the  Removal  of  the  principal  Stores  &  Hagacinci. 

The  Neglect  of  the  Militia  Officers  in  making  Returns  to  tk 

<*uuncil  of  Appointment  has  prevented  making  the  necessary  ap* 

pointments  and  has  left  the  Militia  in  the  same  bad  ConditioD 

It  has  hitherto  been  by  which  we  shall  continue  to  be  depriyed 

of  a  Btrenghth  with  which  we  ought  defy  Danger  on  any  Snddei 

Kmergency  were  it  properly  Officered  &  aranged.    Yon  may  rwt 

uMMured,  Sir,  that  I  will  continue  attentive  to  your  Safety  A  tint 

no  means  will  be  neglected  by  me  for  that  Purpose.    I  have  the 

Honor  to  be  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[O.  C] 
Worshipful  John  Barclay  Esqr. 


[No.  1297.] 
Colonel  Oraham  Hobnobs  with  Tories. 

Phillipbourrough,  Aprill  18  1778. 
II()n*d  Sir,  Since  I  Came  to  this  PoBt  several  of  our  friendi 
bildw  have  applied  to  me  for  permits  to  take  some  Creatures  foi 
tlir  support  of  their  families.  I  have  permitted  (with  the  advict 
of  fJoll.  Haramon  &  Mr.  Yongs)  some  of  them  to  pass  among  th 
Uest;  I  have  perraiitod  one  pr  of  working  Cattle  for  Olfiver  D 
Lancey,  Jun'r,  upon  his  promising  to  use  his  Interest  to  preven 
our  friends  being  Distresed  in  the  Bourrough  where  we  have  man 
valuable  ones,  which  I  have  Experienced  since  I  Came  here. 
U«Mi-ived  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Delancy  profesing  Great  frendshi 
fur  his  Country  &  the  Cause;  he  assisted  getting  a  permit  for 
iM-rNon  I  o  go  to  N(»w  York  by  my  Desire  und^  pretence  of  pr 
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Breing  gome  Necessaries  for  myself  who  Beturnd  Last  night 
rith  Intelligence  which  I  have  forward'd  to  Major  Genl.  Mc- 
>nigall.  Shall  be  very  Glad  to  know  your  Excellencies  Senti- 
Dents  on  my  Conduct  as  above  Recited.  I  am  with  Respect 
K'our  Exellen's  most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Serv't 

Morris  Graham  Coll.  M. 
BQs  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1298.] 

Cojrfotfi  Po8i  Brings  Information  in  Regard  to  an  Alleged  Tory 

Conspiracy. 

Fishkill,  April  19th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter 

from  Mr.  Erskine,  by  the  Bearer,  for  £3860  as  P  acco't  which  Mr. 

Gordon  will  exhibit.    As  I  do  not  think  myself  authorized  to 

meddle  with  it,  unless  it  be  by  your  Excellency's  Order,  I  have 

referred  him  to  you  Sir,  and  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  if 

I  have  your  Excellency's  Order,  in  Writing,  I  can  settle  it  with 

Certificates,  on  being  reimbursed  by  an  Order  on  the  Military 

Chest    I  am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your 

Vost  Obedient 

H.  Hughes. 

P.  S.  -Capt.  Post  waits  on  your  Excellency  also,  concerning  a 

^onple  of  Villians  lately  committed  to  Poughkeepsie  Goal  for 

onspiring  to  burn  the  Houses,  &  barns  at  Fredericksburg,  now 

ccupied  for  the  use  of  the  Continent.    It  seems  they  have  made 

Hne  Confessiony  or  impeach'd  each  of  them  to  Capt.  Post,  which 

aeqnainted  the  General  of,  who  requested  that  Post  might  be 

ait  for,  to  give  such  Information,  as  the  case  may  require  &  he 
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knows,  least  such  attrocious  offenders  should  escape,  and  the 

public  Stores  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  Villany.    I  am  as  before 

Your  most  Obt. 

H.E 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1299.] 
THE  WYOMING  MASSACRE. 
Evidence  to  Show  it  teas  Pkmned  as  far  Bach  as  February,  i778- 
Tory  and  Indian  Plots. 
The  Deposition  of  the  following  Persons  made  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Mamacotten  Precinct  April  the  17th  1778:  Josiah  Parki 
being  Duly  sworn,  Deposeth  and  saith :  That  about  the  midle  of 
Feb'y  I>ast  past  Cap't  John  so  Called — a  Tnskarora  Indian  wa» 
coming  thro  the  woods  to  go  to  one  Robt.  Lands  at  Cashithtown 
and  being  overtaken  with  fear,  turn'd  about  from  Said  Lands  to 
Shohaukon  and  imploy'd  one  John  Harris  to  go  to  said  Lands 
with  an  Express  of  Letters  for  said  T^and  to  go  to  York  with,  and 
soon  after  said  Land  went  off  and  is  not  yet  appeared  Home  or 
been  seen  here  since,  and  that  the  Tories  says  the  said  Land  is 
gone  to  Now  York  and  they  are  afraid  he  is  taken.    The  said  de- 
ponent  farther  saith  that  by  the  best  Information  he  can  ge* 
of  one  Dav'd  Vaneveran  of  Shohaukan  is,    That  the  Indians  anJ 
Tories  mean  to  strike   first -on     Sisqueannah   about    Wyomab 
[Wyoming]  and  take  that  place  first;  with  the  Number  of  four 
thousand  men,  and  then  come  through  to  the, North  River.    The 
same  Deponent  farther  saith  that  Francis  Elswert  told  him  no! 
to  tell  the  Damn'd  Rebels  at  Cashithtown  about  the  plot  for  feai 
they  would  move  off.    Said  Elswert  sells  provision  to  the  Indiana 
and  takes  Orders  on  the  Kings  Quarter-master  for  pay.    The  sai^ 
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pponeiit  farther  saith  that  Francis  Elswert;  Nftthan  Parks; 
arton  De  Witt;  and  Hank  Bush,  are  gone  to  the  Indians. 
The  Evidence  of  Joseph  Gordons  is  as  follows.  He  says  he 
eard  Francis  Elswert  and  Joseph  Gooding — Both  of  Shohawken 
-Say  that  they  would  Come  about  five  Weeks  hence  with  the 
Ddians  and  Tories  to  take  all  the  Wigs  at  Caahithtown, — ^Name- 
ly—Bezaleel  Tyler;  John  I^ashly;  in  short  all  the  Wigs.  And  the 
persons  which  would  not  be  hurt  that  were  Kings  men.  Viz. 
Joseph  Ross,  Nath'l  Michel,  Brian  Cain,  one  Allan,  Bobt.  Land, 
Dan'l  Skinner,  Jonas  Wood,  Haggai  Skinner.  The  said  De- 
ponent farther  saith  that  the  said  Elswert  and  Said  Gooding  are 
going  Back  and  forwards  to  the  Indians  Greatest  part  of  the 
time:  And  the  Indians  are  among  them  Great  part  of  the  time 
and  that  he  has  seen  the  Indians  among  them — they  seem  to  be 
of  one  mind  and  opininon  and  agree  very  well. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  of  the  Mamacotten  Precinct 

ind  part  of  Goshen  Precinct  that  took  the  Deposition  of  the 

iforesaid  Deponents  took  it  under  Character  of  Committee  'tho 

re  are  not  certain  wether  the  power  and  use  of  Committee  be 

lot  expired  now  the  Magistracy  has  taken  place.    Nevertheless 

re  thought  it  our  Duty  to  the  State,  as  well  as  Safety  to  our 

fives  to  take  from  under  Oath  the  Deposition  of  persons  filled 

1th  the  Greatest  Anxiety  and  fear  of  their  Persons  and  Familes 

tiling  a  Prey  to  their  worse  than  Savage  Neighbours.    And  we 

eg  Leave  to  Lay  before  your  Excellency  thiB  their  and  our  Situa- 

on  from  this  Diabolical  Plot  which  we  have  Reason  to  beleive 

or  it  is  the  opininon  of  most  of  the  Inhabitants  both  of  this  and 

range  County  about  the  Minnisink  that  our  Enemy  is  more 
13 
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foiiiii(l;ihlr  <iii(l  our  (hiiiffer  (inNiter  than  from  last  Ywips  De»ipt 
OiH-  of  i1h»  h<»|Mniriits  DiH-hutHl  on  Oath  that  3<K)  Men  wonld  not 
Im*  Kiiftlric^ni  to  tJikf*  iIhmil  so  jrreat  tht»ir  Numl»ers  and  Begdit 
to  Im*  k<*pt  SiMiTt  for  Slioniil  it  TnuiHpire  iH'fore  help  they  would 
Ur  on  ilirni  ;iih1  lis  lM*fon*  wo  ronld  Remove.  We  Beg  you  Ex 
rrllriirvH  {irre|itaii<o  .liid;x")^nt  and  Ck)n 81  deration  of  the 
Pr«»niises. 

And  iM'g  I^^ave  to  assnn*  your  F^xreUency  we  are  Devoted  to 
your  <^)niniand8. 

In  behalf  of  the  Inhat)itant8  Mentioned 

J.  R.  DWitt. 

Philip  Bwartwond. 

Benjamin  Depny. 
P(M'np«Mk  Maniarotten  |>recinet  IDth  April  1778. 
To  Mis  Kxrellenry  Ui^rge  Clinton  Esqr.,  Governor. 


[No.  laoo.] 
(irnrml  Monouijull  Not  Dispose^l  to  C(mcid4*  All  Ooremor  Clinioni 

Detnands, 

Fi«ih  Kills  19th  April  1778. 
>iir.  I  am  lionoiod  wiili  your  Favor  of  yestardaj.     The  Letter* 
I  nMM'ivod  from  ilie  ('ommander  in  rhief,  preceding  the  one  on 
whirh  your  Opiniim  was  asked  informed  me  of  VanschaickV, 
llazenV  \   Livingst(m*s  Reginu-nt    t>eing  ordered  to  this  Post. 
When  Oraton's  &  Alden's  WfM*e  ordei-od  to  repair  here,  'tis  proh 
directed  Livingston's  from  Johnstown,  was  for- 
it  Order  from  the  Board  of  war  was  founded  on 
«OD*s  im|K>rtunity  to  have  them  all  down,  with 
leation  stated  to  us.    If  I  should  be  mistaken  in 
i»  &  any  misfortune  should  happen  to  this  Pott, 
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by  the  Absence  of  those  two  Regiments,  my  Superiors  will  make 

me  answerable  for  the  Event.    I  cannot  therefore  consent  to  let 

both  those  Cori)fl  remain  at  Albany.    But  as  Livingston's  is  here, 

the  Bpirit  of  the  Order  &  the  CJondition  of  Albany  will  justify  me 

in  leaving  Alden's  Regt.  there,  till  Livingston's  can  be  sent  up. 

This  is  the  safest  Line  of  Conduct  I  can  pursue,  which  I  hope  will 

give  Satisfaction  a«  far  as  it  is  in  my  power.    I   am  Sir  your 

humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
i       His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1301.] 

General  James  Glinton  Recommends  the  Release  of  Caleb  Hyatt — 
Work  Suspended  at  West  Point. 

West  Point  19th  April  1778. 
D>  Brother,  Inclosed  you  have  a  Letter  I  rec'd  from  Col. 
Hathorn  relative  to  a  certain  Caleb  Hayett  who  was  taken  the 
^gining  of  la»t  Winter,  by  some  of  our  Guards  near  Bergen, 
when  he  says  that  he  was  leaveing  the  Enemy  and  comeing  to 
06;  as  I  belive  nothing  more  will  appear  against  him  than  what 
^  concerning  the  Crimes  he  hath  allready  comemited,  I  think 
he  had  better  be  with  hia  Family  than  where  he  is;  however  you 
will  act  as  you  Judge  best;  the  bearor  I  belive  waits  on  you  to 
try  to  have  Hayett  set  at  liberty. 

The  Militia  were  discharged  yesterday  agreeable  to  orders. 
The  Enemy  weigh'd  Anchor  on  Friday  last  about  4  O^Clock  P.  M. 
and  with  a  fair  wind  soon  went  out  of  sight.  Yesterday  our 
Guard  Boats  proceeded  down  to  Tarry  Town.  I  expect  the  earli- 
est notice  of  the  Enemy's  motions  by  them.  Our  Fort  is  now 
allnuMrt  at  a  stand  flince  the  departure  of  the  Militia*  I  hope 
yonll  not  detain  them  long;  the  different  Begts.    are    at  the 
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Redoul)t8.     My  Cornp't*  to  the  Ladies;  let  them  know  the  Chil- 

dron  are  like  to  get  well  Ihrouph  the  small  Pox.    I  have  Just  now 

heard  from  them.    I  am  Yours  Affectionatly  &c. 

James  Clinton. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1302.] 

The  Monument  to  Herkimer — The  Committee  Defers  to  Govenwr 

Clinton. 

Tryon  County  20th  of  April  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
a  Tetter  some  time  since  under  your  Signature  with  an  incloa'd 
Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the 
Memory  of  our  Lale  Brave  General,  &  also  a  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Honbl.  John  Handcock,  president  of  Congress  to  your 
P^xcellency  resi)ecting  the  same.  Our  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  thai 
<jallaut  Gentleman  seems  somewhat  aleviated  when  we  consid«'r 
the  Honour  done  his  memory  by  that  Honourable  Body. 

We  Cordially  concur  with  the  honourable  president  of  Con- 
gress in  thinking  that  such  marks  of  distinction  shewn  to  the 
memory  of  those  Heroes  which  sacrifice  their  Lives  in  the  canse 
of  their  Country  may  tend  to  animate  others  to  trend  in  their 
paths. 

We  are  highly  sensible  of  the  honour  done  us  by  your  Excel- 
lency in  Befering  to  as  the  determination  of  the  manner  &  spot  of 
ere€tJj^^^^gn!«?able  to  yotir  n  i  nnniM-Ddatioa  we  have  con* 
41  Frit^nds  of  the  General  (which  necessarily 
lJb  ftosweriiig)  &  And  it  their  opinion  to  hare 
^^Uiiw  Church  in  Connejoliarrie.  Aa  to  the 
hey  &  wi?  are  ao  little  arqttai&ted  with 
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things  of  the  kind  that  we  must  refer  it  to  the  Superior  Judgment 
of  your  Excellency  &  the  Couikcil  the  Time  &  manner  of  his 
•acrifising  his  Life  Ton  are  donbtless  acquainted  with  as  it  was 
published  in  the  News  Papers.  We  have  the  honour  of  being 
Yours  Excellencies  Most  Humble  Servants. 

By  Order  of  Committee 
Moses  Younglove,  Chairman  protemp. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1303.] 

GATES  IN  COMMAJND  OP  THE  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT. 

The  AUcfjetl  PropoMfion  o^i  the  Part  of  EnffUind  to  Recoffnlzc  fhr 
IndependnuiC  of  the  Colonial. 

York  Town  20  April  1778. 

Sir,  My  last  was  dated  3l8t  March  by  Green.  This  morning  T 
tad  the  honour  of  presenting  to  Congress  Your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  7th  Inst*  together  with  the  Proclamation  which  came  in- 
dosed — these  are  referred  to  a  special  Committee. 

Under  this  Cover  Your  Eitcellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  Inst,  for  appointing  General  Gates  to 
the  Command  of  the  whole  Northern  department  &  authorizincc 
Um  to  call  for  Militia  from  New  York  &  the  Eastern  States  Sec, 
In  the  General's  Instructions  ho.  is  directed  when  convenient  to 
confer  witli  &  take  Your  Excellency-s  advice  &  assistance. 

General  Howe  is  now  circulating  as  far  as  his  own  &  the  power 
9l  km  EmiaBaries  extend  a  Paper  said  to  have  been  received  by 
tke  Viebnuurj  Packet,  but  printed  in  Philadelphia,  'titled 

•  See  IM«M  14^-140. 
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"  Omught  of  a  Rill  (Private) 
for  declaring  the  intentions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  concerning  the  exercise  of  the  Right  of  impogio)^ 
Taxes  within  His  Majesties  Colonies  Provinces  &  PJanta- 
tions  in  North  America.'- 

'*  Draught  of  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Com- 
luissioners  with  sufficient  Powers  to  treat  consult  &  agree 
u(K>u  the  means  of  quieting  the  disorders  now  subsisting 
in  tvrtaiu  of  the  Colonies  Plantations  &  Provinces  in  North 
America.** 

**  Whereas  the  exercise  of  the  Right  of  Taxation  by  the  Par- 
liaiucut  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue  has  occasioned 
distirder.  &c. — It  is  expt^ient  to  Declare  that  the  K  &  P.  will 
uoi  imiKise  any  Duty  &c.  for  the  purpose  of  Revenue,  except 
for  the  Regulation  of  Conunerce  &c.  the  N't  produce  to  l)f 
applicil  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  in  which  the  same  shall  be 
i^^piH»tively  levitnl — Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  His 
Mjv|t'»*ty  &  authorized  to  treat  with  Body  &  Bodies  political  * 
i*or|K>rate  with  Assembly  or  Assemblies  of  men — Person  or 
IVrnons-  to  proclaim  a  Cessation  of  Hostilities —  to  suspend 
ihe  o(K^ration  of  the  Act  of  16th  Geo  3d  prohibiting  Trade  & 
luten*ourse — to  susj^end  for  time  all  the  Acts  relative  to  the 
iVlouien  passed  since  10th  febry.  1763 — to  grant  pardons  to 
Hi<v  uumtH'r  or  di^scription  of  persons  to  fill  up  Vacancies  in 
IIh*  l^lWces  of  (lovernoi's  &  Commanders  in  Chief  in  the  Col- 
OMkNi  "^  Jtc.  Ac. 
Nic  iMt  article  is  nugatory  &  must  have  arisen  from  their  ignor* 
^  IbAt  every  place  is  full. 

nut  trtMible  Your  Excellency  with  my  sentiments  on  this 
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I  differ  with  Gentlemen  who  suppose  the  performance  originated 
under  authority  in  England;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  destitute  of  the 
most  essential  marks;  if  the  MS.,  crossed  the  Atlantic  it  must 
have  been  the  production  of  a  Jacob  Henriques  or  a  Moses  Lindo. 
I  believe  it  to  be  of  Philadelphia  manufacture  probablv  under 
hints  from  the  other  side  of  the  Water  &  sent  abroad  like  a 
Sibyl's  Letter — 'tis  not  improbable  I  may  be  obtruding  a  sub- 
ject, which  befcwre  this  can  reach  Your  Excellency  will  be  known 
at  large;  be  that  as  it  may,  if  I  can  possibly  obtain  a  Copy  of  the 
whole  draught  it  shall  accompany  this  for  although  I  think  it 
should  be  treated  with  contempt — yet  not  silent  contempt — it  is  at 
present  in  the  hands  of  some  Gentlemen  who  will  exert  their 
Talents  in  stricturizing. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  heard  of  the  sei)eration  of  the  Coni- 
miiwioners  for  estahlishing  a  Cartel,  the  conduct  &  determinations 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  appearcnl  on  our  part  is  highly  applainh^l 
hy  Congress, — will  do  themst*lves  honour  &  our  Cause,  servicer  I 
have  the  honour  to  he  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  n^gaid  Sir  Your 
Excellency's  obedient  &  most  Iiuul  Serv't 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congr(»ss. 
Hia  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

In  Congress  April  irith  1778. 
Besolvedy  That  General  Gates  be  directed  forthwith  to  re]>air  to 
Fiiih  Kill  on  Hudson's  River  and  take  the  Command  of  all  the 
Troops  whieh  now  are,  or  shall  be  collected  and  stationcnl  at  the 
Posts  on  that  River,  and  in  the  whole  Northern  Department ;  and 
immediately  take  effectual  measures  to  secure  the  Communicatiou 
with  the  Eastern  States  by  maintaining  the  Possession  of  Hud- 
ton's  RiTer;  and  for  that  Purpose,  that  he  be  empowered  to  pro- 
vide rach  a  Nomber  of  Oallies,  Gunboats,  Firerafts,  C^hains,  Cas- 
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HGons  and  Chevaux-de-frize,  and  eriect  such  Furtifiealious  hh  hu 
may  judge  necessary,  taking  care  that  the  Fortifications  be  not 
too  extensive;  and  alsj  to  carry  on  Operations  against  the  Enemy 
if  any  favorable  occasions  should  offer. 

That  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  Execution  the  Purposes  afore- 
mentioned, General  Gates  be  authorised  to  call  for  Militia  and 
artificers  from  the  States  of  New-York,  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
sets  Bay,  and  New  Hampshire,  and  in  case  the  Eliemj  shall  evac- 
uate Rhode-Island,  from  that  State  also.  And  it  is  hereby  earn 
estly  recommended  to  the  said  States  to  afford  every  assistance  iii 
their  Power,  as  well  in  sending  forth  their  militia  in  such  Num- 
bers and  for  such  time  as  General  Gates  shall  think  proi)er,  as  in 
furnishing  artificers,  materials  and  other  Necessaries  for  fortify- 
ing and  obstructing  the  said-  Kiver. 

That  General  Gates  be  dircM-ted  from,  time  to  time  to  afford 
ev(Ty  assistance  in  his  Power,  in  forwarding  the  Draughts  and 
oilier  Reinforcements  destined  for  the  main  army. 

Messrs.  Gonverneur  Morris  of  New  York,  Francis  Dana  of 
Massachusetts  and  William  Duer  of  New  York  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  draft  of  instructions  for  General  Gates. 


[No.  ia04.] 

THE  DIFFKJUIjT  MILITARY  PliGBLEM  AT  ALBANY. 

Qeneral  McDougalVs  Specific  Orders  to  Oeneral  Conway  in  Regard 
to  the  Disposition  of  His  Force. 

Head  Quarters  Fish-Kills  April  2l8t  1778. 

Sir,  The  imi>ortant  Stores  at  Albany;  and  the  present  State  of 

the  works  on  Hudson*s  River  will  not  give  them  Security.     And 

the  bringing  down  Graton's  and  Aldcm's  Regiments  to  these  Posts 
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"t  expose  the  Stores  of  various  Kinds  in  that  City,  tliat  it  is 
'ii<*nt  now  to  remove  those  Corps  to  the  Highlands.  These 
{••rations  together  with  tlie  apprehensions  from  the  Indians 
•iher  Emissaries  of  the  Enemy  render  it  necessary  for  the 
:il  Service,  that  you  repair  to  Albany;  to  pursue  the  measures 
i  I  mended  by  the  Board  of  warr  respecting  Colonel  Warner's 
uient  and  Whitcomb's  Rangers,  as  well  as  to  take  the  Gom- 
\  I  here,  untill  Congi-ess  shall  order  an  OflBcer  for  that  Depart- 
:  For  I  am  not  advised  whether  its  their  Intention  to  keep 
Northern  Department  separate  from  this  or  not.  But  the 
liar  Circumstances  of  that  part  of  the  Country  and  the  public 
"s.  obliges  mo  to  give  this  attention  to  them,  altho  it  deviates 
I  ihe  strict  I/eiter  of  tlie  Orders  of  the  Board  of  warr;  least  I 
lid  be  charged  with  Want  of  Discretion  to  the  genenil  Con- 
8  of  the  Continent;  Altho  my  present  Force  demands  the 
•stance  of  those  Corps.  You  will  please  to  take  the  most  effec- 
measures  to  call  in  the  Oflicers  and  men  of  those  two  Regi- 
%  and  not  suffer  any  Furlouglis  to  be  given  to  eitlier,  but  in 
A  of  the  most  urgent  Necessity.  If  any  Emergency  should 
»  which  will  render  it  necessary,  to  detach  for  the  lielief  of 
Schuyler;  or  to  make  small  outposts,  it  must  be  done  from 
nel  Alden's  Regiment,  as  if  Colonel  Livingston's  was  abov(»; 
[lis  Corps  was  ordered  h(»re  by  the  Commander  in  chir»f  and 
red  before  the  last  arrangement  to  detain  it  at  Jo1in.s-Town. 
nel  Graton's  will  be  kept  at  Albany  and  in  Readiness  to  em- 
;  or  march  here  as  Occasion  shall  require  on  the  shortest 
oe.  At  all  Events  Colonel  Uraton's  uiust  not  be  sent  fr4»m 
mj  onleaa  its  ordered  to  the  Highlands.  From  the  Informa- 
;  re  me  of  the  lax  manner  in  whii-li  Provision  and  Uum 

)nt  at  Albany  and  the  Posts  above,  I  must  beg  your 
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alteulion  to  remove  those  abuses,  as  farr  as  it  shall  be  in  vour 
power.  It  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  Defence  of  the  Conntir, 
should  the  Enemy  make  any  Excursion  into  it,  to  consult  in  Time, 
with  the  Officers  of  the  militia,  and  those  who  are  well  acquainted 
in  the  Country,  where  it  will  be  proper  to  assemble  and  order  the 
different  Corps  of  Militia,  as  Occasion  shall  require. 
(Copy) 
Major  General  Conway. 


[No.  1305.] 
Thomas  Palmer  Asks  for  a  License  for  Captain  Pinkham  to  Export 

Com. 

Sir, — The  Bearer  hereof,  Capt.  Paul  Pinkham,  of  the  Island  of     I 
Nantucket  came  into  thia  Country  with  Mr.  Caleb  Coffin  in  the 
year  1774,  and  Continued  Trading  in  this  Country  that  year  and 
the  ye«jir  75,  at  which  Time  I  became  perfectly  Acquainted  with 
him  and  his  political  Sentiments^  which  at  that  time  were  very 
friendly  to  the  Liberties  of  America.     He  will  Inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  he  has  a  Vessel  with  a  Small  Cargo  of  Salt  in  Norfolk 
IIart)our   in   Connecticut    which   on   acc't  of  an   Imbargo  law 
against  the  Transportation  of  Provision  of  any  kind  out  of  that 
HUiU"  he  is  Oblidged  to  apply  to  this  Slate  to  Barter  the  Same  for 
Provisions  Such  as  flour  &c.     Uis  Coming  by  water  (however 
lion(*Ht)  may  Cause  Suspitions;  it,  then»fore,  would  be  rather  Im- 
prudent for  any  C'ommissioner  to  Licence  him  to  Carry  out  flour 
lilt  ho  he  Should  Bring  in  the  Salt.     I  am  of  Opinion  that  in  Such 
VMm*  it  ought  to  be  by  Spt»ckal  Licence  from  your  Excellency.     He 
liiin  therefore  Requested  me  (as  he  is  a  Stranger)  to  write  to  your 
K^eeMency  in  his  Behalf.     I  have  mentioned  above  what  I  know 
s4  till  Penioual  ^Jharracter — and  by  the  papers  in  hit  Hands  I 
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^lieve  his  Design    is  honest.    Besides   your  Excellency   will 

tatorally  Conceive  that  our  Friends  on  that  Island  mast  (from 

:heir  Bitoation)  be  in  great  Necessaty  for  Provisions.    I  am  with 

Due  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  &  most  humble 

Serv't 

Thos.  Palmer. 
New  Burgh  21st  April  1778. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1306.] 

THE  ESCAPE  OF  WALTER  BUTLER. 

Colonel  Vroaman  PairioiioaUy  Raises  His  Quota  for  the  Defence  of 
the  StaUy  and  Starts  After  the  Exempts. 

Albany  2l8t  Aprill  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  just  now  applied  to  by  Coll.  Vrooman  for  an  Ex- 
planation on  that  part  of  your  order  Dated  the  6th  Instant. 
After  you  have  Said  that  the  men  are  to  be  Entiteld  to  Con- 
tiDantle  pay  and  Rations  yon  Refer  him  for  the  Bounty  to  an  act 
iDtiteld  "  an  act  for  Rasing  Seven  hundred  men  to  be  Employed 
IB  the  Defence  of  this  State." 

He  will  not  be  able  to  finish  the  Rasing  the  men  (or  reather  he 
will  not  be  able  to  lievy  the  Tax  on  the  Exempts)  Untill  he  has 
Copy  of  that  Law  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  favour  him  with — 
be  Bays  he  has  the  men  Ncariy  Engaged  and  Expects  that  in  a 
Day  or  two  after  he  Receives  the  act  he  will  have  the  men  Com- 
pleat  He  Recommends  Lt.  Johannes  Diets  for  the  Officer  agre- 
tble  to  year  Directions.  He  also  Stands  much  in  Need  of  the 
MiHtimLaw. 
News  we  have  none,  Except  a  Disagreable  Tale  about  tU^ 
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SL.vf^  'i  ^iJ"-  3u":*rr*  who  went  off,  I  thinck,  a  Saturday  Nij:bi. 
...ii    It-   '»r  -^tr  i::ain  it  would  be  a  Lucky  Circumstance  bnt  I 
..I  tiiuia   1  vli  ni>t  be  the  Case.     My  Compliments  to  Mrs,  GIU- 
11  .>:    lit:-  ml  Lddy.     I  Remain  Your  very  Ham'e  S't 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jun. 

\«r»Uiirx   «.Fa>rjrf  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1307.] 
p.  mf'd  M.'Douijall  Sorely  Troubled  Orer  Military  Perpkxitk*. 

Fish  Kill  April  22d  1778. 

\-.i-  S:-,  I  was  lionoird  with  your  favor  of  the  19th  curn»nt 

•  .    t-  »MUiTaI  S4hylor's  Ix»tt(»r  and  others  for  Congrops  &c. 

'  •  M'   w^To  t\>r warded  ycstriday.     1  have  detennined  to  send 

:.     i\-rj\\.»y   10  Albany  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  in- 

.  ...x*l  .o['v  of  his  orders.     If  any  accident  IIapp<«ns  to  the«» 

.  X  N.  'M.\   r-o|uuaiion  will  he  ruined,  and    if   the   stores   above, 

■\  .    .  .    »:■■■■. -I    N't.»Ti;fd  to  a  particularly   brutal   type  of  man.    He  irap  the  wc  «'f 

I  J.I   *'.u\-r    who.   at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  ef  fluy 

.  .  ■,    •-•t^.:i    vV'.iv.ty    MiUtIa   Kcginicnt.    Col.    Marlnun   Willett.    who   was  nanr4 

t.  .  N«    'ht  liidlnnx.   becaui*o  of  the  rapidity  and  success  of  all   his  moT«' 

-ti  .u.  .otM^a.  «ith  Major  Storkwrll.  tn  passing  through  the  enemy's  lines  iDd 

.. .    .     s  11.   >'\'H  Sv-buvlor.  and  covered  Bome  forty  or  fifty  miles,  through  swamps  and 

s  ■  ..   missIh     ".\  onlfT  to  reach  Fort  Dnyton.   which  was  then  commanded  by  Cnl. 
\%     ..  ■     wiMvii    !••<«! •nuc  that  Gen.  Schuyler  had  ordered  Generals  Arnold  and  Larnrd 
„     I   .   \i  I..I.  Ni>«i"t«  hrUndo  to  the  rolit'f  of  Col.  Ganscvoort.  who  was  beleaguorrd  ii 
-,    .    .-iii^i-*!   T>\   Si    I.«*»:or.  Rtartod  for  Albany  in  order  to  meet  General  Arnold,  who 
„  .      ..     ......Ill  '.I  '!i.*  rrlli'f  expedition. 

i>,,  .  ,«  'II  i*v-.i'ii.-i<.  n  nivret  mectinR  of  Tories  gathered  at  the  residence  of  a  Mr. 
.,  ,  i\.  ■  «'■«•  *'.i»l  l««t«l  »  r<»minisslon  und<»r  George  III.  Weston  pnimptly  drt.n-hM 
,      ,  .■     t. 'Ji    .'•    i'»»i«i»i*  who  surrounded  tho  promlscH  and  captured  every  one  of  ihe 

,   ,., \iitiM<   ihfiii   w.is   liirutcniint   Walter   liuM'^r.    who   with   fourtet/n   mlnt^ 

,,„  ...    ,1    ^i    I  ...II  H  ;iiiiiy  iind  n  siniilnr  number  of  Ini1lHii8.  had  gont*  among  his  "14 

It  thi'  iti'rMiiiii   PtattH  tn  persundc  thi'm  to  Jnin  the  King's  ft*ri'<>R.  th>'ii 

,^    ,    ^     ,.„  ,     -.  ii«itii>i       \i    Mj''    monuMif    th<'    AnnTJi^an    troops    entrrrd.     I)ntli-r    »  "• 

I    ,^.     „^    J    « (••li«ii|    tiiii.ingiin.    Arnold   re»::i'd**d   him   an   a   >»py   nnd   ordered   a   r«»iift 

.,    „!,,   I,   wiilrit  iif!l«lalcd  as  .Indcf    Advocati*.     Unflor  nirts  convicted  nml  -•■- 

,1  ,,.  .1.  till     l>ni  iiwiiiR  to  the  Influence  of  a  large  number  of  offlcem  who  h.id  met 

'   .,   «'ii»    •••    ««  «'«    '•«»•'*'"'»!  '"^'  n*  Albany,   lils  life  ^na  sp.irrd  by  n  reprieve     Hutlrr 

i.*s..ii  »«•    \ii'i«ii\    =i»m!  riosely  gunrded.  until  th«'  following  spring,   when   In  ronse- 

,,   I,,.,  Ill  iir.iirli.  iiMil  through  the  inlJui'uee  i>f  many  Tory  friends  of  the  Hullrr 

'"'  jj     ^  »^  I,  iiiaiKiiiil  to  n  private  resldenre.  where  he  gave  his  imroie.     From  ihi* 

*"*•».    •»•■■•  I ""''^   '"  ctriipi'.   thrnugh  treachery,   It   was  alleged,   as  the  guards 

"  .'*  '  \  ^  ,,,  1,1,,,^  iihii  fell  asleep  from  the  effects  of  over  indulgence  In  intuxieallug 
^.H-  '*^'*'  j^^^  ^  rarer r  of  bloodshed  unparalleled  In  the  history  of  the  Westers  Ileml- 
^**'^^'  ^M  iliol  by  an  Indian  friendly  to  the  Americans  and  scalped 

"V^'^'  '-v  mmrey^mercy  that  he  was  never  known  to  bestow  npoo 

"^"^  a  hta  haada.— Statb  Historian. 

'Ift 


which  are  very  capital,  should  bo  destroyed,  if  1  suffered  the 
Troofis  to  come  down  I  would  be  Censured.    In  short,  my  situa- 
tion in  this  command  make  me  exceedingly  miserable^  and  I  fear 
will  end  in  my  destruction.    If  leisure  permits  I  wish  to  see  you 
on  some  late  intelligence  of  a  very  imi>ortant  nature,  from  New 
York.     It  is  with  reluctance  I  send  you  the  Prisoners  mentioned 
in  tbe  inclosures,  but  our  Prevost's  Guard  is  full.    Time  will  only 
permit  ihe  to  add  that  I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  H'ble 

^errant 

Alez'r  McDougall. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1308.] 

(hvemor  Clinton  RepoHs  to  Washington  the  Danger  and  Uncovered 
Condition  of  Albany. 

Poukeepsie  April  22d  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Tho'  the  removal  of  a  considerable  Part  of  the  Troops 
that  were  stationed  at  Albany  to  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  ap- 
peared to  be  a  Measure  ex|)edient  and  absolutely  necessary,  I  am 
nevertheless  very  apprehensive,  that  the  withdrawing  all  the 
Troops  from  that  Quarter  (Gansovoort's  and  Warner's  Regiments 
excepted)  which  I  learn  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  to  be  the 
Case  may  be  attended  with  bad  Consequences,  esi>ecially  while 
the  Disposition  of  several  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  if  not  known  to 
be  hostile,  is  at  least  very  doubtful,  and  from  our  weak  State 
there  may  be  fixed  against  us.  We  have  large  quantities  of 
Htores  of  every  kind  in  Albany  and  its  vicinity.  The  Enemy  are 
not  without  some  Troops  in  Canada.  They  are  Masters  of  the 
I^keSy  and  should  they,  aided  by  the  Indians,  be  disposed  to  make 
Iscnndom  into  this  Btate,  they  might  do  us  infinite  Misc'hief  be- 
fore A  force,  snfficient  to  oppose  them,  could  be  collected. 
Otueroort's  Begimeat  is  atationnry,  and  Warner'a,  ^ealk  uiiQ^ 
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ciplined  and,  as  General  Conway  informs  mc^  unarmed;  The 
Militia,  therefore,  is  all  we  have  to  rely  on,  and  they  consider 
themselves  as  deserted  &  are  already  moving  in,  and  leaving  the 
most  fertile  Parts  of  the  Country  uninhabited.  That  Depart- 
ment being  also  without  any  particular  Person  to  command  in  it 
contributes  greatly  to  the  Discouragement  of  the  Inhabitants.  I 
have  ordered  out  about  300  militia  in  that  Quarter,  but  the 
Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  are  so  very  extensive  that  this 
small  force  must  necessarily  be  much  divided.  I  am  with  great 
Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  &  very  humble  Serv't 

Qeo.  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


[No.  1309.] 

AN  ALARMING  REPORT  FROM  WHITE  CREEK. 

Colonel  WilHams  Expects  a  Sortie  from  the  Enemff — Weakness  of 
his  Cotmnand  in  Men  and  Ammunition, 

Head  Quarters  Albany  April  22d  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  have 'just  received  a  Letter 
from  Collo  .Williams  who  commands  at  White  Creek  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a  True  Copy,  &  by  the  Express  returning  have  sent 
him  the  Powder  &  Lead  according  to  his  desire.  Collo.  Warner's 
Regiment  from  Bennington  arrived  here  this  day,  it  consists  of 
140  effective  Men.  This  I  send  by  Express,  &  beg  to  know  as 
soon  as  {>08sible  your  advice  upon  the  matter — ^if  Genl.  Conway 
is  at  the  Highlands,  ploaso  to  acquaint  him  with  this  Intelligence, 
&  a  Return  of  his  necessary  Orders  upon  the  Occasion.  I  am  Bir 
Your  Excellen<!y'«  most  obedient,  most  humble  Serv't 

Jotham  Loring,  Collo.,  Command't. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  High  liands. 
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White  Creek  April  22d  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  just  favored  with  the  Bight  of  a  Line  from  Major 
Allen  who  commands  a  party  of  one  H\indred  Men  belonging  to 
the  Grants  and  about  12  miles  from  Ticonderoga  la^t  Saturday 
about  10  O'clock  in  the  Forenoon.  Also  an  Officer  infonns  me 
it  may  be  depended  on  that  there  will  be  700  of  the  Enemy  in  this 
Town,  by  Saturday  night.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  bound 
not  to  divulge  the  Informer,  but  he  was  certain  it  may  be  de- 
pended on,  &  as  my  Informant  is  to  be  depended  on  I  imagine  we 
may  expect  them. 

My  Regiment  is  now  under  arms  &  about  to  raise  the  70  men 

ordered  to  range  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Country — but  it  will  be 

^  mpossible  to  get  them — ^There  being  so  many  moved  off  by  rea- 

«^n  of  no  Succours  on  the  Frontiers.    However  we  must  do  the 

^8t  we  can.    I  shall  go  out  with  a  Party  to  recconoitre  to  mor- 

TOW  and  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  hear  in  a  few  days  of  our 

Proceedings. 

I  could  wish  some  Troops  might  be  ordered  up  with  all  Speed 
or  we  must  innevitably  fall  a  Victim  to  the  Enemy  as  it  is  a  Sea- 
son of  the  year  we  cannot  possibly  move  off  with  that  Expedition 
it  will  require  if  the  Enemy  should  come  down — and  what  is  still 
worse  there's  a  scarcity  of  Ammunition  amongst  ub — therefore 
must  beg  you  would  immediately  send  me  100  lb.  of  Powder  & 
300  lb.  of  Lead  by  the  Bearer,  and  I  will  be  answerable  for  the 
Like  Quantity  till  we  can  receive  it  from  the  State,  &  beg  you 
w'd  forward  a  Coppy  of  this  to  his  Ex<»ellency  Governor  Clinton 
with  all  Speed.    I  am  Sir  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Your  most 

obed't  humb'e  Serv't 

Jno.  Williams,  Collo. 

To  the  Commanding  officer  at  Albany. 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Originial. 
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[No.  1310.] 

Proclamation  from  Congress  for  the  Reclamation  of  Those  Who  Hatt 
Been  Traitors  to  the  United  States. 

In  Congress,  April  23, 177& 

Whereas,  Persuasion  and  Influence,  the  Example  of  the  De- 
luded or  Wicked,  the  Fear  of  Danger,  or  the  Calamities  of  War, 
may  have  induced  some  of  the  Subjects  of  these  States  to  join, 
aid  or  abet  the  British  Forces  in  Amerioo,  and  who,  tho'  now 
desirous  of  returning  to  their  Duty,  and  anxiously  wishing  to  be 
received  and  reunited  to  their  Country,  may  be  deterred  by  the 
Fear  of  Punishment:  And,  whereas,  the  People  of  these  States 
are  ever  more  ready  to  reclaim  than  to  abandon,  to  mitigate  than 
to  increase  the  Horrors  of  War,  to  pardon  than  to  punish  Offend- 
ers: I 

RESOLVED,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  to  pass  Laws,  or  to  the  Executiye  Authority 
of  each  State,  if  invested  with  sufficient  Power,  to  issue  Procla- 
mations, offering  Pardon,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under  such 
Limitations  and  Bestrictions  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  to 
such  of  their  Inhabitants  or  Subjects,  as  have  levied  War  against 
any  of  these  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  Ehuemy, 
and  shall  surrender  themselves  to  any  Civil  or  Military  OiBcer 
of  any  of  these  States,  and  shall  return  to  the  State  to  which  they 
may  belong  before  the  10th  Day  of  June  next.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  good  and  faithful  Citizens  of  these  States  to  re- 
ceive such  returning  Penitents  with  Compassion  and  Mercy,  and 
to  forgive  and  bury  in  Oblivion  their  past  Failings  and  Trans- 
gressions. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHABLES  THOMSON,  Secretaiy. 
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[No.  1311.] 

TO  PROTECT  THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

PeiUion  from  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Towns  to  the  Oovernor 
to  Send  Troops  to  Their  Aid — Governor  Clinton^s  Reply. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York  Captain  General  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Same  &c.  &e. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  and  Cambridge 
Districts  Hnmbly  Sheweth, 

That  Your  Petitioners  in  order  to  be  out  of  the  Power  of  the 
Enemy  did,  when  the  army  Under  Genl.  Burgoyne  penetrated 
Into  the  Country,  Remove  from  their  Habitations  with  Such  of 
their  Effects  as  they  Could  Convey;  that  Immediately  after  the 
Convention  Between  Genl.  Gates  and  General  Burgoyne,  Such  of 
Your  Petitioners  as  Were  in  a  Situation  so  to  do,  Retumd  to 
their  Plantations,  that  others  of  them  are  but  lately  Returnd, 
that  all  of  them  are  now  Engaged  in  Preparing  to  Cultivate  their 
farms,  for  the  Subsistance  of  their  families  out  of  the  Produce, 
and  for  the  Support  of  the  armies  out  of  what  they  may  Have 
to  Spare;  that  as  all  the  troops  are  Drawn  away  from  the  North- 
em  Communication,  Your  Petitioners  are  Exposed  to  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  Savages  and  their  more  Savage  abetters,  the  British 
troops  and  Tories  from  Canada,  that  Your  Petitioners  have 
Great  reason  to  Exi>ect  that  the  Enemy  will  Commit  deprada- 
tiona  on  them,  and  that  if  they  are  Under  the  necessity  of  Guard- 
ing the  Frontiers,  Their  farms  must  lay  waste  and  their  familys 
Exposed  to  Inevitable  want  and  the  Greatest  distress. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  Humbly  pray  that  Your  Ex- 
cellency Will  take  Speedy  and  Effectual  measures*  for  their  Re- 
lief by  Sending  a  Body  of  Troops  to  Skensborough,  Fort  George 
14 
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and  Jesups  Pattent,  the  Two  former  will  be  able  to  protect  the 
Western  Distrects  of  Challotte  County,  and  the  Eastern  &  North- 
ern Distrects  of  the  County  of  Albany  Whilst  the  letter  Will 
Cover  the  Western  part  of  Saratoga  Distrect  BalUtown,  and  the 
North  Eastern  part  of  Tryon  County,  Your  Pefititi<mera  Humbly 
apprehend  That  the  propriety  of  their  Bequest  is  so  Evident  that 
it  will  Claim  Your  Exeellencys  Berious  attention  and  that  the 
Prayer  thereof  will  be  Granted  and 

Your  Exeellencys  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Bhall  Ever 
Pray: 

George  Palmer,  Job  Wright,  Dlrck  Swart,  Eben'r  Marvii^ 
Haz:  Schuyler,  Joseph  Row,  Daniel  Parke,  Gideon  Moor,  Petei 
Van  Wort,  Elias  Bower,  Ezra  Buell,  Isaac  Doty,  Titos  Mereman 
Edey  Baker,  Danl.  Dickinson,  Charles  Moore,  Jno.  Mohaneci, 
Samuel  Bacon,  Alex'r  Baldwin,  Jabez  Morehouse,  Holton  Duo- 
ham,  Abner  Fuller,  John  Fish^  Gideon  Bowdish,  Benjamin  Fisb, 
Jno.   Younglove,   Isaiah   Younglove,   Morgan   Powell,   William 
Powell,    Benaiah   West,   James   Hagemen,   Lawrence   Burdam, 
Robert  Cowan,  Julius  Collins,  Edmund  Wells,  Edmund  Wells 
Jun'r,  Walter  Rawley,  John  Pettet,  James  Cowan,  John  Morison, 
John   Morison,   Jun'r,   James   Morison,   Jur.,   Samuel   Morison, 
James  Cowden,  John  Clark,  James  Morison,  the  third.,  Tho8. 
Morison,  Jur.,  Abenezer  Basey,  Abenzer  Seley,  James  Morison 
Sener,  James  S.  Cowden,  Samuel  Cowden,  John  Duncan,  Thos^ 
Morison,  John  Scott,  Robt.  (iillmore,  Wm.  Clark,  Wm.  Clark^ 
Jun.,  Joseph  Wells,  Gersham  Woodworth,  William  Woodworth  - 
Saml.  Chirk,  John  McClung,  Elisha  Wadsworth,  David*  Slarrtt. 
Elisha  Allen,  David  Allen,  Esek  Whipple,  Phineas  Whiteside^ 
Jacob    Benson,   John    Benson,    Bildad   Benson,   Josbna   CobK~ 
Ebenezer   Patrick,  John   Thompson,   Ebeneaser  Cobb,   WiUiasn 
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Patrick,  John  Reis,  Josiah  Benjamin,  Samuel  Norton,  Joal  Cook, 

James  Norton,  Jno.  Boyd,  Jur.,  Simeon  Barber,  Beuben  Wright, 

John  Hunter,  Daniel  Cambell,  Thomas  Ballard,  Asel  Norton, 

John  Neilson,  Edward  Pinel,  Solomon  Cambell,  George  Hunter, 

RliHha  Andrus,  Thoma  Man»fild,  Rial  Nevland,  Jeseph  Munger, 

Ezekiel  Sayles,  Stephen  Sayles,  Edward  Hysted,  Simeon  Boler, 

Gabriel   Strang,  Amos  Woodworth,   Timothy   Edwards,  Peter 

Clements,    James    Seoly,    Ahab    Sayles,    Jabos    Tuttle,  Philip 

Monger,  Abner  Scidmore,  Solomon   Scidmore,  Increase  Child, 

Joseph  Seely,  Mordcai  Sayles,  John  Scidmore,  John  Scidmore, 

Jar.,  Zopher  Scidmore,  Abijah  Tuttle,  Jonas  Titus,  Philip  Rog«rs, 

Jur.,  Salvenus  Dunkan,  Philip  Ingersol. 


1 


Poughkeepsie  April  24th  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  the  Petition  signed  by  you  &  others  the 
Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  &  Cambridge  Districts.  You  must  be 
sensible  that  I  have  no  other  force  under  my  command  but  the 
militia  of  the  state;  that  to  send  a  Body  of  Troops  to  be  stationed 
at  the  several  Places  you  mention  &  to  give  equal  Protection  to 
every  other  Quarter  which  may  be  in  like  manner  exposed  to  the 
incursions  of  the  Enemy,  would  be  altogether  out  of  my  Power, 
nnless  I  was  to  call  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  into  the  field. 
The  Legislature  passed  a  Law  for  raising  700  men  for  the  Defence 
^^  the  State,  a  due  proportion  of  which  I  have  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  Charlotte  &  Tryou  Count i<*s  &  at  Seholiarie;  the  Residue 
^^  the  Southern  Parts  of  the  Stale  where  the  Inhabitants  axe 
D^uch  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  P^nemy  from  New  York 
tits  neighbouring  Posts;  and  I  have  exempted  all  those  Regim'ts 
^m  Drafts  to  fill  up  the  (continental  Regiments  in  order  that 
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they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  defend  themselves.  I  was 
sensible  notwithstanding  that  the  withdrawing  all  the  Troops 
from  the  Northern  Department  would  leave  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  too  much  exposed.  I  there^ 
fore  wrote  to  Genl.  Washington  on  the  Subject  &  have  prevailed 
on  G^nl.  McDougall  to  permit  Greighton's,  Alden's  &  Warner's 
Begts.  to  remain  for  the  present  where  they  are,  and  I  trust,  thip 
force  with  the  Spirited  exertions  of  the  militia  will  give  you 
secunty  against  the  small  force  that  the  Enemy  can  send  against 
you.  I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  keep  large  bodies  of  the 
militia  out  in  the  field  as  this  would  prevent  the  cultivation  of 
our  Lands  &  much  distress  the  Inhabitants.  The  Cont'l  Troops 
&  the  Companies  I  have  ordered  to  be  raised  will  be  sufficient 
to  guard  the  Frontiers  ag't  small  Parties  or  oppose  any  sudden 
Incursion  &  if  the  Enemy  should  come  with  greater  force  they 
must  of  course  move  slow,  and  afford  Time  for  the  militia  to  be 
collected,  which  the  command'g  Officer  on  such  occasions  is  em- 
powered to  do  without  wait-g  for  further  orders. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  every  Succour  &  Protection  which  I 
can  give  you  will  at  all  times  be  afforded  &  that  1  will  be  atten- 
tive to  your  Safety.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

Dirck  Swali:  Esqr.  &  others  Inhabit's  of  Saratoga  &  Cambridge 
Districts. 


[No.  1312.] 

A   Bartering   Transaction  Involving  Flour  and  Sait  and   What 

Followed. 

Sir,  The  Committee  of  this  District  sometime  last  winter  pur- 
chased a  Quantity  of  wheat  which  was  manufactured  Into  Flower, 
and  Bartered  for  Salt,  for  the  Inhabitants  of  part  of  the  Digtrict 
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ttd  are  now  under  the  necessity  of  troubleing  your  Excellency 

i>r  a  permit.    The  Salt  is  laying  beyond  the  State  Line,  and  the 

>ter8on  who  made  the  CJontract  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  removd, 

intill  a  permit  is  obtained  for  the  Flower.    Our  Inhabitants  are 

ireatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  that  necessary  article  having 

pat  their  whole  dependance  on  the  above  mentioned  Salt.    The 

Qaantity  of  Flower  is  400  Barrels.    Your  Excellencies  comply- 

•Bce  with  their  request  will  much  oblidge  your  friend  and  humb'e 

Hcrv't 

Robt.  V'n  Rensselaer. 
Claverack  April  24th  1778. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1313.] 
COLONEL  JOHN  WILLIAMS  CHANGES  HIS  TONE. 

Ko  Cause  for  his  Alarming  Letter  of  April  22nd — Danger  to  the 

Frwiiiers — A   Disappearing   Militia — His   Appeal   to   Governor 

Clinton. 

White  Creek,  April  25th  1778. 

Hon'd  Sir,  Yesterday  I  returned  with  my  Regiment  from  near 
Bckeensbrongh.  The  reason  of  my  March  I  mentioned  to  you  in 
mj  last.  It  appears  the  alarm  arose  from  Major  Allen's  Party 
deaning  out  their  Arms  after  being  out  in  the  wet,  a  Gentlemau 
bapen*d  at  the  time  to  be  in  the  rear  &  hering  the  Fireing,  took  it 
to  be  an  Engagement  with  the  Enemy,  and  alarm'd  the  People  in 
the  Frontiers,  and  it  gives  nie  IMeajsure  to  Inform  you  that  the 
people  never  so  Universally  Turned  out  sf>  weJl  before. 

Bj  the  beat  Information  There  is  Two  of  the  Enemies  Ships  at 
Tfeoaderogay  but  no  Troops  have  as  yet  T-»anded.  However  by 
Certain  Bintiligenee  which  I  have  Procured  from  the  Commis- 
to  Detect  Conspiracies,  and  some  of  the  Disaffected,  we 
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:\ljv  ex^H-.T  TL»f  Followinj:  Plan  is  the  Enemies  Design.  Ill 
Ft  viDv  are  to  i»resent  thenuselTes  in  the  Frontiers  in  order  !• 
Kv.eive  thr  l^isaffected  that  will  Joyn  them  and  then  reinrntl 
St.  John's  and  as  ?c»on  as  the  militia  are  returned  home,  thpjiif 
tlivr.  to  Rfturn  and  Penetrate  into  the  Conntry  by  Parties  in oi4f 
!.►  r^^tect  a.s  many  as  they  Can,  and  return,  Then  to  remain  Qo»«^ 
vM  the  ^ibiI»iDp  comes  up  the  North  River  at  which  timetbeh- 
di.ins  are  t«>  be  lei  loose  upon  Our  Families,  and  to  Bnrn  ui 
iK'srruy  all  th«'y  can.  In  the  first  Instant  it  seems  to  be  thar 
!>•  sijin.  for  as  Soon  as  the  Ships  api>ear'd  Some  of  the  Disaffeftel 
wont  of  to  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  Capt.  Barn's  Company  goes  oi 
1::  S^Mwly.  Tb»'  A^ t  I  was  Refer'd  to  in  your  Letter  Respected 
:hr  Kaisini:  ili»*  in»n  I  have  not  been  furnished  with.  The  Two  ; 
LitiiTeiiaiits  ar»-  apiMMiitiil  and  about  eighte<?n  Enlisted.  Bot 
•]i'  !•••  s  n«aliiii^'  ni»  iitiontMl  about  annniition  or  Provision.  1  s^nt 
:  ■  A!N:inv  and  PrtMiind  ( hi**  IIundiiMl  weight  of  Power  &T^ot»f 
l-'iid.  auil  Two  lUimlls  «»f  IVif  and  Two  of  Flour.  I  should  be 
.LiM'i  i«.»  1m'  Infornrd  bow  tbey  an»  to  be  Supplitnl — and  also  b« 
fu;  iiivli.  d  wiib  ilu-  art  rcsiMTf'd  ibe  raising  of  the  nu*n. 

An  w.  Si.mmI  ill  nriil  of  a  (niard  and  Scouting  Partii*8  befnr»»thi^ 
^'.•nijKin.v  roiiM  1m'  raisrd,  I  ibn't  it  prudent  Together  with  ilw? 
<»l'iiiiu]i  ,.f  niv  otbrr  (Mb.iis,  to  ria."<s  Militia  in  Six  diffennt 
<  iv,  s  \  i.»  Sii\r  wiM'k  alMnn.  This  si'rujs  to  take  with  tlif  1"* 
lMl»ii;iiiis,  Imi  luforr  it  cuiild  1m«  tlmn-  tin*  alarm  was  given  &  Tlin*** 
< '"iii|i;nrrs  aif  ailinosi  niovM  olf.  Nor  do  I  imagine  thcv  vill 
'•'I  Ml  II  iintw  iilistaiMlin;;  all  tli»-  ai^runn'nts  I'sM  which  I  am  niasUT 
«»f.  Tins  luin^  ilu»  Case  I  bave  not  at  prt*84»nt,  Twice  Seventy 
n«*n,  Ibrirforr,  it  will  Ih»  hnpossiblc  to  Fill  the  Company,  as  th«' 
'»wtrir(  of  r;imlirid;:»'  is  runii^iiHis  to  ns  and  our  Removial  fn»m 
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I  oar  Farms  (which  will  be  the  case  unless  timly  Assisted)  will 
leave  it  a  Frontier.  I  would  Sugest  whether  it  would  not  be 
good  Policy  for  them  to  Assist  in  filling  up  the  Company.  I  have 
mentioned  this  to  them  which  they  would  Concur  in,  was  it  not 
for  their  raising  men  to  Join  the  Continental  Troops.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  Ignorant  of  the  Forces  we  may  expect  to  guard  the 
Frontiers;  but  this  I  am  well  assured  that  if  some  Succour  is  not 
Bent  us  Soon,  the  People  will  undoubtedly  leave  this  County,  as 
tliey  Cannot  Subsist  having  lost  allmost  their  all,  unless  they  can 
raise  a  Crop  this  Season. 

The  Enemy  can  land  at  Sckeensbrough  &  be  to  the  Southermost 

part  of  the  County  in  one  day,  and  excepting  the  men  under  Capt. 

Bams  and  my  Small  number  of  Militia  theire  is  none  to  Interupt 

them;  this  being  the  Case  the  people  are  at  a  lost  whether  to  put 

iu  their  Crop  or  not. 

A  few  days  Since,  the  Civil  Miijesfnates  appointod,  for  the 
County  niett  and  by  Beasou  of  my  IWusiug  the  Comiuision  being 
Superceded,  they  all  objected;  when  this  Diflculaty  first  began  I 
know  not.  If  my  Constituents  would  be  Satisfied  and  my  name 
obliterated  from  the  List  I  should  ho.  (V)nteiit(Ml,  but  to  be  Super- 
■<^ed,  without  any  reason  given,  and  the  only  person  Struct  at  in 
the  County,  I  must  confess,  I  feel  my  self  Injured,  and  untill  the 
matter  is  clear'd  up,  I  must  Resign  from  taking  any  ('ominision 
either  Civil  or  Military.  For  my  own  Part  I  never  Solicited  any 
Commision,  and  would  as  soon  go  out  to  defend  my  Iiijuird  Coun- 
tfjin  a  private  Station,  as  a  Comiuander-iu Chief. 

I  am  Informed  by  the  Committee  of  Kingsbury  That  one  Mr. 
Dotey  who  hath  been  an  officer,  and  lives  Contigious  to  that  Dis- 
trict, bat  i»  in  Albany  County  hath  otfer(»d  to  raise  20  or  22  (tood 
1,  greatest  part  of  which  he  can  Engage  in  Two  days,  in  order 
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to  defend  their  Property  it  being  in  the  Frontiers  provided  he €4 
f^ot  a  lieut.  Commision.  I  Inform'd  them,  that  I  would  acqoiiK 
Tou  of  it.  Could  this  be  done  it  would  necesarily  draw  morefora 
to  the  Frontiers  and  as  Mr.  Dotey  is  a  man  well  acquainted  wift 
the  woods  round  lake  George,  and  a  good  Soldier  it  may  be  d 
great  service  to  the  County. 

In  my  letter  to  you  the  21st  Inst.,  I  mentioned  of  requesting tki 
Commanding  Officer  at  Albany  to  Supply  me  with  Amunitiei 
which  was  Granted.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  I  am  to  re- 
place it;  &  also  we  are  in  great  want  of  Flints.  I  should  be  gld 
TO  be  Tnformed  by  the  first  Opertunity,  and  also  to  be  furnished 
with  the  Militia  Law.     I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Tow 

most  Obed't  &  Most  Humble  Serv't 

Jno.  Williamt, 

P.  S.     Should  be  glad  to  know  how  I  must  Conduct  with  the 

militia  or  whither  I  can  be  Justified  in  Sending  out  the  militia  it 

Clases  if  wanted. 

(lovernor  Clinton. 


[No.  1314.] 
Bbenezer  Clark's  Epistle  to  the  Qovemar  Relative  to  Tories. 

New  Perth  April  25, 1778. 
I)'r  Sir,  We  have  form'd  a  Board  of  Commissioners  here  &  are 
Employed  in  Searching  inio  the  Conduct  of  Such  as  have  b€€i 
with  the  Knemy — our  (Sreatest  dificulty  is  in  Convincing  many 
who  Term  themsi'lvoK  Zelous  Whigs  of  the  Justice  &  Propriety  of 
<uir  Proce<'dingR,  &  as  no  Court  or  Majistrasy  Kxists  to  Supressft 
ke<»p  in  oiHlcr  the  Whigs,  as  well  as  the  Tories,  who  are  as  T^ngov- 
eruable,  we  find  it  atn-nded  with  many  Dificiilties.  Mr.  Webstei 
Designs  Writeing  y<»u  Shortly,     llopeing  You'l  Excose  Incorect- 
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ness  in  this  &  the  Inclosed  I  am  with  Great  Esteem  Your  Obe- 

dent  &  very  Hmb.  Serv't 

Eben'r  Clark. 

We  ware  lately  alarm'd  with  account  of  the  Enemys  apparanee 

at  T^conderoga;  the  militia  marched  out  near  Skeansborough  & 

finde  their  visits  on  the  Lake  but  that  they  have  made  no  Incur 

slon  by  Land  as  jet,  tho  dayly  under  aprehensions  of  them. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  13L^.] 
PATRONAGE  COMPLICATIONS  IN  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY. 
Cohmel  Williams  Obstreperous — His  (hievaiurs  —Trials  of  the  First 
Oovemor  of  the  State. 

New  Perth,  Charlotte  County  April  2r)th  1778. 

Sir,  I  acquainted  Col.  John  Williams  &  Mr.  Webster  of  their 
appointments  to  the  office  of  Judges  for  this  County.  Col.  Wil- 
liams refused  to  accept,  berause  of  the  Injustice  he  thinks  done 
him  by  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Third  Judge  instead  of 
Second,  as  in  the  ordinance — he  Says  he  knows  of  no  Complaint 
being  entered  to  the  Council  ag't  him,  why  he  Should  be  Super- 
seded by  a  Person  who  was  not  in  the  former  appointments  & 
further  Signified  his  Intention  of  not  accepting  of  his  Colonel's 
Commission  untill  his  griefence  is  redressed  in  the  above  appoint- 
nient.  He  also  desired  me  to  accquaint  you  of  the  above  Reasons 
for  his  declineing  &  that  he  will  rite  You  largely  on  the  Subject. 

Mr.  Webster  declines  also  Upon  the  Principle  of  not  being  even 
Pa««ively  the  means  of  any  Confusion  as  Col.  Williams  makes  So 
peat  objections  of  his  appointment  before  him  and  is  willing  to 
wcept  (if  agreeable  to  the  Council)  of  the  Station  of  Third  Judge. 

Iftltoftceqnainted  the  Bherref,  &  the  following  Justices  of  their 
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appoiutineiits  viz:    Mr.  Uiihi1<*,  Mr.  Manfera,  Mr.  M*r'oHisifr.  Ml 
IIopkiiiH,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Dakor,  &  Mr.  Fuller,  who  an'  all  williig 
tc  a<ro<*i)t,  bill  not  untill  tlie  Jiidp^s  b<?  Qimlifled  thinking  it  new*  ] 
sary  that  all  tlie  wiicels  of  (lOvtM-nment  will  be  more  than  Snfci 
cioiit  to  Coniinand  that  obedienre  necessary  among  a  PeopW  wh*  I 
have  So  long  Enjoyed  the  liberty  of  a  Txiose  Keign  without  Coi- 1 
troul. 

I  am  paind  at  the  Thought  of  opening  our  Courts  being  m  1 
long  delayed,  no  man's  Property  is  Secure,  the  Committea  are 
disolved,  the  Power  of  (he  Commissioners  is  weak,  for,  unlewtiie 
dcMtrminations  of  (he  Commissioners  run  in  the  Same  Channel 
Willi  the  Judgment  of  some  }>ersonB  who  Esteem  themselves lelou 
freiiids  to  the  C<aiimon  (rood,  the  Commissioners  are  UelUrltiloa 
tS:  the  Persons  dealt  with  are  lyable  to  be  lU*  Judged  &  Puninhfil 
iV'  none  lo  r'ontrol  llirni. 

I  Iwg  Your  Kxrellency  for  Instnutions  if  any  alteralion  sinmM 

]i'  Miiidf.     I  t'aiit  oniil   Siiggtsiiiig  that  Mr.  Webster's  apiNmil- 

iiiriit  sriMiis  agreralili'  lo  tlir  Pi'<i}ilc  in  (icueral,  that  1  have  lull 

open  unity    of    ('oiiverseing    with.     Wishing    You    all    PowWe 

f.  Ihily  1  am  Your  Kxrelleiirys  most  obt.  &  very  hnib.  Serv'l 

Eb(*nezer  Clark. 
His  Kx(M*IIcnry  (Jrorgr  (-liiitcm  Ksip-. 


[No.  i:iir,.] 

Prisident  Laurins  Foriranis  Copies  of  AvU  of  VongrcM  to  fiovem'^ 

CI  IN  ion. 

York  Town  2G  April  177S- 

8ir,  When  I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  Your  Exeelleucv 

the  20th  Inst,  by  Mess<*nger  Hrown<*.  I  had  taken  some  paini 

to  proeure  the  Copy  of  "  iMaught  of  Hills'"  ^V:e.  which  aecom- 
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panied  my  I^etter,  sui)i)OBing  I  wan  then  transmitting  a  thing 
which  would  be  new  at  Poughkeepsie,  but  from  the  measures 
which,  I  now  know  have  been  pursued  by  the  late  Governor 
of  New  York,  it  is  highly  probable  he  had  before  that  date  at- 
tempted to  Insult  Your  Excellency  with  a  packet  of  printed 
Copies  of  that  paper  Certified  by  himself  &  ushered  by  a  modest 
Injunction  upon  Your  Excellency  to  dispose  them — such  has 
been  Mr.  Tryon's  conduct  towards  Governor  Livingston,  Gen. 
Washington,  &c.  &c. — an  expence  &  trouble  which  might  have 
been  spared,  since  Congress  from  the  first  appearance  of  the 
Stratagem  had  determined  to  expose  it  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  public  view — in  pursuance  of  such  Resolution  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  transmitting  within  the  present  Inclosure 
twelve  Copies  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  22d  Inst,  confinning 
the  Report  of  a  Committee  on  Gen.  Washington's  Letter  of  the 
18th  containing  the  said  Draughts,  to  which  is  prefixed  Jjord 
North's  Speech  at  the  introduction  of  the  Hills  into  Parliament. 
Your  Excellency  will  also  find  inclosed  an  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  2JM*  for  granting  pardons  to  certain  characters  therein  de- 
scribed &  Recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws 
or  issue  Proclamations  for  that  puri)ose — in  a  sei>erate  packet 
are  50  Copies  of  this  last  mentioned  Act  which  Your  Excellency 
^ay  judge  necessary  to  disperse  immediately.  Congress  were 
induced  to  this  measure  from  well  founded  suggestions  that 
great  advantages  would  follow.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  With 
the  highest  Esteem  &  Regard  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Obedient  & 
most  humble  Servant 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


*Se6  page  209. 
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[No.  1317.] 

DETERIORATION  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CDBRENCI. 

Massachusetts  Reluctant  to  Pass  a  Regulating  Act  Fearful  ^ 
Effect  on  the  General  Cause. 

State  of  MassachnsettB  Bay,  Roxbury  April  27tb  17i& 
Sir,  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  in  pursuance  cf 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22nd  of  November  last  ap] 
Commissioners  to  meet  those  which  might  be  appointed  by  til] 
Stales  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Tcik: 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware  at  New  Haven  on  111 
15th  of  Januar}*  last  for  the  purpose  of  devising  the  most  pn* 
dent  and  eiTectual  measures  for  promoting  those  valuable  jw 
poses  montioni'd  in  said  Resolve  of  Congress.  The  Commiiiioi- 
ers  met  accordinpjly  and  reported  that  it  was  Expedient  thit 
Laws  should  be  made  Regnhiting  the  priees  of  I^abor,  produoe 
&c.,  and  their  proceedings  have  been  laid  before  this  Assemblj, 
who  wen'  much  divided  in  their  Sentiments  with  respect  to  the 
measures,  many  appreh(?ndiug  (from  a  Recent  and  unhappj  ex- 
periment of  a  Regulating  Act)  that  the  Ciu*rying  such  an  Act 
into  execution  was  impracticable.  However  upon  mature  De' 
liberation  (as  it  was  Recommended  by  Congress)  a  Vote  was  ob* 
taincKl,  apiM)iuting  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  that  pa^ 
pose,  but  befon*  the  Com'tte**  4*<)ijld  prepare  and  report  it,  the 
snmll  Pox  broke  out  in  iio8t<»n  siud  this  (Joui-t  obliged  Snddenlj 
to  rise.  The  Consideration  of  this  matter  has  been  reassamed 
the  present  Session  and  a  Bill  rc^ported,  tho'  the  Assembly  wei€ 
not  less  divided  than  before;  it  is  still  urged,  that  if  a  regulating 
Act  should  be  attempted,  that  the  elVect  would  be  so  far  from 
aiding  the  other  measures  proposed  by  Congress  for  giving  Sta- 
bility and  Value  to  the  Continental  Bills  that  it  would  render 
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those  measares  fruitless,  for  the  possessors  of  Goods  would 
thereby  be  induced  to  part  with  them  on  no  terms  but  those  of 
Barter  and  thereby  the  Circulation  of  the  Bills  being  obstructed 
tbey  would  become  (in  a  great  measure)  useless  in  the  Hands 
of  the  needy  Possessor,  who  having  nothing  else  wherewith  to 
purchase  the  necessaries  of  Life,  would  at  least  in  a  private 
manner  offer  any  Sum  which  he  might  Suppose  would  tempt 
the  possessor  to  part  with  his  corn  &c.  which  the  buyer  needs, 
and  further  that  these  objections  are  not  built  on  mere  Specu- 
lation but  upon  unfortunate  experiment.  Should  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  Congress  for  reducing  the  Quantity  of  circulat- 
ing money  be  punctually  complied  with  in  the  Several  States 
(which  we  presume  it  Will)  it  is  conceived  it  will  have  a  happy 
tendency  to  give  Stability  to  the  Currency  and  to  Reduce  the 
prices  of  Articles  both  of  Produce  and  merchandize;  this  Gov- 
emment  has  (agreeable  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress) 
put  a  final  Stop  to  the  Currency  of  all  the  Bills  emitted  by  this 
State,  Small  change  under  a  Dollar  only  excepted,  and  being 
fully  appraised  of  the  bad  consequences  which  would  accrue 
bjfvany  furtha:  emissions  of  money,  have  levied  a  Tax  of  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  LM'y  upon  the  people,  to  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  by  the  first  day  of  Jan'y  1778,  and  have  Since 
Med  another  tax  of  about  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  LM'y  to  be  paid  in  by  the  first  of  June  next  and  are 
determined  to  Support  the  War  by  Taxation  as  far  as  the  Abil- 
ities of  the  People  will  admit.  These  measures  have  already 
had  some  happy  affect  by  lowering  the  price  of  Imports,  and 
had  not  the  Troops  of  the  Convention  been  Quartered  in  this 
State  it  is  presumed  the  price  of  our  produce  would  have  been 
reduced   proportionably.    Upon  the  whole  this  Assembly   and 
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the  people  at  larjje  were  ro  iinich  divided  on  thi«  Qnefttiofr* 
the  fixing  the  Price  of  produce  Lahoiir  &r.  so  as  to  give  fiiti^ 
faction  to  the  VariouR  parts  of  this  State  was  so  verv  difficult- 
hut  above  all,  the  danger  of  obstructing  the  Circulation  of  the 
money,  and  thereby  reducjng  its  Value  to  such  a  Degree  ii 
greatly  to  affect  the  Common  Cause,  was  so  exceeding  great— 
and  fearing  least  the  evils  Which  We  feel  should  be  incretiel 
instead  of  being  removed  by  the  measure,  We  have  upon  a  fall 
discussion  and  Consideration  of  the  Subject  thought  proper  li 
Suspend  passing  such  an  Act  for  the  present  and  inform  Cot 
gress  of  the  motives  which  influenced  us  so  to  do.  Accordiiglj 
We  have  candidly  and  Justly  Related  in  few  Words  the  mode 
of  our  Proceedings  and  the  Principal  motives  which  have  ii- 
fluen<red  us  to  Suspend  passing  the  Bill,  which  We  Submit  to  ' 
the  Consideration  of  Congress,  and  hope  that  if  it  should  be 
their  Opinion  that  our  Objections  are  not  Sufficient  to  Baspeid 
passing  such  an  Act  that  they  will  take  the  earliest  Upportt- 
nity  to  give  us  the  information  which  will  be  immediately  at- 
tonde<l  to  by  the  General  Assembly. 

in  the  name  &  l>ehalf  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Jeremiah  Powell  Presid't. 
True  Copy 

Attest,  John  Avery  D'y  Secy. 

Hon'e  Henry  Laurens  Esqr. 
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[No.  131*1 
E\V  Y01:K   prisoners  confined   in  CONNECTICUT. 
zm  WUIiamx,  Peputtf  CfprnniMsarff  of  J^risomrs,  Snids  dorcrnor 
VUntfrti  a  List  irUh  a  statement  Vonca-niiuj  One  Pvhfj  Hwith. 

Wethersfield,  27tb  April  1778. 

H<»n*d  Hir,  In  Consequence  of  a  letter  lately  Rec'd  from  Genl. 
[nntington.  Enclosing  a  memorandum  from  your  Excellency,  do- 
iring  one  Peleg  Smith  a  Prisoner  &c.  might  be  released  from  his 
lonfinementy  with  Liberty  on  Parole  &  pass  on  to  your  Excellency 
t  Poughkeepsie,  I  have  now  taken  his  Parole  &  given  him  a  pass 
Lccordingly,  Altho'  I  Confess  I  am  somewhat  doubtful  of  his 
Sncerity,  when  he  so  faintly  says,  he  does  not  care  whether  he 
•  Exchanged  or  not,  Suspect  he  is  yet  in  doubt  which  side  is 
ike  to  be  the  strongest,  tho'  perhaps  the  great  &  important  News 
iow  Arrived  from  England  &  France  (on  whicli  I  most  heartily 
CoDgratnlate  your  Excellency)  may  Induce  him  to  Speak  out  with 
a  little  more  boldness,  however  I  believe  he  will  not  break  his 
Parole. 

Have  also  Enclosed  a  Return  of  the  Other  Prisoners  beloujciug 
to  your  State  now  in  part  Confined  in  Goal  &  part  out  at  Labour 
fe.  and  beg  your  directions  Concerning  them. 
Yonr   Exalted    Station    in   Life   but    more    Especially   your 

Amiable  and   Excellent  Character  (tho*  personally  Unknown) 

Oblige  me  to  Subscribe  myself  with  great  ^defference  &  Esteem, 

5oar  most  Obed'nt  St  very  Humb'e  Serv't 

Ez.  Williams  D:  Commiss'y  Prisoners. 

fi«  Excellency  Geo:  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1319.] 

General  Crmtcay  Prm-eedn  to  Half  Moan  and  Finds   Evarfikmi , 
Quiet  in  the  North. 

Half  Mwm  the  27th  April  1778. 

Sir,  1  arrived  here  thin  Day  with  Coll.  Oraton^s  and  AldpD*8 
Ki'^iiueiitH  and  had  H(*nt  (»rd(*rH  to  WarneKs  Regiment  to  join  me 
to  morrow  at  Saratoga.  I  Junt  now  received  the  ineloH'd  Letter 
from  General  Sehuyler  with  the  account  given  by  Coll.  Williami. 
I  fear  the  News  which  came  by  the  Channel]  of  Capt.  All« 
Htationn*d  at  White*  creek  cannot  be  much  Credited. 

I  will  Hend  Ba(*k  to  morrow  Graton*s  Regiment  to  AlbaDj. 
Will  Keep  here  Alden's  Regiment,  untill  I  return  from  Baratofa 
where  I  will  jiroceed  to  morrow  in  order  to  Connect  with  General 
Schuyler,  and  to  be  able  to  give  you  and  General  McDoaghill 
Home  more  ponitive  account.  I  pray  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
«end  me  the  LetterH  of  (S^eneral  Schuyler  as  I  had  not  time  to  take 
(ofiicH  thert*of.  The  fear  of  Detaining  the  express  Causes  me  to 
write  but  one  I^-tter,  which  I  pray  your  excellency  will  transmitt 
to  (leneral  MacDoughall.  1  hoin*  General  MacDoughall  will  not 
find  fault  with  it,  as  you  Both  must  be  acquainted  with  what  . 
passes  here  jjnd  as  you  are  on  the  way  this  Letter  can  speedily 
be  conveyed  to  him. 

I  will  write  to  you  and  to  him  as  soon  as  I  return  from  Sara- 
toga  and  I^et  him  Know  what  measures  I  have  taken  what  intelli- 
gence I  Ivave  obtained,  and  ask  his  orders  for  my  future  conduct. 

Gn  my  return  to  Albany  1  intend  to  nsit  the  Mohawk  river 
and  give  you  Both  an  account  of  the  situation  and  Dispositions 
of  the  settlements  in  that  quarter.  I  am  with  much  Esteem  and 
Respect  Bir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Servant    . 

Th's  Conwajr. 

"^  ^Temor  ClintoUi  Poaghkeefwie. 
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[No.  1320.] 

ral  Mcnougall  Believes  Mr.  8t.  John  Should  Proceed  to  New 
Fof-fc  on  His  Way  to  Europe  Under  Certain  Safeguards. 

Fish  Kill  28th  April  1778. 

[y  doair  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  13th  instant  on  the  Subject 
leave  to  Mr.  St.  John's  goeing  to  France  via  of  New  York, 
»  this  day  banded  to  me  by  Him.  As  he  is  a  Citizen  and  you 
ter  acquainted  with  his  Political  Character  than  I  am,  the 
^uest  he  makes  must  be  Submited  to  you.  If  you  permit  him 
go;  1  wish  he  may  go  by  Land;  and  on  the  west  Side,  and 
ider  Such  guards  as  your  own  prudence  shall  suggest.  I  think 
ift  honor  should  be  engaged  not  to  give  any  Public  intelligence 
0  the  Enemy;  nor  to  carry  any  Letters;  but  shall  be  first  Exhib- 
ted  to  yoo,  or  any  papers  relative  to  the  Public  state  or  Temper 
of  tbe  Country.     I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  Humble  Serv't 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
He  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  return  during  the  Contest  by 

New  York,  or  any  Post  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  nor  immedi- 

tiely  from  New  York. 

[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1321.] 

ftorpe  ClinUm  Orders  General  Ten  Broeck  to  Hold  All  the  Militia 

rnder  His   Command  in  Readiness  to  Obey  General  Conway's 

Orien. 

Poukeepsie  April  28th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  Major  Genl. 

Conway  enclo0ing  Cknl.  Schuyler's  Letter  to  you,  the  Contents 

of  which  sluiU  without  Delay  be  communicated  to  Genl.  McDou- 

piL  Too  are  immediately  to  cause  the  militia  under  ^owv  viv^m- 
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mand  to  hold  themselyes  in  readiness  and  to  order  so  manj  of 

them  as  General  Conway  may  require,  to  march  to  such  Place 

or  Places  as  he  shall  direct  for  oppos'g  the  Enemy  &  prevenfg 

their  making  any  further  incursions  into  the  Country.    I  am  &(% 

t  [G.C.] 

Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1322.] 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck  Sends  a  Package  of  Lottery  Tickets  to  Oovernor 

Clinton. 

Albany  28th  April  1778. 
Sir,  In  Consequence  of  Directions  Received  from  the  Managere 
of  the  United  States  Lottery  I  transmit  your  Excellency,  Two 
Thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  five  Tickets  as  Pr  Acc't  In- 
closed. Maj'r  Lush  informs  me  that  your  Excellency  (he  beleived) 
had  disposed  of  the  nine  Hundred  Tickets  &  also  that  my  AgentB 
at  Poughkeepsie  had  disposed  of  their  Tickets,  but  I  have  no 
Account  from  all  of  them.  I  Trust  the  Tickets  are  sold.  1  re- 
main with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  Humble  Ser't 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1323.] 

Qeorge  Clinton  Notifies  General  Conirajf  that  He  Has  Sent  Orders  Ui 

General  Ten  Broeck  to  Hold  His  Brigade  of  Militia  Ready  to  Ofifj 

Conway^s  Orders. 

Poukeepsie  April  28th  177a 

Sir,   I  was  absent  when  your  favor  of  the  26th  Inst  was  lef 

at  my  House  &  did  not  receive  it  until  this  Evening  on  my  Betun 

home.    I  shall  immediately  communicate  the  Contents  to  Gknera 
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McDougall.    In   the   mean  time   I   have  ordered   General   Ten 

Broeck*  to  turn  oat  such  Part  of  the  militia  under  his  command 

as  yoa  may  deem  immediately  necessary  for  effectually  opposing 

the  Enemy  &  prevent'g  them  from  penetrating  any  further  into 

the  Country.    I  am  with  great  Respect  Sir  Your  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Major  Genl.  Conway. 


[No.  1324.] 
Qowmor  Clinton  Acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  the  Lottery  Tickets. 

Poughkeepsie  29th  Apl.  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  yesterday  by  Messenger 
Fowler  with  two  Bundles  said  to  contain  two  thousand  three 
hundred  &  thirty  five  Ticketts  for  which  I  have  given  my  Receipt. 
The  Nine  hundred  Ticketts  you  formerly  sent  me  1  delivered  out 
in  small  Parcels  to  sundry  Persons  as  the  most  likely  Means  for 
disposing  of  them  and  I  am  Informed  they  are  all  sold  but  regu- 
lar Returns  with  the  Cash  are  not  yet  made  to  me. 

I  wish  to  have  the  last  Acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  States 
Lottery  that  I  may  learn  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  Ticketts  you 

*Prom  PoughkMpiie,  AprU  28,  1778,  10  o'clock  P.  M..  Robert  Benson  wrote  to  John 

B«rtliy.  Albany.  N.  T.: 
Rii  Excellency,   the  GoTemor.  haflng  been  absent  since  Saturday,   returned  borne 

t^  eren^ng.  when  your  letter  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Yates,  was  delivered  to  bim. 

He  his  ordered  OenL  Ten  Broeck  to  march  as  many  of  the  militia  as  Genl.  Conway 

Bt7  deem  neceesary.  to  oppose  the  enemy,   and  prevent  their  penetrating  into  the 

ovvotry.  'Tls  a  strange  thing  that  your  northern  gentry  can't,  let  us  enjoy  all  the  good 
Kperts  we  receire  dally  in  this  quarter,  without  being  disturbed  by  the  disagreeable 
niBd  of  the  enemy's  appearing  on  the  northern  frontiers. 

(^pt  Deane  (brother  to  our  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  France.)  passed  through 
riakUU  yesterday,  (under  an  escort  of  light  horse.)  with  despatches  from  Prance  to 
Ceogrcss.  We  remain  ignorant  of  their  contents;  but  from  report,  we  apprehend  some 
vtry  ioterssUjis  treaty  to  hare  taken  place  between  that  Court  and  the  United  States. 
What  think  you  of  the  lowered  tone  of  Lord  North's  speech,  and  the  present  temper 
•f  admlaistntiont  Doss  it  not  sarour  strongly  of  their  jealousies  of  an  alliance 
mjiiieial  to  thsir  measvresT  The  politicians  here,  have  no  doubU  on  the  subject.  I 
■M  ky  this  sapisss  a  parcel  of  the  militia  laws,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  may  judge 
mptr,   Vm  CUnton  is  miich  indisposed;  all  other  friends,  are  well. 

F.  ft.   K  aajr  tttag  that  may  l>e  depended  on  relative  to  this  news,  should  transpire. 
nmmSUl 
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have  now  sent  me.    You'l  be  kind  enough  to  forward  them  to  me 

by  first  Opportunity.    I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  ClintoD. 
To  Dirck  Ten  Broeck  Esqr. 

The  Receipt  alluded  to  in  the  above  Letter  is  as  follows: 

Rec'd  of  Wm.  Fowler  a  Letter  from    Dirck  TenBroeck  Ea^^ 

Dated  28th  Apl.  Instant  &  two  Bundles  said  to  Contain  tvr^ 

thousand  three  hundred  &  thirty  five  Ticketts.    Dated  at  Pong'i 

keepsie  this  29th  Apl.  1778. 


[No.  1325.] 

THE  ALLIANCE  WITH  FRANCE. 

Governor  Clinton  Imparts  the  Intelligence  to  Cteneral  Conwaf^Lwr^^ 

NortWs  Speech, 

Poughkeepsie  29th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  wrote  you  last  night  since  which  I  am  favoare^^"^ 
with  yours  of  the  27th  Instant.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  th^  ^ 
Accounts  from  the  Northward  are  not  so  alarming  as  they  wer^  ^ 
at  first  represented.  I  will  forward  Copies  of  your  Letter  wit^^ 
its  inclosures  to  Genl.  McDougal  Tomorrow  Morning;  Gen^'- 
Schuyler's  Letter  I  return  inclosed. 

Lord  North's  speech*  I  sent  some  Days  since  to  Mr.  McKesso  ^^ 

*The  speech  alluded  to.  -was  delivered  by  Lord  North  in  Parliament,  February  l-'T', 
1778.  He  declared  that  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  uniformly  disposed  to  peae^' 
that  the  coercive  acts  which  he  had  made  were  such  as  appeared  to  be  necesBary  at  tft&« 
time,  though  in  the  event  they  had  produced  effects  which  he  had  never  intended.  TIsJat 
fflnce  he  found  they  had  not  the  effect  which  he  intended  he  proposed  a  conciliatory 
proposition  before  the  sword  was  drawn.  He  thought  then  and  he  thought  still  ttxxtt 
the  terms  of  that  proposition  "  would  form  the  happiest,  most  equitable,  and  mos^ 
lasting  tK>nd  of  union  between  Oreat  Britain  and  her  colonies.  That  by  a  faricty  of 
discuHHions.  a  propositou  that  was  originally  clear  and  simple  in  itself,  was  made  to 
appear  so  obscure,  as  to  go  damned  to  America;  so  that  the  Congress  conceived,  or  took 
occasion  to  represent  it  as  a  scheme  for  sowing  divisions,  and  Introducing  tazatlo'^ 
among  them  in  a  worse  mode  than  the  former,  and  accordingly  rejected  It. 

"  His  idea  never  had  been  to  draw  any  considerable  revenue  either  in  that  way  or 
any  other  from  America;  that  his  idea  was  they  should  contribute  In  a  very  low  propor- 
tion to  the  expences  of  England.  He  had  always  found  thftt  Amerloan  tazatloD 
could  never  produce  a  beneficial  revenue;  that  there  were  muij  sorts  of  tazM  ttk^^ 
could  not  at  all  be  laid  on  that  country  and  that  few  of  them  would  proT*  worth  tt>« 
charge  ot  collection;  that  the  SUmp  Act  was  the  most  Judteloiu  that  ooaM  ba  ( 
tor  thBt  purpose,  as  It  inUrettad  aiary  man  nbo  \»A  «ki  «MUia«  a*  asr  ■wptrty 


Public  Papehs  of  Oeokor  Clinton.  2:U 

Clerk  of  the  Sup'r  Court  at  Albany  to  be  communicated  to  you. 
The  two  Drafts  of  Bills  aluded  to  in  the  Speech  I  send  by  this 
Conveyance  to  Chief  Justice  Jay. 

Capt.  Deane,  Brother  to  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  one  of  our  Embas- 
sadors at  the  Court  of  France  arrived  from  thence  at  Fishkill  on 
his  Way  to  Congress  in  forty  Days.  He  came  in  a  French  Man 
of  War  &  has  brought  very  Important  Intelligence,  the  particu- 
lars whereof  are  not  transpired.  This  much  I  have  heard  &  may 
venture  to  tell  as  a  Truth,  that  an  Aliance  between  that  Court  & 
these  States  has  taken  Place  as  favourable  &  generous  as  coud 
he  expected  to  the  Latter.  A  Knowledge  of  this  has  undoubtedly 
occassioned  the  late  Measures  in  the  English  House  of  Commons. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Hon'ble  Maj'r  Genl.  Conway. 

defend  or  recover,  In  the  collection  of  the  tax  and  the  execution  of  the  law;  hut  not- 
withatanding  the  high  rate  at  which  that  duty  had  been  formerly  estimated,  he  did 
not  believe  Its  produce  would  have  a  very  considerable  object;  and  if  the  people  had 
confederated  aa  they  seemed  in  general  disposed  to  do.  and  in  some  places  had 
actually  done,  to  go  on  without  stamps,  it  would  produce  nothing  at  all  but  would 
iDcrease  the  confusion  of  the  country  if  any  attempts  were  made  to  disturb  the 
transactions  which  were  carried  on  without  stamps.  That  accordingly  he  never  had 
proposed  any  tax  on  America;  he  found  them  already  taxed  when  he  unfortunately  (as 
be  still  must  say,  whatever  use  has  been,  or  might  be  made  of  the  word)  came  into 
administration.  His  principle  of  policy  was  to  have  had  as  little  discussion  on  this 
subject  as  possible,  but  to  keep  the  affairs  of  America  out  of  Parliament;  that  accord- 
ingly aff  he  had  not  said,  so  did  he  not  think  it  advisable  for  him  to  repeal  the  tea 
tax.  nor  did  he  ever  think  of  any  particular  means  for  enforcing  it-  *  *  *  One  of 
the  bills  he  proposed  to  move  was,  to  quiet  America  upon  the  subject  of  taxation  and 
to  remove  all  fears  real  or  pretended  of  Parliament's  ever  attempting  to  tax  them  again 
and  to  take  away  all  exercise  of  the  right  itself  in  future  so  far  as  regarded  revenue." 

It  was  Impossible  to  repeal  all  the  acts  in  dispute  since  1763.  for  some  which  had 
passed  in  1769  were  beneficial  to  the  colonies.  As  to  the  late  acts,  such  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts charter,  the  fishery  and  the  prohibitory _bill8,  "  as  they  were  the  effect  of  the 
quarrel  "  he  promised  them  to  cease,  and  that  "as  to  complaints  of  matters  of  a 
various  nature,  authority  should  be  given  to  settle  them  to  the  satisfaction  of 
America."  He  stated,  that  "  all  these  matters  consisting  of  a  great  variety  would  be 
better  left  to  the  discussion  of  commissioners  than  to  be  established  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

He  believed  tha^  *'  the  commissioners  should  be  instructed  to  negotiate  for  some 
reasonable  and  moderate  contributicm  toward  the  common  defence  of  the  empire,  when 
reunited,  but  to  take  away  all  pretence  for  not  terminating  this  unhappy  difference, 
the  contribution  was  not  to  be  Insisted  on  as  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  treaty." 

As  these  terms  were  the  same  which  he  was  disposed  to  offer  when  he  believed  the 
British  arms  in  America  were  invincible  and  before  he  knew  of  Durgoyne's  misfortune, 
he  now  repeated  them  *'  to  prevent  the  protracting  of  the  war,  the  effusion  of  blood  and 
the  tmmodermte  expence.-' 

In  elmcliiiion,  he  aald,  "  on  the  whole  his  concessions  were  from  reason  and  propriety. 
Hot  from  nmHlty;  thmt  we  were  in  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much  longer."— St a.tb 
BnKMKLUft 
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[No.  1326.] 

Gates  and   the  Northern   DeimHineni — McIJaugaU   and   Gumm 
Clinton^ 8  Correspondence.  j 

Fish  Kill  26th  April  im    j 

Dear  Sir,  Yesterday  I  received  a  Letter  from  General  Gates  d^ 

the  21st,  covering  Sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  by  which  He 

is  to  take  the  Command  here,  and  in  the  Northern  department 

General  Starks  to  command  at  Albany;  and  its  vicinity.    At  the 

desire  of  the  Former,  I  give  you  this  information.     Its  unnecet' 

sary  for  me  to  make  any  observations  on  this  arangement,  M 

they  will  occur  to  you  on  the  bare  recital  of  it.    General  Gatei 

may  be  expected  here  early  in  the  next  week,  and  perhaps  To 

morrow.     I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  Hbe.  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  29th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  now  send  you  inclosed  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  fron 
Genl.  Conway  with  a  Copy  of  one  it  inclosed  from  Genl.  Schuyle 
to  Genl.  Tenbroeck.  Genl.  Conway's  letter  was  left  at  my  Hous 
the  27th  Instant  but  being  from  Home  I  did  not  receive  it  o 
yours  of  the  26th  Instant  before  my  Return  last  Night. 

If  it  was  possible  to  ruin  us  by  unwise  &  injudicious  Measure 
It  luuHt  have  er'e  now  been  effected.  I  trust  therefore  it  is  nc 
Jb  that  that  good  Providence  which  has  hitherto  provisioned  wi! 
continue  ho  to  do  in  Spite  of  all  our  Folly.  On  this  believe  m 
I  buUd  my  (Greatest  hopes. 

I  wturn  you  the  Copy  of    the  Permission    granted    by  Gen 

y^«r(iMin  to  (*apt.  Carson  which  was  handed  me  by  Major  Fel 

^th  IMV  fehililifnents  at  the  Foot  of  it.     If  you  can  Effect  an  Ei 

encb  for  the  one  ment*d  In  the  Permission  i 

"^  it  woii4  be  wfoog  to  permit  th 
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Women  mentioned  in  it  &  who  live  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  our 

Forts  to  go  into  N.  York  at  present.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

Mrs.  Ludlow  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  will  wait  upon  you  on 

her  Way  down  to  N.  York  to-morrow  &  take  your  Orders. 

[To  Gen.  McDougalL] 


[No.  1327.] 

Omral  McDougall  Notifies  Oovemor  Clinton  of  His  Transfer  to 
Washington's  Army, 

Fish  Kill  29th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  received  your  favor  of  this  date,  and  one  from 
General  Conway  some  days  ago,  of  the  Same  import  with  that 
addressed  to  you.  It  is  fortunate  those  regiments  were  not  or- 
dered down  from  above;  but  it  is  very  Lamentable  those  corps 
are 80  weak;  which  must  be  occationed  by  undue  Furloughs.  But 
the  orders  Transmited  to  me,  respecting  the  Disposition  of  the 
Troops  will  not  warrant  me  to  Spare  any  more  for  the  Service 
above.  I  approve  of  your  denial  to  the  Flag,  and  shall  not  open 
a  negotiation  for  my  wench  If  I  never  see  her.  Mr.  Silas  Dean's 
brother  from  France  in  a  French  man  of  warr,  passed  thro'  here 
two  days  ago  with  the  Counter  part  of  a  Treaty  with  that  Crown, 
rery  favourable  to  America.  It  is  far  exceeding  my  most  San- 
guine expectation.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  mention  the  par- 
ticolars.  It  most  be  a  knowledge  of  this  Alliance  that  gave 
^irth  to  the  two  draughts  of  Bills  Sent  out  from  New  York.  As 
I  am  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  join  the  Grand  Army, 
irhen  General  Gates  arrives;  I  wish  to  communicate  to  you  in 
.'onversation,  what  I  received  in  Confidence  from  Mr.  Dean.     I 

un  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  Humble 

AlexY  McDougall. 

GoferMT  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1328.] 

Colonel  Morgan  Leicis  Appointed  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  of 
the  Northern  Department. 

Albany  28th  April  1778. 
I  should  be  much  Obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  send  me  by 
Return  of  this  Express  the  Necessary  Certificates  of  my  being 
employ'd  in  the  Quarter  Master  General's  Department,  as  r^ 
quired  by  the  liegulating  Bill  passed  the  third  Instant  I  am 
with  due  Besi)ect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient 

M.  Lewis. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


I'oukeepsie  April  30th  1778. 

Sir,  1  am  commaiuled  by  his  Excellency  the  Oovemor  to  send 
yon  the  eucloHod  Certificate  of  his  approval  of  your  appointnrt 
to  the  omce  of  I>cp.  Q*r  Mr  (rciil.  in  (he  Northern  Departm*t. 

II iH  Excellency  obs(»rv(»s  that  you  make  use  of  veiy  good  I^ettcr 
Paper,  an  Article  ext-eedinj^ly  scarce  in  this  quarter.  Perha|(H 
Mie  Q>  M'rs  OfiU-v  in  the  Nortln»ru  Department  may  have  some 
to  Hpare;  if  that  nhonhl  be  the  Case,  his  Excellency  will  esteem 
it  a  kindness  in  Cohi.  1^'wis  to  send  him  a  small  quantity  of  that 
n'M-essary  arlirli*.     I  iini  with  respect  S>  Your  most  Obt.  Berv't 

Kobt.  Henson  P.  8«*cry. 

Tnlo.  Morpiii  Lewis. 

Morgan  Lewis  Kstp-.  beiii^  re^rnlarly  appointed  to  the  Office  of 
Hep.  ii'v  M'r  Geiil.  in  the  Norlhern  heparlni't  I  do  hereby  si^rnifv 
my  approval  thereof,  tiiven  under  my  hand  at  Ponke<'psie  this 
'MHh  Hay  of  April  17TS. 


\ 


A  Jiumber  of  Officers  Dropped  Under  the  New  Organization  of  the 

Army. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  April  1778. 

Sir, — I  am  requested  by  the  Committee  of  Congress  for  making 

a  new  Arrangement  of  the  Army  to  form  the  several  Regiments 

raised  in  this  State  (excepting  snch  of  them  as  are  with  the  Grand 

Army)  upon  the  New  Plan  agreed  to  by  that  Committee,  a  Modell 

\    of  which  for  a  Battalion  you  have  inclosed.    You  are,  therefore, 

desired  with  the  advice  of  your  Field  OflScers  to  return  to  me 

without  Delay  the  Names  of  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Regiment 

r  -  who  are  best  quallified  to  serve  the  public,  agreable  to  the  present 

I     Establishment,  and  as  this  Plan  is  calculated  to  diminish  the 

Nomber  of  OflBcers  in  the  Army  several  must  of  Course  be  left 

oat  many  of  whom  may  have  Merrit.    It  is  the  Desire  of  the 

Committee,  therefore,  that  the  Names  of  such  be  transmitted  to 

tbem  &  for  this  Purpose  you  will  please  to  furnish  me  with  a  list 

of  such  deserving  Officers  as  by  .this  new  arangement  may  be 

left  out  and  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  note  in  what  new  Employment 

yoo  conceive  they  are  best  quallified  to  serve  their  Country.   Your 

Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Gaansevoort. 


[No.  1330.] 
Governor  Clinton  Promises  to  Visit  Oeneral  McDougall. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  Apl.  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  received  yours  of  yesterday.    If  I  can  spare 

Time  to  wait  upon  yon  at  Fishkill  before  you  leave  it,  1  will,  not 

onlj  to  hear  the  €k>od  Tidings,  more  particularly  than  you  was 

Able  to  write  me  but  to  have  an  Hour's  Conversation  with  you  ou 
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/f atters.    I  inclose  yon  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  received  lasi 

from  Genl.  Conway  &  of  other  Papers  which  were  inclosed 

I  cant  see  that  the  Exchange  of  yonr  Wench  coud  be  at- 

3d  with  any  bad  Consequence.      1  am  Yonr  Most  Obed't 

't 

[Q.C.] 
i\.  McDougal. 


[No.  1331.]  f 

leorge  Clinton  Directs  Colonel  Chraham  to  Pass  Mrs.  Thomas  Ludlow 
and  Her  Children  to  New  York  City. 

Poughkeepsie  3(Hh  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  This  will  be  delivered  to  yon  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Lodlow 
who  has  my  Permission  to  go  to  New  York  with  her  Children  & 
Effects  in  two  Waggons.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  let  her 
Pass,  and  if  you  conceive  it  necessary  send  a  carefnl  Officer  with 
her  to  the  Enemies  Lines  who  will  wait  the  Return  of  the  Wag- 
gons. She  proposes  to  send  out  some  few  Articles  for  her  Sister 
to  which  I  have  no  Objection.    I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Q.  O. 

Colo.  Morris  Graham. 


[No.  1332.] 
I>raft  pass  for  Mrs.  Ludlow  to  go  to  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ludlow  Wife  of  Thomas  Ludlow  Esqr.  her  two  Children 
and  Nurse,  May  Thompson,  with  their  Effects  in  two  Waggons  to 
be  driven  by  James  Teller  &  Mr.  William  Ludlow's  Servant  Mbd, 
John,  have  permission  to  pass  to  New  York  unmollested.  The 
'  'drivers  to  return  with  all  Convenient  Speed;  Mr« 

"'^nfiniKa  111  "Kaxff  Vni»lr    nrAvii1« 
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of  New  York,  for  the  Time  being,  shall  nominate  be  sent  out  in 
Exchange  for  them,  with  Effects  of  eqnal  Value,  agreeable  to 
Mrs.  Ludlow's  Engagement  If  not  they  are  to  return  if  not  re- 
quired.   Given  at  Poughkeepsie  this  30th  Day  of  April  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton  Gov'r  State  N.  York. 
To  all  Concerned. 


[No.  1333.] 

Major  Lush  Supplies  Oovemor  ClinUm  u)ith  Treasury  Notes  and 

Letter  Paper. 

Much  respected  Sir. — I  should  have  complied  with  your  Excel- 
lency's Commands  on  the  Return  of  Capt.  North  but  was  pre- 
Tented  by  his  leaving  the  City  sooner  than  I  expected  and  his 
not  giving  me  Notice  of  the  Time. 

By  Mr.  Yates  your  Excellency  will  receive  Treasury  Notes  for 
3700  Dollars  agreable  to  the  Directions.  There  is  also  inclosed 
a  Certificate  of  200  DolPs 'mes. 

Mr.  Yates  has  also  under  Care  two  small  Bundles  of  Letter 
Paper  which  as  was  requested  I  obtained  in  your  Excellency's 
Name  from  Colo.  Lewis. 

Mr.  Cuyler  informs  me  he  has  sent  you  a  Barrel  of  Peas  by 
a  Capt  Pruyn,  I  therefore  presume  that  that  Part  of  my  Com- 
miasion  which  respects  the  purchasing  of  Peas  is  not  to  be  ful- 
filled. 

With  my  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  and  best  Wishes  for  the  Re- 
turn or  her  Health  and  a  Kiss  for  my  Cornelia.  I  am  Sir  with 
tie  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

ler't 

Stephen  Lush. 
Albany  AprU  30th  1778. 

•MSSl  torn. 
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of  two  Menib«*r8  of  the  legislature  which  renders  the  Duty  still 

more  dificalt  &  Tedious.    I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Cuvler. 


[No.  1336.] 

CoUmd  Regnier  Applies  to  Oavemor  Clinton  for  Clothing  for  His 

Regiment. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency; 

Sir;  The  Extreme  Distress  under  which  this  Regiment  is,  for 
waDt  of  Clothing  makes  me  bold  to  apply  to  you,  in  its  behalf 
and  your  authority  in  the  N.  York  State,  as  its  Governor,  makes 
me  Expect  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  giving  us  Some  Relieve, 
your  Disinterested  Generosity  and  Patriotick  Zeal,  will  not  be  in- 
sensible of  our  situation. 

I  was  informeil  few  days  Since,  that;  Some  Shirts,  waistcoats, 
and  perhaps,  some  Coats  may  be  got  for  the  N.  York  Troops,  at 
the  Proviueial  Store  at  Knepenock,  [Napanock]  if  it  Should  be 
the  Case,  I  Should  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency,  if  you 
would  direirt,  procure  or  give  an  Order,  to  the  Bearer  (Lt.  Els- 
wonh)  to  get  Some  of  the  above  articles,  if  the  whole  cannot  be 
got  And  even,  if  Some  Cloth  could  be  found,  though  not  already 
made  up,  I  may  have  them  made  in  the  Regt. 

We  have  recti  fed  already  few  Pieces  of  Cloth,  from  the 
Cientelnten  Uciegued  in  Congress  which  they  bought  at  Lancaster, 
But;  we  have  hardly  enough,  for  half  of  the  Regiment,  and  the 
cloth  18  so  bad,  that  it  is  worn  out,  nicest  as  soon  as  made.  1  am 
with  BespcH:!  of  Your  Exrf  Uency  the  most  obt.  serv't 

P.  Regnier,  Lieut.  Col.  4tli  N.  York  Rej?t. 
Gup  Tallcj  Forge  April  31st  1778. 

Qoyernor  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  1337.] 
A  Formidable  Petition  for  the  Pardon  of  Myndert  Harris. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 

Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  General  of  all  the  Militia, 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

We  the  Bubscribers,  Inhabitants  of  Dutchess  county,  Faithfall 
subjects  to  the  state  of  New  York — and  hearty  freinds  to  the  Inde- 
pendence of  America,  Beg  leave  to  recommend  Myndert  Harris 
now  under  sentence  of  death,  as  an  object  of  your  Excellency'i 
clemency.  We  hope  his  future  good  behaviour  vrtll  convince  the 
world  tihat  his  Preservation  hath  not  been  in  vain. 

Henry  Livingston  Jur.,  John  Frear,  Elias  Buiuschoten,  Solomoo 
Preligh,  V.  D.  M.,  Isaac  Rysdike,  V.  D.  M.,  Jonas  Kelsy. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  most  Humbly  8heweth> 

Whereas,   Mindred  Harris  Son  of  Joseph  Harris  being  JoBtlJ 
Condemned  to  Die  by  the  Late  Honourable  Court  held  at  Pougl^' 
keepsie  to  the  most  Unspeakable  Grief  of  his  Father  and  Mothe^t 
we  the  Subscribers  most  Earnestly  pray  that  it  may  please  Hi* 
Excellency  to  have  Compassion  on  the  most  Distressed  Fath*?r 
&  Mother  &  Relation  of  Said  Harris,  and  have  Mercy  on  the  CriiH' 
inal  that  it  may  please  Hie  Excellency  to  Grant  a  Reprieve  for 
the  same  not  Doubting  but  this  will  be  a  sufficient  Check  for  him 
in  his  Wickedness  and  Villany  by  Granting  the  above  Bequest 
will  Releive  the  Distressed  Parants  from  their  Grief  and  Diatress, 
in  not  Seeing  their  Child  Come  to  such  an  Untimely  End  as  he  its 
Justly  Sentenced  to,  and  will  Greatly  Oblige  Hici  Excellency's 
Most  Hble.  &  Obdt.  Serv'ts. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Timethey  Ton,  Josiah  Ingerson,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Edward  Tredwell,  James  McCreedy,  Gilbert  Totten,  Ob^- 
diah  Cooper,  Jacob  BriuckerholT,  Richard  Vanwyck,  Corn's  Va^»- 
wyck,  Jacob  Griffin,  Abr*m  Brinckerhofif,  Jasper  Fulmore,  Dirc?*^ 
Brinckerhoff,  Hend'k  WyekofT,  Jacobus  Swartwout,  James  Sn^ 
diker,  Thos.  Storm,  William  Humfrey,  Hugh  Conner,  James  V  J^ 
Burrgh,  John  McBride,  William  Clark,  Peter  Nozon,  Ebene&^^ 
Cary^  BenJ'm  Birdcall,  Maurice  Pleas,  Gideon  Ball,  Stephai  Vofit- 


\ 


Public  Papers  op  Gborgb  Clinton.  241 

puon,  Hezekiah  Collins^  Israel  Vail,  John  Smith,  William  Gif- 

rord,  Israel  Piatt. 

Dutches  County  April  19th  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  O.  Clinton  Bsqr.  Oov'r  &o. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  Hum- 
ble Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Sheweth  That  we  the  Subscribers 
principal  Inhabitants  and  Good  people  as  also  Good  SubjectB  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  Do  beg  leave  to  recommend  Myndert 
Harris  a  prisoner  now  under  Condemnation  to  your  Excellency  as 
an  Object  of  Mercy  we  being  Informed  that  his  Conviction  oon- 
nste  only  of  one  Crime  and  that  the  first,  we  being  further  In- 
formed that  he  hath  been  iji  the  service  of  this  state  and  behaved 
lumself  well  Further  beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  a 
pardon  in  his  Case  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Good  Subjects 
in  General  than  an  Execution  and  we  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever 

pray. 

I  am  willing  that  Mindert  Harris  shou'd  be  Pardon'd. 
Grand  Jury  Wm.  Van  Wyck 

Adrian  Brinckerhoff 

James  Livingston,  E.  Bunschoten  Jr.,  Capt.,  Abraham  Swart- 
wont,  Capt,  Felix  Lewis,  James  Brisben,  Peleg  Seaman,  Richard 
kweis,  Pety  Jury  James  Winans,  Do  Jacob  Low,  Do  Benjamen 
Weatervelt,  Do  Myndert  Vanderbogart,  Christian  Dubois,  Lent., 
Cornelias  Viltse  Com^y  Forrage,  John  Myer,  John  Elsworth, 
George  Elsworth,  Clement  Cornell,  Abraham  Hogland  ins., 
William  Haskin  Lieut. 


To  Us  Bkcellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov- 
cnor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  The 
Himble  petition  of  the  Subscribers  Sheweth  That  we  the  sub- 
MdMn  principal  Inhabitants  and  Good  people  as  also  Gk)od  Sub- 
Mi  cCflie  State  of  New  York  Do  beg  leave  to  recommend  Myn- 
da  a  i/rimmer  now  under  Condemnation  to  ^o\it  YiXe.^V 
It 
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lency  as  an  Object  of  mercy,  we  being  Informed  that  his  Con- 
viction Consists  only  of  one  Crime  and  that  the  first  we  being 
further  Informed  that  he  hath  been  in  the  Service  of  this  State 
and  behaved  himself  well,  Further  beg  leave  to  Inform  your 
Excellency  that  a  pardon  in  hie  Case,  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  good  Subjects  in  General,  than  an  Execution  and  we  as  in  dut  v 
bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 

Sam'l  Dodge  foreman  of  G  Jury,  Jacob  Carl,  John  Carpenter, 
Isaac  Bloom,  Isaac  Finch,  Silas  Germond,  Joseph  Sutherland, 
John  Dodge,  Joseph  Carpenter,  Phinehas  Knapp,  Samuel  Adsit, 
Silvanufl  Beckwith,  James  Thompson,  John  Smith,  Jasper  Ful- 
more,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Elijah  Townsend,  Nathan  Hyatt,  David 
Lyons,  Robert  Hoffman,  Jacobes  Frear. 

This  ifi  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  the  Subscribers  has 
been  to  the  good  people  of  Dutch's  County  in  Genral  and  it  is  the 
Voice  in  Genral,  that  Mindart  Harris  of  said  County  be  Repriev'd 
if  your  Excellency  would  think  proper  and  we  as  in  Duty  Bound 
Shall  Ever  pray. 

Nathaniel  Smith  Capt.,  Jasper  Fulmore  Lt.,  Daniel  Outwater 
Lt. 
April  ye  2d  1778. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov- 
(iviufV  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  The 
humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Sliewet  That  we  the  Sub- 
scribers principal  Inhabetants  and  good  people  as  also  Good  Sub- 
jects of  the  State  of  New  York  Do  beg  Leave  to  recommend  Min- 
dart Harris  Prisoner  now  und(*r  Condemnation  to  your  Excellency 
VLH  an  object  of  mercy  we  lM»ing  informed  that  the  Conviction 
Consists  only  of  (»n(»  Crime  and  tliat  (he  first  we  been  further 
Informed  (hat  lie  IiaOi  b(»en  in  (he  Service  of  this  State  and 
behaved  him  Self  well  Furdier  b(»g  leave  to  inform  your  Kx 
cellency  (hat  a  pardon  in  his  Tase'  will  be  mow?  agreeable  (o 
the  Good  Snbj<»c(s  in  CmmmmjiI  (han  an  Execution  and  we  as  in 
Du(y  bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 
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Reoben  Sutherland,  Hmith  Sutherland,  Joel  Sutherland,  Rich- 
ard Bulock,  Israel  Lewis,  Benjamin  Herrick,  Stephen  Herrick, 
Bofas  Herrick,  Lemuel  Brush,  Judah  Burton,  Daniel  Ward, 
Zacs  Newcomb,  Increase  Carpenter,  David  Carpenter,  Daniel 
Wcke»,  Henry  Humfrey,  David  Sutherland,  William  T.  South- 
erland,  William  Sutherland,  Hezekiah  Mills,  Samuel  Waters, 
James  Hall,  Nehemiah  Smith,  Andrew  Carroll,  John  Gazly, 
James  Tallmadge,  Ephriof  Bullock,  Isaac  Lamb,  Stephen  Adsit. 

END  OF  MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  IV. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.  V. 


.     1778. 
[No.  1338.] 

^fwr^^  Clinton  Returns  Unsold  Tickets  to  the  Managers  of  the  United 

States  Lottery. 

Poukeepsrie  May  Ist  1778. 
Gentlemen,  Agreable  to  an  Act  of  Congress  I  have  the  Honor 
to  inclose  jou  a  Qudrnplicate  Receipt  for  the  United  States  Lot- 
tery Ticketts  which  remained  unsold  in  this  State  on  the  30th 
Apl.  la«t  and  am  with  due  Respect  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
To  the  Managers  of  the  United  States  Lottery,  York  Town. 


i 


Poukeepsie  May  1st  1778. 
Gentlemen,  Agreable  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary last  I  now  transmit  to  your  hon'ble  Board  by  the  Bearer 
hereof  Mr.  David  Barclay  3209  United  States  Tx)ttery  Ticketts 
which  remained  unsold  in  thie  State  on  the  30th  Apl.  last  in- 
closed under  the  privy  Seal  of  this  State  together  with  Quadrupli- 
cate Receipts  for  the  same.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  Most 
Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Hon'ble  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United  States  of 
ABieric%  York  IViwiu 
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to  grant  Commisions  to  the  above  mentioned  persons  and  in  So 
doing  yoa  will  mutch  obigc  your  Real  Humble  Serrant 

Henry  Lndinton. 
Fredrick sburgh  May  Id  1778. 
To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor. 


[No.  1341.] 

Congress  Bestows  Authority  upon  Chvemore  to  Orant  Exenuptims 
from  Military  Service  Under  Certavn  dmditUma. 

In  Congress;  May  1st  1778. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to 
empower  the  executive  authority  of  such  States,  from  time  to 
time,  to  grant  exemptions,  from  duty  in  the  militia,  to  such  pe^ 
sons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  employed  in  manufacturin  - 
military  stones  and  vAhvv  aVticles  for  tlic  use  of  the  Unit 
States. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Ghas.  Thomson  se(*y.^» 


[No.  1342.] 

Otw  of  the  Heroics  of  Fort  Schuylor  Asks  for  More  Active  Service^^ 

Poukeepsie  May  1st  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  8th  Ult.    Gei»  J- 

(iates  is  daily  exi>ected  here  to  take  the  command  of  this  &  tl»* 

Northern  Departm't  which  are  united.     I  am  i)ersuaded  it  is   ^ 

generous  zeal  for  your  Country's  Service  that  inducer  yoa  t:*^ 
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ot  foIlT  executed  may  be  bo  condocted  as  At  least  to  serve  as 
,  Diversion  favourable  to  Genl.  Washington.  I  expect  Genl. 
wMe^  to  take  the  Command  here  in  a  Day  or  two  when  I  will  take 
lie  Liberty  of  suggesting  the  matter  to  his  consideration.  I  am 
vith  very  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  &c. 

[G.  C] 
BUt  Excellency  Gov'r  Trambnll. 


[>o.  1340.] 
C<iM(l  Lftdinton  Has  Ruimd  His  Quota  and  Rrcommcnds  Offtcers. 

» 

Iwonld    inform  yoar  Excelenoy  that   I  have  prosceeded  to 

BiJie  the  Conipaney  aloted  me  to  Raise  as  my  Cota  and  Exspct 

thi'm  to  march  on  Munday  next;   in  Regard   of   offesering    the 

Companev  I  have  Been  obliged  to  Borow  a  pint,  and  thought  it 

■y  Doty  to  acquaint  his  Excelency  in  that  manner;  th«^  man 

ipointed  as  Capt.,  Did  not  Belong  to  the  militia — who  is  Capt. 

Elijah  Tonnsand  the  Barer — But  has  Been  the  most  of  the  time 

m  Service  Bine  the  war  Began  and  has  Been  Captain  with  me 

ii  the  3  months  Servic  at  the  Plains  and  I  Conseive  him  to  Be 

ttore  Butable  to  Command  a  companey  than  one  of  the  militia 

Ciptains;  would  there  fore  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would  give 

Vm  hiB  Comislon;  the  1  Lntt.  is  John  Berrey  a  militia  ofiif^ar; 

tie  2  Lutt.  is  Mr.  WilliaYn  Mctine  a  young  man  who  fonnrrly 

Imd  at  the  Wliite  Plains  and  now  has  moved  among  us.  has 

lerer  Bom  a  commision  In  the  militia,  But  is  Ix>okt  upon  to  Be 

%pnper  penoB  for  itt,  as  he  is  a  man  well  aequented  with  the 

^•rtsf  tfce  Coantiy  where  he  is  going  and  very  t^apablc  of  pre- 

Bir  I  blipe  it  will  Be  agreable  to  his  Exc^hnr  y 
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[No.  i:U4.] 

Qovemor  Clinton  Directs  Colonel  Canivne  to  Keep  Out  Scouting 
Parties  for  the  Protection  of  the  Ulster  Frontier. 

.  Pouglikoepsie  Ist  Maj  1778. 
Sir,  From  the  Accounts  contained  in  the  inclosed  Deposition 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  Committee  of  Mammacotting  &  some 
Intelligence  lately  communicated  by  a  Person  from  Passaking  to 
the  Bearer,  Mr.  Andries  Bevier,  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  your 
County  are  very  apprehensive  of  Danger  from  the  Terries  &  In-  | 
dians  which  they  are  made  to  believe  are  collecting  at  Aquago, 
Shohawken  &  Koolitje.    The  different  Accounts  when  compared 
together  do  not  appear  to  me  sufficient  to  evince  the  Truth  of  any 
formidable  Design  of  the  Indians  against  us.    Small  Parties  of 
^theui  however  influenced  by  Deserters  &  the  disafeeted  Inhab 
ilants,  for  tlu*  Sak(»  of  Plunder  may  be  tempted  to  commit  Depir- 
dations  on  the  Inhabitants.     To  pnnent  which  and  to  collect  the 
earliest  Int(»lligen<(»  of  any  Movement  among  them,  It  is  my  Desire 
that  you  k(»ep  out  Scouting  Parti(»s  from  your  K4»giment  on  the 
\V(»slern  Frontiers  and  the  whole*  of  your  Begiment  in  Constant 
BeadiiK^HH  to  march  on  a  Monu»nt's  Warning.     Tho  the  Parties  iu 
my  Oppinion  need  not  be  huge  th(»y  shoud  be  under  the  Direct  ion 
(»f  a  prudent  Ollicer.     The  NumbcMs  they  ought  to  consist  of  &  tlit* 
IMaces  they  ought  to  occupy,  I  leave  to  be  determined  [by]  your- 
self &  your   Field  Ollicers  with   the  advice  of  Judge  Pawliiifj. 
The  Kxi>enc(^s  will  be  paid  out  of  the  Monies  allowed  by  the 
l/<»gislature  for  paying  &  subsisting  the  Militia  when  calliMl  iuto 
Service.     1  submit  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
exempt  two  or  three  IV^sons  best  ac(piantc*d  with  the  Woods* 
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>'  Indians  from  Militia  Drafts  &  ordinary  Dutv  np>on  their  sorv- 
z  as  Spies  &  Intelligencers.     I  am  &o. 

[G.  C] 
lo.  Can  tine. 


[No.  1345.] 

Col<m€l  Jacob  Klock,  the  Oneida  Frontier  and  Crops. 

Palatine,  May  1  St  1778. 
nonored  Sir,   Some  considerable  Time  ago  I  was  ordered  by  the 
aninis  de  I^afayette,  who  then  commanded  the  Northern  Depart- 
*^nT,  to  draft  eighty  Men  to  be  sent  to  Oneida  for  a  Month  to 
uild  a   Fort    to  protect  the  Indians  of  that  Village,  and  hav(» 
ui-c-  n*c«Mved  your  Excellency's  Orders  to  raise  two  Companies  of 
ixty  Men  earli.     And,  as  th<'  Militia  of  this  County  have  never 
ffr\m  backward  on  any  occasion  to  do  Duty  equal  to  otlier  Coun- 
it;#.  and  in  tlie  (bourse  of  last  Summer  have  suffered  very  niurh, 
uot  only  in   -Vction  but  also  in  their  Crops,  I  cannot  help  repre- 
senting to  your  Excellency  the  Hardship  of  raising  more  Men  then 
luentiontHl  in  your  orders,  as  your  Excellency  must  be  convinced 
tl»at  at  this  busy  season  of  the  Year,  when  every  Person  is  en- 
ipipnl  in  sowing  their  Lands,  we  can  ill  spare  so  many  Men,  and 
ihat  as  there  has  not  been  as  yet  the  least  Appearance  of  any 
i»an}:er  from    the   Westward,  that  a  sufficient  Number  of  Mm 
uiijrht  be  upared  from  Fort  fckthuyler  for  that  Busim^ss.     1  have 
however  in  Obedience  to  yonr  Excellency's  Commands  of  the  Gtli 
'IJiiuo  had  a  Meeting  with  the  Field  Officers  of  the  resin^etive 
tt^inients  of  Militia,  who  have  unanimously  agreed  to  recom 
in4*nd  the  following  Persons  for  Commissioned  Officers  in  the  twij 
Companies  of  Bangers^  viz. 
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John  Bradbick  Capt. 

Adam  Helmer  ) 

y  Lieuts. 

John  Smith  3 

Garret  Putnam  Captain 

Victor  Putnam  )  ^ , 

V  Lieutenants 
Benjamin  Dickson  3 

As  soon  as  the  Drafts  are  compleated  I  shall  cause  Betums  to 
be  made  to  Col.  Graham  according  to  your  Excellency's  Direc- 
tions, and  with  your  approbation  purpose  to  order  one  Companj 
to  Oneida. 

I  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  compleat  the  Return  of  the  State 
of  this  Brigade  which  when  finished  shall  transmit  to  you.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  very  Hble 
Serv't 

Jacob  Klock. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1346.] 

More  Friction  Manifest  in  the  Drafts  for  Completing  the  Cantinenta 

Battalions. 

Schonectady  26th  April  177a 
Sir,  Yours  of  the  14th  Instant  with  the  inclosed  order  is  dol/ 
come  to  hand,  and  am  oblidged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  confi- 
dence you  have  of  my  zeal  for  my  country;  it's  my  earnest  design 
to  serve  my  country  for  the  Libertys  of  Freedom.  The  two  gentle- 
men who  are  appointed  with  me,  sent  me  a  plan  of  which  I  ap- 
proved, in  putting  the  Law  in  execution  for  forwarding  the 
drafts  of  the  Militia.  Col.  Wemple  of  the  Regiment  of  militia  ol 
tbi»  district,  spoke  to  me  this  day  whether  it  coald  not  be  tliat 
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the  drafts  out  of  the  said  Regt.  could  not  be  delivered  to  CJolo. 
Gansevoort's  Regt.  which  is  stationed  at  Fort  Schuyler  and  is  one 
of  the  five  Regiments  raised  in  our  state.  Your  EJxcellencj's  let- 
ter, in  answer  to  the  subject  will  be  very  necessary  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  that  I  may  govern  myself  accordingly.  The  drafts 
that  are  to  come  out  of  the  aforesaid  Regt.  will  not  compleat 
Col.  Gansevoort's  Regt.  Should  your  Excellency  think  proper 
that  Col.  Gansevoort's  Regt.  be  compleated  out  of  the  drafts  of 
Albany  County,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  as  I  have  the  manage- 
ment of  this  County.  I  am  with  due  respect  Your  Excellency's 
most  Obed't  Humble  Servant 

Henry  Glen. 
His  Excellency  Gkorge  Clinton  Esqr.    Governor  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  State  of  New  York,  Poughkeepeie. 


Poughkeepsie  2d  May  1778. 
Sir,   I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  26th  Ultimo.    By  the 
Iaw  for  making  Drafts  from  the  Militia,  for  filling  up  the  five  Con- 
tinental Battallions  raised  in  this  State,  you  will  observe  they  are 
to  rendevouz  at  Eastown  so  that  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  comply 
with  Colo.  Wemple's  Bequest  by  permitting  those  of  his  Regi- 
ment to  Join  Colo.  Gaansevoort's  as  I  coud  wish  to  do.    I  expect 
yon  will  looee  no  Time  in  forwarding  the  Drafts  to  the  Place  as- 
Bigaed  for  their  Rendevouz  &  am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
(To  Henry  Glen.] 
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[No.  1347.] 

Robert  R,  Liv'mgston  Requctfts  the  Exemption  of  8ijp  Mechanics  frm^ 

Military  Duty, 

Rhine  Beck  2d  May  177a 
rK*ar  Sfr,  Mr.  Oautim?  alTordn  me  an  opiwrtnnity  of  writing  to 
your  Excellency  to  know  whether  you  still  retain  your  design  to^ 
exempt  Mechanicks.     As  the  draft  is  now  over  in  the  Manor  &  at. j 
this  place  to  fill  up  the  regiments,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  ex- 
<»mptions  for  three  men  for  my  mother  &  as  many  for  me,  as  onr 
work  is  at  a  stand  for  want  of  them.    Indeed,  I  have  been  deterei 
ffom  beginning  till  I  should  receive  it. 

Jolm  ?itrang  talked  to  me  this  morning  about  the  place  of  8^l^ 
rogate  for  th(»  County  of  West  Ch<*ster;  as  he  is  a  deserving  lad, 
&  it  iai  i>robal)le  there  will  not  be  many  candidates  for  this  place 
I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  him  to  your  Excellency. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  (he  good  news  from  France,  which,   \ 
tho*  it  has  induced  Tx)rd  North  to  alter  his  language,  has  not  beeo 
suflicient  to  teach  Tryon  good  policy,  or  good  maners;  the  Idea   i 
that  the  present  leaders  in  this  controversy  are  the  Authors  of  the 
mischiefs  &  misfortunes  of  the  Country  being  inconsistent  with   ^ 
both.    The  Tories  among  us,  promise  themselves  much  from  this    ' 
plan  of  administration  &  think  that  the  people  are  so  weary  of  war 
as  to  compel  us  to  a  pt»ace — happily  it  works  contrary  to  their 
ex]iecbiition  iK:  will  be  under  heaven  one  means  of  fiocnring  oar 
independence.     I  am  l>'r  Sir  with  the  greatest  e8tt*i*m  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  Ob't  I J  urn.  Serv't 

Robt.  B.  Livingston. 
[To  Oovemor  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1348.] 
Tci/   MrlhjufjaH  Foncards  Pack€ts  from  Congress  to  Governor 
Clinton  and  Questions  the  Actions  of  Captain  Roosevelt, 

Head  Qurs.  Fish  Kill  2d  May  1778. 
►tMr  Sir,  I  >M-iid  you  by  Boarrer  five  Packets  from  Congress; 
e  of  llieiii  eontaiu  the  Draughts  of  the  Bills  with  remarks  by 
igress:  copies  of  which  have  been  inclosed  tp  me.    A  Captain, 
n  R4>sov«'lt  a  Parade  captain  of  Col.  Lasher's  Battalion,  quited 

service  before  the  Enemy  Landed  on  Long  Island  &  remained 
Sew  York.  He  is  now  I  am  informed  at  Reed  Hook;  and  I 
r  he  may  have  been  sent  out  by  Governor  Tryon  for  no  good 
r]Mii*e;  he  caiue  out  some  time  ago  via  San *.    His  charac- 

by  his  conversation  is  very  suspicious.  As  he  is  a  Citizen  he 
Is  more  immediately  under  your  cognisance.  Certain  it  is  that 
*  rout,  and  the  manner  of  his  coming  into  this  state  is  very  ex- 
ptionable;  for  I  do  not  learn  that  he  has  called  on  any  officer 
ril  or  Military  in  this  state.  I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  Humble  Ser- 
int 

AlexV  McDougall. 
To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1349.] 
CQtetfl  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  Requests  that  a  Part  of  Bis  Reijimcnt 
Remain  to  Protect  the  CVwerack  District  from  Tories. 

-Claverack  2d  May  1778. 
1  received  his  Excellency's  commands  this  day  for  one  fourth 
^  my  Regiment  to  march  to  Fish  Kills  as  a  reinforcement  to 
^1.  Gates^g  army.    In  consequence  of  which  have  ordered  my 
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Officers  to  have  their  proportions  ready  for  the  March  agreeable 
to  your  Orders. 

I  thought  it  prudent  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  yes- 
terday, I  received  an  Order  from  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  for  pne  fourth 
of  my  Regiment  to  march  to  the  relief  of  our  Friends  at  Bcha 
hary,  who  are  to  march  to-morrow  morning,  a  Copy  of  which 
is  inclosed.    Thinking  he  might  not  be  apprised  of  it,  and  that 
this  Neighbourhood  is  infested  with  a  Number  of  Villains  who 
plunder  the  Houses  of  the  well  affected  inhabitants,  in  pnrsalt 
of  whom  my  Regiment  has  been  employed  for  several  weeks. 
one  eight  part  having  been  in  rotation  upon  duty  for  five  weeks 
past,  by  which  they  have  been  exceedingly  Harraased,  if  hi? 
Excellency  upon  these  considerations  should  think  proper,  to 
exempt  us  from  this  Tour,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  the  In 
habitants  of  this  part  of  the  District,  as  they  are  very  appre 
hensive  of  having  their  Houses  pilfered,  shall  Order  the  men  to 
march  unless  countermanded  by  his  Excellency.    I  am  his  Ex 
cellency's  most  humble  Serv't, 

Robt.  V'n  Rensselaer. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1350.] 
THE  EXTREME  NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 
Governor  Clinton   Supplies   Colonel  John   Williams   with  8ou^ 
Military  and  Civil  Information. 

Poughkeepsie  2d  May  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  25th  April  &  am  h»0 
to  learn  that  the  apprehensions  of  Danger  from  the  Enemji' 
your  Quarter  was  without  Foundation  &  that  the  MOitia  wi^ 
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ted  so  good  a  Spirit  when  they  had  Reason  to  believe  the 
emv  were  advaneii^.  I  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  raise  the 
nipany  in  Charlotte  for  the  Defence  of  your  Frontiers  with 
:  the  aid  of  any  other  Regiment.  It  was  from  the  Encourage 
nt  you  gave  me  in  a  former  Letter,  I  was  induced  to  confine 
^  raising  of  that  Company  to  your  County,  and  is  is  now  too 
e  to  make  any  alteration  without  disconcerting  the  whole 
ingement  made  for  raising  the  Men  directed  to  be  oalled 
to  active  Service  from  this  State.  If  however  the  Gentlemen 
m  mention  can  procure  a  Number  of  Volluntiers  out  of  any 
ther  Regiment  there  can  be  no  Objection  to  hie  so  doing  &  I 
ball  have  none,  to  his  having  a  Command  in  Capt.  Barnes  Com 
any  equal  to  his  present  in  the  Militia  Regt.  to  which  he  be 
^ngF.  I  flatter  myself  that  Capt.  Barnes  Company  when  corn- 
seated  &  such  Continental  Troops  as  may  be  stationed  in  your 
inarter  will  give  Security  to  the  Inhabitants  &  enable  them 
0  8f»w  &  reap  in  Peace.  I  inclose  you  one  of  the  Militia  Laws 
>v  which  you  will  observe  it  is  your  Duty  to  order  out  all  or 
iiv  Part  of  your  Regiment  on  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  with- 
>at  waiting  for  Orders,  reporting  the  same  immediately  to  the 
'ommander  in  Chief,  the  Militia  who  are  able  are  to  equip  & 
HDTJde  themselves  with  arms  &  ammunition. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  your  Civil  Magistrates  have  not  yet 
laallified.  The  Reasons  to  which  yon  impute  it,  I  mentioned 
0  the  Council  of  ApiK)intment  at  their  first  meeting  after  you 
eft  this  Place,  but  as  they  did  not  see  fit  to  make  any  alteration 
n  the  appointments  they  had  made,  the  Commission  was  of 
Jourse  forwarded  to  your  County  in  the  Order  it  first  stood 
Hie  Betsons  yon  offer  for  declining  to  Quallify  &  Act  as  a 
^ML  Magistrmtef  however  good  they  may  be,  will  by  no  iii^^.ii^ 

ir  ' 
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Justify  a  Kesignatioii  of  your  Military  Command  when  you  canf 
pretend  any  Injury  lias  been  offered  you — mif^lit  it  not  be  well 
to  consider  this  before  you  determine.  I  will  again  mention 
your  Case  to  the  Council.  If  I  can  procure  a  Copy  of  the  ad 
for  raising  the  700  Men  for  the  Defence  of  the  State  it  shall  Ix 
forwarded  to  you.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Since  Writing  the  above  I  have  thought  it  adviseable  to  issoe 
the  inclosed  Orders  which  will  enable  you  to  fill  Capt.  Barnes 
Company.     I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  a  Copy  of  the 
act  for  raising  the  State  Regiment. 
Colo.  John  Williams,  Charlotte  County. 


[No.  1351.] 

General  Conway  Itilizcs  the  Services  of  Watner^s  Men. 

Albany  3d  May  1778. 
Sir,  As  8<K)n  as  I  I/i»arn'd  that  no  eunemy  had  Landed  at  Tycon 
deroga  I  sent  Back  Cireaton's  and  Alden's  Regiments  to  Albany. 
I   proceeded  to  fort  Edward  and   having  Learn'd  that  several 
pieces  of  Cannon  fitt  for  service  and  mostly  eigteen  pounden 
Lay  Between  Sket»ns  Borough  and  fort  Anne  and  Could  witb 
some  industry  and   intelligence  be  sav'd  and  Brought  to  this 
l)lace,    I   stationn'd   sixty   men   of   Warner's   Regiment  at  fort 
Edward  in  ord(»r  to  h(»lp  the  Batteau  Men  and  other  artificers 
in  carrying  of  and  conv(\ving  these  Cannons  to  fort  Anne  from 
whence  Said  Cannon  can  be  transported  by  water  to  this  tow»- 
As  the  militia  at  Otter  Creek  were  to  be  in  service  only  till  tl»« 
aeeond  Day  of  this  month,  I  got  that  post  occupy'd  by  the  re- 
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ainder  of  Warner's  Regiment  amounting  to  about  forty  or 
fty  men. 

The  two  Regiments  now  in  this  town  will  goe  Down  to  West 
oint  as  soon  as  order'd  By  General  Gates. 

I  am  Exceedingly  happy  to  hear  that  France  has  at  Last 
aken  an  open  part  in  this  important  cause.  I  am  confident 
bat  the  consequences  will  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
France  and  America  I  am  with  much  Esteem  Sir  Your  Ex 
?ellency's  Most  Obed't  humble  servant 

Th's  Conway. 
3is  Excellency  Governour  Clinton,  Poukeepsie. 


.     [No.  1352.] 
'benezer  Clark  Accuses  Colonel  Williams  of  Blocking  the  Entire 
Civil  Machinery  of  Charlotte  County. 

New  Perth,  County  Charlotte  May  4th  1778. 
Sir,  By  this  time  I  hope  Your  Excellency  has  received  my  last 
Confus'd  Scrape  about  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  the  magis- 
tracey  of  this  County  refusing  their  Commissions,  but  receiving 
^0  answer  must  beg  leave  to  Trouble  You  with  this  line. 

Col.  Williams  refuseing  to  accept  on  account  of  Mr.  Webster's 
Preference,  has  Prevented  the  whole  Machine  of  Government 
from  motion  in  this  County.  Altho  I  have  heard  no  person  Ob- 
ject to  Mr.  Webster's  appointment  Except  Col.  Williams. 

Mr.  Webster  would  not  Scruple  accepting  if  a  Peremptory  order 

of  Your  Excellency  would  Issue,  so  as  to  Exculpate  him  from  the 

groundless  reflection  of  Soliciting  an  appointment  to  the  oflfice 

>  of  Second  Judge  in  Preference  to  Col.  Williams,  which  his  being 

:  tmeinber  o£  the  Council  of  Appointment  gave  him  an  opertunity 

fcto  do,  and  his  Bival  Buposes  him  to  have  Improved. 
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I  Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brunson,  the  fonrth  Jodge,  Con- 
taiuing  his  Refusal  of  the  office  as  he  Conciders  himself  a  Sub- 
ject of  a  different  State. 

I  am  afraid  that  by  reason  of  Some  neglects,  &  the  alarms  we 
have  had  about  the  Time  our  Elections  Should  have  been  held— 
that  we  will  be  disai>ointed  of  a  Representation  in  the  Legis- 
lature the  ensueing  Year.  Mean  time  with  Esteem  &  regard  I 
am  Sir  Your  most  obt.  &  very  Hum'ble  Serv't 

Ebenezer  Clark* 

His  Excellency  Oeorge  Clinton  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  St^^K 
of  New  York  at  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1353.] 

John  Cunningham^s  Petition  for  a  Reprieve. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  And  Capt 

General  of  the  State  of  New  York  And  Vice  Admiral  of  the 

Navy  of  the  Same. 

The  Humble  Petition  address  or  Remonstrance  of  John  CuD- 
ningham  Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  a  true  subject  of  the  United  Stat^*' 
being  in  the  service  thereof  from  the  Beginning  of  this  Prese^^ 
War  and  Suffered  much  thereby  Both  by  sea  &  land. 

And  may  it  please  Your  Excellency,  the  Prisoner  Cunninghai'' 
has  been  warned  two  Days  Before  trial  to  Employ  a  loyer,  b^ 
iHMDg  Closly  Confind  among  a  nura'r  of  people  of  an  Opposite 
Principle,  &  no  man  admitted  to  visit  him,  being  also  a  stranger 
&  an  Illeterate  man  &  not  able  to  Speake  in  his  own  deffeuce,  tb^ 
his  defence  Ever  so  just,  and  also,  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  * 
loyer  to  plead  his  Case,  are  thereby  Condemn'd  to  die. 

The  Judge  of  the  Court  told  the  Prisoner  yt  he  might  Petitian 
Yonr  Excellency  for  a  Reprief  till  the  Next  Assixes. 


J 
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The  PriHoner  uuder  the  afforsaid  difficulty  &  not  thereby  abh^ 
to  Employ  a  Suitable  Person  to  write  his  Petition,  is  Compelled 
by  fatal  Necessity  to  take  this  method  to  Inform  your  Excellency, 
that  he  has  also  Petitioned  the  judge  for  a  Copy  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  Court,  but  has  not  obtained  it. 

Will  your  Excellency  therefore  according  to  your  well  known 
Wisdom  &  Humanity  Grant  his  Petition,  the  prisoner  pleads 
Entirely  Innocent,  and  by  all  accounts  is  Innocent  before  the 
allseeing  eye  of  God  in  whose  hands  are  all  human  E^^nts.  The 
God  of  peace  will  be  your  Excellencies  Reward  Which  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  be  the  prayer  of  Your  Excellencies  Humble 
Petioner. 

John  Cunningham. 
Citv  Hall  May  4th  1778. 


[No.  1354.] 

Captain  Tan  Keuren^s  Company  Petitions  for  the  Appointment  of 
David  Monelly  Instead  of  William  Watson,  as  an  Officer  in  That 
Company.  i 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  We  your  Excellency's  most 
faithful  Constituents  intreat  your  A^ention  to  this  our  humble 
petetion;  that  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Maj'r  New-Kirk  to 
return  persons  for  two  vacancies  which  remained  unfilled  in  this 
Company.  In  Compliance  with  said  orders,  two  persons  were 
retnmed,  one  of  which,  we  find  have  been  left  out;  and  W'illiam 
Watson  entered.  The  Consequenciee  of  it  we  dread,  as  we  must 
represent  him  to  your  Excellency  as  a  troublesome  man  and  in 
the  highest  degree  unworthy  an  appointment ;  Knowing  to  what 
violent  resentment  and  incurable  disorder  it  will  throw  this  com- 
pany into:  We  are  thus  called  upon  to  address  your  Excellency 
»Bd  pray  that  you  may  interpose  in  our  behalf.  We  would 
bimbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency's  notice 


262  Public  Papers  of  Gborob  Clinton. 

David  Monnell,  as  a  proper  person  and  worthy  the  appointni 
to  which  Watson  is  returned.  We  shall  earnestly  deplore 
Event  that  has  a  tendency  contrary  to  this  onr  humble  petitiatfj 

We  solemnly  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  not  only  derini 
an  indulgence  in  this  our  request;  But  that  your  Excellency  i 
long  preside  over  this  Btate,  with  honour  to  yourself  and  han[ifaMi 
to  your  Constituents,  Is  the  sincere  desire  of  your  Excellenqf^ 
humble  petitioners. 

Hendr.  Vankeuren  Capt.,  John  Barber  Lieut.,  Tunis  Vanondil|i 
Thos.  Peacock,  Johannis  Miller,  Jun.,  Jas.  Monell,  George  Uvm^i 
George  Smith,  John  Welch,  James  McMasters,  Thomas  BeMjt 
Samuel  Smith,  John  Harris,  Andress  Hart,  James  Wharry,  Henijf  i 
Rockefeller,     Cristian     Rockefeller,     William     Lewis,     Robert 
Wharry,  John  Moon,  John  Spark  McOay,  Stephen  Goldsmith, 
Charles  Haines,  Joseph  Elder,  John  McClean,  William  Davie. 
Hanover  May  4th  1778. 
[Petition  "  granted."] 


4Ko.  1355.] 
DISSENSIONS  IN  THE  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 

Colonel  John  Williams  Requests  Governor  Clinton  to  Circulate  His 

Proclamation, 

White  Crt^k  May  4th  1778. 
Hon'd  Sir,  I  have  l:>een  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  tbeec 
four  days  Past  and  am  exceedingly  Sorry  to  find  that  notwith 
standing  my  Utmost  Endeavour  your  Late  Proclimation  &  Over 
tures  have  been  Secreete<l  or  k(»pt  from  the  Inhabitants  in  Gen 
eral  in  such  manner  as  they  have  not  been  made  acquainted  witi 
them,  by  which  they  are  now  become  very  uneasey,  and  I  believ* 
if  a  little  pains  were  taken  they  may  be  easily  brought  to  thel 
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tlU»j!iiinet*  to  this  State.  I  wrote  to  you  some  time  since  Ke- 
spettinjr  this  matter,  Requesting  you  would  Send  me  some  of  the 
Proi'limations  and  must  again  remind  you  of  it.  You  InformM 
yoo  [mej  that  you  would  lay  the  matter  before  the  Legislature 
IB  order  to  asertain  the  manner  those  Inhabitants  were  to  apply 
k  to  whom  they  might  send  there  names.  I  can  easily  conceive 
that  the  Inhabitants  are  getting  into  disentions;  and  make  no 
U>abi  if  they  knew  how  to  proceed  in  Sending  their  names  in  a 
8K*reet  manner^  but  one  half  would  do  it  in  a  few  weeks,  was  the 
Places  affixed  Contigious  to  them-^numbers  hath  lately  applied 
tome  for  that  Purpose  as  you  will  See  by  some  who  requested  me 
toHend  the  Inclosed  to  you.  I  was  with  some  of  their  Pretended 
Codndl  a  few  days  Since;  who  Informed  me  that  if  the  Overture 
meant,  that  where  a  Township  having  been  granted  under  New 
Hami>shiri\  and  Possession  taken  in  Consequence  thereof,  before* 
jrranied  under  New  York  should  be  Confirnrd  To  the  Inhabitants 
that  this  State  would  gain  the  Point.  I  infornrd  them  that  I 
«;u<  nf  the  Opinion  If  the  Overtures  was  not  altogetlu^r  what 
thi-v  wante^l,  they  ought  to  Inform  the  Legislature  of  it  and  I 
W'Yu-n*  you  may  expect  an  answer  Soon. 

Two  DisiTters  came  in  I^ast  Friday  night  into  Dorset,  havt? 
b^n  Sixteen  days  from  St.  Johns,  Informs  us  that  the  Enemy 
are  moving  the  Cannon  over  the  Carrying  place  towards 
Monutreall,  That  there  was  a  general  talk  of  the  French  being 
Id  the  mouth  of  the  River  St.  I^awrence.  That  Governor  Charl- 
lon  had  ordered  a  number  of  the  Canadians  from  every  Parish  to 
take  op  arms,  and  on  their  Refusal  Sent  the  German  Troops  to 
^'ompell  them,  on  which  an  Engagement  Ensued  and  fifty  Ger- 
mans Fell.  That  a  Great  Sickness  had  attended  them  and 
Scearce  any  Sayages  was  with  them. 
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There  is  no  Enemy  now  Nearer  than  about  Twelve  Miles 
Side  Point  Lefair.     The  Rangers  are  Out  on  the  Frontieni, 
they  Recruit  Very  Slowly.     However  Since  I  received  your 
of  the  24th  Ult.  the  Inhabitants  Seems  to  be  well  p^eafled,  and 
all  hands  Getting  in  their  Crops. 

Very  Unfortunate  no  advertizments  hath  appeared  for  a 

Election  nor  did  I  see  the  Act  till  too  late,  and  I  believe  that 

one  District  Voted  on  the  day  appointed,  where  the  fault  lies  I' 

know  not.    The  Commissioners  for  Detecting  Conspiracies  t$^. 

goes  on  well  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  at  peace  again  (in  the  Coont;^ 

soon.    I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  most! 

Obed't  &  most  Hum'le  Serv. 

Jno.  Williams. 

P.  S.     I  must  beg  you'll  not  Omitt  Sending  the  ProclimatioBli 

To  (lovernor  Clinton. 


[No.  1356.] 
Medicines  for  the  British  Hospital  at  Albany. 

White  Plains  May  4th  1778. 
Sir,  Cap.  Acker  tels  me  he  left  the  medicine  for   the  British 
Hospital  at  Albany,  with  Mr.  Mandevel  in  the  High  Lands  near 
lleverly  Roberson's  &  that  Genl.  Parsons  promised  him  to  send 
them  to  His  Excellency  the  Gov'r.  I  am  yo's  &c. 

Morris  Graham  Coll.  Commanding  at  White  Plains. 
Robt.  l^enson. 


[No.  1357.] 
Drafted  Men  Apparently  Neglected. 

Poukeepsie  May  4th  177a 
r,  Hia  Excellency  the  Gov'r  (being  informed  that  the  DnttM 
<Hiiitl  Begta.  are  in  many  if  not  the  most  Puts 


T^UBLic  Papers  of  George  Clixtox.  2»>5 

the  State  noi^  compleated)  has  directed  me  to  signifT  his  Re- 
K«t  that  the  Commissioners  will  without  Delay  appoint  the 
eceesarr  superintendants  to  receive  the  Dr'fts  from  the  diflTt 
tepm'ts  &  cansie  them  to  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost  Dis- 
atch  to  the  Place  of  Rendezvous.  'Tis  said  the  Drafts  are  stroll- 
Dgab't  the  Country  for  want  of  Persons  to  take  them  in  Charge 
fi:iunlt«s  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  this  business)  many  of 
liem  after  having  received  the  Bounty  will  go  off  entirely.  As 
the  Reputation  of  the  State  as  well  as  that  of  his  Excellency  (who 
ms  entrusted  w^th  the  appointm't  of  Commissars)  is  materially 
concerned  in  its  not  being  behindhand  in  prosecuting  this  Matter 
with  as  mush  dispatch  as  our  Neighbours,  he  therefore  requests 

tliat  you  &  the  other  Commissioners  will  exert  yourselves  on  this 

occasion.  I  ivm  Sir  Yours  &ca. 

R  Benson.  P.  Secry. 
Jonathan  Lawrence,  Esqr. 


[No.  1358.] 

TROUBLES  OF  THE  TWELFTH  ALBAXY. 

Crop*  Lost  bff  the  Bnrgopne  Campaign — Families  Threai^nefl  hit 
Savages — They  Ask  to  Be  Exempt  from  the  Draft. 

To  bis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Oov^rnor  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  General  of  all  the  militia  and  Admiral  of  the 

navy  of  the  Same. 

The  Petition  of  the  field  OtBcers  and  Captains  of  the  12th  Regt. 
of  Militia  of  the  County  of  Albany,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
the  other  Officers,  Non  Commissioned  Officers,  and  privates  of 
^id  Regiment 

Humbly  Bhewetb, 

That  last  Snnuner  when  the  enemy  under  Genenil  Bur;:o.\ne 
:  down  the  NoitJr  River ^  the  most  of  your  PelUVm^irA 
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were  obliged  to  move  from  their  Habitations  at  Such  Short  no- 
tice, that  they  lost  the  greateet  part    of  their  Crops,  and  a  great 
part  of  their  Stock  and  other  Effects;  And  it  was  So  late  in  the 
Season  before  they  dared  return  that  very  flew  of  them  were 
able  to  Sow  any  Winter  grain;  which  makes  it  the  more  immedi- 
ately necessary  for  them  to  exei-t  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
procure  Summer   grain   for   the    Support    of   themselves  and 
Familys;  And  as  Some  of  them  are  immediately  exposed  to  the 
inpoad«  of  the  Savages  Shoud  they  be  again   let   loose  on  the 
frontier  Inhabitants;  they  expect  (Shoud  the  war  continue  to  be 
frequently  alarmed,  and  taken  from  their  business,  if  nothing 
worse  Shoud  hapiK'n)  and  by  that  means  be  dissenabled,  to  find 
their  faimilys  even  the  necossarys  of  life.    'Riat  your  Petitioners 
understand  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  passed  the 
Ist  of  April  last,  that  there  is  a  draft  of  the  15th  man  orderd 
from  certain  R^^giments  of  Militia,  to  fill  up  the  five  Continental^ 
Battalions  raised  under  IJie  direction  of  this  State.     That  yod* 
petitioners  further  understand  by  said  Act,  that  your  Exa^Uk^nr^ 
has  it  in  your  power  to  Dispense  with  the  Same  So  far  as  i 
concerns  Such  Regiments  as  have  since  the  1st  of  January  la^ 
furnished,  or  have  been  or  Shall  be  orderd  to  furnish  men  fo 
any  Service,  or  to  Fiessen  the  number  of  drafts  to  be  furnished  l"^. 
Said  Regiments,  as  to  you  may  Seem  meet. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  furnished  above  a  fifteenth  na.^ 
Since  the  Said  1st  of  January  for  a  four  months  Service  whi^ 
wants  a  considerable  time  yet  of  btMUg  expired. 

This  C<msideration  added  to  our  Distressed  circumstances  "V 
hoiMi  will  induce  your  Excellency  to  favour  us  in  the  pres^'^ 
draft;  either  by  discharging  us  altogether  therefrom,  or  by  les^^^ 
ing  the  number  of  men  we  are  to  furnish;  or  if  neither  ol  these  c«^ 
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(^onsi8tellltly  be  done,  by  allowing  us  to  raise  a  few  men  for  the 
Defence  of  our  own  frontiers  in  lieu  of  said  draft.    And  your 

Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray. 

Jacobus  Van  Schoonhoven  Collo.  Stephen  White  Capt. 

James  Gordon  Lieut.  Coll.  Nanning  Visseher  Capt. 

And'w  Mitchell  2d  Major.  Joshua  Losee  Capt. 

Tyran's  Collins  Capt.  Elies  Steenbergh  Capt. 


May  4th  1778. 
Genl.  Orders. 

The  Company  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  State 
to  continue  in  Service  for  the  epace  of  one  Year  to  be  computed 
from  the  1st  Day  of  Jan'y  last  &  to  be  commanded  by  Jno.  Barnes 
is  to  consist  of  eighty  men  includ'g  noncommissioned  officers  in- 
^ead  of  seventy  as  heretofore  ordered. 

The  Regt.  of  militia  in  the  County  of  Albany  commanded  by 
^olo.  McCrea  &  the  two  Companies  of  the  12th  Albany  Regt.  of 
*^iUtia  in  Balls-Town  are  to  furnish  quotas  of  men  for  that 
^Uipany  according  to  the  strength  of  the  diff't  Corps  from  which 
^'^^J  are  to  be  raised,  to  be  proportioned  by  the  command'g  Offi- 
^^*«  of  the  same  who  are  to  meet  for  the  purpose;  in  considera- 
^^H  whereof  the  s'd  Regt.  &  Companies  shall  be  exempted  from 
^i^ishing  Drafts  for  filPg  up  the  5  cont'l  Battalions  raised  in 
^is  State  agreable  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  last  Ses- 
■^^^n  for  that  purpose. 

One  of  the  Subaltern  Officers  for  Capt.  Barnes'  Company  to  be 
^Iten  from  Oolo.  McCrea's  Regt.  or  from  the  two  Companies  of 
^^iB-Town  &  provided  the  greater  proportion  of  the  men  be 
■^ised  from  that  Regt.  &  the  s'd  two  Companies  then  they  are  to 
Ki^eboth  the  Subaltern  Officers. 
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The  Company  when  raised  is  to  be  divided  into  two  Parti; 
the  one  under  the  immediate  command  of  Capt.  BavuB  to  conwit 
of  50  men,  is  to  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  give  protection  to  tbe  In- 
habitants ag't  the  Enemy  that  may  penetrate  by  the  way  of  Lake 
George  or  Skeensborough — ^the  other  under  the  command  of  a 
Subaltern^  so  as  to  cover  the  Western  &  Northern  Prontiere  of 
Saratoga  &  Ballstown,  or  to  be  employed  in  such  other  Servictt 
as  his  Excell'cy  the  GovV  shall  think  proper. 


[No.  1359.] 
Oovemor  Clinton  Consents  to  Exempt  Mechanics  from  the  Diap 

Conditionally. 

Poukeepsie  May  4th,  177S. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  just  received  a  Duplicate  of  a  liOtter  from  Mi 
Abraham  Livingston  Dated  Charles  Town  South  Ca.rolina  31fi 
March  last  which  mentions  that  the  Sum  of  £927:  17:  6  i 
raised  by  Subscription  in  that  State  for  the  Relief  of  such  of  tl 
Inhabitants  of  Kingston  who  suffered  by  the  Enemy  last  Fa 
and  that  the  Monc^y  tho  not  yet  I'eceived  was  forwarded  to  me 
be  di8tr[ib]uled  accordingly  &  may  therefore  be  daily  expecte 

The  Drafts  for  filling  up  the  (Continental  Battallk)ns  l>eing  1 
this  Time  compleated,  1  mean  to  grant  Exemptions  from  ordina 
Militia  Drafts  such  as  the  Person  administring  the  Oovemi't  of  I 
own  authority  may  mak<*  for  a  Number  of  Mechanicks  who  « 
agree  to  work  at  Reasonable  Wages  for  such  of  the  Inhabitai 
as  were  burnt  out  by  the  Enemy  last  fall  &  are  rebuilding 
proper  Application  being  made  to  me  for  the  Purpose.  W 
best  Compliments  to  your  own  &  Brothers  Families  I  am  Yo 

[Q.  C. 


Gotemor  CUntm  Decides  that  Drafted  Men  Shall  Be  Assigned  to 
Any  Past  Within  the  State. 

Poughkeepsie  4th  May  1778. 
Dear  Sir,    I  have  received  your  Ijetter  of  the  2d  Instant  to- 
gether with  a  Petition  from  Capt.  Gardner's  Company  to  be  ex- 
empted from  furnishing  their  Quota  of  Men  for  Capt.  Bell's  Com- 
pany of  Colo.  Graham's  Regiment  or  rather  that  they  may  be 
stationed  in  that  Neighbourhood  as  a  Guard  on  their  own  Shore. 
In  answer  to  which  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  my  Intention,  that 
the  Men  raised  in  your  Regiment  shall  be  employed  as  a  Guard 
to  the  South  End  of  the  County  of  Orange  unless  the  Service  of 
the  State  may  absolutely  require  them  elsewhere  and  the  Situa- 
tion of  affairs  in  your  County  such  as  will  admit  of  it;  &  It  is 
my  design  to  station  them  from  Time  to  Time  where  they  will 
afford  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Regiment  in  general  most  safety 
&  prevent  the  Enemy  obtaining  Supplies.     By  the  Law  authoriz- 
ing the  raising  of  this  Regiment  it  is  expressly  declared  to  be 
for  the  Defence  of  the  State.    You  will  readilly  perceive,  there- 
fore, the  Impropriety  of  my  Entring  into  any  Promise  or  Engage- 
ment to  station  any  Part  of  it  at  a  particular  Place — which  you 
will  please  to  mention  &  explain  to  the  Petitioners.     I  am  sensi- 
ble they  have  been  greatly  harrassed  &  distressed  by  the  Enemy 
bat  BO  have  their  Neighbours  to  the  Southward  of  them,  &  the 
People  of  West  Chester,  Charlotte  &  Tryon  Counties,  yet  they 
have  farnifihed  an  equal  Proportion  of  Men  for  the  present  Service 
without  stipulating  as  to  the  Place  at  which  they  shoud  be 
.  itttioned.    I  have  not  a  Quire  of  Paper  in  the  World  so  that 
I  cannot  order  you  a  supply  nor  can  I  direct  you  where  to  pro- 
core  any.    I  am  your  most  G.  C. 
T^Golo.Haj. 
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[No.  1361.] 

TRYON'S  INSIDIOUS  METHODS. 

Sends,  Through  a  Flag  of  Truce,  Bundles  of  English  Literature  to 
Deceive  OMd  Delude  Patriotic  Americans. 

Poughkeepsie,  4th  May  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  The  Bearer  Mr.  Hunt,  Adjudant  of  Colo.  Gmham'« 
Regiment,  who  expected  to  find  you  at  Flshkill,  but  being  di«- 
apointed  came  forward  to  me,  is  charged  with  a  large  Bundle  of 
Packages  (sent  out  Under  the  Sanction  of  a  Flagg  by  Mr.  Tryon 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  our  Lines)  directed  to  Gov'r  Trum- 
bull, Genl.  Putnam  and  various  Committees  of  different  Districts 
in  this  State  &  Connecticut.     I  have  opened  one  of  them,  which 
was  directed  to  the  Committee  &  find  inclosed  the  late  Concilia- 
tory Bills  of  the  British  Parliament  &  two  late  York  Papers 
printed  by  Robertson  to  serve  the  same  Wicked  Purpose  of  de- 
ceiving the  People.    The  several  Bundles  directed*  to  this  State 
I  have  locked  up.    The  others  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the 
Bearer  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  shall  Judge  proper.     Is  there 
not  a  degree  of  Insolence  &  Impropriety  in  Mr.  Tryon's  Conduct 
in  this  attempting  to  circulate  through  the  Country  under  the 
Sacred  Sanction  of  a  Flagg  Printed  hand  Bills  evidently  calcu- 
lated to  seduce  &  Intimidate  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States 
from  their  Duty  &  Allegiance?     It  strikes  me  as  very  indecent 
and  improper.     If  realy  so  I  trust  you  will  give  him  a  Word  of ": 
Reproof.     I  am  with  particular  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv'trl 

[G.C.] 

I  have  nothing  new  from  the  Northward  or  any  other  Quarter  - 
since  I  wrote  you  last. 
The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Gates. 
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[No.  1362.] 
Relative  to  the  Exchange  of  Certain  Families. 

Sir,  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  New  York  1  forwarded  Mrs. 
Rappleyes  Letter  acquaiuting  her  at  tbe  same  time  that  her  Fam- 
ily and  Effects  were  Exchanged  for  Mrs.  Clopper  and  that  I  had 
procured  the  Genl's  consent  to  let  them  Pass  unmolested.    The 
answer  I  received  was  that  her  Father  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  parting  with  her,  would  much  rather  her  Husband  should 
come  to  her,    Be  assured,  Sir,  we  have  been  anxiously  sollicitous 
about   the  accomplishment  of  our  Promis  which  has  hitherto 
proT'd  in  vain.    If  you,  Sir,  will  be  Pleas'd  to  Point  out  a  Family 
in  exchange,  every  Endeavour  shall  be  exerted  to  forward  them 
vrith  their  Effects,  for  which  I  have  obtained  the  Genrs  consent. 
lie  pleas'd  to  offer  my  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Clinton  whose  friendly 
attention  to  me  when  in  Distress  has  impressed  my  mind  with 
the  warmest  gratitude.    And  give  me  leave.  Sir,  after  wish'ng 
you  Health  and  Happiness  to  subscribe  my  self  your  Fruiid 

Catharine  Turnbull. 
the  4  May  1778. 

You  will  oblige  me  much,  Sir,  if  it's  possible  to  permit  oar 
f'urniture  remaining  at  Clavarack  to  Pass  down  tbe  Uiver. 


Madam,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  24th  of  last 
3donth.  It  is  with  concern  I  learn  that  Mrs.  Clupp(»r  has  not 
been  able  to  perfect  her  Exchange  for  the  Faiuilly  and  Effects 
of  Mrs.  Rappelye.  1  am  Confident  Mrs.  Clopper  is  desirc^ous  of 
fulfilling  her  Engagement,  &  I,  therefore,  take  this  Eaiiiest  Op- 
portunity of  substituting  for  her  Exchange  the  Faniilly  &  Ef- 
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fects  of  Mrs.  Boorem  of  Kings  County  on  Long  Island  instead  of 
Mrs.  Rappelyes.  Colo.  Van  Allen  will  have  orders  to  send  down 
your  Furniture  by  the  next  Conveyance  practicable.  I  am  witi 
great  Respect  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[Q.  C] 
[To  Mrs.  Catharine  TurnbulL] 


1^ 


[No.  1363.] 

Secretary  of  State  Scott  Incapacitated  by  an  Attack  of  Rheumafi^fM, 

Hurley  May  5th  177S- 
Sir,   I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  the  utter  Tm- 
possibilily  of  my  present  attendance  on  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment.   A  severe  fit  of  the  Rheumatism  in  the  Back  of  my  HeA^ 
&  Neck  renders  the  least  Motion  extreamly  painful  to  me.    ^^^^ 
that,  even  besides  the  danger  of  increasing  my  Complaint  I^  ^^ 
travelling,  the  most  moderate  Exercise  would  be  intolerable  t  ::^^ 
me.    All  the  assurance,  therefore,  which  I  can  give  is  that  I  \\\\^   ' 
attend  as  soon  as  my  disorder  will  permit.     I  am  sorry  that  ou:    ^^ 
distance  is  so  great  that  the  better  health  of  yourself  and  thi^  ^  ^' 
other  Gentlemen  will  not  permit  our  being  together  notwith^  ^^ 
standing  my  Indisposition.     For  no  man  regrets  delay  in  tht^  ^^ 
Business  of  appointments  more  than  I  do.     I  am  making  out  ^       ^ 
Copy  of  the  act  for  altering  the  Judgment  in  Cases  of  Trea8oi*==^; 
which  Mr.  McKesson  has  s(»nt  for.     I  have  forgot  the  Title  of  ilz:^^ 
other  act  which  Mr.  Yates  wanted;  if  he  will  send  it  to  me  I"^   ^* 
have  the  Copy  made  for  him.     I  am  Sir  respectfully,  Youi  E     ^^' 
cellency's  most  obed't  Serv't 

Jno.  Morin  Bcott. 
Uis  Extellenoy  the  Oov'r. 
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[No.  1364.] 

CoUmel  Wifnkoop  Reports  the  Launching  of  a  Chmhoat  and  Asks 
for  a  Pass  for  Mrs.  Ra/y. 

Coeyemans  5th  May  1778. 
Sir,  Mrs.  Ray  Stopt  here  on  her  passage  (she  hopes)  down  to 
New  York;  she  requested  of  me  to  beg  of  your  Exeeirey  to  give 
her  what  assistance  she  needs  in  order  to  have  a  Clear  passage 
down. 

I,  therefore,  take  the  Liberty  to  request  of  your  Excellency  if 

it  can  consistently  be  done  to  permit  her  to  Go  to  her  husband. 

As  a  number  of  the  artificers  I  have  employed  here  were  of  the 

foar  months  militia  who  were  discharged  from  that  Service,  and 

in  consequence  of  that  discharge  have  Left  me,  I  wrote  to  Genl. 

McDougal  to  Send  me  about  25  Ship  carpenters  &c.  but  forgot  to 

mention  about  the  necessary  tools  to  bring  with  them,  which  we 

sha^ll  be  in  want  of.    This  day  one  of  the  Vessels  was  Launched, 

«^d  in  hopes  to  have  four  more  in  a  few  days,  as  they  stand 

frajned  and  busy  Planking  them.     I  am  in  Great  haste  Sir  Your 

naost  Hble.  Serv't 

Corn's  D.  Wynkoop. 
iTo  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1365.] 
CONFUSION  OVER  THE  NEW  MILITLV  LAW. 

Tike  Troublesome  Question  of  the  Exempts — Completing  the  Works 
at  the  King's  Ferry, 

Fish  Kill  May  6th  1778. 

Sir,  Your  Favor  of  the  3rd  Instant  came  to  Hand  in  my  ab- 

^^ce.    Major  Piatt  informs  me  he  has  sent  the  men  you  wrote 

^^f^     But  I  beg  the  Corps  to  be  raised  for  guarding  the  Prisoners 

18 
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maj  be  expedited,  as  Colonel  Dubois's  Regiment  must  be  col- 
lected to  compleat  a  work  at  Kings  Ferry  to  secure.it  in  all  ordi 
nary  Cases.  For  in  its  present  State,  a  single  Galley  cuts  off 
the  Communication  and  tlie  certain  use  of  the  Ferry.  It  is  vain 
for  me  to  ask  for  the  assistance  of  the  militia  for  some  Time, 
altho  the  works  advance  but  slowly;  as  I  find  the  Draughting 
and  new  arranging  them  prevents  it.  But  the  works  will  require 
their  assistance  as  soon  as  it  can  be  obtained.  The  two  inclosed 
Papers  from  Mr.  Weisner  will  inform  you  of  Impediments  which 
he  tinds  prevent  their  coming  out.  Cannot  some  of  them  be  re- 
moved? If  my  memory  serves  me  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
subjects  the  Iron  ordnance  above  intended  for  the  Defence  of 
the  River  to  your  orders.  1  have  therefore  to  request  you  to 
back  the  order  for  sending  them  down  in  the  Inclosed  Letter  to 
Major  Stephens,  seal  it  and  send  it  by  the  Express.  The  small 
pox  is  still  kept  in  this  Town;  I  wish  to  have  the  Law  that  puts 
the  Innoculation  under  Restrictions.  If  I  take  any  violent  meas- 
ures to  prevent  it,  a  Clamour  will  be  raised.     General  Gates  is  not 

arrived.     I  am  Sir  Your  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougali. 
Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


May  6th  1778. 
Dear  general.  Since  I  Saw  you  I  have  had  an  oppertunity  of 
Speaking  to"  Coll.  llathorne  who  tels  me  that  our  Late  malitia 
Law  is  so  Constructed  as  to  lU'uder  it  NecHJSsary  for  the  Exemts 
of  this  State  to  form  ihoiu  Selves  into  Companies  and  Batalions 
and  that  within  a  (3<*rtain  nuinbi»r  of  weeks,  which  time  will  very 
Soon  Expire*  I  am  all  most  Sliure  that  nothing  will  Be  Done  in 
Consequence  of  that  part  of  the  Law  till  the  governor  gives  pe^ 
ticular  order  for  that  pui*pose.    I  therefore  Beg  the  favour  ot 
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)  mention  this  Sircumstance  to  his  Excellency  who  I  am 
will  doe  Every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  the  general 

I  Bo  good  Enough  to  Excuse  my  writing  on  this  small  piece 
iT  as  it  is  all  the  paper  that  I  have. 

I  am  Sir  your  Hnmble  Servant 

Henry  Wisner. 

I  am  informed  Since  I  left  West  Point  that  the  Exemts 

t  to  foil  one  half  of. the  whole  number,  two  thirds  of  which 

»r  actual  Servlfi  in  the  five  Batallions  of  malitia  Commandtd 

onels  Woodhull,Hathorn,Tusteen,  McClaghry  and  Harden- 

anii  I  Expect  it  to  Be  the  Case  with  the  other  Batallions 

State  that  a  great  part  of  the  men,  I  Believe  more  than  one 
Kirt  Claim  an  Exemption  from  military  Duty:  Some  from 
laving  formerly  worn  Commisions,  Some  from  their  hav- 
en voted  into  offises  through  not  haveing  had  Commisions, 

Considerable  number  are  Exemted  By  the  Different  tan- 
vho  under  pertence  of  their  taning  some  hides  for  the  use 

pablick  Say,  that  they  have  orders  from  the  Commasary 
^  to  Exemt  from  milatary  Duty  all  Such  persons  as  they 
eed    for   Carreying   on   their   Buisness,   many   others   are 
ed  But  for  what  Reasons  I  am  not  able  to  Say. 
ooourable  Major  General  McDugal  at  West  Point  fort. 


[No.  1366.] 
iard  Thomas  Appeals  for  an  Exchange  to  Governor  Clinton, 

Provoo»t,  N:  York  May  6th  177a 
r    it  Fieaae  Your  Exrellency,   Ab  Necessity  i»  the  only 
OfOr  I  can  maki^  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  the  more 
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Readily  Pardon  me  for  intruding  upon  you.    We  hare  this  Day 
had  a  visit  from  Elias  Boudenot,  Esqr.,  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  for  the  United  States  of  America,  who  I  am  Informed 
has  nothing  to  do  with  those  who  are  called  State  Prisoners,  bo 
that  many  of  us  are  excluded  from  the  Benefit  of  an  Exchange 
that  is  now  likely  to  take  place,  so  that  we  have  now  no  hope  but 
from  the  Governour's  Councils  and  Assembly  of  the  Bespective 
States  to  which  we  belong,  whose  Zeal  and  humanity  we  firmly 
confide,  not  doubting  but  what  they  will  use  every  Effort,  to  pro- 
cure an  Exchange  for  such  as  have,  and  still  are  True  and  Loyal 
Subjects  of  the  States. 

I  Served  as  a  Clerk  to  Colo.  Henry  B :  Livingston,  of  the  Fourth 
New  York  Regiment,  and  as  my  Time  of  Service  was  expired, 
I  Returned  to  Long  Island  where  I  formerly  lived,  to  take  sonae 
care  of  my  private  affairs,  before  I  engaged  in  the  Publick  service 
for  an  unlimmitted  Time,  but  was  unfortunately  Captivated  a.iid 
have  been  close  Confined  in  the  Provoost  of  this  City  ever  since 
the  Twenty  Eighth  of  May,  One  Thousand,  Seven  Hundred,  ami 
Seventy  Seven,  and  if  I  could  be  exchanged,  I  should  (as  I  iras 
before  Determined)  enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
either  in  the  Array  or  Navy,  and  doubt  not  but  there  are  man  J 
more  of  the  same  mind.    I  Desire  your  Excellency  would  Remeii*- 
ber  me  to  Colonel  WilFm  Floyd,  Ezra  Lhommedieu  Esqr.,  an^ 
Wiirm  Smith,  Esqr.,  each  of  which  Gentlemen  belong  either  ^^ 
the  Council,  Assembly  or  Senate  of  the  State  of  N:  York  and  wt»^ 
are  well  acquainted  not  only  with  mine  but  with  the  Charact^ 
of  several  Prisoners  belonging  to  the  State  of  N:  York  now    ^ 
confinement  here. 

I  therefore  Humbly  beseech  Your  Excellency  (not  only  for  r*::^ 
self  but  for  several  others,)  to  procure  an  Exchange  for  us,      ^ 
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Proposing  for  that  purpose  What  Your  Excellency's  Wisdom 
shall  Dictate. 

I  Am  with  the  most  Perfect  Respect  and  Esteem  Your  Excel- 
lency's and  the  United  States  Most  Obedient  Subject  &  Servant, 

Richard  Thomas. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governour  of  the  State  of  N: 

York. 


[No.  1367.] 
Supplies  for  Colonel  Ldvingston^s  Regiment 

Poukeepsie  May  7th  1778. 
Sir,  Deliver  to  Lieutenant  Elsworth,  of  Colo.  Henry  B.  Living- 
stones Regiment  for  the  use  of  the  said  Regiment  four  hundred 
Shirts  &  such  a  number  of  Breeches,  Shoes,  Stockings  &  Hatts 
fis  will  be  equal  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  quantity  of  those 
articles,  which  were  in  Store  at  the  time  of  issuing,  in  pursuance 
^0  the  last  Order  in  favor  of  Colo.  Cortlandt's  Regiment. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  1368.] 
President  Laurens  Sends  Official  and  Unofficial  Information, 

York  Town  8th  May  1778. 
Sir,  My  last  was  the  26th  Ulto.  by  Jones  since  which  I  have 
i^eeived  none  of  Your  Excellency's  favors  admitting  the  Secre- 
tary's returns  to  be  right,  but  I  feel  a  kind  of  remembrance  that 
1  have,  which  shall  be  further  examined  into. 

The  present  will  Cover  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  Inst, 
^commending  an  exemption  from  Militia  Duty  of  such  persons  as 
8hall  be  employed  in  manufacturing  Military  Stores  &c.  for  Pub- 
lic aervice. 
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Regt.  will  be  most  chearfully  granted  to  him.    I  am  with  great 

Respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  must  obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  1370.] 
Serious  Accusation  Against  the  Tryon  County  Committee. 

Albany  ss: 

Anthony  Van  Veghten  Esqr.  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Tryon 
being  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  deposeth 
&  saith 

That  on  or  about  the  fifth  Day  of  May  Instant  he  served  a 
writ  issued  out  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
said  County  in  which  Abraham  Garretsen  was  Plaintiflf,  and 
Melchert  Van  Deursen  was  Defendant,  in  an  action  of  Trespass 
on  the  Case  for  two  thousand  pounds  Damages  on  the  said  Mel- 
chert Van  Deursen.  That  the  said  Melchert  Van  Deursen  re- 
fused to  give  Bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  Court  of  com- 
mon Pleas  aforesaid  to  answer  the  said  writ,  altho  this  Deponent 
offered  to  leave  him  at  large  for  three  Days  at  his  own  Risque 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  Bail.  That  thereupon  this  Deponent  . 
carried  him  to  the  County  Goal  at  Johnstown  &  there  commit — 
ted  him.  That  on  the  ninth  Day  of  May  Instant  a  number  o^ 
armed  men  amounting  to  about  thirty  under  the  Command  of 
Lieutenant  George  Countryman  of  the  late  Collonel  Coxe'g  Regi- 
ment of  militia,  took  this  Deponent  Prisoner  at  his  House,  & 
carried  him  to  the  Goal  at  Johnstown  aforesaid,  where  they  de- 
manded of  him  the  Key  of  the  Door  of  the  Room  in  which  the 
said  Melchert  Van  Deursen  was  confined.  That  this  Deponent 
refused  to  deliver  it  and  asked  them  by  what  authority  they 
proceeded.  That  the  said  George  Countryman  shewed  him  writ- 
ten orders  of  which  the  Goaler  took  a  Copy  which  original  or- 
ders the  Deponent  read  &  they  were  in  the  words  &  Figures 
following  for  to  the  best  of  his  Remembrance  the  said  Copy  was 
rightly  taken: 
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"Tryon  County  Committeo  Cbaraber  May  8,  177S. 
To  Capt.  Deifenorfe, 

Sir,  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  with  you  twenty  five  men 
of  your  Company  as  soon  as  possible,  proceed  to  the  House  of 
Anthony  Van  Veghten  and  take  him  with  you — take  also  Abra- 
ham Garretsen  with  you  and  go  by  the  way  of  Mr.  Van  Deur- 
sen's  to  Johnstown  Whare  Van  Veghten  and  your  men  Release 
Melchert  Van  Deursen  from  Confinement  and  at  your  Return 
bring  s'd  Garretsen  here  with  you. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 

Wm.  Wills  Chairman. 

N.  B.  If  any  opposition  is  made  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  the 
next  commanding  officer  for  assistance." 

And  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  on  his  refusing  to  de- 
liver the  Key  as  aforesaid  they  broke  open  the  Goal,  released 
the  said  Melchert  Van  Deursen  and  carried  him  off  with  them 
^nd  further  that  the  said  George  Countryman  was  Lieutenant 
In  Capt.  Deifenorfe's  Company.     And  further  saith  not. 

Anth'y  Van  Veghten. 

Sworn  the  16  May  1778.     Before  me:  John  Jay. 
Albany  bs: 

Abraham  Garritson  the  Plaint  if  in  the  writ  in  the  aforegoing 
Deposition  of  Anthony  Van  Veghten  mentioned  being  sworn 
saith.  That  he  ordered  the  said  writ  to  be  issued  and  delivered 
to  the  Sherif  as  specified  in  the  said  Deposition.  That  on  Sat- 
urday last  he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  a  Party  of  armed  men  & 
by  them  carried  before  a  number  of  men  who  called  themselves 
the  County  Committee.  That  the  said  pretended  Committee  in- 
sisted on  his  signing  a  Paper  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy. 

"  I  Abraham  Gerreson  promis  to  come  next  Thursday  the  four- 
teenth Day  of  this  Instant  May  to  appear  before  the  Committee 
at  Henry  Seeber's  House  to  answer  the  Complaint  against  me 
made  by  oath  of  severall  Persons.  I  bind  myself  my  Heirs  Exec- 
utors Admind'rs  my  hole  Estate  real  and  personal  and  all  what 
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I  liavo  in  my  wliole  lV)HH<»ssi()n  to  jjerforiii  the  above  Promise 

118  witness  my  Hand  this  ninth  Day  of  May  1778. 

Abraham  Garrason. 
Andreas  Keber 

Hendrick  Walrath." 

That  this  Deponent  did  aceordinjrly  appear  on  the  Thursday 

afd  before  the  said  pretended  ('ommittcH^  of  which  one  William 

Wills  called  hinis(»lf  Chairman.     That  they  asked  him  how  he 

came  to  issue  a  writ  against  Melchert  Van  Deursen  he  said  the 

Law  was  open  &  he  had  a  right  to  do  it,  to  which  Wills  repli(  d 

that  the  Law  was  not  open.     They  then  proceeded  to  try  tho 

Cause  between  him  &  the  s'd  Van  Deursen,  that  he  objected  to 

it,  that  they  never theleee  proceeded,  cast  the  Dep't  and  ordered 

him    to    pay  the  Costs  which  he   refused.     That    the  s'd  Will=* 

then  told  him  unless  he  paid  it  within  a  week  he  would  be  p«  * 

to  further  Trouble  and  further  saith  not. 

Sworn  IG  May  1778.  Abraham  Garrason. 

Before  me:  John  Jay. 


[No.  1371.] 
Quartermaster  Taylor  Disposed  to  Rent  Tory  Farms. 

N.  Burgh  8th  May  1778. 
D'r  S'r,  I  am  loath  to  truble  with  our  Bufsiness,  but  it  m  Necer*' 
sary  to  acquaint  you  with  our  ju-esent  Situation,  I  have  sent  tl*^* 
Commissary  of  forage  to  the  Commissioners  for  Detecting  CoS^' 
spireces  to  have  some  of  the  Torrie  Farms  Rented  for  the  use  ^i^' 
the  Continent  that  lays  most  ajncent  to  this  post,  and  they  8tm> 
they  have  not  Kented  any  as  yet,  and  they  Chuse  not  to  do  it,  ^^-^ 
there  is  wemou  in  them,  I  understand  the  Commissioners  To' 
Dutches  County  has  Uent(Hl  such  Farms.    There  is  no  bay  to   l>^ 
had  at  any  Hate,  and  our  Teems  an?  rendered  unfit  for  Service? 
and  must  undoutedly  P(Tish  if  not  Recruited,  and  likewies  pSLB- 
lure  provided  to  keep  them  afterwards,  Capt.  Pamons  will  be 
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5ible  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  more  particularly  with  this  mat- 
ter, and  likewies  the  DiflBcultie  of  geting  Teems,  and  the  Slack- 
tiofis  of  majistrates  when  applied  to,  by  which  means  the  service 
suffers  amasingly.  The  majristrats  say  they  have  no  law  to  act 
by  in  Such  Bussiness.  I  am  with  the  utmost  Esteem  Your  Ex- 
cellency's m't  Ob't  Hu'le  Servt. 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Governour  Clinton. 

P.  S.    My  humble  Respects  to  Lady  Clinton  &  family. 


[No.  1372.] 

(Congress  Issues  a  Proclamation  Requiring  Our  Arined  Vessels  to 
Respect  the  Rights  of  Neutrals. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  Congrees  have  received  information  and  complaints, 
"That  violences  have  been  done  by  American  armed  vessels  to 
"neutral  nations,  in  seizing  ships  bi^longing  to  their  subjects  and 
"  Under  their  colours,  and  in  making  captures  of  those  of  the 
"  enemy  whilst  under  the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  contrary 
"  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  Nations."    To  the  end  that  such 
ttiijustifiable  and  piratical  acts,  which  reflect  dishonour  upon  the 
national  character  of  these  States,  may  be  in  future  effectually 
prevented,  the  said  Congress  hatli  thought  proper  to  direct,  en- 
join and  command,  and  they  do  hereby  direct,  enjoin  and  com- 
naand,  all  Captains,  Commanders  and  other  OflBeers  and  Seamen 
l>^longing  to  any  American  armed  vessels,  to  govern  themselves 
strictly  in  all  things,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  their  Commissions, 
find  the  Instructions  and  Resolutions  of  Congress;  particularly 
that  they  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  pf  neutral  powers, 
^  the  usage  and  custom  of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no  pretence 
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whatever  presume  to  take  or  seize  «anj  ships  or  vessels  belongiag 
to  the  subjects  of  princes  or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United 
States,  except  they  are  employed  in  carrying  contraband  goodly 
or  fioldiers  to  our  enemies;  and  in  snch  ease  that  they  conform  ti 
the  Stipulations  contained  in  Treaties  subsisting  between  sock 
princes  or  powers  and  these  States;  and  that  they  do  not  captue^ 
seize  or  plunder  any  ships  or  vessels  of  our  enemies  being  xmia 
the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  tie 
penalty  of  being  condignly  punished  therefor,  and  also  of  being 
bound  to  make  satisfaction  for  all  matters  of  damage,  and  tbe 
interest  thereof  by  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of 
their  persons  and  goods.  And  further;  The  said  Congress  dotk 
hereby  Resolve  and  Declare,  That  persons  wilfully  offending  i> 
any  of  the  foregoing  instances,  if  taken  by  any  foreign  powen  i« 
consequence  thereof,  shall  not  be  considered  as  having  a  right  to 
claim  protection  from  these  States,  but  shall  suffer  such  punidi- 
ment  as  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  may  be  inflicted  npon 
such  offenders. 

GIVEN  in  CONGRESS  at  York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
this  Ninth  Day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy-Eight. 

HENRY  LAURENS,  PRESIDENT. 

Attest.     CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


[No.  1373.] 
Oavernor  Clinton  f  nable  to  Sec  His  Way  Clear  to  Appoint  Albeii 
Pawling  a  Lvutcnant  Colond. 

D'r  Sir,  Believe  me,  it  is  not  from  Negligence*  nor  for  want  of  • 

proper  Sense  of  the  Honor  done  me  by  your  offer,  that  I  have  not 

^his  given  a  final  Answer.    I  dare  say  yoa  well  know 
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the  deserved  Attachment  I  have  for  the  Officers  of  this  CJorps,  and 
will  affirm  with  Reluctance  should  I  leave  them,  did  not  your 
generous  Offer  point  oat  future  Advantage  to  me.    We  have  been 
for  monthfi  past  in  hourly  Expectation  of  a  new  Arrangement.    I 
knew  not  how  far  it  might  affect  my  Determination  or  the  pro- 
priety of  my  leaving  the  Line.    Under  these  Ciroumstances  I  waa 
unwillingly  obliged  to  defer  writing  you  from  Day  to  Day  in 
Hopes  of  being  better  able  to  decide.    The  renewed  Request  of 
my  Father  in  his  Letter  a  few  days  ago  received  and  the  uncer- 
tamty  of  something  decisive  from  the  CJommittee  of  Arrangement 
determin'd  me  to  wave  the  matter  no  longer. 

I  have  consulted  the  Officers  of  the  Regt.,  and  am  happy  in 
their  nnanimous  Approbation  of  my  Accepting  your  polite  Offer. 
He  General  whose  Approbation  I  have  likewise  consulted  has 
consented  to  it.  If  the  Birth  is  still  vacant  I  accept  it  and  will 
repair  to  the  Duty  the  moment  Circumstances  will  admit.  At 
thifi  Juncture  Colonel  Burr  has  obtained  Leave  of  Absence  for 
6  Weeks,  and  the  General  has  particularly  requested  me  not  to 
leave  Camp  till  Burr  returns.  I  cannot  refuse  him.  If  it  meets 
your  Approbation,  I  should  be  happy  to  have  it  from  under  your 
own  Hand  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

My  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  Granny  and  the  Family,  and  am 
Yonr  most  obed't  Humb'e  Serv't  Albert  Pawling. 

Camp  near  Valley  Forge  10th  April  1778. 
Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  9th  May  1778. 
Dear  Albert,  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  10th  April, 
U  Days  ago.    I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  a 
"atSafiurtory  answer  to  your  Request.    The  Berth  of  Lieut.  Colo. 
^flieBegt.  raised  for  the  Defence  of  the  State  I  havek^ipV.^«i^ML\., 
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but  a  Doubt  now  arises  on  the  T^aw  by  which  that  Begiment  k 
raised  whether  any  other  than  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  can  be 
employed  in  it,  tho  at  the  Time  the  Law  was  before  the  Legisla- 
ture I  mentioned  to  several  of  the  Members  my  Intentionfi  to  hayc 
others  appointed,  Conceiving  it  woud  promote  the  public  Serrice 
and  actually  had  Major  Fell  appointed  accordingly  before  the 
Law  pafified  so  to  do.    I  summoned  the  Council  of  Appointment 
to  meet  as  of  the  first  of  this  Month  to  compleat  the  Militia  A|>- 
pointments,  &  intended  to  have  had  their  Sentiments  on  this  Sut>- 
ject  &  the  Appointm't  made  in  your  Favour  if  it  coud  consistent!^ 
be  done;  but  owing  to  Genl.  Scott'fi  Indisposition,  (or  Lazines*'^ 
he  did  not  attend  &  a  Council  without  him  coud  not  be  fonnec^ 
I  have  repeated  ray  Summons  for  the  first  of  next  Month  &  ti^ 
then  I  cannot  give  you  a  decisive  answer.    I  can  only  add  shou  ^ 
you  incline  to  quit  the  Service  you  are  in  at  present  (which  ho¥^"- 
ever  I  cant  take  upon  me  to  advise)  nothing  in  my  Power  to  serv'^ 
you  shall  be  withheld,  and  I  doubt  not  but  Opportunities  maty 

offer.    I  am  with  great  Este<»m  Yours  sincerely 

[O.  C] 

P.  S.    I  was  at  your  Father's  about  10  Days  ago  the  Famillj 

were  all  well.     On  my  Return  I  spent  an  Evening  with  yoctr 

Friends  near  Hurley  who  were  also  in  perfect  Health.    Mrs.  Cli^i- 

ton  &c.  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you. 

[Major  Albert  Pawling.] 


[No.  1374.] 
Afrs,  Gloriana  Htevcfiaon^s  Request  Ueld  in  Abeyance, 

Poughkeepsie  9th  May  1778- 
Madam,  Your  Letter  of  Apl.  9th  was  delivered  to  me  this  DbJ- 
Your  Distresses  Madam  efl*ect  me  most  Sensibly  and  it  woad  gi^^ 
me  real  Pleasure  to  relieve  you  in  the  Way  you  mention  wa«  It  i* 


Public  Papers  of  Gfx>uge  Clinton.  287 

iny  Power.  The  Housee  of  such  as  are  gone  over  to  the  Eiieuiy 
are,  by  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Convention  which  operates  as  a  Law 
ot  the  States,  are  at  the  Disposal  of  Commissioners  [.ppointed 
for  that  Purpose.  I  have  no  authority  to  direct  or  alter  their 
Meafiures  but  I  woud  fain  hope  that  on  further  Consideration  they 
wiW  grant  your  reasonable  Request.     I  am  Madam  your  Most 

Obed't  Serv't  [G.  C] 

Mrs.  Gloriana  Stevenfion. 


[No.  1375.] 

Colonel  Qansevoort  Makes  a  Complaint  and  Asks  for  Clothing  for 

His  Men, 

Albany  9th  May  1778. 

Sir,  I  was  honored  with  your  Favor  of  the  30th  of  April  yes- 
terday however  disagreeable  the  Task  imposed  upon  me  by  it,  it 
shall  be  executed  with  impartiality,  I  am  exceeding  unhappy  at 
this  Innovation,  as  I  must  inevitably  be  under  the  necessity  of 
losing  some  good  OflBcers. 

My  repeated  applications  for  Heavy  Cannon  at  Fort  Schuyler, 

have  never  been  answered  either  by  your  Excellency,  Congress 

or  Genl.  Gates,  and  it  seems  as  If  none  are  to  be  sent.     I  once 

I     more  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  Necessity  of  sending  some 

°R  Without  them  in  case  of  another  In  vesture.     I  predict  that  the 

^^^t  must  fall,  and  my  conscience  tells  me  it  will  not  [be]  aa- 

^^^J>M  to  me. 

^    Bhould  be  glad  to  be  informed  by  your  Excellency  where  I 

^^^  eet  some  Cloathing,  Shirts  and  Ilose,  in  particular,  the  Regt. 

^^^B  them  much.    An  Officer  of  my  Regt.  will  wait  on  your 

^'^cellency  for  Directions.    I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  Your 

!     ^^t  obed't  Hum'e  serv't,  Peter  Gansevoort, 

\^  ^  Excellenc;  jQteorge  Cliiiton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1376.] 

Colonel  Philip  Cortlandt  Applauds  the  New  Drill  Master ^  Barm 

Steuben.     * 

Camp  Valley  Forge,  May  9th  1778. 
Sir, 

Sir,  The  Day  after  I  had  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  yon  I  wrote  a 
Letter  Recommending  Mr.  Barnardus  Swartwort,  Jun'r.,  for  an 
Ensign  in  my  Regiment  and  Expected  at  that  time  (after  Seeing     } 
Genl.  McDougall)  to  have  made  out  an  arrangment  in  order  that 
the  Vacancies  might  be  filled  up — but  hare  found  it  Empractic- 
able  as  yet,  having  had  Several  Resignations  and  no  Return  froDd 
Congress  Respecting  the  arrangment  of  the  army.     Shall  ther^^ 
fore  omit  Sending  the  arrangment  of  my  Regiment  and  only  be^  M 
leive  to  Recommend  the  Two  Following  Persons  for  Ensign^^* 
(first  Barnad's  Swartwort,  Jun'r.,  and  2dly  the  Bearor,  Job  "^ 
Brown,  who  has  been  my  Serjt.  Major  from  the  forming  my  Reg'*^- 
and  is  a  Deserving  young  man.     I  have  given  Brown  Recruitia  ^ 
Orders,  and  to  Call  on  your  Excellency  with  this  Becommendatic^  "W 
in  his  Favour,  and  beg  if  any  Officers  Should  be  made  in  tlm^ 
State  for  my  Regt.  that  those  above  mentioned  may  be  of  ttm^ 
number,  (Brown  in  Particular). 

Doubtless  ere  this  will  C'ome  to  hand,  you  will  hear  of  the  Fe^"^ 
de  Joy  which  took  place  in  our  army  the  6th  Instant  in  Con&<?^ 
quence  of  our  alliance  with  France.  Our  army  is  in  high  Spirit « 
and  Improve  Very  fast  in  our  new  form  of  Dicipline  taught  l>3 
Baron  Stuben,  who  is  much  Respected  and  Esteem'd. 

Deserters  come  in  fast  from  the  Enemy,  who  Inform  us  tba-^ 
the  Report  in  Philid'a  was  that  a  party  of  theirs  had  attacU'^ 
our  Camp  which  occasioned  the  Fireing  on  the  6th.  As  I  hav€ 
nothing  more  of  Consequence  at  present  to  Trouble  y'r  Excellency 
with  beg  lieve  to  Rc^main  with  Respect  Y'r  Obt.  Humble  Ser't 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.]  Philip  Oortlandt. 


..1 
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[No.  1377.] 

Carolina's   Contribution   to   the   Kingston   Sufferers   Duly 
Acknowledged. 

York  Town  May  IQth  1778. 

The  enclosed  letter  came  to  this  place  the  17th  Ulto.  which 

have  been  forwarded  before  now,  but  I  happened  to  be  at 

ter  at  that  time.     I  am  like  ways  desired  by  Mr.  Abraham 

3ton  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  sum  of  Two  Thou- 

iree  hundred  and  Nineteen  Dollars  66  /  96  eaqual  to  £927- 

8    P  dollar;  this  sum  is  herewith  forwarded;  the  purpose 
ch  it  is  sent,  Mr.  Livingston  has  no  doubt  advised  you,  and 

will  get  safe  to  hand;  to  be  advised  of  this  circumstance 

steem  as  a  favour,  please  address  for  me  at  this  place.    I 

le  honor  to  be  Sir  Your  most  hu:  Serv't 

Wm.  Turnbull. 
Drs. 


•7  bilU 

1  is  40  ea  is  2280 

1    « 

30                30 

1    " 

6                  6 

1    « 

3                 3 

1    " 

1/2             1/2 

1    « 

1/6             1/6 

2319  64  96  Dollars 
cellency  Governor  Clinton. 

ived  of  Governor  George  Clinton  2319  64/96  Dollars  equal 
hundred  twenty  seven  Pounds  Seventeen  Shillings  &  six 
being  a  Contribution  made  in  South  Carolina  &  forwarded 
Abraham  Livingston  for  the  Relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
on,  which  I  promise  to  deliver  for  that  Purpose  to  the 
19 


ir.Hi 


V\  IILU 


iidB  Gldrow. 


<  'iiiiiiiiissioiKM's  ai»|N>ii! 
distrihiiTc  \hr  rolliM-li' 
inlMitiil  l»y  tliiMii  arcoi 
Hnilrv  i:5tli  •Iiiiif  1778. 


Parafe  ft  tbepa 
<  Dofle  to  OM 


General  Voiucay  Ships  Heavp 
to  tkt 


Sir,   Agret^able  to  tbe  orilin^ 
Exoelh*ney,  Major  Htevfos  haii 
of  iron  Cannon,  wttli  fheir  C^ii 
under  the  chit  of 
acquainted  ultli  titi 
Cannonn  are  to  Ih* 
row,  alMiut  Erglitt^ 
DeHtin'd  for  ijenen 
Care  of  these  a  run*  w] 
sary  teams  to  <-*odv 
Lt.  Coll.  Saffoi^  Ktn 
there  are  thret*  »hll»{ 
that  we  wiU  be  abi 
this  month  the  Caunti 
Anne.     Then*  in  woili 
patient  to  hi^ar  ttf  ih 
send  nie  orders  lo  j( 
Exe(»llenrv's  >foHt  (*i 

To  his  f]xri  !h  i>* 
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P.  S.    Pray  send  me  Mr.  Paterson's  Parole  &  the  papers  re- 
specting him  &  the  Letter  of  one  James  Doyle  to  one • 

that  we  took  from  Miller  last  Fall  at  New  Windsor. 
[To  General  James  Clinton.] 


[No.  1380.] 

AGAIN  THE  FLAG  QUESTION. 

Governor  Clinton  Distrustful  of  Women  Who  Apply  for  Them  ani 

in  a  Postcript  Displays  Considerable  Humility. 

Ponghkeepsie  10th  May  1778. 

T)Y  Sir,  By  the  inclosed  I^etter  to  my  Brother  you  will  learn 
the  Nature  of  my  present  Business.  If  you  think  proper  to  Indul- 
gence Mrs.  Allison  with  Liberty  to  vissit  her  Husband,  Colo. 
Allisson,  who  was  taken  at  Fort  Montgomery  &  is  now  a  Prisoner 
on  Long  Island,  you  will  please  to  signify  it  to  my  Brother  with 
my  Letter  to  him,  which  I  begg  you  to  forward  before  Thursday 
next,  as  I  appointed  Mrs.  Allison  to  apply  to  him  for  an  answer 
on  that  Day. 

Mrs.  Gardner  passt  through  this  to  her  Father's  yesterday.  I 
did  not  pretend  to  stop  her,  as  she  had  your  Pass  but  I  am  of 
Oppinion  that  it  woud  have  been  best  at  least  to  have  changed 
her  Drivers  at  the  Out  Post;  shoud  have  done  it  here  coud  I  have 
procured  others  whom  I  coud  trust.  I  wish  this  might  be  a  gen- 
eral Rule.  It  is  what  the  Enemy  [constantly  do  &]t  the  Business 
of  the  Flagg  sent  to  H  Qurs.  before  they  are  suffered  to  advance. 

Mrs.  Ludlow's  Waggons  also  Returned  yesterday  with  Mrs. 
Shaw  &  another  Lady  in  them.  They  just  stopt  at  my  Door  pre- 
tended to  be  much  Fatiegued  &  went  on.    1  was  out  &  did  not  see 


*  Indecipherable, 
t  Pen  mark  through  wordi  in  bimckals  In  orislnnl 


Public  Papee?  .-r  Oiviis^r  r::zv^  "^  -^^. 

lM>ni.  Pray  did  they  call  <^n  jv.tl  I  f*^  'riH*^  ^WTiau-t  r-rniinir 
■t  will  do  OS  mis^chief.  Th%-T  ane  3W«  jwdiMiy  ^oaref^  "^ra 
•iipers  &  Messages  to  disnib^tr  ia  lie  C*«:irrr  i  istr-^  btii^i. 
PWluws  with  them  as  DriTcr*,  <mc  of  v^tiOL  litf  Ai'Hiirj  i»ita 
Irteited  il  am  informed*  in  C1<»e  CfltTtrsCML  -irira:  fume  c* 
rfected  Persons.     I  hare  sent  for  hin. 

You  may  rest  assured  not  a  3i<4EkEat's  TtsK-  dsiZ  »  jf«;:  tl 
Munpleating  the  Block  Houses.  Ii  vas  a  hfst^  ^Av.  ion  2  iifQ^r 
His  Week  will  finish  it.  Tbt-  Momett  I  «ax  iax»  -ne  FasfOHr* 
Rmoved  from  this  Place  1  wiD  order  tie  G«it^  jh^  ber*  ti  ^*i*:i 
^  Regt.,  to  which  it  belongs.  I  ma*  in  bcf«a  teff^c^  -^iJ*  zi  i^^-t 
waited  on  yoa  but  Business  wood  w:4  peicrL.  Our:  jia  ::l1 
k  see  me.     I  woad  be  happy  to  see  yov  heti. 

Some  Time  since  I  rec*d  a  Letter  frc»D  Mr.  Maaca  T^^r^mjhrmi- 
i^  Mr.  E.  Mathew  Earnest.  Peter  Sim  k  J<±ii  Bisapt  Uc  f*icme 
Impluyment  in  the  State  as  they  are  Befagces.  bisires;:  Xta  M, 
Much  distressed  by  the  Times.  I  wood  wiaii  to  serr*  -uitOL  il* 
it  is  nut  in  my  Power.  It  is  not  [improhabje^  ;«e?isfc;*S'  i^.mr:  '-"l^z 
Berth  in  the  Staff  of  the  army  may  offer  for  whxx  lirry  tr*  ±-- 
I  am  D'r  Sir  Yours  Sincerely 

G.C- 

Since  writing  the  above  I  re*d  yonis  of  this  Etaie.    I  an  iiiv  j 

to  learn  that  by  a  Coincidence  of  Sentiments  iha-  Fkn  :f  ii 

respecting  Flaggs  is  already  answered.    I  am  swry  r.j  ItrAzz,  -Jlli 

joo  are  not  pleased  with  the  ConstmcticMi  of  the  Bar:*rr:-^  t:  "i^*'. 

Pwnt.    If  I  can  possibly  break  ont  I  will  wait  nj«:.ii  joz  iz,  ^ 

Day  or  two  at  farthest.    It  is  not  common  for  large  Bc-dlr*  :  :■ 

aie  Indiridoals  well.    Genl.  Gates  is  a  great  Man.    Liv,lr  P-r  ■;.  Ir 

like  Ton  &  me  most  submit  to  Insults.    I  have  examined  ri.^ 

Eridence  ag't  Eiudgn  Adamson  of  the  N.  Y.  Vollunti«:T%.    \  *\<r..\ 

i 
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think  him  clear  of  Horse  Stealing  altogether.  Bot  as  he  is ^ 
crhanged  if  yon  think  proper  I  am  ready  to  deliver  him  to  ■. 
Com'y  of  Prisoners. 
To  Ge'l  McDougal. 


hrl 


[No.  1381.] 
Qeneral  McDougaU  Not  Pleased  with  Kosciuszko*B  Work  or  i 

Flag  Habit. 

Fish  Kill  May  11th  11 

Dear  Sir,  The  night  before  last  Mrs.  Gardner  with  her 
Mrs.  McFaran  and  daughter,  Mrs.  Shaw  and  maid  came  np  i 
Quarters  with  Flags.    Mrs.  Gardner  and  Mrs.  Shaw  I 
have  waited  on  you.    As  they  arrived  here  before  I  had  9SJ] 
vious  advice  of  it,  I  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  them.    1 1 
however  wrote  Ck)lonel6  Graham  and  Hammon  not  to  suffer  < 
Flags  for  the  future  to  come  here  under  any  pretence  what 
but  to  send  up  their  business,  and  return  the  Flag. 

I  requested  Mr.  Benson  to  procure  me  five  Lottery  TicketSfil 
you  had  any  unsold.     If  he  has  got  them,  tell  him  I  wish  to  1 
the  NumlK^rs.    I  am  far  from  being  pleased  with  Mr.  Ke 
[Kosciuszko]  constructing  the  Batteries,  and  Carrying  oil 
works,  and  I  fear  they  will  not  answer  the  expectation  of 
Country.    I  wish  therefore  to  have  an  Hours  conversation 
you  on  this  Subject,  as  soon  as  you  can  spare  one.    Too 
my  Condition  here  or  I  should  wait  of  you.    General  Gates  is] 
yet  arrived,  nor  do  I  learn  when  tis  likely  he  will.    I  think  I  - 
not  well  treated  by  him  and  Congress.    I  hope  this  will  find  ! 
Clinton  better.     I  am  Dear  Sir  Your  Homble  Serr't 

Alex'r  McDovgd 
•^«  G.  0.] 


kc 


Honerad  S'r,  I  thought  proper  to  Enform  your  Excellency  that 

^""dH.  Williams  Shewed  me  a  lettor  wherein  your   Excellency 

Tiiensoned  me  as  Capt.      I  Stand  Readdy  to  serve  your  Excellency 

und  the  publick  as  far  as  posable.     I  hoavo  proceeded  with  agree- 

ableuess  and  heave  Inlistt  d  near  thirty  men  and  the  others  officers 

the  Same  With  much  Deficqualty  not  heaving  Known  the  Bounty 

and    Coll.    Williams    not    Reeived    the    act  Raising  Stiid  men. 

I  heave  Scouting  parties  out  Dayly  to  Skeenburow  and  Tycond- 

taroga  and  fort  George;  last  Saterday  there  Came  in  a  party  to 

me  and  brought  the  acount  that  there  was  tow  Small  vasals  of 

the  Enemy  at  ankor  at  Crown  Point.    S'r  I  am  Yours  very  humble 

and  obediant  Servant  John  Barne. 

To  his  Exellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1383.] 

Major  Stevens  Reports   the  Shipfnent  of  Ordnance   Stores  from 

Albany. 

Albany  May  11th  1778. 

Sir,  In  Consequence  of  Orders  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  by  the  Hands  of  General  Knox,  I  have  Shipped 
"Nineteen  hundred  Small-arms,  to  go  down  to  New  Winsor  by 
W'ater,  thence  by  Land  to  the  Grand  Army. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  that  these  arms  are 
forwarded  without  any  manner  of  delay,  I  have  directed  him  to 
apply  to  your  Excellency  for  such  Necessary  Assistance,  &  direc- 
tions as  occasion  may  Re(iuire  for  procuring  of  Teams  &c.  &c. 

Agreeably  to  an  Order  from  Genl.  McDougall,  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's Approbation;  I  have  also  Shipped  23  Iron  Cannon  of 
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different  Calibers,   Compleatly   fixed   witii  every  Apparati%^ 
have  now  on  hand,  upwards  of  30  pieces  more,  of  different  i 
bers,  that  will  be  Ready  for  your  Order  in  the  Course  of  18af| 
days, — till  when  I  am,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient,  Hi 
Serv't  E.  SteYdH. 

Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1384.] 

Colonel  Hay  Asks  foi'  a  Copy  of  the  Militia  Law  and  ftur  i 
Exemption  of  Mr,  Campbell  from  Military  Duty. 

Haverstraw  May  12th  ITTin 

Dear  Sir,  Agreable  to  your  Directions  I  have  enquired  \ 
ing  the  Orange  Town  Companies  and  find  that  it  would  bel 
to  divide  the  Company  commanded  by  Lt.  Sickles  between  ftf^] 
tains  Blauvelt  and  Bell. 

Capt.  Aary  Smith  desires  to  resign  his  Commission.  I  for^f 
own  Part  have  accepted -of  his  Resignation  with  pleasure  tli 
have  promised  him  to  request  that  you  would  do  the  same;  tte 
Field  Officers  have  meet  and  have  appointed  Dow  Tallman  in  kli 
Steed;  if  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  accept  of  Smith's  Besigii^ 
tion,  our  appointment  is  liked  by  the  Officers  of  that  Comptfl* 
As  I  could  not  procure  the  Act  for  raising  the  Company  I  •■ 
ordered  by  you,  I  have  ordered  the  same  number  of  militia  ufA 
(under  the  Officers  that  are  to  command  the  Company  whei 
raised)  to  relieve  one  another  every  week  untill  I  can  get  th 
Act;  if  it  is  in  print,  I  beg  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  twooi 
three  Copies  of  it  down  by  the  Bearer  Mr.  Aary  Campbell,  wh 
intends  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  to  procure  an  Exemption  frw 
turning  out  with  the  militia,  as  he  has  got  a  poor  distrette 
Brother,  who  if  he  leaves  will  dye  a  miserable  death,  and  lie  I 
^  cannot  hire  any  one  that  will  atteni  Ui 
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The  Classes  as  Returned    by  Men  Returned  for  the  Service 

the    Several!    officers    to    witt:  by  the  Several  Coinpanys  to  witt: 

By  Lieut.  Van  Beuren  Granedier  Jacobus  Beseiner,  John  Read  & 

Company  3  Classes;  Myndert  Newkerk 

By  Capt.  Bogardus  2  Classes  &  Petrus    Oosterhoudts     Negro 

Surphisses  3  men  ;  Philip  &  John  Smith 

By  Capt.  Jan  L.  Dewitt  2  Class  Cornel  is  C.  Brinck  &  Petrns  J. 

and  Snrpluss  9 ;  Dewitt 

By  Mattys  Dederick  3  Class  &  Petrus  Van  Steenbergb,  Edward 

Surpluss  7;  Ueermans  &  John  AfcKertio 

By  Capt.  Hend.  Schoonmaker  3  Cornelis  Post,  John  Sperling  & 

Classes ;  John  Winchel 

By  Lieut.  Philip  Swart  3  Class  Jurry   Sniep  John  Elsworth  & 

&  Surpluss  12;  Benjamin  Hewit 

By   Lieut.   Jeremiah    Snyder  2  Nathaniel    Conner    &   Petrus 

Classes  &  Surpluss  6 ;  Oosterboudt 

By    Lieut.    Simon     Lafever    3  Daniel  Masten  Hendriecns  Ooe- 

Classes;  terhoudt  &  GeiTitt  Constable 

By  the  Coll  2  Classes  of  tlie  Sur-  Johannis  J.  Dewitt  &  Abraham 

plusses  of  the  8everall  Com-  Crisple 
panys. 

This  is  a  true  State  of  my  Regiment  as  Returned  to  me  By 

the  Commanding  officers  of  the  Severall  Companys  under  oath 
Containing  352  men. 

Engaged  in  the  Service  2:3  Surpluss  7 
Classes  Each  15  15 


122 
23 


352 
this  Return  by  your  huufle  Serv't 

Hever  Kill  Ulster  <\»unty  May  12th  1778. 
To  bin  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Job's  Snyder. 
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[No.  1886.] 
A  Schaghticoke  PetitUm  in  Behalf  of  David  Dick. 

his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqnire  Grovemor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  all  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Admiral  of  the  Nary  of  the  same. 

h*^  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the 
irirt  of  Schachtekoek  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  David  Dick, 
victed  of  being  Concerned  in  the  Robbery  comitted  at  the 
iow  William's  in  August  last:  Sheweth:  May  it  Please  yoor 
^llency  That  the  abovenamed  David  Dick  hath  always  been 
lan  of  good  behaviour  harmless,  inoffensive  &  ignorant;  which 
aces  us  to  believe  that  he  was  compelled  to  commit  what 
did;  by  threats  which  others  might  make  to  him,  of  burning 
£fTe<  ts  or  killing  him  in  case  of  his  alarming  the  neighbour- 
•d.  And  further  as  said  David  IMck,  when  he  went  away 
Id  one  of  Mrs.  Williams*  Sons  whose  Gun  he  had  that  he 
•aid  ^ave  it  for  him;  and  did  afterwards  send  the  Gun  &  some 
tier  things  home  to  said  Widow  &  Son. 

Yoor  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  that  your  Excellency 
iH  \^  pleased  to  consider  him  as  an  object  of  Pity  and  Com- 
mm  and  grant  him  a  Pardon. 

•Vnd  your  Petitioners  (as  in  duty  bound)  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 
Elezabath  her  X  mark  Williams,  Hilletye  Williams.  Thomas  P. 

illiams,  Nicholas  Williams,  Caty  X,  Hartman, *  Mynd^-rt 

"  X  mark  Onthont,  Omfrie  Devvenport,  Umphrie  his  X  mark 
'v»ijiM»rt  Jnn'r,  Jonathan  Wheelear,  Stephen  Oakley,  Neheniiah 
<>akJf'y,  Patrick  Eagens,  Patrick  Eagens  Jun'r,  Willinin  Upton, 
bn  his  X  mark  Onthont,  Johannes  Henner,  Peter  his  X  mark 
or.  Johannis  his  X  mark  Dater,  Johannes  Cahrel,  Ludwig 
im*ider.  Jacob  Weger,  J:,  alt  Jacob  Weger,  Johannis  Weger, 

•nnd  Eibberts,  *  Johannes  Henner  Jun'r,  Thomas  bis 

uark  Wager,  Johannes  Deder,  Philip  I>ater,  Johannes  his  X 
k  Cinimel,  Christiyan  his  C  F  mark  Fischfr,  Jerr-miah  Fran- 
o.  Jaf'ob  D'Oarmo,  Samuel  his  X  mark  Burrens.  Jmoh  Sam- 
is,  John  Knlckerbacker,  Abraham  Viele.  Peter  Akart.  l;;iias 

•iBiMiplMnblf. 
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Kip,  John  Knickerbacker,  Jun^r,  Michgel  Zileuder,  Aiidrti 
Andrew  his  X  mark  Waderwax,  Jacob  hm  X  mark  Stof 
his  X  mark  Waderwax,  WilPm  McClaye,  Peter  W.  Doni 
Deforeest,  Thunis  Visscher,  Rynier  Van  Yevereo,  Nichol 
selis,  Gysbert  Fonda. 
Scbacbtekoek  May  13tb  1778. 


[No.  1387.] 

John   Having  Requests   the   Consummation   of   That 

Transaction. 

Orange  Town  May  je  13th  1^ 

Sir,   Some  Days  since  some  of  my  Ni4ghboTii*8  residing 

State  of  New  Jersey  have  been  at  Horse-Neek  in  Ooiiiic*ctif«^ 

made  a  Contract  for  salt;  they  were  to  pay  for  it  in  wheat; if 

ingly  the  wheat  was  afterwards  brought  an  far  as  Hudson*!  1 

whereupon  they  were  informed  that  the  Ix*gislatiirp  of  thb 

had  passed  an  Act  prohibiting  the  transport ation  of  wlie&t 

or  out  of  this  State  without  a  permit  from  yt^  Oaveraiir  whi!ft 

they  have  Stored  their  wheat. 

If  such  an  Act  has  Actually  passed,  1  hv^  that  your  ! 

will  be  pleased  to  Grant  a  permit  to  Capt,  Abr,  Hariog  to  Tr 

port  the  said  wheat,  (provided  it  can  bi^  done  Conalatpnt  wilt 

Directions  of  said  Act)  the  Quantity  of  *falt  they  waot  it  li* 

50  Bushels  and  they  are  to  give  10  Bushi_%  cif  whi^at  for  3  of  f 

about  20  Families  are  Concerned,  and  I  ran  auHw«^r  for  llifli 

tarhuieut  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty.    (SlMiHid  Ik?  ithid  Ibt*  fm 

Could  be  Sent  by  the  Bearer.     I  am  Your  Exceirys  Mij#t  Ob 

and  V^ery  Humble  Serv't 

Jnhti  llnriuf 

To  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esquire  GovV  of  t*!^ 

N.  T.  Ac.,  at  Poughkeepsie. 
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have  made  it  my  Business  to  distribute  Copies  of  the  Act  i 
gress  of  the  23d  Ulto.  enclosed  in  your  E:xceIIency'8  Letter] 
26th  recommend'g  to  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws 
Proclamations  for  granting  Pardons  to  Persons  tlierein  de 
but  as  the  Executive  authority  of  this  State  is  not  investe 
Power  to  issue  Proclamations  for  the  purpose  &  the  Leg 
after  a  long  Session  of  four  months  have  adjonmed  to 
Tuesday  of  June  next,  &  before  which  time  it  will  be  fanj 
ticable,  if  not  impossible,  to  convene  them;  the  Intentions  of  i 
gress,  therefore,  in  that  particular,  cannot  take  Place  in  this  I 
unless  the  Day  of  Grace  may  be  prolonged.  Be  assored,  SbtJ 
a  due  attention  will  be  paid  to  every  other  of  the  matters  rd 
mended  by  Congress.  ■ 

If  the  lieport  of  an  Embarkation  of  the  Ekiemy  from  PUK 
phia  should  prove  true;  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  only  b 
change  the  Scene  of  action.  The  favorite  Plan  of  Hr  Hairy  4 
ton,  for  subjugat'g  America,  is  to  possess  Hudson's  Vtn 
theivby  destroy  the  communication  between  the  Eastern  ft  8c 
ern  States  &  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  their  n 
force  was  collected  &  employed  for  that  purpose. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excdlcmcy  snc 
tlM*  Arts  (»f  the  Tjcgislature  of  this  'State  as  were  passed  in  a 
iixwiu'i'  of  recoiiHU(»ndatioiiH  of  f'ongn^ss  and  am  with  thf^  gre« 
Rf'spcM-t  &  Est(M»m,  VcMir  Ex<M»lh»n<-y's  most  ol)ed't  Serv^t 

Geo.  ainti 

P.  S.  I  take  th(*  LilM»ity  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellenc 
Extract  of  a  letter  just  now  ifc^Mved  from  Colo.  Williams  oi 
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[No.  1389.1 

CONGRESS  ISSUES  AN  ADDRESS. 

Antl  i^resi4lefti  Txiuims  Forwards  a  Copif  of  it  to  Gorcrnor  CUuton 

Together  tcith  Other  Matters, 

York  Town  lltli  May  1778. 

Sir,  By  the  eouinion  Post  this  morning  1  directed  a  packet  to 
Vmir  Excellency  containing  abont  ten  copies  of  an  Addn^ss  by 
<  onjirress  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  &  I 
b*-lieve,  two  or  three  copies  of  a  proclamation  forbiding  certain 
malpractices  of  Captains  Commanders  &  other  OflBcers  &  Seamen 
iH'longing  to  American  Armed  Vessels. 

Under  the  present  cover  will  be  found  ten  other  copies  of  the 
former  &  two  of  the  latter  Acts  both  dated  9th  Inst.*  Your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  appt^ar 
most  effectual  for  communicating  a  general  knowledge  of  thc^e 
ra|)crs  to  all  the  Citizens  of  New  York.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
With  very  great  Regard  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Obedient  humble 
s^rv't 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

*The  address  to  the  people  was  pr^>ared  by  a  committee  of  CoDgress  and  was 
»<>«>pted  May  8.  1T78.  It  called  upoi^  all  Americans  for  "  BtrenuoUB  and  unremitted 
exertioDB"  to  attain  success  for  the  cause  in  which  they  had  embarked.  It  was 
rMolTed  that  the  address  should  be  read  by  "  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  denomina- 
tioDt."  "immediately  after  divine  service"  to  the  inhabitanU  of  the  United  States 
"  ID  tbelr  respective  churches  and  chapels  and  other  places  of  religious  worship." 

The  proclamation  Issued  by  Congress  forbidding  certain  malpractices  of  captains, 
t-omauoders  and  other  oiBcerv.  urged  that  the  ofDeers  should  pay  a  sacred  regard  "  to 
th«  rights  of  neutral  powers  and  the  usage  and  custom  of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no 
Pi^«ace  whatever  presume  to  take  or  seise  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  tlic  huI)- 
J«u  or  Princes  or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United  SUtes.  except  that  tiiey  arc 
raiployed  in  carrying  contraband  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies." 

In  ssch  case  it  waa  provided  that  the  officers  conform  to  the  stipulations  contuini'd 
in  treaties.  They  were  prohibited  from  capturing,  seizing  or  plundering  any  sbipM  or 
TcsMlt  of  our  enemies  sailing  under  the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  nutions  or  i>rliirc« 
"  onder  the  penalty  of  being  condlgnly  punished  therefor  and  also  of  bt^lng  iH)und  to 
■uke  satisfaction  for  all  matters  of  damage  and  the  interest  thereof  by  r<|iarati<)u 
uder  the  pains  and  obliSAtions  of  their  persons  and  goods. "— Static  lliHT<»Hf  an. 
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12th.  I  have  just  received  a  Letter*  from  His  Excy.  Q&i  Waib'J 
iiigton  inclosing  one  of  the  10th  from  Bir  Wm.  Howe; 
proposals  for  exchange  of  Prisoners,  his  present  gronnd  is,  < 
of  Pentrid  fevers  from  confinement  in  hot  weather.    This  cir 
stance  gives  much  scope  for  conjecture. 

14th.    I  add  a  Postscript  to  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  contain  j 
ing  Interesting  Intelligence. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  New  ToA 


•The  coiTeipond«ne«  between  WAshlngton  and  8tr  WnUoft  9am%  nUUm  li  tti 
exchange  of  prieonen,  was  opened  bj  the  Brltleh  General,  who.  wrttlas  Cron  VkBih 
delphia,  February  B,  1778,  expressed  himself  as  fallows: 

"  Sir.    By  advices  received  from  Rhode  Island,  transmtttins  to  me  a  eopy  ef  a  IMV 
from  General  Heath  to  Lieutenant  General  Bunoyne  (eopy  of  which  to  Inclewi)  1  m 
informed  that  it  Is  determhied  to  detain  General  Burgoyne's  troopa  In  New  iBiliili 
until  all  demands  for  their  provisions,  and  other  neeeesartes.  are  aatlaSed.  aal  fM 
this  determination  Is  grounded,  not  only  upon  a  requisition  of  mine  for  provision  M 
be  sent  in  for  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  In  my  possession,  and  for  the  pmll 
of  other  neceiisaries.  but  upon  a  forgery  by  my  agents,  emissaries,  and  abettofs,  el 
what  are  called  continental   bills  of  credit.    This  last  allegation  to  too  iUibeial  li 
deserve  a  serious  answer.    With  regard  to  the  other,  I  know  not  from  what  ospfeMiOB, 
in  any  of  my  letUrs  to  you,   it  has  been  understood,  that  I  made  the  rtfnlslda 
alluded  to.    You  know  that  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  prisoners  from  the  beglaalsf 
of  my  command,  has  been  equal  in  quantity  and  qoality  to  what  to  given  to  onr  eva 
troops  not  on  service.    If  you  had  thought  this  insufficient,  yon  might  have  ilriclil  ■ 
farther  supply  from  the  markets,  and  were  likewise  at  liberty  to  send  In 
articles  you  thought  proper  from  the  country.    The  allowance  of  fuel 
regulated,  as  well  as  our  means  would  admit,  and  a  similar  permission  of  pwrchass  « 
supply  from  you.  has  never  been  refused.    My  letter  of  the  list  of  April  1 
to  you  the  extent  afforded  to  the  prisoners;  cloathing,  and  some  other  ne 
had  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who  had  been  the  occasion  of  their  being  espoesd  to 
the  fhance  of  captivity,  and  that  Idea  I  have  ever  understood  to  be  mntnaL    Bvt  net- 
withKtandlng  the  remonstrances  I  made  to  you  upon  that  point,  finding  that  sopplM 
were  not  sent  in.  my  humsnity  interposed  on  behalf  of  the  onfortnnato  mum  In  e«r 
poaseHsion;  and  on  a  late  representation  of  their  distress.  I  permitted  in  thto  dty.  tbt 
purchase  of  blanketting.    and  such  other  necessaries  as  the  severity  of  the  wtottr 
required,  and  without  which  they  idohi  abnolutely  have  perished. 

Confident,  as  I  am.  that  you  will  acknowledge  this  to  be  a  Just  recital  of  facto.  I 
cannot  but  think  it  unneceiwary.  to  say  any  thln^  farther,  either  upon  the  cruelty 
falsely  alledgcd  to  have  been  exercised  against  the  prisoners,  or  the  nnjost  retecttons 
you  have  been  so  often  induced  to  transmit  to  me  upon  that  head. 

In  ronsiderattnn.  however,  of  the  real  and  unavoidable  distresses  of  the  prtoooers  on 
both  sides,  as  well  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  fruitless  altercation  on  the  subjeet,  I  shall 
consent  to  an  immediate  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  In  our  possession,  as  well 
offlrers  as  private  men,  so  far  as  the  number  of  the  latter,  and  parity  of  the  rank 
of  the  former,  will  admit.  In  the  mean  time.  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  here  of  the 
British  officers,  whom  you  have  released  upon  their  paroles,  and  shall,  withoot  delay, 
send  an  equal  number  to  you  in  return. 

With  regard  to  the  accompt  for  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  which  I  tnd  by 
General  Heath's  letter.  Is  become  a  pretext  for  infringing.  If  it  is  not  intended  aa  aa 
absolute  breach  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga.  I  do  readily  agree  to  the  tmmedlate 
appointment  of  commissioners,  on  your  part  and  on  mine,  to  settlo  that 
together  with  sll  other  accompu  for  provisions.  Ac.  furnished  the  ; 
■ide.  and  to  make  payment  of  the  balance. 
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are  only  to  name  jour  eommisaioners  (two  will.  I  think,  be  sofflclent)  and 
a  conrenient  place  and  Ume  for  their  meeUng  two  gentlemen  on  my  i>art.  to 
e  the  iMiainess.  The  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
e  that  has  so  long  subsisted  between  us  upon  that  score,  may  be  adjusted  at 
•  time  by  the  same  commissioners,  upon  an  equitable  plan  as  formerly  pro- 

yourself. 
;>ropositlons.  founded  as  they  In  great  measure  are,  upon  your  own  suggestions, 
er  as  now  mutually  agreed  upon  between  us.  and  therefore  I  must  hope  to 
t  you  are  capable  of  carrying  them  finally  into  execution,  without  permitting 
)f  men  to  interfere,  at  their  pleasure,  with  such  authority  as  has  been  Tested 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  for  the  decision  of  all  matters  relating  to 

are  no  objection  to  the  earliest  meeting  of  the  oommlasioners  for  completing 

uige  and  liquidating  the  accounts.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  new  impediment  to 

Lse  of  General  Burgoyne's  troops,   but  that  you  will  gire  Immediately  such 

)r  their  embarkation  upon  the  arrlTal  of  the  transports  at  Boston,   as  will 

very  difficulty. 

Tour  letters  of  the  20th  and  tOth  January  are  recclTed,  and  shall  be  answered 

days." 

jr.  Washin^on.  under  date  of  February  10.  1778.  wrote  to  Sir  William: 

I  recelTed  yesterday  the  farour  of  your  letter  of  the  Sth  instant. 

wer  to   whaterer  it  contains  concerning  General  Burgoyne's  army,   and  the 

adopted  relatlTe  to  it,  I  hare  only  to  inform  you.  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
ever  had  the  least  direction.  It  lies  wholly  with  Congress,  and  the  proposals 
e  on  this  head  must  be  submitted  to  them.  I  hare  accordicgiy  transm;T.ted  a 
our  letter,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  forward  you  any  resolutions  they  may  take 
[nence. 

omit  animadverting  on  your  obserrstions.  with  regard  to  the  allowas^^  a::d 
t  to  prisoners  in  your  hands;  it  Is  a  subject  which  has  been  freely  discoued 
-ogress  of  our  correspondence,  and  the  necessity  of  a  further  in  real,  gallon  .a 
.d.  by  your  now  meeting  mm  on  the  ground  I  hare  so  long  wished, 
were  under  which  I  act,  *x«  entirely  derived  from  Congress,  and  mast  of 
!  subjected  to  such  modifications  as  they  may  think  proper,  according  to  the 
inces,  to  prescribe.  But  holding  myself  fully  authorized  by  their  ii^struct.o::s 
itions.  to  arail  myself  of  tbe  reasonable  terms  you  are  at  this  lixce  w,:.-z^  to 

the  mutual  relief  of  prisonen.  I  shall  explicitly  close  with  your  propos.Lx>ita 
ilowing  effect. 

1  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  in  our  possession,  officer  for  officer,  soldier 
if,  citizen  for  citizen,  so  tmr  as  number  and  rank  wji  apply,  be  ca.rri*rd  :t.'.c. 

as  expeditiously  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  sdrr.lt.  and  w.ihout  r«Ti(&r<i  *.o 
x>Terted  point,  which  mlsht  prove  an  impediment  to  so  desirable  an  nz-d.    A: A 
1  may  not  clearly  understand  your  meaning,   when  yon  say.   "  It,  the  Cieai-. 
tiall   wait   the  arrival  of  the  British   officers,   whom  you   hare   releaj^eii   u;,'.:. 
oles.  and  shall,  without  delay,  send  an  equal  number  la  jr^i  in  return.  "    I 
sloQ  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  favour  me  w.th  an  eipjir.at;'.::     »:>•«'.»•- 
d  to  consider  wmiA  amtfn  oa  both  sidca.  as  aim  eotttluuinc  aadsr  the  obligation 
lie.  or  as  absoiutely  exchanged,  in  pursuance  oZ  the  genera:   ,ir.e.-    I  :•>.*    :. . 
by  an  effectual  czchaBge  should  not  at  once  operate  with  respect  l&  then., 
igree.  that  two  eommissfoners  from  me.  shall  meet  a  Lke  ns2sb«<!:r  frorr.  >>^ 
nth  day  of  March,  in  German  Town,  at  the  K  ni?  of  Prnisia  Tixem.  ei».*s.  >. 
Don.  to  adjust  upon  equitable  terms  the  difference  joi  n^enticn,  *l^  ^-if.':^  ^^i:*- 
IS  they  may  be  severally  empowered  to  detenn:ce. 

specl  to  a  general  settlement  of  accounts,  as  It  compreh^iids  p<.:nt«  w  'i.  »'. 
)  authority  to  fnterfere,  it  is  not  In  my  power  to  'uif'sr    a  ti*  z.f<k>.\'«r  ;'■- 
or  that  purposo.     I  am  under  tbe  necesai'.y  of  ref^rrlag  .t  'j*  '^.  <!'-'  »  -     ''' 

rin«  a  general  exchange  as  finally  agreed  on  be'.weet:  -is    I  t*ia.;     »•.'.- *'  ^'''■ 
'  the  prisoners,  in  onr  hands,  to  ^Izc^  in  the  Ti'lni'r  ',;  7'*^'  <  if*-"-'''  y*' 
tspecttve  slfUnns  may  render  most  eonvcnlect,  acd  shal.  ir^ve  yi"   '•''*  '" 
nive.   tkaC  jovnMj  return  a  number  equal  to  fh/'i*e  s«tt  it  f^'-^-   '  '^•'    *'' 
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This  correspondence  was  closed  by  Sir  William  Howe,  writing  under  date  of  Febnunr 
14.  1778,  from  Philadelphia,  to  Washington,  as  follows: 

"Sir,  I  have  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  Instant,  in  conseqnenc* 
of  which  I  shall  send  two  commissioners  to  meet  those  on  your  part  of  German  Towd. 
on  the  day  appointed. 

The  distresses  which  from  too  good  authority  I  understand  the  lower  class  of  prisooen 
labour  under,  induce  me  to  request  you  will  give  such  directions  as  may  expedite  tlM 
exchange  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men,  in  the  mode  you  have  pr»- 
pofled;  and  as  the  foreigners  and  British  must  be  equally  desirous  of  their  liberty,  and 
equally  considered  in  tlie  general  release,  I  trust  you  will  direct  that  the  priBon«n 
sent  in.  are  proportioned  as  nearly  as  the  numbers  of  each  in  your  possession  and  their 
situation  will  admit. 

With  respect  to  the  exchange  of  commissioned  officers,  you  will  permit  me  to  premiM, 
that  this  must  be  governed  by  the  release  of  the  Hessian  Held  officers  taken  at  TreDtoD. 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Campbell  of  the  71st  regiment,  who  have  sot  oolf 
been  longest  confined,  but  have  hitherto  been  the  objects  of  particular  exception,  the 
exchange  for  those  gentlemen,  as  well  as  for  the  other  officers,  will  then  take  plic^ 
as  is  agreed  upon.  This  will  explain  the  meaning  of  the  paragraph  in  my  letter  quoted 
by  you,  with  respect  to  the  release  of  officers  upon  parole,  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Campbell,  and  the  Hessian  field  officers— I  desire  to  be  understood,  tlut 
in  this  general  exchange,  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  army  command^ 
by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  who  were  taken  prior  to  the  Convention  of  Saratop. 
are  to  be  considered  within  the  description  of  prisoners,  equally  with  those  of  the  amr 
more  immediately  under  my  command. 

It  seems  necessary,  with  regard  to  citizens,  to  postpone  the  exchange  of  them,  ootil 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  who  by  n  personal  discussion,  may  finally  aacertaiD 
the  distinctions  and  equality  of  the  persons  to  be  exchanged." 

Prom  Philadelphia  under  date  of  March  24.  1778,  Sir  William  Howe  had  written  to 
Ix>rd  George  Gerniaine: 

"I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  enemy's  intended  invaiioo  of 
Canada  by  way  of  the  Lakes,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  dispatches,  has  failed  from  dlf- 
appointmentH  in  collecting  the  troops  and  stores  proposed  for  that  enterprise.  The 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  I  learn,  is  returned  from  Albany  to  the  army  in  this  province, 
and  General  Conway  remains  in  New  Kngland  to  command,  as  it  is  said,  an  army  on 
that  side,  which  is  designed  to  act  either  against  New  York  or  Rhode  Island.  The 
Generals  coniniandinR  at  those  posts  are  apprized  of  the  intention,  and  as  the  troo(K 
stationed  at  those  places,  with  the  navy  co-operating,  are  in  my  opinion  adequate  to 
tiifir  defence,   I  have  not  any  apprehension  for  their  safety. 

If  I  may  Judge  from  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  relative  to  General  Bur- 
goyne and  the  troops  under  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  there  is  little  doubt  of  »  de- 
termination being  taken  to  detain  thum.  even  under  the  most  frivolous  pretences.  That 
your  I-.<>rdship  may  be  fully  informed  ol  every  transaction  relative  to  General  BurgoyD*" 
since  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  copies  o( 
the  mo8t  material  paiiers  that  have  passed  between  him.  myself,  and  others  on  the 
HUliJtM-t  of  his  situation,  and  ns  this  business  has  bc*en  unavoidably  blended  with  the 
state  of  priHouers  in  general.  1  have  langed  the  correspondenees  relative  to  both  In  * 
ri'KUlar  sur<eH8ion.  by  whleh  your  Lordship  will  observe  the  difficulties  that  may  be  fx- 
p«<ted  in  reconelllng  the  obje<  tions  whl<h  are  made,  and  in  the  adjustment  of  a  generjl 
cart<l.  The  time  appointf^l  for  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  being  postponed  by 
Gejieral  Washington  to  the  .tlst  of  this  montli.  without  assigning  any  aatisfactory  rea- 
son, leads  me  to  b»?lleve  that  neither  he,  or  those  under  whose  authority  be  acts.  ar« 
sincere  in  their  professions  to  carry  an  exchange  into  execution  at  this  time.  Th^ 
Admiral  is  daily  expected  here  from  Ithode  Island:  but  as  his  arrival  may  be  retardi-d. 
1  have  thought  it  advisable  to  dispatch  the  Sandwich  Packet  for  England^  and  waiting 
in  humble  expectations  of  his  Majesty's  commands." 

May  Li;.  177h.  the  House  of  Commons  considered  the  state  and  condition  of  Burgoyne'a 
army,  which  was  surrendered  at  Saratoga,  and  "also  by  what  means  Lieutenant  General 
Burg<iyno.  who  commanded  that  urmy,  and  was  includi>d  in  that  convention,  was  re- 
leased, and  is  now  returned  to  Ehigland." 
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In  the  course  of  seconding  the  motion.  John  Wilkes  said: 

"I  rejoice  that  the  honourable  member  is  now  among  us,  for  I  hope  to  obtain  from 
him  that  information,  which  ministers  have  denied  to  this  House.  I  think  that  in- 
formation ought  to  include  every  transaction  of  moment  from  the  General's  leaving 
Europe  to  his  embarking  from  America.  Truth  will,  I  am  persuaded,  at  length  reach 
the  public  ear.  I  do  not,  however,  Sir,  in  this  fair  and  full  historical  detail  mean  to 
include  a  relation  of  the  military  operations  of  the  last  campaign.  The  House  may 
not  be  competent  to  a  decision  on  those  subjects.  But,  Sir,  I  would  go  much  farther 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  you  the  motion.  I  would  closely  pursue  the 
■tepe  of  those  who  with  unhallowed  feet  invaded  America.  A  nice  sense  of  national 
boDOur  calls  upon  us  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  loss  of  an  entire  British  army 
by  a  disgraceful  capitulation,  into  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  with  the  savages,  their 
conduct  during  the  campaign,  the  imputed  cruelties,  and  particularly  the  setting  fire 
to  villages  and  houses  of  the  country  people,  without  any  apparent  necessity  from 
military  motives.  These  Important  considerations,  with  many  others,  are  not  com- 
prehended in  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Sir,  I  desire  it  may  be  understood  that  I  do  not  rise  to  bring  a  charge  against  the 
commander  in  chief;  but  as  a  public  man,  to  ask  that  information  which  can  best  be 
had  from  an  intelligent  officer  of  high  rank.  Just  returned  from  the  great  scene  of 
action.  I  am  sure  he  will  most  willingly  give  it  to  the  House.  Every  gazette  of 
Europe  and  America  has  published  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  at  Saratoga,  the  igno- 
minious terms  of  the  convention,  the  charges  of  frequent  murders  and  massacres  of 
the  defenceless  inhabitants,  and  the  wanton  devastation  and  burning  of  the  country  by 
the  British  troops." 

General  Burgoyne  delivered  on  this  occasion,  a  memorable  speech,  from  which  the 
following  extract  is  taken: 

"Sir,  In  regard  to  the  call  made  upon  me  by  the  same  honourable  gentleman,  for 
explanation  respecting  the  burning  of  the  country  during  the  progress  of  the  army 
under  my  command,  I  am  ignorant  of  any  such  circumstance;  I  do  not  recollect  more 
than  one  accident  by  fire;  I  positively  assert  there  was  no  fire  by  order  or  countenance 
of  myself,  or  any  other  officer,  except  at  Saratoga.  That  district  is  the  property  of 
Major  General  Scuyler  of  the  American  troops;  there  were  large  barracks  built  by 
him,  which  took  fire  the  day  after  the  army  arrived  upon  the  ground  in  their  re- 
treat; and  I  believe  I  need  not  state  any  other  proof  of  that  matter  being  merely 
■ccident,  than  that  the  barracks  were  then  made  use  of  as  my  hospital,  and  full  of  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers.  General  Scuyler  had  likewise  a  very  good  dwelling-house, 
exceeding  large  store-houses,  great  saw-mills,  and  other  out-buildlngs.  to  the  value 
■Itogether  perhaps  of  ten  thousand  pounds;  a  few  days  before  the  negotiation  with 
General  Gates,  the  enemy  had  formed  a  plan  to  attack  me;  a  large  column  of  troops 
were  approaching  to  pass  the  small  river,  preparatory  to  a  general  action,  and  were 
entirely  covered  from  the  fire  of  my  artillery  by  those  buildings.  Sir,  I  avow  that  I 
gave  the  order  to  set  them  on  fire;  and  in  a  very  short  time  that  whole  property  I 
have  described  waa  consumed.  But,  to  shew  that  the  person  most  deeply  concerned  in 
that  calamity  did  not  put  the  construction  upon  It  which  it  has  pleased  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  do.  I  must  inform  the  House,  that  one  of  the  first  persons  I  saw.  after 
the  convention  was  signed,  was  General  Scuyler.  I  expressed  to  him  my  regret  at  the 
event  which  had  happened,  and  the  reasons  which  had  occasioned  it.  He  desired  me  to 
think  no  more  of  it;  said  that  the  occasion  Justified  It.  according  to  the  principles  and 
rules  of  war,  and  he  should  have  done  the  same  upon  the  same  occasion,  or  words  to 
that  effect.  He  did  more— He  sent  an  aid-de-camp  to  conduct  me  to  Albany,  in  order, 
as  he  expressed,  to  procure  me  better  quarters  than  a  stranger  might  be  able  to  find. 
This  gentleman  conducted  me  to  a  very  elegant  house,  and.  to  my  great  surprise,  pre- 
sented ms  to  Mrs.  Scuyler  and  her  family;  and  in  this  General's  house  I  remained 
daring  my  whole  stay  at  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  than  twenty  covers  for  mo  and 
Buy  friends,  and  every  other  possible  demonstration  of  hospitality;  a  situation,  painful 
K  Is  true  In  point  of  sensibility  at  the  time,  but  which  I  now  contemplate  with  some 
mUatmeUon,  as  carrying  undeniable  testimony  how  little  I  deserved  the  charges  of  the 
hsamuraMs  gantleman;  and  I  leave  it  to  his  feelings,  whether,  after  this  explanation. 
MBM  flntlMr  apology  Is  not  due  to  me." 

«f  the  tpeech^wtLs  omffted  from   the  original  repOTt  «iix^  ^"sv^  ^AVs«t^ 
Wm  m  aeeond  cmU  of  Mr.  Wilkes.— Stat»  HibtobulM. 
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[No.  1390.] 
GOVEBNOE  CLINTON  PBAI8E6  JAY  AND  MoDOUGALL 
Netcs   from   France   Pronounced   InteresHnff — Disturbed  Over  fk» 

Vermont  Business. 

Ponghkeepsie  14th  Hay  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Lettera  of  the  15th  April  ft 
Iftt  Instant.  The  News  from  France*  is  indeed  most  interesting 
&  agreeable  and  arived  yery  fieaaonably  to  assist  in  filling  up  oar 
army  &  to  give  new  Life  to  the  Militia  who  began  to  be  rather 
languid. 

I  enclose  you  the  arangements  returned  to  me  by  Colo.  Dn  Bois 
&  James  Livingston  of  their  respective  Regiments.  The  latter  ii 
far  from  being  perfect  and  as  I  have  not  the  least  ICnowledge  of 
any  of  the  Oilicers  I  am  not  able  to  make  it  so  or  even  to  add  to 
It.    The  former  is  compleat,  tho  there  are  some  Officers  left  cot 

*  March  13.  1778,  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  presented  to  Lord  Weymouth,  tbe  E&clitli 
uilulsier  at  Paris,  tbe  foUowUig: 

"Tbe  under-sigDed  ambassador  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  has  received  exprcsi 
uidtiiH  to  make  tbe  following  declaration  to  tbe  court  of  London: 

The  United  BUtes  of  North  America,  who  are  In  full  possession  of  Independence,  u 
pruuuuiiced  by  them  on  tho  fourth  of  July,  1776,  having  proposed  to  the  Klngi  to  con- 
suDdate.  by  a  formal  convention,  the  connection  begun  to  be  establlsbod  between  th« 
two  uatluuM,  tbe  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  a  treaty  of  friendship  and 
viiiiuiierce.  designed  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  q;iu^ual  good  correspondence. 

II U  Majesty  buiug  determined  to  cultivate  tbe  good  understanding  subsisting  between 
Kiance  and  Ureat  Britain,  by  every  moans  compatible  with  his  dignity,  and  tbe  good  of 
bla  subjucts.  tbiuks  it  iivcessary  lo  make  this  procci'ding  known  to  tbe  court  of  London, 
and  to  dei lare  at  thv  same  time,  that  the  coutiacting  itartics  have  paid  great  attvuUuu. 
uut  tu  Htlpuiuie  uuy  exclusive  advantages  in  favour  of  tbe  French  nation;  and  that  tbe 
I'uitttd  Statits  have  rcservi'd  tbe  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation  whatever,  upon 
tb«  same  fuottng  of  vquality  and  rtnriprocity. 

lu  inakiiig  Ibis  communication  to  tbe  court  of  I^ndon,  the  King  is  firmly  persuaded 
^o  will  Hud  iii'w  proofs  of  bis  Majesty's  constant  and  sincere  disposition  for  peace; 
*(td  ihAt  bis  Drliaitnlc  Majesty,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments.  wUl  equally  avoid 
•  v«>ry  thing  that  may  alter  their  good  harmony ;  and  that  bo  will  particularly  take 
elTwciuiil  measures  lo  prevoat  tho  cumnierce  bet«4>en  his  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 
Suited  States  of  North  America  from  being  lutcrruptcd;  and  to  cause  all  the  usages 
*'«H'«»ivo«j  between  cuuiuiervial  nations  to  \h.\  in  this  respoct.  observed,  and  all  those 
ruUa  which  can  be  said  to  subsist  between  tbe  two  crowns  of  France  and  Great 
**«^«talii. 

th  **  ^^'*  ^^^  coufldcuce.  the  under- signed  ambassador  thinks  it  superfluous  to  acquaint 

Cl4*  ^'''^^'k  minister,  that  tbe  King  bis  master,  being  determined  to  protect  effectually 

^    <*Wfu|  couuuerce  of   his  subjecu.   and   to  maintain  the  dignity  ot  his  flag,  his 


who  were  taken  at  Fort  Montgomery  &  are  now  Prisoners  of 
whom  I  entertained  a  good  Oppinion,  yet  I  dont  know  that  the 
arangem't  can  be  ammended;  I  have  entered  the  Names  of  such 
of  them  afi  I  am  able  to  recollect  on  the  back  of  the  Returns.  I 
wrote  to  Ck)lo8.  Gaanseyoort  &  Warner  at  the  same  Time  that 
I  did  to  the  other  Gentlemen,  but  have  not  yet  received  their  Re- 
turns or  any  answer  to  my  Letters;  ae  soon  as  they  come  to  Hand 
they  6hall  be  forwarded  to  you.  I  shoud  have  addressed  myself 
on  this  Occassion  officially  to  your  Committee  on  thifi  Subject 
had  the  Returns  been  more  perfect. 

Jay  is  attending  the  Duties  of  his  Office  at  Albany;  he  fills  the 
Bench  with  gr^t  dignity  &  pronounces  the  Sentences  of  the  Court 
.'With  becoming  Grace.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  has  had 
already  fio  many  Opportunities  to  display  his  abilities  in  that 
Way  bot  it  is  unavoidable.  Livingston  attended  the  Council  of 
Revision  pretty  steadily.  He  left  this  when  the  liegislature  ad- 
journed with  a  Determination  to  rebuild  his  House  but  I  hear  he 

Majesty  has.  in  coDMquence.  taken  eventual  measures  in  concert  with  the  United  SUtes 
of  North  America.'* 

March  17.  Lord  North  presented  this  document  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  also 
the  foHowing  message  from  his  Majesty  George  III: 

"George   R. 

His  Majssty  having  heen  Informed,  by  order  of  the  French  King,  that  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  has  heen  signed  between  the  court  of  France,  and  certain  persons 
employed  by  his  Majesty's  revolted  subjects  in  North  America,  has  Judged  it  neces- 
sary to  direct,  that  a  copy  of  the  declaration,  delivered  by  the  French  ambassador  to 
Lord  Viscount  Weymouth,  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons;  and  at  the  same  time 
to  acquaint  them,  that  his  Majesty  has  thought  proper,  in  consequence  of  this  offensive 
communication  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  France,  to  send  orders  to  his  ambassador 
to  withdraw  from  that  court 

His  Majesty  is  persuaded,  that  the  Justice  and  good  faith  of  his  conduct  towards 
foreign  powers,  and  the  sincerity  of  his  wishes  to  preserve  the  tranquility  of  Europe. 
Will  be  acknowledged  by  all  the  world;  and  his  Majesty  trusts,  that  he  shall  not  stand 
responsible  for  the  disturbance  of  that  tranqpility.  If  he  should  And  himself  called 
apon  to  resent  so  unprovoked  and  so  unjust  an  aggression  on  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
and  the  essential  interests  of  his  kingdoms,  contrary  to  the  most  solemn  assurances. 
subversive  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  iojurious  to  the  rights  of  every  sovereign  power 
in  Europe. 

His  Majesty,  relying  with  the  ftrraest  confidence  on  the  zealous  and  affectionate 
support  of  his  faithful  people.  Is  determined  to  be  prepared  to  exert,  if  it  shall  become 
oecessary,  all  the  fbrce  and  resources  of  his  kingdoms;  which  he  trusts  will  be  found 
adequate^ to  repel  every  insult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  power  and 
repntstion  of  this  oonotrT.  (t  K." 

d*lMrt*  followed  the  presentation  of  these  me8sages.->STA.TK  Uia- 
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is  gone  to  Jersey  on  a  Vissit  with  Mis.  Liyingston.  I  will  wtit 
on  my  old  Friend,  Gates,  the  moment  I  hear  of  his  Arival;  we 
were  well  pleased  with  Genl.  McDongal  &  the  Exchange,  there- 
fore, is  not  con<*id<'red  as  a  Favour,  Be  assured  I  will  do  every 
Thing  in  my  Power  to  promote  the  Designs  of  Congress  in  send- 
ing us  Genl.  Gates  &  to  render  his  Command  agreable.  I  cannot 
conclude  without  expressing  my  Anxiety  about  our  Vermont 
Hnsines,  as  the  l<mg<n-  it  is  left  unsettled  the  more  difficult  it  will 
be  to  accomplish.    I  am  1 »  Sir  with  great  regard  Tours  Sinc^ely, 

G.  C. 

Gov'r  Morrifi  Esqr. 

The  Legislature  is  to  meet  by  adj't  on  the  2d  Tuesday  of  next 
Month.  I  believe  there  will  be  few  changes  by  the  New  Election. 
I  fancy  Mr.  Cortlandt  will  be  Lieut.  Gov'r. 


[No.  1391.] 

A  PLAN  TO  BUILD  UP  THE  ARMY. 

Congress  Offers  Half  Pay  to  Every  Officer  and  Private  Who  Shall 
Serve  During  the  War. 

In  Congress  15  May  1778. 
Resolved  unanimously.  That  all  military  ofiQcens  commiHsioned 
by  congress,  who  now  are  or  h<  reafter  may  be  in  the  service  of 
the  Uniteil  States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war, 
and  shall  not  ln»l(l  any  otiicc  of  pn»tit  nndtM'  thi^se  staN*s.  or  any  of 
them,  shall,  nfler  lli<*  mncliision  of  the  war,  be  entitle<l  to  receive 
annually,  for  the  term  of  s<»ven  y(»ars.  if  they  live  no  long,  one 
half  of  the  present  [»ay  of  such  ollirors.  Provided,  that  no  gen- 
<*ral  oHlcer  nf  tin*  ravalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  shall  be  eutitle«] 
to  re<MMve  more  than  the  one  half  par!  of  the  [lay  of  a  colonel 
'  ''nch  eori»s  resjMM'tively ;  and,  |»rnvid»  <1,  (hat  this  resolution  shall 


not  extend  to  any  oflBcer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
f    unlesfi  he  shall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and  shall 
actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  united  states. 
Resolyed  nnanimoufilyy 

That  every  non  commissioned  military  officer  and  soldier,  who 
hath  enlisted,  or  shall  enlist  into  the  service  of  these  states,  for, 
and  daring  the  war,  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  thereof, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  further  reward  of  eighty  dollars 
at  the  expiration  of  the  war. 

Certified  a  true  Copy.  Henry  Laurens,  President. 


[No.  1392.] 

Colonel  Livingston  Places  the  Loss  of  His  Horse  and  Equipment  at 
Three  Hundred  Dollars. 

Fort  Arnold  15th  May  1778. 
My  good  Friend,  Col.  Hughs  informed  me  yesterday  that  you 
had  spoke  to  him  respecting  the  Horse  I  had  lost  in  Fort  Mont- 
gomery— and  that  he  thought  it  just  I  should  be  paid  for  him. 
He  desired  me  to  procure  a  Certificate  from  you  and  he  would  pay 
me  immediately.  How  to  estimate  the  Value  of  him  I  know  not. 
I  could  wish  to  have  another  in  his  Stead.  The  Horse  stood  me  in 
a  Twelve  month  ago  forty  Pounds.  Treble  that  money  will  not 
pnrehase  me  so  good  a  One  at  this  Day.  And  when  I  take  into 
Consideration  the  Saddle  &  Bridle  both  of  which  were  plated  with 
Silver  and  Cost  me  Eight  Pounds  in  New  York,  for  which  I  am 
to  be  paid,  I  know  not  what  Price  to  set.  The  loss  of  my  gr(»at 
Coat,  Sword,  and  Pistols  I  shall  never  retrieve.  Considering  all 
things  I  tbinck  250  DolPrs  for  my  Horse  and  50  for  the  remainder 
will  not  be  too  mnch.     If  vou  should  thiiick  300  I>ol.  for  the 
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whole  too  much,  make  such  Deduction  as  yon  thinck  proper  an^ 
you  will  satisfy  Your  ever  Affectionate  Friend 

Wm.  S.  lavingBftm. 

P.  S.  I  long  to  see  you  but  cannot  obtain  permifision  to  conv 
up.  The  Works  here  want  much  alteration,  and  demand  yon 
Inspection,  otherwise  we  shall  be  again  Eidnap'd. 

[The  following  in  Governor  Clinton's  handwriting.]  N.  B.  'M 
gave  Colo.  Livingston  a  Certificate  Dated  20th  May  1778  of  whicXi 
the  following  is  a  Copy. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Colo.  Livingston's  Biding  Horse,  Saddle 

&  Bridle  were  by  my  Order  detained  for  the  public  Service  in 

Fort  Montgomery  and  were  there  taken  by  the  Enemy.    There 

being  no  Horse  at  that  Post  fit  for  Expresses,  but  such  as  were 

actually  imployed,  rendered  the  Detention  of  Colo.  Livingstones 

absolutely  necessary. 

G.  Clinton  B.  Oen. 


[No.  1393.] 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE  SCOTT  STILL  ILL. 

^uijijcsts  TJurlvy  as  a  Proper  Meeting  Place  for  the  Legislaturt 
Instead  6f  Poughkeepsie. 

Hurley,  May  16th  1778. 
Sir,  I  send  you  inclosed  the  three  Copies  of  Acts  wanted.  I 
should  have  sent  them  sooner,  but  had  no  opportunity.  I  beg  you 
will  let  Mr.  Benson  see  to  the  printing  of  them.  In  a  very  few 
days  I  shall  have  all  the  rest  ready  for  the  press.  My  Daughter 
when  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  was  informed  that  Mr.  Sharpe 
intended  to  send  ni(»  out  a  few  necessaries  by  the  first  water  Fla<;. 
Should  they  reach  me  they  will  prove  the  first  Instance  wherein 
I  have  indulged  myself.    I  hope,  Sir,  >oa  will  not  think  it  too 
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great  a  Liberty  to  requeet  your  protection  of  them  for  me,  I 
shonld  not  trouble  you  with  thifl  Request,  but  abfiolute  neeeusgity 
compels  me  to  it. 

If  you  have  determined  where  the  Legislature  shall  meet,  I 
ihonid  be  glad  to  know  it,  because  in  that  Case  I  will  notify,  by 
circnlar  Letters,  the  place  to  the  joint  Committee  for  Elections, 
18  they  are  to  meet  only  one  week  before  the  Seesionfi,  the  place 
where  that  ifi  to  be  held,  will  be  most  convenient  for  them.  The 
absolute  want  of  all  Necessaries  at  Poghkepsie  aod  the  General 
ayersion  of  the  Legislature  to  meet  at  that  place  will  in  my 
opinion  render  some  other  place  more  eligible.  This  place,  begin- 
ning at  the  hither  End  of  Esopufi  &  extending  to  the  Widow 
Bevier's,  taking  in  the  Houses  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Kill  will, 
in  my  opinion  after  the  removal  of  the  Esopue  people  which  is 
now  effecting  every  day,  lodge  the  whole  Legislature,  &  that  now 
niore  diffusively  than  they  must  be  at  Poghkepsie.  However  I  do 
not  pretend  to  dictate.  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  been  there  this 
week,  but  my  Rheumatlfim  will  not  yet  permit  me  to  go  so  far 
abroad.  But  I  flatter  myself  with  the  prospect  of  visiting  you 
next  week.  In  the  mean  Time,  I  am  Dear  Sir  with  great  Respect 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 

Jno.  Morin  Scott. 
Permit  me  Sir  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed  to  Genl.  Gates. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

P.  8.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  sending  to  you.  I,  therefore,  now  send  my  Deputy  with  this, 
and  all  the  acts  together  with  Commissions  for  Colonel  Cantine's 
regim't  which  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  have  sealed  & 
returned  to  me,  and  I  will  countersign  &  distribute  them.  Yours 
most  respectfully 

2l8t  May  1778.  Jno.  Morin  Scott. 

Hig  Excy.  the  Gov'r. 
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[No.  13114.  J 

Congress  to  Punish  British  Officers  Who  Abused  Their  Priril^ 
After  Burgoyne's  Surrender. 

i  York  Town  16th  May  1778. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency  the  Uth 
Inst. — by  M(»8Henger  McKlosky. 

This  will  cover  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  for  obtaining 
proofs  of  infractions  said  to  have  been  committed  on  the  part  of 
the  (.'onciuerod  in  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  &  for  requesting 
Your  Kxcenency  to  take  the  necessiiry  measures  for  ascertaining 
Facts,  so  highly  lnt(»rcsting  to  the  honor  &  welfare  of  these 
States. 

Cougn^ss  have  this  day  ordered  the  Treasury  Board  to  remit  to 

Your  KxciOh'nty  the  Sums  speciftcally,  which  are  provided,  by  the 

last  Resolve  <»f  the  Act,  for  this  service.     I  have  the  honor  to  Im* 

With  very  great  Kegard  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Ob<»dient  hum*. 

servant 

lleury  I^iurens,  President  of  Congn^sj*. 

His  Kxcelh'Ucv,  (Jovernor  Clinton,  New  York. 


In  C(mgrt^S8  May  15,  177S. 

t'nngrrss  having  irri»ivi*d  informatii»n  that  divers  infrartions 
havi'  luiu  niadi*  by  otVirt-rs  in  tlir  servire  of  the  king  of  gn»at 
Hriiain  upon  ilu*  rtmviMition  of  Saratoga  particularly  by  (^miinl 
ling  souH'  of  ihi»  prisoners  to  brar  anus  against  thest*  Cnit^d 
Sfatt's  sinrt'  thrir  ninin  to  t'anada: 

lu'solxfd  Thai  his  r\«rllinf\  ;:«»\«'iiior  riinton  of  N»*w  York  Im» 
r«M|u«  sfti!  lo  lakf  sn<  h  nnasnr«s  as  ht*  shall  d«nMn  most  prndt-nt 
and  t'tVfM-tnal  for  a>«  t-rtainini:  th**  truth  %*(  this  information  and 
to  trausmit  t«»  t'oiignss  th.  r\  idt*nc*-.  \\hi«h  he  mav  obtain. 


li^solved  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  continental  money  be  advanced  to  gov- 
ernor Clinton  for  defraying  the  necessary  expences  of  executing 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 


[No.  1395.] 
Governor  Clinton  Writes  Colonel  Qanseroort  in  Regard  to  Ordnance 

and  Clothing, 

Poukeepsie  May  17th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  rec'd  yours  of  the  9th  Inst.  I  am  not  directed  by 
Congress  to  forward  any  heavy  Cannon  to  Fort  Schuyler  nor  in- 
deed do  I  know  a  single  Piece  that  can  possibly  be  spared  for  that 
Post.  Very  few  if  any  of  the  heavy  Pieces  were  bro't  off  from 
Ticonderoga,  either  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  officer  charged 
with  this  business  or  the  impracticability  of  doing  it,  &  on  them 
we  placed  our  principal  dependance  for  supplying  the  Posts  for 
the  Defence  of  the  River;  Genl.  Conway  writes  me  however  that 
lie  is  in  hopes  of  having  them  brought  forward.  If  this  should 
Ik?  the  Case,  on  proper  application  to  the  command'g  Officer  of  the 
Departm't,  I  presume  part  of  them  will  be  ordered  to  Fort  Schuy- 
ler. 

The  State  Store  in  the  Care  of  Mr.  Henry,  is  the  only  Place 
I  know  of  from  whence  Cloath'g  for  the  New  York  Battalions  is 
to  be  procured.  On  the  9th  of  March  last  there  were  2428  Shirts 
&  93  P'r  Stock'gs  with  some  very  small  quantities  of  other  arti- 
cles in  the  Store;  at  that  Time  I  issued  an  order  in  favor  of  your 
Regt.  for  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole;  which  nearly  comi»leated 
your  Betuniy  as  to  the  article  of  Shirts;  since  which  orders  have 
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been  issued  in  favor  of  three  of  the  other  Regt.  and  as  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  new  Supplies  coming  into  the  Store  I  conclude  there 
can  be  little  if  any  Cloa thing  on  hand.  However,  on  your  making 
nie  a  proper  cloathing  Return,  which  I  shall  expect  on  every  ap- 
plication, I  will  issue  an  order  on  the  Commissary  in  favor  of 
your  Regt.  for  its  proportion  of  Cloathing  on  Hand,  as  I  am 
determined  to  make  an  equal  distribution  among  the  five  Begts. 
of  this  State,  having  a  due  regard  to  their  respective  numbers 
&  former  Drafts,  as  far  as  I  may  be  able  to  have  them  ascertained. 
I  am  with  great  Regard  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 
Colo.  Gansevoort.  [Q.  C] 


I 


[No.  1396.] 

And    Private    Secretary    to    the    Qovetmor   Benson   FolUncs   with 

Additional  Instructions. 

Poukeepsie  May  17th  1778. 
Sir,  Since  his  Excellency  the  Governor  wrote  his  Letter  of  this 
Day  to  yon,  an  oHicer  of  your  Hegt.  waited  on  him  with  a  Return 
of  cloathing  said  to  be  wantcMl  for  your  Regiment.  I^st  you  may 
not  fully  comprehend  that  part  of  his  Letter  which  respects  Re- 
turns, he  has  directed  me  to  inform  you  that  he  expects  to  be 
furnished  with  a  Return  as  well  of  the  Cloathing  already  drawn 
out  of  the  Store  as  of  the  cloathing  wanted  for  the  Regiment;  to 
the  end  that  the  ballance  due  to  the  Soldiery  from  the  State  may 
be  ascertained.  This  measure  is  absolutely  necessary-  that  Jus- 
tice may  be  done  to  the  respective  Regim'ts  as  some  of  them  may 
have  drawn  more  than  tluir  proptutiun  of  cloathing  while  others 
are  put  off  with  Irss  than  they  are  justly  entitled  to  his  Excel- 
lency (iocs  not  un'un  to  stint  the  Soldiers  to  the  allowance  of 
cloath'g  orderini  to  be  providi  d  by  the  State.  Yrs.  &c. 
Colo.  Gansevoort.  Robt.  Benson. 


Thanias  Palmer  Reparts  to  Governor  Clinton  Regarding  the 
Movettient  and  Progress  of  the  Drafts, 

Sir, — The  Superintendants  with  the  Drafts  from  the  Counties 
of  Ulster  and  Orange  punctually  met  at  Goshen  agreeable  to  ap- 
pointment on  Wensday  the  13th  Instant,  and  marched  from 
thence  the  Same  Day  at  3  o'Clock  in  the  afternoon  towards 
Eastown,  in  good  Order  and  high  Spirits,  Except  a  few  which 
are  Since  Chiefly  Come  up  and  gone  forward.    The  Same  Day, 
74  of  the  Drafts  from  Dutchess  County  and  the  Manor,  made  up 
of  parts  of  the  Drafts  from  their  Differant  Regiments,  also  went 
forward  and  on  Fryday  the  15th,  52  more  from  the  Same  Differ- 
ant Regiments  marched  from  New  Burgh.    Out  of  the  whole  that 
have  marched,  31  have  Inlisted  during  the  war.  Chiefly  with  Capt. 
Gragg  of  Colo.  Gansevoort's  Regiment  and  the  Rem'dr  in  Colo. 
Duboises  Regt.  (That  is):  31  Exclusive  of  those  marched,  and  as 
near  one  fourth  of  the  Drafts  from  Dutchess  County  and  the 
manor  are  Still  behind  and  those  that  Come,  come  in  So  Scattered 
a  manner,  I  have  appointed  one  of  the  Superintendants  from  that 
County  to  attend  at  New  Burgh  to  Receive  the  Drafts  as  they 
Ck>me  in.    Capt.  Boarum,  another  of  the  Superintendants  from 
that  County,  I  have  Sent  with  full  power  to  Collect  the  Drafts 
from  the  Different  Regim'ts  and  after  all,  I  am  doubtfuU  wheather 
he  will  be  able  to  Collect  the  half  of  what  is  now  Deficient;  for 
it  Seems  they  have  been  under  the  necessaty  of  Drafting  Some, 
and  others  who  have  Inlisted  and  taken  the  Bounty  are  De- 
serted ;  3  is  already  deserted  that  I  am  Informed  of  and  have  ad- 
vertised them  accordingly.    I  fear  Some  of  the  Superintendants 
of  Dutchess  did  not  well  understand,  or  Otherwise  have  been  too 
Neglectfnll  of  their  Duty;  which  may  in  Some  Measnre  be  the 
Means  of  their  coming  up  in  So  Confused  a  maimet,   ^oX.  ^ 
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Single  Drafi  has  yet  arrived  from  Albany;  nor  have  I  received 
any  aceoinifH  from  Mr.  (ileu  or  Either  of  the  Sui>erintendant« 
from  that  ( -oiinty;  and  as  the  winds  have  been  fa\'ourable  the 
Chief  of  the  week  past,  and  Still  Remain  So,  I  am  Doiibtfull 
wheat  her  there  is  not  Some  Obstructions  in  their  way  more  tban 
I  Can  account  for.     I  Therefore  thought  it  my  Duty  to  Inform 
your  Excellency  of  that,  as  well  as  of  the  Circumstances  above 
mentioned.     The  Bearer  I  have  Ingaged  to  go  forward  to  Albany 
in  Cas(»  you  may  be  of  Opinion  it  is  necessarv'.     I  have  Omitted 
writing  any  thing  To  Mr.  Glen  on  my  own  part.     Leave  that  to 
your  ExcelhMicy;  in  Case  you  think  it  necessary  to  Order  the 
Ex[>ress  forward  as  a  line  from  you  in  Case  of  any  Difficulty  will 
no  doubt  be  received  with  Greater  attention  as  Coming  from  tbe 
proper  Authority. 

AnothiT  Cin  iimstance  I  l»eg  leave  to  mention,  and  that  is,  I  am 
Inf<inn(»d  that  Colo.  Vanderb<»rgh's  Son  Inlisted  for  one  of  the 
Classes  of  his  Kegiment,  and  t<H>k  a  Bounty 'of  Upwards  of  100£; 
that  So(m  aft(»r  it  a[»[»earrd  he  had  an  appointment  for  an  Ensign 
in  one  of  the  Companies  of  Colo.  Duboises  Regiment.  Wheather 
In*  knew  of  the  appointment  when  he  took  the  Bounty  I  am  not 
Certain;  however  wheather  be  did  or  not,  I  Conceive  he  ought 
to  return  the  money  to  the  Class  or  hire  another  man.  But  the 
Single  point  with  me  is,  wbcatluM*  if  \w  met  with  the  appointment 
after  he  took  the  Uhmry,  (if  hi*  has  not  Hoimr  Enough  to  return 
it)  he  can  or  ought  to  be  Obliged  to  do  it.  Your  Excellency's 
Opinion  on  this,  by  a  line  to  lui*  <»r  Tob*.  Vandi*rl»ergh  would  no 
Doubt  be  a  imaiis  wf  KiMluring  ynnng  Vanderbergh  to  a  proper 
Sense  of  his  Duty.  I  ;nu  with  all  Due  resperi  Your  Excellency's 
Miy»i  0!»edient  and  m«»st  hniiib*e  Si-rvani  to  Command 

Dat«Hl  at  New  Burgh.  17th  May  177S.  Thos.  Palmer. 

'4  Excellemy  George  Clintnu  Esipiire  &c.  &c. 


i*a plain    \icoU    Dmks    hv    Rccomwrnilid    (lershom    HalMvad    for 

Exemption, 

Now  Windsor  May  th  17  1778. 
D>  Govvenor,  1  Received  Your  Excellency's  Ix^tter  of  the  Six- 
tenth  by  Gerabam  Halstead,  one  of  tbe  Drafts  oute  of  tbe  New 
W^indsor  Company,  by  wbich  I  am  Informed  be  bas  made  ap- 
plication for  to  be  Exempted  from  Said  Draft  by  ray  advice. 
Mr.  Halstead  Dose  me  a  Great  Deale  of  Injustice,  for  1  have 
Not  Sean  the  man  for  a  fortnite  before  This  morning  when  be 
brought  your  Excellency's  Letter  to  ray  house/  I  have  Called 
on  my  Brother  Who  Informs  me,  Mr.  Halsted  w^as  at  his  bouse 
yesterday  morning  at  the  time  be  Should  have  met  tbe  other 
Drafts  to  march.  When  be  Said  be  Came  to  Let  my  Brother 
know  That  you  wass  att  Fisbkill  &  would  Clear  bim  on  account 
of  his  Eye,  for  that  you  bad  Cleared  one  Ransom,  at  New  Mol- 
borough  on  account  of  having  bis  arm, once  Broke,  tho  is  able 
for  Business  as  Ever,  my  Brother  Saise  his  answor  was,  if  the 
Governor  Cleared  bim  he  Should  produce  Such  Certificate,  when 
Halsted  went  away  &  Said  he  would  Go  and  Get  one.  Several 
Gentlemen  being  present;  your  Excellency  Knows  better  then 
to  think  I  would  Triffle  In  the  Duty  of  my  oflfice  which  I  have 
^VverJdon  &  Defy  any  man  that  Can  Say  I  Ever  favoured  my 
Mf  but  Chearfully  Every  alarm  marched  with  the  Company. 
To  Give  yonr  Excellency  Trouble  I  Never  did  or  ment  To  do. 
Tho  these  men  in  the  Works  have  Repeatedly  Done  So,  always 
oosting  that  the  Governor  would  Clear  them  from  Millitary 
^oty,  or  they  would  Leave  the  works.  My  Brothe  Never  Did 
^all  Halstead  to  Do  Millitary  Duty,  tho  an  abel  Bodied  man, 
Kll  Complaned  of  to  the  Cornil  of  this  Redgment  Two  years 
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almost  a  Gone,  when  by  the  Cornirs  orders  he  wasB  oblidgei 
To  put  him  in  his  List.  This  I  am  Knowing  to  as  well  as  mu; 
Officers  In  this  Redgment.  My  Duty  as  an  officer  I  meu  i 
Greable  To  Law  to  Do,  and  am  D'r  Governor  Your  ExcellencT'i 
Most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't 

[To  G.  C]  Leonard  D.  Nicoll. 


[No.  1399.] 
Ehenezer    Clark    Brings    a    Serious   Accusation    Against  Oolot^ 

Williams. 

New  Perth  May  18th  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  wrote  Your  Excellency  Twice  respecting  the  refnial 
of  our  CMvil  officers  &  hoped  to  receive  an  answer  but  have  noi 
as  Yet. 

1  Promise  my  Self  Your  Excellency's  Pardon  for  being  8o 

Solicitouse  on  this  head,  when  by  the  Bearer  Mr.  Bowan  Ton 

will  be  Informed  of  the  distracted  State  of  the  County,  Partirn 

huly  an  lllejral  &  unpresidented  method  taken  by  Col.  Williamt 

for  Kxtortinp:  money  from  the  Subjects  Under  the  Pretendec 

authority  of  a  Tourt  martial;  but  as  Mr.  Webster  has  wrote  Yoi 

on  the  Subject  iK:  as  Mr.  Rowan  Can  Inform  You,  being  a  Ma 

of  N'eracity  \'  Intojjrity,  I  derline^-  only  Pennit  me  to  bej:  You 

Intrrposision  as  the  People  are  much  discouraged;  &  the  lir 

of  Couduct  now  Pursued,  Seems  more  Effectual  for  Strengtl 

ening  the  Enemy  by  l)isafe<iin^    the    Peoph*  than  any  Seen 

!y  With  all  his  art  iV:  Zeal  Could  Possiibly  do. 

a  time  the  Peo[»le  wnil  with  Icinjjiup:  Expectations  for  a: 

••  to  their  Petition  tK:  wishing:  Your  Excellency  all  Possab 

ty  I  rest  at  Command.      1)>  Sir  Your  most  obt.  &  vei 

b'e  Ser> 't  Eben'r  Clark. 

9  ExcelleDty  Governor  Cliulon. 


The  Case  of  James  Harti  Accused  of  Stealing  a  Horse, 

To  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  Captain  General  and  Commander  in  chief  over 
the  Militia  thereof  and  vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 
The  Petition  of  James  Hart  now  a  Prisoner  in  Albany  Goal. 
Most  humbly  sheweth.    That  your  Petitioner  having  been  born 
in  this  State,  and  educated  with    those    generous  Sentiments 
which  constitute  the  real  Friend  to  the  Rights  of  Mankind,  He 
embraced  the  earliest  Oppertunity  of  drawing  his  Sword  in  de- 
fence of  his  greatly  injured  Country,  was  appointed  a  Lieutenant 
in  a  Rhode-Island  Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Varner,  and 
with  his  utmost  Power  opposed  the  Enemy  when  they  landed 
on  Long-Island. 

That  your  Petitioner  then  had  his  Wife  and  Family  in  New 
York  whom  He  removed  from  the  power  of  the  Enemy  there, 
to  Pitts-Town  in  the  County  of  Albany,  where  He  laid  out  his 
aJJ  in  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  a  Tract  of  Land,  and 
Boon  after  He  became  an  Inhabitant  there,  was  chosen  Captain 
of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  a  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Knickerbacker,  with  which    Company  &  Regiment  your  Peti- 
tioner proceeded  to  Fort  George  to  oppose  the  Enemy  then  ex- 
pected from  the  Northward. 

That  the  sudden  and  unexpected  evacuation  of  the  Garrison 
of  Ticonderoga  enabled  the  Enemy  to  make  so  rapid  a  Progress 
to  the  southward  that  their  Savages  committed  several  Outrages 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  your  Petitioner  'ere  He  could  possibly 
remoye  his  Family  and  Effects,  which  constrained  your  Peti- 
tioner for  the  first  time  to  hearken  to  the  Advice  of  several  Per- 
21 
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sons  to  avail  lliiiis<*lf  of  the  Advantage  &  benefit  of  the  Pro- 
teriioii  so  frrt»ly  ofT(»r(Hl  by  General  Bnrgoyne — that  with  that 
Vi(»w  yoiir  IVtiliouer  went  to  Burgoyne's  Camp;  but' jadging 
from  tli<»ir  enibai-rass(»d  Situation  that  He  could  sean'ely  pro- 
tect liis  own  Army,  much  less  the  Inliabitauts,  your  Petitioner 
ai»i»li(Hl  for  a  Pass  to  General  Fraser  to  return  Ilonie — that  wben 
your  Petitioner  made  that  Ai)j»lication,  General  Fraser  repre- 
s(»nt(Ml  tlH^  Danger  of  liis  lK»ing  intercepted  and  i>erlia|>8  luau- 
»arr(»d  by  some  of  the  several  Parties  of  Savages  then  in  the 
Woods,  to  j)revent  which  he  proposed  to  send  some  of  them  from 
the  Camp  as  an  Escorte  to  your  Petitioner — but  not  chosing  to 
go  Home  among  the  Inhabitants  in  such  Company,  your  PhI- 
tioner  obtained  permission  for  a  white  Man  who  had  some  com 
mand  among  the  Indians  to  accompany  Him  and  preserve  Him 
from  danger  and  insult — that  this  Fellow  contrary  to  every 
Argument  your  Petitioner  could  make  use  of  forceably  took  a 
Horw*  from  a  young  Lad,  Son  to  one  of  the  Neighlwurs,  made 
the  Lad  his  Prisoner  and  took  both  to  Burgoyne's  Camp. 

That  the  absolute  want  of  some  Necessaries  for  Himself  and 
his  Family  which  were  plenty  in  the  Enemy's  Camp  induced 
your  Petitioner  to  return  there  with  some  hard  money,  boaght 
what  Things  he  wanted  and  returmnl  Home,  where  He  hoi>e*I 
to  live  in  Peace  without  interruption;  But  having  Reason  very 
mnm,  to  appr<diend  Trouble  fnmi  the  Malice  of  some  of  his 
Neighbours,  Members  of  th(*  <'ommittt»e,  your  Petitioner  threw 
liimself  into  the  Arms  and  Protrctiim  of  his  Colonel,  Mr.  Knick- 
«*Hiai'ker,  Who  adviscnl  your  P(»titioncr  to  g<i  to  the  Committt*e 
itt  thiM  City,  and  sent  his  S<m  with  your  Petitioner,  to  declare 
11*1-  part  He  had  acted — that  your  Petitioner  accordingly  came 
to  tbifi  Citj  related  to  the  Chainnan  what  is  herein  set  forth. 
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d  was  not  laid  under  any  Restraint,  'till  the  malice  before 
►ntioned  reached  Him  even  here,  when  your  Petitioner  was 
t  into  Close  Prison ;  that  what  has  been  your  Petitioner's  mis- 
rtune  is  now  imputed  to  Him  as  his  fault,  by  being  charged 
d  convicted  as  Accessory  to  the  taking  the  Boy,  and  Horse, 
tiich  your  Petitioner  has  proven  before  the  Court  He  endeav- 
ired  to  prevent. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  been  convicted  on  the  Testimony  of 
single  Evidence,  entering  into  his  Sixteenth  Year  whose  in- 
•edibility  was  evident  by  his  own  Confession  in  Court  of  his 
equent  deviation  from  the  Truth. 

That  your  Petitioner  thinks  it  very  hard  his  Life  or  that  of 
Dy  other  Person  should  be  sacraficed  on  f»o  flimsey  an  Evidence, 
On  that  Justice,  Mercy  and  Humanity  with  which  your  Ex- 
?llencie8  Breast  is  replete  and  for  which  you  are  conspicuous, 
)th  your  Petitioner  entirely  rely  for  his  preservation.  May  it, 
lerefore,  please  your  Excellency  to  take  into  your  humane  Con- 
deration,  your  Petitioner's  Case  and  to  grant  Him  a  Pardon 
such  other  Relief  as  your  Excellency  may  judge  right  and 
8t,  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

James  Hartt. 
bany  18  May  1778. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  Petitioner  James  Hart  did 
liver  himself  up  to  me  and  that  he  was  committed  to  Prison. 

John  Barclay  Mayor. 

To  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
New  York,  Captain  General  &  Commander  in  chief  over  the 
ilitia  thereof,  &  vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  &c. 
We  whose  Names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  Inhabitants 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany  having  perused  the  within  writ 
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ten  Petition  of  James  Hart,  and  give  Credit  to  the  Matters  thweii 
set  forth,  do  most  humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  takehb 
distressed  Case  into  your  tender  Consideration  and  grant  him  t 
Pardon. 


City  of  Albany  ss:    Sarah  the  Wife  of  Robert  Smith  of  Pittfr 
Town,  the  County  of  Albany,  being  sworn  on  the  holy  Ehrangeltft 
of  Almighty  God  deposeth  and  saith  that  She  was  served  with  a 
Subpoena  about  a  Week  ago  to  attend  the  Trial  of  James  Hart  as 
a  Witness,  that  the  Deponant  was  sick  and  not  able  to  attend  the 
said  Trial,  that  some  time  before  the  Surrender  of  General  Bar- 
goyne,  the  said  Hart  boarded  with  his  Wife  at  this  Deponant'* 
and  that  She  very  well  remembers  that  it  happened  in  the  Night, 
when  the  said  Hart  was  in  Bed  with  his  Wife  that  two  or  thre<» 
Persons  came  to  the  House  (among  whom  She  thinks  there  wa? 
one  Manuel  Edwards)  Who  knocked  to  the  Door,  and  called  to 
James  Hart,  asked  Him  whether  He  would  go  along  to  fetch  Pe 
Keemer's  Horse,  that  the  said  James  Hart  made  answer  no;  I  will 
not,  if  you  want  the  Horse  you  may  go  yourself,  I  will  have  no 
Hand  in  stealing  horses,  and  that  Hart  did  not  get  up;  that  early 
on  the  next  morning.  She  saw  two  sorrel  Horses  tyed  to  the  Fence 
nrfflr  the  House,  and  that  She  understood  they  had  belonged  to 
ow  Mr.  Brewer,  that  a  certain  Person  called  Captain  Lyons  in  an 
Indian  Habit  came  to  the  House  at  the  same  time  with  a  young 
IimI  named  Frederick  De  Roemer,  Jnn'r,  and  this  Deponant  saw 
IIm*  nwld  Lyons,  &  De  Reenier  with  one  of  the  horses  go  off  the 
m$$$w  Sfoming  with  the  said  two  sorrel  Horses,  and  that  this 
t*i'l9ftUHUt  afterwards  saw  the  said  James  Hart  go  from  her  Housi 
<'<«  a  roAO  Mare  which  he  had  bought  from  Manuel  Edwards  in  her 
this  Deponant  further  says  that  She  has  heard  the 
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said  K'r-ederick  De  Reemer,  Jun'r,  say,  that  Captain  Lyons  had 
made  li  im  Prisoner,  and  took  him  from  the  Horse  by  the  Arm,  and 
that  tltis  Deponant  has  heard  the  said  De  Reemer  say,  that  if 
Lyons  could  have  been  got  He  never  would  have  taken  the  pains 
to  prosecute  James  Hart,  but  since  Lyons  could  not  be  got.  Hart 
should  suffer  in  his  Stead,  and  further  saith  not. 

her 
Sarah  X  Smith 
mark 
8wox*:j,  ^^^  20th  Day  of  May  1778 
before  me 
J.  Roorbach  Alderman. 
■*^*^ese  are  to  Certifie,  To  all  persons  Before  whom  these  Shall 
toi^^^  That  the  within  mentioned  Sarah  Smith  is  a  person  of  good 
^''^^it  has,  in  the  Neighbourhoods  where  She  has  Lived,  Behaved 
"^^^elf  well.    Her  word  may  Be  taken  for  truth  att  any  Time, 
^tiich  wee  the  Subscribers  Can  Declare. 

^^arthanel  Wallaes,  William  Hicks,  Abner  Van  Name,  Mary 
^^-n  Name,  Mary  Van  Name,  Elizabeth  Van  Name,  Cornelius 
S^Umfrey  Colo'l,  David  Sutherland  Col. 


[No.  1401.] 

The  Americdfi  Commissioners  in  Paris  Send  Notice  that  Eleven 
British  Men-of-War  Are  Bound  for  America. 

Paris,  May  18th,  1778. 

.  Gentlemen,  Certain  intelligence  having  been  received  that 
eleven  British  Ships  of  War,  (viz  one  of  90  Guns,  nine  of  74  and 
one  of  64  Ouns)  are  in  the  Road  of  St.  Hellens  near  Portsmouth, 
boand  for  North  America,  &  the  United  States  being  in  alliance 
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with  France,  You  are  requested  as  speedily  as  possible  to  ConTer 
this  information  to  the  Oommanders  of  any  French  Fleet  orShipi 
of  War  in  America,  by  sending  them  this  Letter,  and  also  to  pub- 
lish the  Contents  of  it  in  all  the  Continental  News  Papers.* 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gentlemen  Your  most  Obedient 

Humb'e  Serv'ts 

B.  Franklin, 

John  Adams. 
A  true  Copy  Attest 

John  Avery,  D'y  Sec'y  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 


[No.  1402.] 
A  Venerable  Man  Accused  of  Horse-aieaUng — His  Petition. 
To  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Militia  thereof  and  vic^ 

Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Petition  of  William  Rogers  of  the  District  of  Hosick  in  tb< 
County  of  Albany  Yeoman,  and  other  Subscribers  in  bis  BebaH 
humbly  sheweth, 

That  the  Petitioner  is  entering  into  the  Seventyeth  Y'ear  of  bi 
Age,  and  has  been  lately  convicted  for  having  feloniously  take 
and  led  away  Horses,  the  Petitioner  does  not  deny  that  He  toe 
the  Horses,  but  that  He  did  not  take  them  clandestinely  or  wii 
an  Intent  to  convert  them  to  his  own  Use,  and  that  the  Petition 
wag  compelled  and  obliged  to  go  and  demand  the  said  Ilors 
from  the  Owners  by  Threats  and  Fear  of  some  of  the  Officers 
General  Burgoyne's  Army,  Who  came  to  the  Petitioner's  House 

^Aceordlnc  to  the  weeUj  account  of  hU  Majwty'i  thips  and  tmmIs  cmplored 
North  America,  from  the  laat  retuma  from  Lord  Howa,  prepared  In  pumianeo  of 
Prwjtiii,  of  11^^  Houao  of  Commona.  dated  27tb  January,  1T78,  it  was  ahowa  that  Oi 
Brttala  had  aant  tt  ahlpi  to  America,  with  a  complement  of  15,980  man;  with  U,m  i 
"^  t^morad,  and  MH  martnea  muatered.--8TATB  Hzstokiaic. 
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the  Night,  after  their  Defeat  at  Benington;  that  the  Petitioner  has 
lost  all  that  he  had  in  the  World  (that  He  has  long  been  an  In- 
hpbitant  of  the  City  of  Albany,)  and  a  large  Family  to  support 
d  titute  of  every  Necessary  of  Life.  The  Petitioners,  therefore, 
humbly  pray  that  your  EJxcelleney  will  take  the  Prisoners  ad- 
vanced Age  and  other  distressed  Circumstances  into  your  tender 
and  serious  Consideration  &  earnestly  beg  that  He  may  become  an 
Object  of  Mercy  and  Obtain  your  Excellencies  Pardon. 

William  Rogers. 
Albany  18  May  1778. 

David  Schuyler,  Garret  Boseboom,  Thomas  Hun,  Nanning  Har- 
niense  Visscher,  Bastiaen  Visscher,  John  Cluet,  Jun- r,  B.  Visscher, 
Job's  Beeckman,  W.  Mancius,  John  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Barent  Ten 
Eyck,  Miegel  Henry,  Adam  Hardell,  John  Spoon,  Barent  Staats, 
Joseph  H'all,  Peter  Quackenboss,  Peter  Quaekenbos,  Jr.,  Coenraed 
Scharp,  Eli  Arnold,  Wouter  Knicker  Backer,  Walter  Quaekenbos, 
Jan.,  Peter  Gansevort,  Isaac  Deforeest,  Corn's  Van  Schelluyne, 
Henry  Beasley,  Balshazer  Lyons,  James  Sharpe,  Henry  Van  Dyck, 
Hendrick  Van  nes,  Johanes  Pruin,  Isaac  I.  Truax,  Corn-s  Glen, 
Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis  NicoU,  Dirck  Roseboom,  Dirick  B.  Van 
Schoonhoven,  Henry  Van  Schoouhoven. 


To  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Eequire  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Militia  thereof,  vice 

Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Petition  of  Mary  Rogers,  the  Wife  of  William  Rogers,  of 
the  District  of  Hoeick  in  the  County  of  Albany,  Yeoman,  Mary 
FairbankB,  and  other  Subscribers  in  behalf  of  the  said  William 
Bogera. 
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humbly  sheweth,  That  the  said  William  Bogera,  (entering  into 
the  seven tyeth  Year  of  hie  Age)  is  confined  in  the  Goal  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  and  convicted  for  having  forceably  taken  away  four 
Horses  the  property  of  Jonathan  Morrel,  John  Morrel,  William 
Shaff  and  Henry  Shafif  all  of  the  District  and  County  aforeeaid,— 
that  the  Prisoner  in  the  Course  of  his  Trial  proved  that  He  waiin 
a  manner  compelled  to  demand  the  eaid  Horses  from  the  Owners, 
through  Threatnings  of  some  Officers  of  Oeneral  Burgoyntf» 
Army,  who  came  to  his  House  in  the  Night,  and  insisted  upon 
the  Prisoners  procuring  them  Horses,  to  facilitate  their  Flight 
after  the  Defeat  at  Benington, — that  the  Owners  of  the  said 
Horses  who  appeared  as  Witnesses  against  the  Prisoner  on  bis 
Trial,  did  confess  that  He  had  given  a  Reciept  or  Order  to  some  of 
the  Owners  for  the  said  Horses  when  He  took  them,  and  that  all 
the  Horses  were  returned  to  them,  (by  the  Person  who  was  with 
the  Prisoner  and  carried  them  off)  within  two  or  three  Days  after 
He  took  them  away — and  the  Prisoner  did  also  prove  on  his 
Trial  that  Money  was  given  to  the  Person  who  went  to  return  the 
Horses  aforesaid,  to  pay  the  Owners  for  the  Use  or  hire  of  them— 
from  which  Premisses  your  Petitioners  are  induced  to  believe, 
that  tho'  the  Prisoner  may  have  used  Threatning  Language  to 
obtain  the  Horses  from  the  Owners,  that  yet  the  Prisoner  had  no 
Intention  to  divest  the  Proprietors  thereof,  entire  &  convert  them 
to  his  own  Use  or  benefit. 

Your  Petitioners  do  therefore  judge  the  Prisoner  to  be  an  Ob- 
ject of  Mercy,  and  as  such  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  Him 
to  your  Excellencies  Clemency  for  a  Pardon. 
Albany  15th  May  1778. 


Robert  Freeman  Agrees  to  Deliver  Flour  at  Salisbury  Furnace  for 
the  Use  of  the  Workmen. 

State  of  Ck)imecticut  Salisbury  18th  May  1778. 

This  May  Certify  that  Mr.  Robert  Freeman  has  Engaged  to 

deliver  Seven  Tuns  Weight  of  Flour  for  Supplying  The  Workmen 

Employed  in  the  Business  of  the  Cannon  Foundary  here. 

attest  Wm.  Whiting,  Manager  of  said  Foundry. 

To  all  Whom  it  may  Concern. 


[No.  1404.] 

Captain  Bams  Accuses  Colonel  Williams  of  Oppressing  the  Friends 

of  America. 

New  Perth  May  19th  1778. 
Sir,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  Some  Days  ago  the  State  of  my 
dompany.    I  have  ben  the  other  day  at  Albany  and  General  Con- 
way ordered  me  to  go  to  Skeensborrow  and  Scout  to  Tioonderoga 
Ac.  and  Give  him  the  Earliest  Notice  if  any  danger  was  in  that 
Quarter  wherfore,  my  head  quarters  will  be  at  that  place  or  fort 
Ann  unless  otherways  ordred  by  your  Excellency.    I  am  Sorry  to 
Inform  your  Excellency  the  New  Sehene  of  TrouMe  that  is  arisen 
np  among  us,  which  if  not  Stopt  will  rewn  our  Settelment;  the 
New  England  people  Ever  Since  the  first  Settelment  here  hath 
been  opposed  to  the  old,  and  Last  year  hath  Given  them  an  advan- 
tage over  many  poor  weak  timed  Cretures  who  was  distrest  to 
the  Last  degree  and  fleed  in  to  the  rear  of  Burgoyn's  Camp  for 
Safty  intairily  out  of  fear  of  the  Indians,  barbariously  murder- 
ing and  miassacreaing  many  and  threatning  to  do  So  to  all  that 
woold  move  Southward  &c.,  and  Now,  CoUo.  Williams,  is  fining 
at  Ills  will  and  pleasure  from  4s  to  30£  and  most  of  them  hath 
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lived  pecably  on  their  farms  and  been  ready  to  assist  when  Ever 

Called  upon  in  Evry  allarm  and  as  good  frinds  for  Liberty  as  any 

on  the  Continent.    Crims  for  remaining  at  home  on  their  farm&- 

altho  they  have  never  Supplid  the  Enemy  in  any  way  or  manner. 

I  was  mofitly  among  them  all  the  time  a  Scouting  and  they  gaye 

us  Intilligence  and  provisicms  at  the  risque  of  their  Lives.    I  hare 

Spoken  to  Collo.  Williams  at  Diffrent  times  not  to  fine  the  poor 

people  that  was  too  much  dietrest  already;  this  he  did  without 

Ever  Calling  them  before  him  or  Giving  them  any  Notice  to  Speak 

in  their  own  defence,  which  in  my  opinion  is  Contra  to  all  rule  & 

order.    The  Bearer  Mr.  John  Rowan  Can  Give  your  Excellency  an 

Exact  Account  of  Evry  particular.    Neither  Collo.  Webster  nor 

me  wafi  warned  or  knew  any  thing  of  the  Court  Martial,  till  it  was 

over  and  I  Can  account  for  this  in  No  other  way  than  this,  (for 

fear  of  doing  the  people  Justice);  it  Sems  the  Collo.  has  it  in  Vew 

to  ruin  the  Settohnent;  if  he  is  not  Immedetly  Stopt  he  will  Diss- 

afect  uion*  peo]»le  then  In  this  County  then  Rurgoyn  and  all  his 

Agents.    This  is  a  short  rehersal  of  facts.    I  Make  no  dobt  but 

your  Excellency  in  your  wifidom  Will  Give  relief  in  the  premises. 

I  am  D'r  Governor  your  Exellency's  Very  Obident  and  Humble 

Serv't 

John  Bams. 

[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1405.] 
Alexander  Webster  Also  Accuses  Colonel  WiUiams. 

Black  Creek  May  19th  1778. 
D'r  Governor,  The  Acts  was  So  long  Delayed  that  we  have  had 
no  Election;  within  a  few  Days  after   I    Came   home   we   wa0 
alarmed  and  all  Turned  out  to  oppose  our  Enemies  but  we  waB 
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ppely  disapointed.  No  Enemy  appearing  we  all  returned 
me,  and  no  real  trouble  Since,  but  what  ifi  among  our  selves; 

my  arrival  here  the  CJommitte  had  ordred  a  number  of  poor 
luded  Creatures  off  their  farms  down  the  Country  for  this  rea- 
n,  because  they  wear  at  Burgoyn's  Camp,  but  it  is  pretty  Evi- 
int;  from  other  Circumstances  that  they  reather  wanted  what 
ey  had,  (then  from  real  Zeal);  How  Ever  they  had  got  So  high 
^e  did  not  Chuse  to  Enterpose  at  that  Instant  with  those  they 
id  Ordred  of  at  that  time,  but  Immeadetly  formed  a  board  of 
Dmmissioners,  and  then  the  Committees  dropt  and  Indeed  We 
id  more  Difficulty  with  the  whigs  then  the  Tories.  We  was  last 
eek  Up  at  what  we  Call  Kingsbury  near  Lake  Oeorge  and  had 
reat  Success.  We  had  between  40  &  50  persons  before  us,  that 
ire  Mostly  taken  the  Oath  of  allegance  to  the  State  and  a 
imber  of  them  that  is  boands  and  Sue  writs  for  good  behaviour 
id  q^pearing  when  Call  upon;  the  whigs  Sent  us  word  before 
e  went  up  that  if  the  Tories  was  not  taken  from  among  them 
ey  would  move  of,  but  we  was  so  hard  on  them  and  told  them 
at  if  they  were  Impartely  tried  they  would  haog  and  any  we  was 
p  Committing.  The  whigs  Came  bound  for  them.  CoUo.  Wil- 
ims  I  am  told  is  fining  a  great  many  of  our  poor  Difitrest  In- 
bitants  for  Diffrent  reasons,  Some  for  not  appearing  at  Wil- 
ms Town  in  New  England,  and  Some  for  Going  home  without 
ive  to  Visit  their  poor  distrest  families;  how  Ever  this  I  have 
report,  for  I  was  not  Invited  to  the  Court  Martial;  but  I  have 

many  Complaints  made  to  me,  but  am  Unable  to  releive  them 
i  I  here  they  are  Going  to  petition  your  Excellency  for  redresa 
the  Grivance.  I  am  afraid  if  your  Excellency  dos  not  Enter- 
e  we  Shall  have  bad  work.  I  can  acco'tt  for  the  proceed  u  re 
no  iKber  way  then  this,  that  he  is  taking  the  New  England's 
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peoples  party  who  are  Determined  to  root  ont  the  idd 
people  if  thej  Can;  how  Ever  the  bearer  Oan  Oire  yovr ', 
lency  a  more  acurate  account  then  I,  as  I  have  been  mnehhiflM  j 
and  mostly  taken  np  In  Making  peace  in  oor  frontien.  Whnl  J 
Came  home  we  Expected  Evry  day  to  be  attacted  by  oar  1 
from  the  Noret;  &  Collo.  Williame  Said  if  he  wba  Bopeneedeilr 
being  Made  third  Judge  he  would  Leakways  Oive  op  hit  Ohi* 
mission  as  (Tollo.  I  thought  it  might  do  hurt  in  So  Great  0» 
fusion  to  Do  any  thing  that  might  hurt  our  present  EzerttoBiii 
opposing  our  Enemies.  I  told  him  not  to  be  Uneasie^  for  we  oi^ 
to  be  agreable  in  opposing  our  foes  and  not  to  be  Quarreling  ibnt 
places,  for  I  Should  not  Accept,  &  indeed  in  my  humble  opinki 
in  our  present  Situation  our  Courts  Could  not  be  of  much  \ 
to  us,  and  as  I  have  not  accepted  non  of  the  Jnsticea  has  QjoA 
fyed.  I  Shall  be  much  oblidged  to  your  Excellency  for  yonr  id- 
vice.    I  am  your  Excellency's  Very  obident  and  Humble  Serfut 

Alez'r  Webster. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  1406.] 

Thr  Albany  Authorities  Protest  Against  the  Remov€U  of  the  Trwf9 
from  That  City  and  Qive  Their  Reasons. 

Albany  20th  May  1778. 
Sir,  The  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
Albany  being  conveniMl  in  Common  Council  in  Consequence  o( 
yonr  Honour's  Letter  to  Oenl.  T(*n  Broeek  of  this  Date,  inform* 
ing  him  th<it  the  Troops  are  ordered  from  here  to  Fish  Kill  and 
requesting  him  to  relieve  the  Guards  in  this  City. 
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The  Common  Council  beg  leave  to  observe  that  thej  consider 
themselves  in  duty  bound  to  inform  you,  that,  from  the  weakness 
ol  the  Militia  of  this  City  (owing  to  the  Number  in  the  public 
service)  it  will  not  be  safe  to  Leave  the  Stores,  Provisions,  Hospi- 
tals, SloopA,  Vessels  Regular  and   other  Prisoners,   the   latter 
amounting  to  at  least  one  hundred,  besides  the  disaffected,  in  and 
abont  the  City  to  so  small  a  number  as  150  Men,  being  the  whole 
number  of  Militia  that  are  subject  to  Military  Duty — for  should 
wi  accident  happen  by  means  of  the  disaffected,  either  in  destroy- 
ing the  Stores  or  in  discharging  the  Prisoners  (ten  whereof  are 
now  under  Sentence  of  Death)  it  would  not  only  distress   this 
City  but  the  service  of  the  Continent  in  General. 

Tlie  Common  Council  farther  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  about 
Six  weeks  ago  the  Troops  were  also  ordered  down,  but  upon  the 
Committees  representing  to  the  Hon^ble  Major  Genl.  Conway,  the 
above  matters,  and  the  necessity  of  having  a  Body  of  Troops  in 
tb^is  City,  to  Succour  the  Northern  and  Western  Frontiers  in  Case 
0^  Bn  attack,  the  General  Wrote  upon  the  Subject  to  Major  Gen- 
era,] McDougall  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  who  thereupon 
ordered  the  Troops  to  remain  here. 

The  Common  Council  farther  beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  Case 
your  Honour  cannot  detain  one  of  the  Regiments  stationed  here 
^*^t  at  least  150  Men  ought  to  be  detained  and  they  doubt  not  but 
yoUr  Honour  will  concur  with  them  in  opinion. 

^he  Bearors,  Mr.  Recorder  and  Alderman  Cuyler,  Members  of 
'^i^  Board  can  inform  your  Honour  of  many  other  reasons  for  the 
^^tention  of  part  of  the  Troops.  I  am  &c.  By  order  of  Common 
^imca 

John  Barclay,  Mayor. 
Brigadier  Genl  .Stark. 
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[No.  1407.] 

Benjamin  Rogers  Accused  of  Horse  Stealing,  Files  a  PeiiiUm  with 

Governor  Clinton. 

To  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  Stat^ 
of  New  York,  Captain  General  and  Commander  in  chief  c^^ 
the  Militia  thereof,  &  Admiral  of  the  Navy  &c. 

The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Rogers  a  Prisoner  in  Albany  Oo^^ 
and  others  the  Subscribers  in  his  Behalf,    most  humbly  shews. 
That  the  Petitioner  is  only  Seventeen  Years  of  Age,  has  lan- 
guished for  six  Months  in  a  loathsome  Prison,  and  is  now  under 
sentence  of  Death  for  stealing  a  Horse — ^there  are  however  Cir 
cumstances  which  He  humbly  hopes  will  entitle  Him  to  mercy 
and  which  He  trusts  your  Excellency  will  extend  to  him  in  Con- 
sideration of  his  Youth,  and  the  Intreaties  of  those  benevolent 
Members  of  Society  who  have  joined  Him  in  thiB  Prayer  for  hia 
Pardon,  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jun.,  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck,  Ab'm  A.  Lansingh,  Jno. 
R.  Bleecker,  R't  Bleecker,  John  N.  Bleecker,  Henry  Bleeck(*r, 
John  J.  Bleecker,  John  Cuyler,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Rich'd  Varick, 
Corners  Cuyler,  Bangaman  Rogers,  John  Barclay,  Ph:  Schuyk'r, 
Harme  Gansevoort,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Thomas  Hun,  IxH)n'd 
Gansevoort,  Jun'r.,  Jacob  Jno.  Lansingh,  Abr'm  Bloodgood,  John 
Tayler,  Isaac  I.  Truax,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Dirick  B.  Van  Schoon-  j 
hoven,  Henry  Van  Sehoonhoven,  Nanning  Harmense  Vissiher, 
Zacharies  Sickels,  Harm's  Wendell,  Rynier  Van  Yeveren,  Bas- 
tiaon  Vissclier,  Abram  Bogert,  Nicholas  Marselis,  Jno.  Jacs 
Beeckiiian,  John  Roseboom,  Jur.,  Jacob  Jac'b  Lansingh,  Abr'm 
Cuyler,  Richard  Lush,  Dirck  Schuyler,  Jun'r.,  Gysbert  Fonda, 
Abraham  Veeder,  John  J.  Hanson,  Elbert  Willett,  E.  Westerlo, 
Peter  Gausevort,  Conrad  Gansevort,  Corn's  Glen,  W.  Mancius, 
Garret  Roseboom,  Job's  Beeckman,  Dirck  Roseboom,  Walter 
Quackinboss,  Jun'r. 
Albany  20th  May  1778. 
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o  his  excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  Captain  General  &  Commander  in  chief  over 
the  Militia  thereof,  and  vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Rogers  a  Prisoner  in  Albany  Goal, 
k  others  in  his  behalf,  most  humbly  sheweth.  That  your  Peti- 
tioner is  only  seventeen  years  of  Age,  has  languished  for  six 
■lonths  in  a  loathsome  Prison,  and  is  nov^^  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  for  having  been  found  guilty  of  the  stealing  of  a  Horse; 
*ere  are  however  circumstances  which  he  humbly  hopes  will 
btitle  him  to  mercy,  and  which  he  trusts  your  Excellency  will 
Extend  to  him  in  consideration  of  his  youth  and  the  Intreaty  of 
those  Benevolent  members  of  Society  who  have  Joind  him  In 
this  prayer  for  his  pardon. 

Your  Petitioner  now  looks  up  to  your  Excellency  for  Pity  and 
Compassion  not  doubting  but  that  his  tender  years  and  inex- 
perience will  have  its  due  weight  within  your  Excellencies  hu- 
mane Breast  and  plead  for  Mercy  in  his  Behalf  and  your  Peti- 
tioner as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Bangaman  Rogers. 

Albany  20th  May  1778. 


[No.  1408.] 

The  Albany  Authorities   Notify  Qovemor    CUnton   of   the   Letter 
Written  to  General  Stark. 

Albany  20th  May  1778. 

Sir,  The  Corporation  were  last  night  informed  by  Genl.  Ten 
Brock  that  the  Troops  now  Stationd  in  this  city  were  ordered 
down  to  Fish  Ball  and  that  he  was  called  upon  to  furnish  a 
Saffielent  nnmber  of  men  to  relieve  the  guards. 

The  Corporation  thereupon  wrote  to  Genl.  Stark  requesting 
him  to  detain  one  of  the  regiments  a  Copy  of  whi<*h  they  do 
f  hemsd^es  tbe  Hononr  to  Enclose. 
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Thej  have  this  morning  wrote  upon  the  Subject  to  GenL  Gttn 
a  Copy  of  which  letter  jonr  Excellency  wUl  also  find  Endoiel 
and  Directed  me  to  Desire  your  Ex'y  to  Second  their  applicatioi. 
I  am  with  Great  respect  your  most  obedient  Homble  S't 

John  Barelay,  Mayor. 

P.  S.  if  the  British  Prisoners  Could  be  moved  to  an  other  place 
it  would  break  up  the  Connection  which  is  now  apprehended  ii 
kept  up  between  them,  the  Tories  and  Negroes. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1409.] 

General  Ten  Broeck  Reports  (General  StarVs  Orders  to  OoverM 
Clinton  and  Asks  for  Advice. 

Albany,  2lBt  May  177& 
Sir,  The  Inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  letter  I  Bec'd  yestarday  in  the 
afternoon  from  General  Stark.    On  Communicating  the  same  to 
the  mayor,  Aldermen  &  Commonalty  they  Judged  it  proper  to 
write  General  Stark  a  letter  of  which  they  Inform  me  they  aend 
your  Excellency  a  Copy  P'r  this  Express.    I  waited  on  General 
Stark  on  the  Subject  matter  of  his  letter  &  Represented  things  to 
him  much  in  the  same  way  as  Slated  in  the  letter  of  the  Corpora- 
tion— he  told  me  he  did  not  Kxpect  the  Citizens  only  to  do  ibe 
Duty  he  Requested  but  that   he  Expected  it  from  my  whole 
Hrigade,  I  answered  it  would  be  Exceeding  Distressing  to  the 
People  to  be  called  from  their  farming  Business  at  this  Season, 
for  Reasons  very  obvious  &  also  very  alarming  to  leave  their 
Families  &  Effects  at  a  time  when  Robbery's  by  Parties  of  armed 
men  are  so  Frequent.    After  Considerable  Conversation  the  Gen- 
od  Enough  to  say  he  would  detain  one  of  the  Begi- 
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s  in  Town  &  send  an  Express  to  Fish  Kills  to  General  Gates, 

eaent  the  matter  to  him  &  wait  his  farther  Order. 

bought  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  this  &  at 

ime  time  mention  a  doubt  arising  in  my  own  mind,  whether 

authorized  by  Law,  to  Order  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Brigade 

•  my  Command  to  do  the  Duty  Required  of  them  by  General 

:.    I  have  not  mentioned  my  Doubts  to  the  General  &  would 

Complied  with  his  Request  had  all  the  Troops  marched,  I 

be  much  Obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  Direction  herein  & 

in  with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  & 

ble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
Ixcellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Albany  20th  May  1778. 

,   The  Troops  at  this  Post  being  Ordered  to  Fish  Kill  I  am 

'  necessity  to  Call  on  you  for  a  SuflScient  number  of  men  to 

re  the  Guards  in  the  City;  am  Sir  Your  affectionate  Very 

)le  Servant 

John  Stark,  B.  G. 
le  hon'ble  Gtenl.  Ten  Brooks. 


[No.  1410.] 
lyar  Barclay  Presents  the  Case  Forcibly  to  Chneral  Oates. 

Albany  2l8t  May  1778. 
I'd  Sir,  The  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  this  City 
ast  night  convened  in  Common  Council  in  Consequence  of  a 
'  from  Brigadier  General  Stark  to  General  Ten  Broeck, 
inting  him  that  the  Troops  in  this  City  were  ordered  to  Fish 
EUid  requested  him  to  order  a  sufficient  number  of  Men  to 
22 
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relieve  him  the  Guards.  The  OommoD  Ooancil,  therenpon,  wwti  | 
a  Letter  to  General  Stark  representing  to  him  the  neceMityol 
having  a  Body  of  Troops  in  this  City,  which  Letter  the  Genenl 
intendfi  to  enclose  you  P'r  express,  and  to  which  the  Commoi 
Council  beg  leave  to  refer  you  as  part  of  the  reasons  wbv  the 
Tioops  should  be  detained  here. 

The  Common  Council  would  also  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
many  Robberies  and  Murders  daily  committed  on  the  Inhabitanti 
of  this  County  by  deserters  and  Prisoners  from  Burgoyne's  amy 
and  the  disaffected,  who  are  drove  to  desperation,  renders  itin- 
dispensibly  necessary  to  have  a  Body  of  Troops  here  to  go  in  qnert 
of  the  Villains,  for  unU«s  the  Militia  can  remain  at  home  tbii 
Y(»ar  and  projH^rly  manage  their  Summer  Crops,  little  or  no  sap- 
port  of  Flour  can  the  Continent  derive  from  this  part.    T^ast  Year 
more  than  one  half  destroyed  and  not  more  than  half  the  usaal 
Quantity  sowed. 

These  reasons  together  with  those  already  assigned  in  the  Letter 

to  General  Stark  induce  the  Common  Council  to  suppose  that  yoo 

will  on  the  Receipt  hereof  order  at  Least  one  of  the  Regiments 

to  remain  here.     I  am  &c.  By  order  of  the  Common  Gonncil. 

John  Barclay,  Mayor, 
llon'ble  Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  1411.] 
iluvcmor  Clinton  Rvceives  Keciipts  for  Lottery  Tickets  Unsold. 

Treasury  Office  May  21t  1778. 

HIr,     Your  Kxc<*llency's  I^ettcr  of  the  1st  Iiu<tant  aocomiMinit^ 

%'llh  IIh'  Tnitrd  States  Ix>tt<'ry  Tickt^ts  remaining  on  Hand  the 

1  duly  came  to  this  Office;  and  I  have  the  Honor  to 

from  the  Treasurer  for  the  same.    I  have  the 
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Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect  Year  Excellency's  Most 

obed.  and  very  hble.  Serv. 

John  Gibson  U.  S.  And.  Genl. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 


Received  York  Town  May  21,  1778  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Treasury 
Board,  Three  Thonsand  two  hundred  and  Nine  Lottery  Tickets, 
agreeable  to  lists  lodged  with  the  said  Board,  the  one  signed  by 
Dirck  Ten  Broeck  for  T^'O  thousand  three  hundred  &  thirty  five 
Tickets,  the  other  being  for  eight  hundred  &  seventy  four  tickets 
returned  by  John  Pierce,  jun'r,  both  parcels  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  said  Board  by  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
Governor  of  New  York — ^And  for  which  I  signed  Receipts  of  this 
day  on  the  said  Lists.  Rec'd  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  M'l  Hillegas,  Tr. 


An  Account  of  the  Numbers  of  United  States  Lottery  Ticketfl 

transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 

York  the  28  Day  of  April  1778. 

One  Packet  No.  74  signed  by  Owen  Biddle  put  up  by  Sharp 
Delany  Numb'd  from  65m701  to  66m600  Remaining  still 
sealed  &  unsold  900 

One  Do.  No.  55  signed  and  put  up  by  Sharp  Delany  from 
No  48m601  to  49m500  Remaining  Still  sealed  and -un- 
sold 900 

One  Packet  opened  &  Remains  unsold  Containing  fifteen 
Sheetfl  9  Tickets  each  from  No.  46ra576  to  46m710  both 
Numbers  Included  135 

Ten  Sheets  Containing  9  Tickets  each  from  No.  48m331  to 
48m420  both  Numbers  Included  90 

Eight  Sheets  Containing  9  Tickets  each  from  No.  46m360  to 
46m431  both  Numbers  Included  72 

Nine  Sbeeta  Oont'g  9  Tickets  each  from  No.  46m441  to 
46iiifiai  both  Numbers  Included  Bl 
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Four  Sheets  Cont'g  9  Tickets  each  from  No.  48m585  to 

48m600  both  Numbers  Included 
One  6heet  Cont'g  9  Tickets  from  No.  48m547  to  4tei555  both 

Numbers  Included  9 

One  Do  Cont'g  7  Tickets  from  No.  46m434  to  46m440  both 

Numbers  Included  7 

Single  Tickets  1  Do  No.46m296 
1  Do  Do  46m286 
1  Do  Do  46m276 

1  Do  No  46m718 4 

One  sheet  Cont'g  8  Tickets  from  No.  48m296  to  48m303 

both  Number  Included  8 

Five  sheets  Containing  45  Tickets  from  No.  48m466  to 

48m510  both  Numbers  Included  45 

One  sheet  Cont'g  6  Tickets  from  No.  48m460  to  48m465 

Both  Numbers  Included  6 

One  Do  Cont'g  7  Tickets  from  No.  47m737  to  47m743  both 

Numbers  Included  7 

One  Do  Cont'g  six  Tickets  from  No.  47m713  to  47m718 

both  Numbers  Included  € 

One  Do  Cont'g  4  Tickets  from  No.  47m733  to  47m736  both 

Numbers  Included  4 

One  sheet  of  three  Tickets  from  No.  47m701  to  47m703  both 

Numbers  Included  t 

4  Tickets  from  No.  73m356  to  73m359,  4  Tick's 

5  Do  from  No.  73m364  to  73m368,  5  Do 
4  Do  from  No.  73m378  to  73m381,  4  Do 
4  Do  from  No.  73m374  to  73m377,  4  Do 
3  Do  from  No.  73ni31)l  to  73m393,  3  Do 
2  Do          from  No.  73in:i97  to  73m398,  2  Do 

22  23 


2335  Tick's 
Albany  ye  28th  April  177a 
Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 
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I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the 
Account  of  the  United  States  Lottery  Tickets  remaining  unsold 
in  the  possession  of  Dirck  Ten  Broeck  E^r.  and  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  me  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Treasury  Board  of  the  said 
United  States.    Given  at  Poukeepsie  this  first  May  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


Return  of  Ticketts  of  the  first  Class  of  the  United  States  Lottery 
remaining  on  Hand  with  John  Pierce  Jun.  this  27th  April  1778. 
From  No.  55,297  to  55,593  inclusive  being  297  Ticketts 


do 

56,747  to  55,755 

do 

do 

9 

do 

55,757  to  55,763 

do 

do 

7 

do 

55,783  to  55,800 

do 

do 

18 

do 

57,691  to  58,185 

do 

do 

495 

do 

58,321  to  58,368 

do 

do 

48 

874  Ticketts 

Poukeepsie  April  30th  1778. 
Recev'd  of  John  Pierce  Jun.  eight  hundred  and  seventy  four 
Ticketts  of  the  first  Class  of  the  United  States  Lottery  Numbered 
as  above  and  signed  by  S.  Delany — which  I  am  to  transmit  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress — hav- 
ing signed  Quadruplicate  Receipts  therefor. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  1412.] 

Captain  Barnes  Reports  that  he  has  Captured  Oliver  De  Lancey^ 
and  Asks  Advice  as  to  Treatment  of  Women  Who  Supply  the 
Enemy  with  Information. 

Harrisons  Precinct  May  22d  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Honour,  Sir,  that  on  the  20th  Instant,  a  De- 
tachment under  my  Command,  Proceeded  to  W't  Chester  at  Wil- 
Itrts-point  at  a  House  now  Occupied  by  one  Mr.  Oliver  Delancey,  a 
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person  whome  Ooll.  Miggs  Had  Orders  from  his  Honour  General 
Persons  to  make  a  prisoner,  (as  I  was  informed),  Which  Coll. 
Miggs  sent  of  a  Detachment  in  order  to  take  S'd  Delancej  but 
was  disappointed  by  reason  that  Mr.  Delancey  was  absent  from 
his  Native  place  of  above,  Therfore  on  the  20th  of  this  Instant 
he  happily  fell  into  my  hands  which  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  Con- 
vey by  Lieut.  Wattles  to  your  Honour,  but  as  for  the  Character  of 
S'd  Mr.  Delancey  undoubtedly  General  Persons  will  acquait  your 
Honour  with 
Therefore  I  have  the  pleasur  to  Subscribe  myself  your  Honour's 

most  obedient  and  humble  Servant 

Thomas  Barnes,  Capt. 
N.  B.  Sir,  their  is  a  Disadvantage  that  I  Labour  under  by  rea- 
son the  Lines  are  very  Extencive  and  their  is  a  Number  of  Women 
keeps  up  a  Correspondence  by  the  way  of  Trade  and  Information 
within  the  Enemies  Lines.  Therefore  I  should  be  Infinitely  glad 
to  have  some  orders  by  Lieut.  Wattles,  from  your  honour  how  to 
deal  with  those  pei^ons  when  they  fall  into  my  hands. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1418-1414.] 

Six  Apprehended  Tories  Crave  Pardon. 

To  His  Exc(»llency  George  Clinton  Es^ir.  Governor  And  Captain 

General  of  the  state  of  N.  York  And  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Navv 

of  the  same. 

The  humble  petition  of  Daniel  Shaver  and  Charles  Miller  most 
humbly  shewc^b.  That  your  poor  ix^titionei-s  hitherto  shewed  their 
fidelity  &  loyalty  to  the  Unit(*d  American  States,  being  Americans 
by  nativity  and  willing  to  serve  their  Country  as  good  &  loyal  sol- 
diers ought  to  <lo,  the*  W(»r<f  Enguaged  in  the  ("ontinential  service 
by  Colonel  (lansevoort  before  their  trials,  but  were  obliged  to 
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itand  trials  And  were  Ck)ndemiied,  the  judge  of  the  Court  told 
:hem,  they  might  petition  your  Excellency  for  reprief,  and  have  to 
!fe  with  the  advice  of  the  Good  Citizens  of  Albany  &c.  taken  this 
nethod  whereby  we  hope  ^lour  Excellencies  well  known  wisdom 
nd  humanity 

May  pardon  this  their  first  and  only  affence  &  restore  their 
ves  if  agreeable  to  the  divine  will  of  God  and,  therefore,  give 
liem  an  Opportunity  to  shew  before  God  &  the  world  thier  Inno- 
ency  relitive  to  any  plotts  or  Conspiracy  in  any  manner  Conserted 
gainst  tJie  states,  this,  their  present  misfortune,  being  Entirely 
Iwing  to  the  Evil  Council  of  the  disaffected  party,  which  they 
•ball  ever  after  be  sufficiently  guarded  against  in  Every  part  of 
:heir  Conduct,  and  as  the  supreme  being  of  all  Events  is  a  for- 
^ving  God,  your  poor  petitioners  hopes  your  Clemincy  will  re- 
ceive them  as  lost  sheep  gone  a  stray  from  the  right  fold, 

And  may  the  God  of  peace  in  whose  hands  are  all  Events  be 
roar  fixcellencies  reward  which  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  be 
"Sprayer  of  your  Humble  &  penitent  Petitioners. 

Daniel  Shaver  & 


r^u     1     ii#-ii  I  Petitioners 

Charles  Miller      ) 


y  ^all  Albany  May  22d  1778. 


^  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  Captain 
^^^ral  of  the  state  of  New  York  and  Vice  admiral  of  the  Navy 
*^lie  Same.  The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Most  Humbly 
"^eth  That  your  Poor  Petitioners  hitherto  have  shewed  their 
^Udship  and  Loyalty  to  the  United  American  States  by  Stand- 
5  their  Drafts  and  paying  their  money,  being  Americans  by 
tivity  and  willing  to  serv^e  their  Country  as  good  and  Ix)yal  Sub- 
-t«  and  are  willing  to  Enter  into  the  Service  Immediately  if  it 
'ght  please  your  Excellency;  after  thoy  Received  their  sentance 
^  Judge  was  pleased  to  tell  them  that  they  might  Petition  your 
^cellency  for  a  Reprief,  and  they  have  with  advice  of  the  good 
-ople  of  the  City  of  Albany  &c.,  taken  this  Method  to  approach 
^Ur  Excellency's  well  Known  wisdom  and  humanity,  in  hopes 


''Ai  J'i'MLjr;    J*Ai'KKH    OF    OeOBGE  (hASTOS. 

i)i:it  if  rn:iv  jfanlon  ihiH,  tlx'lr  firKt  oflTence,  and  Restore  their Liva 
ii  ii  »ii'  ;ijrM'<';iM<'  1o  tfu*  /Ir-vim-  will  of  God;  therefore  to  giTe  thei 
.'in  Mjipoif unify  of  Hh^'win^  Ood  and  the  world  their  Innoceic; 
JC'iiiivi'  fo  uuy  plottH  or  ConKpini^rifE^in  any  manner  CoDcertei 
ji^'.'iiiiHf  f)i<'  H\n\i%  fliiH  fh'Mr  preftont  rniftfortune  being  Entirelj 
<»winp:  lo  I  III'  «*viJ  CoiinHJ  of  the  DiRaffeeted  party,  which  ihey 
bliiill  <'V('r  iiffor  be  HijfTh'H'iifly  guardc^d  against  in  every  part  of 
ihiMr  rondiirt,  tind  hh  tlio  Hiiprome  being  of  all  Events  is  a  forgiT- 
iii^  <i(mI,  >'oiir  poor  IN'titionc^rs  hofies  your  Clemency  will  Beceire 
I  liiin  iiH  L(mt  SIhm'p  ^oih>  tiHtray  from  the  right  fold. 

And  nni.v  fin*  (iod  of  peace  in  whoHo  hands  are  all  events  be  tout 
i:\rrllrnfieH  reward,  wliieh  aH  in  dnty  bound  shall  ever  be  the 
pnivrr  of  your  Iiuinhlt*  and  penitent  Petitioners. 

Ihi\id   Mick.  .lanieH  IiIh  X  mark  Essmond,  Robert  hisXmarfc 
l*«M'}{iiNnn,  riiriNl()|di(T  liis  X  mark  Claler,  Petitioners. 
Allinnv  riiY  Hall  *J*Jd  May  1778. 


[No.  1415.] 

I    Uxittrr  of    lUajol   lUillotintj  for  a   Draft   Which  IntoIr€$ 

l.umtemnit  Cole. 

Goshen  May  22:  177S. 
Om  ('ontpl:iii\t  of  Thonrs  (^;ikl«'y  t^Huvrninj:  iho  Illegality  &  In- 
r  N. ..,'  ,»f  i\  Fallot  niadi  l»\  a  Tlass  to  whii'h  his  8on  Thomas  Be 
li".!i:N  ".  .»piH\irtd  oi\  a  fn'.l  fair  and  impartial  Iliaring  that  the 
r-.  :  \\.5>  r'ti:a'.  \\\  iV.a:.  :Vt".v  \\as  b-.i:  one  List  of  the  Claw 
J..  '  »v  ■  vl  V-. '  v<^  -.Vi*  r»a:\*:  was  iv.ade  \  that  Ts:  was  n-'i  a  Tru^ 
.*  '  .  '-.  *■  ^\'.  rv..  "MS  o.-.'x  ■;>.  .!*.::'<,  N.r.:'-  was  n*^:  i-«^r«'i 
u       /.v  •'  •  !  .:. w  :\-.   vss'\   kI-:    '.i:\-s  :V..i:  1  !s'*  sball  N:  •irli-.-^- 

■  ^v •■  ■  ^x    ^  ■  ;  ■•  <  '    V    7    ~  "•  =  s  *■*":   ^'i7i  ■:  "     ■:- 

■''  ->  '  V    •'  .  -^^  -'f  -*  I":  V:     z 

-      \  -.         '         "    Jl   ..1.;  1 

.    ^      ^  ■■     >         ■.-■■:•:  It    '.*?art*     ^    VLLZ 
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mrithout  mj  direct  Information)  as  a  Person  not  chooseing  to  asso- 
ciate in  hireing  a  man.  The  Balot  therefore  haveing  been  mad 
l^fore  the  Class  was  furnish'd  with  an  exact  list  &  without  the 
kiowledge  or  aprobation  of  the  S'd  Thom's  Oakley,  Ju'r,  whereby 
lie  is  subjected,  contrary  to  his  Inclination,  to  serve  as  a  Draft  in 
tie  Continental  army  for  the  Space  of  Nine  Monthes.  I  do  there- 
fore consider  the  Ballot  as  Irregular  not  being  founded  on  the 
Principals  of  Eaquil  Justice  &  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  tho 
I  must  do  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  &  the  majority 
of  the  Class  so  much  Justice  as  to  say  that  it  does  not  appear 
by  any  Evidence  or  Circumstance  that  they  intended  any  injury 
or  unfairness  to  the  s'd  Thom's  Oakley,  Ju'r,  but  what  has  hapned 
has  been  the  effect  of  mistake  &  chance  which  no  man  ought  to 
suffer  for. 

I,  therefore,  order  that  the  s'd  Ballot  be  set  aside  &  that  s'd 
Class  be  orderd  to  make  a  second  Tryal  to  furnish  a  man  for  the 

Purpose  above  s'd. 

Benj'n  Tusten  Lt.  Col. 

P.  S.     Lieut.  Jacob  Cole  will  be  pleased  to  se  that  the  above 

Order  is  complied  with  according  to  Law. 

B.  T. 

Poughkeepsie  June  18th  1778. 

The  within  mentioned  Lieut.  Jacob  Cole  haveing  Refused  to 

comply  with  the  within  Order  I  herby  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of  this  State  report  him  as  an  Officer  Charged  with 

disobedience  of  Orders. 

Benj'n  Tusten  Lt.  Co. 

To  bis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1416.] 

Governor  Clinton  Makes  a  Decision  ds  to  the  Rights  of  the  Exempts 
Under  the  Militia  Law. 

Pound  Ridge  15  May  1778. 
May  it  Please  yonr  Exelencey,  We  being  appointed  a  Committee 
by  tbe  persons  who  have  the  privelidge  of  associating  themselves 
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into  Companjes  in  Bedford,  Salem  and  this  Quarter,  to  write  1 
yonr  Exelencej,  Respecting  the  millitia  act,  beg  Leaye  to  i 
tion;  their  are  Some  Doubts  touching  the  Duties  or  Obligati 
of  the  asociators  mentiond  in  the  act,  Upon  which  they  wo 
be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  an  opinion  as  the  < 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  militia. 

There  are  many  Exempts  who  are  not  Under  the  necessity  1 
the  act,  of  asociating  themselves,  and  are  nevertheless  Extreea^l 
willing  of  associating,  provid  they  by  Such  association  are  Mtl 
bound  to  go  in  Service  on  Detatchments  for  a  Limeted  time  or  oiti 
of  the  State,  in  Every  respect  as  the  Enrolled  militia  are,  Tfcijj 
would,  therefore.  Esteem  it  a  particular  favour  to  know  fraBi 
Your  Exelencey,  whether  they  have  by  the  act  any  greater  Priffrl 
ledge  then  the  Enrolled  militia,  other  than  being  under  ttej 
Imediate  Command  of  their  own  officers  and  not  annexed  to  anf  I 
other  Regim't  when  Called  out  in  Detachments.  We  are  your  | 
Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Hble.  Serv'ts 

Jesse  Hunt  ^ 

Philip  Leek  L  Committee. 

Benjamin  Miller    1 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Poukeepsie  Hay  23d  1778. 
Cent.,  I  have  rec'd  yours  of  the  15th  Inst.  I  think  the  only 
construction  whirh  can  be  put  on  the  Clause  of  the  militia  Law, 
respect'g  the  Exempts  associating  themselves  into  Comitanies.  is 
that  they  are  to  do  Duty  agreable  to  the  Tenor  of  their  associa- 
tions and  are  not  Subject  to  be  called  out  in  Detachment  for  a 
limitc4l  time  in  manner  as  the  enrolled  militia  are,  except  in  Casei 
of  actual  Invasions  Incnrsicms  of  the  Enemy  or  Insurections.  1 
am  with  Esteem  (i(*ntlenien  Yrs.  iK:cu. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
To  Jesse  Hunt  Philip  Ix^'ke  &  Henjamin  Miller. 
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[No.  1417.] 

Colonel  John  Mead  Furnishes  Oeneral  Oates  uith  Startling 
Information — //  True, 

Greenwich  May  23rd  1778. 

Honoured  Sir,  I  would  acquaint  you  by  Intelligence  I  received 

yesterday  from  New  York,  which  I  believe  may  be  depended  on: 

that  the  Enemy  have  ordered  all  their  Troops  from  Long  Island 

ud  those  at  New  York  and  part  of  those  from  Staten  Island,  with 

all  the  Horses  they  can  get,  to  march  to  the  Lines  at  Kings 

Bridge  and  as  there  is  a  large  Body  of  Hessians,  as  is  said  have 

lately  come  from  Philadelphia,  it  is  expected  there  a  forming  an 

Expedition  into  this  part  of  the  Country  for  Plunder,  and  as 

there  is  a  great  Want  of  fresh  Provision — I  expect  Necessity  will 

drive  them  out.    I  am  informed  likewise  that  they  have  obliged 

all  their  Refugees  to  enter  their  Service.    If,  Sir,  they  should 

take  their  Rout  into  this  Part  of  the  country,  as  is  expected  I 

shall  not  be  able  to  muster  but  very  few  to  oppose  them — hope 

yoor  Honour  has  better  Information,  but  for  fear,  you  might  not, 

have  sent  you  this — and  am  your  Obedient  Humble  Serv't 

Major  Oeneral  Oates.  John  Mead. 

Copy. 


[No.  1418.] 
Colonel  Chraham  Sustains  Colonel  Mead. 

White  Plains  May  23rd  1778. 
Honoored  Sir, — I  am  just  informed  by  a  Person  from  below 
that  there  were  twelve  hundred  Men  ordered  some  days  ago  from 
New  York  to  Kingsbridge,  and  that  they  arrived  there  yesterday. 
If  they  come  out  with  a  large  Party,  which  I  suspect  they  intend, 
we  shall  tie  able  to  obstruct  them  but  little,  as  we  have  not  more 
Amoiaiiitkii^  with  what  I  have  just  rec'd  from  Oeneral  McDo\i^- 
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all  Chan  will  furuish  the  Men  with  twelve  Bouuds  each.  The] 
Information  given  your  Honour  by  Col.  Mead  In  the  lDcloiei| 
(if  <nven  by  the  Person  I  am  informed  it  was)  I  think  it  mtybe 
depended  upon — the  Communication  being  so  much  obstroctei  j 
for  several  Days  at  Kingsbridge  has  prevented  my  getting  diicet 
Intelligence — but  it  is  my  Opinion  they  intend  making  a  DiTe^ 
ston  this  way,  while  they  are  embarking  at  New  York. 

On  Wednesday  last  there  was  a  general  Order  for  stopping  Uie 
Communication  with  Ix)ng  Island  and  the  main,  when  I  am  cred- 
ibly informed  the  Press-gangs  were  sent  out,  apprehending  the 
Befug^es,  and  seizing  all  the  Crafts,  and  were  at  it  yesterdij. 
That  the  Inhabitants  were  not  suffered  to  stir  out  of  the  respec- 
tive ii^reeid  in  which  they  live.  I  am  with  respect  your  IIonoar*s 
luu^  i^t.  and  xevy  Ilble.  Serv't 

Msu^  ^•*'"''  Gates.  Morris  Graham,  Col. 

Copy. 


[No.  1419.] 
C^bmel  Oraham  Puts  in  a  Oood  Word  for  Oliver  De  Laneey. 

White  Plains  May  23d  1778. 

UiNi^l  Sir,  This  your  Honour  will  Receive  by  Mr.  Oliver  De- 

feMMyr  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  the  Continental 

%Mt>|Mi,  for  what  Keason  I  cannot  Imagine,  as  all  reports  from 

^It  Vriends  in  the  Enemies  power  agree  that  he  has  always  acted 

Wj\    Since  I  have  Commanded  at  this  Post,  Mr.  Delancey 

kiW'ver  kept  out  of  the  way;  so  far  from  it,  he  sent  me  word 

HI  1  flrst  came  here,  that  if  lie  was  any  ways  Su«i)ected  and 

lUd  acquaint  him  with  it,  he  would  appear. 

A  your  honour  many  things  may  be  said  in  his 
Hich  I  am  personally  acquainted  with.    Out  of 


'Begard  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  between  the  Lines  I  heartily 

"wish  he  may  be  permitted  to  Return  in  such  a  manner  as  may 

Secure  him  from  the  Insults  of  our  People  and  Render  him  Un- 

mspected  by  the  Enemy.    I  am  with  Respect  Your  Honour's  most 

Obedient  and  Very  humble  Serv't 

Morrifl  Graham  Col. 

Commanding  the  Lines  Wheschester  County. 

To  The  Hon'ble  Major  General  Gates. 


[No.  1420.] 

€hwenwr  Clinton  Oives  General  Scott  Advice  and  Explains  Why  the 
LegMature  Should  Convene  at  Poughkeepsie  Instead  of  Hurley. 

Poughkeepsie  23d  May  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Instant.  As 
most  of  the  Laws  which  were  immediately  wanted  are  already 
printed  Wood  it  not  be  best  to  furnish  the  Printer  with  all  the 
Acts  &  Directions  to  print  them  in  the  Order  they  passed.  I 
think  it  wood  save  Expence  &  upon  the  whole  expedite  the  Busi- 
ness of  publishing  the  Laws  to  the  People  at  large. 

The  Officers  Commanding  the  Out  Posts  have  positive  Orders 
to  seize  every  Article  going  into  the  City  &  coming  out  without 
special  Permission  and  to  Detain  &  Report  the  same.  These 
Orders  were  absolutely  necessary  to  destroy  a  Communication 
with  the  Enemy  for  sake  of  Trade  that  was  growing  very  danger- 
oas.  But  yon  may  rest  assured,  Sir,  that  any  Article  sent  out  to 
yoo  which  shall  come  to  my  Knowledge  will  be  faithfully  taken 
Care  of  &  forwarded. 

My  Proclamation  fixing  this  Town  as  the  Place  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Legislature  issued  the  Day  before  your  Letter 
to  Eboid*    The  Place  you  propose,  or  Claverack,  which  is 
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mentioned  by  another  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  wond  havebni 

equally  as  agreable  to  me,  but  as  I  conceive  the  only  Beuoi 

the  Legislature  did  not  determine  as  to  the  Place  as  well  as  tie 

Time  of  their  next  meeting,  was  because  the  Opperations  of  tte 

Enemy  might  in  the  Mean  Time  render  the  Place  so  fixt  on  by 

them,  improper.    Taking  the  Matter,  therefore,  in  this  Point  of 

View,  it  appeared  to  me  most  proper  for  me  to  fix  on  the  old 

Place  as  nothing  had  happone<l  to  render  it  more  Inconvenient 

than  it  formerly  was,  &  leaving  it  to  them  to  adjourn  to  whatever 

new  Place  they  may  judge  more  Convenient  &  proper  when  they 

meet.     I  am  with  great  Respect  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Jno.  Morin  Scott.] 


[Nos.  14211422.] 

Commissary  of  Clothing  Henry  Reports. 

Shawangonck  23d  May  1778. 

Sir,  The  following  is  a  true  Duplicate  of  the  Cloathing  Delivered 

C©lo8.  Gansevoort  &  Livingston  on  your  Orders  of  the  7th  May  A 

20tb  Do. 

/  104  Coarse  brown  &  White  Shirts  @  20/  £104- 

338  White  Shirts,  finer  quality        (a  26/  439-  8 


500 


£613  £613-0 

DeliverM  Colo'l  (lanscvoorf  s  Regt.  as  P  Capt. 
Abin  Swartwout's  Rec't. 

/  102  Coaive  brown  vt  White  Shirts  {il  20/  102- 

^40?    \    ^^^  ^^^'^'  ^'"''**'                                 ^''  ^"^Z  ^^" 

(  248  White  Do  finer  (juality            la  26/  332-6 

24  Under  Vest^                              ^g,  1(?/  W-S 

£513-16 
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eliver'd  Oolo'l  Ilenrj'  B.  Livingston's  Regt.  as  P  Lieut.  Peter 
jvorth's  Rec't. 

.  S.    -also  you  bave  inclos'd  a  return  of  Cloathing,  Delivered 
y\s  Van  Schaick  of  the  17tb  Febru'y  P  Order  &  Gansevoort's 
he  dtb  Mareb,  &  Cortlandt's  of  tbe  24tb  February,  P  Order. 
Iiawangonck  24  May  1778. 

Jobn  Henry  Comm'y  Cloatb'g. 
Exrelleneey  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


W  Wasinck  lOtb  March  1778. 
n  Peter  Gansevoort 

To  the  State  of  New  York  Dr. 

>r  Clothing    Deliver'd    Lieut.    Thorn's    McCleland    as    Fol- 

I  Viz. 

f  333  White  Shirts  a  26/  £432-18 

^^  -  215  Chk.  Do    a  24/  258 

(    52  Coarse  white    Do    a  20/  52 

75  Under  Vests  a  16/  60 

25  Pair  Shoes  a  16/  20 


y)  £822-18 

12th  March  1778. 
'I  Philip  Cortlandt 

To  the  State  of  New  York  Dr. 
►r  Cloathing  Deliver'd  Capt.  Ab'm  Riker  as  Follows  Viz. 
&    i  350  White  Shirts  a  26/  £455 

(    50  Coarse  brown    Do    a  26/  50 

75  Under  Vests  a  16/  60 

7  Pair  Shies  a  16/  5-12 

41  Pair  half  worn  Hose  a    5/  10-  5 

f)  £580-17 

Shawangonck  24th  May  1778. 

John  Henry  Comm'y  Cloath'g. 
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[No.  1423.] 

Lafayette  Extficates  Himself  from  a  Perilous  Positim  hg  a  Ckm  ] 

Manoeuvre. 

York  Town  May  24th  1778. 

Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclocie  three  Letters  which  my  btki 
reqnefits  yon  will  be  kind  enough  to  forward  by  the  first  oppo^ 
tunity.  He  was  taken  ill  two  days  after  his  arriyal  at  this  plaie 
(near  a  fortnight  ago)  his  disorder  is  of  a  complicated  natnre.  He 
has  a  palpitation  at  the  stomach  and  an  oppression  on  his  boveli 
It  is  imposfiible  to  tell  what  turn  the  disorder  may  take. 

I  left  camp  on  the  21st  Instant,  I  was  on  a  Detachment  witk 
the  Marquis  Le  Fayette  on  the  East  side  of  SchnylkilL  Tk 
Enemy  advanced  from  PhiPa  on  the  evening  of  the  19th*  aod  ^J 
a  circuitous  Route  were  next  morning  in  rear  of  the  Marqais'i 
party,  expecting  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  but  they  were  disappointed. 
He  extricated  himself  by  crossing  Schuylkill  at  the  nearest  ford. 
The  enemy  returned  to  the  city  the  same  day  and  the  Marquis  re- 
crossed  Schuylkill  next  morning.  General  [Sir  Henry]  Clinton 
has  the  credit  of  this  manoevre. 

The  Enemy  are  making  every  preparation  for  the  evacuation 
of  Phira  an  event  which  it  is  generally  thought,  will  soon  take 
place.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respeot  &  ^ 
teem,  Your  Excellency's  moet  obtd't  Serv't 

Henry  Philip  Liyingston* 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


•Tbti  U  known  u  tho  affair  of  Barren  Hill.    Washington  reported  It  ma  follows.  ^ 
I  be  President  of  Congress,  under  date  of  May  24.  1T78.  Headquarters.  Valley  Foil*: 

"On  the  night  of  the  19th  the  enemy  moved  out  in  force  asalnst  the  detachmc^' 
under  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  mentiDncd  In  my  letter  of  the  18th.  which  made  * 
timely  and  handsome  retreat  in  great  order  over  the  Schuylkill  at  Mataon's  Ford.  00' 
loss  was  nine  men  in  the  whole.  The  enemy's  loss  is  supposed  to  bt  somsthlag  i  ^ 
Tbstr  march  was  circuitous  and  rapid,  and  I  should  Imnclne  many  of  tb«lr  bm 
Iron  It.    0«o«ral  Clinton.  It  is  said,  commanded  in  person."  — Statb  RiaTomiAli. 


Public  Papers  of  Gbokgb  Clinton.  353 

[No.  1424.] 
Oliver  De  Lancey  Surrendered  to  Governor  Clinton  hy  General  Gates. 
Head-Quarters,  Fish-Kill,  May  24th  1778. 
Sir,  Mr.  Frederick  Jay  brings  to  your  Excellency  Mr.  Oliver  De 
Lanoey,  whom  the  General  considers  ae  a  Prisoner  of  this  State, 
and  I  am  commanded  to  request  your  Excellency  will  give  such 
orders  reflpecting  him  as  your  Excellency  may  think  proper.  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be,  With  the  greatest  Respect,  Sir,  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  humble  Obedient  Servant 

Rob.  Troup,  A.  D.  C.  to  M.  Gen.  Gates. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1425.] 

WASHINGTON  HOLDS  HIS  ARMY  READY  TO  MOVE. 

Believes  Howe  Will  Start  Across  New  Jersey  if  he  Changes  His 

Position. 

Valley  Forge  25th  May  1778. 
Sir,   I  was  yeeterday  favoured  with  yours  of  the  2ist  instant, 
lie  Enemy  have  been  constantly  busy  since  my  last  in  embarking 
iieir  cannon  and  Stores.    I  do  not  yet  find  out  that  they  mean  to 
rttack  this  Army  before  they  go  off  but  I  rather  think  if  they 
move  at  all  by  land  that  it  will  be  across  Jersey.    Under  this  un- 
certainty I  cannot  alter  my  Position  untill  they  change  theirs. 
5  hold  the  Army  ready  to  move  at  the  Shortest  notice  towards  the 
^orth  River  Should  circumstances  require  it.    In  the  mean  time 
I  would  have  you  make  yourself  as  respectable  as  possible  by 
Stopping  all  the  recruits  and  calling  in  as  many  militia  as  you 
cm  feed.    I  cannot  account  for  the  evacuation  of  King's  Bridge 
tod  Port  Washington  if  they  mean  to  keep  the  city,  as  they  are 

tbe  Keys  to  the  Island.' 
23 


ar,4  Public  rAPEUs  of  Gbokob  Clinton. 

I  would  have  you  by  all  means  exchange  the  British  CouTa- 
lescentfi  and  I  would  have  you  direct  our  Deputy  Oommiss'y  of 
Prifioners  to  receive  those  in  return  who  have  been  longest  in 
captivity.  You  will  undoubtedly  take  the  proper  preoautioni 
when  the  Prisoners  pass  our  Posts  upon  the  Biver. 

You  may  depend  upon  having  constant  intelligence  of  the  Mo^ 

tionfi  of  the  Enemy  in  this  Quarter  from  me  &  I  shall  depend  upon 

the  same  from  You.    I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obt,  Ser. 

O:  Washington. 
To  the  Honorable  Major  Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  1426.] 
An  Extraordinary  Petition  in  Behalf  of  James  Essmond. 

Beekman's  Precinct  May  25th  1778. 
May  it  Please  Your  Excellency.    Whereas  James  Essmond  mow 
under  sentence  of  Death  in  Albany  Goal)  Went  about  Two  years 
since  from  Beekman's  Precinct,  where  the  subscribers  were  for  a 
number  of  jears  personally  acquainted  with  him,  &  ever  lookM 
upon  him  to  be  (tho'  Poor),  an  honest  laborious  man,  as  was  his 
former  Character  from  Long  Island,  as  far  as  we  have  ever  heard, 
altho'  he  was  of  a  wavering  Disposition,  Easily  seduced  &  fond 
of  merry  Company.    Not  being  acquainted  with  the  Pacts  respect- 
ing his  later  Conduct,  we  doubt  not  in  the  least  that  his  sentence 
is  just,  Being  fully  perswaded  that  a  man's  true  Character  in 
every  situation  of  Life  is  justly  his  Due,  nor  conceiving  this  at- 
tempt will  at  all  Interfere  with  the  just  proceedings  of  the  Honor- 
able Court  by  which  he  was  Condemned,  at  the  Bequest  of  some 
of  his  worthy  Belatives  we  beg  leave  to  .offer  the  above  to  your 
Canded  Consideration,  &  to  Subscribe  ourselves. 
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Yoar  Excellency's  most  humble  &  most  obedient  servants 
James  V  D  Burgh,  Maurice  Pleas,  John  Huling,  Roger  Mory 
Jon'r,  Roger  Mory,  Area  de  Long,  Joshua  Mory,  Johanes  de  long, 
James  Noxon,  John  Moon,  John  Cornell,  Job  Tanner,  Henry 
Smith,  John  Lane,  John  Weaver,  Jacob  Deyo,  Nathaniel  Hicks, 
Philip  Amey,  Philip  Amey  Juner,  Samuel  Cornell,  Jeremiah 
Amey,  Jehonas  Amey,  Valentine  Hatier,  Thomas  Nethaway,  Wil- 
helm  Koons,  Richard  Triepp. 

To  his  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Governor  &c.  of  the  State  of 
N.  York. 


[No.  1427.] 

Governor  Clinton  Regards  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Jr.,  as  a  Prisoner,  and 
80  Gives  Him  His  Parole. 

Poukeepsie  May  25th  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Jay  who  called  upon 
me  this  Morning  with  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Jun'r.  Tho  I  have 
heard  many  Circumstances  in  Favour  of  Mr.  De  Lanoey,  yet  at  this 
critical  Juncture  I  have  thought  it  mofirtadyiseable  to  consider  him 
tt  a  Prisoner  &  have  accordingly  put  him  on  his  Parole  at  a  Place 
called  **the  City"  in  this  County  about  20  Milea  East  of  this— 
t  very  safe  Place  inhabited  by  gpod  subjects.  I  have  promised 
1^  that  Orders  shoud  be  given  to  prevent  his  Stock  &  Effects 
from  being  taken  by  our  People  in  his  absence,  &  that  his  Horse 
BOW  in  Capt  Barnes'  Possession  shoud  be  delivered  up  to  Mr. 
Stevens  or  Colo.  Thomas  of  West  Chester  County  for  his  Use 
wkidi  yon  will  oblidge  me  by  doing.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Re- 
spect Tear  most  Obed't  Ser. 

Oi  laaecgr  is  a  Tory  bed  Name. 


.'^i)G  Public  I^apkks  of  Qeorgb  Cunton. 

[No.  1428.] 

EFFORTS  T()  (X)NCILIATE  THE  INDIANS. 

James  Duane  Notifies  General  Schuyler  of  His  Efforts  forEammf- 
Hostility  of  the  Senecas. 

Oneida  May  25th  1778. 
Sir, — I  have  defered  writinjr  several  Days  after  the  Return  of 
the  Sachems  from  Onondaga  in  IIoi)e8  of  being  able  to  give  too  i 
jiiHtA (.'count  of  the  Situation  of  AffairB  among  the  six  Nations.  But 
the  Intelligence  I  receive  is  so  various  and  contradictory  that  it  ii 
impossible  to  determine  what  are  their  real  Intentions.    It  is 
however  now  publicly  known  that    three  different    parties  of 
Quiyogas  [Cayugas]  are  already  gone  to  War  upon  the  Frootiers 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania.     It  is  alAO  said  that  Joseph  Brant 
is  at  the  Head  of  a  fourth,  and  that  he  is  to  collect  his  Friends 
upon  the  Susiiuehannah  &  attack  Cherry  Valley.    The  partv  of 
124  S(»neca8  mentioned  in  my  last  are  since  returned  from  War. 
Tln»y  have  taken  thirtwn  scalps  and  two  prisoners  with  the  low 
of  several  of  their  party.     From  the  best  Accounts  I  have  heen 
able  to  collect,  it  apiH*ars  that  the  Onondagas  are  much  dividt4 
in  St»ntiment  and  that  a  jvirty  of  the  Senecas  have  observed  * 
NfMitrality  since  the  lieginning  of  the  War  and  still  wieh  to  li^^ 
in  Friendship  with  the  Unitt'd  States.  Upwards  of  twenty.  mi«tlJ 
of  this  party  arrivi^l  lii're  yrsterday  on  their  Way  to  Albany  t^ 
procuH'  an  Kxchangt*  of  prisoiHTs.     I  expect  them  to  leave  thi*  t^ 
Morrow.     TIh'V  are  di'tcrmincd  to  protefd  to  whatever  part  of  tU** 
Statt*  you  shall  please  |o  diriM-t  tluMii  to  <»tTect  their  purpose.  Thr^ 
wtTe  ordrHMl  by  tlnir  S;irlhins  to  go  no  farthiT  than  the  BonO' 
dary  Line  and  promrr  an  Kxrhangr  then*.     Hut  the  Oneidas  prt»' 
suniing  upon  tht>ir  Interest  and  Intluincc  with  the  Commissioner^ 
encouragtMl  them  at  th«*  lat<*  roimt^il  at  Onondaga  with  .Vsctur- 


ances  of  [K^i'soual  Sjifi'ty  to  proceed  to  Albany  or  wliatever  place 
the  prieoner  tbej  are  in  quest  of  may  be  confined.  The  other  piart 
of  the  Senecas,  which  is  by^  far  the  most  considerable,  seem  re- 
solved to  make  no  Terms  with  us,  tho  I  believe  there  is  no  Danger 
of  their  attacking  the  Frontiers  of  Tryon  County,  while  so  large 
a  party  of  their  people  are  down  in  our  Country.  The  Onondagas 
have  fient  three  Runners  successively  to  the  Quiyogas  and  Senecas 
to  call  them  to  the  intended  Meeting,  but  hitherto  to  no  purpose. 
They  have,  therefore,  declared  therr  final  Resolutions  not  to  ad- 
dress them  again  upon  the  Subject  But  to  return  the  Commission- 
ers Belts  at  Albany.  All  the  Quiyogas  not  gone  out  to  war  are 
HOW  attending  a  Conference  with  Mr.  Butler  &  the  Senecas  at 
Kanadasege. 

Upon  the  whole  there  appears  but  very  little  prospect  that  any 
Council  will  be  held  to  deliberate  upon  the  Commissioners  speech 
-—or  should  such  an  Event  finally  take  place  I  do  not  expect  they 
will  make  such  satisfaction  for  their  repeated  Violations  of  Trea- 
ties as  can  be  accepted. 

Your  Speech  of  the  11th  Inst.  I  have  communicated  to  the 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  to  their  great  Satisfaction  and  yesterday 
repeated  the  same  to  the  Senecas  now  here.  The  Oneidas  have  of 
late  been  under  great  Apprehensions  of  Danger.  Not  long  since 
two  of  their  young  Men  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  the  Enemy 
not  far  from  this  Village.  But  as  it  was  in  the  Dusk  of  the  Even- 
ing they  both  fortunately  made  their  Escape  unhurt.  They  are 
njuch  concerned  that  there  are  no  Troops  near  their  Country  to 
anarch  to  their  Assistance  in  Case  of  a  sudden  Invasion.  I  have 
jnst  received  an  Intimation  from  the  Sachems  that  they  deter- 
Dune  to  address  a  Speech  to  the  Commiss'rs  as  soon  as  they  can 
tad  Liesare  &  opportunity  from  whence  you  will  be  able  to  collect 
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tbeir  Sentiments  upon  the  present  Situation  of  Affairs  here.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  more  Warriors  to  join  General 
Washington's  Army.  Their  Apprehensions  of  Danger  is  such  that 
they  think  it  their  Duty  to  stay  &  protect  their  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 

For  farther  particulars  I  must  beg  Leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
Bev'd  Mr.  Kirkland  who  is  the  Bearer  4)f  this  and  to  subscribe  my- 

self  Sir  &c. 

J'g  Dean€. 
Honble.  Major  Genl.  Schuyler. 

Copy. 


[No.  1429.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Asks  Philip  Schuyler's  Advice  Relative  to  the  Best 
Means  of  Ascertaining  the  Duplicity  of  Burgoyne's  Men. 

Poukeepsie  May  26th  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  Information  having  been  rec'd  that  divers  Infractions 
have  been  made  by  the  Enemy  upon  the  Convention  of  Saratoga, 
particularly  by  compelling  some  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  to  bear 
Arms  ag't  the  United  States  since  their  Return  to  Canada,  I  am 
directed  by  Congress  to  take  proper  Measures  for  ascertaining  the 
Truth  of  this  Information.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  Opinion  &  advice  as  to  the  Steps  most  proper  to  be 
pursued  for  thisPurpose,  particularly  whether  itwill  be  practicable 
to  send  Persons  secretly  into  Canada  to  execute  this  business. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  the 
State  who  being  included  in  the  Convention  went  off  with  the 
Enemy  into  Canada  &  are  returned  may  be  able  to  ascertain  these 
Facts.  If  this  should  be  the  Case  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular 
Favor  if  you  will  cause  their  Examinations  to  be  taken  on  Oath 
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&  transinitted  to  me.    Deeerters  from  the  Enemy  may  also  be 

posseqjfed  of  those  Facts.    I  coud  wish  also  to  have  them  exam- 

'fled  on  the  Subject.    I  am  with  great  Esteem  &  Respect  Sir  Your 

fliost  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
•«»e  Bon'ble  Major  Genl.  Schuyler. 


[No.  1430.] 
ffo«>^»nior  Clinton  Intercedes  for   Several    Quakers   with    Qeneral 

Gates. 

Poughkeepsie  26th  May  1778. 

^tl^ear  Sir,    The  several  Persons  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  Ger- 

^*^  ^^ates,  being  by  Profession  Quakers,  have  applied  to  me  for  Per- 

°^^^Mion  to  attend  the  yearly  Meeting  of  that  Scociety  to  be  held 

^^      Westberry  on  Long  Island  on  Saturday  next.    I  am  not  per- 

*^^^^ally  acquainted  with  either  of  them  but  from  the  Oharecters, 

^"Ven  them  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  the  Certificates, 

^^  ith  whom  I  am  well  acquainted  &  know  to  be  zealous  Friende 

^^  the  American  Cause,  I  have  no  Objections  to  their  being  in- 

^Xilged  with  Liberty,  to  attend  their  Meeting  and  shoud  be  glad 

tkey  might  have  your  Permission,  provided  it  can  be  granted  them 

Consistent  with  the  good  of  the  Service.    I  am  with  great  Regard 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Sarah  Merrit-by  Benj.  Ferris 

Eliliu  Bunk©r-by  Benj'n  Birdsall  i 

>  Justice  Peace. 
Abian  Sweet-by        Do  ) 

Natyi  Stevenson  f  ^l  ^^^^  ^^'f  ^ 

<  Wra.  Mott  &    > 

Benf  n  &  Dan'l  Haviland      j      ,^ 

•'  1^  J 08.  Crane        j 

Gen'l.  Gates. 
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[No.  1431.] 

Oovernor  Clinton  Solicits  the  Assistance  of  Alexander  Wdf/jler  is 

His    Efforts    to    Prove   Delinquency   on    the   Pari   of  Brititk 

Prisoners. 

Poakeepsie  May  26th  177& 

Sir,    Information  having  been  received  that  diveni  Infractioni 

have  [been]  made  by  the  Enemy  upon  the  Convention  of  Saratoga; 

particularly  by  compelling  some  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  to  bear 

Arms  ag*t  the  United  States  since  their  Return  to  Cabada,  I  am 

directed  by  Congress  to  take  proper  Measures  for  ascertaining  the 

Truth  of  this  matter.    Perhaps  some  of  the  Inhabitants  in  jour 

Quarter  who  were  included  in  the  Convention  &  went  of  with  the 

Enemy  into  Canada  may  have  returned  &  be  able  to  ascertain 

these  Facts.     I  would,  therefore,  esteem  it  a  particular  favor  in 

you  to  make  Enquiry  aniong  them  as  also  of  the  other  Deserter* 

from  the  Enemy,  and  cause  such  of  their  Examinations  as  you 

may  think  of  any  weight  to  be  taken  on  Oath  &  transmitted  to 

nic  ac$  sH)on  as  you  conveniently  can.     If  you  meet  with  any  who 

can  give  explicit  &  convincing  Evidence  of  the  Fact  you  will 

please  lo  forward  such  Persons  to  me  &  I  will  pay  the  Expence 

attending  the  same  &  reward  them  for  their  Time  &  Trouble  in 

coming  here  &  Returning.     I  am  with  great  Respect,  Sir,  Your 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

[Q.  C.J 
Alex>  Webster  Esqr. 


[>'o.  1432.] 
Colonel  Graham  Reports  Movements  of  the  Enemy  to  Generai  Gates, 
White  Plains  May  27  1775^.     Six  Clock  in  the  P.  M. 
Honoured  Sir.    This  moment  I  received  the  following  Intelli- 
Ifenee  by  a  person  that  may  be  depended  upon. 


That  Brown's  Corps  embarked  last  Sunday  at  Hellgate — Fan- 
ning^s  were  to  march  yesterday  and  embark  at  the  same  place, 
that  all  the  Troops  at  and  near  the  Bridge  are  under  marching 
Orders,  and  one  British  Regiment  had  lately  come  to  the  Bridge 
and  is  encamped  on  Hyatt's  Hill. 

Col.  Emerick  who  lays  on  this  Side  the  Bridge,  has  taken  great 
pains  within  a  few  days  to  make  us  believe  he  intends  an  Expedi- 
tion to  Tarry  Town  by  Water,  by  reporting  it  to  people,  who  he 
supposed  would  convey  it  to  us. 

The  Tories  impressed  at  New  York  and  sent  on  Board  the  Ship- 
ping, amounted  to  near  one  Thousand  Men  last  Sunday. 

Yesterday  J^orning  I  went  with  the  Regiment  within  Sight  of 

the  Fort,  and  they  knew  of  my  being  there,  but  never  attempted 

to  draw  near  us.    I  am  Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  and  very 

Humble  Servant 

Morris  Graham. 
To  the  Honble.  Major  General  Gates. 

Copy. 


[N*08.  1433-1434.] 

OHARLOTTE  COUNTY'S  CHAOTIC  CONDITION. 

Governor  Clinton  Assures  Ehenezer  Clark  That  the  Subject  Will  Be 
Submitted  to  the  Council. 

Poughkeepsie  May  27th  1778. 
Sir,  I  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  18th  Inst,  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Rowan.  Your  former  Letters  respect'g  the  refusal  of  the  Judges 
&  magistrates  to  qualify  &  take  upon  them  the  execution  of  their 
offices  were  also  some  time  ago  delivered  to  me.  The  repeated 
Complaints  from  your  County  of  abuses  committed  by  Commit- 
tees &  nulitary  Officers  gives  me  great  Pain  and  it  is  much  to  be 
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regretted  that  those  who  are  appointed  to  the  civil  magistnc; 

should  deprive  them  of  the  only  legal  means  of  obtaining  Bedren 

ill  the  Courts  of  Justice  where  alone  Suits  might  be  commenced  ft 

satisfaction  obtained  for  every  grievance  they  complain  of.    Bji 

little  attention  to  the  militia  Law  yon  will  discover  that  it  is  only 

for  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  Duty  that  I  can  try  &  punish 

Militia  Officers  by  Courts  Martial  for  every  other  Offence  or  abnie 

committed  by  them  they  are  subject  to  prosecution  in  the  Courts 

of  Justice. 

It  is  true  the  Council  of  Appointment  have  a  lEUght  to  remove 

all  Officers  at  their  Pleasure  &  it  is  their  indispensible  Doty  to 

remove  such  as  Missbehave.    The  Petition  &  Complaints  of  the 

People,  therefore,  shall  be  faithfully  laid  before  the  Council  who 

are  to  meet  this  day  but  even  tho  on  a  Hearing,  the  Complaints 

Should  appear  to  be  well  founded  &  the  Persons  complained  of 

removed  from  Office  jet  in  this  Way  no  Compensation  is  made  to 

the  Person  injured.    Your  Courts  must  therefore  be  opened  or 

your  People  want  Justice.     I  am  Sir  Yrs.  &ca. 

Oeo:  ClintoQ. 
Eben'r  Clarke  Esqr. 


And  Notifies  Alexander  ^Veb8t€r  that  the  Courts  Musi  Be  Opened- 

Poukeepsie  May  27th  1778. 
8ir,  I  have  rec'd  your  I^etter  of  the  19th  Inst.     I  am  ezceedinpC 
sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  been  deprived  of  hold'g  Elections  icB 
your  County  for  want  of  the  T^iw.     I  understood  by  the  SecV- 
that  they  were  sent  to  the  County  in  St^ason.     It  gives  me  great: 
Pain  to  hear  of  the  Complaints  ag't  the  militia  Officers.     I  shall 
lay  them  before  the  Council  of  Appointm't  who  nn^'t  this  Day  Jt 
I  doubt  not  that  projier  m^tice  will  Ik*  taken  of  them.     This  is  thtr 
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only  thing  in  my  power  to  do  for  the  Complainants.  To  enable 
the  Persons  injured  to  obtain  proper  redress  your  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice must  be  opened.  It  is,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Judges  &  other  civil  magistrates  of  the  County  qualify  &  enter 
upon  the  Execution  of  their  offices  without  Delay.  It  gives  me 
Pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Board  of  Commissars  are  likely  to  be  use- 
ful in  your  County;  but  tho  that  Institution  is  well  calculated  to 
detect  &  defeat  Conspiracies  &  awe  the  Disaffected  yet  the  ordi- 
nary Civil  Magistracy  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  the 
Peace  of  the  County  &  administer  Justice  among  the  well  affected 
Subjects-    I  am  D'r  Sir  with  great  Regard  Your  Most  Obed^t 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Alex'r  Webster  Esqr. 


[Nos.  1435-1436-1437.] 

NEW  YORK  AND  THE  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 

Opposition  to  the  Appointment  of  a  Sheriff — Efforts  to  Hold  Yennont 

to  New  York. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of 
the  Navy  of  the  same;  and  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
of  Appointment  of  the  said  State. 
At  the  Request  of  a  number  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  Brat- 
tleborough  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  I  do  certify  as  follows, 
to  wit,  That  on  the  eighteenth  of  May  instant  I  saw  Simon  Stevens, 
Esqr.  of  Springfield,  in  this  County,  who  informed  me  that  he  was 
elected  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  under  the  New  State.    That  he  had 
not  then  received  his  Commission,  and  was  not  determined  to  ac- 
cept it    That  he  had  nevertheless,  since  his  Election,  written  Let- 
ter0  to  0erenil  Capt&inn  to  furnish  their  Quotas  ot  ^eu^  V:«^^^ 
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I  understood  of  Men  directed  to  be  raised  bj  the  GovernmeDt  of 
the  pretended  State  of  Vermont).  That  his  reason  for  ginng  the 
Orders  was,  that  he  thought  it  neci^ssary  the  Men  should  be 
raised,  and  did  not  think  best  to  be  too  critical  in  examining  bj 
what  authority  (or  words  tantamount).  That  his  Sentiments  were 
the  same  as  formerly,  respecting  the  New  State.  That  he  declined 
signing  the  Protest  agreed  to  by  several  Towns  against  the  pre- 
tended State  of  Vermont,  because  he  had  promised  not  to  act  in 
favour  of  New  York,  until  the  Return  of  the  Agents,  which  the 
Council  of  the  New  State  were  about  sending  to  Congress. 

That  upon  what  Capt'n  James  Clay  had  said  to  him,  about 
being  appointed  Sheriff  of  this  County  under  the  State  of  Xt'* 
York,  he  had  concluded  (if  appointini)  to  write  to  the  Assembly, 
and  if  they  would  engage  to  indemnify  hini  against  any  Damaj:^' 
he  might  suffer  by  accepting  the  office,  he  would  execute  it;  other 
wise  not. 

Micah  Townsend. 
Brattleborough  27th  May  1778. 


The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  Brattleborough,  in  the  County  ^^ 
Cumberland,  having  understoo<l  from  Captain  James  Cljiy,  tlu* 
the  Government  of  New  York  intended  to  api>oint  Simon  Stevens^ 
Ksqr.,  Sheriff  of  the  said  County,  that  tin*  Inhabitants  then»of 
who  are  well  afft»<t**d  to  the  Siatr  of  N<»w  York,  may  have  af 
GpjMTtiiuity  of  sending  Kppresi»ntativ(*s  to  the  Assembly  at  th«*if 
next  silting,  if  tin*  Adv<H-ates  for  a  nrw  Stat«»  will  iH»aceal»ly  |H'r 
niit  an  Flection  to  1m*  lifld;  and  from  tiit'  Information  containn! 
in  the  inclose<l  Certificate,  as  well  as  from  common  RejK>rt,  a|n»n 
»Hng  that  if  Mr.  Stev(*ns  is  appoint«»d  to  that  office,  the  Voten 


in  the  County  will  be  once  more  deprived  of  their  Priviledp;e  of 
electing  Representatives  in  Assembly,  and  giviag  their  voices 

lor  a •  and  imagining  that  your  Excellency,  and  the  honorabh' 

Board,  by  reason  of  yonr  Distance  from  us,  are  so  little  acquainted 
wtib  the  attachment  of  particular  Persons,  in  this  part  of  the 
Country,  to  the  State  of  New  York,  that  a  Recommendation  to 
that  OflSce,  by  this  Town,  although  not  strictly  regular,  (yet  being 
the  best  that  can  in  so  short  a  time  be  obtained)  may  not  be  dis- 
pleasing:— We  take  the  Liberty  of  Recommending  Major  Hilkiah 
Groat,  of  Weathersfield,  in  this  County,  as  a  Person  well  at- 
tached to  the  Government  of  New  York  State,  and  as  the  most 
proper  of  any  in  the  County,  that  we  have  heard  of,  who  are 
willing,  in  this  difficult  day,  to  accept  of  the  8heriflf's  office. 

Signed  by  an  unanimous  Order  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  in 
Brattleborough  27th  May  1778. 

Bam'l  Warriner,  Moderator. 
P.  S.    The  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Hinsdale,  having  been 
consulted  upon  the  Subject,  approve  our  recommending  Major 
^•rout  to  your  E^xcellency  &  the  honorable  Board  for  the  office 
above  mentioned. 


Brattleborough  in  Cumberland  County  May  27th  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  were  directed  by  a  Conven- 
tion of  Committees  from  several  Towns  which  met  here  the  last 
month,  to  send  one  Copy  of  a  Protest  which  they  had  signed  to 
yonr  Excellency,  one  other  to  the  Press  at  Hartford,  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  another  to  the  assembly  of  the  pretended  State  of 
Vennont.  Having  a  Convenient  Oppertunity,  we  forward  the 
one  to  your  Excellency  before  the  signing  is  fully  compleated. 

•MS.  torn. 
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\V(;  al»o  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  circular  Letter  sent  by  the  Con- 
vt'Uiiou  to  several  Towns  in  this  County,  recommending  the 
I'hoiee  of  Committees;  the  principal  Design  of  which  we  appr^ 
heud  is  to  preserve  Union  amongst  the  Friends  of  New  York 
Stale,  &  enable  them  to  act  with  Unanimity  as  Occasions  offer, 
for  increasing  the  Number  of  the  Friends  of  New  York  (xOTeri- 
meut,  &  with  Expedition  to  carry  into  Execution  such  Directioni 
UH  they  may  receive  from  your  Excellency. 

The  Assembly  of  Vermont,  at  their  Session  in  April  last,  di* 
ivcttHl  a  Body  of  Men  to  be  raised  to  compjeat  Colo.  Wanier^s 
Kcgiment;  the  Council  have  since,  we  are  told,  altered  the  Plan 

and  propose  to  have  the  Corps  for  the  Defence  of  the  Grants. 

» 

only.  It  is  with  Pleasure  we  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that 
in  this  part  of  the  County  no  Soldiers  have  been  raised  for  that 
I'liipose,  even  in  those  Towns  who  are  the  warmest  advocates 
for  a  new  State;  the  People  not  thinking  proper  to  obey  their 
Kulers,  when  it  is  inconvenient  for  them  to  do  it.  Nor  do  we 
hear  of  any  being  enlisted  or  drafted  in  any  part  of  the  County, 
although  the  time  fixed  upon  for  beginning  their  Service  was  the 
1st  instant. 

It  is  with  real  Concern  we  are  able  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency, that  it  is  too  general  a  Topic  of  Conversation,  among  the 
Enemies  of  New  York  State,  that  they  will  maintain  their  New 
Htate,  even  if  Congress  should  be  opposed  to  it — because  they 
bad  as  good  a  right  to  declare  themselves  independant  of  New 
York,  as  the  Congress  had  of  Great  Britain.  To  what  lengths 
thin  Doctrine  will  lead  them  may  <*asily  be  stH»n.  It  appjears  al>- 
Holutely  necessary  to  the  Friends  of  New  York  State  in  this  part 
of  the  Country,  that  Congress  should,  in  an  explicit  manner, 
'^^COmmenA  to  these  People  to  ycild  their  allegiance  to  the  State 


of  New  York,  before  they  have  time  to  reason  themselves  out 
of  their  Senses: — if  it  is  Mot  done  soon,  it  will  perhaps  be  omit- 
ted till  none  of  them  will  pay  any  regard  to  the  Recommenda- 
tions of  Congress.  Besides,  as  we  are  not  likely  to  be  troubled 
this  Bummer  with  any  considerable  Body  of  British  Troops,  it 
seems  to  be  the  most  favourable  Season  for  settling  internal 
Tranquility,  and  enabling  this  extensive  part  of  the  Country 
to  act  in  the  Common  Cause  with  Vigour  and  Unanimity,  when 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Continent  may  require  it. 

Those  who  have  taken'  the  Oath  which  the  Constitution  of 
Vermont  requires  to  be  administred,  previous  to  voting  at 
Elections,  are  in  this  part  of  the  County,  and  by  the  best  Infor- 
mation we  can  get  throughout  the  Grants,  a  very  inconsider- 
able Number  compared  with  the  Inhabitants  at  large. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  it  in  our  Power  to  acquaint  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  your  Proclamation,  of  the  23d  February  last,  has 
been  productive  of  some  Good  in  this  County,  notwithstanding 
the  many  unmanly  artifices  made  Use  of  by  the  New  States- 
men to  prevent  it.  We  are  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Servants, 


HiB  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Micah  Townsend. 
Israel  Smith. 


[No.  1438.] 

DANGERS  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 

Statement  of  an  Alleged  British  Captain^  Acting  as  an  Emissary  for 

the  Tories  and  Indians. 

Minisink  May  ye  28th  Anno:  Domny  1778. 

Then  appeared  before  me  John  Dackor,  Maj'r,  one  Nicholas 

Conkolin,  and  Declared  upon  ojEith,  that  he  Received  this  whithin 
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writen  IiiHtruinent  from  the  Subscriber  thereof,  and  mr  Ub 

write  it  in  his  hoase,  and  he  DiscoursM  wit4i  him  forther,  ui 

he  Inform'd  me  Namely  this,  that  there  was  Gathered  with  Bit- 

ler  at  Oswego  about  Seven  Thousand;  and  as  for  their  foree^he 

told  me  they  had  at  Ticonderoga,  I  forget  but  however  it  m 

Bupperior  to  what  was  with  Butler;  and  as  tor  the  force  tkj 

had  at  Quawgo  [Oquaga]  he  would  not  tell  me;  and  farther  Bam 

of  this  within  Subscriber'd  Capt.  Company  told  me  that  Not 

Wednesday  they  was  to  gather  at  Quawgo  in  order  to  Beceifv 

their  orders.    As  Witness  my  hand 

Nicholas  Ck>nklin. 

This  is  to  Certify  his  Excellency  Oovemor  Clinton  that  we 
know  this  Deponent  to  be  a  Cliver  Sivel  (Gentlemen  and  A  friend 
to  tlie  AuK'rican  Cause,    as  Witness  our  hands. 

Ji»hn  Dacker,  Maj'r,  Philip  Bwavtwood,  Salomon  CnykeDdsl, 
Abraham  Vanauken,  Simon  Westfall. 


Coshackton  May  27th  177& 
(■eutt'huon  offosors  and  Cummanders  at  the  MeaneaainkB: 
Tlu'so  Cumes  to  Inform  you  That  the  Volanteera  and  Indeni 
l>oih  Not  Intend  to  hurt  am»y  nf  the  frunteers  if  tha  keep  thare 
Strives  Still,  and  Minds  tliare  Huysnitts,  and  Dont  Hurt  the 
frimls  lo  «;ovoriiu'nt :  for  \vr  an^  Informed  that  tha  Inhabatance 
is  M«)vin^  a  way  fi>r  f«HT  i^f  I's.  and  I  am  Cum  Down  My  Self 
ti»  this  phitv  lo  IVziiT  th«^  lnhal»tan«*4*.  that  tha  Need  Not  Be 
a  fradi'  of  atiev  llni-t.  if  thay  Stay  at  Hom«\  But  By  thare  Mot- 
in^  and  ^arin;:  «*f  fanis  News,  in  Ka^fs  tho  |<ishon  of  the  In- 
d«*na;.  Kut  than-  is  on*-  thin;:  that  I  Wizirr  of  yon  as  a  frind, 
that  is  to  Movt>  \iiur  pirds  llai-k.  f«»r  that  In  Kages  tlie  Indent. 
lUid  Will  Be  the  ooasion  of  the  ludrns   fauling  on   that   place 


and  Distring  all  Before  them;  and  if  you  Do  that,  the  Inhaba- 
tence  May  Live  in  Safaty;  and  if  Not  thay  Must  Take  What  fol- 
lo^ws.  I  am  one  of  the  British  ofiPesers  that  am  Sent  to  Look 
ia1:o  these  Maters,  and  a  frend  to  all  Human  Nater,  But  your 
proceedinoe  is  Working  your  own  Ruen,  Which  you  Will  find 
Refore  Long,  if  you  Dont  Take  My  Councel;  and  for  Robing  and 
plundering  of  the  Whigs  it  is  Beneeth  the  Sparit  of  a  British 
Offeser  or  Solder,  altho  you  Have  Made  it  your  Buysness  to 
Rob  and  plunder  the  frindfl  to  Goverment  yet  the  Davel  has 
Nfot  so  Much  Power  Over  Us  as  yet,  and  I  hope  Neaver  Shall; 
But  We  Meen  that  Law  Shall  Take  place  in  a  Short  Time  and 
Make  the  gilty  Siffer  a  Cording  to  thare  Dezarts;  and  I  Beag 
that  you  W^old  Not  Troubel  the  frinds  to  Goverment  as  Long 
^s  tha  Lay  Still;  this  is  the  advoice  of  a  frind;  for  feer  of  Wors 
'allowing  So  No  More  from  yours;  But  I  am  your  Humbl  Sarvent 

Charles  Smith,  Capt. 


[No.  1439.] 
COLONEL  UDNY  HAY  SUBMITS  A  GREAT  PLAN. 

*^hich  Oavemor  Clinton  Profnptly  Crushes — In  the  Interest  of  the 

Farmer. 

Pish  Kill,  May  27th  1778. 
Sir,  Afl  we  are  beginning  to  form  an  Army  which  will  make  it 
Necessary  to  have  a  Number  of  Waggons  from  this  State  to  be 
kept  Constant  for  the  Ready  removal  of  the  Baggage  on  all  Occa- 
sions when  the  General  shall  think  it  nec-esfiary  from  a  desire  to 
observe  a  Strict  Impartiality  in  my  Demands  on  the  Diffeiaut 
parts  of  this  State  for  Waggons  or  any  thing  Else  which  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  procure  &  they  by  law  are  obliged  to  furnish, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  beg  your  Excellency  would  Reccommend  to 
24 
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me,  some  person  well  acquainted  with  the  Besoorees  of  Ereiy 
Difitrict  to  whom  I  would  for  the  Time  he  might  be  wanted,  allow 
a  generous  Price  in  Compensation  for  his  Trouble.  Otherwiae  ve 
Shall  be  Apt  from  our  Ignorance  of  the  Country  to  make  onr 
demands  Cheifly  from  the  Ticinity  of  the  Camp  which  I  am  sens- 
ble  would  be  an  act  of  Injustice  and  which  by  the  aasistance  ot 
6uch  a  person  as  I  have  described  might  be  easily  avoided.  Vet- 
mitt  me  further  to  Inform  you  of  the  Great  inconvenience  whiek 
arises  from  so  few  Justices  of  the  peace  being  Sworn  into  Offlce, 
the  nearest  to  this  place  is  Thomas  Storm  Esq.  Distant  Ten  miles. 
Would  Time  have  permitted,  I  should  have  done  myeelf  the  pleas- 
ure of  waiting  on  you  myself.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  doe 
Respect  Hon'd  Sir  Your  most  obed't  humble  Ser*t 

XJdny  Hay. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Eeqr. 


Poughkeepsie  28th  May  1771 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  27th  Instant.  To  have 
the  Teams  of  the  Farmer  constantly  in  the  Field  for  the  removal 
of  the  Baggage  of  the  army  api)ears  to  me  to  be  a  new  and  very 
extraordinary  Measure.  I  know  of  no  Law  to  warrant  ImpresMS 
for  that  Purpose,  and  I  am  sure,  however,  impartially  managed 
it  woud  prove  very  distressing  to  the  Country  &  tend  to  the  Dis- 
couragement of  Husbandry.  The  Farmer  has  hitherto  chearfully 
furnished  his  Team  fur  transporting  Storer^  &  Pronsion  for  the 
Army  on  extraordinary  Oroas^sions.  &  for  the  removal  of  Stores 
on  any  sudden  Kmergi^nry,  But  the  stated  Number  of  Teams 
Hantf'd  for  the  ordinary  IW  of  thi*  Army  have  always  been  fur- 
iiii*h<'<J  by  the  Quarter  MastiT  (lenl.  or  his  Dtputies  at  the  £x- 
Ittmce  of  the  Continent.    I  mu^t  decline  rtcommending  any  Per 
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n  to  act  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Department  as  an  A«sistant. 
It  is  my  Duty  to  Correct  Abuses  committed  by  them  &  while  I 
execute  that  Truet  faithfully  I  will  at  the  same  Time  grant  you 
every  Aid  in  my  Power.    I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
I  will  endeavour  to  have  a  greater  Number  of  Justices  qualli- 
Hed  in  your  Neighbourhood.. 
[To  Col.  Udny  Hay.] 


[No.  1440.] 

Oimvemeur  Morris  Submits  a  Questionable  Plan  for  Regimental 

Promotion. 

York  Town  28th  May  1778. 
Sir,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  obeerving  to  your  Excellency  that  as 
the  appointment  of  Officers  to  a  Colo.,  \b  in  the  several  States,  so 
after  the  arrangement  of  the  army  which  I  hope  will  soon  be  com- 
pleated,  some  mode  Should,  by  the  State,  be  adopted  to  keep  tlie 
Regiments  full  as  to  Officers,  and  fiome  Line  of  Promotion  chalked 
out  for  their  Satisfaction.  What  I  have  to  propose  is,  that  the 
General,  or  the  General  who  may  command  in  a  seperate  Depart- 
ment, be  invested  with  the  Power  of  filling  up  vacancicfi  in  the 
following  manner,  to  wit:  that  from  an  Ensign  to  a  Major  exclu- 
sively the  Promotions  shall  be  in  the  Regimental  Line  and  from  a 
Captain  upwards  in  the  Line  of  the  State.  That  generally  Senior- 
ity shall  be  regarded  but  that  a  Power  be  given  in  extraordinary 
Cafies  of  merit  or  Demerit  to  vary  from  that  Principle.  These 
things.  Sir,  I  take  it  are  within  the  Province  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  and  they  will  doubtless  see  the  Propriety  of  giving 
to  the  Gteneral  under  whose  Eye  our  troops  may  be  placed  the 
Power  ci  rewarding  their  Bravery  and  Conduct  or  of  punishing 
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by  neglect  the  want  of  these  necessary  Qualifications.  This  will 
give  Zeal  and  Energy  to  the  Service  but  I  will  not  dilate  upon  a 
Proposition  of  which  you  will  at  the  first  Glance  discern  the  Pro- 
priety.   I  am  with  great  Reepect  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

&  humble  Servant 

Ooov'r  Morrif. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


I 


[No.  1441.] 

Oovetiior  Clinton  Receives  from  Massdchusetis  a  Letter  in  Regard  to 

Regulating  Prices. 

State  of  Maasaohufietts  Bay. 

Council  Chamber  Boston  May  28th  1778. 

Sir,  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  wrote  to  Congress  on 

the  27th  Day  of  April  last  giving  them  the  reasons  that  prevailed 

with  them  to  refrain  from  passing  an  act  for  regulating  the  Prices 

of  Labour  Produce  &o.  submitting  tbie  matter  to  their  further 

Consideration  a  Copy  of  which  Letter  you  have  inclosed.     We 

have  not  as  yet  received  the  determinations  of  Congress  upon 

this  Subject  ae  they  come  to  hand  we  shall  write  you  further.    In 

the  name  &  behalf  of  the  Council,  I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect 

Y'r  most  obed't  hbl.  ser't 

Jer:  Powell,  Presid't. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


\ 


[No.  1442.] 

Colonel  Hardenhergh  Appeals  to  Oovernor  Clinton  for  Advice  flf»^ 

Writing  Paper. 

Now  Hurly  Ulster  County  May  29,  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  this  moment  Reee'd  Orders  to^ 

your  Hon'rs  Command,  that  the  officers  Commanding  Ck>rp0    ^^^ 


snilitia,  are  forthwith  to  See  that  their  Dififerrent  Corps  are  prop- 

^t\j  provided  with  arms  &c.,  agreeable  to  the  militia  Law;  and 

^that  Such  of  the  Exempts  as  have  not  aseociated  themselves  agree- 

mble  to  the  said  Law,  are  to  be  forthwith  enrooled  in  the  Company 

of  the  beat  wherein  they  Rispictively  reside. 

Which  militia  Law  we  are  unacquainted  with,  not  haveing  had 
Oppurtunity  of  obtaining  the  said  Law,  because  they  were  not  to 
be  had,  &  of  Course  Do  not  Know  to  act  agreeable. 

I  wou'd  Remind  your  Hon'r,  that  about  Last  Fabr'r  Collo.  Has- 
brouk  (by  your  order)  made  a  Return  of  the  state  of  the  Regt., 
and  Lodged  it,  in  your  OflSce,  wherein  was  noted  the  Several 
Vacancies  of  officers  and  Expected  then,  as  it  was  (by  your  Hon'rs 
nrgent  order)  that  the  Regt.  wou'd  have  been  fiird  up  with  Officers 
&  Commissions,  the  officers  in  Genl.  Looks  on  their  former  Com- 
missions to  be  out  of  Date,  &  of  no  effect,  and  expects  their  New 
CommisfiionB. 

I  Dont  think  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Officers  of  this  Regt.  to 
perform  the  Duties  Imposed  on  them  by  the  said  militia  Law, 
nntill  the  Vacancies  in  the  Regti  are  filled  up  &  the  Others  Served 
with  new  Commiseionfi — therefore  wou'd  beg  your  Hon'r  to  En- 
deavour the  forwarding  the  said  Commiesions  that  the  Regt. 
might  be  in  perfect  Order.  Your  Hon'r  will  perceive  by  the  Re- 
turn From  Collo.  Hasbrouk,  that  the  Capts.  Lieuts.  &  Ensigns, 
made  a  promise  to  Except  of  the  Commissions  as  he  Returned 
them,  but  the  field  &  Staff  Officers  did  not  Ingage  to  Except  of 
New  Commissions.  Collo.  Uasbrouck  then  Laid  down  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Begt.  &  Indeed  Ever  since  Refused  to  act,  the  Rest 
of  the  field  Officers,  In  perticular  Maj-r  Dubois,  Seems  to  Decline, 
what  he  may  do  (if  Offered)  I  will  not  say,  Who  Ever  I  hope  your 
Hon'r  will  Endeavour  to  Compleat  that  matter  as  soon  as  Pot^sible, 
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I  will  Indeavour  to  answer  the  purport  of  this  order  as  far  as  is 

in  my  Power.    I  Remain  with  Great  Esteem  Your  Verrj  Humble 

Obedient  Serv't 

Joh's  Hardenbergb  Jur. 

P.  S.    Hon'rd  S'r,  what  to  do  for  writing  Paper  I  Dont  Enow. 

I  wish  your  Hon'r  wou'd  put  me  in  the  way  t^  git  Some. 

To  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1443.] 
A  Board  of  Officers  Establishes  Lieutenant  Colonel  Begnier^s  Rank. 

At  a  Board  of  General  officers  held  Vally  Forge  May  29th 
1778 — agreable  to  a  General  order  May  28th  hare  made  the  Fol- 
lowing Report: 

The  Claims  of  Lt.  Colo.  Begnier,  and  the  other  Lt.  Col.  of  the 
State  of  New  York  Bespecting  their  Standing  in  Bank  being  Con- 
sidered, the  Board  are  of  oppinion,  that  Lt.  Colo.  Begnier,  will 
take  Bank  of  these  Getelm:  upon  Court  Martials  Detachments 
and  all  Dutys  from  the  Line,  but  that  they  Comand  him,  in  the 
line  of  the  State,  for  notwithstanding  Lt.  Colo.  Begnier,  hifi  Bank 
as  Lt.  Colo,  wass  antecedent  to  theirs  in  the  line,  yet  his  apolnt- 
ment  in  the  State  was  Posterior, 

His  Excellency  Batifies  the  Beport. 


[No.  1444.] 
Oovernor  Clinton  Intercedes  in  Behalf  of  Miss  Clapper, 

Poukeepsie  May  29th  177a 
Dear  Sir,  The  Bearer  Miss  Clopper  came  up  here  from  New 
York  last  Fall  for  some  of  her  own  &  her   Aunt,  Mrs.   Jones', 
Cloathing,  which  was  sent  by  them  out  of  the  City  preyioos  to  the 
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Enemy's  taking  poseession  of  it.  There  are  many  Circumfitanceci 
respecting  Mr.  Jones  &  his  wife  that  speak  much  in  their  Favour; 
from  all  accounts  they  have  been  cruely  treated  by  the  Enemy  & 
by  them  considered  as  Rebels.  I  wish,  therefore,  Miss  Clopper 
may  be  indulged  with  your  Liberty  to  return  to  her  Aunt  in  the 
City,  who's  distresses  are  increased  by  her  absence  &  I  have  given 
her  my  Permission  if  approved  by  you.    Yours  Sincerely 

Q.  C. 

The  Hon'ble  Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  1445.] 

Chvemor  Clinton  Achnotcledges  Receipt  of  Four  Letters  from 

President  Ixmrens. 

Poughkeepsie  29th  May  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  barely  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's Letters  of  the  11th*  ISthf  ICthJ  and  23dt  Instant  and  to 
assure  you  that  the  several  Matters  contained  in  the  Papers  they 
inclosed  shall  be  faithfully  attended  to.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  the  Highest  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens  Esqr.  Presid't  of  Congress. 


[No.  1446.] 

Major  John  Decker  Sends  Forward  Another  Story  Menacing  the 

Frontier. 

Northampton  County  in  the  State  of  Penslvania  May  29th  1778, 

the  apeared  before  me,  James  Vanakin  Esqr.  one  of  the  Justices 

of  the  pease  for  the  Said  County  one,  Bezalel  Tyler,  and  was  Duly 

Sworen  on  the  holy  a  Vengles  of  the  Almity  God  and  Saith,  that 

t  Not  found.  tSee  pages  814-315. 
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on  26  of  thiM  In{»tant  the  I>eponent  was  iBformed  that  their  n 

jiarty  of  the  F^ritistb  forces  Came  Down  to  Goahethton  after  pif> 

viMion  Sc  the  Deponent  Saith  that  he  Saw  a  part  of  Said  GompMi 

CHTvy  ap  thrrre  Conuea  Lodes  of  proriaiona  with  Some  KilM 

ho^es,  Broke  open  and  plundred  the  house  of  Moses  Tomas,  aW 

t»roake  and  Dintroyed  the  furniture  of  the  house;  the  Depoant 

Hnieth  he  iniKht  have  Been  Distrueingy  only  I  was  afraiedail 

\^i\H  a  friend  to  the  United  States  and  have  been  Theatened  to  be 

tnkin   to  Ni»fc"na;  and  Said  Deponent  Saith  that  he  was  Ii- 

fornied  thnt  Jomtph  Rons  told  Sarrah  Evens  that  if  I  Did  Mt 

(Umw  in  to  tlu»  Cnpt.  of  Said  Company,  Said  Capt.  would  Dif« 

liiH  (*attl<;  nml  Kill  or  Take  him,  take  Me,  and  Said  Capt.  Senti 

nM*HHa<*^e  hy  I'uiil  Tyler  (hat  if  I  Did  not  Com  in  into  him,  be 

would  (live  me  a  Danid  Rub  Before  he  would  Gow  of  and  Said 

Deponent  was  informed  that  the  Capt.  of  Said  Company  Saide 

that  theire  armey  would  Cleare  their  way  thwew  to  New  York 

by  the  Midle  of  June  next  further  this  Deponent  Saieth  not,  thii 

in  true  Copi^y  Taken 

Ry  Me  Jeanies  Vanakin  Esqr. 

Sir,  I  have  Si»nt  you  thiH  Coi)ey  that  you  might  have  the  oper- 

t unity  to  Si»e  Both. 

this  from  your  Verry  humble  Servant 

John  Decker,  Meg. 

F<»r  the  I!<morble  <iorjr<>  Clinton,  Oovenor  of  Nuw  York. 
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[No.  1447.] 

(X)BLRSKILL  DESTROYED. 

tnrk  Hears  that  the  Tories  and  Indians  Are  on  the  Warpath  in 

the  Valley  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Scboharrj  30tb  May  1778.» 
Hon'ble  Sir,  As  part  of  our  Regiment  of  Militia  with  the  CJon- 
inental  Troops  have  been  attacked  by  the  Tories  and  Savages 
ind  being  not  able  to  stand  them,  they  gave  way  and  eleven  or 
-welve  of  the  Continental  Troops  are  returned,  the  Capt.  &  Lieut. 
ire  killed  and  how  many  of  the  Militia  are  missing  we  are  not  able 
:o  give  an  exact  account,  but  shall  as  soon  as  we  are  able.  Cobus 
Kill  is  destroyed.  We  hope  you  will  send  u^  Reinforcement  as  soon 
^  possible,  and  some  ammunition  as  we  are  much  in  want  of  it.) 
We  have  a  &mall  Field  Piece.  I  hope  you  will  send  some  Grapie 
shot  for  it  and  we  remain  Your  most  humble  Serv'ts 

William  Dietz,  EJsq. 
Thomas  Cheson,  Major. 
Jost  Becker,  Major. 
X.  B.    the  number  of  the  Enemy  as  near  as  we  can  Learn  is 
about  three  or  four  hundred. 
One  O'clock  at  night. 
Genl.  Starke. 

*  There  mmuiM  to  be  aa  much  nnoeitaliity  over  the  date  of  this  affair  a«  there  waa  for  many  years 
>Ter  the  date  of  the  bnmlas  of  Kingston.  If  the  date  of  document  No.  1447,  printed  .above.  U  cor- 
rect, GobleakUl  was  attacked  on  Saturday  the  SOtb  of  May.  But  thU  date  disagrees  with  that  given 
by  a  nomber  of  hiiCortoal  writers.  Stone,  a  rery  careful  writer,  has  mentioned  two  dates  In  his 
ife  of  Brant.  The  second  date  he  Axes  as  the  Saturday  preceding  WhlUunday,  which  in  i;78  fell 
ipoB  Hay  Slst.  Brown,  in  his  pamphlet  history,  erroneously  places  the  date  as  the  1st  day  of  Jnne 
ir  Jnly  la  the  year  1776,  bot  In  a  subsequent  InterTlew,  admits  the  error  but  erroneously  makes 
ihs  date  Saturday,  June  1,  1778— June  1,  1778.  having  fallen  on  Monday.  Campbell,  another  tnist- 
vorthy  historian,  s  Our  out  of  the  way  as  he  gives  the  date  as  May,  1779.  Saturday.  May  80, 1778,  U 
mquestlonably  tfea  oorreet  data.-«TAT«  Historiaii. 
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[No.  1448.] 
Christopher  Yates  Corroborates  the  Story. 

Schoharie  May  30th  177a 
Sir,  1  arrived  here  about  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  found  the 
people  in  great  disorder  the  Chief  Part  of  the  Families  of  Cobos 
Kill  are  Escaped  but  the  buildings  all  destroy'd;  by  all  accoonts 
tliey  have  taken  all  the  provisions  and  Cattle  along  with  them;  we 
have  this  afternoon  received  Information  that  a  party  far  Superior 
to  that  of  Cobus  Kill,  or  perhaps  them  Joined  with  the  other,  are 
to  come  upon  Schoharie  in  order  to  destroy  the  whole;  the  man 
that  brought  this  Intelligence,  Colo.  Zealen,  Telle  me  may  be  de- 
pended on.  I  wish  You  may  Push  on  with  the  militia  and  the 
ammunition,  if  the  ammunition  is  not  come  Send  to  Albany  with 

all  Speed.    I  am  Sir  Your  Humble  Servant 

Chris'r  Yatea. 
To  Colo.  Wempel. 

Copy. 


[No.  1449.] 
The  Governor  Through  His  Secretary  Orders  Colonel  Klock  to  ^tn^:^ 
a  Detachment  to  Unadilla. 

Poukeepsie  May  30th  1778. 
Sir,  It  has  been  represented  to  his  Excellency  the  Qov'r  that  ^^ 
number  of  Tories  have  collected  themselves  together  at  or  ab'H^ 
Unadilla  in  your  County  where  they  are  meditating  fiome  dan^ 
gerous  Plott  ag't  the  frontier  Inliabitants.     If  this  should  be  true^^^ 
an  Expedition  ag't  them  by  a  Detachm't  of  your  militia,  under  tbe^ 
command  of  a  spirited  &  prud(*iit  ollicer,  might  be  attended  withp- 
very  iini)ortaiit  Consequences.     I  am  directed,  therefore,  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  his  Excellency's  desire  that  you  advise  with  the 
other  field  Ofticers  &  the  Principal  men  among  reBpect'g  this 
measure  &  (if  it  should  be  tWt  ptai^We^^A^^  \Xia.V^w.VBKsw^>3»^ 
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ler  out  such  a  Detachment  of  the  militia  as  may  be  tho't  neces- 

rj  for  the  purpose  &  that  the  command  of  them  be  given  to 

ijor  Glide.    His  Excellency  hopes  that  in  advising  with  Persons 

this  Subject  you  will  not  confine  yourself  to  any  particular 

urty  or  set  of  men  but  that  you  will  be  influenced  only  by  most 

nsible  &  splrit'd.    I  am  &ca. 

Rob't  Benson,  A.  D.  0. 
>lo.  Klock. 


[No.  1450.] 

GATES  HEARS  THE  NEWS. 

"rompi  Action  Prevented   Until  ''Church  is  Over"  ''For  Fear  of 

Frightening''  Albany  "Into  Fitts:' 

Albany  3l8t  May  1778. 

Dear  General,  I  enclose  you  Copys  of  two  letters  I  received 
rom  Schohary.    This  Tragical  Scheme  has  been  some  days  brew- 
ng,  but  little  expected  it  would  have  come  to  this. 
.  I  shall  send  them  all  the  Belief  in  my  power,  but  I  assure  you 
t  will  be  a  slender  Beinforcement. 

I  have  apply'd  to  General  Tenbrooks  for  his  militia,  &  he  has 
promised  to  assist  me  as  soon  as  Church  is  over;  he  cannot  do  any 
Bosiness  before,  for  fear  of  Frightning  the  Town  into  fitts. 

Should  be  glad  to  have  some  few  field  pieces  for  the  protection 

Df  this  Quarter,  as  we  are  weak  in  men,  and  weaker  in  artillery; 

If  you  could  spare  me  one  Begiment  more,  I  think  it  wou'd  be 

tiighiy  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  United.    I  wrote  you  once 

[Tonceming  moving  the  British  Hoepital  to  New  England — must 

iesire  yon  would  immediately  order  it  moved,  as  they  are  very 

rraabkaome  here.    I  am,  in  haste  Your  affe't  Hum.  Ser't 

John  Stark. 
the  H011I1I&  Major  Oenl.  Gates. 
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[No.  1451.] 

Oenei-al  Ten  Broeck  Reports  to  Oovemor  Clinton  that  a  DitachmeiA 
Will  March  to  Schoharie  Immediately. 

Albany  Slst  May  1778. 
Sir,  General  Stark  by  this  Express  sends  your  Excellency  Cojj 
of  a  letter  he  has  Just  Received  from  Schohary.  In  Conae- 
quence  of  his  application  to  me  I  have  Ordered  out  i  part  of 
Eleven  Regiments  in  my  Brigade  to  march  Immediately  to  Scho- 
hary, which  I  hope  will  meet  your  Excellency's  approbation.  1 
am  with  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Hum- 
ble Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
Fiis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  145^.J 
ALBANY  SURE  ENOUGH  ALARMED. 

TJie   Mai/or   and   Qcncml    Tai    Broeck    Present    Its    i'nproUvtf^ 
Condition  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany  May  31st  177S. 
Sir,  We  enclose  your  Excellency  Copy  of  a  Letter  receivcnl 
from  Schoharry;  alarming  as  the  accounts  from  that  Quarter 
are,  we  appreh^^nd  farther  danger  not  only  from  the  Indians  col- 
lecting .at  Kanasodego  under  Mr.  Butler,  an  account  whereof 
General  Schuyler  informs  us  he  has  transmitted  your  Excel- 
lenc}',  but  from  the  numerous  Tories  which  we  are  informed 
have  within  this  fortnight  past  gone  of,  to  join  either  the  Enemy 
that  have  destroy(»d  the  Settlements  on  Cobus  Kill  or  tho«e 
collecting  at  Kanasedego,  and  at  other  places  for  Hostile  pur- 
poses.   Many  of  our  Militia,  Sir,  are  employed  in  the  public 
service  as  Carpenters,  Blacksmiths,  Batteaumen  op  WaggonerB, 
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a  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  we  still  have  too  many  Tories,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  affair  of  Cobus  Kill  will  oblige  all 
?  Inhabitants  on  the  Mohawk  River  to  be  in  arms,  the  utmost 
stress  must  Inevitably  take  place  from  so  many  Hands  being 
ken  from  the  necessary  Husbandry.  We  have,  therefore, 
ast  earnestly  to  intreat  your  Excellency  to  use  your  Influence 
procure  a  Body  of  Continental  Troops  to  be  sent  up  to  our 
lief.  Many  other  reasons  might  be  urged  to  inforce  the  ueces- 
ly,  thereof,  but  we  humbly  apprehend  what  we  have  observed 
fc  be  fully  sufficient.  Not  a  single  Field  piece  is  left  us,  ndr 
ay  artillery  Men,  nor  any  fixed  ammunition. 
We  have  requested  Genl.  Starke  to  send  down  all  the  Brittish 
risoners  to  Poughkeepsie  to  be  thence  sent  to  such  place  as 
enl.  Gates  shall  direct.  We  are  your  Excellency's  most  Obt. 
erv'ts    By  order  of  Common  Council. 

John  Barclay,  Mayor. 
Ab'm  Ten  Broeck,  Brig'dr  General, 
[is  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1453.] 
Several  Influential  Citizens  Petition  in  Behalf  of  David  Diok. 

Sir,  We  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the 
Istrict  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  beg  Leave  to  recomend 
>  your  Excellency's  mercy  the  Person  of  David  Dick  under  Con- 
emnation  for  being  an  accomplice  in  the  Robbery  of  Mrs. 
i^illiams.  He  is  a  Poor-  illitterate  &  harmless  wretch  who  we 
jally  believe  was  inadvertantly  drawn  into  this  Predicament 
irough  threats  of  the  Party  he  was  with ;  the  woman  &  Children 
^eved  have  Petitioned  your  Excellency  for  his  Life — which 
fajrer  we  hope  jour  Excellency  will  be  pleased,  to  QttMit,    "^^ 
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[No.  1455.] 

Hopes  to  Qive  the  Enemy  a  "Trifwmiwy" — Asks  for 
Ammunition  atid  Writing  Paper, 

Schoharie  2d  June  1778. 
•ning  I  had  Sent  a  Party  to  Cobus  Kill  of  abont 
.ieiit.  Coll.  Yates  at  the  head  of  them;  after  they 
Home  time  I  received  Information  of  a  large  Party 
to  destroy  the  Settlement  of  Brakeabeen,  upon 
them  to  return  their  course  to  the  upper  Settle- 
rie,  where  I  am  now  Just  Going  to  reinforce  them; 
Inough  to  meet  them  I  hope  to  give  them  a  Trim- 
munition  is  not  yet  arrived  for  which  we  are  in 
hope  you  will  send  some  provisions  of  the  meat 
tne  some  writing  paper  as  I  have  not  so  much  as 
n  thereon  &  here  is  none  to  be  had. 
I  Respect  Your  Humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Wempel. 
>eck. 

:  wax  or  wafers  are  much  wanting. 


[No.  1456.] 
Ske  Troops  Under  Colonel  Wemple  at  Schoharie. 
he  Force  under  the  command  of  Coll.  Wempell  at 
harie  2d  June  1778. 
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are  with  Esteem  Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Hamble 
Servants 

Bastejan  T.   Vischer,   Stephen   T.   Schuyler,   K:   Rensselaer, 
Philip  Van  Veghten,  Phillip  P.  Schuylar. 
Albany  May  31st  1778. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c. 


[No.  1454.] 

Colonel  Klock  Expresses  Fears  for  the  Mohawk  VaUey  and  Aski  for 

Reinforcements. 

Canajoharie  May  31st  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  three  Expresses  from  Cherry  Valley  halt 
an  hour's  time,  and  I  marched  with  our  brigade  within  four  miles 
of  Cherry  Valley  and  I  received  another  Express  from  Colo.  Bal- 
linger,  and  he  Informs  me  that  he  had  two  Indians  out  as  a 
Scout,  and  they  brought  in  news  that  they  Expected  that  the 
Flatts  will  be  Run  off  every  minute  &  he  wrote  to  me  for  three 
hundred  men  to  his  assistance;  likewise  we  have  certain  Intelli- 
gence that  Cobus  Kill  is  Run  of;  likewise  they  have  Sent  out  a 
Scout  consisting  of  Twenty  five  men,  and  they  were  all  killed 
to  three  men,  and  one  of  them  received  three  wounds,  Sir,  the 
Enemy  strikes  in  so  many  places,  that  we  are  not  able  to  Stand 
them;  and  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  You  if  You  would 
Send  me  assistance  Immediately  on  my  Receit.  Your  delay  may 
cause  the  loss  of  the  River  and  likewise  of  the  lives  of  Several 
hundred  of  men  women  and  children.  Sir,  Your  compliance 
will  very  much  obligate  Your  most  Humble  Servant 

Jacob  Klock  Colo. 
To  Abraham  Tenbroeck  Brigadier  General. 
Copy. 
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[No.  1457.] 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER'S  SPY. 

His  Successful  Mission  to  Crown  Point — His  Statement  Oiven  k 

Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  June  2d  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  your  Excellent'  a  paiH?r 
containing  some  Information  given  me  by  a  person,  whom  I  wnt 
as  a  spy  to  Crown  Point  about  the  Middle  of  last  Month  and  who 
returned  to  me  yesterday. 

I  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  what  he  has  related,  has  been 
communicated  to  him,  but  whether  as  the  real  Designs  of  the 
Enemy  or  not  I  cannot,  pretend  to  say. 

It  is  however  certain  that  the  Spirits  of  the  Tories  in  this 
quarter  are  greatly  raised;  that  they  are  full  as  audacious  as  ever; 
that  they  are  seen  going  to  the  westward  in  considerable  Numben, 
and  that  some  have  hinted  that  aa  Army  will  soon  appear  on 
Hudson's  River. 

The  Letters  to  Congress  and  General  Washington  contain  Copy 
(>f  the  Information — will  your  Excellency  pU^ase  to  forward  tbem 
by  the  first  Conveyance  and,  if  you  think  proj^er,  advise  General 
Gates  of  the  Information?  I  hav(*  the  Honor  to  be  with  j;n»at 
Respect  and  Esteinn  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Ser- 
vant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  &c. 

J.  F.  of Informs  that  agreeable  to  his  dirc?ctions  he  left 

on  the  17th  of  May,  that  on  the  Saturday  morning  follow- 
ing he  arrived  four  miles  north  of  Crown  point,  that  about  noon  a 
gun  boat  from  one  of  the  Ships  came  on  shore,  that  he  went  Into 
It  and  was  carried  on  board  one  of  the  ships,  that  there  were 
three  ships  at  anchor;  that  he  saw  about  7  or  8  Qnn  Boats,  and 


*^o  ships  or  vessels  about  three?  or  four  miles  far! her  down  the 
*^^^;  that  one  of  the  three  ships  Iiad  three  masts,  the  others  two; 
that  he  was  on  board  of  that  which  had  three  masts;  that  she 
"*d  sixteen  guns  on  board;  that  he  does  not  know  how  many  the 
^^liers  had;  that  some  of  the  (lun  boats  had  no  gi-eat  gun  but  had 
•^ivels;  that  when  he  came  on  board  the  captain  ask(*d  him  from 
Whence  he  came,  and  what  business  he  had  there;  he  answered 
that  he  came  to  see  If  any  of  his  friends  were  there  and  to  Inform 
them  how  their  families  were;  and  he  told  him  from  what  place 
he  came  the  Captain  said  he  believed  he  was-  a  rebel  and  a  Spy 
Hnd  would  send  him  to  Canada;  upon  which  the  Informant  told 
him  who  they  were  he  wanted  to  see,  and  If  any  of  them  were  on 
hoard  they  would  know  that  he  was  a  loyal  subject  of  the  King. 
That  soon  after  three  men  came  Into  the  Cabbin  and  the  Captain 
asked  If  he  knew  any  of  them,  he  said  he  did  not,  but  believed  he 
bad  seen  one  (pointing  to  a  small  man)  In  (ren:  Burgoyn's  Camp 
Bt  Saratoga;  that  the  Capt.  then  asked  If  he  knew  Capt.  Jonathan 
Jones;  he  said  he  did  upon  which  the  Capt.  ordered  him  to  be  sent 
fw,  that  when  the  person  was  coming  Into  the  Cabbin  the  Infor- 
mant said  that  was  not  Jonathan  Jones  but  John  Jones;  that  he 
shook  hands  with  Jones.  The  Captain  asked  Jones  If  the  feHow 
might  be  depended  upon,  Jones  said  he  was  a  true  man  and  had 
always  been  a  friend  to  the  King.  The  Capt.  then  enepiired  what 
rebels  were  at  Skensborough  or  lake  George  he  answerd  from 
what  he  coald  learn  about  one  thousand;  he  asked  what  news  was 
Stirring  amongst  the  Rebels;  he  answered  they  were  In  high 
Spirits  that  they  said  Great  men  wei-e  coming  over  to  Settle  all 
matters  but  that  they  would  not,  that  they  had  made  an  agreement 
with  France.    The  Captain  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  that  the 

army  was  coming  from  Philadelphia  to  New  Yotk\  \ie  «si\(i\i^\i*dA 
S5 
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not;  the  Caj^t:  rcplyed  tbey  will  soon  be  there;  aud  asked  what 
the  Rebels  intended  by  building  batteaus  at  Saratoga;  he  said  be 
did  not  know,  but  believed  for  carrying  provisions  to  Fort  Edward 
for  their  men;  after  a  variety  of  other  questions  of  no  Consequence 
he  was  sent  Into  the  Steerage  were  they  gave  him  dinner.  Late  In 
the  afternoon  was  sent  for  Into  the  Cabbin  and  the  Capt:  told  him 
that  none  of  the  people  he  had  particularly  inquired  for  were  ou 
board  any  of  the  ships,  but  that  Jones  would  Inform  them  of 
what  he  had  to  say;  that  he  might  go  back  and  tell  such  of  the 
King's  friends  as  might  be  depended  upon  to  keep  themselves  la 
readiness,  for  that  the  rebels  would  soon  be  In  several  quarters; 
That  the  army  from  Philadelphia  was  to  come  up  Hudson's  River; 
that  the  Indians  were  to  attack  the  frontiers  and  that  two  thou- 
sand men  Lay  at  Isle-au-noix  ready  to  Imbark  on  board  of  Bat- 
tiaus  whenever  the  orders  should  come;  that  one  thousand  of 
these  would  land  near  Castletown  to  alarm  the  Grants,  and  the 
otiiers  at  Skensborongh  and  march  to  Fort  Edward  to  keep  the 
Inhabitants  In  this  Quartej:  In  alarm;  that  the  King's  friends  on 
the  Grants  would  join  those  that  landed  there  as  soon  as  they  were 
Informed  that  the  fleet  was  coming  up  the  river,  and  the  King's 
friends  In  this  quarter,  those  at  Skensborongh.    That  he  saw  no 
Soldiers  except  about  ten  or  twelve;  that  there  were  only  nine 
torios  on  board  the  Ship  he  was  on  and  was  told  very  few  on  board 
of  the  other  Ships,  that  he  knew  none*  but  Jones  and  two  men  whc^ 
used  to  work  at  Jones's;  that  he  thinks  he  has  seen  one  of  tl»*^ 
others  whom  they  called  Capt.  Adams; —  that  he  was  fumishe- '•^ 
with  provisions  Shoes  &  Stockings  and  Set  of  from  the  Shippim.    ^ 
on  Sunday  accompanied  by  two  Indians  as  far  as  near  to  Jes8QB^> 
patent.    That  the  Capt.  of  the  Ships  name  is  Robinson.   That  th^^ 
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Mremed  to  have  plenty  of  fresh  provisions,  that  there  were  Six 

Indians  on  board, — further  sayeth  not. 

Albany  June  1st  1778.    Taken  before  me 

Ph:  Schuyler. 


[No.  1458.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  AND  THE  FRONTIER. 

T»e  ATilitia  Musi  Be  Depended  Upon— Too  Many  Details  for  Staff 

Departments. 

Poukeepsie  2d  June  177a 
Centlemen,  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  31st  Ultimo  this  Even- 
ing by  Express.  A  copy  of  the  same  Letter  which  it  inclosed 
^ving  the  mellancholly  account  of  the  Desolation  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  Cobus  Kill  &  the  Defeat  of  the  Detachments  of  Conti- 
nental Troops  *  Militia  there  was  transmitted  me  by  Genl.  Stark 
and  received  this  Day  at  Noon.  A  copy  of  the  former  Letter 
wrote  by  the  Order  of  the  Corporation  of  Albany  requesting  me 
to  use  my  Influence  with  Genl.  Gates  to  leave  a  Regiment  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  Albany  to  Guard  the  public  Stores  &  Prisoners 
there,  with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  was  forwarded 
to  him  as  shall  also  a  Copy  of  your  present  Letter  with  its  In- 
closure.  Tho  I  Cannot  entertain  the  least  Hopes  that  Genl. 
Gates  will  or  can  send  a  Body  of  Troops  to  the  Northward  on  the 
prsent  Occassion,  however  alarming,  since  it  is  not  longer  ago 
than  the  30th  Ultimo  he  made  a  Requisition  of  2000  of  the  Militia 
of  this  State  to  reinforce  the  Army  under  his  Command  in  which 
he  was  warranted  by  General  Washington's  Order,  and  by  a 
variety  of  accounts  of  extraordinary  Preparations  making  by  the 
Enemy  in  New  York  &  Concurring  Circumstances,  which  indicate 
an  Expedition  most  against  this  Quarter  &  8tt^Ti^\i^Ti^^  Vsi 
prepamtlons  of  the  Enemy  to  evacuate  Pli\\aAeVE!Vi\«^  Vu  ^\i\^ 
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wait  further  Orders  Tbe  Intelligence  contained  in  the  incloii4 

Copies  of  Letters  which  I  have  this  Moment  received  of  Depredi' 

tions   committed   by  the  Indians   &  Tories  at  Cobns  Kill,  nttr 

Schohary,  induce  me  to  urge  the'  getting  the  Men  out  with  til 

possible   Expedition,  and   Instead   of   marching   them  to  Fort 

Arnold,  station  them  on  the  Frontiers  in  such  manner  as  moit 

effectually  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  from  the  Ravages  of  tte 

Enemy  till  further  Orders.    I  have  not  Time  to  write  to  Cola 

Snyder  Tho  I  mean  his  Regiment  shoud  be  included  in  this  Order. 

I  must,  therefore,  begg  you  to  transmit  him  a  Copy  of  this  Letter. 

I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

P.  B.  I  think  it  woud  be  adviseable  to  bring  o£f  the  Disafected 
Persons,  their  Families  &  Effects,  on  the  Delaware  which  will 
prevent  their  Harbouring  those  in  arms,  giving  them  Intelligence, 
or  Supplies  of  Provision  but  woud  have  you  advise  with  Genl. 
Scott  &  Colo.  Pawling  before  you  attempt  this. 

Colo.  Cantine. 


[No.  1460.] 
No  Harm  Apprehended  from  the  Indians  at  Cocheeton. 

Cosheton  [Cochecton]  June  ye  2  ad  1778. 
To  major  John  Deaker;  Sur;  these  TJns  may  Inform  you  tha 
there  has  not  Ben  any  harm  Don  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Plai^, 
only  at  the  house  of  Mosee  Thomas  and  had  we  known  it,  we 
Should  have  Don  our  indevonr  to  Proveuted  it.  We  Do  not  Ex- 
pect any  niischef  from  the  Indine  at  Presant  and  Shoul  be  Sorroy 
to  Put  the  nieliti  to  any  Trouble  to  Come  here. 

Benj'ni  Skinner,  Joseph  Ross,  Nathan  Mitchel,  Gersham  Smith, 
Danl.  Skinner,  William  Conklin,  David  Young,  Lt^m'u  Burehem, 
Solomon  J)a<ker,  .lohn  CoukWu,  V\vw\w%  ^ 


^jhMie^  Throtcs  Responsibility  for  Reinforcing  Stark  upon  Governor 

Clinton. 

Robinaon'e  House  3rd  June  1778. 
^r,  Inclosed  are  two  Letters  I  received  last  uigbt,  by  Exprests^ 
from  General  Stark,  Commanding  at  Albany.  I  wish  it  was  in 
UMj  power  to  reinforce  him,  but  it  is  not. '  I  must  beg  Your  Ex- 
cellency would  Issue  such  Orders,  as  will  enable  him  to  clear  the 
Country  of  the  Banditti  that  infests  it.  When  you  have  perused, 
iway  seal  my  Letter  to  Genl.  Stark,  and  forward  it  with  your  own 
express.    I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obed't  Humble  Serv't 

Horatio  Gates. 
Bis  Excellency  Govemour  Clinton. 


[No.  1462.] 

LEAD  MINE  EXPLORATIONS  A  FAILUBE. 

Expert  John  McDonald  so  Reports  from  Work  in  Ulster  and  in  the 
Present  Columbia  and  Dutchess  Counties. 

Marble  Town  June  3d  1778. 
Agreeable  To  your  Excellency's  advice  I  have  Continued  Mo- 
Donald  in  the  business  of  exploring  mines.  Your  Excell'y  will 
perceive  by  the  inclosed  reports  the  progress  he  has  made,  From 
the  whole  every  circumstance  Considered  I  do  not  Conceive  it 
will  turn  out  to  any  advantage  to  Continue  the  works  upon  the 
present  plan  any  longer;  indeed  the  Sum  ordered  to  be  expended 
by  the  Late  Convention  in  this  business  is  altogether  insufficient 
to  prosecute  the  works  to  any  Effect,  and  the  Sum  we  have  drawn 
tho  not  the  full  amount  of  the  sum  we  were  authorized  to  draw, 
Is  expended.  However,  I  thought  fit  to  Send  McDonald  to  your 
Excellenej  before  I  discharged  him,  that  your  ¥.xee\\fewc:s  mx^goX 
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».  ..wriui-**  :*;  obtain  from  him  a  True  State  of  facta  relating  t» 
Ti.>  >^|^ilu'^«ti^  ait^l  to  advice  your  Excellency  of  my  determinitioi 
T  j«*^ut«f  Joiug  any  thing  further  in  the  matter.  I  have  the 
N,*T\ic  :o  be  Vour  Excellency's  moet  Obedient  hble  Serv't 

Matthew  Cantine. 
•:ii*  lSxwll>  iiov'r  Clinton. 


M<jDonald'8  Rrport. 

Ilochester  Lead  Mine  June  3d  1778. 
Sir,  Iti  Consequence  of  your  advice  of  the  5th  May  last  have 
V  u'urvd  *S:  Searched  the  pit  lying  next  to  the  Top  of  the  Mine 
uv»unui»u  in  which  could  not  discover  but  the  Tract  of  a  Vein— 
ui^o  i»|n'iuHl  the  (Jround  in  two  ditferent  places  where  it  had  not 
vit'iv  been  o|K'ned,  out  of  which  digg'd  li  ht  Weight  of  ore,  tbe 
\  liUH  K}i  Haiti  places  is  almost  Run  out;  therefore  I  Dropt  puran- 
u^  jlicin.     As  to  my  Searching  by  Blasting  with  Powder  into 
iK'  L*uK^*  pi^  would  b<»  so  precarious  with  Green  hands,  when  my 
SiiMUK  u  ti>'<'  *<^  *^^^*  Matches  in  the    Bottom    therein,    might, 
.4i;*»"K^>  lluMr  Ignorance  in  the  hurry  fetching  me  up,  get  thini- 
>^.;\cK  MO  KntJinglcd  handling  the  totals,  that  thereby  getting  lo«t 
:vih  them  iV:  I  Besides  it  would  be  under  all  Manner  of  l)i»ad- 
\4«MiHK^'  to  Sink  the  Public  Mon<»y  without  doing  proper  Execu- 
VK«M%  t>^»"K  to  the  Water  prevailing;  but  making  a  form  of  Com- 
.^mnualii*!!  iM^twecn  the  Lc^vcl  iV:  tlir  jiit  Would  prevent  all  the 
vAal»"Wclioiw  of  the  Water.    At  the  Top  of  said  pit,  Diacoveped  ore 
.^^x  ditl'cr<*nt  places  as  are  t<»  be  seen  y«  t.     And  by  my  Explor- 
.^^Siliue,  may  to  hitherto  have  in  its  Course  of  alteration,  foun8 
^1   ilic  only  plan  of  Workiii^^  into  this   Mine  for  making  the 
j^yil}^  inals  of  Kxpeiinients,  if  oilii  rwis(»  Declined  from  putting 
w  i^j^Ci'Ulion  my  h(»aity  a<lN  ire  in  thr  Behalf  of  the  Public  is  to 
1^1  pn»secuting  tiienat.     Tlh'  1st  tryal  is  to  begin  where  the 
.     HlliU  in  Six  places  ai   tin*  Top  nf  the  large  pit  pursuing  to 
'2  yards  to  the  South  East.  i\  fw^t  in  Depth  &  3 
nore  if  Oceasum  rv*v\vL\rv>«. 
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The  2nd  tryal  is  to  form  Compleatly  a  Communication  between 
tl&e  Level  &  the  Pit.    3(1  Tryal  is  after  the  Passage  is  accomp- 
lislied  to  drive  12  yds.  from  the  Bottom  of  Said  Pit  to  the  South 
East  upon  the  Tract  of  the  Vein  and  keeping   the   height    & 
Sreadth  conform  to  the  Vein  &  advantages  for  Working.    4th 
Tryals  in  four  different  places  &  Each  to  Extend  6  feet  in  Length, 
B  feet  in  Depth  &  3  feet  in  Breadth  with  Allowing  120  Days  to  be 
Spent  by  3  Miners  &  two  Labors  and  that  actually  in  Searching 
&  opening  Where  Supposed  the  Veins  of  ore  do  Lye  in  the  Mine 
Mountain  the  said  four  tryals  I  Allow  to  be  made  where  Veins 
are  found  Crossing  the  Line  where  all  the  other  tryals  must 
properly  Keep  their  Courses.     Now  without  accomplishing  the 
above  Tryals  to  its  full  Extents  as  mentioned  Whether  Barren 
or  Yielding  ore  it  will  be  an  Entire  Folly  to  proceed  any  further 
in  Exploring  thereat.    Therefore,  I  shall  Express  my  Utmost 
advice  to  you  in  few  Words  (that  is  to  say)  Before  you  or  any 
other  undertake  the  Management  of  working  this  mine,  be  first 
Impower'd  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  Four  thousands 
on  purpose  to  be  Laid  out  in  making  Experiments  here;  other- 
ways  it  is  not  worth  while  to  Employ  Smith  &  Workmen  with 
Building  houses,  together  with  all  such  Articles  as  the  Mining 
Bassiness  Requires,    You  know  I  disdain  to  Flatter  Contrary  to 
my  Oonscieuce,  Whereas  I  had  many  Oppertunity's  to  do  it,  but 
having  always  given  up  my  Contracts  when  I  found  it  to  be  the 
publics  Disadvantage  &c: 

I  have  Discharged  the  Labourers  TJntill  your  further  Deter- 
mination Concerning  this  Mine  or  any  other  Mine  or  Mines.  I 
Expect  an  answer  immediately  after  your  Reading  this.  I  am 
under  all  Disadvantages  of  wanting  a  house,  Garden,  Corn, 
plantiBgy  &  a  Cow  Grass  because  I  did  not  Chuse  to  wrong  the 
public  Wholy  to  the  least  of  my  self  Interest.  Sir,  I  am  Your 
Host  Obedient  And  Most  humble  Servant 

John  McDonald  Miner. 
To  Matthew  Cantine  Esqr.  at  Marble  Town. 

Concerning  the  Lead  Mine  of  New  Canaan  of  Kings  District, 
Albany  Comtty:  In  Febry.  ITTii,  there  1  tounA  aNrai  ^1  <^\^ 
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nawaga  chirch,  having  only  Seven  armed  men  to  Defend  tint 
fort  where  we  Now  are;  all  our  Militia  are  Gone  to  the  RelW 
of  those,  at  Cobus  Kill,  Cherry  Valley  &  German  flats,  we  vt 
only  about  ten  men  Strong,  in  the  Church,  with  about  inO 
weonien  and  Childi-en,  and  Expects  to  attacked  this  night  Bt 
the  Best  accounts  we  can  Get,  for  God*s  Sake  Send  us  a  Rein- 
forcement or  I  am  afraid  we  Shall  fall  an  Easy  Prey  to  the 
Enemy  and  we  are  also  much  afraid  Some  of  our  Neighbours  will 
act  against  us. 

We  are  Sir  your  most  obed't  hurob'e  Serv't  Fred'k  Fisher. 
Zephniah  Batchelor,  Jolianes  Vedeen,  Thomas  Rosmer,  C.  T.  M. 
Adams,  Jelles  Fonda, 

taken  at  Albany  4th  Jun  1778.     Coppy 


[No.  1464.] 

THE  IIAMPSTIIKE  GRANT  DISPUTE. 

Governor  Clinton  Adviseft  the  Friends  of  New  York  to  Sil^nd  Firm 
and  to  Recommend  for  Office  Only  on  Merit  and  Ability. 

P(nighk(H?p8ie  June  3d  1778. 

Cirontlomon:  I  a<knowl(Mlp»  the  nMoipt  of  your  I^etter  of  the 
27th  ultinu)  with  the  scv(^ral  rajH^rs  in<*loscd  in  it. 

It  is  with  plcasnn*  I  iin<l  iliat  a  ronsidcTable  Number  of  the 
Inhabitants  on  tin*  (Jrants,  arc*  so  Attentive  to  the  Dictates  of 
R4*ason  and  Justin*,  and  ]M»ssrss<*d  of  so  murh  Spirit  as  P"^^ 
lirkly  \o  OpjMJsc  i1h»  rrdirulons  and  dcstnictivt*  Scheme  of  ereit- 
ing  these  Lands  into  an  Iiidi^jMMidrnt  State.  1  was  inho|)e8that 
in  conseipienn*  of  tlu*  pMinoiis  aii<l  <M|nitable  Terms  held  out  in 
iny  late  Prorlaniation.  the  whoU*  CcMiiitrv  whatever  Injuries  they 
have  r(*ceiv(Ml  fvom  Wxv^  \v>y\\\va\  viv\\\\\\\\^  v-wtLNvekSssA. >J^^ 
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•resent  Goverment,  was  Disposed  to  do  them  Ample  Justice, 
consequently  that  they  would  again  have  Ackknowledged 
Turisdiction. 

hat  will  be  the  Event  of  this  Affair,  it  is  imposible  for  me 
resage.  Yet  as  the  legislature  Appear  to  me,  equally  De- 
ined  "  to  decide  every  Case  respecting  these  Contraverted 
Is  according  to  Justice  and  Equity  without  adhering  to  the 
t  Rules  of  Law  "  and  to  Assert  and  Maintain  their  Authority 
them  at  all  Events,  I  may  Venture  to  Declare,  that  should 
t  Imprudent  People  still  persist  in  their  111  judged  and  Un- 
fiable  measures  that  the  Conseqiiences  will  be  Serious  and 
►ncholly,  and  to  them  particularly  Ruinous  and  Destructive. 
le  Papers  contained  in  your  Letter,  will  be  laid  before  the 
slature,  at  their  next  meeting,  but  whether  they  will  have 
to  Enter  upon  the  Business  is  doubtf ull,  as  the  Sessions  will 
inue  only  a  few  days,  and  their  Attention  will  be  wholly 
ossed  by  Matters  that  respect  the  Operations  of  Warr,  and, 
equently,  will  require  immediate  Dispatch,  but  from  the  very 
urable  Prospects,  thai  have  lately  presented  themselves,  I 
:  We  shall  be  in  such  a  Situation,  when  the  New  Legislature 
>nvened  in  the  Fall,  that  we  may  be  Able  to  turn  our 
ghts,  to  the  Settling  our  own  internal  Affairs,  without  pre- 
;e  to  the  common  cause,  when  you  may  be  Asured,  that  meas- 
will  be  Adopted  to  Inforce  a  due  Obedience  to  Goverment, 
Lighout  every  part  of  the  State.  In  the  mean  time  let  me 
nmend  it  to  you,  and  every  other  Person  Attached  to  this 
?,  to  persist  in  your  Opposition,  and  upon  every  Occasion  to 
your  Testimony  against  those,  unwarrentable  Proceedings, 
ly  expect  to  recieve  from  Congress  a  full  and  explicit  Resolu- 
opon  ihiB  Subject,  and  have  not  the  least  doxifet  \iM\.  X>aaX 
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they  will  Condemn  the  Conduct  of  these  People,  and  Consider 
the  Faith  and  Credit  of  the  whole  Continent  as  concerned  in 
Supporting  the  Authority  of  every  State,  over  all  its  Members. 

It  would  be  Adviseable  for  the  Friends  to  this  State,  as  soon 
as  possible  to  form  a  Boll  of  Judges,  Justices,  and  other  Magis- 
trates for  the  County,  and  let  it  be  Transmitted  to  me  immediatlj 
to  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  Appointment — ^As  we  shall 'in  all 
Probabillity,  be  utter  Strangers  to  the  Persons  to  be  Named  in 
the  Roll,  and  shall  Appoint  them  to  the  Magistracy  solely  upon 
the  Reccommendation  of  our  Friends — I  hope  the  Roll  will  be 
formed  with  the  Utmost  Candour  and  Impartiality,  and  that  none 
will  be  recommended,  but  only  in  Consequence  of  their  Merit  and 

Abilities.    I  am  with  due  Respect 

I  Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  It  will  be  well  also  to  make  out  a  List  of  Persons  most 
proper  for  Militia  Officers  in  your  County  &  let  it  Accompany 
your  Civil  List. 

To  Michah  Townsand  and  Israel  Smith  Esqrs. 

A  Copy. 


[No.  1465.] 

Governot^   Clinton   Notifies   General   Gates   of  the  Fact   that 

Reinforcements  Have  Been  Ordered  to  Him. 

Poughkeepsie  3d  June  1778. 
Dear  Sir— In  Complyance  wth  your  letter  of  the  30th  Ultii 
I  have  issued  Ordera  for  Detachments  from  several  of  the  Milit"^ 
Regiments  of  this  State  to  reinforce  the  army  under  your  Col  -■ 
niand  equal  to  your  Requisition  (including  those  under  Col.  < 
Graham).  But  1  fear  the  disagreable  Accounts  contained  in  tX^i 
inclosed  Papers,  which  I  presume  have  already  been  transmitt^ 
to  you  by  Genl.  Stark,  will  call  the  Attention  of  great  Part   ^t 
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them  to  a  different  Object,  especially  those  ordered  from  four 
Regiments  in  Albany  County  &  the  two  Regiments  in  the  North 
End  of  Ulster,  the  latter  having  a  Fi*ontier  equally  exposed  to 
Ihc  Depredations  of  the  Ravages  &  the  Apprehensions  which  it 
appears  the  People  of  Albany  labour  under  Will  prevent  the 
others  marching  this  Way.    The  Residue  shall  Join  you  with  all 
possible  Expedition  &  in  Case  of  any  suddi»n  Emergency  which 
may  require  a  greater  Force,  be  assured  no  Pains  shall  be  spared 
to  render  your  Strenghth  more  Formidable.    I  am  very  appre- 
hensive the  Savages  &  Tories  who  are  collected  &  collecting  on 
our  Frontiers  will  lay  waste  great  Part  of  the  Country  so  that 
^ven  those  who  are  not  in  real  Danger  will  on  this  Sudden  alarm 
f     Biove  in  &  neglect  their  Farms  nor  do  I  believe  they  will  have 
SQeli  Confidence  in  any  Force  of  Militia  we  coud  send  them  as  to 

'fid  lice  them  to  continue.    Yrs.  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
X*lie  Honble.  Major  Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  1466.] 
Operations  of  Captain  Smithy  an  Alleged  British  Emissary. 

Minifiink,  June  ye  4th  Anno:  Domny  1778. 

Then  appeared  before  me   John   Dacker,  Maj.,  one    Uenjamin 

Skinner,  a  Dweller  at  Coehethton  and  Declared  upon  Oath  that  the 

^tter  End  of  May  Last  a  Man  who  Called  himsel'  Charles  Smith, 

Capt*  Came  into  his  hou6*»  and  pulled  some  papeis  out  of  iiifl 

docket  and  Called  upon  him  to  Sign  them  the  wi- 'i  he  Desired  to 

I      l^Vfi  Explained  to  him  and  this   said  Capt.  told  him  that   he 

I      Could  not  stand  long  about  it,  for  his  Business  Required  hast 

I      Durte]  but,  however,  he  Read  it,  and  also  told  me  that  all  he 

1-    Beqnired  waa,  that  we  Should  keep  a  good  Government  under  the 
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King  and  not  Inform  any  thing  of  what  he  and  his  Company  hid 
Transacted  there,  nor  if  any  of  them  Came  amongst  ns  not  to  In- 
form of  them;  and  farther  he  told  him  that  if  he  Did  not  Bip 
them,  his  Life  and  Estate  Stood  at  his  Disposal;  and  Farther  thifl 
said  Capt.  Caird  upon  a  young  Lad  to  sign  it,  who  seem'd  to  be 
very  Backward  about  obeying  his  Commands;  alflo  at  this  De- 
ponents house,  and  the  said  Capt.  Ordered  one  of  his  Men  to 
Shoot  him  Down  if  he  offered  to  Bun  and  also  Forced  him  to 
do  it;  and  Further  this  Deponent  says  that  as  far  as  he  Can  Learn, 
all  the  men  in  the  place  have  Sign'd  papers,  all  bat  those  who 
Bun  away  and  Made  their  scape  a&  Witness  my  hand. 

Benj'm  Skinner. 
Orange  County.    Attested  before  me;  John  Dacker  Maj'r. 


[No.  1467.] 
Colonel  Qraham  Captures  One  Emans,  a  British  Subject, 

White  Plains  Jane  4th  177a 

Dear  Governor,   The  day  after  Abraham  Emaim  was  taken,  I 
was  myself  with  part  of  the  lU^ginient  near  the  Enemies  Lint**, 
where  I  was  very  Credably  Informed  that  the  Horse  he  pretended 
to  be  in  Search  of,  was  at  th<»  House  when  he  came  off  and  that 
it  was  Suspected  he  was  sent  out  by  Coll.  Emerick  of  the  Chn^* 
seui*s — I  have,  therefore,  Contined  him  and  shall  Endeavour    "to 
Negociate  the  Exchange  which  I  think  (if  Obtained)  will  be  mBtk* 
ing  good  use  of  him. 

By  Capt.  Campbell  your  Excellency  will  Bcoeive  fifteen  Packet:^* 
(which  just  came  to  hand)  directed  to  Several  of  the  Committ^*^ 
Mark'd  Governor  Tryon,  a  Number  directed  in  the  Same  MaMt*^' 
were  Sent  by  Mr.  Hunt  two  days  ago.    My  kind  Begarda  to 
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Clinton  and  Family  with  a  Kiss  to  Little  Cornelia,  and  am  your 

£xcellency'fi  Most  Obedient  Sery't 

Morris  Graham,  Col. 

P.  S.  Intelligence  Last  Obtained  was  Bent  up  by  Mr.  Hatfield. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  Poughkeepsy. 


[No.  UG8.] 
Account  of  Military  Stores  at  Marhletoton,  Ulster  County. 
Stores  at  Marble  Town. 
At  the  School  House:  4  Beams  of  paper,  7  small  arms,  1  Bundle 
of  belts;  at  Mr.  Tocks:  10  Boxefi  of  musket  Ball  1  Cag  of  Flints; 
at  Capt.  Harsbrooks:  19  Boxes  of  Cartridges,  1  Box  of  Cartridge 
Tools,    6   Barrels   of   powder;   at   Solomon   Van   Wagenens   5 
Barrells   of  powder;   at  John   Anthonys   178   Spears;  at   Mr. 
New   Karks   1   Hogdshead   of   paper  hatchets  and   Billhooks, 
300    Barrs    of    Lead,     2     Barrels    of     powder,     1    Cag     of 
Flints:  Widow  Beveers  10  Boxes  of  Ball;  at  Nathan  Smeedus 
10  Boxes  of  Ball;  at  the  Widow  Johnsons  2  Boxes  of  Ball,  2  Bar- 
rels Hatchets  Tommy  Hawkes  &  Flints,  5  Reams  of  paper;  at 
Hendrick  Johnsons  7  Boxes  of  Ball,  1  Cag  Hatchets;  at  Capt. 
Dewits  200  Speers;  at  Benschootens  10  Boxes  of  Ball,  1  Cag 
Flints;  at  Mr.  Cools  1  Box  of  Cartridges. 

Colo.  Lasher  tells  me  we  have  1160  Spears  which  offer  the  Con- 
tinent try  to  get  Continent  to  Change  Musquet  for  Cannon  Pow- 
der. 
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[No.  1469.]  " 

Oovemor  Clinton  Sends  the  Statement  of  Oeneral  Schuyler^i  Spf  li 

(General  Oates. 

Ponghkeepsie,  5th  Jane,  1778i 

Dear  Rir,  I  send  you  inclosed  a  Copy  of  a  Paper  I  jost  now 

received  from  Albany  containing  Information  given  by  a  Penoi 

who  was  sent  out  as  a  Spy  to  Crown  Point  about  the  Middle  of 

last  Month  &  returned  the  1st  Instant.    I  believe  the  fullest  Credit 

may  be  given  to  the  Informant's  Account  so  far  as  it  respecti 

himself,  but  whether  the  Real  Designs  of  the  Enemy  have  beo 

communicated  to  him  must  afi  yet  remain  uncertain.    There  are 

some  Concurring  Circumstances  which  in  my  Oppinion  gives  it 

a  Degree  of  Credibility  such  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Tories  on  the 

Northern  Frontiers  being  greatly  elated,  considerable  Numbert 

of  them  going  to  the  Westward  supposed  to  Join  the  Indians, 

The  Api>earances  of  an  Intention  of  the  Enemy  to  Evacuate  Phiii- 

dolphia  their  Movements  and  Preparations  in  New  York. 

1  have  nothing  else  new  from  the  Northward  &  not  a  Word 

from  any  other  Quarter.     Believe  me  Yours  Sincerely 

G.C. 
Major  Genl.  Gates. . 


[No.  1470.] 

DEFENCELESS  TKYON  COUNTY. 
Colonel  Kloi'k  (  njes  thv  Governor  to  Adopt  }fca8Hrc8  far  Protect hH— 
The  (iovtrnorH  Rcpljf, 

Talatiiie,  in  Tryon  County,  June  5th  177S. 

Hon'l»lt*  Sir.  I'ihui  Niiiirr  \'nnn  Colo.  iJaiisi^voort.  Commandant 

at  Fnrt  S(  liiiyhM-  iliat  .lo.^pli  r.uuit  (a  Mohork  Indian  of  Note) 

wason  his  way  fr<»ni  Arhqna;;*'  to  make  an  Atiackon  the  German 

Platts,  I  marched  a  con^^idtrabh*  l*art  of  the  Militia  to  Cherry  Val- 
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thinking  it  more  probable  that  Brant's  Attack  would  be  on 
t  Settlement,  and  left  Ck)lo.  Bellinger  with  his  Regiment  at  the 
•man  Flatts  for  its  Defence, 
four  Excellency  has  I  doubt  not  already  been  informed  that 

I  Enemy  to  the  Number  of  between  300  &  400  came  to  Kobels 

II  where  they  burnt  nine  Houses;  at  which  Place  some  Conti- 
ital  Troops  and  the  Militia  from  Schohary  attacked  the  Enemy, 
t  through  Inferiority  of  Numbers  were  obliged  to  retreat  with 
i  Loss  of  16  Men  killed  and  five  or  six  burnt  in  the  Houses. 
ter  which  a  Party  of  the  Enemy  came  to  Durlach  a  small  Settle- 
^nt  near  Kobels  Kill  where  they  plundered  one  House  onl>. 
I  Tuesday  Afternoon  Messrs.  Matthew  Warmood  and  Peter  Sits 
th  Officers  were  killed  and  scalped  by  the  Enemy  on  their  way 
m  Cherry  Valley,  to  which  place  the  latter  had  been  sent  Ex- 
&8fi.  l^sterday  Morning  I  received  undoubted  Intelligence  by 
r  Scouts  that  Brant  had  the  Day  before  retired  from  Kobels 
lis  probably  to  Unadilla  upon  which  I  discharged  the  Militia 
eept  about  150  Men  whom  I  left  in  Cherry  Valley  to  be  relieved 
«klj  by  the  same  Number. 

I  should  be  happy  to  draw  your  Excellency's  Attention  a  little 
this  frontier  County,  as  I  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  unless  a 
>dy  of  Troope  is  marched  directly  to  Unadilla  in  order  to  drive 
i;  Enemy  from  thence  and  destroy  the  place,  the  Enemy  will 
Qfitantly  make  such  Depredations  upon  the  Settlements  that  it 

II  of  Course  (which  in  some  Measure  is  already  the  Case)  neces- 
ate  the  Inhabitants  to  leave  their  Places  and  prevent,  not  only 
'in  but  all  others  to  pay  that  Attention  to  their  Farms  which  is 
neressary  for  their  Subsistence;,  besides,  considering  that  this 
unty  IB  one  continued  Frontier,  exposed  on  all  Sides  to  the 
roads  of  the  Indians,  it  is  impossible  to  defend  any  Part  of  the 
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out  Settlements,  as  it  is  out  of  our  Power  at  most  Times  to  obtaii 
any  Notice  of  the  Enemies  Motions  till  they  are  ready  to  6trik( 
their  Blow.  The  Blow  being  struck  before  the  Militia  can  conw 
up,  they  leave  the  Place  and  go  to  another. 

Unadilla  has  always  been  and  still  continues  to  be  a  comnHM 
Receptacle  for  all  rascally  Tories,  and  runaway  N^roes.  Thii 
being  the  Case  I  intreat  your  Excellency  to  afford  as  all  the 
Relief  in  your  Power  as  we  have  Reason  to  expect  that  otherwue 
we  shall  be  in  one  continued  Alarm  all  the  Season.  The  CoM^ 
quence  of  which  is  very  alarming  to  us. 

June  6th.  Since  writing  the  above  I  received  Intelligence  bj 
Express  from  Colo.  Fisher  who  was  left  at  Cachnawage  for  the 
Defence  of  that  District,  that  the  Enemy  had  appeared  to  the 
Northward  of  Johnstown,  where  they  made  Prisoners  of  fourteen 
of  the  Inhabitants  &  carried  them  off.  Upon  which  I  marched 
down  immediately  with  the  greatest  Part  of  my  Regiment. 

I  had  not  been  three  Hours  at  Cachnawage  untill  I  had  an 
Express  tbat  the  Enemy  had  broke  in  near  Stone  Arabia  &  ap^ 
pered  in  the  upper  Part  of  Palatine  District  near  the  Little  Fall^ 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  from  all  the  Information  I  have  been  abl< 
to  obtain,  tbe  Enemy  are  divided  into  at  least  five  or  Six  Parties 
who  appear  &  attack  us  in  dilTerent  places,  to  divide  and  di« 
tract  us;  So  that  by  endeavouring  to  defend  all,  we  are  oblige 
to  weaken  ourselves  in  suib  a  Manner  as  to  be  able  to  defen 
Nothing. 

In  this  deplorable  Situation  I  must  again  intreat  your  Exc 

lency  for  all  the  Aesistance  in  your  Power.     I  have  the  HonoT 

be  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  &  Hble.  serv't 

Jacob  Klook 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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June  11th  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  5th  Instant.    I  am  un- 
happy to  hear  of  the  Distresses  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of 
Your  County,  and  yooi  may  rest  aseured  that  I  will  exert  myself  to 
the  utmost  of  my  Power  to  afford  them  Protection  ag't  the  Depre- 
dations of  the  Enemy.    I  have  procured  Genl.  Gutes's  Consent, 
that  Alden's  Regiment  continue  to  the  Northward  &  he  has  called 
for  the  Aid  of  the  Berkshire  &  Hampshire  Militia  for  your  Belief. 
I  have  ordered  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  call  into  actual  Service  one 
fourth  Part,  or  any  greater  Proportion  (if  he  shall  conceive  it 
necessary)  of  his  Militia  for  that  Purpose;  And  as  I  agree  with  you 
that  the  only  effectual  Means  that  can  be  pursued  to  afford  durable 
Safety  to  the  Inhabitants  is  to  march  against  this  Banditi  to  the 
Places  they  assemble  &  Bendevouz,  &  route  them,  I,  therefore, 
have  wrote  to  Genl.  Tenbroeck  and  the  Commanding  Officer  at 
Albany  advising  it  to  be  done,  &  I  trust  your  Militia  will  exert 
themselves  on  this  Occasion  in  the  accomplishment  of  which  they 
are  so  deeply  interested.    The  Force  which  can  be  collected  will 
be  amply  competent  for  the  Purpose.    Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Jacob  Klock.] 


[No.  1471.] 

^mWcfc  Fiaher  and  Tolkert  Teeder  Report  to  Goveittor  Clinton 
that  SOO  to  400  of  the  Enemy  Are  Approaching  from  the  North. 

Caughnawaga  Church  June  5th  1778. 

By  this  your  Excellency  is  infonned  that  I  Received  your  Letter 

Bear  nine  O'Clock  this  morning,  and,  Sir,  I  was  then  Busey  to 

■^  you  our  late  Itelligence  and  Scituation;  we  was  Informd 

Urt  Evening  by  a  good  f reind  on  our  Side,  that  The  Enemy  was 
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.  .:uii>  .;v^i^in  Accounts  that  John  A.  Pntnam  and  twelve Fa» 
:;  V  -iJVAVx  all  living  on  my  Lands,  in  that  Quarter  are  taken  aii 
u.k%\  more  with  them. 

.K^hu  Reese's  wife  savs  that  the  Enemy  had  a  list  with  then 
>\ho  they  were  to  go  to  and  destroy.    We  formerly  wrote  yoi 
\\u\i  our  militia  were  dispersed  in  different  Quarters,  say  Cbenj 
Valley  &c.  a  few  of  them  are  now  returned,  but  so  Fatigued 
(hat  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  send  any  Scouting  parties  out 
10  reconnoiter  the  Enemy's  motion;  we  have  had  but  abort 
(wt'lve  Old  men  with  us  and  some  of  them  sickly,  all  our  Hohiirt 
Indians  are  missing,  Except  four  Old  men  and  are  of  Opinioi 
(and  almost  sure)  they  are  with  this  party.    We  wrote  to  ColL 
Klock,  where  he  was  with  the  Militia  for  assistance,  hot  out 
Irtter  to  him  was  brought  back  to  us  without  shewing  to  him 
through  a  mistake.    We  sent  this  letter  with  the  one  we  re- 
c<*ived  from  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  John  E.  Van  Eps,  to  be  for 
warded  to  him  by  Express,  that  most  the  convenient  side  of  the 
Uivor  to  Travel  in;  where  this  mistake  arises  from  we  can't  yet 
h'arn,  but  was  oblidged  last  Evening  to  send  off  another  Ex- 
press with  the  same  I-«etter  to  the  said  Coll.    This  was  theOc- 
casion  of  our  not  having  any  relief  sooner,  as  we  will  be  Oblidged 
to  have  our  militia  together  for  some  time  and  Mr.  De  Gruf 
has  no  provision  nor  Orders  to  prcx'ure  any.  You'll,  therefore, 
please  to  send  us  Orders  to  provide  for  the  militia  during  their 
stay,  You'll  please  forward  this  Letter  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer in  Albany  and  rieneral  Ton  Broeck,  aa  I  have  no  time  to 
write  more  at  i»resi*nt,  or  any  part  of  the  Letter  you  think  moit 
proper  to  send  tli*^ni.     1  holievc^  (^oll.  FIsIkt  has  wrote  to  Oenl. 
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[No.  1472  ] 
THE  ENEMY  REPORTED  500  STRONG. 

^elles  Fonda  and  Mr.  Tan  Home  Appeal  to  Henry  Olen — They 

Represent     Their     Helplessness     and     Charge     Treachery     on 

Neighbors. 

Caghnawaga,  5th  June  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  Received  your  letter  by  Express,  with  the  Letter 

from  General  Ten  Broeck,  and  am  very  sorry  it  is  not  in  your 

power  to  send  us  relief  in  our  miserable  situation,  but  1  hope 

you  will  with  all  possible  speed,  send  us  all  the  assistance  in 

your  power;  as  I  am  much  afraid  we  will  soon  be  attacked  by 

the  Enemy;  Last  night  about  12  O- Clock  John  Little  from  Johns 

town  came  to  the  Church,  and  Informed  us  that  he  heard  sundry 

persons  of  that  place  say,  that  the  Enemys  place  of  Rendesvouz 

was  at  the  Fish  House  at  Sacondaga,  and  by  the  best  Accounts 

they  are  about  five  Hundred  Strong,  and  a  great  many  of  our 

Neighbours  amongst  them,  who  have  been  actually  seen  acting 

against  us.    The  above  mentioned  Little's  Father  in  Law  is  a 

suspected  Tory,  and  says  that  all  the  people  at  Caghnawaga  and 

all  round  these  parts  are  to  be  taken  and  their  Houses  burn't 

this  day  or  at  night.     We  have  so  many  different  Accounts  to 

this  purpose  and  from  good  authority  that  I  make  no  doubt  of 

the  Truth  thereof,  but  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  mention 

the  whole,   You  may  depend   that   they   have  taken   Charles 

Marinus  and  Son,  George  Coch  and  Son,  Johannis  Eckler  and 

Family  and  John  Reese;  and  all  their  Houses  plundered  and 

every  thing  destroyed.      Isaac  De  Graef  our  Commissary,  the 

aforesaid  John  Little,  Thomas  Butler  and  John  Higgens  have 

^een  there  and  seen  all  the  above.     A  certain  Henry  Kelly's  wife 

'fom  Sacondaga,  is  now  come  into  us  and  says  that  Iver  Rv\«.b^\5A 

^asshot  dead  at  ber  aide  and  i  he  mil  Is  buvn'l  there.    \  \i«iN^  ^^<^ 
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of  the  Smaller  Settlements.    The  militia  that  is  with  U8  isqiHe 

out  of  Patienre;  ami  are  afraid  they  will  leave  ns;  and  mum 

to  be  attacked  in  the  place  where  we  have  made  a  Stand,  Sony 

we  are  to  think  so  but  more  to  Say  it,  there  is  not  over  30  an 

that  would  Stand  their  Ground,  this.  Sir,  is  our  present  fiiti- 

ation  and  without  help  the  Chief  part  of  Trj'on  County  BWt 

fall  into  their  hands.    Therefore,  if  no  help  can  be  Sent  oitt 

make  a  Stand,  I  hoi>e  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  order  a  proper 

force  up  here  to  Enable  us  toEscape  with  our  families  and  briig 

otT  the  Cattle,  So  that  they  may  not  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands; 

but  if  possible  would  rather  have  a  body  of  men  that  woaM 

Enable  us  to  drive  them  out  of  these  parts,  as  for  any  funher 

particulars  we  will  not  Intrude  on  Your  time  by  writing,  bat 

refer  You  to  Coll.  Harpur,  the  bearer,  and  he  can  give  too  a 

General  detail  of  our  proceedings  here.     We  are,  Sir  Yoor  h^ble 

Serv'ts 

Sam'l  Campbell  Major. 

Sam'l  Clyde. 
Cherry  Valley  June  5th  1778. 

To  Genii.  Stark  or  next  in  command  Albany. 

Copy. 


rN(».  1474.] 
Association  of  ExnnpU  at  Marlborough,  lUter  County, 
We  the  Snbsrribci-s  brin;^  ninl«T  the  Ajre  of  Fifty-five  Yrtiff. 
wln)  have  hi*Id  Civil  or  Military  ('oininissious  and  have  not  U'l^n 
H4*apiM»inttMl  to  onr  n'sptrtivr  H;iiiks  «»f  Oflir«\  or  beinp  hi'twet-fl 
:hf  ap's  of  Fifty  aiul  Fifty  fivr  V^ars.  Dn  li»M«by  severally  Knpap* 
thai  \vr  will  n*sjMMiivfly,  nn  all  Orra^ions  OlM»y  th»*  (>rderi«  t»f  our 
it*s{M>ctiv«'  <'oiiiiiianiliii^  oiUrrrs.  an<l  will,  in  rases  of  Invasion  or 
Iticursious  of  thf  Kmiiiy,  <>r  In^-iirirriions,  March  to  Repell  the 
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Enemy,  or  Suppress  such  Insurrections,  in  like  Manner  as  the  En- 
rolled Militia  are  Compelled  to  do;  So,  as  we  shall  not,  when 
Called  out  in  Detachments  be  Annexed  to  any  other  Regiment  or 
Company,  or  be  under  the  immediate  Command  of  any  other  than 
our  own  OflBcers. 

Witness  our  hands  this  6  day  of  June  1778. 
Bamuel  Edmonds,  Samuel  Stratton,  John  Polhamaes,  Caleb  Mer- 
ritt,  Daniel  Purdy,  Solomon  Waring,  Alexander  Cropsy,  Willem 
Wygant,  Willem  Mosher,  Michael  Wigant,  John  Smith,  James 
Major,  John  Wolsey,  Thomas  Orr,  Humprey  Merritt,  Jonathan 
Brown,  Rinear  Ix)w,  Daniel  Thurston,  Thomas  Bosworth,  Thomas 
Cole,  Zophall  Perkins,  Joseph  Wells,  Alexander  Lane,  John  Yiel, 
I>auiel  W^olsey,  Joseph  Blomer,  Nathaniel  Beek,  Thomas  Merritt, 
Isaack  Cropsie,  Henry  Ter  Bush,  Nathaniel  Vyatt,  John  Stratton, 
Micarie  Lewis, 

\Ye  the  Subscribers  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  Asso- 
ciated Exempts,  enrolled  on  the  other  part  of  this  Sheet  of  Paper 
l^o  hereby  recommend  to  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment for  OflBcers  of  said  Company 

Samuel  Edmonds  to  be  Captain  Nathaniel  Vyat  First  Lieutenant 
John  Stratton  Second  Lieutenant  and  Micarie  Lewis  Ensign  of  the 
said  Company 

Witness  our  hands  this  6  day  of  June  1778: 
John  Polhameus,  Michael  Wigant,  Calep  Meret,  John  Smith, 
Jeames  Mager,  John  Woolsey,  Samuel  Straiten,  Humphery  Mer- 
ritt, Solomon  Waring,  Jonathan  Brown,  Rinear  Low,  Dauel  Thus- 
ii  ton,  Thomes  Cole,  Zophall  Perkins,  Joseph  Wells,  Alexander 
;  I^ne,  John  Viel,  Daniel  Woolsey,  Joseph  Blomer,  Thomes  Merritt, 
Nathaniel  Beek,  Isack  Cropsie,  Hc^nry  Ter  Bush,  William  Mosier, 
^elPuidy^  Thomas  Boosworth,  Thomes  Orr,  Willem  Wigant. 


i\2  f'r.ftT-rr  Papkiw  off  Gwfyvsm  CLcsmfs, 

NV»  M^rUi/^ronsfh  Fn  riAtfrr  Coantj  ia  the  State  of  Xew  York 

f>fNri;irit  ro  rh^'  l^tf-  Millitia  I^w  we,  the  Exempts  of  Captaii 
lUtunfpfn,  VVrKHiM,  ('Hm^f^,  and  Hmlths  Compmnjs,  met  June  the ( 
l»»y,  I77M,  ufid  forrn^'d  ounKflvee  into  a  Company,  and  ooini* 
MiofiMly  hnvi'  <!fioH<-n  for  our  OfBcen  the  following  persons  to  wit; 

Hiiriitji'l  KduiofidH  Captain  Nathaniel  Wyat  firs  Leif tenant  Job 

Hlnitti'h,  HiTorid  l>*ift<'riant  Micaiule  Lewis  Ensine  and  at  tba-^ 

l(4<i|iii*Ni  I  wtiil  MicMo  l/inoH  and  Hhall  be  Ready  to  obej  (Mai 

\'',%t\u\nr  IIiinIc  fr<Mii  yours  to  Merve  in 

Samuel  Edmonds. 

Tti   tlir   Wi^lit    llcmourable  CiiMir}?e  Clinton  Esquire  GoveDor 

tNiiiiiiintMirr  111  t'liirf  of  {\w  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  147r».] 
fxvturtts^  of  Colnntl  N«y«/«r'«  Regiment 
\  Kctiiru  of  ilu*  Kt'^iniont  of  militia  <\>uimanded  bv  Coll.  Jo- 
h.uuus  Snwlrr.  as  Knurnrd  in  iMassts  l»v  tli»'  Commanding office^ 
\«r  llir  Sc\ri;»ll  t\Mit(v:in\s  of  s;ud  lM';:iii!»'iU  •»th  Jane  17TS. 


Wwr«  Naui^m 
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[No.  1476.] 

NINETEEN  KILLED  AT  COBLESKILL. 

And  Colonel  Wemple  Reports  to  OenertU  Ten  Broeek  thai  the 
Survivors  Are  Destitute. 

Schohary,  June  6th  1778 
Dear  General,  I  have  taken  the  Inclosed  Affidavit*  since  my  last 

you;  the  Amunition  is  safe,  arrived  yesterday  afternoon,  Es- 
rted  by  Major  Taylor  and  Oapt.  Groot  with  about  Ninety  men. 
tiave  Scouts  out  to  all  Quarters;  the  man  whose  Affidavit  is  in- 
3sed  I  sent  to  a  Branch  of  Susquehana  River  where  it  is  sup- 
>sed  the  Enemy  are  assembling.    Soon  after  him  sent  two  more 

that  quarter  after  they  return,  phall  give  you  further  Informa- 
on  of  the  movements  of  the  Enemy. 

I  have  Buried  the  dead  at  Cobus  Kill,  which  was  14  in  number; 
»und  five  more  burnt  in  the  ruins  of  the  House  of  one  Yurry 
i'ainer,  where  the  Engagement  has  been;  they  were  Butchered 
1  the  most  Inhuman  manner;  burnt  10  Houses  &  Bams  Horses, 
'ows,  Sheep  &c.  lay  dead  all  over  the  fields. 

My  Regiment  has  found  out  that  the  other  Regiments  have 

rafted  and  every  fourth  man  is  come  out,  which  makes  them  un- 

•asj.    If  you  thought  proper,  should  give  them  the  same  chance, 

>at  should  }  of  my  men  go  home,  my  force  would  be  small,  too 

mall  I  fear  to  stop  the  enemy  in  their  Career.    I  shall  leave  a 

raard  of  70  men  at  the  lower  part  of  Schoharie,  all  the  rest  of  my 

oree  I  shall  keep  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Settlement.    Please  to 

end  by  the  bearer  2  quir^e  of  paper.      I  am  D'r  Genl.  Your  Ob't 

lum.  Serv't 

Ab'm  Wempel. 
-opy) 

*AffldAT{(  not  found. 
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Schohary  6th  Jane  1778. 

D*r  Sir,  I  forgot  to  mention  in  mine  of  this  date  that  the  peopk 
of  Cobus  Kill,  whose  houses  and  Effects  are  burnt,  only  came  off 
with  what  they  had  upon  their  Backs,  have  applyd  to  me  for  pro- 
vision. I  should  be  glad  to  know  wether  they  can  draw  out  of  the 
public  Stores  or  no. 

The  Militia  complain  much  that  they  cant  live  uiK>n  1  lb.  <rf 

Bread  &  1  lb.  of  Beef.    I  was  with  the  Commissary — he  tells  me 

it  is  General  Orders  not  to  Issue  more  for  a  Ration.    I  should  be 

glad  if  you  will  mention  it  to  the  General  and  let  me  know.   I  am 

D'r  Sir  Your  Ob't  Hum.  Serv't 

Ab'm  Wempel. 
To  General  Ten  Broek. 

(Copy) 


[No.  1477.] 

ArPROACIlINO  FROM  TllK  NORTH  AND  WEST. 

The  Enanif  Divided  into  Several  Parties  in  Order  to  Attack  Serml 
Places  at  the  Same  Time. 

Caghnawage  June  Gth  1778.  11  o'Clock  A.  M. 

Sir — I  hfn-e  this  moment  n»c(»ived  undoubted  Information  bjEx- 
I^ress  that  a  party  of  Indians  were  seen  on  the  North  side  of  the 
River  nearly  opposite  tlu»  late  General  Herkemers,  &  that  a  party 
of  Ihe  Enemy  had  hrok<'  into  a  Settlement  called  Dillenburgh near 
Stone  Arnbiii  iV:  were  destroying  that  plaee. 

From  the  above  &  what  already  has  been  wrote  you — ^yon  lee 
that  the  Knemy  are  divided  into  s<*veral  parties  &  attack  ub  i'' 
ditren»nt  places.    It  is  impossible  for  us  lo  defend  the  County,  to^ 
whenever  we  march  from  one  place  to  defend  another,  the  place* 
we  l(»ave  are  attacked,  in  thi-;  distracted  situation  we  once  ino*'* 
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all  upon  you  for  the  assistance  we  owe  each  other,  and  intreat 

ou  to  send  us  what  Assistance  you  can  as  soon  as  possible. 

You  will  please  to  Communicate  this  to  General  Stark.     In- 

losed  you  have  an  Affidavit  of  a  man  who  was  taken  by  the 

Inemy,  for  your  farther  Information.    Your  Hu'b  Serv't 

Jacob  Klock  Colo. 
To  General  Ten  Broeck.] 

'opy) 


rvon  County  SS 

Personally  appeared  before  us  Jelles  Fonda  &  Abraham  Van 
Lome  Esqrs.  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County, 
[endrick  Warm  wood,  who  being  duely  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
elist  of  Almighty  God  depose th  &  saith:  that  on  Tuesday  the 
econd  of  June  Inst.,  as  he  the  dep't,  with  several  others  were  re- 
urning  from  working  on  the  Roads,  that  he  &  Edward  Conner  & 
klichael  Carman,  were  taken  prisoners  by  a  party  of  the  Indiana 
ibont  four  miles  from  Sacandago;  the  rest  of  the  men  who  were 
1  little  behind  the  above  mentioned  persons  escaped  being  taken; 
this  party  of  Indians  Consisted  as  near  as  he  could  Judge  to  be 
about  two  hundred  in  number,  all  painted,  who  took,  him,  the 
iep't  to  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Johnson's  Summer  house  at  the  Fly  at 
Sacondaga,  where  the  deponant  was  about  two  hours  with  them, 
^  then  released  him,  the  said  dep'ton  account,  that  he  was  lame 
^nd  could  not  walk;  &  they  also  released  Michael  Carman  &  Ed- 
''^ard  Conner;  &  further  the  dep't  sayeth,  that  he  saw  John  A. 
Patmaii,  Andrew  Bowman,  Joseph  Scott,  John  Harman,  John 
^'^^se,  Charles  Marlnus,  George  Kock,  Augustus  Eckler,  all  pris- 
oners with  the  Indians;  and  the  said  Eckler  was  released  who 
"^formed  the  said  deponant  that  the  party  of  Indians  who  took 
^^%  say  about  two  hundred,  was  not  the  third  part  of  their  num- 
^  and  also  informed  him  the  deponant  that  the  Indians  had 
^ty  Cannoes  made,  and  that  he  also  said,  that  if  a  Thousand 
^  fte  Militia  were  to  go  out  against  that  party  ot  t\i^  \w^\tocL%^ 
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Ihej  could  not  stand  against  them  and  further  the  dep't  sajeth 
not. 

his 
Hendrick  X  Warmwood 

mark 

Sworn  before  us  this  5th  June  1778. 

Jelles  Fonda 
Abr'm  Van  Home 

(Copy) 


I  Justices 


[No.  1478.] 

TO  THE  NEW  YORK  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

Oovernor  Clinton  Calls  Attention  to  the  Rebellious  Spirit  in  Vermont 

and  to  the  Dangers  A  long  Our  Frontiers. 

Poughkeepsie  June*  6th  1778. 

Gentlemen,  I  wrote  to  Congress  on  the  7th  of  April  last  re- 
questing "  an  explicit  and  unequivocal  Declaration  of  their 
Sense"  with  respect  to  the  Conduct  of  the  People  of  the  State 
of  Vermont  and  expected  eer  this  to  have  received  a  Resolution 
upon  the  Subject. 

From  the  enclosed  Papers*  which  were  lately  transmitted  to 
mo  from  that  Quarter  you  will  n^adily.  perceive  we  cannot  long 
remain  quiet;    for,  indopendant   of  every  other  Consideration, 
Justice  Fecpjires  that  our  Friends  should  be  supported,  and  con- 
sequently we  must  very  soon  have  nn^ourse  to  coercive  measuree: 
I  am  however  not  without  hopes  that  a  Resolution  of  Congresf 
not  only  disavowing,  but  expressly  condemning  the  Proceedingi 
of  these  People,  might  still  have  a  good  Effect  and  prevent  the 
(iisagreable  ( -onsequcmces  that   will  attend  a  Determination  ol 
the  (Controversy  by  force  of  arms.     Many  of  their  Adherea-t^i 
in  the  eastern  States,  as  I  am  credibly  informd,  since  my  ProeXtr 

*S«c  pagCR  863-Sf7. 
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Ion,  no  longer  espouse  their  Cause,  but  admit  that  as  the 
it  Government  of  this  State  has  testified  a  Disposition  to 
1^  them  Justice,  they  ought  to  submit  to  its  Jurisdiction.  I 
therefore,  intreat  you  to  press  this  Business  in  Congress 
to  embrace  every  Oppertunity  of  calling  their  Attention  to 
m  Matter  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  this  State,  and  in  which 
t  conceive  the  Continent  to  be  greatly  interested:  For  it  is  evi- 
dent that  a  Scheme  so  destructive  of  all  kind  of  Government 
so  dangerous  in  Precedent  must  effect  every  other  State 
must  have  a  dangerous  Influence  on  the  public  Credit  of  the 
^hole  Confederation. 

Lest  it  might  not  have  reached  you  I  enclose  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  Application  of  the  Principle  con- 
tlined  in  the  17th  Section  of  their  Bill  of  Rights  (even  admitting 
it  to  be  true)  to  their  Case  ought  to  be  particularly  attended  to. 
I  have  also  transmitted  to  you  Copies  of  Letters  I  received, 
taiforming  of  an  Irruption  of  the  Indians  and  Tories  upon  our 
western  Frontiers  which  you  will  please  to  communicate  to 
Congress.  As  there  are  few  continental  Troops  stationed  in  that 
Qoartep  I  have  ordered  into  Service  part  of  the  militia  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Inhabitants. 
I  eannot  conclade  without  again  recommending  it  to  you  to 
from  Congress  a  Determination  upon  the  Vermont  Busi- 
s  noon  as  possible.  Until  we  are  favored  with  their  Senti- 
we  shall  not.be  able  to  determine  what  measures  we 
:  to  pnrsne  ourselves. 

'  Legbdntnre  meets  next  week,  and  possibly  among  others, 

*  npi  be  the  Subject  of  their  Deliberations  and  could, 

to  xeedve  an  Answer  from  Congress  before  the 


420  Public  Papers  of  Oeorgb  Clinton. 

gates  of  New  York  were  inattentive  to  her  Interests.    But  it 
must  be  considered: 

1st  That  it  is  easier  to  lead  men  than  to  drive  them  at  all 
Times  &  consequently  that  more  may  be  hoped  in  general  fm 
gentle  &  perswasive  measures  than  from  Force. 

2Iy  That  Dispatch  was  of  much  greater  Importance  on  thii 
Oc(»asion  than  on  most  others. 

81y  That  unanimity  was  very  desirable  &  particularly  an  nnioi 
of  the  Eastern  States. 

I  confess  I  am  not  so  sanguine  in  my  Expectations  from  thit 
Committee  as  some  others  nor  indeed  do  I  think  that  any  step 
which  could  have  been  taken  would  have  been  effectual.  Thb 
one  promises  to  be  most  so.  Those  People  appear  to  me  to  be 
determined  on  establishing  Independence  and  I  doubt  whetbef 
they  will  be  diverted  from  it  but  by  Force.  This  is  a  Remedv 
which  cannot  at  present  be  exhibited  nor  will  it  at  any  Time  be 
agn»able  to  see  Americans  embruing  their  liands  in  the  Blood  of 
each  other.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  must  certainly  appear 
that  lenient  measun^s  were  most  proper  to  be  pursued. 

This  Letter  will  go  by  some  one  of  the  committee  who  are 

Colo.  Allee,  Doctor  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Elsworth,  Mr.  Edwards  & 

Mr.  K<H>t;  the  two  former  ai-e  now  here,  the  three  latter  are  at 

Home.     Colo.  Allet*  is  a  Delegate  of  rliis  State  api>ointed  by  tbe 

prt^seut  assembly.     As  1  am  told  that  tht»re  are  some  Fen»4)D« 

who  pretend  to  beleive  many  Reports  which  luive  been  circnlated 

to  my  Disadvantage  I  should  not  be  sorry  that  a  Conversation 

wt  n  turntHi  towards  that  Subject.     I  am  respectfully.  Sir,  Yott^ 

most  obe<rt  &  humble  serv't 

Gouv'r  Morris. 
[To  Governor  Otn^rge  Clinton.] 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  421 

[No.  1481.] 
A  lAsi  of  Exetnpis. 

List  of  persons  exempted  from  militia  draft  by  being  employed 
in  rebuilding  houses  &e.  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  October,  1777. 

Persons  exempted  from  ordinai'y  militia  Drafts  on  being  em- 
ployed in  rebuild'g  the  Houses  destroyed  by  the  Enemy  last  fall : 

For  Mrs.  Ten  Broeck  at  Rhinebeeck:  Wilhelmus  Post,  Justin 
Merrick,  William  Waldron,  John  Hannion. 

May  21st  1778.  for  Mrs.  Judge  Livingston:  Carpenters  in  Colo. 
Livingston's  Regt:  Jno.  McBane,  Bartholomew  Hendrickson, 
David  Bellinger.  Masons  in  Colo.  Graham's  Regt:  Benj'n  West- 
fall,  HoUowson. 

June  3d  1778,  are  exempted  from  the  present  Detachm't  or- 
lei'ed  from  the  militia:  John  Holt,  Wm.  Copp,  Nich's  Power. 

I)anl.  Hai)enor  Manager  of  Mr.  Jno.  R.  Livingston  Powder  mill 
exempted  June  7th  from  the  present  &  future  ordinary  D't  of 
aiilitia  while  actually  employed  untill  further  orders. 


[No.  1482.] 

STARK  AND  TEN  BROECK  DOING  W^ELL. 

J^ut  Oovemor   Clinton^a  Presence  Desired  in  Albany,   Otoing   io 

Scarcity  of  Troops  and  Precariousness  of  the  Situation. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  3d  Instant  I  have  Re- 
ceived. In  a  former  letter  I  mentioned  to  your  Excell'y  that  I 
^^^  t)rdered  into  actual  Service  one  fourth  part  of  Eleven  Regi- 
^^nts  of  my  Brigade,  but  omitted  the  names  of  the  Colonells, 
^^y  are,  Whiting,  Van  Ness,  Robt.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Alstyn, 
^ill'n  Van  Rensselaer,  Wemple,  Schuyler,  Nicoll,  Van  den  Bergh, 
^^  Bergen  &  Van  Schoonhoven;  the  City  or  Coll.  Lansing's 
^Kim't,  Knickerbacker's,  McCrea's  &  Van  Woert's,  I  have  not 
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mount  Guard  in  the  City,  the  throe  Ijast  to  be  Ready  to  Actii 
Ihc  norUu^rn  Quarter  if  ncn^easary.  1  sent  your  Excellency  a  R^ 
turn  of  Col:  Weinple's  Detachment  at  Schohary,  since  whirli 
about  100  more  of  the  militia  have  joined  Him;  Yestarday  214 
of  my  militia  marched  from  this  for  Johnstown,  Inclosed  joi 
have  the  Return.  The  Remainder  of  those  ordered  into  Service, 
as  soon  as  they  come  in,  I  shall  send  to  Tryon  County.  Tlie 
militia  come  on  very  Slow  Indeed. 

On  Consulting:  General  Stark  he  advises  the  Detaining  thel>e 
tJichments  of  the  Regts.  of  Whiting,  Van  Ness  &  Robert  Van 
Rensselaer,  ordered  by  your  Excellency  to  Fish  Kill,  I  have  ac- 
cordingly ordered  them  to  be  in  Readiness  to  march  to  this  place 
at  an  honr*s  notice,  Intending,  as  you  advised,  to  Relieve  thoce 
already  out  from  these  Regiments,  as  also  those  from  the  other 
Regts.  After  some  short  Period  I  had  also  order'd  i  part  of  Col. 
Livingston's  Regiment  to  this  place,  but  with  Genl.  Stark's  ap- 
probation, have  Countermanded  the  order  &  have  Urged  him  to 
send  to  Fishkill  the  Detachment  by  you  ordered. 

The  Inclosed  are  Copies  of  Papers  I  have  Bec'd.  However 
short  the  Enemy  may  be  of  the  number  Reported,  they  are  SulD- 
cient  to  Inspire  Terror  and  Commit  murder  &  Depredations  in 
too  many  of  our  defenceless  Settlements,  It  is  the  misfortune  of 
our  people  in  General,  to  sink  under  the  approach  of  the  Indians. 
In  many  places  they  begin  to  Fly  and  from  every  Quarter  I'sll 
aloud  for  Help.  I  Really  fear  the  Country  will  be  greatly  In- 
jured by  this  alarming  Invasion.  &  it  Requires  the  Speediest  & 
iiioNt  vigorous  measures  to  Stop  its  Progress;  the  loss  of  the 
r'mtie  alone  which  have  &  must  fall  into  their  hands  must  be 
l»i«iriMing  to  the  Publick  ^^  the  Ruin  of  Individuals  in  grt«t 
Inevitable^     Under  these  Cirennistances  I  sob* 
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mitt  it,  whether  it  will  not  be  adviniibie  for  your  Excellency  to 
Repair  to  this  City  &  give  the  necessary  oinlers  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  the  Country.  General  Stark  is  not  only  a  Stranger  but 
without  Continental  Troops,  tho  I  am  Convinced  he  is  heartily 
disposed  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  our  Security — he  has 
Requestd  100  men  from  Berkshire  &  100  from  Hampshire  but 
they  Cannot  be  Expected  for  some  days.  I  am  kept  in  Continual 
hurry  &  fatigue  but  shall  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  with  great 
Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Ob'dt  &  hum'le  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  peace,  Hendrick  Matthias,  who  being  duely  Sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith — that  his 
Son  in  Law  David  Brass  had  wrote  a  I^etter  to  his  Wife  wherein 
he  tells  her,  that  he  is  in  a  good  place,  and  that  she  must  have 
good  Courage,  and  that  she  should  not  go  further  from  her 
father's  house  than  to  Migheel  Brown;  &  further  said  that  one 
Howard  told  last  Thursday,  that  the  Enemy  was  within  two 
hours  travel  from  his  house,  and  he  might  see  them  if  he  choosed ; 
and  that  the  people  from  the  Fishkill  to  Harpersfield  had  laid 
down  their  arms — and  said  Matthias  further  said,  that  Hannes 
Kneeskern  told  him,  that  all  the  Tories  that  were  gone  from 
Schohary  were  all  with  the  Enemy  except  Niclaas  &  Philip  Trey- 
meyyer;  those  were  with  Butler,  and  that  Frederick  Bouks  wife 
told  him  this  morning,  that  next  Saturday  the  Enemy  w^ould 
attack  Schohary,  and  that  the  Enemy  laid  no  further  than  what 
he  could  go  and  come  back  in  a  day  and  a  half. 

His 
Hendrick  H  M  Matthyas 
mark 
Sworn  before  me  Shoharie  June  4th  1778. 
William  Dietz  Justice. 
Copy 
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[No.  1483.] 
THE  INVASION  OF  TRYON  COUNTY. 

Albany  County  Unsettled  by  Robberies,  the  Vncertaimty  of  tie  Tmik 
and  Discontent  of  the  Militia. 

Albany,  7th  Jnoe  177& 

Sir,  We  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  2nd  Instant  with  its  enclosures,  and  thank  yon  for  the  care 
and  attention  you  have  paid  to  the  getting  a  Body  of  Troopi  tt 
secure  the  Frontiers  of  the  Northern  and  Western  Parts  of  oe 
State.  .  ^       J 

Melancholy  as  the  accounts  transmitted  in  our  former  Letter 
were,  they  are  now  the  more  so  by  an  actual  invasion  of  Tiyoi 
County  by  a  Body  of  about  2()0  Indians  &e.  Hie  Bayages  bj 
them  already  committed  near  Sacondago  (an  account  of  which 
will  be  transmitted  your  Excellency  by  Qenl.  Ten  Broeck),  in 
addition  to  that  of  Cobus  Kill,  has  so  struck  the  Militia  of  Tttoo 
County  that  few  of  them  can  be  Collected  together,  the  principtl 
part  of  them  being  employed  to  secure  their  f^uniiies  from  that 
Barbarity  which  is  to  be  apprehended  from  a  wanton.  Cruel  and 
Savage  Enemy. 

We  have  just  now  received  informaticm  that  a  Party  of  aboit 
five  hundred  of  the  Enemy  have  lately  landed  at  Qillilands  Greek, 
and  that  immediately  upon  their  landing,  they  divided  into  two 
Parties^  one  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  that  at  Sacondago;  and 
where  the  other  will  strike  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  to  be  feared 
they  are  gone  farther  westward. 

The  Robberies  daily  committed  in  this  County,  and  the  danger* 
the  Friends  to  the  Country-  appn^hend  from  the  disaffected,  ren- 
ders the  turning  out  of  the  Militia  dilatory  and  uncertain,  Bot 
We  presume  were  your  Excellency  to  favour  this  part  of  the  State 
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your  presence  it  might  revive  the  Spirits  of  the  People  and 
a  good  Effect. 

e  inclosed  Letter  from  Lieut  Coll.  Yates*  will  inform  your 
llency  of  the  Inhumanitys  committed  by  the  Enemy  at  Cobufi 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect  and  Esteem  Your  Ex- 
Qcy's  Most  Ob't  Serv'ts  By  order  of  Common  Council. 

John  Barclay,  Mayor. 
6  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
York. 


[No.  1484.] 

r  Decker  Gives  Further  Evidence  of  the  Actions  of  the  Tories 
Near  Minisink. 

Oreng  County  Minnisinkfi  June  8th  1778. 

merable  Govener,  I  am  under  the  Needsety  of  Trobleing  you 

a  few  Lines  to  Inform  you  With  what  Denger  I  am  informed 

we  are  in,  by  tow  of  the  Inhabetents  Casheton  that  has  Made 

ascape  from  Some  of  the  British  Troups  and  Tories  that  is 

ob  [Club]  in  them  parts,  Distroying  the  afects  of  the  people 

is  True  to  the  States;  one  of  the  Said  inhabetents  Came  to 

o  Inform  me  with  the  Deanger;  I  thought  it  My  Deauty  to 

•e  him  to  what  he  had  Seen,  as  there  was  no  Megistrat  in 

>laee,  1  being  a  officer  in  the  State,  Sir,  I  have  Given  you 

>y  of  what  he  has  had  to  Say.    June  1  the  Deponent,  Jacob 

ains.  Being  Deuly  Swore  on  the  holy  a  Vengles,  Saith  that 

as  Comming  Down  the  River  with  Moses  Thomas  and  after 

^aid  Tomas  had  Leaft  his  house,  that  a  Capt.  that.  Said  he 

\g  to  the  Britifih  Troops  with  Seven  or  Eight  Men  Came  to 

*aid  Tomas  hous,  and  Took  his  Grean,  [grain]  and  plundered 

house   and    Destroyed   his   furniture.  Broke  his  Doree,  and 

*Not  found. 
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windows  and  killed  hia  hoges,  wicb  the  Said  Deponent  Saietb, 
that  he  met  them  with  the  Said  Tomas  Grain,  and  hoges;  wheo 
met  with  them  the  Capt.  of  party  asking  him  if  he  was  a  in- 
habetent,  I  told  him  I  was;  then  he  asked  My  name;  Told  him 
My  name  Jacob  Simmine;  then  he  asking  if  I  had  Seen  that 
Damed  Bible  Brother  of  Mine;  I  Told  him  that  I  had  met  with 
one  Powel;  I  Did  not  Know  whether  he  was  Beble  or  not;  then 
he  asked  Me  what  I  thought  of  My  Self,  that  he  Understood  Since 
that  he  Came  to  that  place  that  I  was  aposing  Goverment;  he 
underatood  that  I  was  Troblesom  fellow  and  went  Back  and  foret. 
Telling  of  Tales  and  fauls  Beports,  and  that  he  Understod  that 
I  was  a  Evendence  a  Gainest  a  friend  to  Goyerment  and  Strove 
to  herm  him;  he  asked  me  wherther  I  En  tended  to  Idye  there  or 
not;  I  told  him  I  had  planted  Corn  and  intended  to  Liye  there; 
he  Told  Me  I  Might  if  wod  Keep  Quiet  and  Mind  my  Beauness  and 
Sine  his  poi>er  wich  I  was  oblidg  to  Dow,  to  Get  away  from  him 
and  further  the  Deponent  Saieth  not  Honerable  Qoyener,  I  Can 
inform  you  that  there  Is  a  number  of  the  Inhabetents  Gone  from 
the  Minnisinks  to  Joyn  that  Clob,  and  I  Understand  that  a 
Number  of  the  Inehabetents  at  Cusheton  is  torys  and  is  Gether- 
ing  all  the  Endins  that  the  Can  Get  to  Joyn  them;  therefore,  from 
Evry  Curustance  that  1  Can  find  we  are  in  Great  Deanger.  I 
hope  your  houner  will  Consider  the  Distreed  Condision  of  the 
Inhabetents  wich  will  be  Distroyed  in  Short  Time  without  Some 
Kelife.     I  am  honnerable  Govener  Your  friend  to  Serve 

John  Decker,  Megor. 
For  th(?  llonueable  (iorge  Cliutin  Govener,  Nuw  Yorke. 
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[No.  1485.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  UNABLE  TO  GO  TO  ALBANY. 

rhe  Meeting  of  the  Legislature,  Expected  Hostile  Movement  from  New 
York  Require  His  Presence  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Poukeepsie  June  8th  1778. 
Sir,  I  enclose  you  a  Letter  which  I  wrote  this  morn'g  in  answer 
to  yours  of  the  3d  Inst.    Your  favor  of  the  7th  with  its  inclos- 
ures  together  with  Letters  from  the  Mayor,  Genl.  Schuyler  & 
Mr.  Duane  on  the  same  Subject  were  Deliv'd  to  me  this  Evening. 
I  immediately  wrote  to  Genl.  Gates  acquaint'g  him  of  the  Dis- 
tresses of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  in  Tryon  &  your  County,  &  at 
the  same  time  sent  to  him,  by  his  Honor,  the  Lieut.  Gov'r,  the 
Mayor's  &  your  Letters  with  their  enclosures,  for  his  perusal  & 
requested  him  to  inform  Congress  &  Genl.  Washington  of  the 
Contents.    Gould  I  believe  that  my  Presence  in  Albany  would  be 
of  any  real  advantage  &  the  Situation  of  affairs  in  this  Quarter 
would  anyways  admit  of  it,  I    would    most    chearfully    repair 
thither.    My  personal  Influence  on  the  militia  in  your  Quarter, 
where  I  have  but  a  small  acquaintance,  cannot  be  equal  to  yours 
who  reside  among  them  &  have  extensive  Connections.    Your 
authority  to  call  them  out  is  amply  sufficient  &  I  trust  they  are 
disposed  to  obey  your  orders.    The  acc'ts  we  Daily  receive  from 
New  York  are,  that  the  Enemy  continue  their  preparj^tions  for 
an  Expedition  which  it  is  believed  will  be  ag't  this  Quarter;  This 
has  induced  Genl.  Gates  to  request  my  Assistance  in  the  Field. 
The  militia  (your  Brigade  excepted)  have  no  other  (Jenl.  OflScer 
to  command  them;  and  of  course  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  is- 
suing my  orders  to  each  respective  Colo,    on  every  Occassion. 
Under  these  Circumstances,  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  for 
me,  consistent  with  the  Duty  I  owe  to  the  State  at  large- 1^ 
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this  part  of  it  at  present  and  leave  the  militia  withoat  a  gen'l 
command. 

Add  to  this,  that  tomorrow  is  the  Day  fixed  for  the  meet'g  of 
the  Legislature  at  this  Place  which  renders  my  attendance  here 
absolutely  necessary.  Under  these  peculiar  Circumstances  I 
must,  therefore,  in  this  Critical  Juncture  beg,  that  you  will  exert 
your  Influence  &  authority  in  getting  out  the  militia  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  agreable  to  my  Orders  for  that 
Purpose,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  use  my  utmost 
Influence  to  procure  you  some  aid  of  cont'l  Troops  if  any  can  pos- 
sibly be  spared.  In  all  probability  a  few  Days  will  determine 
with  certainty  what  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy  at  New  York 
are,  &  if  they  should  not  bo  against  this  quarter  I  shall  im- 
mediately set  out  for  Albany.     I  am  &ca. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1480.] 

Governor  Clinton  l^equcHis  General  Gates  to  Notify  Washington  of 
the  Situation  in  Albany  and  Tryon  Counties. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  June  177S. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  this  Moment  rec(Mved  a  Letter  for  you  from 
Albany  which  I  now  forward  to  you  by  Lieut.  Gov'r  Cortland. 
I  suppose  it  contains  the  latest  Accounts  of  the  DepredatioD« 
conunitted  by  the  Enemy  on  the  Frontiers  of  Albany  and  Tryon 
(.'ounties,  but  l(»ast  it  shoud  not,  1  have  d(*livered  Mr.  Van  Cort- 
land tli(»  several  Papers  transmitted  to  me  by  Genl.  Ten  BroeciJ 
on  that  Subject,  which  when  you  have  perused  you  will  pU*a»* 
to  return  to  him  for  nu\  The  People  in  that  Quarter  are  niu(l» 
alarmed  at  their  Situation  &  whether  the  Enemy  are  as  strongt 
or  the  Danger  as  great  as  is  aj>i)rehend[ed]  or  not,  it  will  occl»- 


I 
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n  great  Distress  to  the  Inhabitants  &  a  Desertion  of  that  Fertile 

uiitry,  unless  their  Fears  are  speedilly  removed  by  a  respect- 

le  Force  appearing  in  that  Quarter  for  their  Protection.    I 

.ve  given  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  orders  to  call  out  as  many  of  the 

ilitia  as  with  the  advise  of  Genl.  Starke  he  may  conceive  neces- 

ry  for  that  Service,  but  I  find  few  have  yet  taken  the  Field.    I 

Lsh  to  have  these  Accounts  transmitted  to  Congress  &  Genl. 

'ashington  &  will  rely  on  your  doing  it.     I  thank  you  for  your 

3tter  of  this  Date  with  the  Inteligence  it  contained  and  am, 

ear  Sir,  in  great  Haste  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Do  Gen.  Gates.] 


[No.  1487.] 

COLONEL  WILLIAMS  AS  AN  ORGANIZER. 

istrihuted  Chvemor  Clinton*8  Orders  and  Reports  that  a  Party  of 
the  Enemy  Landed  at  Croum  Point  and  Proceeded  Westward. 

White  Creek,  June  8th  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  received  yours  of  the  4th  &  25th  of  May  ult.  and 
ave  been  carrying  it  into  Execution  with  all  Possable  Dispatch, 
sent  Major  Armstrong  to  CoUo.  McCrea,  with  a  Copy  of  your 
Were.  He  informed  me  that  the  Inhabitants  Could  not  as 
mch  as  inform  him  who  was  their  Commander,  but  at  length 
)und  one  of  the  Captains,  to  whom  he  gave  the  orders  in  order 
0  be  forwarded  to  the  Commander,  and  I  have  not  heard  any 
Ung  from  them  since. 

The  major  part  of  the  militia  is  Classed  agreable  to  the  new 
€t;  the  others  are  to  be  Classed  in  a  few  Days;  at  which  time 
^^  Returns  will  be  made.  I  have  taken  Care  to  see  their 
^nng  io  good  order,  giving  to  some  the  arms  iormetVy  \>^\o\i%vDL^ 
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to  the  Disaffected;  &  lent  to  others,  arms  which  I  have  boa^ 
out  of  my  own  Pockett;  as  to  fines  1  never  received  any. 

I  receved  a  Letter  Signed  by  Jno.  Horin  Bcott,  the  Contentt  nl 
which  fills  me  with  astonishment.    I  am  exceedingly  Sonr  u 
hear  of  such  Disentions,  at  a  time  the  Enemy  are  about  attacting 
as.    Capt.  Allen  who  left  our  advance  Ouards  on  the  Granti  last  | 
Thursday  informes  me,  of  21  Boates,  heavy  loaded  with  mau  ^ 
Landed  at  Crown  Point  Four  day  before  he  left  his  post,  aad 
are  gone  to  the  westward  but  his  Scouts  could  not  learn  their 
Bout.    If  they  attact  our  Guards  I  know  not  what  will  be  tbe 
Consequences;  tbe  people  hei'e  are  very,  uneasy  about  it,  pv- 
ticularly  as  we  are  Called  down  to  the  Legislature.    I  expect  to 
leave  this  to  morrow,  &  if  Possable  to  See  CoUo.  HcCrea  in  order 
to  gett  out  the  men — however  1  shall  make  no  more  stay  thio 
a  day  or  two  (except  the  Enemy  heaves  in  Sight)  by  reason  of  mj 
attending  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Council.     It  much  surpriseth  me, 
that  men  who  never  appeared  in  the  field  in  defence  of  their 
Country,  dare  to  presume  to  Dwindle  Gentlemen  Character  in 
such  manner  or  that  they  should  in  the  least  be  Countenanced. 

We  are  very  unfortunate  in  this  place;  our  County  Divided  oar 
District  Divided  by  Two  Contending  Parties;  it  seems  the  Dit- 
Ulected  hath  two  many  friends. 

I  am  informed  That  Mr.  Uowau  Says,  you  told  him  Utrntral 
Schuyler  had  no  authority  for  ordering  the  Inhabitants  olT  witb 
their  Cattle  &  Carriages— and  that  as  soon  as  the  Civil  U^ 
takes  Place  The  |»eop]e  who  hath  plundered  the  Tories  will  be 
oblidgt-d  to  be  aot-duniable  for  it.  This  hath  alarmed  the  {»eopl<^ 
in  Such  manner,  Togt'ther  with  these  proceedings  against  the 
Court  Martial,  that  ware  the  men  Called  out,  one  half  would  ^ 
ira    Cbnld  not  these  VToceed\ii^«  \)«  ^vo\r^  \2i&X  %  ^^t^  Veastf* 
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time.  Suppose  the  Enemy  presents  themselves  before  I  leave 
this  side  Albany,  could  I  be  Justified  if  I  did  not  return  back — 
on  the  other  hand  Censured  for  not  appearing  at  Poughkipsie.  I 
can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  on  my  return  with  a  party  at 
White  Creek  when  the  Enemy  were  at  Stillwater  I  called  the 
persons  who  had  staid,  Contrary  to  orders,  together,  &  told  them, 
in  case  they  would  behave  themselves  for  the  future,  I  should 
look  over  what  was  Passed  and  also  would  assist  the  Inhabitants 
who  were  oblidged  to  move  away  with  the  necessaries  of  Life  at 
the  Old  Price,  to  which  they  consented,  but  afterwards  refused 
&  have  Screw'd  the  Inhabitants  that  were  well  affected  to  the 
last  farthing,  So  that  they  would  not  let  them  stand  in  the  Banks 
till  they  were  Tried  for  their  Disobedients  of  orders.  Those  who 
were  fined,  I  informed  them  if  they  would  Enlist,  their  fines 
would  be  omited;  and  if  the  Son  enlisted,  the  father's  fine  would 
be  omited,  &  if  any  one  was  fined,  having  no  armes,  they  had 
libety  to  put  their  fines  towards  Purchasing  armes  and  what  was 
wanting  I  would  give  them. 

As  to  pay  Bolls,  Those  officers  who  left  their  Companies  be- 
fore their  Discharge,  I  ordered  the  Volunteer  officers  who  hath 
been  in  Commissions  to  take  their  place,  and  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  money  so  drawed  for  the  Standing  officers  in  the  militia. 
Upwards  of  Thirty  never  was  returned  which  hath  Di*aw'd  pay 
&  a  number  I  gave  some  five  Dollars  from  that  to  Ten  of  the 
nwney  Drawed  for  the  Delinquents.  I  have  proper  Beceipts, 
fr<Mn  most  all  I  paid,  by  which  it  will  appear  in  what  manner 
tbe  money  hath  been  Disposed  off;  some  money  is  yett  on  hand 
wbieh  the  people  have  not  as  yet  called  for,  notwithstanding  I 
tm  public  orders  for  their  attendance.  These  proceeding  hath 
bttt  canted  on  in  many  Begimental  pay  Bolls  or  I  should  not 
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have  done  it.    I  am,  Sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  & 

Diost  Humble  Servant 

Jno.  Williams. 

P.  S.  I  must  beg  you  will  infonn  the  Council  that,  I  will  be 
at  Poughkipsie  next  Saturday,  if  the  Enemy  do  not  appear;  if 
they  should  appear  I  must  go  out  with  the  people  should  the 
Consequences  be  what  they  will,  and  I  trust  if  that  should  be  the 
case,  the  Evidences  will  be  ordered  to  be  examined  in  this  County 
by  persons  appointed  by  your  Excellency  &  Council. 

The  Tories  was  all  whip'd  in  Camebridge,  but  nothing  is  men- 
tioned about  that,  These  that  are  fined,  would  have  been  served 
so.  here,  was  it  not  for  my  Insisting  to  the  Contrary. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkepsie. 


[No.  1488.] 

Oovcmor  Clinton  Sends  Instructions  to  General  Ten  Broeck  Relatirt 

to  the  Handling  of  the  Situation  and  the  Militia, 

Poughkeepsie  8th  June  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  received  jours  of  the  3d  Instant.    I  have  suggested  to 
Genl.  Gates  the  Propriety  of  continuing  Alden's  Regiment  in  your 
Quarter  &  I  believe  it  A\ill  l)A  permitted  to  remain  thei-e  at  leant 
for  a  Time.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  determine  on  the  Number  or 
Men  necessary  to  be  kep  out  for  the  Protection  of  the  FrontierSyi.. 
or  along  the  Places  most   proper  to   station  them,  as   in  thesf^ 
Maters  we  must  be  governed  by  the  Strenghth  of  the  Enemy  (o^ 
which  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  Account  to  be  relied  on)  anc3 
their  Movements.     And  as  you  are  near  the  Scene  of  action  &  wiE.  J 
be  able  from  Time  to  Time  to  receive  the  necessary  Information,     1 
submit  them,  therefore,  to  your  own  Judgment,  assisted  by  ttm^ 
Oommanding  Officer  at  Mbany  &  \i^\^  wi\^  \ft  ^A^iae^  that  whll^ 
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the  One  Hand  you  are  attentive  in  keeping  out  a  competent 

ce  for  the  present  Service,  you  will  carefully  avoid  Unneces- 

ily  distressing  the  Militia  by  calling  out  a  greater  Number  than 

ill  be  absolutely  necessary. 

am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
g'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1489.] 
PRESIDENT  LAURENS  FORWARDS  THREE  LAWS, 
r  the  Esiahlishmeni  6f  Our  Army,  that  Subsistence  Money  Be 
Extended  to  Officers  of  the  Militia  and  Laying  an  Embargo  on 

Certain  Articles. 

York  Town  9th  June  1778. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Your  Excellency  on  the  23d 

to.  by  Barkley. 

The  present  will  be  accompanied  by  the  under-mentioned  Acts 

Congress. 

1,  of  27th  May — for  an  Establishment  of  the  American  Army. 

2,  of  6th  June — ^for  extending  to  Officers  of  Militia  subsistence 
oney  in  lieu  of  extra  Rations. 

3,  8  June — ^Laying  a  general  Embargo  on  certain  articles  of 
povision — this  measure  api)ears  to  be  so  absolutely  necessary  as 
aves  no  doubt  but  that  each  State  whence  E>xportation  might 
ierwise  be  made,  will  immediately  adopt  &  strictly  observe  the 
ct— had  this  bar  been  laid  to  furnishing  the  Ehiemy  with  provi- 
on  twelve  months  ago,  St.  Augustine  would  probably  have  been 
'>aiidoned,  the  West  Indies  driven  to  great  necessity  &  possibly 
If  Invaders  from  the  Continent. 

I  shall  add  a  printed  Paper  containing  Lord  Abingdon's  Speech 

piotett  an  the  BritiBb  Houae  at  Lords  whicYi  doe&  \i^(yiiQt  \.^^t« 
28 
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Serjeants, 
>ruin  Major, 
'ife  Major, 
ns  and  Fifes, 
oralts, 
rates, 

of  the  field  officers  to  command  a  compan3\ 
Lieutenant  of  the  Colonel's  company  to  have  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant. 

IL    ARTILLERY, 
battalion  of  artillery  consist  of 


each 

P«y  per  month 
10 

9    * 

9 

each 

7  l-3d.^ 

each 

7  l-3d. 

each 

6  2-3ds. 

'olonel, 

Pay  per  month. 

100  dollars 

ieutenant  Colonel, 

75 

[ajor, 

62  1-half 

Captains, 

each 

50 

Captain  Lieutenants, 

each 

33  l-3d 

First  Lieutenants, 

eaoh 

33  1-3d 

Seeond  Lieutenants, 

each 

33  l-3d 

ymaster,      ]  to  be 

'25  dol 

. 

in  addition  to  their 

Ijotant,        \  taken  from   < 

16 

* 

pay  as  officers 

ar.  master  J  the  line. 

16 

in  the  line 

. 

>argeon. 

75  dollars. 

Surgeon's  Mate, 

50 

>erjeant  Major, 

11  23-90th8. 

Quartermaster  Serjeant, 

11  23-90th8. 

rife  Major, 

10  88-90th8. 

>ram  Major, 

10  38-90th8. 

Serjeants, 
Bombardiers 

each 
each 

10 
9 

lerals^ 

each 

9 
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a 
o 

B 

B 

o 
O 


72  Gunners, 

24  Drums  and  Fifes, 

336  Mattrosses, 

^  III.    CAVALRY. 

That  a  battalion  of  cavalrj  consist  of 

fl  Colonel, 
1  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
1  Major, 
6  Captains, 
12  Lieutenants, 
6  Cornets, 
1  Riding  Master, 

Payraaster,      ^  to  be  r  25  dol. 

Adjutant,         >  taken  from    <   15 
Quar.  master  J  the  line.         115 
1  Surgeon, 
1  Surgeon's  Mate, 
1  Sadler, 

1  Trumpet  Major, 
6  Farriers, 

G  Quartermaster  Serjeants, 
6  Trumpeters, 
12  Serjeants, 
30  Corporals, 
324  Dragoons, 

IV^     PROVOST. 
Resolved,  That  a  Provost  be  established,  to  consist  of 


1  Captain  of  Provosts, 
4  Lieutenants, 


each 

PqrpvMitt. 

8  2-3da. 

each 

8  a-3<k 

each 

8  l-3d. 

PUj  per  OMBtk. 

93  a4tk 

75 

60 

each 

50 

each 

83  l-3d. 

each 

26  2-3d8. 

33  l-3d. 

in  addition  to 

their  pay 

as  officers 

in  the  line. 

60  dollars. 

40 

10 

11 

each 

10 

each 

15 

each 

10 

each 

15 

each 

10 

each 

8  1.3d 

>  consist  of 

Pay  per  moath. 

50  dollars. 

^cli        33  l-3d 
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I  Clerk, 

Pay  per  month, 

33  18d. 

1  Quartermaster  Serjeant, 

15 

Two  Trumpeters, 

each 

10 

2  Serjeants, 

each 

15 

5  Corporals, 

each 

10 

43  Provosts  or  Privates, 

each 

8  l-3d. 

4  Exec'itioners, 

each 

IQ 

Pay  per  mooth. 

50  dollars. 

each 

33  l-3d. 

each 

10 

each 

9 

each 

8  l-3d. 

This  corps  to  be  mounted  on  horse-back,  and  armed  and  accoutred 
as  light  dragoons. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  Engineering  Department  three  companies 
be  established,  each  to  consist  of 

1  Captain, 

3  Lieutenants, 

4  Serjeants, 
4  Corporals, 
60  Privates, 

These  companies  to  be  instrueted  in  the  fabrication  of  field 
works  as  far  as  relates  to  the  manual  and  mechanical  part.  Their 
business  shall  be  to  instruct  the  fatigue  parties  to  do  their  duty 
with  celerity  and  exactness;  to  repair  injuries  done  to  the  works 
by  the  enemy's  fire,  and  to  prosecute  works  in  the  face  of  it.  The 
commissioned  officers  to  be  skilled  in  the  necessary  branches  of 
the  mathematics;  the  non-commissioned  oflBcers  to  write  a  good 
hand. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  of  a  i-egiment 
be  nominated  by  the  field  oflB^ers  out  of  the  subalterns,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  commander  in  chief  or  the  commander  in  a  separate 
department  for  approbation;  and  that  being  approved  of,  they 
shall  receive  from  him  a  warrant  agreeable  to  such  nomination: 

That  the  Paymaster  of  a  regiment  be  eboaeu  \>^  Wve  vi^vi^Y«.  ^\ 
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the  regiment  ont  of  the  Captains  or  Babaltems,  and  app<rintedbj 
warrant  as  above:  the  officers  are  to  risque  their  pay  in  his  handi: 
the  Paymasters  to  have  the  charge  of  the  cloathing,  and  to  dii- 
tribute  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Brigade  Major  be  appointed  as  heretofore  by 
the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  in  a  separate  department, 
out  of  the  Captains  in  the  brigade  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed: 

That  the  Brigade  Quartermaster  be  appointed  by  the  Quarter 
master  General,  out  of  the  Captains  or  Subalterns  in  the  brigade 
to  which  he  shall  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  two  Aids-de-Camp  be  allowed  to  each  Major 
General,  who  shall  for  the  future  appoint  them  out  of  the  Cap- 
tains or  Subalterns. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  officers  in  the  line 
there  be  allowed  to 

An  Aid-de-Camp,  24  dollars  per  month.  Brigade  Major,  (34. 
Brigade  Quartermaster,  f  15. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  of  the  staff  officers  appointed  from  the 
line  are  promoted  above  the  ranks  in  the  line  ont  of  which  thej  are 
respectively  appointable,  their  staff  appointments  shall  thereupon 
be  vacated: 

The  present  Aids  dc-Camp  and  Brigade  Majors  to  receive  their 
pn^sent  pay  and  rations. 


ResolviMl,  That  the  Aids  de-Cani]),  Brigade  Majors,  and  Bripide 
Qnartennastors,  heretofore  appointed  from  the  line,  shall  bold 
their  juvsent  ranks  and  be  admissil)le  into  the  line  again  in  the 
Slime  rank  tln*y  \w\i\  when  taken  from  the  line;  provide<1  that  no 
Aid,  Brigade  Major  or  Quart«Tniaster  shall  have  the  command  of 
uny  officer  who  couuuandod  hiiu  while  in  the  line. 
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Besolvedy  That  whenever  the  Adjutant  General  shall  be  ap- 
[>inted  from  the  line,  he  may  continue  to  hold  his  rank  and  com- 
iisslon  in  the  line. 

Resolved',  That,  when  supemumary  Lieutenants  are  continued 
nder  this  arrangement  of  the  battalions,  who  are  to  do  the  duty 
f  Ensigns,  they  shall  be  intitled  to  hold  their  rank  and  to  re- 
eive  the  pay  such  rank  intitled  them  to  receive. 

Resolved,  That  no  more  (Dolonels  be  appointed  in  the  infantry; 
ut  where  any  such  commission  is  or  shall  become  vacant,  the  bat- 
alion  shall  be  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  who  shall  be 
illowed  the  same  pay  as  is  now  granted  to  a  Colonel  of  infantry, 
md  shall  rise  in  promotion  from  that  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier; 
md  such  battalion  shall  have  only  two  field  officers,  viz.  a  Lieu- 
enant  Colonel  and  Major,  but  it  shall  have  an  additional  Captain. 
May  29  1778.  Resolved,  That  no  persons  hereafter  appointed 
ipon  the  civil  staff  of  the  army  shall  hold  or  be  intitled  to  any 
ank  in  the  army  by  virtue  of  such  staff  appointment. 

June  2,  1778.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  herein  after  men- 
ioned  be  entitled  to  draw  one  ration  a  day,  and  no  more;  that 
'here  they  shall  not  draw  such  ration,  they  shall  not  be  allowed 
ny  comx)en8ation  in  lieu  thereof. 

And  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  live  in  a  manner  be- 
aming their  stations. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  sums  be  paid  to  them  monthly  for 
beir  subsistence,  viz. 

To  every  Colonel,  f50  per  month;  to  every  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
40;  to  every  Major,  |30;  to  every  Captain,  f20;  to  every  Lieuten- 
ut  and  Ensign,  flO;  to  every  Regimental  Surgeon,  f30;  to  every 
tegimental  Surgeon's  Mate,  f  10;  to  every  Chaplain  of  a  brigade, 
150. 
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Kiwolrod,  That  nabfriirtence  money  be  allowed  to  oflleaiiri 
aihfm  on  the  »taff  in  lien  of  extra  ratimw^  and  that  lienoeforwal 
nono  of  them  be  allowed  to  draw  more  than  one  ration  a  daj. 

OrdcfHly  Thiit  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  be  directed  ti 
r('|Kirf  to  i^ongrenn  an  soon  as  poMible  such  an  allowance  u  fkj 
fthail  lliink  udcquate  to  the  atation  ol  the  respectiye  offlcennl 
prrHonN  oniploycd  on  the  staff. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

OHABLBS  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


In  Oongress,  June  6, 1778. 
KKSOLVKl),  That  the  Besolntion  of  Congress  of  the  2d  o( 
JuiuN  n*hitivo  to  the  Subsistence  Money  to  be  allowed  to  oiBceii 
ill  (ho  i\mtinontul  St^rvice,  be  extended  to  all  Militia  or  other 
Troo|m  whioh  may  from  time  to  time  be  called  into  the  Contises- 
ttil  S^Tvioo,  or  which  mav  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  a  spmd 
KrKoliuton  of  i\>ii|;r%Me(s. 

Kxtmot  from  the  Minutes* 

OHARLBS  THOMSON.  Secretsrr. 


In  Cvngn-«k  Jane  Sih  177^- 
\\  lu^i^Mv  ;»io  «A|H»r:;irion  of  pn^vk^ums  frxnn  thtise  STat<«  bJih 
*H%av:oiuM  tu'i.  l^  d.rt^i  u!:\  iu  j'Twurins:  $ai^»iie»  ft>r  oar  Arm:«<: 
,^jut  l«\  :hr  .apnin  or  \f>ai«'.s  .>^n.>riK^  in  *nob  rxiN>rTarK>a.  the 
.*vtf,:,*  of  '.^i  ifivr.v^  **-^ixt^  Nva  fT^^\i  frvvBi  d«7v<siK«^  that  wosid 
Kn^  \  -s-  ^r\M :  \^  f  r.i  t'^*  r -,*  s**V.  : >.  *  r  o j»  ru :  ':o  a* :  AZhl  v V*rva«  f ijr  tV 
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ind  a«,  from  the  distance  of  the  States  from  Congress,  &  the 
liferent  periods  of  assembling  their  legislatures,  the  good  end  of 
*ueh  embargo  would  be  wholly  frustrated,  should  Congress  not 
[»r(K*eed  to  impose  the  embargo;  therefore 

Re$K)lved,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  it  hereby  is  laid,  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  wheat,  flour,  rye,  indian  corn,  rice,  bread,  bei»f, 
pork,  bacon,  live  stock  &  other  provisions  from  any  of  these 
United  States  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  June  instant,  until 
the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  revoked  by 
Congress.  Provided  that  this  embargo  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  taking  on  board  such  provision  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  stores  only  of  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war  or  others  trading 
to  &  from  these  States. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective 
States  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  the  fore- 
going resolution  into  immediate  execution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  secy. 


[No.  1490.] 
Colonel  Hopkins  Asks  for  the  Exemption  of  Aaron  Hill. 

Amenia  June  9  1778. 
Sir,  At  the  Bequest  of  Mr.  Aaron  Hill,  the  Bearer,  I  woud  In- 
form Your  Excellency  that  he  has  £300  or  more  worth  of  hides  in 
the  Lime  &c.  is  Single  handed,  and  Cant  get  any  man  that  under- 
stands tanning  to  take  Care  of  them;  if  he  Should  march  for  the 
month  in  the  present  Detachment,  the  Leather  will  certainly  be 
Ruined,  which  is  others  Property;  would,  therefore,  Becomniend 
him  to  your  Excellency  as  an  object  for  a  Special  Exemption  from 

Military  Duty.    I  am  S'r  yours  &c. 

Boswell  Hopkins,  Colo. 
To  his  Excellency  Goven'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  1491.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Orderg  Colonel  Hopkins  to  Send  a  Detail  /or 
Chuard  at  the  Poughkeepsie  Jail. 

Pougbkeepsie  9th  June  1778. 

Sir,  I  must  request  that  out  of  the  present  Detachment  of  Militia 

under  your  Command  jou  send  to  thifi  Place  a  Subaltern  &  20  Men 

including  Non  Commissioned  Officers.    They  are  to  relieve  an 

equal  Number  of  Colo.  Du  Bois  Regiment  now  as  a  Guard  over 

the  Prisoners  confined  at  this  Place;  of  Course  you  will  Eeturn 

them  on  Command;  they  are  to  draw  their  Provissions  from  the 

Store  at  Fifihkill,  therefore  it  will  be  best  that  the  bring  for  one 

Week  with  them.    It  is  necessary  that  the  Officer  &  Men  be  active 

at  least  trusty  considering  the  Nature  of  their  Business.    Capt. 

Conkling  tells  me  that  a  Number  of  the  Men  in  the  present  Claw 

are  out  afi  Teamsters  &  are  led  to  believe  by  the  Quarter  Master 

that  they  are  to  be  exempted  which  is  not  to  be  the  Case  for  anj 

longer  Time  than  they  are  actually  in  that  Service.    I  am  vonr 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

To  Colo.  Hopkins.  [G.  C] 


[No.  1492.] 

THE  MILITIA  TO  MARCH  TO  PISHKILL. 

Ocorge  Clinton  Suspects  a  Number  of  Tories  ifiM  be  found  Atmg 

them. 

Poughkeepsie  9th  June  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday.   The 

Contents  with  re8]>ect  to  Major  Hamil  will  be  duely  observed; 

I  cond  wish,  however,  to  be  favoured  with  the  additional  Kvi- 

denoe  the  Genl.  has  received  of  his  Guilt,  to  lay  before  theCaift- 

miHsioners  as  they  may  doubt  the  Propriety  of  continuing  hu^ 

long  in  Close  Confinemeiit.  wpow  b^re  Suspicion  nothing  dw 

bitberto  has  appeared  \o  Wiem. 
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The  Militia  ordered  into  actual  Service  from  tbi«  County  are 
to  march  this  Day  or  Tomorrow  Morning.  By  my  Orders,  they 
are  to  rendevouz  at  Fishkill  &  there  wait  for  further  Orders 
which  I  expect  they  will  receive  thro'  you.  As  these  Drafts  are 
indiscriminately  made,  doubtless  you  will  have  a  proportion  of 
Tories  among  them.  I  woud,  therefore,  recommend  a  Sepera- 
tion  of  the  Clean  from  the  unclean.  The  later  will  answer  better 
for  Fatiegue  at  the  Fort  than  in  the  Field.  Colo.  Hopkins  is 
to  command  those  from  this  County  with  whom  I  wish  you  to 
advise  on  this  Subject.  They  are  to  be  relieved  at  the  End  of  the 
Month  after  their  arival  at  the  Place  of  Rendevouz  by  an  equal 
Number  if  necessary.  Those  from  Ulster  &  Orange  are  to  ren- 
devouz at  the  Fort  under  Colo.  Malcom. 

I  have  a  Number  of  Spears  belonging  to  the  State  which  if 
wanted  at  the  Fort  as  I  think  they  will  the  Continent  I  believe 
may  purchase.    Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 


G.  C. 


fTo  Col.  Malcom.] 


[No.  1493.] 

^tums  of  a  Detachment  of  Colonel  Allison^s  Regiment  on  Fatigue 
Duty  at  West  Point  in  March  and  April 

A  Return  of  a  Detachment  of  Col.  Allison's  Regt.  who  served 

^  a  Fatigue  Party  at  West  Point  in  March  and  April  1778. 


Col. 

Lt.Col. 

Maj. 

Capt. 

Subalt. 

SUf 

1 

Sergt. 

Corp. 

Dr.& 
life 

PrlTates. 

gM»K  JaelnoB 

1 

5 

2 

1 
8 

8 

8 
8 
8 

1 
8 

1 
1 

S5 
10 
18 
90 
18 

1 

6 

1 

11 

4 

85 

» 10 177a 


B«bV't«*«^\Jb.O(3^ 
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[No.  1494.] 

A  8maU  RequisUum. 

S'r.  IMiver  to  T'olonel  Lewis  Dobois  or  his  Order  Two  Pieca 

of  Ozuabrigs  for  the  ase  of  his  Regt.  taking  a  Bee't  ic  chirgnf 

the  same  to  the  Regt. 

Given  at  Pookeepsie  this  10th  June  1778. 

Geo:  ClintoiL 

Thii^  Oznabrigs  is  to  serve  for  Pockets,  Lining  &ea.  for  olottb*( 

making  for  the  Regt. 

Mr.  John  Henrv,  Commiss'y  '&esL 


[No.  1495.] 

UoiX'^i-nor   Clinton   Writes   General   Oates  in  Regard   to  CaptaiM 
Machines  Pay  RoU. 

Poughkeepsie  10th  June  1778. 
iK^iu*  Sir,  I'apt.  Machine  who  (with  my  Advice)  was  appointed 
hv  lienl.  Putnam  to  the  Man«agement  &  Direction  of  fixing'the 
i'hiUu  ^^  sinking  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  for  the  Obstroction 
ol  Huibkurs  River,  called  upon  me  to  examine  &  Certify  tbe 
k^v  Holla  &  abstracts  for  the  Artificers  imployed  in  that  Service, 
%hWh  he  tells  me,  understood  was  necessary  in  order  to  their 
\4ii4Vluiug  a  Warrant  for  Payment:  1  have  Inspected  the  Pay 
Hg4)ii  ji  (bo  1  have  no  Reason  to  doubt,  but  that  they  are  ju^t 
j^  KlUllilil  to  lie  paid  yet  as  I  have  not  had  the  immediate  Superin- 
WM^HUCO  ot  (hat  Business.  The  Accounts  can  derive  no  Aa- 
ilWiMlWUy  tvinu  my  Ortiflcate  &  no  Returns  have  been  made  to 
ijM>  v^(  I  ho  Ardtlcers  from  Time  to  Time  imployed.  I  conceive 
V^^  *^  KU  luipropriety  in  my  Certifying  them.     I  flatter 

bine  must  have  missuuderstood  you  &  a  Cer 
"  His  having  been  duely  appointed  to  the 
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Management  of  the  Business  is  all  that  was  required  for  if  any 
Certificates  are  necessary  in  the  present  Case  they  were  equally 
BO  for  the  Payment  of  the  artificers  imployed  at  the  Fort,  yet 
these  accounts  &  other  Expences  incurred  there  have  been  paid 
without  any. 

The  Artificers  imployed  under  Capt.  Machin  have  large  ar- 
rearages due  &  are  thereby  greatly  distressed  and  discontented. 
[  am  perswaded  it  will  promote  the  Service  to  have  them  paid 
3ff  and  if  when  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  &  con- 
versing on  this  Subject  it  shoud  appear  that  there  is  any  thing 
Necessary  &  proper  for  me  to  do  in  this  Matter  it  shall  be  done. 

I  thank  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  9th  Instant.     I  cant  see 
^hat  more  you  coud  possibly  do  for  the  Frontiers.     Genl.  Ten 
Broeck  has  my  Orders  to  call  out  as  many  of  his  Brigade  as  he, 
yf\ih  the  Advice  of  Genl.  Stark  may  conceive  necessary,  to  repell 
the  Incursion  of  the  Enemy  &  aford  Protection  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants.   The  fourth  Part  of  two  Regts.  in  Ulster  County  are  also 
ordered  for  this  Service.    This  will  of  Course  diminish  the  Rein- 
forcement I  meant  for  you  which  on  the  approach  of  the  Enemy 
I  must  endeavour  to  make  good   from   some  other   Quarter. 

Yours  Sincerely 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  Gates.] 


[No.  1496.] 

Stephen  Bams  Assistant  Commissary  of  Purchases  Complains  to  the 
Assistant  Commissary  of  Issues. 

Bur,  As  I  am  embai'ressed  by  Engrossers  from  the  West  side 
^  the  North  river;  If  there  Cannot  be  a  stop  made  to  that  trade, 
J  shall  not  be  able  in  three  weeks  time,  to  farnish  yon  witii  one 
pound  of  Beef.    Last  week,  thirty  head  of  Cattle  were  droTe  off 
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where  I  had  been  and  encouraged  the  people  to  pot  their  Cattle  ] 
up  to  fat,  and  I  hear  that  they  are  a  buying  this  week  again. 

You  Can  stop  their  Cattle  at  the  Ferryes;  all  Cattle  that  hue  | 
not  the  Continental  brand  on  them  belong  to  these  engrosaen. 

We  have  long  had  bad  beef;  I  have  taken  pains  to  encoangej 
the  people  to  fatten  their  Cattle,  that  we  might  have  the  bed 
made  better  for  being  fatter.    But  if  these  men  Can't  be  stopt, 
we  must  go  without  any  beef;  they  have  raised  the  prices  el  I 
beef  more  than  30  pr.  Cent,  last  week. 

Whether  they  Carry  their  Cattle  to  store,  or  where  I  know  not; 

but  they  have  no  rite  to  Purchase  any  Cattle  on  the  East  Side 

of  the  North  river:  I  shall  rely- that  you  will  use  your  Influence 

to  stop  their  trade.    Remain  your  Most  Obedient  Serv't 

Stephen  Bams  A.  C.  P. 
June  10th  1778. 

To  Jonathan  Fitch  A.  C.  Issues.    (Copy.) 


[No.  1497.] 
Returns  of  a  Detachment  of  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingstones  Uomt 

Regiment. 
A  Return  of  Men  that  have  been  on  Duty  out  of  the  tentb 
Regiment  of  the  County  of  Albany  Commanded  by  Colo.  Petef 
R.  Livingston  since  the  first  of  January  1778. 


iMjar  BenoBS  In 
llMB«|la«Bl 


At  Albany    At  EUutton 

for  4      ;       for  9 

Months        Months 


At  Fishldll  iHired  in  the' 
for  One  SUndlng    i     TidUI 

Month.  forcM 


a»talo  Joteph  Elllbt 
DattvartdlotteCure 

oC  AadrfM  HerinADie 

Cbpi.  oM  of  the 

8ap«tei«Kluits 
CtaCUMiiMtl  TMi  Broeck 


»> 


60 
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Manor  Livingston  10  Jane  1778. 

Sir,  The  abore  is  a  Return  of  the  Men  as  Ordered  out,  most 

which  have  been  in  Service;  some  few  was  excused  being 

ling  and  some  dismissed  at  Albany.    There  is  about  80  Ordered 

It  with  Capt.  Ten  Broeck;  some  have  marched  and  others  have 

a.ve  to  go  home  and  join  the  Corps  at  Fish  Kill,  being  unpro- 

ded;  about  20  dismissed  as  Invalids;  few  or  none  have  arms, 

lere  not  being  80  good  arms  in  the  whole  Regiment,  near  150 

"ins  having  been  takeing  away  by  Orders  in  the  beginning  of 

le  War,  and  near  50  more  by  persons  out  of  Claverack  and  the 

astren  adjacent  Districts  and  never  accounted  for.    Your  Very 

:iimb.  Ser't 

Peter  R.  Livingston. 

o  Robert  Benson,  Esqr.  Aid  de  Camp  to  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1498.] 

^wemor  Clinton  Advises  An  Expedition  to  Attack  the  Enemy  at 

VnadUla. 

Poughkeepsie  11th  June  1778. 
D  r  Sir,  By  the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter*  from  Genl.  Gates 
Fou  will  learn  that  Alden's  Regim't  is  to  continue  in  your  Quar- 
ter and  the  Measures  which  are  taken  to  get  an  additional  Force 
for  the  Security  of  tbe  Western  Frontiers.  I  am  perswaded, 
lowever,  that  no  Force  that  can  be  collected  will  be  able  to 
afford  full  Protection  to  the  Inhabitants  unless  the  flying  Party 
by  whom  they  are  distressed  can  be  routed  at  the  Places  where 
thej  usually  renderonz.  This  I  am  informed  is  Unadilla.  I 
^ond,  therefore,  advise  an  Expedition  againgt  that  Plac:^  \1  ^^\s^ 


*Not  found. 
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&  Genl.  Stai*k  to  whom  I  have  wrote  on  the  Subject  shall  judge 

it  practicable.    The  Force  you  will  soon  have  in  your  Quarter 

including  a  Proportion  of  your  Militia  &  that  of  Tryon  Coanty 

will  be  fully  competent  for  the  Puriwse.    I  am  Sir  with  great 

Kegard  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[Q.  C] 
Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1499.] 

Makes  the  Same  Suggestion  to  Oeneral  Stark  and  Offers  to  Sefid 

Reinforcements. 

Poughkeepsie  11th  June  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  informed  that  Unidilla  is  the  place  on  the 

Western  Frontier  at  which  the  Tories  and  Savages  who  have 

lately  committcHl   Hostilities   on   the   Inhabitants  assemble  & 

rendevouz.    An  Exi>edition,  therefore,  ag't  them  at  that  Place 

if  practicable  and  attended  with  Success  woud  in  my  Oppinion 

be  the  only  effectual  Means  for  giving  Security  to  the  Inhabi 

tants  against  the  future  Ravages  of  this  flying  Party.     I  have 

written  to  Oenl.  T(*nbroeck  on  this  Subject  &  desired  him  to 

advise  with  you  on  the  propriety  of  this  Measure  &  in  Case  vou 

approve  of  it,  I  have  dii'Ci^ttHl  him  &  Colo.  Clock  of  Tryon  Coonty 

to  furnish  such  Proportion  of  th(»ir  Militia  as  with  such  other 

Troops  as  can  l>e  collected  shall  be  competent  for  this  Senice. 

I  am  Sir  with  great  Kegard  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Hon'ble  Brig'r  Oenl.  Starke. 


[No.  1500.] 
Association  of  New  Windsor  Exempts. 
At  a  met*ting  of  the  Exempts  of  New  WindBor  Precinct,  the 
11th  Day  of  June  1778,  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the  he^aiiM 


Public  Papbus  of  Gbougb  Clinton.  449 

for  the  State  of  New  York,  directing  that  all  the  Exempts  from 
Sixteen  to  fifty  five  years  of  age  shall  asociate  themselves  into 
Companies,  we  the  Subscrijbers,  being  mett  agreeable  to  said 
act,  do  recommend  Mathew  Dubois  for  Captain,  James  Burnet 
for  first  Lieutenant,  and  John  L.  Moffat  for  second  Lieut.  Pray- 
ing that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
would  be  Pleased  to  send  Commissions  to  the  aforesaid  Persons. 

Nathan  Smith,  Alex'r  Denniston,  John  Hallock,  Isaac  Hodge, 
George  Johnston,  John  Lee,  Jacob  Wiggons,  Jno.  McClaghry, 
James  Duboice,  John  Burnet,  Sam'l  Ginnings,  Jam's  Denniston, 
John  Davis,  William  Edmonston,  Thos.  Burnet,  Thos.  Belknap, 
Isaac  Stonehouse,  James  Horton,  Henry  Palmer,  Robt.  Smith, 
John  Elliot,  Benj'n  Youngs,  Corn's  Wood,  Jed'h  Belknap,  Nath'l 
Liscomb,  Hugh  Humphry,  James  Waugh,  Robt.  Bukannan, 
James  Bell,  Silvaneus  Dos^nbury,  John  Galloway,  John  Dill, 
James  Guibson,  John  Finly,  Caleb  Dill. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  the  Association  and  Recommenda- 
tion of  the  Persons  whose  Names  are  thereunto  set  this  25th 

June  1778. 

Mathew  Dubois. 
To  His  ExcelPy  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  1501.] 

BRANT  AT  HIS  OLD  TRICKS. 

Ambushes  a  Party  from  Fart  Schuyler  and  Escapes  With  Scalps. 

Port  Schuyler  11th  June  (10  o'clock  P.  M.)  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency;  A  very  melancholy  Affair,  that 

has  this  day  happened  here  induces  me  to  write  to  you,  sir,  by 

this  opportunity  as  possibly  the  Intelligence  might  not  come  so 

early  by  another  Hand.    Myself  and  Enrign  Spore  had  partiefl 

on  Fadgne  to  Day;  my  party  was  employed  in  the  GarrliOQ  ^t 
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Ml*.  Spore's  (which.  coiiBisted  of  26  meA)  was  proTUiag  Tate] 
for  the  Works,  between  the  place  where  mj  misfortwie  happt 
and  Fort  Bull  abont  3  miles  from  the  GarriM»:  He  haitm^ 
Wagiirons  in  his  party,  one  of  which  belonged  to  an  InbaU 
of  the  Oemian  Flats  who  drove  it  and  had  hia  aon  with  Un  a 
Rov  of  abont  14  years  of  a|E^.    Mr.  Spore  aent  thla  Waggm  «f 
with  a  Load,  and  with  it  was  one  Jeremiah  Smith  a  Soldier  wia 
with  the  Boy  and  Waf^goner  made  3  persona  all  unarmed.  The 
Wa^i^gon  had  not  proceeded  far  before  it  waa  attacked  by  a  put; 
of  Indians,  supposed  to  [be]  headed  by  Brant,  that  Infcnd 
Savage  that  lately  massacred  the  Inhabitanta  of  Jacobos  KilL 
Smith  was  shot  thro'  the  Body,  Tomahawked  ft  Scalped  til 
must  have  died  immediately.    The  Waggoner  waa  ahot  throsgh 
the  Flesh  of  the  left  arm  near  the  Shodlder  and  the  Bullet  case 
out  at  his  Shoulder  Blade;  after  which  (as  Br.  Woodmlf  sop- 
pones  by  the  api>earance  of  the  Wound)  he  waa  acalped,  aid 
then  Tomahawked  on  the  back  imrt  of  the  Scnll,  which  is  fri^ 
tured  so  bad  rhat  the  Dr.  has  little  hopes  of  hia  reeorerjt  tho 
he  still  retains  his  senses.     He  immediately  when  the  party 
came  to  the  place  inquired  for  his  Son.    The  woa  mn  off  while 
these  Hell  Hounds  were  busy  scalping  the  Father  and  escaped 
unhurt.    Thore  was  two  parties  sent  out  immediately  after  them 
but  to  no  puriK>se;  they  returned  this  Evening  witboni  any  In- 
telligence.   These  Indians  (as  is  supposed)  have  been  lurking 
al»out  here  some  Tiuie— three  Ihiys  ago  two  of  them  was  dis- 
coveriHl  by  one  of  our  tVntinots  as  he  said  bat  was  not  then 
believi>d.     I  am  suspicious  that  more  of  the  like  barbarity  will 
be  perpetrated  at  this  place  as  these  Infemals  seem  to  watch 
every  opportunity  to  murder  us.     I  am  sir  your  moat  Obedient 

J.  Oregg. 

[To  Governor  George  CUnton.^ 
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[No.  1502.] 

Copy  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elihu  Martinis  Commission. 

lie  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  Grace  of  God  Free 

I  Indipendant. 

'o  Elihu  Mervin  E}«quire  Greeting:  We  reposing  especial  truet 

1  confidence,  as  well  in  your  Patriotism,  conduct  and  loyalty, 
in  your  valour  and  Readiness  to  do  us  good  and  faithful  ser- 

2  Have  appointed  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  Do 
»oiiit  and  Ck)n8titute  yon  the  said  Elihu  Marvin  Lieutenant 
onel  of  the  Regimeirt  of  militia  in  the  County  of  Orrange, 
ereof  Jesse  Woodhul  Esquire  is  Colonel. 

fou  are  therefore  to  take  the  said  Regiment  into  your  charge 
I  care  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  thereof  and  duly  to  exercise  the 
cers  and  Soldiers  of  that  Regiment  in  Arms,  who  are  hereby 
amanded  to  obey  you  as  their  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  you  are 

0  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions,  as  you 
ill  from  time  to  time  receive  from  our  General  and  Commander 
Chief  of  the  militia  of  our  said  staite,  or  any  other  your  superior 
cers,  according  to  the  Rules  and  discipline  of  war  in  pursu- 
2e  of  the  Trust  rex>osed  in  you:  and  for  so  doing.  This  shall  be 
ir  Commission  for  and  during  our  good  pleasure,  to  be  signi- 

1  by  our  council  of  appointments.  In  testimony  whereof,  w^e 
ire  caused  our  Seal  for  military  Commissions  to  be  hereunto 
ixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  George  Clinton 
quire  our  Governor  of  our  State  of  New  York  General  and 
mmander  in  chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy 
the  «ame,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  our  said  (>oun- 

of  appointment,  at  Poughkeepsie — the  twenty  first  day  of 
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February  in  the  second  year  of  our  Indipendanee,  and  in  the  mr 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  Eight. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
Passed  the  secretary's  OflQce  June  12th  1778.     By  his  Excel- 
lency's Command. 

Abr'm  B.  Bancker,  D'y  Secretary. 


[No.  1503.] 
Peter  R,  Livingston  Suggests  a  Company  of  Rangers  for  Proteetinn 

Against  Robbers. 

Manor  Livingston  12  June  1778. 

D'r  sir,  I  Rec'd  your  Orders  by  Capt.  Ten  Broeck  and  am  ex- 
ceeding glad  you  have  sent  a  party  of  men  up  to  force  the  Drafts 
down,  as  without  there  is  no  makeing  them  stnrr.  I  have  givcD 
only  two  men  that  were  very  unwell,  leave  to  stay  home  tiltsucb 
time  thoy  were  better  than  to  join  their  Corps.  There  were  10 
or  12  jH^rmitted  before  I  came  home  by  Majors  Ten  Broeik  & 
Jansen,  for  the  same  reason  to  stay  till  tbey  were  better,  the  rBt 
so  as  to  make  at  least  a  full  Company  of  60  men;  hope  to  Comple 
to  go  down  as  unless  these  two  Classes  are  forced  to  attend  or 
made  examples  of  the  next  will  not  do  any  duty  in  rotation;  tou 
may  depend  1  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  force  every  Soul 
to  go.  Have  immediately  Issued  Orders  to  the  Adjutant  to  Order 
out  all  the  Companies  and  have  Ordered  the  Capts.  to  Inform  tbe 
Drafts  that  if  they  will  immediately  attend,  they  will  not  be 
punished,  but  if  they  oblidge  us  to  apprehend  them  they  most 
expect  the  rigour  of  the  law. 

We  have  these  two  days  past  had  out  the  greatest  part  of  tie 
Regt.  scouring  the  woods  for  Robbers;  three  very  considerable 
ones  have  been  Committed  upon  my  ne^irest  neighbours  and  eveij 
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mail  feare  it  will  be  hig  torn  next.    I  wish  the  Govoiior   would 

permit  a  Compaiij  of  Rangere  to  k(*ep  in  lliis  District;  it  would 

be  of  very  great  aid  to  the  Cause  and  keep  our  Enemies  in  gcnid 

order;  wisih  the  Qovenor  may  see  it  in  that  point  of  light.    The 

Speaker  will  explain  mattera  to  him  on  that  head.    Your  Verry 

Hn'le  aer't 

Peter  R.  Livingston. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1504.] 
MILITIAMEN  AVOID  THE  DRAFT. 

Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston  Suhmita  His  Complaints  to  Oovcmor 

Clinton. 

Hermitage  13  June  1778. 
Dear  Govenor,  In  Obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Order,  the 
one  fourth  of  my  Regiment  being  the  Ciafis  No.  1  and  2,  were 
immediatly  Ordered  out  together  with  such  Officers  whose  duty 
it  waB  to  take  the  first  tour  of  Service;  altho'  every  man  was  duly 
warned  to  attend  only  21  marched  from  the  Parade  with  Capt. 
Ten  Broeck;  upwards  of  80  men,  besides  the  four  officers  were 
in  this  first  tour,  two  of  which  on  Acc't  of  their  real  illness  I  per- 
mitted to  stay  till  they  were  better,  upon  their  promifsing  to 
join  as  soon  as  they  were  better.  Ten  or  12  more  were  excused 
by  the  Majors,  Ten  Broeck  &  Jansen  by  the  advice  of  their  respec- 
tive Captains;  all  the  remainder  being  upwards  of  60,  were 
ordered  to  join  the  next  day  on  the  Post  road.  Sorry  I  am  by  Capt. 
Ten  Broeck's  return  to  find  so  very  few  have  attended.  By  the 
orders  now  Bec'd  by  Capt.  Ten  Broeck  and  by  the  Aid  he  has 
with  him,  liope  to  be  able  to  compleat  his  Company.  Your 
Ezcel'7  ^V  '^^  Asabnred  we  shall  exert  outaeVv^  Vq  \}a&  xjXmi^^v. 
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to  make  them  all  go;  no  man  sihall  be  excused  by  me  except  the 
above  two  on  acc't  of  their  Sickness.  Have  ordered  every  Ca|»t 
to  call  out  his  Company  and  to  acquaint  the  Glasses  whose  t<iur 
of  duty  it  is  now  to  go  to  Fishkill,  that  your  ExcelJencj  will 
forgive  them  if  they  immediately  attend;  if  not  and  they  con- 
.tinue  obstinate  that  they  must  expect  to  be  dealth  with  accord- 
ing to  Law  and  to  have  every  one  apprehended  and  sent  down 
under  Gaurd. 

Our  District  has  been  in  continual  allarm  by  the  repeated  and 
dairing  Robberies  that  have  been  Committed  around  us.  I  have 
had  out  the  greateet  part  of  the  Regim't  these  two  days  but  to 
no  purpose.  I  am  obFd  before  I  can  git  any  man  to  sturr  a  step, 
to  become  security  for  their  pay  without  which  can  git  no  man 
to  leave  hie  house.  If  your  Excelle'y  would  let  us  have  a  (.'ora 
pany  of  Rangers  to  keep  in  our  Woods  it  would  have  a  good 
Effect  on  our  bad  fellows  and  make  them  do  their  duty  when 
called  upon  and  prevent  in  a  great  measure  any  future  Robberi<i 
Mr.  Moore  one  of  my  nearest  neighbours  that  was  robbed  told  me 
that  they  informed  him  that  in  14  days  they  would  see  sometliiug 
else. 

We  are  fearful  of  an  attact  again;  in  short,  hope  the  men  that 
are  now  here  may  do  some  good.  There  goes  one  Wandle  Yager 
that  has  been  taken  up  by  this  party  and  is  in  one  of  the  classee, 
that  has  constantly  refused  to  do  any  Duty  whatever;  he  was 
drafted  for  a  four  months  man  but  refused  going  and  has  been 
concerned  in  many  bad  schemes,  and  unless  some  example  is  made 
of  him,  others  will  act  in  the  same  way;  he  has  a  universal  bad 
Charecter.     Your  Excellencye's  Verry  Humb.  Ser't 

Peter  R.  Livingston. 
To  Hie  Excellency  George  CWwVow,  Yiv^^x  ftwi. 


Public  Pateus  of  OtxiRCiB  Clintox.  455 

[No.  1505.] 

Oeneral  Qates  Directs  that  Ensign  Man  he  held  UniU  Regularly 

Exchanged. 

Peeks-kill  13th  June  1778. 
Sir,  When  I  waited  on  the  Hon'We  Maj'r  Genl.  Gates  I  ac- 
quainted him  of  a  Vessel  going  to  N.  York  in  a  few  Days  with 
a  Flagg,  in  which  Vessel  Ensign  Man  was  to  be  sent,  The  Gen- 
eral appeared  surprised,  and  desired  that  he  should  be  detaind 
untill  he  is  regularly  Exchanged,  for  reasons  the  General  does 
not  chuse  to  furnish  Mr.  Man,  but  from  what  I  can  learn  he  has 
been  a  bitter  &  inhuman  Enemy.     I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  & 

Most  Humble  Serv't 

John  Adam  D.  C.  of  Prisoners. 
His  ExceFy  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1506.] 

Mr.  Delamater  Requests  the  Command  of  the  Rangers  and  Pictures 

a  Reign  of  Terror. 

Sir;  our  times  Seems  vary  dangarous  at  prisent  by  what  your 

Excel,  will  find  by  the  be^j*ers  of  these;  authoritey  Seems  at  an 

aiid;  field  oflBcirs  Seems  wont  Justisess;  we  have  none;  Comrait- 

ties  are  al  an  and;  what  will  become  of  us  Is  unknown;  that 

thare  is  a  plot  among  the  tories  is  without  Doubt  by  the  tratnings 

thay  Give  out  and  Being  bodies  of  them  under  arms  in  the  woods, 

and  thair  Robbing  and  plundering  of  our  Neighbours  makes  us 

without  Rest  as  your  Excellencie  will  find  by  the  bearer  of  these; 

and  if  thare  is  not  a  Spedy  Relieve  I  am  afmid  we  will  all  fall 

a  pray  to  them,  Espascially  Such  as  are  Some  thing  forward  for 

the  Canse  of  the  Gentry.    If  it  Should  please  your  Excellency 

that  thare  Bhonld  be  Raisd  a  Company  of  Rangers  for  defence 

of  tbeBepartB,  and  appoint  mc  as  Gommaiidat  1  ftYiOu\QL\y&  ^^R^!^- 
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iii^  1o  Sorvo  my  Contory;  Rineo  I  am  hare  a  Livor   flifri'  as 

living]  at  prisoiit  I  have  not  by  hend;  I  Det^line  building  in  Hfii^-s 

this  Seasou;  however  your  Exeellency  will  And  by  these  Dian, 

(hat  Relieve  is  much  wanted.     I  think  us  I  very  night  in  Dangor; 

we  dare  not  lay  us  T>own  At  Rest  withtout  having  our  arms  at 

our  beds;  these  man  are  two  of  the  Sufferers  who  have  been 

Robbed  by  them;  Good,  hont^t  man  and  of  Good  Correcter.    1 

hope  your  Excellency  Shall  Send  us  a  Spedy  Relieve.    Sir,  I 

Remain  your  very  humble  Sarvent 

Abr'm  J.  Delamatter. 

East  Camp  June  14,  1778. 

P.  S.  Sir,  l^emember  me  to  mis  Clinton  and  mis  Tappen;  Dr. 
Cock  Sends  his  Compement  to  your  Excellency  and  Spouse  and 
mis  Tappen. 


[No.  1507.] 
Captain  Rockefeller  Threatens  to  Resign, 

Districk  German  Camp  Juny  14the  1778. 
Sir,  1  take  these  Opportunity  for  let  his  Excellency  Nown  who 
that  goes  in  my  Conipaynie;  whene  I  give  Ordre  for  Duty  for 
safcjty  of  other  Business  &  the  beets  Man  &  Strengest  Tone 
whene  se  goes  to  our  Colonel,  so  after  se  lawght  over  my  & 
thou  no  Duty  &  she  bin  free  &  I  can  nothing  &  the  Wighs  bin 
ofroated  there  over,  &  I  can  thou  nothing;  when  fore  take  1 
th(»  Opportunity  for  lei  his  Excellency  Nown,  that  when  no  1st 
found  other  Way  for  the  Tories,  so  I  bin  Obliged  for  give  mv 
Commission  over.     I  am  Your  Excellency  very  humble  servant 

Thyll  Rockeufeller  Capt,  in  the  10 
Rigement  in  the  County  of  Albany. 
For  his  Xelency  George  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 
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[No.  1508.] 

Cokmel   Wpnkoap  Complains  Because  His  Requests  Have  Been 

Unheeded. 

Coeyemans,  14th  June  1778. 
D'r  Gov'r,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  Inform  you  that  I  have  wrote 
at  Sundry  times  to  Genl.  Gates  &  other  Commanding  oflScers  at 
West  Point,  Giving  a  State  of  the  Works  carrying  on  here,  with 
an  acco't  of  what  articles  I  am  in  want  of  to  compleat  the  Gun 
Boats,  Such  as  anchors,  Cabbies  &  Sail  Cloth,  which  are  not  to 
be  had  in  Albany,  at  the  same.time  requested  to  be  favoured  with 
instructions  about  the  nufliber  of  Boats  I  am  to  build  here,  & 
what  to  do  with  those  finished  from  time  to  time,  to  which  the 
Least  attention  has  not  been  Given,  nor  have  I  in  consequence 
thereof  been  fav'd  with  the  Least  information.  Two  Boats  are 
finished  having  each  a  6  pound'r  in  her  Bow,  the  Largest  Cannon 
to  be  had  in  Albany;  five  more  now  Busy  in  Laying  their  plat- 
forms, the  Keel  Laid  of  another,  and  Timber  for  about  Two  more. 
1  shall  be  happy  in  reciving  the  needful  orders,  with  information 
how  I  am  to  procure  the  articles  wanted  to  compleat  the  Boats. 
I  am  with  great  Regard,  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Corn's  D.  Wynkoop. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1509.] 

THE  ONEIDA  INDIANS  ALONE  FRIENDLY. 

Futile  Effort  of  General  Schuyler  to  Induce  the  Six  Nations  to  Join 

a  Conference. 

Fort  Schuyler  June  15th  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  just  n»ceivod  an  authentic  Account  that  the  Holt 
some  time  since  sent  to  the  Cayugas  and  Sene<*as  to  call  tlioni 
to  the  proposed  meeting  at  Onondago  was  telvvtn^  \«a\.  ^^\.w\- 
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day;  what  reply  the  Senecas  made  to  it,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learm  Most  likely  they  took  no  notice  of  it,  as  of  several 
others  which  have  been  sent  for  the  same  purpose;  the  Cayugaa 
replied  that  they  could  not  attend  the  meeting  nor  did  they 
assign  any  reason  for  their  Conduct,  Yesterday  the  Onondagos 
sent  an  Express  to  Oneida  with  thi«  Account  and  further  desired 
the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  to  repair  immediately  to  Onondago, 
that  they  might  consult  together  about  returning  the  Commis- 
sioners Belt  at  Albany,  The  Oneidas  replied  that  if  they  were 
determined  to  make  no  further  Efforts  to  bring  the  other  Tribes 
to  a  sense  of  their  Duty  but  to  return  the  Belts,  it  would  be 
needless  for  them  to  go  to  Onondago,  but  proposed  their  coming 
as  soon  as  possible  to  Oneida  where  they  might  confer  upon  the 
Subject  and  thonce  proceed  to  Albany;  the  Substance  of  Mr. 
Butler's  late  Conference  with  the  Indians  at  Kanasadaga  was  to 
desire  tliem  to  attend  him  on  his  proposed  Expedition  w^hich  the 
Senecas  refused  to  do,  because  so  large  a  party  of  their  peoplo 
were  now  down  in  our  Country.  He  haa  however  collected  a 
considerable  party  of  Indians  of  various  Tribes  with  which  as 
he  gives  out,  he  is  determined  to  join  Jos'h  Brant  upon  tlio 
Frontiers  of  this  Country.  It  is  supposed  he  is  by  this  time  as 
far  on  his  way  a«  Onohogwage. 

A  Cayuga  Chief  who  commands  a  party  now  with  Brant  has 
sent  an  Express  to  the  warriors  of  his  Tribe  informing  them 
that  he  is  Surrounded  by  the  white  people  and  in  danger  of 
being  cut  off,  unless  they  afford  him  a  speedy  relief,  This  mes- 
sag<»  it  is  exi>ect(Ml  will  very  soon  bring  a  considerable  n*in- 
forcement  to  Brant's  party.  The  Oneidas  expect  nothing  but 
that  a  vigorous  war  will  be  commenced  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Six  nations  immediately  upon  the  return  of  Coni- 
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sBioner's  Belts,  and  as  Congress  have  resolved  to  give  them 
the  assistance  and  protection  which  has  been  promised,  they 
g  the  Commissioners  to  think  of  some  means  for  their  safety 
her  by  removing  them  down  among  our  Inhabitants  or  march- 
^  a  body  of  men  beyond  them,  but  this  they  mean  to  submit 
your  Determination;  they  wish  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as 
ssible,  I  have  an  Account  by  an  Onondago  Indian,  lately  re- 
ined from  Canada  that  Sir  John  Johnson  &  Coll.  Claus  had 
irched  a  body  of  men  for  Oswego,  but  were  recalled  by*  an 
press  which  overtook  them  on  the  way  below  Oswegatche, 
ave  nothing  farther  to  add  only  that  I  am  Sir  Your  most  obed't 

^ery  humble  Servant 

James  Dean  Agt. 

e  hon'ble  Major  Genl.   Schuyler   Comm'r  of  Indian  Affairs 

^orth'n  Dept. 


[No.  1510.] 

GENUINE  CAUSE  FOR  ALARM  IN  SOHOHARIE. 

yminent   Citizens  of  Schenectady  Appeal  to  the   Governor  for 

Assistance. 

Schonectady  15th  June  1778. 

lonoured  Sir,  The  distressed  situation  of  Tryon  County,  Scho- 

ie  and  indeed  the  whole  of  our  western  Frontiers,  seem  to  call 

loud  for  relief  that  we  think  we  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty, 

pve  did  not  acquaint  your  Excellency,  of  the  real  danger  our 

ntiefs  are  in;  Your  Excellency  may  depend  on  it,  that  it  is  no 

im  to  frighten  the  people,  but  a  thing  in  real  existence,  for  the 

•pie  are  flying  and  crowding  into  this  town  in  great  numbers, 

I  by  the  best  information  the  enemy  are  realy  round  about 

re,  and  are  determined  to  destroy,  and  burn  up  that  whole 

ntj,  and  uDlesa  soon  relieved  we  undoubtedly  Yw\\«^  NJc^rtj  -^'^ 
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afft^'t  it,  and  the  loss  that  will  arise  therefrom  to  the  Dnhapp?  ii- 
dividiinls  of  that  part  of  the  country  will  be  nothing,  in  compvi- 
scm  to  the  loss  of  the  United  States, -as  it  is  one  of  our  principil 
wht'at  conntrvs,  the  Enemy  having  already  taken  &  killed  a  ddb- 
IxT  of  men  horses,  &  Cattle  and  burned  up  several  houses,  in  and 
ntH>nt  Sakondapi;  being  in  full  confidence  of  yonr  Excellencj.  »on 
n  cript  hereof)  taking  such  steps,  as  you  in  your  great  irigdom, 
shall  st»e  most  fit  for  the  releif  and  preservation  of  this  unhappy 
and  distressed  country 

\A't»  are  Your  Exoc^lleney's  Most  Obedient  and  Humble  SerTants 
Kcvirr  Myndei*se,  Hugh  Mitchell,  Jacobus  Teller,  John  Covlff 
.lur..  Dirk  Van   Ingen,  Henry  Glen,  Abr*m  Oothout,  Abraham 
Fonda. 

To  His  Kxcellenoy  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  CommaDilr' 
in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


I 


[No.  mil.] 

GorVKK^NKCK  MORRIS  TO  GEORGE  CLINTON. 

Nt ports  thv  Dtaih  of  Philip  Livingston — The  Vermont  Businem  in 
I'fisatisfartorif  shape— An  Attempt  to  Ra\9C  HOOfiOO  for  Sett 
York. 

York  Town  ICtli  June  177S. 

1  am  SOI  TV  lo  inftnin  yniv  Kxrflleney  of  the  Death  of  our  friend 
and  ni\  \«My  worihv  i\»lira;:ne  Mr.  Livingsttui.*  lie  was  fnnu 
ihi'  uionn-nt  ahuusi  i»f  his  arrival  hrre  oontineil  to  his  Room  and 
on  r!'\<la.\  hisi  at  I  Mi'lork  in  ihr  Morning  paid  the  lost  Debt  u» 
naturr. 

I  havr  iM'foro  mr  a  Riport  on  I  he  Vermont  Uusint^ss.  1  do  n«»t 
think  it   adeipiate  nt»r   ran    I    prcu^id    (o  say  whether  it  will  U' 


*nuU9  UTlagilMi,  out  of  lb«  %Vi^ncT«  ot  \.\\«  vv^\»reki\«vtk  ot  lii4«oandenc«.  wu  but 

>«  tnm  M«v  ^otk  v&  vnv 
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adopted.  At  present  we  are  so  plagued  by  applications  of  tbo  most 
public  nature,  and  among  others  of  the  British  commissioners,  that 
really  the  most  important  matters  slide  by.  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  bring  this  business  on  and  endeavor  to 
procure  such  amendments  as  the  natui*e  of  the  Case  requires. 

Not  having  heard  any  Thing  upon  the  Subject  of  a  former  Let- 
ter to  you  as  to  money  matters  I  am  left  rather  in  an  awkward 
Situation  but  shall:  nevertheless  endeavour  to  obtain  from  Con- 
gress 100,000  Dollai*s  for  the  State  on  Account.  If  it  should  be 
disagreeable  it  can  be  paid  to  some  of  the  continental  Officers  in 
the  Commissary  or  Qu*r  Muster's  Line.  We  have  no  news  here 
worth  relating.    I  am  your  Excellency's  most  ob't  Serv' t 

Qouv'r  Morris. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c. 

(Copy) 


[No.  1512.] 
Difficulties  in  the  Way  of  Providing  Supplies  for  the  Army. 

Albany  June  16:  1778. 

Sir,  The  Distresses  of  the  Grand  army  and  their  freciueut  appli- 
cations to  me  for  assistance  for  a  Supply  of  beef,  of  which  Con- 
siderable Quantities  can  be  procured  in  the  Course  of  two  or  Three 
weeks  in  this  State,  but  not  at  the  prices  the  regulating  Act  has 
Prescribed,  and  which  in  a  Great  measure  must  prevent  me  of 
Given  a  Speedy  supply,  has  induced  me  to  address  your  Excel- 
lency upon  the  Subject,  that  such  ways  and  means  may  be  adopted 
as  the  Wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Legislature  may  think  Proper, 
in  order  to  Enable  me  speedily  to  Give  all  my  assistance  to  the 
relief  of  the  amdes  of  the  United  States. 

And  at  the  same  time  to  Inform  yoar  Excellency  thftt  tei» 
qnaatitiei  of  floor  are  now  held  In  this  state,  with  wUidi 
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stand  under  the  same  Difilicult.y,  though  It  is  not  so  Immeadiateh 
wanted.  Yet  It  would  be  prudent  to  secure  all  I  Posiblj  can,  be 
fore  to  much  of  It  is  carried  to  the  Eastward,  for  which  Purpose  1 
am  informed  purchases  are  dajly  made;  the  wheat  in  the  Coantrj 
is  not  intended  to  be  manufactured  into  Flour  soon,  in  Exspecta- 
tion  of  obtaining  a  Better  Price,  Although  the  Law  Oives  full 
authority  upon  Proper  application  to  Seize  any  article  that  is  with 
held,  it  m  however  attended  with  Great  Exspence,  oncertaintiee 
and  great  Delay  in  the  busyness,  and  with  so  many  Inconveniences 
that  would  make  large  Purchases  almost  an  Imposibility. 

I  am  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdt.  &  most  humble  Serv*t 

Jacob  Cuyler,  D.  C.  G.  Purchases. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr,  Gov'r  &  Ck)mdr.  &  Chief 

State  New  York. 


[No.  1513.] 
Traces  of  Indians. 

Schohary,  June  16:  177S. 
A  narrative  given  by  one  of  the  Scouts,  who  sayeth  that  iiijrh 
to  S(»rvice'8,  ho  saw  where  two  Canoes  had  been  landed,  where  hr 
found  pieces  of  leather,  by  which  he  judged  that  the  Eneuij  bad 
mended  there  Shoes.  StTvice  told  him  that  last  Sunday  eig^t 
days,  Braant  was  there  and  had  sworn  him  &  John  Doxtader,  to 
be  true  to  George  the  Third. 


[No.  1514.] 
General  Gates  Orders  a  Stop  to  the  ForestdlUng  of  Cattle. 

Pish  Kill  17th  June  177a 
Sir,  By  the  enclosed  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  putting  an  im- 
xuediate  stop  to  the  ptacWce  ol  lot%«\a\\vii%  «q&  ^AiigNMring  ^ 
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Cattle.     The  General  desired  I  would  write  jou  particularly  ou 

this  subject  and  beg  your  answers,  Governoilr  Trumbtill  has  been 

wrote  to  several  days  agoe  on  the  same  subject.    Your  answer  will 

much  oblidge,  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  humble  Ser't, 

Udny  Hay. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  1515.] 
And  Oovemor  Clinton^a  Reply. 

Poughkeepsie  June  17th  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton  to  acknowl- 
edge the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  this  Date  and  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  not  in  his  P^ower  to  prevent  Persons  from  purchasing 
Cattle  in  the  neighbouring  States.  If  the  practice  is  injurious  to 
the  public  Service  a  remedy  must  be  provided  by  authority  of  the 
State  from  whence  the  Cattle  are  procured.  His  Excellency  is 
assured  that  several  Persons  who  have  lately  purchased  Cattle  to 
the  eastward  &  taken  them  to  the  west  side  of  the  River  are  well 
aflfeeted  to  our  Cause  &  mean  to  improve  them  for  the  use  of  the 
Army.  Any  abuse  that  may  arise  by  Engrossers  in  this  State, 
his  Excellency  will  use  every  means  in  his  Power  to  prevent.    I  am 

&ca. 

Robt.  Benson. 
Colo.  Hay  D.  Qr.  Mr.  Genl. 


[No.  1516.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Not   Responsible  for   Lieutenant   Adamnon   and 

Ensign  Man. 

Poughkeepsie  17th  June  1778. 
Sir,  His  Excellency  GovV  Clinton  has  directed  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  Bec't  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  &  to  inform  you  that  he  is 
eqaallj  aurpriBcd  with  Genl.  Gates  if  you  \iii4eT«X.wA  \5aaX \kfe  \si- 
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Ulster  County  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Law  Passed  the  3d  of 
Ap.  1778. 

No.  1)  Jacob  Wood  Capt.  Corn's  Maaten  Id  Lieat.  Martin  Wey- 
gant  2d  Lieut.      Non-commissioned  officers  &  privates  63. 

No.  2)  Mathew  Johnson  Capt  Mathew  Weygaut  Id  Lieut.  John 
Bond  2d  Lieut.    Non  Commissioned  &  Privates  66  men. 

No.  3)  Siah  Robison  Capt.  Isaac  Powler  1  Lieut.  Robert  Hun- 
ter 2  Lieut.    Non  Commissioned  officers  &  privates  64  men. 

No.  4)  Jacob  Conkling  Capt.  Jacob  Lawrence  1  Lieut.  Jamei 
Kain  Jur.  2d  Lieut.  John  Crowell  Ensign.  Non  CommiBsioned 
&  privates  65  men. 

No.  5)  Samuel  Clark  Capt.  Jessen  Willkins  1  Lieut.  John  Fet- 
ter 2  Lieut.  Isaac  Hardenbergh  Ensign.  Non  Commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  66  men. 

No.  6)  Arthur  Smith  Capt.  James  Hunter  Id  Lieut.  James  Ooe 
2d  Lieut.  Jacob  Roeekran  Ensign.    Non   Commissioned   officers 

6  pnvates  65  men. 

No.  7)  John  Gillaspy  Capt.  James  Denton  1  Lieut.  Joseph 
Crawford  2d  Lieut.  Mathew  Gillaspy  Ensign  Non  Commissioned 
oHicers  &  privates  65  men. 

No.  S)  Bod  Teri)ening  Capt.  WilFm  Martin  1  Lieut.  Peter 
Decker  2d  Lieut.    Non  Commissioned  officers  &  privates  65  mtn- 

No.  1  63;  No.  2  66;  No.  3  64;  No.  4  65;  No.  5  66;  No.  6  65;  No. 

7  65;  No.  8  65;  519  Totle.    Errors  Excepted  June  18  1778.  P  me: 

Job's  Hardenbergh  Jur.  Lt.  Colo. 
To  his  Excellency  (Jeorj^e  Clinton  Esqr. 


PuBUO  Papers  of  Georgd  Clinton.  4Go 

liere  is  Reason  to  apprehend  they  were  intended  for  the  Use 
>f  the  Enemy  &  reqnesting  the  Magistmtes  &  Inhabitants  to 
nert  themselves  to  prevent  the  Wicked  Designs  of  those  People. 
A.  tramigreiBsion  of  Law  on  snch  Occassion  may  be  justified  from 
the  necessity  of  the  Case  &  the  Wickedness  of  the  Measure  which 
it  is  intended  to  prevent;  but  when  I  assure  you,  as  I  now  do^ 
that  Mr.  Howell  and  his  Neighbours  are  by  no  means  men  of 
BospidooB  Charecter,  on  the  Contrary  Zealous  Friends  to  Ameri- 
ca, whom  I  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  meant  to  pro- 
mote the  public  Service  as  well  as  their  own  Interest  by  purchas- 
ing these  Cattle  to  improve  &  sell  for  public  Use,  I  trust  their 
Cattle  will  be  returned  to  them  &  they  might  reasonably  expect 
a  Compemsation  for  their  Expence  &  Trouble,  occassioned  by 
this  extraordinary  Proceeding  ag't  them,  &  more  especially  as 
their  bringing  Cattle  out  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  is 
not  {as  I  have  learned)  prohibitted  by  any  Law  of  that  State,  & 
even  if  it  was,  the  Seizure,  in  this  can  not  be  justified. 

I  can  only  add  thatTke  Neighbourhood  in  which  Mr.  Howell 
&  hia  Neighbour,  Mr.  Mathew  Carpenter,  lives  in  Orange  County, 
18  a  Grass  Country  well  calculated  to  Improve  Cattle,  from  which 
the  army  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  last  Year  drew  Consider- 
able Supplies,  particularly  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  to  which 
it  is  contigoooB.   I  am  Sur  with  great  Regard  Your  Most  Obed't 

Beet 

G.  C. 
To  Col.  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 


[No.  1518.] 
Returns  cf  the  Clasaea  of  Colonel  HasbroucWs  Regiment. 
A  Betom  of  the  No.  of  the  Different  Classes  of  the  several 
Comp'ys  Belonging  to  Collo.  Hasbrouk's  Regiment  of  Militia  in 
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Genl.  Gates,  That  The  Militia  of  Albany  Tryon  &  Ulster  County 
(one  Regt.  of  Albany  not  to  be  trusted  on  the  Prontiera  excepted) 
are  exempted  from  that  Duty,  &  destined  for  the  Defence  &  Pro- 
tection of  the  Frontiers,  I  am  perswaded  you  will  agree  that 
proper  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  safety  of  the  Prontiere, 
&  considering  the  Militia  as  the  only  Force  whose  SerriceB  I  can 
command,  more  coud  not  have  been  done  by  me  for  their  Pro- 
tection. 

.  I  am  Gentlemen  with  due  Respect  Your 

[G.  C] 

To  Reyneir  Mynderse,  Hugh  Mitchell,  Jacobus  Teller,  John  Coy- 

ler  Jun'r.  Dirck  Van  Ingen,  Henry  Glen  Ab'm  Oothout  &  Ab'm 

Fonda  Esqrs:  Schenectady. 


[No.  1520.] 

Zadock  Wright  a  Tory  to  Be  Delivered  to  the  Mayor  of  AOoiiy. 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay — In  Conncil  Jane  18th  1778. 

Whereas  Information  is  i^eceived  by  a  Letter  of  the  10th  cnr*t 
from  Samuel  Mather,  Esqr.  of  Northampton  that  a  certain  Zadock 
Wright  E8(ir.  who  heretofore  lived  at  Hartford  upon  Connecticut 
River  in  the  State  of  New  York  went  off  to  and  received  a  Com- 
misfiion  as  a  Major  in  Peter's  Corps  from  General  Bnrgoyne  some 
Time  the  last  summer  has  been  lately  taken  near  Hartford  afore- 
said and  sent  to  the  Goal  in  Northampton  aforesaid  by  order  of 
General  Bailey. 

Ordered,  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  take  said  Wright  and  deliver  him  to  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany  and  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Satte 
inclose  a  Copy  of  this  order  to  said  Sheriff  who  is  further  directed 
to  apply  to  the  said  Mayor  for  the  Account  of  any  neoeesary  Ex- 
pence  which  may  attend  said  service.    A  true  copy. 

Mtest  John  Avery  D'y  ■ac'y. 
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[No.  1521.] 
CaUmel  HashroucVs  Statement  of  the  Extra  Services  of  His  Regiment. 

A  Betum  of  the  Extraordinary  Services  Lately  performed  by 
Gollo.  Hasbrouk'6  Regiment  of  Militia,  Since  the  12  Day  of  De- 

cem'r  1776  from  Time  To  Time;  the  No.  of  men  in  Service,  on 
what  ]ierticular  Service  &  what  Term  of  Time. 

What  Perticular  Services  has  been  performed:  ^;^  Vr^^mT^ 

First ;  at  the  alarm  Decem'r  12  1776  at  Ramapough  300    27  Dey 

2d  at  Ramapough  from  7th  of  Janu'r  21  Do  1777  100    14  Do 
3d  under  Collo.  Pawling  from  21  of  Jan'r  1777  till 

La«t  of  Ap.  1777;  at  Ramapough  200    40  Do 
4d   under  Collo.  Snyder  at  fort  Montgomery  4 

months  150  120  Do 

5d  under  Collo.  Ellison  at  fort  Montgomry  3  month  130    90  Do 
6d  at  the  alarm  in  March  1777;  when  the  B[t]ores 

waa  Distroy'd  at  Peekskill  250      4  Do 

7d  at  the  alarm  at  fort  Montgomry,  In  July  1777  460      8  Do 

8d  at  the  alarm  at  fort  Montgomry  In  Aug't  1777  500      8  Do 

9d  at  the  alarm  at  fort  Montgomry  In  Sept.  1777  400      8  Do 
lOd  at  fort  Constitution  the  1  of  Octo'r  1777  under 

the  Command  of  Maj'r  Dubois  20(^    10  Do 
lid  the  alarm  at  the  Burning  of  E^opus  in  OctoY 

1777  400    30  Do 
12d  the  Six  weeks  Service  at  Nicholos'  Point  in 

Nov'r  1777  under  the  Command  of  Collo.  Hoa- 

thom  120    4.")  Do 
13d  at  the  West  Point  in  March  &  Ap.  1778  under 

Mr.  Wianer  420      8  Do 

Given  ander  my  hand  this  18  Day  of  Jun<>  177s.     KrrorH  Ex 

cepted. 

Joh's  Hard(*nb('rgh  Lt.  Colo. 

To  Mb  BseeUencj  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1522.] 
A  British  Pass  for  a  Sloop  Up  the  Hudson  from  New  York  Oilf. 

By  Major  General  Valentine  Jones,  Commandant  of  New  York 
&e. 

The  Sloop, John  Teller,  Master,  &  the  three  hands 

named  in  the  margin,  ifi  to  be  permitted  to  return  <np  Hiite)n'i 
River,  with  Some  Furniture,  a  negroe  wench  and  Child.  She  came 
with  a  Flag  of  Truce,  and  is  ordered  back. 

Given  under  my  Hand  &  Seal  in  the  City  of  New  York  the  18" 
day  of  June  1778. 

Val :  Jones  M:  G.  &  Command't  of  New  York  &c 
By  Command  of  the  General :  John  Le  Boome  Secry. 
To  all  whom  it  may  Concern. 


[No.  1528.] 
Association  of  Exempts  in  WallhiUf  Orange  County. 

We,  the  Subseribrs  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  years,  who 
have  held  civil  or  military  Commissions  &  have  not  been  reap- 
pointed to  our  respective  Ranks  of  office  of  being  between  the  ages 
of  fifty  And  fifly  five  Years,  Do  hereby  Severally  engage,  that  we 
will  respectively  on  all  Oecations  obey  the  Orders  of  our  respective 
Commanding  officers,  and  will  in  Cases  of  Invasion  or  Incursions 
of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrections,  march  to  Repell  the  Enemy  or 
Suj)re8S  such  Insorection  in  the  like  Maner  as  the  Enrolled  militia 
are  Compelled  to  Do,  So  as  when  Called  out  in  Detachments  be 
anexed  to  any  other  Regt.  or  Company  or  be  under  the  Immediate 
Command  of  any  other  than  our  own  officers. 

Witness  our  Hands  this  19th  Day  of  June  Anno  Domini  1778. 

James  Wilkin,  ITenry  Savage,  ThoiiuiA  Johnston,  Alexander 
Fisher,  Thomas  Jamison,  William  Wilkin,  Donald  Mcknnes,  Sam- 
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lel  McOord,  Robert  Soger,  Bobert  Oarans,  George  Murry,  William 
Carpeter,  John  Everet,  David  Curwin,  James  Howel,  David  More, 
Bamuel  Mapes,  Natlien  Ames,  Jonathen  Webb,  Peter  McLaughlin, 
Oil  Brown  Janer,  Gilbord  Brown,  John  Brown,  Daved  Hartan, 
Peter  PuflP,  Wm.  Wallas,  James  Ellas,  John  MeWilliams,  John 
Wabe,  carp,  Bobart  Oeburn,  Thomas  Eager,  Perce  Manceiftld, 
Jacob  Crance. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  being  a  Majority  of  the  Associated  Com- 
pany of  Exempts  enrolled  on  the  other  Part  of  this  Sheet  of 
Paper,  Do.  hereby  recommend  to  the  Honorable,  The  Council  of 
Appointment,  James  Wilkin  to  be  our  Captain,  Samuel  McCord 
to  be  our  finst  lieutenant,  David  Currin  to  be  our  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Peter  McLaughlin  to  be  our  Ensign. 

Witness  our  Hands  this  19th  Day  of  June  1778. 

Henry  Savage,  Thomas  Johnston,  Alexander  Fisher,  Thomison 
Jamison,  William  Willkin,  Donald  Mcknnes,  Samuel  McCord, 
Robert  Boger,  Bobert  C^^s,  George  Murrey,  William  Carpetr, 
John  Everet,  James  Howel,  Daved  Moore,  Samuel  Mapes,  Nathan 
Ames,  Jonathen  Webb,  Peter  McLauchlen,  Bikart  Correntan,  Dan- 
iel McNeel,  Thomas  Eager,  Parce  Mansfild,  John  Brown,  John 
HcWilliama. 

(Endorsed:  "Agreed  &  Entred  4th  Nov'r  1778.") 


[No.  1624.] 
Pretidmt  Laurens  Forwards  Cangressional  Legislation  to  Oovemor 

Clinton, 

York  Town  20th  June  1778. 
Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency  under  the 
9th*  ft  lOthf  Inst.  &  of  presenting  to  Congress  on  the  17th  Your 

•8m  immcm  48:M34.  t  Not  founU. 
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Excellency's  favor  of  the  29  May.    The  present  serves  to  coTCf 
two  Acts  of  Congress — 

1 — of  the  4th  Inst,  recommending  a  suspension  or  Repeal  d 
Acts  of  Assembly  for  regulating  prices  of  goods. — ^this  I  appre- 
hend applies  not  to  New  York. 

2 — of  the  17th  Inst,  for  preventing  all  correspondence  betwea 
the  Enemy  &  private  persons  Citizens  of  these  United  States. 

And  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  four  of  this  days  Gazettes 
containing  Intelligence  important  &  Interesting  to  the  public 

Your  Excellency  will  have  heard  before  this  can  reach  yonr 
hands,  of  the  Enemy's  retreat  from  Philadelphia  &  probablj 
know  more  than  I  do  of  the  motions  of  the  (Commander  in  Chid 
wlio  decamped  from  Valley  Forge  the  18th  &  19th  Inst.  I  hate 
the  honor  to  be,  With  very  great  Esteem  &  Respect,  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  Obedient  hum.  serv't 

Henry  Laurens;  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


In  C^mgress;  June  4th  177S. 
\\'liereas  by  a  change  of  circumstances   in  the    commerce  of 
tlu'ee  States,  the    rej::ulation    of    prices   lately  recommended  br 
Congress  may  bo  nnnoccsary,  and    the  measure  not  being  yet 
adopted  by  all  the  States,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  that  have  adopted  it,  to  suspend  or  repeal  thdr 
laws  made  for  that  purpose. 

Extract   from  the  minnt(\s  Cluis.  Thomson  sch-j. 
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In  Congn^ss;  Jiiiic*  17th  177S. 

Whereas  many  letters,  addrossed  to  individuals  of  these  United 
States,  have  been  lately  receiveil  from  England,  through  the  con- 
veyance of  the  enemy,  and  some  of  them,  which  have  been  under 
the  inspection  of  members  of  Congress,  are  found  to  contain  ideas 
insidiously  calculated  to  divide  and  delude  the  good  people  of 
these  States: 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  several  States,  to 
exercise  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance,  and  take  the  most  eflfect- 
«al  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  so  dangerous  and  criminal  a  cor- 
respondence. 

SSesolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commanders  in 
each  and  every  military  department  be,  &  they  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  carry  the  measures  recommended  in  the  above  resolu- 
tion into  the  most  effectual  execution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  secy. 


[No.  1525.] 

Stark  and  Ten  Broeck  Favor  an  Expedition  Against  the  Schoharie 

Indians. 

Albany  20th  June  1778. 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  favours  of  the  8th*  &  llthf  Instant  I 
liave  Bec'd  with  Copy  of  General  Gates's  letter  of  the  9th  Instant. 
The  Expedition  Your  Excellency  advises,  General  Stark  &  I 
^think  Practicable,  He  tells  me  he  writes  you  fully  on  this  Sub- 
ject; what  Force  the  General  is  like  to  gett  I  don't  know;  only 
«boiit  100  of  the  Berkshire  militia  is  come  in,  &  from  what  I  can 
learn  he  means  to  keep  Alden's  Regiment  here. 

•SMfiiffM  02-483.       t  See  ptfM  447-448. 
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I  have  Ordered  one  fouilh  part  of  Colonell  Kubert  Van  K«iis 

Belaer's,  Van  Ness's,  Whiting's,  Van  Alstyn's,  Killian  Van  Kens- 

selaer's,  Schuyler's,  Nicoll'S,  Van  den  Bergh'8  &  Van  Bergen's 

Regiments  to  be  at  Albany  the  23d  Instant  to  Relieve  the  militia 

of  my  Brigade  at  Sehohary  &  in  Try  on  County.     The  Inclosed 

Papers  I  have  Received  from  Sehohary.    I  have  nothing  material 

to  Communicate  from  Tryon.     With  great  Esteem  I  remain  Your 

Excellency-s  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1526.] 
James  DeOolier  Fftceara  He  Sato  a  Large  Indian  War  Party. 
Personally  appeared  before  me  James  De  Qolier,  who  being 
duly  Sworn  deposeth  &  Saith  that  in  the  Evening  of  the  20th 
Instant,  he  was  at  Sakendago  about  1^  miles  from  his  house, 
where  he  discovered  a  number  of  Indian^  upon  their  march  to- 
wards the  MohawMvS  River  (and  believes  by  the  Course  they  toi>k 
that  they  will  Strike  the  River  near  about  the  house  of  John  B. 
Van  Epa);  that  he  was  not  above  100  yds.  from  them  &  Countiil 
u])wards  of  400  &  believed  the  w^hole  party  Consisted  of  about 
500  white  men  &  Indians  all  jminted  &  further  says  not. 

his 
James  X  de  Golier 

mark 
Sworn  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June  177S. 

Ab'm  Van  Alstyn,  Colonel. 
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dill  Escape,  afliriu,  that  Uraiidt  wan  the  Comaudcr,  and  that  bii* 
party  consistH  of  iibout  flvo  liiiiidi'cd.     Ro  much  is  certain,  that 
his  Number  enereaseth  dayly;  many  vei*y  lately  did  run  off  moved 
by  DiBaffection;  oth(»rs  join  him  moved  by  fear,  and  severall  are 
forced  to  tacke  up  Arms  af^ainst  us,  or  to  swear  Allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Britain.    We  are  informed  and  Brandt  boasted  0|)enk. 
that  he  will  be  joined  at  Unatelly,  by  Buttler,  and  that  within 
eight  Days  he  will  return  and  lay  the  whole  County  waste.    The 
dreadful!  Sight  of  Springfield  and  Andrewtown  heightened  with 
these  Reports  puts  the  i»eople  of  the  County  into  the  greatest 
Consternation;  th(»y  speack  of  nothing  but  flying    off;  Harvest 
time  is  at  Hand  &  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  Assistenee;  the  officers 
and  the  principal  Inhabitants  meet  with  the  greatest  Difficulties, 
to  persuade  the  People  to  stand  out  only  but  a  few  Days,  untill 
it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  sent  us  relief. 
Last  Sunday  Morning  I  dispached  an  Express  to  general  Ten 
Broeck,  and  di^sired  his  recoiiiendation  of  the  Situation  of  our 
County  to  your  Excellency  &  to  gen  Starks,  but  did  not  receive 
an  Answer.     Your  Excellency,  the  coraon  father  of    the  good 
People  of  this  State,  upon  whose  fatherly  Exertions  the  People 
of  this  County  reli<*th,  and  which  keepeth  the  many  poor,  the 
numerous  widows  and  the  fatherless  still  in  hopes,  will,  we  fer- 
vently pray,  grant  us  such  sjM'edy  relief,  as  your  Ex'llcy  in  yonr 
wisdom  shall  see  meet;  &  In  case  it  should  be  an  impossibility: 
to  afford  us  any  Assistance*  with  Batteaus,  to  bring  off  wifcsand 
Childern,  that  they  might  not  be  a  prey  to  a  cruel  Enemy.    ITar- 
ing  tacken  the  Liberty  to  macke   your    Excellency   acquainted 
withe  the  Situation  and  Sentiments  of  the  people  I  remain  as  in 
duty  Bound  Sir  Your  most  obc^dient  and  most  humble  Servant 

Jacob  Klock. 
To  his  Excellency  Qeorge  Clinton. 
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As  the  Prospect  of  Deliverance  approaches,  cup  Exertiou 
should  become  more  vigorous.  A  State  of  Security,  consisting 
chiefly  in  flattering  Views,  would  have  a  fatal  Tendency  to  ex- 
pose us  to  Surprise,  when  Danger  is  least  apparent:  We  are  to 
expect  another  active  Campaign;  and  besides  discharging  oar 
public  Engagements,  in  supplying  our  full  Quota  of  Continental 
Troops,  the  Militia  of  this  State  should  stand  cheerfully  readj, 
on  the  most  sudden  Call,  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army;  on 
the  Success  of  whose  Operations  depends  the  Fate  of  America. 
Let  this  Year  distinguish  us  ihim^  more  conspicuously  than  ever 
for  our  spirited  Efl'orts,  in  so  noble,  so  exalted  a  Cause.  What 
an  insidious  Foe  has  not  been  able  to  affect  by  Arms,  will  bow 
be  attempted  by  Art  and  Circumvention;  should  these  fail,  Be 
course  will  doubtless  be  had  again  to  open  Force:  Tlie  Vanity 
and  Pride  of  Britain  will  not  permit  her  to  cede  the  Empire  of 
America,  without  one  more  violent  Effort;  which  can  only  in- 
jure us  by  finding  us  unprepared.  Delusory  Laws  of  the  Brit- 
ish Senate  are  now  lendered  by  Commissioners,  appointed  for 
the  Purpose,  to  divide  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  State*, 
and  to  sooth  tlitMii  with  the  specious,  but  ruinous  Prospect  of 
Peace  and  Security,  whilst  their  Fleets  and  Armies  are  not  with- 
drawn, but  n^inforced;  and  the  revolted  Subjects,  joined  br 
Savages,  under  the  Intlnence  of  British  Emissaries,  are  encoar- 
aged  in  the  ('onimission  of  cruel  Deprivations  on  our  defem-e- 
l(*ss  frontier  Inhabitants:  These  Laws,  you  will  i*eadily  i>ercrive 
(though  in  Terms  designedly  unexpressive)  implicatively  assert 
the  absolute  Supremacy  of  Parliament,  the  Rebellion  of  America, 
and  the  discretionary  Power  of  pardoning  and  punishing  for  tte 
sup])osed  Rebellion:  Th(»y  are  unjustly  calculated  to  draw  froB 
America  her  T'ltimatum:  They  are  the  forced  Language  of  I» 
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becility  for  Conquest,  not  the  natural  Desire  for  Equality  in  the 
Union:  They  are  formed  to  diHarni,  with  a  treacherous  Design, 
fhe  more  effectually  to  complete  our  Ruin.  Permit  me,  there- 
fore, to  recommend  to  your  serious  Attention  the  Papers  on  this 
Subject;  they  will  serve  to  shew  you  the  Sense  of  Congress,  on 
fallacious  and  destructive  Overtures  of  our  Enemy,  secure  us 
against  an  unmanly  and  impatient  Anxiety  for  a  dangerous 
Peace,  and  teach  us  to  wait,  without  repining,  for  the  wise  Re- 
sult of  that  august  Body,  to  whom  we  have  entrusted  the  im- 
portant Concerns  of  America,  as  the  only  proper  Rule  of  our 
Conduct. 

To  encrease  the  Distresses  of  our  Enemy,  by  depriving  them 
of  all  Supplies  fiH)m  the  Continent,  and  to  eneure  the  Success  of 
our  Operations,  Congress,  have  thought  fit,  by  an  Embargo  of 
the  8th  Instant,  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  for 
a  limited  Time;  I  submit  it,  therefore,  to  your  Consideration, 
whether,  instead  of  our  present  Embargo-Law  (which  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  Supplies  going  to  the  Enemy  from  this, 
through  the  neighbouring  States)  some  new  Provision  ought  not 
to  be  instituted,  for  permitting  a  Commutation  of  Necessaries 
between  us  and  our  Sister  States,  and  open  that  free  Communi- 
cation with  them,  which  we  ought  always  studiously  to  main- 
tain, so  guarded,  however,  as  effectually  to  prevent  Monopoly. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged  to  furnish  you  (by  some  of  the 
Papers  herewith  delivei^ed)  with  an  Opportunity  of  observing, 
that  the  Regulation  agreed  on  by  a  Convention  of  the  States, 
at  New-Haven,  in  January  last,  for  the  Reduction  of  Prices, 
BO  strongly  recommended  by  Congress,  has  not  obtained  the 
Approbation  of  all  the  States.  It  behoves  the  Legislature  to 
consider,  bow  far  a  partial  Regulation,  obligatory  on  the  In- 


482  Public  Papers  of  Oborgb  Gunton. 

diabitauts  of  this  State,  may  be  injurious  to  its  Welfare,  and 
inadequate  to  the  Design  of  imposing  it,  and  consequently,  what 
new  Provisions  ought  to  be  made  on  a  Subject  of  so  much  Im- 
portance Permit  me  to  observe,  that  should  this  Regulation  prove 
abortive,  the  Necessity  of  calling  out  of  Circulation,  our  EmiasioD 
of  State  Money,  by  Taxes  and  other  Means,  will  become  more 
cogent,  and  to  recommend  this  Matter  to  your  moet  serious  At- 
tention. 

You  will  be  able,  from  the  Papers  herewith  delivered  to  yoo, 
to  see  what  Effect  the  Proclamation,  founded  on  the  concurrent 
Resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  has  had,  as  well  on 
the  designing  and  the  deluded  Inhabitants,  who  aim  at  Inde- 
pendency, under  the  Title  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  as  on  the 
well-affected  Subjects  in  that  Part  of  this  State.     In  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  disinterested,  all  Claims  on  the  Justice,  and  even  on 
the  Generosity  of  this  State,  have  been  fully  satisfied.    From  a 
Perusal  of  those  Papers  you  will  also  discover,  how  strenuoasly 
I  have  pressed  for  an  express  and  unequivocal  Declaration  of 
the  Sense  of  Congress  on  that  important  Subject;  and  as  this 
Matter  has,  in  Conseiiuence  of  my  Application,  been  referred  to 
a  special  Committee,  I  offer  it,  as  worthy  your  deliberate  Con 
sideration,   whether  the  Result  of  Congress  ought  not  to  be 
patiently  expected,  before  any  coercive  Steps  be  taken  to  reduce 
the  Delinquentfl  to  a  proper  Sense  of  their  Duty, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Poughkeepsie,  June  22,  1778. 
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The  Oavemor  Submits  a  Commissary' 8  AcoourU  to  theLfCgislature  with 

an  Explanation. 

•Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature,  The  Acoountg  herewith  deliyered 
to  you,  were  tendered  to  me  by  Captain  Cregiep,  who  acted  as 
Comnoiissary  to  Captain  Johnson's  Company  of  Bangers,  raised 
in  Orange  County. 

On  an  Examination  of  those  Accounts,  you  will  perceive,  that 
the  Sum  exx>ended  for  Rations  (though  not  amounting  to  the  Num- 
ber dne  to  the  Company)  together  with  the  Commissaries  Wages, 
exceeds  the  Sum  allowed  by  Congress,  at  Ten  Pence  Halfpenny 
per  Ration,  L.  177:19:8. 

As  I  do  not  conceiye  myself  authorised  to  pay  this  Balance, 
however  reasonable  and  politic  the  Measure  might  be,  I  thiuk 
it  my  Duty  to  submit  the  Propriety  of  it  to  your  Consideration 
and  Advice;  of  which  I  am  the  more  desirous,  as  other  Accounts, 
for  supplying  the  Militia,  which  have  or  may  be  called  into  Ser- 
vice, will  arise,  and  as  the  Prices  of  every  Necessary  are  greatly 
enereased,  the  public  Service  demands  that  they  be  liquidated, 
on  Bnch  Principles  as  to  do  Justice  and  to  give  Satisfaction  to 

the  Parties  interested  in  them.  /^ 

Gteo.  Clinton. 
Pooghkeepsie,  June  22,  1778. 


[No.  1529.] 
A  SmaU  Controversy  Over  Captain  Teller's  Officiousness. 

Fort  Arnold  June  22d  1778. 
Sir,  John  Teller,  Master  of  a  Flag  of  Truce  to  New  York,  has 
retnmd  to  this  Post  &  contrary  to  his  Duty  bro't  a  number  of 
Persons  from  the  City;  I  know  nothing  of  the  men  or  those  who 
are  come  ont,  and  cannot  Suffer  them  to  remaia  here.  I  have 
Ofderd  a  Onard  on  Board  the  Sloop  with  orders  to  deliver  the  men 
^ftasi  JMnals  of  the  Ltgiaiatttx^, 


484  Public  Papdrs  of  Gborgb  Clintox. 

&  Paseengerfi  to  your  Excellency  by  whose'  Permission  the  Flag 
went  down.    I  am  y'r  Excellency'fl  y'p  Obed't  h'e  Serv't 

Saml.  H.  ParsoDft. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  yesterday,  one  of  the  Women 

on  Board  is  the  Wife  of  a  Person  who  has  been  in  our  Service 

is  a  hearty  Friend  &  now  lives  in  the  Country;  the  other  is  her 

Mother  they  are  both  exchanged.     The  Man  ought  not  to  have 

been  brought  out  And  as  a  Puniishment  to  the  Person  having  the 

Direction  of  the  Flagg  I  have  ordered  him  to  conduct  the  Fellow 

back  to  the  Lines.    Tou  are  Misstaken  if  yon  suppose  the  Flag 

went  down  by  my  Permission ;  it  was  obtained  from  Genl.  Gates. 

I  only  consented  to  it. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  1530.] 

Oeneral  Qates  Forwards  to  Oovenior  Clinton  an  Extract  from  a 
Letter  from  Qcneral  Washington, 

June  20  1778  4  O'clock  P.  M. 

Sir,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  by  the  return  of  the  ex 
press  who  brought  your  packett  for  Congress,  that  I  am  now 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army  within  ten  miles  of  Corvfll« 
ferry. 

General  Lee  is  advanced  with  ten  Brigades  and  will  cross  to 
night  or  early  to  morrow  morning,  by  the  last  intelligence  the 
Enemy  were  near  Mount  Holly  and  moving  on  very  slowly,  bat 
as  there  are  so  many  roads  open  to  them  their  route  could  not 
be  ascertained. 

J  shall  enter  the  Jersey  to  morrow  and  give  you  the  earlitft 
notice  of  tbeir  movemenl^  <it  ^^i^vVe^^^  \aai  ^ItesX-i^^i. 
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Pifih  Kill  23d  Juue  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  ordered  by  the  General  to  send  you  the  above  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  General  Washington  to  him  rec'd  this  fore- 
noon, just  as  I  left  head  Quarters  an  acc'tt  was  rec'd  of  some  of 
the  Enemys  vessels  coming  up  the  river.  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  with  much  esteem,  Sip,  Your  most  obed't  humble  Se't 

Udny  Hay. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1531.] 
Oavernor  Clinton  Gives  Colonel  Hay  Advice  in  Regard  to  Impressing 

Teams. 

Fifih  Kill  22nd  June  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  this  moment  assured  of  the  Enemy  having  left 
Philadelphia  on  18th  inst.  In  consequence  of  this  I  have  applyd 
to  the  justices  of  the  Peace  for  fifty  Waggons  to  be  sent  to  this 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  hope  that  my  request  will  be  duly  complyd  with.  I  wish  such 
a  powerf  was  given  into  our  hands  for  a  short  time  as  would  enable 
us  to  procure  necessaries  for  the  Army  (Waggons  in  particular) 
without  being  oblidged  strictly  to  follow  the  rules  laid  down  by 
the  present  Law.  I  pawn  my  Honour  that  any  grant  of  this  sort 
which  the  Legislative  Body  of  this  State  is  pleasd  to  admitt  of 
shall  never  be  used  with  any  other  view  than  that  of  serving  the 
public  cause  by,  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  humble  Ser't, 

Udny  Hay. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 
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[June  23,  1778.] 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday.  1  im- 
mediately laid  the  Contents  before  the  Assembly  and  this  H<^&- 
ing  a  Member  reported  to  me  that  the  Sense  of  that  Home  ii 
that  the  present  Occassion  is  such  as  by  the  Law  of  this  State  (or 
regulating  Impresses  the  Oenl.  Commanding  in  the  Department 
is  suflQciently  authorized  to  issue  his  own  Warrant  for  Impresdng 
the  necessary  Number  of  Teems  &  Carriages  for  the  present  Se^ 
vice.  They  only  wish  that  in  executing  such  Warrant  a  Constable 
may  be  called  upon  to  assist  in  each  District  &  that  The  Teemi 
&  Carriages  be  taken  from  such  Parts  of  the  State  as  has  bees 
least  Burthened  with  this  £[ind  of  Service  providing  Time  will 

permit  the  Exercise  of  that  Precaution.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Col.  Hay. 


[No.  1632.] 

Qovernor  Clinton  Ordas  Captain  Teller  to  Escort  to  the  British 
Lines,  a  Mem  Improperly  Brought  by  him  from  New  York  Citt/. 

The  Bearer  James  Teller  having  had  the  Direction  of  a  Plagg 

to  New  York,  and  on  his  Return  brought  out  with  him  oontrarj 

to  his  Duty,  Moses  Gregory,  a  Blind  Man,  from  that  Place  by 

Direction  of  the  British  Commandant,  is  hereby  directed  to  eoe 

that  the   said   Moses   Gregory   be  directly  taken   to  the  Linei 

and  sent  back  to  the  Enemy  as  he  will  answer  the  Contrary  at 

his  Peril.    He  is  to  produce  a  Certificate  from  the  Commanding 

Officer  at  the  Lines  of  his  having  complied  with  this  Order.  Given 

under  my  Hand  at  Poughkeepsie  this  28d  June  1778. 
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[No.  1583.] 

Colonel  Hay  Promises  to  Exercise  '^Every  Soothing  Method.^^ 

Pish  Kill  24  June  1778. 

Sify  As  a  quantity  of  flour  ought  immediately  to  be  thrown  into 
the  Fort  at  West  Point,  have  sent  the  bearer  to  request  the  jus- 
ticeB  of  Armenia  Precinct  and  the  nine  partners  will  order  the 
f¥aggonerfi  who  they  were  to  furnish  by  my  request  of  22nd  inst. 
immediately  to  apply  to  Mr.  Schanks,  the  purchasing  Commissary 
at  Poughkeepsie,  who  will  sett  them  at  work  to  carry  down  the 
Plour  to  boats  which  will  be  sent  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  same;  muat,  therefore,  beg  you  will  acquaint  him  with  the 
justices  namee  in  those  two  precincts;  the  express  who  carryed 
my  letter  to  them  not  yett  being  returned.  I  wish  I  could  gett 
Si  list  of  the  justices  names  in  every  precinct  in  the  state. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  so  often,  but  my  ignorance  of  the 
Country  putts  me  to  many  inconveniences,  which  though  I  fore- 
saw, I  cannot  fall  upon  a  method  to  avoid. 

Was  honored  with  yours  of  yesterday;  shall  immediately  apply 
to  the  General  for  a  warrant.  Your  Caution  with  respect  to  the 
Constable  I  am  much  oblidged  to  you  for;  every  soothiug  method 
to  incite  the  inhabitants  to  a  sense  of  their  Duty  upon  the  present 
very  important  occasion  shall  be  used,  nor  shall  force  ever  be 
exerted  but  in  cases  of  the  utmost  necessity. 

If  any  thing  of  consequence  relative  to  the  Army  properly 
authenticated  comes  to  my  ears  it  shall  immediately  be  communi- 
cated to  your  Excellency  by  Sir  Your  most  obed.  humble  Se't 

Udny  Hay. 
Hlfl  Excellency  Qovemour  Clinton. 
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[No.  1534.] 

Oovernor  Clinton  Instructs  Samuel  Millei'  in  the  Form  of  Applkat'm 
for  the  Organization  of  Exempts, 

PoughkeepBie  24th  June  1778. 

Sir,  Major  Parks  produced  me  a  List  of  Persons  proposed  for 
Officers  in  a  Company  of  Exempts  forming  in  your  District, 
which  for  want  of  a  regular  Ai^coitation  being  draw^n  up  sub- 
scribed &  returned  to  ine,  agreable  to  the  Militia  Law,  The  Coun- 
cil coud  not  proceed  to  their  Appointment,. for  the  Companv  the 
Recommend  of  whom  oiight  also  to  appear  by  a  Certificate  duelj 
subscribed  by  a  Majority  of  the  Company.  I,  therefore,  desirtd 
Mr.  Parks  to  return  it  &  apprize  you  of  the  Error  &  give  you 
Directions  how  to  proceed  &  now  for  fear  of  any  Future  Error 
which  may  occasion  new  &  unnecessary  Trouble  I  inclose  you 
an  Ascoitation  drawn  in  form  &  a  Certificate  recommending  the 
Ofticers.  The  Ascoiation  must  be  subscribed  by  the  whole  Com- 
pany the  Kccommendaiion  by  a  Majority  of  it.  I  am  Sir  with 
great  Kegard  Your  Most  ObtHFt  Sei'v't 

To  Samuel  Miller  Esqr.  Hanover.  [i\.  C] 


[No.  15:^5.] 
Returns  of  a  Detachment  of  General  Ten  BroecWs  Brigade. 
Return  of  a  Detachment  of  Militia  of  nine  Regiments  of  Geu- 
eral  Ten  Hroeck'«  Brigade,  Kmbodi(*d  for  the  protection  of  the 
Western  Frontiers  li4th  June  1778. 
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[No.  1536.] 
iUS  CHARGE  AGAINST  BURGOYNE. 
hfr  Onlercd  his  Stand^ircls  Burned  to  Prevent  the 
Americans  from  Obtaining  Them. 

York  Town  25tli  June  1778. 
&g  leave  to  refer  Your  Excellency  to  my  last  of  the 

Your  Exrellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  a  Copy 

^formation  rehative  to  the  Colours  of  the  Army  late  Gen- 

^urgroytie's  which  ought  to  have  been  surrendred  at  the  Con- 

of  Saratoga. 
&ral  Heath  is    directed  by    Congress  to    continue  his    cn- 
for  obtaining  further  evidence  &  if  possible  the  remains 
ke  Btandards. 

have  thu  honor  to  be  With  great  Esteem  &  Respect  Sir  Your 
aKcellency's  Most  Obedient  serv't 

Henry  Ivaureus,  President  of  Congrees. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clintim  New  York. 


C<^y  of  information  inclosed  in  a  latter  from  genl.  Heath  of 
June  1778. 

-After  the  German  army  of  Fritmanfirm  had  moved  or  re- 
Petted  to  Saratoga  and  were  surrounded  with  the  provincials — 
%eB  major  genl.  via  Biedesel  gave  order  That  genl.  Hurgoyne 
HM^fiommaiided  the  standards  should  be  burnt,  that  they  might 
M  fdl  into  the  hands  of  the  provincials.  The  following  bight 
were  given  that  genl.  Burgoyne  would  fight  his 
OB  which  he  received  orders  to  cut  the  staffs  fmm 
*»  pot  them  in  the  covered  waggon  to  go  wul\ 
»  night  major  V  Mengeu  v:a\\vv^.  \.o  \\\^  wm^ 
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said  I  should,  in  case  I  was  asked,  inform  the  other  freed  a»rpi 
that  we  had  burnt  the  standards,  so  that  we  might  be  onanimoai 
where  thej  are  now — we  suppose  on  Prospect  Hill. 

signed  Ernst  Frederick  Begent 

We  hereby  witness  that  the  standards  were  not  burnt  bnt  are 
brought  hence  by  favour. 

signed  H.  Siebert  lieut. 

John  Frederick  Rameke  surgeon. 
June  6,  1778. 

A  copy  compared    Chas.  Thomson  secy. 


[No.  1537.] 

An  Appeal  for  the  Organization  of  a  Company  of  Rangers  Whick 
Governor  Clinton  Heeds. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Oovemor  and  Commander 

in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  To  the  Honourable  the 

Senate  and  Asfiembly  of  the  said  State. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Districts  of 
Clavarack  Kinderhook  and  Kings 

Humbly  Sheweth:  That  the  many  murders  and  Robberies  par- 
petrated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  your  petitionera  by  iiei-sons  who 
are  enemies  to  the  present  happy  Constitution  of  this  State  and 
who  besides  the  gratification  of  their  own  advantages,  mean  bv 
such  practices  to  distress  the  friends  of  Government,  are  circam- 
stances  of  So  alarming  a  nature  that  your  petitioners  conceive 
that  neither  their  lives  or  proiKTties  are  Safe  unless  some  Sperfj 
rcinady  is  applyed  to  this  growing  Evil. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that  the  premisies  may 
be  taken  into  Consideration  and  that  Leave  may  be  Granted  them 
to  raise  one  Company  ol  "^w^^t^  V^i  Cio\i%\^\  ^\  ^^^i!«^\ak^^Two    | 
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lieotenanta,  &  Privates  in  order  to  Scour  the  woods  to  appre- 
hend Such  attrocious  offenders. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Peter  Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Humfrey  Isaac  Goes,  Philip  Van  Al- 
■tin  Harman  Van  Burn  Jacobus  Van  Alen  W.  V.  Nes  Gabrel  Es- 
■elstyn  Cornelis  S.  Muller. 
June  ye  16th  1778. 


Poughkeepsie  25th  June  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Petition  requesting  leave  to  raise  a 
Company  of  Rangers  for  the  Purposes  therein  mentioned.  I  wish 
yon  had  been  more  explicit  on  the  Subject  Because  I  have  no  Ob- 
jection to  the  raising  of  such  Company  provided  they  are  engaged 
to  serve  for  a  certain  limitted  Time  on  the  ordinary  Pay  &  Subsist- 
ance  and  subject  as  well  to  such  other  Duty  as  the  Commander  in 
Chief  for  the  IMme  being  shall  think  proper  to  direct  as  the  Duty 
yon  particularly  mention.    If  you  can  engage  a  Company  on  these 
Terms  yon  have  my  Leave  &  the  sooner  it  is  effected  the  better. 
At  the  same  Time  as  an  Encouragement  I  assure  you  I  will  not 
order  the  Company  on  any  other  Duty,  except  when  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  call  Detachments  of  Militia  in  Service,  &  then  if  they 
are  ordered  out,  the  Regiments  from  which  they  shall  be  raised, 
diall  have  dne  Credit  for  them  in  their  Proportion  of  Militia  to  be 
famished.    I  have  only  to  add  that  I  shall  expect  a  Regular  Re- 
turn of  what  yon  shall  cause  to  be  done  in  the  Premisses.  I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Van  Ness. 
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[No.  1538.] 
Th^  Assistant  Commissary  of  Purchases  States  a  Orietanee. 

Amenia  35  June  177\ 

S'r,  I  am  orderd  by  the  D.  Com'y  G'l  of  Purchis  and  the  I)ep. 
Com'y  G.  of  Issues  to  send  on  all  the  flour  I  Possibillj  Can  to  the 
Eastward  &  also  to  fill  the  Publick  Magazine  at  Sharon,  which 
have  Indeavoured  to  Dew,  &  for  that  Purx)08  have  Inlisted  6 
wagons  &  2  ox  teams  for  six  months,  which  with  the  assistance  of 
sum  Neighbours  have  forwarded  about  1500  bbl.  out  of  5000, 1  was 
orderd  to  forward,  Never  Dreamming  of  an  act  being  made  ag't 
any  Cont'l  Property  being  Carried  out  of  the  State,  Untill  thi«  Day 
when  my  teams  are  all  stopd  and  the  act  Prodused  ag't  any  flour 
going  out.  Unless  the  Person  first  had  a  permit  from  your  Excel- 
lency; have,  therefore,  Sent  an  Express  to  weigh  on  you  for  a  Per- 
mitt  to  Carry  out  Publick  flour  when  Ever  orderd  by  the  Comj  & 
that  onely.  I  have  a  Permit  to  Carry  out  Live  Beef,  from  Govener 
Tnimbell  out  of  that  State  into  this,  &  Should  be  glad  to  have 
your  I'ermit  to  Carry  flour  into  any  Eastern  State  where  ordt^ni. 
as  our  teams  are  all  Stopd  Both  Publick  Teams,  &  Private.  Should 
be  glad  the  Express  mite  be  Ih^spatch'd  as  soon  as  Posibell. 

If  you  think  I'roj)er  to  send  me  a  I^ermit  Plea*  to  Send  ouc  for 
Es(i.  Canfield  of  Sharon  as  he  is  under  the  same  Difficulty  a^*  in.v 
self.  I  am  S'r  in  Uast  Your  Hunib'e  Serv't 

James  Reed  A.  C.  P. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  E«q.  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  15;M).] 
A  Delegation  of  Wallkill  Make  a  Protest  to  Governor  CWwfon. 
Ulster  (V)unty. 
Hii\  Tliis  is  to  Inform  \ <n\v  Y^-jiiwWvwvn  ,  cv\  V\tfi  "^vV^^Vvc^u  of  thii 
Precinct  at  this  presaut  Ume^ttvaiVxVv^  V\>l\5»\i\.^^ 
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Bnuent  at  Preasent,  And  that  C3oiistables  out  of  our  Neighbouring 
Precinct  is  obliged  to  Oome^  &  Impress  our  teamee  and  wagons, 
which  is  A  Greavance  to  the  people,  as  those  CJonstables  Living  at 
A  Distance,  it  Cannot  be  thought  Can  be  aquainted  with  the  Cir- 
comstancejs  of  the  People;  as  for  the  Justices  That  has  Been  ap- 
pointed for  this  precinct,  They  do  not  Qualify,  for  what  Reason  we 
Know  not,  Except  that  they  may  think  that  they  are  not  A  gree- 
able  to  the  mindfi  of  the  people;  if  that  be  the  Case,  it^is  Mater  of 
fact,  for  there  was  not  ae  much  as  one  of  the  members  of  Committee 
that  we  Know  of  that  was  acquainted  with  the  Appointment. 

Therefor,  our  petition  is,  that  if  it  May  Please  Your  Excellency 
to  Grant  A  priviledge  to  the  prinsable  freeholders  of  this  precinct, 
with  such  as  has  been  members  of. Committee,  to  make  a  Return 
of  Such  men  as  they  may  think  of  Known  Integrity  to  the  Com- 
mon Cause,  that  we  are  all  Imbarked  in  for  Justiceses  of  the  peace, 
As  Your  petitioners  is  fully  of  Opinion  that  all  offices  wheather 
Oivel  or  military  originatee  from  the  People  in  the  formation  of 
Goverment  and  that  no  man  has  a  Right  to  Rule  his  Neighbo  ir 
as  A  majestrate  without  his  Consent;  if  it  may  please  Your  Ex- 
cellancy  to  agree  with  this  our  Reasonable  petition  we  make  no 
Doubt  but  it  will  Render  Satisfaction  to  Your  Excellency  and 
tend  to  promote  -pesice  and  Harmony  in  this  Precinct. 

William  Willkin,  EMward  McNeal,  Henry  Savage,  James  Wil- 
kin, Peter  McLauchlin,  Thomas  Eager,  Samuel  McCord,  John  Mc- 
Keal,  Mward  Campbell,  John  Wright,  John  Eager,  And'w  Mc- 
Ck>rd,  William  Weave,  William  Palknor,  Sen'r,  Samuel  FaJknor, 
Barnes  McCord. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
^allkiU  June  25th  1778. 
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[No.  1540.] 

Commissary  Locktoaod  Asks  for  a  Permit  to  Export  Flour  frm 

New  York. 
Norwalk  State  Connecticut  26th  Jnne  A  D  1778. 
To  the  Honou'bl  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York 
Honoured  Sir,  For  this  Two  years  Past  I  have  Served  as  lin- 
ing Comasary  for  this  town,  both  in  the  Continental  and  State 
Servis,  and  likewise  have  alwaise  had  orders  for  Purehaaing  the 
Provisions  I  Stod  in  need  of,  to  Supply  the  Station,  and  being 
now  in  want  of  a  Quantity  of  Flower  which  I  Can  pnrchas  in  New 
York  State,  in  Duches  County,  would  Beg  leave  to  Trouble  Your 
Honour  with  this  Petition,  that  Your  Honour  would  please  to 
Grant  me  a  permit  To  Transport  out  of  Your  State^  about  Sixtj 
Barrels  of  Flower  which  I  want  Solely  for  Publick  use.    I  Should 
have  waited  on  your  Honour  in  Stead  of  Sending  this  Request, 
but  Having  Proceeded  with  the  Bearer  to  the  Fishkill,  where  1 
now  am  Come,  in  order  to  Sittel  an  acc't  with  Col.  Hughs,  1  am 
obliged  to  turn  and  go  down  to  West  Point,  to  Get  my  acc'ts 
Signed,  by  General  Parsons,  upon  which  I  have  ventured  to  Send 
th(  se  Presents  by  ye  Bearer,  Mr.  Daniel  Piatt,  who  perhaps  maj 
Give  Your  Honour  a  Small  Sk(»tch  of  my  Caracter  if  your  Hon'r 
Should  Chuse  to  Enquire,  and  may  Show    your  Hon'r   Some 
PajKirs,  which  I  accidentally  brot  with  me;  if  your  Hon'r  Should 
please  to  Grant  the  Permit,  you  will  Please  to  Send  it  by  him 
or  if  not,  if  your  Hon'r  will  please  to  authorise  Doct.  Crane  or 
Deacon  Foster  to  Permit  me  to  Carry  out  what  they  Shall  think 
I  Stand  in  need  of,  it  will  much  oblige  Your  Humble  Servant 

Eliphalet  Lookwood,  Issuing  Co*;* 
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[No.  1541.] 

THE  SERVICE  SUFFERS  FOR  LACK  OF  OFFICERS. 

€lmeral  Ten  Broeck  Beparis  the  Militia  Slow  in  Turning  Out — A. 
Delinquent  Court  Martial  Ordered, 

Albany  27th  June  1778. 
Sir,  I  did  my  self  the  Honour  to  write  your  Excellency  the 
20th  Instant,  acquainting  you  that  I  had  ordered  one  fourth 
part  of  nine  Regts.  of  my  Brigade  to  Relieve  those  at  Schohary 
&  Tryon  County;  these  I  formed  into  a  Regiment  &  have  ap- 
pointed a  Colonell,  a  Lieut.  Colonel,  &  a  major  to  Command  the 
same  to  Continue  in  Service  one  month.  I  am  astonished  to 
find  so  few  appear;  according  to  the  Returns  made  to  me  laat 
Febry.  the  number  ought  to  be  590  men  &  but  about  200  have 
inarched,  about  100  of  them  to  Schohary  &  the  Remainder  to 
Tryon  County.  I  have  Ordered  a  General  Court  martial  to  meet 
the  let  July  to  Try  the  Delinquents.  The  Service  Suffers  much 
for  the  want  of  Officers,  some  Regiments  are  almost  without  any, 
I  wish  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  forward  the  new 
Commissions  as  soon  as  Possible.  The  Inclosed  is  Copy  of  what 
I  Rec'd  a  day  or  two  ago.  Yestardy  I  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Van  Alstyn  Informing  me  that  his  Scouts  had  Returned 
&  made  not  the  least  discovery  of  an  Enemy,  upon  which  he  Re- 
examined the  Deponent  when  he  denied  what  he  had  Swore  the 
22d  Instant.     I  Remain  with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excell'cy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1542.] 

General  Oates  Requests  Oavemar  CUmkm  to  Tote  Commmmi  if  Wfll 

Paimt. 

P^eks  Kill,  June  27  ITia 

Dear  Sir,  Upon  raoving  the  main  Body  of  the  aimy  dowi  tte 

Country  I  prevailed  upon  General  Olorer  to  take  the 

at  West  Point.   But  unfortunately  that  Gentleman  waa 

taken  ill,  and  still  continues  weak.    He  is  however  very  wiDim 

to  undertake  the  Direction  of  that  Post  ontil  the  alEun  of  ttii 

state  will  permit  you  to  assume  the  Command.    Knowing  Ik 

Influence  3'our  station  and  personal  Bway  with  the  militia  wiD 

give  to  your  authority^  I  anxiously  wish  ft  desire  yon  to  same 

the  Command  at  West  Point.    General  Glover's  Brigade  is  witt 

the  Grand  Army,  and  he  only  remains  here  till  I  can  find  a  proper 

Person  to  relieve  him.    I  have  not  a  syllable  fran  Genmal  WaA* 

ingtou,  since  his  of  the  21st  Inst,  but  hourly  expect  to  hear  moit 

iniiK>rtant  News.    I  am,  Sir  Your  aflFectionate  Hnmble  Berfut 

Hontio  Oatea 

P.  S.  I  hope  Mr.  Livingston  entertained  yon  with  the  newipapcr 

I  sent  him  yesterday. 

Uis  Excellency  Governour  Olinton. 

I  am  this  moment  informed,  by  Capt  Grenale,  O&te  Gommaiid- 

er  of  a  Frigate  burnt  in  Delaware)  that,  on  Wednesday  Kigbt. 

the  Enemy's  Army  were  at  Allc^n  Town;  &  Gen:  WaahingtoD*f 

ai.  HoiK'well:  our  Army  und«*r  Orders   to   march  at  4  O'Ctock 

on  Thursday  morning.    The  Enemy  have  been  Nine  days  com- 

l»h-iit  from  IMiihura,  how  aiv  they  to  be  Victualled,  until  tlwy 

n*arh  Sf).  Aniboy,  when*  it  is  lK*lieved  they  were  bending  their 

Course. 
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[No.  1543.] 
A'cir  Paliz  forms  an  Exempt  Company  and  Names  Officers. 

New  Paltz,  June  27th  1778. 

May  it  pleaee  Your  Excellency:  Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  entitled,  An  Act  for  Regulating  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  The  Persons  in  the  New  Paltz 
Township  or  District  who  have  held  Civil  or  military  Commis- 
sion's (being  under  the  age  55  years)  and  who  are  not  re^appointed 
to  their  respective  proper  Ranks  of  OflSce,  and  other  Persons 
between  the  a^e«  of  Fifty  and  Fifty-five  years,  to  the  number 
of  Seventeen,  have  Associated  and  form'd  themselves  into  a  Com- 
pany, for  the  purposes  in  the  said  Act  mention'd;  and  it  is  ex- 
pected more  Persons  Will  associate  and  join  said  Company. 

The  said  Associators  do  recommend  to  your  Excellency  for 
Captain  of  said  Company^  Lewis  J.  Dubois,  and  for  their  Lieu- 
tenant, Jacobus  Hasbrouck,  both  residents   in   said  Township. 

By  Order  of  the  said  Associators. 

Z:  Hasbrouck. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire.  Governor  in  Chief 

of  the  State  of  New  York  at  Poghkeepsie. 


[No.  1544.] 
Colonel  Ha/y  Foraffvng  for  Wagons. 

Head  Quarters  Peaks  Kill  29th  June  1778. 
Sir,  As  a  movement  of  this  army  is  now  to  take  place,  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Waggons  are 
constantly  found  for  the  necessary  duty  of  the  Army  and  for 
furnishing  them  with  provisions;  this  oblidges  me  to  take  a  con- 
siderable number  from  this  State;  many  of  whom  come  volun- 
tarily; those  I  have  taken  all  the  pains  possible  to  have  treated 


498  Public  Papers  of  Georgb  Clinton. 

with  the  utmost  tenderness,  some  few  (having  escaped  with  im- 
punity for  the  same  crime  formerly)  have  deserted,  after  haying 
been  legally  impressed ;  these  I  must  for  the  good  of  the  service, 
use  with  some  degree  of  severity,  otherwise  I  shall  never  be  able 
to  putt  an  end  to  that  very  pernicious  custom.    Probably  com- 
plaints on  this  bead  may  be  laid  before  yoo;  most  therefore  ii- 
treat  you  will  give  as  little  countenance  to  them  for  some  little 
time  as  you  properly  can,  consistent  with  your  dignifyed  Station. 
Depend  on  my  paying  every  possible  attention  to-  the  righti  of 
mankind  and  the  laws  of  this  State  which  I  possibly  can  do 
consistent  with  the  duty  of  my  present  office.    I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  w'h  great  respect  Sir  Your  most  obed.  humble  Se't 

Udny  Hay. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepfiie. 


[No.  1545.] 
Association  of  Exempts  in  Ulster  County. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  being  under  the  Age  of  fifty  five  years 
who  have  held  Civil  or  Military  Commissions  &  have  not  been 
reappointed  to  our  respective  Kanks  of  Office,  or  being  between 
the  Ages  of  fifty  &  fifty  five  years  Do  hereby  severally  engage 
that  we  will  respectively  on  all  Occasions  obey  the  Orders  of 
our  resiwctive  Commanding  Officers  and  will  in  Cases  of  Invasion 
or  Incursion  of  the  Enemy  or  lusurections  march  to  reiwll  tbe 
Enemy  or  suppress  such  Insureittion  in  like  Manner  as  the  En- 
rolled Militia  are  compelled  to  do;  So  as  we  shall  not  when  called 
out  in  Detachments  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regiment  or  Com- 
pany or  be  under  the  immediate  Command  of  any  other  than  our 
own  Officers.    Witnesft  out  ILa\i4L%  VYlVs^  ^^\.\i  I^^i  <if  June  1778. 
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William  Bimrell,  John  Graham,  Isaac  Bosa,  James  Huey,  Jamee 

his 

cHugh,  Hendriekofi  Terwillger,  Jonatan  X  Decker,  Joet  Hen- 

bii  mark 

:h  Heis,  John  Comford,  Crist  X  Miller,  John  Luts,  John  Bark- 
mark 

his  his  his 

p^,  Oldrick  X  Iwilggel,  Jacob  X  Teis,  Jacob  X  Haltay,  Peter 

mark         his  msrk  his         mark 

Misel,    Henrey    HK    Crance,    Daniel    X    Anderson,    William 

mark  mark 

epben,  Thomas  Turner,  Daniel  * ,  James  McOurdy,  Samuel 

bis 

irkley,  Stven  X  Carny,  John  Yeamons,  James  Gillespy,  Thomas 

mark  bis 

ott,  Stephen  Holcom,  John  Shaffer,  James  Douglass,  Hugh  X 

mark 

ougherte. 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  asso* 

ated  Exempts  enrolled  on  the  other  Part  of  this  Sheet  of  Paper 

o  hereby  recommend  to  the  Honorable  The  Council  of  Appoint- 

ent  for  OflScers  of  said  Company  William  Sumerhill  to  be  Cap- 

lin,  John  Graham  first  Lieutencint,  Isaac  Boosa  Second  Lien- 

nant  and  James  Huey  to  be  Ensign  of  the  said  Company.    Wit- 

?ss  our  Hands  this  27th  Day  of  June  1778. 

William  Simorell,  John  Graham,  Ifiaac  Bosa,  James  Huey,  Hen- 

bis  bU 

rickus  Terwilleger,  Janathan  X  Decker,  Crist  X  Meller,  Jost 

mark  mark 

enrich  Heis,  James  McHugh,  John  Luts,  John  Barkley,  Jacob 

»  his  his 

Wilty,  Oldrick  X  Iwilggel,  Jacob  X  Teis  John  Comford,  Peter 

irk  mark  mark 

his 

ensel,  William  Stephens,  Henrey  HK  Crance,  Thomas  Turner, 

mat  k  bis 

aniel  * ,  James  McCurdy,  Samuel  Barkley  Stven  X  Carny, 

his  mark 

ahn  Yeamons,  Daniel  X  Anderson,  James  Gillespy,  Thomas 

mark  bia 

!ott,  Stephen  Holcom,  John  Shaffer,  James  Douglass,  Hugh  X 

mark 

ougherte. 

*  Indecipherable. 
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[No.  1546.] 

THE  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLAR  ADVANCE. 

Oovemor  Clmtoth  Suggests  to  Gauvefmeur  Morris  how  the  Montg 

Should  he  Distributed. 

Poughkeepsie  29th  June  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Inst.  The  Death 
of  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Livingston  gives  me  real  concern  as 
well  for  the  Loss  the  public  has  sustained  in  him  as  his  dis- 
tressed widow  and  family  who  will  feel  it  at  this  critical  con- 
juncture more  severely. 

From  my  Situation  previous  to  my  Election  to  the  Govern- 
m(»nt  of  this  State,  I  was  utterly  ignorant  how  monied  matters 
stoo<l  l>etween  it  and  the  Continent;  nor  have  I  since  been  able 
to  learn  what  Disbursements  have  been  made  by  the  former  in 
favor  of  the  Latter.  Whether,  therefore,  the  Sum  you  mean  to 
ask  <Nmgre8s  to  advance  in  favor  of  this  State  will  be  for  its 
Interest  or  not,  I  presume  you  (who  have  long  been  a  member 
of  our  Convention)  are  much  better  qualified  to  judge  than  I  am. 

The  matters  complained  of  in  my  former  Letter  you  will  re 
member  respected  Individuals,  They  appeared  to  me  to  be  oc- 
casioned by  the  want  of  Cash  in  the  Quarter  Mr.  and  Commis- 
sary's Departments  to  pay  off  the  Accounts  of  the  Inhabitants 
who  supplied  the  Army  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  after  the 
Loss  of  the  Forts  in  the  Uighhiuds  and  the  Detachments  which 
marched  thro'  that  part  of  the  Country  from  the  Northward  to 
reinforce  the  grand  Army.  But  I  find  that  tho'  these  Depart- 
ments have  since  been  supplied  with  Cash,  these  Accounts  re- 
main unpaid.  The  Commissary's  &  Quarter  Masters  alledge  that 
they  accrued  before  tluMr  appointments,  that  the  Vouchers  at- 
tending them  are  not  regular,  and  that  therefore  they  are  not  au- 
thorized to  discharge  them. 
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These  good  People  is  the  Evil  I  wish  redressed.  It  is  not  to 
be  accomplished  by  sending  Money  to  the  State  alone  without 
directing  some  proper  mode  for  liquidating  and  discharging  these 
Debts.  Perhaps  a  Resolution  especially  charging  the  present 
Commissaries  and  Quarter  Masters  with  this  Business  would 
answer  the  Purpose.    I  am  &c. 


Geo:  Clinton. 


Gouv'r  Morris  Esqr. 

(Copy) 


[No.  1547.] 

Colathel  Malcam  Reports  that  Gates  WUl  Transfer  his  Headquarters 

to  White  Plains. 

Head  Quar.  Peeks  Kill  June  29  177&— 12  O'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Governor,  In  a  few  hours  we  shall  move  on  to  our  old 
ground  at  Wt  plains — but  our  force  is  not  such  as  to  raise  your 
expectations  very  high — its  in  your  power  to  make  us  sufficiently 
formidable,  to  disturb  the  grand  nest. 

I  hear  your  assembly  are  soon  to  be  prorogued^ — if  so  we  shall 
expect  the  Honor  of  your  Company. 

This  day  we  had  advice  from  G^nl.  Washington — 500  of  the 
enemy  (foreigners)  are  already  come  in,  &  continuing  to  do  so  in 
numbers.  Their  army  near  Monmouth — ours  at  Hopewell  ap- 
proaching them. 

If  any  considerable  news  comes  to  hand,  I  shall  do  myeelf  the 
Honor  to  send  it  to  you  by  express. 

My  respects  to  your  Lady,  to  Col.  Benson,  &  believe  me  to  be 

with  much  esteem  and  great  respect,  Dear  Governor,  Your  much 

oblidged  &  very  H  gerv't 

W.  Malcom. 
My  respects  to  Oenh  Scott  if  with  yon. 

rToaaj 
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[No.  1548.] 

Oeorge  Herkemer  Protests  Against  Injustice  and  PersecuiUm, 

Canajoharra  ye  30th  of  June  177& 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency:  Whereas  I  Have  Becdved  u 
Information  from  the  Council  of  Appointment  that  the  Third 
Teusday  of  June  was  assigned  for  my  Appearing  with  ScHne 
others,  Before  said  Council  to  answer  a  Charge  Laid  Against  me 
for  Countinencing  and  offering  assifitance  to  Certain  Subjects  of 
this  State  to  gooff  to  the  Enemy:  The  Charge  I  Absolutely  Deny, 
But  as  an  Accused  Person's  own  assertion,  Can  Have  no  weight  in 
Clearing  Himself,  Should  Have  Been  Exceeding  Glad  To  Had  a 
Hearing  Before  S'd  Council  with  my  accusers  face  To  face,  when 
I  Doubt  not,  but  the  True  Cause  of  So  many  fals  accusations  being 
Laid  against  Sundrie  Persons  of  this  County  with  myself,  wonld 
Fully  appear  to  Proceed  from  a  malicious  Principle,  Seeking  to 
Destroy  the  Carracters  of  Particular  Persons,  whom  the  Council 
of  Appointment  Hath  Honnoured  with  Commitions  in  The  Civil 
Administration  of  Justice  with  a  View  to  Have  them  Ousted  of 
Their  Commitions,  that  They  may  Have  them  themselves;  as  for 
my  Part  their  is  nothing  more  agreeable  to  me  than  that  The 
People  Should  be  Fully  Satisfyed  with  Such  as  Have  the  Admin- 
istration of  justice  over  them.  But  as  I  am  Fully  Convinced  The 
whole  Cause  of  Such  Complaints  Proceed  from  a  Few  that  are 
Seeking  to  Have  All  Authority  Invested  in  themselves,  who  It  is 
Plainly  Verifyed  amoungs  us  Have  Never  acted  any  thing  Great 
In  Defence  of  their  Country  or  in  Uniting  the  People,  but  Some  of 
them  Have  Done  much  In  Creating  Divisions  and  Desturbing  the 
common  peace  of  the  county  for  which  reasons  I  Cannot  Submit 
to  their  Unjust  Censures,  So  far  as  to  Condesend  To  Lay  Down  a 
Commision  the  Council  of  Appointment  Have  Honoured'  me  with, 
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CTnless  They  Should  Order  it  So.    They  Deprived  me  of  a  Hearing 
this  time  by  Detaining  the  Notification  from  me  till  after  the  Time 
api>ointed  for  meeting.    I  would  Farther  Inform  your  Excellency, 
that  I  Have  been  Laid  under  Restrictions  in  bounds  for  Some  Time 
Past,  By  which  I  am  much  Damaged  in  Prosecuting  my  Own  Pri- 
vate Affairs  and  Intirely  Prevented  from  acting  any  Thing  In  the 
Oonimon  Defence  of  my  CJountry,  which  I  Should  be  Glad  your 
EhLcellency  would  Take  notice  of.    In  Case  your  Excellency  and 
the  Council  of  Appointment  think  Proper  to  have  the  matter  E>x- 
Gunmined  Into  Farther  must  Beg  the  Favour  of  those  who  Send  it, 
to  Transmit  the  Order  by  Such  Hands  as  will  more  Faithfully 
Deliver  it.    To  be  Particular  I  was  Taken  before  Our  Committee, 
and  by  their  Resolve  wafi  Sent  to  Goal  for  Nothing,  But  Having 
the  Peace  sworn  against  me.  By  one  who  was  Endeavoring  to 
Bring  me  under  the  Carracter  of  a  tory,  whom  I  Did  Threaten  in 
a  Passion,  which  was  Anough  to  move  almoss  any  thing  that  had 
the  Least  Spirit  or  Sense  of  the  CJonsequence  of  Such  a  Character; 
not  withstanding  I  offered  any  Bail  that  Should  be  Required  was 
Confined  in  Prison  a  month  and  then  Taken  Out  and  Bound  Under 
the  Obligation  of  Five  Thousand  Pounds  for  my  Good  Behavour 
and  Bound  to  the  Limits  of  my  own  Farm,  Under  which  Circum- 
stance I  Still  Remain;  From  which  I  Beg  Your  Excellency  would 
Order  A  Release  or  Direct  Some  Proper  Authority  to  Examine 
the  Cause  of  Such  Proceedings  and  acquit  or  Condemn  as  it  Shall 
appear  Oonsistant  with  justice.    Should  Have  made  my  Com- 
plaint before  but  Expected  the  Court  of  Justice  would  Before  Now 
Have  Been  Opened  but  Now  it  Seem  Someth  Remote.    From  Your 
Excellencies  Most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv't 

George  Herkemer. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1549.] 

THE  SITUATION  IN  TRYON  CX)UNTY. 

General  Ten  Broeck  Reports  that  the  Militia  Are  Slaw  in  Cominf 
In — The  Unadilla  Expedition. 

Albany  30th  June  1778. 

Sir,  I  hereinclosed  send  your  Excellency  Copy  of  a  letter  ft 
aflfidavit  Ree'd  yestarday  from  Tryon  County. 

Yestarday  I  Bec'd  a  letter  from  Colonel  Klook  Informing  me 
that  the  field  Officers  of  Trycm  County  are  Unanimously  for  an 
Expedition  to  the  Unindillo;  they  Judge  1000  men  necessary  & 
Offer  to  furnish  400  men. 

Of  the  Detachment  ordered  to  the  Westward  which  is  to  Con- 
sist of  600  men  nearly,  only  200  have  marched  to  that  Quarter— 
at  a  meeting  of  my  Field  Officers  last  Wednesday  I  Entreated 
them  to  Exert  themselves  to  furnish  their  Befipective  Quotas; 
what  Effect  this  will  have  time  will  learn,  but  very  [few]  men 
have  come  in  since — the  Court  martial  set«  to  morrow  I  hope  tliis 
will  bring  them  on.  (Jeneral  Stark  tells  me  he  thinks  he  will  be 
able  to  furni*<h  about  200  men  &  that  he  will  afford  every  other 
assistance  in  his  power.  With  great  Esteem  I  Remain  Your  Ex- 
cellency e  most  Obedient  &  mo^t  hum'le  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Statemknt  of  Barnabas  Kelly. 

German  Flatts  June  26th  1778. 

Sir,  Yesterday  ev<^ning  our  Scout  came  in  from  the  I^ke  where 

ll<»nry  llcrkonitM-  livcnl,  and  on  their  return  at  the  upper  end  of 

the  Lak(»,  they  wns  overtaken  by  one  Barney  Kelley  who  11^^ 

at  J^rooks's,  at   the  l^wUet  "^wV^,  ^'\\vi   \^  ^Q\sv^>aK«fe  ^\\^the 
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Scout,  and  is  now  here  with  us;  the  said    Kelley  being    duely 
Sworn  on  the  H0I3'  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  deposeth  as  fol- 
lows; That  soon  after  the  Battle  at  Cobus  Kill,  he  the  said  Kelly, 
was  at  the  Butter  Nuts;  about  40  white  men  &  two  Indians  who 
desired  the  said  Kelly  to  go  with  them,  who  told  them  that  if 
he  was  to  go,  he  would  not  go  in  their  company  upon  whicli  they 
told  him,  that  if  he  did  not  go  then,  he  would  be  obliged  to  go, 
as  well  as  the  rest  at  the  Butter  Nuts,  the  next  time  they  came. 
They  bought  about  17  Head  of  Horned  Cattle  of  Brooks,  Garret, 
Johnson  &  Napp,  &  about  seven  hundred  weight  of  Cheese  for 
which  they  gave  them  notes  upon  Butler;  and  of  Capt.  Service, 
Sir  John  Johnson's  Uncle,  the}'  got  about  40  or  50  Scipple  of 
Flour,  &  he  says  Capf.  Service  sent  to  them,  that  they  should 
come  ■&  fetch  it;  &  he  says  that  one  Carr  who  lives  at  Major 
Edmeston's  sent  them  word  that  he  had  40  Skipple  of  Corn,  for 
them^  but  whether  that  they  got  it  or  not  he  did  not  learn.  That 
at  Poogataukan  Pocpacken  &  Cashistan  on  the  Delaware,  they 
got  about  70  Head  of  Cattle  and  some  Horses,  and  that  about  60 
or  70  of  the  Inhabitants  of  those  places,  Joined  the  Enemy  at 
Oequagoe;  and  he  further  declareth  that  one  John  Snow,  told 
said  Kelly  at  the   Butternuts,  that  one  McGinnes  who  lived  on 
the  Mohawk  River,  was  sent   by  Butler   to  Oequagoe  &  John 
Young  to  Tuenadella,  to  provide  provisions  for  Butler's  Army, 
iigainst  he  came,  and  further  he  heard  that  Joseph  Brandt  had 
been  with  Butler  at  Skeemonk,  about  two  days  Journey  from 
Oequagoe,  since  the  Battle  at  Cobus  Kill,  to  see  what  kept  Butler 
80     long  behind,  and  it  was  supposed  to  be  occationed  by  the 
Country's  being  Alarmed;  and  he  further  declareth,  that  he  heard' 
Join  Yoimg  at  the  Butter  Nuts,  read  a  Proclamation  from  But- 
ler, deedreiiig  all  the  friends  to  Government  to  Jom  Yiioi,  ^cn^  \ft 


HOC  PiTBLTo  Papers  of  Grorgb  Clinton. 

brmg  in  all  their  Cattle  togeth(T  with  their  Wifos  &  families,  and 
they  should  be  kindly  received  by  the  said  Butler;  and  aa  far  as 
said  Kelly  could  learn,  it  was  Brandt's  intention  only  to  gath^ 
provission,  and  to  get  people  for  Butler's  Army  and  to  get  the 
Indians  from  Fort  Hunter,  and  not  fight  or  make  any  alarm  if 
possible  to  avoid  it.    But  on  the  Indians  driving  the  Cattle  from 
Cobus  Kill,  and  the  Militia  following  them,  they  was  obliged  to 
fight,  and  further  he  heard  that  the  Indians  had  taken  five  pris- 
oners at  the  Battle  at  Cobus  Kill,  and  Brandt  asked  the  prisoners 
whether  they  Chose  to  be  seperated  among  the  Indian  Families, 
or  sent  to  Niagara  to  wait  for  an  exchange,  but  they  told  Brandt 
they  would  go  to  Niagara  and  wait  for  an  Exchange,  as  thej 
knew  the  Continental  Troops  had  three  prisoners  for  one;  and 
said  Kelly  farther  declareth;  that  he  heard  say,  that  when  But- 
ler Joins  Brandt,  their  army  will  be  about  1,000  strong  and  that 
as  far  as  he  could  learn,  they  intend  to  fall  in  upon  some  part 
of  the  Mohawk  Kiver;  after  the  Battle  at   Cobus  Kill  Brandt 
heard  that  the  Militia  was  to  slay  him  at  Youghams  on  the  Sus- 
quehana,  on  which  Brandt  took  5  Indians  with  him,  and  went  to 
Cherry  Valey  to  know  the  truth,  and  that  they  met  two  men, 
one  of  whom  was  an  express  and  that  they  killed  one  &  took  the 
other  prisoner;  and  the  man  they    took  prisoner   wafi  a  Black 
Smith,  &  he  heard  say  that  Brandt  said  he  was  sorry  they  had 
killed  the  other  for  he  was  a  good  Kings  man,  &  said  Kelly  de- 
clareth That  for  the  good  of  the  Inhabitants  &  the  Countv  in 
General,  and  the  presc^rvation  of  his  own  Life,  was  the  cause  of 

his  comeing  in  and  furth(»r  the  dej^onent  saith  not. 

His 
Barnabas  X  Kelly 
mark 
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r,  I  should  think  it  requisite,  if  you  think  proper,  that  this 
►ont  that  Kelly  has  sworn  should  be  sent  to  the  General.  I 
four  Humble  Serv't 


>J) 


Peter  Pellinger  Col. 


[No.  1550.] 
Memorandum  of  Continental  BiUs  Counterfeited. 


Us. 

1776 

1776 
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May 

July 

Febry. 

May 

April 

t 

1 

» 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

* 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

[No.  1551.] 
Memorandum  as  to  Joaiah  Hunt. 

[June,  1778.] 
Memorandlams  for  Genl.  Gates, 
^osiah  Hunt  was  taken  at  Maronick  between  the  Lines — 
»ught  to  Hogg  Pen  Ridge  by  Capt.  Barker.  His  Horse  Sadie 
Bridle  taken  by  the  Capt.  &  converted  to  his  own  Use.  The 
soner  sent  to  Poughkeepsie.  Charged  with  small  Offences  & 
iled  by  the  Comers. 

3apt.  Bill's  Company  is  ordered  to  White  Plains  and  Orange 
Qnty  left  without  a  Guard.  Write  to  Genl.  Washington  on  the 
bject  &  spe^k  to  Oenl.  Gates. 
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[No.  1552.] 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MONMOUTH. 

Dr.  Treat  Fartcarda  a  Descnption  Written  by  Colonel  Biddle. 

*Sir,  The  following;  is  an  authentic  acc't  of  the  Battle  fought  on 
the  28tli  of  June  between  a  Detachment  of  the  Grand  Anny  com- 
manded by  Genl.  Lee  and  the  flower  of  the  Brittish  Forces. 

Coll.  Biddle  author  of  this  Intelligence  writes  as  follows: 

On  the  28th  our  advanced  Detachment  commanded  by  Genl. 
I..ee  with  the  Jersey  militia,  attacked  the  Rear  of  the  Enemy  near 
Monmouth  Court  house — at  first  our  Troops  i-etired,  but  on  his 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  coming  up,  it  seem'd  to  animate  our 
brave  Soldiers,  who  behav'd  with  the  greatest  Resolution  and 
Bravery,  drove  the  Enemy's  Rear  which  consisted  of  the  Grana- 
diers,  Guards,  and  Hylanders,  who  retired  in  great  Confusion, 
leaving  a  number  of  Dead  and  wounded  on  the  Field — among  the 
tirst  of  which  is  <'oll.  Moncton,  Abercrombie  and  other  «flif<*rs. 
and  in  the  night  inarch'd  of  so  presipitatly  as  to  leave  at  the  Court 
House,  50  wounded  Oranadiers  several  ofticei*s  and  the  few  of  the 
Prisonei^s,  they  had  taken  from  us. 

From  the  befit  opinion,  1  can  form,  of  their  loss,  it  must  have 
bi^en  200  kill'd  100  Prisonei*s  and  about  700  woundi^i,  and  both 
before  and  since  many  deserters  have  come  in,  of  the  latter  500— 
already    at    Philad'a — our   loss    was  about   30   kilFd   and   1-0 
wounded,  of  the  lirst  Coll.  Kinmer,  and  major  Dickinson,  of  the 
latter  Coll.  Wefisen  dangerously,  Lt.  Coll.  Barber  badly,  but  hop'd 
not  dangerous.  Coll.  Livingston,  Coll.  W.  8tew^ard,  &  Coll.  Derk^^ 
all  Slighly,  or  not  mortal. 

The.  Genl.  [Washington]  Family  distinguished  themselves;  CoH- 
Lawrence  and  Coll.  Hamilton  had  their  Hoi*ses  shot  under  thei^' 
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Coll.  Fitsgerald  slightly  wounded — and  the  rest  of  the  greatest 
use  in  the  action. 

Our  artillery  was  remarkably  well  serv'd  and  contributed  much 
tr  the  Rout  Genl.  Wayne  is  much  prais'd,  for  Bravery  &  Conduct, 
and  indeed  the  whole  army  showed  a  most  noble  Spirit,  and  had 
the  Enemy  been  farther  from  the  Sea  a  general  Defeat  might  fol- 
low but  they  have  hastened  to  Sandy  Hook  as  they  are  out  of 
reach,  our  army  marches  immediatly  Northward.    I  am  sir  Your 

moet  humble  Serv^t 

M.  Treat. 

His  Excellency  George  Clynton  Esqr.  Gov'r  State  New  York, 

Pokepsie. 


[No.  1553.] 
Colonel  Snyder  Looking  After  the  Disaffected  in  Ulster  County. 

[June  —  1778.] 
Sir,  Agreeable  to  Brigade  orders  to  me  and  Coll.  Cantyn,  Di- 
rected for  Raising  the  one  fourth  of  our  R<*giments  for  Service 
agreeable  to  order  of  2nd  Instant,  I  have  ordered  out  the  men  and 
they  marched  the  9th  Instant  for  the  purpose  of  apprehanding  the 
Disaffected  and  assist  and  Protect  the  Good'  Inhabitants;  and  I 
have,  for  want  of  orders,  ordered  the  oflBcers  of  the  Party  to  agree 
^*th  the  Inhabitantfi  for  Subsistence  for  his  men.    I,  therefore, 
desire  your  Excellency's  order  how  to  Provide  for  Subsistance 
and  how  and  what  Rate  and  where,  pay  Shall  be  obtained;  the 
J^Omber  out  [of]  my  Regiment  Now  Entered  in  Service  is  70  men 
Exclusive  officers,  and  those  that  are  actually  Etoployed  in  Re-, 
^oilding  Kingston.    This  by  your  hum'e  Serv't  in  heast 
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[No.  1555.] 

NEW  YORK  AND  VERMONT. 

Citizens  of  Brattlehoro  Hopeful  for  a  Speedy  SohUion  of  the 
Difference — Yioleiioe  Feared. 

Brattlebopough  Ist  July  177& 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  The  Committees  of  Guilford 
and  Brattleborougli  having  sent  circular  Letters  to  every  Town 
of  any  Note,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  together  with  Cop- 
ies of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  Messrs.  Israel  Smith  and  Micah 
Townsend,  recommending  it  to  the  Friends  of  New  York  State 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Roll  of  Persons  most  proper 
for  civil  Officers,  to  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  Appointment: 
We  being  for  that  Purpose  duly  authorized  by  such  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Towns  of  Hinsdale,  Guilford,  Halifax,  Brattle- 

I 
borough,    Putney,    Westminster,    Rockingham,    Springfield    &    j 

Weathersfield  as  are  attached  to  the  State  of  New  York,  have    J 
with  as  much  Candour  and  Impartiality  as  is  in  our  Power,  made 
the  inclosed  Roll,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  several  Pe^ 
sons  therein  named  to  your  Excellency,  and  the  honorable  the      I 
Council  of  Appointment  as  the  most  proper  for  the  Offices  men- 
tioned in  the  Roll. 

The  County  being  divided  into  three  Parties  has  occafiion<?d 
our  recommending  only  so  many  Persons  as  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  administering  Justice;  thinking  it  more  elegible  to  mak^ 
additions  when  the  Circumstan('<»s  of  the  County  shall  render  i* 
expedient,  than  to  have  such  as  are  not  qualified  for  their  Sta- 
tions. 

We  also  inclose  a  List  of  military  Orticers,  which  was  obtained  i 
in  this  method:  the  Companies  elected  their  Captains  and  8ub«^  I 
trrns,  who  <hose  the  Field  iV:  Staff  officers  &  made  Returns  o'  |l 
ihv  Ollicerb  to  us.  .«       .  \ 
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Men — he  has  chosen  to  decline  serring  in  that  oflSce  at  present, 
seeing  it  can  not  be  of  Disservice  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

As  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  obtained  we  shall  transmit 
to  your  Excellency  a  Return  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  TowM 
we  represent,  with  an  account  of  their  Principles — whether  for 
the  State  of  New  York — Vermont — or  neuters. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  our  most  sincere  thanks  to  your  Ex- 
cellency and  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  General  Aasemblj 
for  your  Proclamation  of  the  28d  of  February  last,  and  for  tbe  | 
salutary  Measures  taken  for  restoring  Peace  and  internal  Tran- 
quility to  this  and  the  other  Counties  mentioned  in  the  sail 
Proclamation. 

We  are  Y^'our  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Serv'ts   Signed  by 

Order 

Pelatiah  Fitch  Chairman. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  As  a  Supplement  to  the  Protest  formerly  forwarded  to 

your  Exrcllency,  w(»  inrlowMl  a  Pap(*r  sij^ned  by  a  number  of  tb*- 

Inhabitants  of  Halifax. 


[No.  155G.] 
Association  of  Exempts  at  New  Windsor, 
Wee  the  SubscrilMMs  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  yt*ars 
who  have  held  Commissions,  have  not  been  reapointed  to  oni 
resjK'ctive  Ranks  of  Office  or  being  b(4wc*en  the  ages  of  fifti 
and  fifty  live  years  do  hereby  Severally  Engage  that  wee  wil 
respectively  on  all  Occasions  obey  the  Orders  of  our  respectiv* 
Commanding  Officers  and  will  in  Cases  of  invasion  or  incursioni 
of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrection  march  to  repel  the  Enemy  or  Sop 
press  Such  Insurrection  So  as  that  wee  Shall  not  when  CalW 
out  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regiment  or  Company  or  be  undtf 

\  ■ 
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►  Imediate  Command  of  any  other  than  our  own  officers  and 
we  have  already  recomended  Mathew  Du  Bois  for  Captaine, 
mes  Burnett  for  first  Leivt,  John  L.  Moffit  for  Second  Leivt, 
e  do  now  recommend  William  Edmonston  for  Ensign.  New 
ndsor  Ulster  County  July  the  1th  1778. 

I^fathew  Du  Bois,  James  Burnet,  Jno.  L.  Moffat,  James  Du- 
L8,  John  Burnet,  James  Dinston,  John  Finley,  Jeduthan  Bel- 
ap,  Alexander  Denniston,  Benjamin  Youngs,  Henry  Palmer, 
cob  Wiggins,  Jonathan  Lee,  Isaac  Hodge,  Samuel  Jennings, 
illiam  Edmonston,  John  Davis,  William  Gibson,  Thomas  Bur- 

b,  Jno.  McGlaghry,  Bosbart  *,  George  Johneton,  James 

angh,  Nathan  Smith,  John  Elliot,  Robert  Smith,  John  Gallo- 

ly,  Robert  Bow *,  Jacob  K.  Duryee,  William   Steymets, 

jnuel  Halloek,  Isaac  Stonehouse,  James  Bell. 

Persons  names  that  refuse  to  Joyn  the  associated  Company  in 

*w  Windsor  Precinct. 

Nathaniel  Uscomb,  James  Horton,  Silvenes  Dusenberie,  Will- 

n  Ellison,  John  Ellison,  Cornelius  Wood,  Joseph  Belknap, 

lomes  Belknap,  John  Waugh,  James  Patten,  Hugh  Humphrey, 

hn  Johnson,  John  Belknap. 


[No.  1557.] 
PETER  B.  LIVINGSTON  REJECTED. 

meral   Ten   Bracck   Declares    he   is   not   a   Piy>per    Offioer    to 
Command  the  UnadUla  EgtpedUion — Brigade  Orders. 

Albany  Ist  July  1778. 
Bir,  I  had  the  Honor  to  write  your   ExcePy   yesterday— the 
ople  in  Tliyon  County  are  much  for  the  Enterprizc  to  Unin- 
lo^  fhej  haTe  Requested  me  to.  appoint  the  Officer  to  Com:<Nv^sA 


*  Indeolpherabto. 
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it,    It  fell  to  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston'B  Tour  to  Command 

the   Detachment   of   militia   Ordered   the    12th  Ultimo,  now  io 

Tryon  County  at  Sehohary  &  going  thither,  and  he  has  this  da? 

left  Albany  for  that  Purpose,  Your  Excellency  will  permitt  me  in 

Confidence  to  Inform  you  that  I  have  a  variety  of  Beasona  which 

Induce  me  to  believe  he  is  very  Improper  to  Command  any  Troopt 

that  may  be  sent  to  Unindillo;  nor  am  I  Singnlar'in  this  opinion 

having  advified  with  some  Gentlm.  on  the  Subject.     In  Order, 

therefore,   to   Obviate  the  Difficnlty  arising   from   his  being  in 

Tryon  County  which  does  not  leave  it  in  my  power  to  send  another 

militia  Colonel  out  of  Tour,  I  beg  leave  td  Suggest  to  your  Ex 

cellency,  a  wish  to  have  a  Continental  officer  to  Command  on  the 

Enterprize,  and  if  one  of  less  Bank  is  sent  then  Col.  LivingahHi, 

he  will  come  away  &  thus  Extricate  us  from  the  Embarraamenf 

we  are  under.   Perhaps  Lt.  Colonel  Willett  may  be  proper,  and 

if  you  think  so,  he  might  be  sent  up  with  a  line  from  your  Excercr 

to  General  Stark  Recjuesting  that  he  may  have  the  Command. 

As  the  time  for  which  the  militia  now  in  that  Quarter  wer** 

ordered   out   will    Expire   on  the  23d  Instant,   the  necessity  of 

Hastning  an  officer  to  take  the  Command  is  so  Evident  that  I 

need  not  Enlarge  upon  it.     I  take  the  liberty  to  Inclose   yonr 

Excellency  Coi)y  of  the  Brigade  Order  Issued  the  12th  Ultimo  A 

am  with  great  Regard  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Servut 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  ExcePcy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Brigade  Orders. 

The  depredations  lately  Committed  by  the  Enemy  to  the  West- 
ward and  in  Tryon  County  and  the  Apprehensiona  of  farther  In- 
cursionfi  on  the  Innabitants  in  those  parte,  it  is  become  neeef 
sary  that  a  Body  of  the  Militia  of  my  Brigade  be  Embodied fv I'' 
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the  protection  and  defence  of  our  Brethren  in  those  parts  and  to 
relieve  those  of  my  Brigade  now  in  actual  service  in  Tryon  County 
&  at  Schohary. 

The  General  orders  into  actual  service  for  this  purpose  one 
fonrth  part  of  the  several  Regiments  Command  by  Cols.  Robert 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Ness,  Nicoll,  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Den  Berg  Schuyler,  Van  Alstyn,  Van  Bergen  &  Whiteing. 

This  detachment  to  continue  in  service  for  the  space  of  one 
month,  to  be  Computed  from  the  time  the  men  shalT  arrive  at 
Albany,  then  to  be  relieved  by  an  equal  number  of  men  from  the 
■everal  Regiments  if  the  service  shall  require  it,  and  to  be  formed 
into  one  Regiment — the  field  Officers  to  be  furnished  from  the  fol- 
lowing Regts.  vizt. — Col. one  Col. one  Lt.  Col. Col. — 

one  Major,  the  men  to  be  compleatly  armed  and  Equipped  and  to 
provide  themselves  with  provisions  for  their  Subsistance  on  th(» 
March  ilrom  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  City  of  Albany, 
and  for  which  they  will  be  allowed  a  reafionable  Compensation. 
The  several  Regiments  (Exclusive  of  the  Field  Officers  to  be  fur- 
nished as  above),  are  also  to  furnish  other  officers  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  men  given  by  each  respective  Regiment  Esti- 
mateing  sixty  men  to  a  Company  Includeing  non  Commissioned 
Officers,  and  to  be  taken  from  the  Classes  agreable  to  the  direc- 
ti<Mi8  of  the  Militia  Law. 

The  General  expects  that  the  men  will  be  at  Albany  on  Tues- 
day the  23d  Instant  June. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  are  im- 
mediately after  Compleating  the  detachments  to  be  made  in  Con- 
■eqaenoe  of  these  orders,  to  proceed  to  form  d^'tachments  for  th  ar 
feUet  who  are  to  be  ready  to  march  at  the  expiration  of  the  month, 
1  no  orders  to  the  Contrary  be  received. 
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The  Associated  Exempts  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moments  warning,  as  it  is  probable  the  whole  Corps 
will  soon  be  called  into  the  Field.  The  Commanding  Officers  of 
the  several  Regiments  will  reflect,  and  it  is  the  General's  wish, 
that  they  will  apprise  the  other  Officers  and  the  privates  of  their 
respective  Regiments,  that  by  the  Militia  Law,  whenever  tlie 
Militia  are  Called  into  service,  they  are  Subject  to  Martial  Law. 
and  that  every  person  who  shall  be  called  into  service,  and  who 
upon  being  notified  thereof  either  personally  or  by  notice  at  his 
usual  place  of  abode,  shall  refuse  to  march  is  liable  to  be  a]>pre- 
hended  and  tried  for  desertion. 

Given  at  Albany  June  12th  1778. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck  B.  Genl. 


Albany  24th  June  1778. 
At  a  Meeting  of  Field  Officers  of  Genl.  Ten  Broeck's  Brigade 
held  for  the  Purpose  of  Establishing  the  Rotation  of  Duty  on 
Detachments  the  Lott  No.  1,  or  first  Tour,  fell  to  Colonel  Peter  R. 
Livingston,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jacob  Ford,  &  to  Major  Jacob 
Van  Bchaick,  &  I  do  hereby  appoint  the  said  Colonell  Peter  R. 
Livingston  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  Ford  &  Major  Jacob  Van  Schaick 
to  the  Command  of  the  above  Detachment. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck,  Brig'dr  General. 


[No.  1558.] 

Beniardus  Sicarticout  Exempt  from  Militia  Duty   While  Engag^'i 

in  Collecting  Tares, 

[July  —  177a] 

It  being  necessary  that  Bernard's  Swartwout  Constable  shoad 

continue  at  Homo  to  comploat  collrct'g  the  Tax,  attend  8<*veral 

legal  Processes  by  him  executed  &  now  depend'g  &  other  public 

Business  Ilis  Excell'cy  the  Gov'r  directs  that  he  do  not  niarck 

w^th  the  pres't  Detachm't  ot  mViUA.  until  farther  Orders, 


I 
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[No.  1559.] 

James  Sears  Also  Exempt. 

July  2d  1778. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  I  have  Employed  James  Sears  to  Dey 

t  qaantity  of  Thread  for  me  to  make  up  Soldiers  Cloaths. 

Peter  T.  Curtenius  Commiss'y  to  the  State  of  N.  York. 

To  Whom  it  may  CJoneem. 


[No.  15G0.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  ASSISTS  TEN  BROECK. 

Approves  of  the  Choice  of  Marinus  WUleU  for  the  UnadUla 

Expedition — Schuyler  to  be  Consulted. 

Poughkeepsie  2d  July  1778. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letters  of  20th  &  27th  June  &  the 
Ist  Instant  with  their  several  Inelosures.  In  the  first,  you  men- 
tion that  Genl.  Starke  writes  to  me  fully  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Expedition  ag't  the  Enemy  at  Unnidilla  which  you  &  he  con- 
ceive practicable.  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  his  Letter; 
wherefore  I  conclude  it  must  have  misscarried  &  begg  you  to 
mention  this  Circumstance  to  him.  The  only  Letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Genl.  Starke  is  Dated  the  21st  June,  which  barely 
mentions  his  having  ordered  scouts  to  be  sent  out  from  Cherry 
Valley  to  reconitre  the  Country  &  the  Enemy's  Strenghth  to 
enable  him  to  form  a  Judgment  of  the  practicabilllty  of  the 
MeajsnFe  of  which  he  promises  to  inform  me  on  their  Return. 

I  am  sorry  that  any  Consideration  shoud  have  induced  you  to 
have  intmsted  an  Officer  with  f^o  important  a  Command  in  whom 
the  greatest  C<mfldence  as  well  in  hia  Integrity  as  abillitie  can- 
not be  placed.  It  might  in  my  Oppinion  easilly  been  avoided. 
It  wood  have  been  justifiable  on  this  Occasion  to  have  contrived 
%  l6H  Importaiit  Command  &  thereby  complied  with  the  Rota- 


.^18  Public  Papers  op  Qf>orgb  Clinton. 

tion  of  Duty  by  giving  it  to  him  &  fixed  upon  a  suitable  Person 
for  the  present  Service.  For  whether  your  Jealousy  is  well  or 
ill  founded,  the  want  of  Confidence  which  naturally  results  from 
it  may  be  fatal  should  it  prevail  among  the  Soldiery.  I  have 
wrote  to  Colo.  Willet  to  come  to  me  immediately  &  if  he  can  be 
spared  &  will  consent,  I  will  send  him  to  Qeuh  Starke  to  be  em- 
ployed on  this  Service;  if  not  you  must  at  all  Events  give  the 
Command  to  an  OflBcer  in  whose  Integrity  the  most  perfect  con- 
fidence can  be  placed.  The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs for  fear  of  any  bad  consequences  ought  in  my  Oppinion  to 
be  consulted  on  the  Subject  of  this  Expedition  &  afi  far  as  yoa 
may  have  the  Management  of  it  I  expect  you  will  take  their 
Sentimentfi.    I  am  Sir  with  great  Regard  Tour  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[O.  C] 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 

P.  S.    I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  Day  this  Party  is  to  march 

for  Unidllla  as  it  may  be  exi)edient  to  make  a  small  movement 

towards  Delaware. 


[No.  1561.] 

Clinton  Receives  Netcs  from  Washington  on  the  Battle  of  Monmouth 
in  a  Roundabout  Way. 

Peekskill  3d  June  [July]  1778. 

Sir,    Yesterday  I  bro't  from  Head  Quarters  White  Plains  a 

Letter  from  Genl.  Gates  for  Genl.  Glover  at  West  Point  indos'g 

as  was  intended,  Copy  of  Letter  from  Genl.  Washington,  29th 

Juno  Duplicate,  of  which  Genl.  Glover  was  desired  to  forw^ard  to 

your  Excellency — unfortunately  on  the  Letter  being  opened,  the 

luclosures  had  been  mistakenly  covered — the  Copy  intended  was 

omitted — Genl.  Gates  hav'g  been  good  eno'  to  suffer  me  to  take 

minutes  of  the  Letter — I  have  it  in  my  Power  to  send  your  Excel- 
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[No.  1559.] 

James  Sears  Also  Exempt 

July  2d  1778. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  I  have  Employed  James  Sears  to  Dey 

quantity  of  Thread  for  me  to  make  up  Soldiers  Cloaths. 

Peter  T.  Curtenins  Commiss  y  to  the  State  of  N.  York. 

To  Whom  it  may  CJoncem. 


[No.  1500.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  ASSISTS  TEN  BROECK. 

Approves  of  the  Choice  of  Marinus  WUleU  for  the  UnadUla 
Expedition — Schuyler  to  he  Consulted. 

Poughkeepsie  2d  July  1778. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letters  of  20th  &  27th  June  &  the 
Ist  Instant  with  their  several  Inclosures.  In  the  first,  you  men- 
tion that  Genl.  Starke  writes  to  me  fully  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Expedition  ag't  the  Enemy  at  Unnidilla  which  you  &  he  con- 
ceive practicable.  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  his  Letter; 
wherefore  I  conclude  it  must  have  misscarried  &  begg  you  to 
mention  this  Circumstance  to  him.  The  only  Letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Genl.  Starke  is  Dated  the  21st  June,  which  barely 
mentions  his  having  ordered  scouts  to  be  sent  out  from  Cherry 
Valley  to  reconitre  the  Country  &  the  Enemy's  Strenghth  to 
enable  him  to  form  a  Judgment  of  the  practicabillity  of  the 
Heafiure  of  which  he  promises  to  inform  me  on  their  Return. 

I  am  sorry  that  any  Consideration  shoud  have  induced  you  to 
have  intrusted  an  Officer  with  so  important  a  Command  in  whom 
the  greatest  Confidence  as  well  in  his  Integrity  as  abillitie  can- 
not be  placed.  It  might  in  my  Oppinion  easilly  been  avoided. 
It  wood  have  been  justifiable  on  this  Occasion  to  have  contrived 
m  Jew  jbBaporiMDt  Command  &  thereby  complied  ^\\i\i  VXv^  Tk^V»r 


^ 
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[No.  1562.] 
Cadnoallader  Golden  Refuses  to  Take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  tk€ 

State. 
State  of  New  York  Ss, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency.  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Ijcgislature  of  this  State,  Entitled  "An  act  more  eflfectnally  to 
prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  Example 
of  persons  of  Equivocal  and  Suspected  Characteris  in  this  State  ** 
we  do  hereby  certify  your  Excellency  that  Cadwallader  Colden, 
of  the  County  of  Ulster,  Esquire^  hath  appeaired  before  ue  and 
being  by  us  tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said  act  Contained  did 
refuse  to  take  the  same,  and  that  unlees  your  Excellency  shall 
think  proper  to  detain  him  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  him 
for  any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
we  Shall  Cause  hini  to  be  removed  to  some  place  within  the 
enemies  Lines. 

We  remain  your  Excellency's  very  Humble  Servants, 

Egb't  Benson  ^ 

^    ,    mj.  Commiss'rs  for 

Jos  e  Strang     y  ^ 

Zepha.  Piatt    J  Oo»*P^™ci«  *«»■ 

Poghkeepsie  4th  July  1778. 


[No.  1563.] 

Colonel   John   Butler   Promises   Immunity   to   Lieutenant   Elisha 

Scovell. 

Westmoreland  5th  Jnly  1778. 
This  doth  h(»reby  Certify  that  Li(»ut.  Elisha  Scovell  hajs  Surren- 
dered his  Garrison  with  all  his  people  to  Government  and  to  re- 
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main  as  Neuteral  daring  thm  present  Contest  with  Great  Britain 
and  America,  on  Consideration  of  which  Colonel  John  Butler 
Superintendent  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  their  allies  &c., 
with  Kayingwarto  the  Chief  of  the  Sanake  [Seneca]  Nation  and 
the  other  Chief  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  do  promise  that  they 
Shall  live  in  the  Quiet  Possession  of  their  Places  with  their 
Families  and  Shall  be  daily  protected  from  Insult  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  Power  and  provided  they  Should  be  taken  it  is  our  Desire 
that  they  may  forthwith  be  Released. 

[Seal]         John  Butler. 
Kayingwaurto. 
•[Totem  of  the  Turtle  Tribe  of  the  Seneca  Nation.] 


A  List  of  the  Cattle  taken  from  the  Company  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Elisha  Scovell. 

Daniel  Ingeroall,  1  valuable  Mare;  David  Smith,  1  Horse,  1 
pare  of  Oxen,  &  9  Sheep;  James  Gorduce  1  Cow  &  4  Horses; 
Joseph  Baker,  1  Horse  &  14  Hogs;  Philip  Waindemuth;  Christo- 
pher Waindemuth,  2  draft  Horses,  2  Mares,  2  Colts  3  Cows  &  7 
Hogs;  John  Waindemuth  2  Cows  4  Young  Creatures  3  large  Hogs 
&  4  lesser  Hogs;  Jesse  Lee  2  Horses,  1  young  Colt,  &  1  Cow;  Peter 
Harres  1  Yoke  of  Oxen  &  1  Horse;  Mr.  Anker  4  Creatures;  Lieut 
Elisha  Scovell,  6  large  Horses  8  Oxen  &  5  Cows. 

Westmoi^land  5th  July  1778. 

Lieut.  Elisha  Scovell. 
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[No.  1564.] 
General  McDougall  Writes  of  Army  Affairs  to  Oavemor  CKate 

Fish  Kill  Jaly  5th  177& 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  mament  favored  with  youra  of  this  dit^ 
accompanyiDg  one  to  our  Delegates.  I  believe  an  opportumtj 
will  offer  in  a  few  Hours.  I  have  not  had  the  Particulars  of  tie 
action  on  Sunday  last;  all  I  can  learn  with  Certainty  to  be  re- 
lied on  is,  that  it  Issued  greatly  in  our  favor  and  that  the  Enenj 
have  Embarked  our  Army  was  last  night  expected  at  Kewari 
Its  Bout,  from  thence  is  to  Paramus,  Kakiat  and  Kings  Fenj. 
I  cannot  say  I  am  altogether  easey  about  General  Gates  Pwi- 
tion;  or  the  River,  should  the  Enemy  Push  for  either.  But  as  I 
called  the  principal  work  at  West  Point,  Fort  Arnold,  all  I  cooM 
say  to  him  on  the  Security  of  either  would  be  to  Litle  effect 
They  must  therefore  take  their  change. 

Mrs.  McDougall  is  absent,  but  I  can  answer  for  the  return  o( 

her  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton.    I  am  Dear  Sir  Your  affe^ 

tionate  Uble.  Servant 

Alez'r  McDougall 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1565.] 

THE  MASSA(  RE  AT  WYOMING. 

The   Citizens   of   Goshen   Highh/   Alarmed — Their   Appeal   to  the 
Governor — His  Reply, 

Goshen  July  5  1778. 
May  ir  Please  Your  Kxi-ell'y,  A  F<»w  Minutes  Past  < -apt.  Littlo 
ariv(»d  hovr  from  Minisink  with  the  disa«:reeal»le  news  of  Wyom- 
ing (m  tlie  Hiver  SisqiK^lianali  liein^  in  the  PosHCMiion  of  our  mi^it 
Invet(»rate  F'neniy.  His  Information  is  l»y  a  Person  nent  Ei- 
press  from  Laekawaney  about  twelve  <»r  tlfteen  Miles  from  Si»- 
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qaehannah  who  says,  that  two  Expresses  had  arived  at  Lacka- 
wanah  with  Information  that  Butler  &  Brandt  with  a  large  body 
of  Troops  arived  at  Wyoming  &  summoned  two  small  forts,  who 
refused  to  Surrender,  but  Imprudently  turned  out  &  gave  Battle 
to  the  Enemy,  who  soon  reduced  them  to  the  necessity  of  sur- 
rendering themselves  with  the  whole  Settlement  Prisoners  of 
War.  These  Accounts  together  with  the  late  Inteligencies  from 
Ooshethton,  gives  the  People  of  Minisink  so  much  uneasiness  that 
many  Families  are  moveing  off  &  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
believe  that  unless  something  be  done  more  Effectualy  to  repel 
the  Progress  of  the  Enemy  our  Frontiers  will  soon  be  reduced 
to  the  greates  distress. 

Many  of  the  Militia  who  are  now  placed  as  guards  to  the  Fron- 
tiers, have  neither  Guns  nor  Amunition  &  have  it  not  in  their 
power  to  purchase,  because  neither  Guns  or  Lead  are  to  be  had; 
&  a  Few  are  not  able  to  buy.  It  is,  therefore,  submited  to  your 
Exceiry  whither  it  would  not  be  best  to  deliver  a  quantity  out 
of  the  State  Magazien  for  supplying  the  Deficiency  as  well  as 
some  general  direction  for  the  more  Consistent  movements  of  our 
Militia.  We  are  Your  Excellencies  most  Obed't  &  Hnm'le  Ser- 
v'ts;  Henry  Wisner  Benj'n  Tusten  Ju'r  Moses  Hatfield  Issac 
Nicoll. 


Poughkeepsie  6th  July  1778. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  yesterday  with  the 
disagreable  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  having  reduced  the  Set- 
tlement of  Wyoming  &  made  the  Inhabitants  Prisoners  of  War. 

It  is  long  since  I  ordered  the  one  fourth  of  two  Companies  out 
as  a  Guard  for  the  Frontiers  &  to  gain  Intelligence  of  the  move- 
ments &  Designs  of  the  Enemy.    This  at  the  Time  waA  «i«l^^\fii^ 
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[No.  1564.] 
(}en€ral  McDougall  Writes  of  Army  Affairs  to  Oovenwr  Cttim, 

Fish  Kill  Jalj  6th  li7& 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  yours  of  thii  diti^ 
accompanying  one  to  our  Delegates.  I  believe  an  opportnulj 
will  offer  in  a  few  Hours.  I  have  not  had  the  Particulars  of  tk 
action  on  Sunday  last;  all  I  can  learn  with  Certainty  tobeH' 
lied  on  is,  that  it  Issued  greatly  in  our  favor  and  that  the  Enoj 
have  Embarked  our  Army  was  last  night  expected  at  Kewui 
Its  Bout,  from  thence  is  to  Paramus,  Kakiat  and  Kings  Fenj. 
I  cannot  say  I  am  altogether  casey  about  General  Gates  Pofr 
tion;  or  the  River,  should  the  Enemy  Push  for  either.  Batul 
called  the  principal  work  at  West  Point,  Fort  Arnold,  all  I  cosid 
say  to  him  on  the  Security  of  either  would  be  to  Litle  effect 
They  must  therefore  take  their  change. 

Mrs.  McDougall  is  absent,  but  I  can  answer  for  the  retnrnrf 

her  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton.    I  am  Dear  Sir  Your  atw- 

tionate  Uble.  Servant 

Alez'r  McDoQgalL 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1565.] 
THE  MAJSSACKE  AT  WYOMING. 
The   Citizens   of   Qoshcn   JJighhj   Alarmed — Their   Appeal  to  <*' 
Qovrrnor — His  Reply. 

Goshen  July  5  1778. 
May  it  Ploasr  Vt)nr  Ex((»iry,  A  Vvw  Miiintos  Past  T-apt.  Littl<» 
arivi»<l  hon»  from  Minisink  witli  Ww  disaj^roeahle  news  of  Wyom- 
ing on  the  River  Sis(pH*lianah  Immiijt  in  tlie  Possesion  of  our  most 
'-^rate   Enemy.     II ih  Information  is  by  a  Person  sent  E* 
Ijarkawauev  u\>ov\V  vvcvAx^  v>t  ^tu^v\i  Miles  from  ^^' 
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only  to  make  Regular  Returns  of  the  Quantity  of  Amunition 
wanted  for  their  Regts.  &  give  an  order  for  it  in  Favour  of  their 
Qn'r  Master  on  the  Commissioner  of  Military  Stores;  this  Backed 
by  a  Warrant  from  the  Gov'r  will  draw  the  necessary  Supply  of 
Amunition  made  upon  Catridges  ready  for  Use.  Mr.  Wisner 
might  have  informed  you  of  this  as  a  Law  passed  the  Legislature 
at  their  last  meet'g  for  this  Purpose. 

If  the  Militia  Law  &  the  Genl.  Orders  already  issued,  are  com- 
plied with,  the  Militia  will  move  with  great  good  Order  &  Con- 
■-  aistencey.    They  are  to  be  formed  into  eight  classes    The  Rota- 
tion of  Duty  of  each  Class  fixed,  they  are  to  be  compleatly  armed 
&  accoutred,  &  held  in  the  most  Perfect  Readiness  to  march  at 
a  Moment's  warning  &  in  Case  of  an  Invasfiion  or  Insurection,  to 
march  without  waiting  orders  &  repell  the  Enemy;  making  Re- 
IK>rt  of  what  shall  be  done  to  the  Governor.    /No  orders  there- 
fore can  be  issued  more  consistent  with  the  Safety  of  the  Fron- 
tiers or  by  which  the  Force  of  the  Militia  can  be  more  readilly 
collected  to  the  Point  where  they  may  be  most  wanted  for  that 

purpose.    I  am  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

[To  Messrs.  Henry  Wisner,  Benj'n  Tusten  Jur.,  Moses  Hatfield 

and  Isaac  Nicoll.] 


[No.  1566.] 

James  Artnitage's  Deposition  in  Relation  to  Tories  and  Indians  on 

the  Frontier. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Abraham  Tenbroeck,  Esqr., 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  city  and  County  of  Al- 
bany, James  Armitage,*  of  A  era  in  said  county,  coach  and  Chair 
maker,  who  being  duly  Sworn  deposeth  and  Saith:  about  Six 


•nif  dcsMtftftn  imlaagB  to  the  letter,  dated  July  11,  r.TS,  QeiMnA  T«BkBco«caL  \a  ^HAT^^CSAsiWft.. 
\mpmemi   »Afm  JSuxoMtAM, 
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weeks  ago  two  men  came  to  his  house  armed;  he  has  forgot  thdr 
names;   they  said   they  came  from   Coy  mans   Patent,  and  were 
going  to  Paghkatakean  to  look  for  Land; — ^they  Betamed  in  four 
or  five  days;  he  wa£  not  at  home;  they  told  his  wife  if  he  Stayed 
at  home  and  remained  Quiet,  he  would  not  be  molested — about 
a  week  or  ten  days  ago  one  of  them  came  with  a  Stranger  agaii 
to  his  house,  and  said  they  were  pursued  by  the  Bangers;  the  d^ 
I)onent  Said  if  the  Rangers  came  they  would  take  him  &  them 
both,  as  he  was  Suspected  to  be  a  Tory  by  some  people,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  go  to  lay  at  his  neighbours^  Joshua  Weekes  booae. 
That  they  were  on  their  way  to  Paghkatakean  which  is  abont 
Eighteen  miles  from  Batavia — ^that  last  Wednesday  an  unknowi 
person  passed  his  house  upon  the  Boad  to  Oattskill,  he  had  a 
Coloured  Riffle  Shirt  on  &  was  armed  &c.    Said  person  Betumeil 
last  friday  about  nine  or  ten  o'Clock  in  the  morning;  that  after 
eating  breakfast  he  followed  the  deponent  to  the  Garden,  bat 
previous  to  this,  in  presence  of  Joshua  Weeks,  Said  person  began 
a  discourse,  by  observing  that  many  were  forced  to  be  Tories  by 
harrassing  of  them;  that  one  Smith  went  to  N.  York  the  winter 
before  last  and  Resided  there,  and  afterward  returned  home  and 
meant  to  live  quietly,  that  one  Capt.  Snider  threatned  to  take 
him  up,  that  Smith  hearing  of  it  went  off  and  Joined  Burgoyne; 
that  before  Hurgoyne's  Surrender  Said  Smith  went  off  with  fiTe 
hundred  Tories;  that  Sjiid  Smith  was  a  Major  and  Super  Inten- 
dant  of  ye  Indians,  and  he  wish'd  that  Smith  had  all  the  Toriet. 
This  parsed  in  presence  of  Joshua  Weeks;  the  person  then  iv^ 
quested  to  Si>eak  with  the  deiK)nent  in  private;  they  then  went 
down  to  the  (lardin;  the  jrtsou  told  the  dei)ondent  that  the  two 
men  who  were  at  his  house  some  time  before,  told  him  thedepoo* 
eut  was  a  friend  to  Go\eTXLTi\e;wV,  \iw^\Xitai  Vvft  had  heard  from  8ak 
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two  men,  a  Great  deal  of  Weeks;  that  he  was  a  Strong  Rebel ;  he 
then  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  letter  Signed  John  Butler,  and  di- 
rected to  Lord  Howe  dated  7th  June  to  the  following  purpose 
**  My  Lord,  these  are  to  let  you  know  I  am  now  in  Beadinese 
with  15,000  Indians   and   Government   men,  and    hoping   your 
Xiordfihip  will  forward  the  army  and  fleet  on  the  15th  of  July  I 
shall  begin  my  Ruptures  and  hopes  to  Join  you  at  Cattskill." 
He  then  pulled  out  another  letter  and  told  the  deponent  he  was 
direct  from  Butler,  and  was  the  Smith,  who  he  had  before  made 
mention  of,  to  the  deponent  and  Weeks,  and  was  a  Major  and 
Super  Intendent  of  the  Indians;  this  letter  was  directed  to  all 
the  friends  to  Government,  Signed  John  Butler,  "  desiring  that 
they  would  come  off  Immediately  and  Join  him,  that  if  they  did 
not^  they  must  share  the  same  fate  as  the  Retells  as  this  was 
the  last  time  of  asking."    He  further  Said  that  one  of  the  men 
who  was  at  the  deponents  house  was  now  at  Ck)eymans  patent 
collecting  all  the  men  he  could^  and  that  he  hoped  said  person 
would  bring  a  considerable  number  with  him.    That  they  were 
to  Join  at  Paghkatakean;  and  that  he  would  advise  the  deponent 
to  come  off  as  soon  as  possible;  that  each  man  was  to  have  four 
Shillings  pr  day  from  the  time  they  left  their  own  houses.    He 
further  Said  that  he  commanded  the  Party  at  (3obus  Kill  &  three 
of  the  friends  to  Government  were  killed  owing  to  their  not  com- 
ing off;  &  that  he  had  Seven  prisoners  and  Swore  he  would  have 
Peter  Hagar,  and  the  Beckers,  and  Sweep  Schoharie  Kill,  and 
then  he  would  come  and  take  Weeks — he  further  Said  he  had 
Twenty-two  Indians  at  the  lower  end  of  Ba/tavia,  and  five  hun- 
dred Indians  &  Government  men  back  of  the  Mountains.    That  a 
Party  is  back  of  Cherry  Valley,  a  party  back  of  Schoharie,  and 
the  main  body  with  Butler.    The  Deponent  has  frequently  Se-eiiL 
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anni'd  lui^n  Travelling  to  wardB  Baitavia  and  has  Beawm  to  ke^ 

lieve  that  many  have  gone  off;  that  aa  the  deponent  lived  ill 

exi>osed  Situation  he  was  obliged  to  disguiae  hia  Real  8entiiia% 

and  talk  with  the  Enemies  of  his  coantry  aa  if  he  waa  one,  ii 

order  to  preser^^e  his  property  and  life;  but  upon  BeceTing  Oe 

above  Information  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  this  diaooray 

in  oi-der  to  prevent  the  Intended  Evils  that  might  arise,  wit  the 

same  to  have  been  Kept  Secret- 
James  Armit^e. 

Sworn  before  me  this  6th  of  July  1778. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeok 

Copy. 


[No.  1567.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  WRITES  PELATIAH  PITCH. 

And  Makes  a  Calm  Revictc  of  the  TrouhUs  Betwetn  Terwumi  md 

New  York. 

Ponghkeepsle  7th  July  177& 
Sir,  I  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  jour  Letter  of  the  Ist  Instaat 
with  the  inclosed  Returns  of  Civil  and  Military  OflBcers.  As  the 
Council  of  Api>ointment  have  lately  adjourned  and  ss  they  reside 
in  dilTon^ni  Part^  of  tht*  State  I  did  not  think  proper  to  detain  Mr. 
Sherburn  until  I  cou*d  convent-  thorn.  You  may  rest  asaared. 
however,  I  shall  call  a  Council  wiih  all  p^*8sible  Disfiatch  wbcs 
your  Returns  will  be  laid  brfore  them  and  I  hSTe  no  Doubt  bat 
that  they  will  ap(H>in;  agreable  to  your  Ret*onunendatii»n.  As 
ff\H>u  a«  the  Commi^ion«  are  made  out  I  shall  transmit  them  to 
\ou  by  Kxprv^is. 

We  an^  still  ^i^aitm^  wi:b  anx:<=u^  £x}KnrtatioD  the  Besalt  of  our 
Application  to  Coni:re^s  to  in:er|M>se  in  this  Affair  and  can  im- 
pute onr  not  rtveiviug  ai^  Ans^vx  o\i\%  \o  \^>x  Vnu%  ^aoc^  ia 
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"tbose  very  Important  Matters  which  you  may  easily  suppose  at 
^refient  to  engross  their  Attention.  I  have  notwithstanding  by 
a  «i)eoial  CJonveyance  this  Day  informed  them  that  Drafts  were 
making  ander  the  Authority  of  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  to 
compleat  Colo.  Warner's  Regiment,  That  tho  we  were  willing 
that  the  main  Business  of  advising  means  for  settling  the  Contro- 
Tersy  with  the  discontented  Inhabitants  on  the  Grants  shoud  be 
deferred  'till  the  more  Important  &  Urgent  Business  of  the  Con- 
tinent is  so  far  compleated  as  to  admit  of  Leisure,  yet  that  for 
the  present  we  must  insist  upon  an  immediate  &  positive  disa- 
Towal  of  this  extraordinary  exercise  of  Authority  and  express 
Orders  to  Colo.  Warner  (their  Officer)  not  to  receive  any  of  the 
Drafts  into  his  Regiment  or  in  any  wise  countenance  the  Measure. 

I  would  still  as  upon  a  former  Occassion  earnestly  recommend 
a  firm  and  prudent  Resistance  to  the  drafting  of  Men,  raising 
Taxes  and  the  Exercise  of  every  other  Act  of  Government  under 
the  ideal  Vermont  State  and  in  such  Towns  where  our  Friends 
are  snffioiently  Powerful  for  the  Purpose  I  would  advise  the  En- 
tering into  Associations  for  the  mutual  Defence  of  their  Persons 
and  Property  against  this  Usurpation. 

Yon  will  readilly  perceive  that  until  we  have  received  the  An- 
swer of  Congress  &  the  Legislature  have  declared  their  Sense  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  advise  except  only  in  general  Terms.  Your 
own  Prudence  and  Discretion  must  determine  the  true  Line  of 
pondnot  which  I  trust  will  be  consistent  with  the  sacred  Obliga- 
tions of  Allegiance  and  the  Characters  of  Men  who  dare  oppose 
lawless  Domination  and  Power  whether  attempted  to  be  exer- 
cised by  a  Single  Tyrant  or  a  Missguided  Multitude.    I  am  with 

The  most  perfect  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

Palatiah  Fitch  Esquire. 

34 
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[No.  1668.] 
George  Clinton  to  Micah  TowMend.* 


[No.  1569.] 
Requisition  for  Ammuniiian. 

PoukeepiEue  July  7th  1778l 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  request 
that  you  will  furniflh  Lieut.  Colo.  Newkerk  of  Colo.  McGlangbrVh 
Uojrt.  with  such  quantity  of  ammunition  a«  he  may  on  the  pn» 
out  omergoncy  draw  for  in  favor  of  his  Quarter  maater  for  tbe 
use  of  the  said  Regt.  on  the  Terms  mentioned  in  the  encloted 
Copy  of  a  Law  passed  the  last  Sefifiion.  And  upon  yoor  ■endinf 
to  liifi  Excellency  the  Draft  made  on  you  by  Lieut.  Colo.  Sew- 
kcrk,  he  will  back  it  with  a  warr't  for  your  Justification.    Tm.  4c. 

Bobt.  Benson  A.  D.  C 

Colo.  Lasher. 


[No.  1570.] 

THE  VERMONT  QUESTION. 

(ioiTnwr  (linfon  Kxpnssi^s  hh  Viars  on  the  Subfed  io  Chmvenmr 

Morris. 

Poughkeepaie  7th  July  177& 

l>oar  SSir,  I  had  prepared  an  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  16th 
of  ,lunc  ere  I  receivt^l  that  of  the  2:^d  Hut  before  I  had  an  Oppt* 
tnnity  of  forwarding'  it  the  laiti-r  came  to  Uand.  I  always  cod- 
sidertil  Monied  Maitt  rs  a6  the  nu>6t  delicaie  &  therefore  took  tbi 
Liliertv  of  coiinuunitatini:  the  Contt-nts  of  your  Letters  to  oor 
>;ood  Friend  ihe  i'lii-  f  .lusii^e  >Aho  wat  kind  ••nou;:h  to  write yw 
hi*i  Souriinenr'i  i»n  ilif  Siil.ji-  t  whi-  h  exactly  coincided  with  mj 
own  niind  \  v«»!i  will  nvrive  bo:h  Leiiet*  under  one  Cover. 

itfv%>nJlU4j  ■  Si  ATI  Ul»U'«iv\. 
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I  am  exceedingly  concerned  to  learn  that  Congress  have  not 
yet  taken  up  our  Controversy  with  the  diflcontented  Inhabitantfl 
of  the  Grants,  and  that  we  are  not  of  Course  to  speedilly  Expect 
an  Explicit  Declaration  of  the  Sense  of  Congrees  on  that  Subject./ 
I  easilly  perceive  that  your  time  ifi  much  taken  up  with  the  very 
Important  Affairs  of  the  Continent  at  this  Critical  Period  but  I 
cant  conceive  how  the  great  Work  of  Confederation  can  so  fully 
employ  the  Attention  of  Congress  especially  as  many  of  the  States 
have  not  yet  vested  their  Delegates  with  the  necessary  Powers  on 
that  Point  as  not  to  be  able  to  afford  a  Moment  to  an  Affair  in 
which  one  of  the  States  ifi  so  deeply  Interested  &  the  Honor  & 
perhaps  the  future  Peace  of  the  whole  so  intimately  concerned. 
'  You  are  sensible  that  Jealousies  have  from  the  first  been  enter- 
tained by  many  of  the  People  of  thia  State  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Grants  were  encouraged  in  their  unwarantable  Proceedings 
by  at  least  Individuals  in  Congress  &  Servants  of  the  public 
which  I  have  Reason  to  fear  were  but  too  well  founded.  1  While 
these  Jealousies  were  confined  to  Individuals  they  coud  produce 
no  great  Evil,  But,  Sir,  should  they  extend  to  the  Body,  and  I 
am  not  without  apprehensicms  they  will,  as  well  from  the  Slight 
&  unsatisfactory  Manner  the  Business  was  treated  on  a  former 
Occaflsion,  when  a  few  Words  only  spoken  in  plain  &  explicit 
Language  would  in  all  probability  have  settled  the  whole  Matter, 
as  by  Delay  now,  (when  the  Mallcontents  are  strenghthening  their 
Cause  by  establishing  &  exercising  the  Powers  of  Government 
over  the  Subjects  of  this  State),  Shoud  this  be  the  Case  it  will 
necessarily  occassion  the  loss  of  that  Confidence  which  in  our 
present  Circumstances  is  so  essential  &  which  the  good  People 
have  hitherto  unreservedly  placed  in  Congress  &  may  be  produc- 
tive of  Effects  very  Injurious  to  the  Common  Caxis^.  Vl\5»a:^^^>»^ 
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[No.  1568.] 
George  Clinton  to  Mieah  Town^emd,* 


[No.  1569.] 
Requisition  for  Ammunition, 

Poakeepaie  Jolj  7th  177& 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  (}oyemor  to  reqneft 
that  you  will  f urnifih  Lieut.  Colo.  Newkerk  of  Colo.  McClaoghir'b 
Regt.  with  such  quantity  of  ammunition  sm  he  may  on  the  pra^ 
ent  emergency  draw  for  in  favor  of  his  Quarter  master  for  tk 
use  of  the  said  Regt.  on  the  Terms  mentioned  in  the  encl>«rf 
Copy  of  a  Law  passed  the  last  Sefifiion.  And  upon  your  sendiog 
to  hifi  Excellency  the  Draft  made  on  you  by  Lieut  Colo.  Sew- 
kerk,  he  will  back  it  with  a  warr't  for  your  Jostification.    Ym.  At. 

BobtBensoiiA.D.a 

Colo.  Lasher. 


[No.  1570.] 

THE  VERMONT  QUESTION. 

Governor  Clinton  Expresses  his  Vietcs  on  the  Subject  io  Gouvermtr 

Morris. 

Poughkeepde  7th  Jaly  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  had  prepared  an  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  16ib 
of  June  ere  I  received  that  of  the  23d  But  before  I  had  an  Opp* 
tunity  of  forwarding  it  the  latter  came  to  Hand.  I  always  god* 
fiidered  Monied  Matters  a£  the  mofit  delicate  &  therefore  took  tlii 
Liberty  of  connminirating  the  Contents  of  your  Letters  to  oor 
good  Friend  the  Chief  Justice  who  wae$  kind  enough  to  write  yon 
hid  Sentiments  on  the  Subject  which  exactly  coinVidi*d  with  nj 
own  mind  &  yon  will  receive  both  Leitere  under  one  Cover. 

lettar  !■  practically  ld«uticul  with  tU.tt  to  IV-Utuh  >'itcb.  oa  the 
''ATI  UinOftlXK. 
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[No.  1B72.] 

And  in  a  Letter  to  Congress  Predicts  CivU  War,  Unless  Congress 

Intervenes. 

Poughkeepfiie,  July  8th  1778. 

Bir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
Letters  of  the  10th  &  20th  of  June  last  and  to  inform  you  that 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  at  their  last  meeting  enacted 
Laws  for  appointing  suitable  Persons  to  procure  military  accou- 
trements for  the  Quota  of  Drafts  for  filling  up  the  Continental 
Battalions  raised  under  the  Direction  of  this  State — for  suspend- 
ing the  Law  for  regulating  Prices  and  for  exempting  from  militia 
Duty  Deserters  from  the  British  army  &  navy  (not  being  Subjects 
of  this  State)  and  disqualifying  them  from  acting  as  Substitutes 
in  the  militia  during  the  present  War;  copies  of  these  acts  to- 
gether with  such  others  as  have  before  been  passed  in  consequence 
of  recommendations  of  Congress  and  have  not  been  already  for- 
warded shall  as  soon  as  they  are  printed  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  regret.  Sir,  I  find  myself  constrained 
again  to  intrude  upon  the  Deliberations  of  Congress,  and  to  en- 
treat their  attention  to  a  Matter  of  the  greatest  Importance  & 
which  requires  their  immediate  Interposition. 

The  Disorders  which  have  long  prevailed  in  the  Northeastern 
parts  of  this  State;  where  the  deluded  Inhabitants  have  at- 
tempted a  Separation  from  us,  and  to  erect  themselves  into  an 
Independent  State  under  the  Style  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  are 
fast  approaching  to  a  serious  and  alarming  crisis,  and  unless 
Measures  are  speedily  adopted  to  prevent  it,  we  shall  very  soon 
be  involved  in  a  civil  war. 

As  we  have  considered  the  whole  continent  event^i^l's  vq^k^- 
ested  in  the  iBBue  ot  this  affair  equally  ^Vtii  oxmcSW^^  \Xi^\«je^ 
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latare  of  this  State  were  determined  to  use  no 
for  the  reestablishment  of  their  authority  in  that  part  of  tte  eoD> 
try  'till  we  were  previoaaly  favoured  with  the  Sentlmeaii  ni 
advice  of  Congress;  and  had  these  nnhaf^y  People  coBtntii 
themselves  with  barely  denying  oar  JnrisdictioB,  matten  miijit 
have  remained  in  that  Sitaation  'till  having  ezpeUed  oar  eztOEMl 
Enemyj^  Congress  might  then  have  entered  upon  tlie  Bnslncw  via 
more  leizare  and  deliberation;  bat  their  Proceedinga  have  of  bte 
been  snch,  that  we  shall  very  soon,  from  mere  motives  of  kH 
defence  be  obliged  to  have  recoarse  to  arms. 

The  Inhabitants  of  several  Towns  within  the  daim  of  tUs  pn- 
tended  State  distingnishing  between  the  fwmer  and  present  Gsf- 
emment  of  this,  conscioas  that  all  their  Orievances  whkh  ttcj 
may  have  suffered  arose  from  abases  under  the  former  and  that 
they  had  every  Thing  to  expect  from  the  Justice  and  Generosity  «l 
the  Latter,  have  been  constantly  and  warmly  attached  to  n%  aii 
are  confirmed  in  this  attachment  by  the  equitable  PropoMh  is 
the  Resolutions  of  both  Houses  of  the  21st  of  Feby.  last;  and  re- 
lying on  as  for  assistance  are  determined  at  every  hasard  to  rcsirt 
this  unwarrantable  usurpation. 

In  consequence  of  an  Act  of  the  pretended  Legislature  of  Vcr 
mont,  a  Draft  of  every  fourth  man  throughout  that  Terrytory, 
including  these  Towns,  are  to  be  made  to  compleat  Colo.  Ws^ 
ner's  Regiment  (tho'  in  Justice  to  this  Gentlemen  I  most  observe 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  boon  done  upon  his  application)  and 
assoi;smont#<  are  making  in  Order  to  raise  a  Tax.  As  the  well 
nfTcH'tod  Towns  will  rofuso  to  furnish  their  respective  aids  either 
of  mon  or  monov,  under  that  usur]H'd  authority,  Force  will  prob- 
ably bo  UHod  to  couipol  them;  which  will  be  opposed  by  Force. 
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The  Wifidom  of  Congress  will  naturally  suggest  to  them  what 
the  consequence  will  be,  and  what  a  dif?agreeable  Influence  a  con- 
test of  this  kind  may  have,  not  only  on  the  minds  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  this  State,  but  upon  the  affairs  of  the  whole  Confedera- 
tion; and,  therefore,  trust  it  will  command  a  proportionable  de- 
gree of  their  care  and  attention  to  prevent  this  unhappy  dispute 
from  being  bro't  to  so  fatal  an  Ififiue. 

Whether  the  very  important  matters  now  before  Congress  will 
admit  them  to  enter  fully  upon  the  Business  of  this  controversy 
is  with  them  to  determine;  tho'  I  could  wish  it  might  not  be 
deferred  Longer.  I  must  however  for  the  present  entreat  at  least 
a  Besolution,expreBsly  disapproving  of  theconduct  of  these  People 
in  this  Instance,  and  a  positive  order  to  Colo.  Warner  not  to  re- 
ceive any  of  the  Drafts  into  his  regiment.  This  appears  to  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  immediate  Shedding  of  Blood;  and  with 
out  it  I  fear  all  those  Calamities  and  misfortunes  which  are  the 
natural  attendants  of  a  civil  war.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 
the  highest  Esteem  and  respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't 

Hum'e  Serv't 

Geo:  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  Henry  Laurence  Esqr.  President  of  Congress. 


[No.  1573.]  • 


[No.  1574.] 

Oavernor  Clinton  Calls  Gates*  Attention  to  the  Weak  Condition  of 

Fort  Schuyler. 

Poughkeepsie  10th  July  1778. 

D'r  Sir,   I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  this  Moment 

received  from  Colo.  Gaansevoort,  Commandant  of  Fort  Schuyler, 

*See  page  9S,  Volume  lU 
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latnre  of  thix  Btate  were  determined  to  use  no  compnteorr  i 
for  thf',  r^^rfltabli.^hineDt  of  their  aothority  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try *till  we  wf-re  prerionslj  favoored  with  the  Sentimenti  and 
;ir]vice  of  Con^reHs;  and  bad  these  nnhappj  People  contented 
thomMtlvf'H  with  barely  denying  oar  Jnrisdiction,  mattem  might 
havf?  rcmflinfd  in  that  Situation  'till  having  expelled  oor  external 
Krif*rny,  (Jongrfss  might  then  have  entered  upon  the  Business  iritli 
riiorp  lf?iziire  and  deliberation;  but  their  Proceedings  have  of  late 
bf*on  sii(*h,  that  we  shall  very  soon,  from  mere  motives  of  aelf 
defence  be  obliged  to  have  reeonrse  to  arms. 

The  Inhabitants  of  several  Towns  within  the  claim  of  thispre^ 
tended  Htate  dlRtinguishing  between  the  former  and  present  Got- 
ernnient  of  tliiA,  eonHcious  that  all  their  Grievances  which  thej 
ni;iy  have  HiifTen^d  arose  from  abuses  under  the  former  and  that 
lliey  had  every  Thing  to  expect  from  the  Jnstice  and  Generosity  of 
tli(*  liiitter,  have  l)een  constantly  and  warmly  attached  to  us,  and 
are  eontlrnied  in  this  attachment  by  the  equitable  Proposals  in 
the  Hes<»lu(ion«(  of  both  Houses  of  the  21st  of  Feby.  last;  and  re- 
lying on  ns  for  aHsistanee  are  determined  at  every  hazard  to  resist 
this  unwarrantable  usurpation. 

In  eon»eqn(»nee  of  an  Act  of  the  pretended  Legislature  of  Ver 
niont,  a  Draft  of  every  fourth  man  throughout  that  Terrytory, 
inelndiii^  tlu's«»  Town*5,  are  to  l»o  made*  to  compleat  Colo.  War- 
ner's Ke^inu'Tit  itho*  in  .liisti(*e  to  this  <ii*ntlemen  I  must  observe 
it  (loi-s  not  appear  to  have  Im  .  ii  done  ninm  his  application^  and 
asst^snuni**  Mr  inakin;:  in  Onl»  r  to  raist*  a  Tax.  As  the  w»^ll 
aiVtrit'il  To>Mis  will  r«  fuse  lo  furnish  thrir  resp«»ctive  aids  either 
of  uxrn  or  nton  v.  nnil»T  th:u  u^iiiriN  ,1  authority.  Force  will  pp>b- 
.»l»'\  Im'  ti»i««i  f»»  ii»ir;i«  '  •)'!  :m  .    wl.'-  !i  \\V\  l»»*  upposed  by  Fon***. 
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Excellency  has  Rec'dj  the  time  of  those  on  duty  will  Expire  in  1 1 
or  12  days — how  the  Relieve  will  come  on  I  don't  know,  the  Peo- 
ple Complain  most  Grievously  to  be  Called  out  at  this  Season  of 
the  Year.  I  Inclose  your  ExceH'cy  James  Armitage's*  affidavit. 
I  am  Informed  that  some  new  militia  Commissions  are  sent  up 
to  Officers  in  this  Brigade  if  I  am  Continued  in  Com'd  (which  I  by 
no  means  Solicit  for)  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  names  of  such 
Officers  as  are  appointed.  Your  Excellency  will  see  the  Propriety 
of  this  as  it  will  otherwise  be  Impossible  for  me  to  know  to  whom 
to  Issue  my  Orders  with  great  Esteem  I  Remain  Your  Excellency's 
most  Obed't  &  Humble  Servant 


Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 


His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1576.] 
Difficulties  in  Supplying  Powder. 

Pishkill  July  11th  1778. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  I'm  Call'd  upon  by  the  Honour- 
able Genl.  Glover,  Commanding  officer  of  Fort  Arnold,  for  one 
Hundred  Barrells  of  powder,  which  I  cant  furnish  immediately; 
Most  have  to  send  to  Springfield  for  that  Quantity;  as  the  Dis- 
tance is  Greate  it  would  be  some  time  before  it  Could  arrive; 
there  is  forty  Barrells  at  Mr.  Wisnor's  Mills,  twenty  Miles  the 
other  side  the  North  River,  a  place  Calld  Goshen;  Eighteen  Bar- 
rells is  Continental  the  other  twenty-two,  belong  to  this  State, 
which  Cant  be  Delivered  without  your  E>xcellency's  Order;  the 
State  powder  1^1  Replace  as  soon  as  it  arrives  from  Springfield; 
if  your  Excellency  would  be  Pleasd  to  give  an  order  for  the  Whole 
it  will  save  a  Journey  of  Going  to  the  White  Plains  to  git  an 

*  See  iMCM  595-638. 
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I  U-ar  that  the  accounts  it  contains  is  but  too  tme  ft  I  un  tonrti 

find  by  the  Returns  of  that  Garrifison  (which  I  take  for  granted  iK 

also  forwarded  by  him  or  Greneral  Btarke  to  too)  that  that  Fort- 

resB  is  so  lUj  pre[>ared  to  stand  a  8eige  or  even  resist  a  soddn 

vigorous  Assault    If  the  Ehiemy  really  mean  any  Thing  Senoa 

ag*t  that  Quarter  I  presume  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  next  OpentioH 

will  be  up  the  River.    I  am  Sir  with  great  Regard  Yonr  Moit 

Obed't  Serv't 

[GC] 

I  mean  to  set  out  Tomorrow  or  next  Day  for  yonr  Camp  if 
nothing  extraordinary  happens  in  the  Interim  to  prevent  me. 

By  Colo.  Gansevoort's  Return  there  appears  to  be 
Privates  fit  for  Duty  337 

Artillery  including  Officers  82. 

[To  Gen.  Gates.] 


[No.  1575.] 

The  Commander  of  the  Unadilla  Expedition  Not  Yet  DeMM  Vftm. 

Albany  11th  July  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  Ilon'd  with  your  Excellency's  fav'r  of  the  2d  Insttat 
(Jcnoral  Stark  tells  me  he  has  wrote  your  Excel'cy  no  other  letter 

oTi  the  Riibjoot  of  the  ExiXMlition  against  the  Ehiemy  at  Unindillo 
hill  tliat  of  the  2l8t  June;  he  however  told  me  what  I  wrote  in  mj 
b'ttcr  of  the  2()tb.  If  Colonell  Willett  does  not  come  up  &  if  the 
Kxp<Mliti(m  takes  j)la('e,  I  shall  most  Certainly  appoint  an  other 
OfliiMT  in  \hr  ('onunand — I  have  &  shall  farther  Consult  the  Com- 
ij!is<i(>ners  of  Indian  affairs  on  the  Subject  of  this  EJxpodition. 
Winn  thr  party  will  niarcli  I  do  not  yet  know;  as  soon  as  I  do  1 
will  ]«t  ,\onr  KxrclTi  y  know  it.  None  of  the  militia  have  marebeii 
siniM*  I  wrote  you  the  ^0{\\  June  last,  which  letter  I  hope  yoor 
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Peace  of  our  Frontiers  disturbed.  Oenl.  Washington's  Armj  not 
having  yet  arrived  I  dare  not  wrthdraw  the  Militia  from  the  Post 3 
ill  the  Ilighlands.  Harvest  being  at  Hand  forbids  the  ordering  & 
keeping  out  the  whole  or  indeed  a  large  Proportion  of  the  Militia 
for  any  Space  of  Time.  I  dont  know  that  any  Thing  more  can  be 
done  but  keep  out  those  already  ordered  so  stationed  as  to  get  the 
earliest  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Motions  &  occasionally  to 
strenghthen  them,  if  on  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy  it  may  appear 
necessary.  I  woud  apprize  you  that  strong  Detachments  are  out 
towardfi  Minissink  &  Peenpack  from  McClaghry'e  &  Allifion's 
Regts.,  between  whom  &  CJoll.  Cantine  a  constant  Communication 
shoud  be  maintained,  for  the  Purposes  of  gaining  Intelligence  & 
Cooperating  with  each  other.  I  expect  Colo.  Cantine  to  whom 
you  will  please  to  forward  this  Letter  will  increase  the  Guards  on 
the  Frontiers  by  ordering  out  a  greater  part  of  the  Militia  if  he 
shall  Judge  it  necessary,  without  waiting  for  further  Orders.  I 
must  submit  to  you  &  him  whether  Gonsalus  &  Oosterhoudt  ought 
not  to  be  immediately  secured.  This  will  depend  on  their  Char- 
ecters  &  other  Circumstances.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Levy  Pawling  &  to  be  forwarded  to  Colo.  Cantine. 


[No.  1578.] 

ECHOES  FROM  WYOMING. 

Oavemar  Clinton  Rec€it?€8  Depositions  from  Several  Men  Who  Came 
In  from  the  Frontier — The  Military  Situation. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency   The  fre(iuent  Confirmation  of 

the  Inteligencies  which  we  gave  you  in  our  last  as  well  a&  the  un- 

boDDded  disaffection  &  Plotiuge  lately  d\aco^^t&  \v^t^  \si^^^  ^X. 
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^    .     .     .     vTvtf  bv  <>rder  of  the  AnandaL'"  I:. 
.       .   r.     r,:  A.-.-"i3nis  uf  the  Ifostile  I>t'si;rijs  «'f  :!.' 
.     -s  ;:-  Wts^ti-rn  Frontiers.     Bv  a  Letter  I  ^ 

•  ::    .".:■;    •laansevnort.  at  Fon  S«hnvler.  I  .i:- 
.    *;::  >:  r  *  I  Iv  imlar  Troops  from  Canada  &  Indias* 
■s:  «  IT::;'  fr«>ni  wh^nee  thev  were  diiei  Iv  •  • 
>  ■    »  :7      This  A'-ronni  whieh  eatn»-  t"  '■" 
^.      >   ..    .^l:;.i'.«  his  full  i'ledit  induces  m*-  !•>  {•-: 
.^.  :.  .  ..;:>   Artiihnii.  f«»r  1   think   it   nii»r-  tl.^i: 
i  V^,\  :.  *  >:  :  »'.j>i>  ::.:•  iid  anv  Thin^  ag'i  ilia:  I^'^' 
*»,.'.      r.i::M>  fi;   "II   our  Front it-i-s.  imh^hii;.; 
NiI«.:j«:.:>  I"  I'l'Wiii  the  Militia  frtmi  inarrhiti;: '" 
arnsson.  \\hiili  is.  I  am  soirv  tn  say.  n'itln' 
Wl  i»rii\  ided  10  resist  a  frniidahle  aiia>  ^• 
it  i&afavouralile  IVriod  to  ha\e  tb* 
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snen  are  waiting  jour  determination.     We  take  the  Liberty  to 

subscribe  Your  EJxceirys  most  Obedient  Serv'ts 

Benj.  Tusten  Jur., 

Jacob  Newkirk, 

Henry  Wisner. 
Minisink  July  10  1778. 

P.  S.  Altho  we  have  thought  Proper  to  Dismiss  the  Regiments 
for  the  Present  we  have  no  reason  to  depend  on  any  length  of  time 
from  being  excusd  from  a  General  alarm,  even  from  Oapt.  Oudde- 
back'S  report  which  is  the  most  Favourable  account;  therefore 
would  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  Propriety  of  Ordering  the 
Classes  of  Ulster  &  Orrange  to  the  westward,  if  the  Continental 
Troops  have  ariven  in  sufficient  Numbers  at  the  Posts  on  Hud- 
sons  River  to  admit  of  such  a  thing. 
To  His  ExcelFy  George  Clinton  Eeqr   Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  Poughkeepsie. 


Captain  Cuddeback's  Statement. 

Minisink  July  10  1778. 
Capt.  Cuddaback  on  his  Examination  Says,  that  on  Saturday 
last  himself  with  5  others  were  sent  as  Spies,  to  collect  as  far  as 
Possible  every  Piece  of  necessai-y  information  as  to  the  Strength, 
namber  &  movements  of  the  Enemy  at  Cosheighton;  that  on  their 
arival  at  that  place  had  a  private  Conferrence  with  one  Solomon 
Decker,  in  whom  he  placed  an  intire  Confidence,  who  informed 
him  that  as  nearly  as  he  was  able  to  Judge  from  their  appear- 
ance, about  250  Indians  &  Tories  had  Collected  at  Cosheighton, 
who  had  previously  formed  an  expidition  against  Penepack  & 
Minisink  &  that  they  had  marched  for  those  places,  &  he  says 
their  PJaD  waa  to  march  as  privately  as  possSVA^  \.o  l&ATk^^\^ 
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[Mong:aup]  River  &  there  to  divide  into  small  parties  &  to  iDil 
certain  parts  of  the  Settlements  to  each  respective  Party  tkci 
seperate  &  each  party  execute  their  villany  at  the  same  time*  bit 
when  they  got  as  far  on  their  way  as  the  moath  of  LakawacL 
they  were  informed  that  a  large  number  of  militia  had  Collected 
at  Minisink  &  they  then  thought  proper  not  to  proceed  inj 
farther  down  Dcleware,  but  turned  their  attentioii  toward  a  Smtll 
settlement  on  T>ackawack  where  they  murther'd  a  few,  took  some 
Prisoners,  Cattle,  Bheep  &  hogs,  but  the  exact  number  of  either, 
he  did  not  know,  as  they  went  directly  through  the  Country  to 
Achuago,  which  pervented  him  of  an  opertunity  of  seeing  th«n 
on  their  return;  s'd  Decker  also  informed  the  Examinant  that 
there  was  still  a  few  lurking  villians  of  the  party  at  Lackawact 
which  he  judg'd  was  left  as  a  party  of  observation  and  kept  np 
a  constant  communication  between  that  place  &  Achqnago  or 
wherever  the  above  party  had  march'd  to. 


Robert  Jones's  Statement. 

Menecinct  10th  of  Jnly  1778. 

Parsonally  Appeard  Hofon*  me  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.,  Robert 
Jones.  an<l  Snys  that  he  L<ft  Albany  the  8th  Day  of  May  Last. 
w»nt  from  tluuce  to  Johnstown,  Htayd  their  3  Nights,  went  from 
tlM»ii(M'  to  fononjrlioharre,  Stiiyd  their  one  Night,  then  went  to  thf 
IJiiltunnot  or  old  In«ri;nHl  Drstrict  and  Stayd  their  10  or  11  Days, 
at  whirh  tiiiH'  .Tosrpli  Ilraiit  ('ani«.»  thrir  with  Six  Indians  and  2 
nr  :;  ;:r<Mn  ('oar  Snl(H»rs:  Stayd  two  Days;  he  orderd  the  Ei- 
aiiilFMiit  wiili  Nirn-  faiinlios  who  livd  at  that  place  to  go  with 
Mm.  if  Fri*  n«ls  to  Cioviinmiit.  if  not  to  take  ther  own  Resk;  hio 
Srjf  ./fj<|   \  faimW's  \\\\\\  >^'A  Wyvww  wvnw  \v>  V,\i^^^^^\t^  other 
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five  Soon  followed;  Brant  did  not  Insist  on  their  going  but  would 
take  their  Cattle;  Neither  would  protect  them,  unles  they  went 
with  him ;  after  that  the  Examinent  and  one  John  Faalkner  went 
with  S'd  Brant  to  Anaghquago;  after  Being  their  Some  time  an 
Express  Came  from  Butler  to  Brant,  ordering  him  to  march 
Immediately  to  Tyoga,  which  orders  Brant  Immediately  obayd 
and  Stayd  Eight  or  Nine  Days,  Informing  when  retumd,  that  he 
had  Been  at  a  treaty;  that  the  Indians  Befusd  to  Join  in  an  Ex- 
pedition to  the  Northward  unless  they  first  ware  assisted  to  Out 
of  the  Inhabetents  of  Susquehanah,  at  which  treaty  it  was  agreed 
that  Butler  Should  go  to  Wyoming  and  that  Brant  Should  Stay 
at  Anahquago,  and  that  Brant  in  the  mean  time  was  to  Collect 
all  the  provision  he  Could  against  the  time  Butler  was  to  be  at 
Anahquago;  for  that  purpose  Brant  Cald  togeather  all  the  old 
Indians  who  L^ft  the  matter  to  him  as  to  provision  &c. 

Brant  then  formed  an  Expedition  against  Lakawak  for  the 
purpose  of  Collecting  provision  and  went  one  Day  on  his  march, 
when  an  Express  was  Sent  after  him  Requiring  him  to  Return 
Immediately,  on  account  that  a  party  from  the  Northward  was 
Expected  to  attact  Unedillah.  Brant  Immediately  Retumd  and 
Dispached  all  the  white  men  he  Could  to  the  assistanc  of 
Unnedillah  and  2  Days  after  being  last  Sunday,  S'd  Brant  fol- 
k>wed  after,  with  all  the  Indians  at  that  place;  the  Same  Day 
five  Indians  arived  at  Aghquago  and  Gave  Information  of  a  Large 
Number  of  Sinckes  [Senecas]  on  their  march  to  the  Same  place 
to  Joyn  Brant;  on  Tuesday  a  Small  number  Collected  whoo  under 
the  Command  of  Capt'n  Jacobs  (an  Indian)  followed  after  Brant; 
they  left  the  Examinent  at  Anahquago;  he  made  his  Escape  the 
Same  Day;  whoo  on  his  march  says  he  met  about  20  Indians  and 
white  men  with  a  Number  of  prisoners,  wMcVi  t\ie^  \.qW\soti^^^ 
Oct  at  Lakawak. 
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The  Examlnant  also  sajs  that  Batler  is  not  to  c<Hiie  d<vwii  to 
Miaisiiik  (slb  he  anderstood  from  Braot)  but  wms  to  go  froB 
Wyoming  on  an  Expidition  against  CIi^tt  Vally  A  to  be  Jobd 
by  Brant,  thinking  it  a  favoarable  time  for  the  Pnrpofle  as  ht 
anderstood  the  times  of  the  Militia  who  guarded  it  is  to  exim 
next  Fryday  &  he  intends  to  attack  it  the  Sunday  FoUowinf. 
taken  Before  me  the  Day  above  written. 

Henry  Wiener. 

P.  S.  If  Yonr  Exi^ll^ncy's  Knowledg  of  the  facts  mentioDed 
by  the  above  Examinant  should  Incline  jon  to  think  he  ought  to 
have  his  liberty  &  that  he  inteds  Friendship  for  as  yon  will  Pleis* 

to  signify  it. 


Hahmantis  Dumoxd's  Btatemskt. 

Ilaramanis  Dnmon,  of  Ponghkataken,  being  I>iily  Sworn  Biitk 
that  on  Wednesday  the  Eighth  Instant  he  with  Johannii  Tai- 
wngennn  and  Several  other  all  Residenters  of  that  Settlemcit 
wlunt  Down  the  River  to  Papaeonk,  at  the  Beqnest  of  George 
Barnard:  when  they  came  to  Johannis  Barnard  at  Papaconk,  thej 
fnnnd  ahoiit  twenry  Indians  all  arm*d,  and  abont  twenty  Toriei 
who  wan*,  kis  this  I>»iM>nant  Und*r  Stood)  to  go  Down  the  Bitpt 
r<»  a  pla«».-  rall»*d  WiIl«I».'weniangh  [Williwemack]  and  their  to  be 
Jnynd,  by  anr>th»  r  party,  th»n<>-  Tn  proceed  to  Lagha  week  and  &> 
nil  to  K<>rh»'s:»'r  and  to  D^^stroy  all  before  them;  only  Suck  t* 
Should  J.iyu  ihf-ni  or  lay  Down  their  arms;  and  this  Depooent 
fjirth'-r  SaiTh:  that  h»-  I'nder  Stoo<l  That  their  was  a  party  Cmbr 
tip-  < 'nmni.iiMl  of  r.rant  rh»-  Imiiain  pm  to  Sohogery.  and  aaotbcr 
I'.irtv  to  rh'Fry  \'all\.  am!  als«»  another  party  Under  the  Ow 

n<l  of  P>iith  r  to  W.  oiiii«-  and  anotln-r  parly  Commanded  bj 
'jnini  To  Man\s\\\y:*,  iW  \vAt\N  ^\iQ\\i\j^TA%l^TBaehesteristo 
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be  Joynd,  by  forty  men  Under  the  Command  of  Job's  Ostpout,  and 
also  another  party  Under  The  Command  of  Samuel  Gnnsalus. 

Harmanes  Domond. 
Sworn  before  me  this  tenth  Day  of  July  1778. 
Levi  Pawling. 


Governor  Clinton's  Response. 

New  Windsor  Sunday  12th  July  1778. 
Gentlemen,  I  have  this  Moment  received  your  Letter  Dated 
the  10th  with  the  Inclosures.  I  agree  with  you  that  [it]  is  highly 
necessary  to  keep  out  one  Class  at  least  of  Colo.  McClaghry's  & 
Allison's  Regts.  on  the  Frontiers  for  the  present  and  the  whole 
held  in  the  most  perfect  Readiness  to  join  them  if  from  the  In- 
telligence yon  may  receive  it  may  appear  necessary.  I  am  now 
at  thifl  Place  on  my  Way  to  see  Genls.  Washington  &  Gates;  &  my 
particular  Business  is  to  concert  Measures  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Frontiers;  as  soon  as  I  return  you  shall  have  my  further  answer 
respecting  the  above  two  Regts;  till  when  as  Genl.  Washington's 
Troops  are  not  yet  arrived  I  cannot  alter  my  former  Orders,  but 
be  assured  they  shall  have  strict  Justice  &  Credit  for  the  Extra 
Duty  they  may  perform.  I  begg  you  will  immediately  forward 
by  Express  (the  Express  of  which  I  will  pay)  the  Substance  of 
Jones'  &  Cuddeback's  Information  to  Genl.  Tenbroeck  at  Albany 
&  to  Colo.  Cantine  at  Marble  Town.  I  have  Reason  to  believe 
the  greater  Part  of  what  Jones  Relates  but  as  yet  I  cant  advise 

yoa  to  release  him. 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

[To  Benj.  Tnsten  Jur.,  Jacob  Newkirk  and  Henry  Wisner.] 
35 
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[No.  1579.] 

(ip:NEKAL  SCOTT  TAKES  A  GIX)OMY  VIEW. 

Gathrrii   up   the   State's   Archives   and   Prepares    to    Ijeiive  I  UUr 
V aunty  to  the  Invader. 

Hurley,  July  12th  lT7s. 

Sir,  The  Situation  of  this  Country  18  truly  deplorahlf.    Mil^ 

chief  }ilr(»ady  dono  at  Laghawaok.      The  Country  breaking  uj* 

and  the  Harvest  probably  abandoned.     I  think  the  Kec<»rds  k 

my  family  so  unsafe  here  that   I  am  moving  off  with  them.    I 

hope  I  shall  not  be  too  late.     To  lejive  so  valuable  a  CoanirT 

as  this,  without  Dc^fence,  a  Country  which  is  a  principal  Grain 

ery  to  the  Army,  n()thing  but  the  Want  of  Troops  will  in  mj 

Opinion  justify.     Your  Knowledge,  Sir,  of  its  Situation  provni 

it   to  be  a  fronti(»r  from  Laghawack  to  Hudson's  River.     And 

will  not    150  or  2(M>  of  the  Miscreants  who  are  back  of  Us  \^ 

sutlicient  to  break  up  this  whole  Extent  of  Country  by  falling; 

on  ditYen»nt   places  with  different  parties?     For  these  rea«oiM», 

Sir,  givt»  mt^  Iv<»av(*  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  immediately  pra 

('uriiig  250  or  *M){)  TrcMips  for  the  protection  of  these  Frontiew. 

And  as  the  continental  army  must  now  be  in  suffic*t  force  below 

I  >\ouUI  sn;;gest  thi*  removal  of  Colonel  Graham's  Corps,  (which 

\^MK  i;iisr«|  for  tlefcm-e  oi  the  Frontiers)  to  this  Quarter  of  tli*' 

rnmiii  \    ;»s  proper.     The  Hanger  is  in  my  Opinion  greatly  in 

•  M  Msril  \\\  Hntler's  late  Success  at  Wioming  and  the  Account 
I  ^\^^\\  li;i\c  fiom  I  lie  Month  of  a  pers<m  just  come  from  the  west- 
w.ml.    iliMi    :\    \K\\\\    of   'MM\   of    the    Enemy   was   destintni  for 

•  li.iinnKiM.  A  :inoilici  of  ir»o  or  lNmi  c<»ming  up  this  way.     Uptv 

•  Im    u  hojr.  Sir.  I   li'ar  tin*  >\orst   for  this  Country  unless  imme- 

c  KcIk  (  l»o  jtltirtltd  to  it.     Perhaps  if  the  InhabitantB  conld 
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delay  their  Harvest  for  some  days  and  turn  out  fully  for  the 
protection  of  the  Country  till  such  Relief  can  be  furnished.  I 
am  Sir  with  j^reat  resi>ei*t  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Serv't 

Jno.  Morin  Scott. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


[No.  1580.] 

THE  FRENCH  ALLIANCE. 

Congress  Bestows  Large  Powers  Upon  Washington  for  the  Purpose 
of  Co-operating  with  the  French  Fleet. 

Philadelphia  12th  July  1778. 

Sir,  The  present  Circumstances  of  Public  affairs  affords  me 
barely  time  for  referring  your  Excellency  to  the  inclosed  Act  of 
Congress  of  yesterday's  date,  empowering  General  Washington 
to  call  on  the  State  of  New  York,  and  other  States  therein 
enumerated  for  such  Militia  as  he  shall  think  requisite  for  co- 
operating with  Count  d'Estaing,  Commander  of  the  French  fleet 
arrived  on  this  Coast  against  the  Enemy,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mending to  each  State  the  forwarding  with  the  utmost  dispatch 
such  force  as  shall  be  called  for  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

I  expect  Mons.  Girard  in  the  Character  of  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Court  of  Versailles  in  Philadelphia  early  this  morning, 
a  novelty  in  these  infant  States  which  cannot  but  occasion  some 
uncommon  and  extraordinary  movements  among  those  whose 
proper  business  it  is  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  first  European 
Ambassador  to  Congress.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  high- 
est Esteem  &  Regard  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  & 
mo&t  hamble  servant 

Henry  Laurena  PreaiA^iiX.  qI  C«u^^!«a. 
Ooremor  CUnton,  Hew  York. 
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IB  OovBmi  lltfc  Jvfy  ina 

HiB  Most  Cairistian  Majesty  the  KiBg  of  FnuMB  hBTi^g  flMi^ 
proper  to  send  on  this  Coast  a  poivarfol  Heet  ia  onkr  ts  €•• 
operate  with  the  forces  of  these  States  in  tke  vedBCtioB  «C  tk 
British  Army  and  NaTy, 

Besolyed  That  General  Washington  be  caapowegeJ  to  call  oi 
the  States  of  Kewliampshire^  Massachnsetts  B«gr,  Rhode  Ishai» 
Connectieot,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  or  sach  of  them  as  he  AiII 
jndge  proper,  for  soch  aids  of  their  Militia  as  he  rihaU  thiik 
requisite,  for  carrying  on  his  qp^aUons  in  eoaoert  with  Oooat 
d'Estaing,  Commander  of  tlie  Frmeh  ll6et;  and  that  it  be  car 
nestly  recommended  to  the  States  aboromentloBcd  to  eaert  tloi* 
selves  in  forwarding  the  force  which  may  be  leqaind  fkraoi  thea 
with  the  otmost  dispatch. 

Certifled 


FfeesideBt 


[No.  1681.] 

John  Brodhead  and  OtherM  PeUUan  far  a 

Uhter  FranUtn. 

May  it  Please  yonr  Excelency,  We  your 
Petetioners  who  are  Not  fleed,  and  Left  oar 
Effects,  a  Prey  to  the  Savage  Enemy,  Who  have 


tion  upon  asj  and  have  Threat tti*d  TT*^  Who  RL'ntAin  Iti  oar  Plicfs, 

and  win  not  Decl^r  for  his  Britaoik  MaJHitir,  With  DeTi>»tatioa 

and  Raine,  in  Short;  Do  Humbly  IMJUoii 

your  Exdl^nry  for  i  ] 

Stronger  Gaord,  a«  we  Expire t  Their  Kent 

Bhiw  by  their  thrart-  J 

nlnj^s  to  be  Upon  u«,  i\>  hying  iii  ihi-U     j 

Hond.                   "tM 

The  (ttiand  we.ta||^|^^flB|nHfaM| 

oak,  &  Wamak  odTl 

i|JLar  thfi^  of  tki  1 

^^^^»i  iiiiF    ^  ^  ^  ']^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^| 

^^^H 

'/^ 
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(lie  h\\  Assi^nhly  had  no  Just  Ui^lit  accordiug  to  the  CoiiHtitutiou 
of  tluH  State  To  Eroft  or  Constitute  Especially  with  8urh  an 
Arhitary  and  almost  unlimited  power. 

That  s'd  Court  have  and  Do  Deny  men  the  Liberty  of  a  Trial 
by  Jury  whidi  is  (Contrary  to  the  plain  letter  of  the  Constitation 
of  this  State  which  at  once  Takes  away  one  of  the  Darling 
Branches  of  English  Liberty. 

That  s*d  Court  Do  openly  avow  their  Authority  from  their  In 
structions  Given  them  from  the  General  Assembly  in  the  above 
s*d  proceedings. 

That  s'd  Court  has  of  late  in  Sundry  Instances  Bet  aside  the 
Judgment  of  the  Honourable  Council  and  also  of  the  Convention 
of  <'ommittees  in  passing  Judgment  of  Banishment  against  Sun- 
dry p(»rsons  within  this  State, — all  which  proceedings  Togather 
with  The  Xec(»ssary  Consequences  that  must  and  will  attend  Theni 
\\{'  Can  but  view  with  the  utmost  amazement  which  is  Greatk 
Increased  while  we  Consider  that  our  armies  are  Contending  in 
tlu'  field  against  Tjraiiy  and  oppression  and  there  Introdacing 
and  zealously  Carrying  It  im  among  our  Selves. 

\N'herefore  we  your  Ilonour^s  petitioners  most  Humbly  pnj 

that  with  the  Hcmourable  Council  You  would  Take  our  Distrewd 

Tasr  into  Consideration  and  Grant  us  Relief  and  if  it  may  Seem 

T)ut  a  Stop  to  the  further  Unwarrantable  proc^^edingv  of  tbe 

8\1  Court  nut  ill  the  next  Seting  of  assembly  and  sospHKl 

DtaniM's  if  Kauishent  that  has  Been  already  Passed  ondK 

rtestnriious  as  in  your  wisdom  Shall  St*em  be«t  to  ConiH« 

the  Safety  of  the  Stale  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Dotj 

and  Shall  Ever  pray. 

tate  of  Vermont  \'Mh  July  177vS. 
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Vot<»d  Unaniiuoiisly  to  wato  on  the  (lovernor  aud  Council  with 
the  above  Petition. 
[To  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden.] 

The  above  is  a  True  Coppy  pr  Thos.  Matteson  Clerk. 


Bennington  August  29  1778. 
State  of  Vermont 

These  Certify  that  Timothy  Bull,  Oliver  Colvin,  John  Phillips, 
Samll.  Phillips  &  John  Phillips,  Jun'r.,  were  Sentence  to  Banish- 
ment By  the  Commisioners,  The  much  against  their  wills,  (& 
the  Commonality),  who  were  under  my  Care  Before;  Did  apply  to 
me  To  Get  them  Repreved  from  that  Sentance  as  they  Look  on 
it  unjust.  But  were  willing  to  be  under  any  Proper  Confinement 
or  Still  under  my  Care,  which  I  Could  Not,  as  they  were  Sent  oflP 
in  great  hast,  as  I  Suppose  for  fear  of  Some  of  the  Sons  of  Free- 
dom would  Releive  them. 

Samll.  Robinson  Just.  Peace. 


The  barer,  Daniel  Marsh,  Informs  me  that  he  is  an  Inhabitant 
of  the  New  Hampshear  Grants,  and  lived  in  Durrem  that  after  the 
Evacuation  of  Tycondaroga  he  Removed  upon  his  farm  In  Con- 
sequence of  the  advice  he  heard  I  had  given  Such  of  the  People 
as  applyed  to  me. 

This  may  Certify  that  I  did  advise  the  Inhabitants  to  Remain 
npon  their  farms  as  the  Houses  that  ware  abandoned  whare 
Plundered  by  the  Militia  In  Spite  of  all  I  Cold  doe  to  Prevent  it. 

Ar.  St.  Clear  Majer. 
To  whome  It  may  Concarn  Subcribed  Before  Abraham  Drake 
Cambridge,  Albany  County. 

a  true  Coppy  taken  Before  Me  thii»  22  of  August  1778. 

Jno.  Young\o\e  Jw^We^  ol  \X!kfe^«^^^. 
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[No.  1583.] 
A  Delegation  of  Confi/ned  Vemwnters  Petitions  Oovemor  CUnhn, 
To  Mb  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Oovernor  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  Commander  in  Chief  over  the  Militia  thereof 
&oa. 

The  Petition  of  John  Phillips,  Oliver  Colvin^  Samnel  Philips, 
John  Phiiipe  Jan'r  and  Timothy  Bull  late  of  Bennington  and  now 
confined  in  Albany  Fort,  humbly  Sheweth,  That  your  Petitionen 
have  been  lately  sent  down  (under  Guard)  to  the  City  of  Albanj 
and  immediately  put  into  close  Confinement,  in  consequence 
of  the  Judgement  of  a  Court  stiled  the  Court  of  Commiasian^n 
for  the  State  of  Vermont  County  of  Bennington,  to  be  banished 
within  the  Enemy's  Lines  at  New  York  or  elsewhere  that  your 
Petitioners  have  never  in  any  instance  acted  unfriendly  to  the 
American  Cause,  altho'  it  is  alledged  or  expressed  in  the  Sentence 
of  banishment,  that  they  stand  charged  with  inimical  Conduct 
against  the  United  States  of  America — that  the  true  and  real 
Cause  of  their  severe  and  unparalleled  Treatment  Is  owing  to 
your  Petitioners  acknowledging  themselves  to  be  subjects  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  not  recoguizing  the  validity  and  exist- 
ence of  the  State  of  Vermont — that  your  Petitioners  could  lay 
many  matters  before  your  Excellency  respecting  their  hard 
usage  and  oppression,  which  Time  will  not  permit  them,  and 
being  rather  too  prolix. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  earnestly  beg  that  your  Ex- 
cellency as  the  Guardian  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  will  afford 
us  Protection  and  not  suffer  that  we  shall  be  hurried  away  from 
our  families  and  friends  before  a  proper  enquiry  be  had  relative 
to  our  Conduct  or  Crime.    And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  Pray 

John  Phillips  Timothy  Bull  Oliver  Colvin  Samuel  Phillips  John 
Albany  Fort  15th  July  1778. 
(Copy) 
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[No.  1584.] 
Cfeneral  Stark  Pronounces  the  DelegaHon  Bangfirws  to  the  Welfare 

of  the  State. 

Albany  15th  July  1778. 

Sir,  In  Consequence  of  an  Application  of  some  People  from 
Bennington  in  respect  to  eight  men  that  are  just  arrived  from 
said  Place,  we  waited  on  Genl.  Starks  to  be  informed  of  their 
Crimes,  they  being  sent  to  him,  with  Colo.  Ethan  Allen;  hin 
honor  informed  us  that  it  was  none  of  our  business  to  interfere 
with  Tories  from  any  other  State,  they  were  sent  to  him  to  be 
forwarded  over  the  Enemy's  Lines,  which  he  was  preparing  to 
effect;  as  he  informed  us  he  was  then  writing  to  Genl.  Gates  on 
that  head;  after  much  altercation  on  the  Subject  he  informed  us 
that  the  State  of  Vermont  by  their  Courts  had  adjudged  them 
dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  their  State  and  he  judged  it  expedi- 
ent to  comply  with  their  Commands. 

We  conceive  the  Transaction  to  be  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature 

that  your  Excellency  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  the  same  with 

all  speed.    We  are  with  due  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  humble  Serv'ts 

Jer.  Van  Renselaer 

John  M.  Beekman 

Isaac  D.  Fonda 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

(Copy.) 


[No.  1585.] 
Massachusetts  Petitions  New  York  for  Bread  Stuffs. 

Council  Chamber  Boeton  July  16th  1778. 
Sir,  It  ifi  well  known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  State,  that  its  Inhabitants  have  never  ha  yet  been  able 
to  produce  a  SuflScient  Quantity  of  Grain  for  their  Consumption, 
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and  the  last  Year  large  Quantities  of  Qrain  were  lost  in  the 
western  parts  of  this  State  by  reason  of  our  Peoples  being  called 
into  and  continued  in  the  Public  Service.  We  have,  therefore, 
been  obliged  to  procure  a  Sufficient  Supply  of  Floor,  and  Grain, 
from  the  Neighbouring  Statee.  The  Importation  of  them  from  the 
fiouthern  States,  from  whence  we  need  to  obtain  our  principal  Sup- 
ply, has  been  greatly  interupted  by  the  Enemy;  however,  not- 
withstanding this  interuption,  we  have  hitherto  got  a  SuflSciencj 
to  keep  us  from  Starving,  but  as  Congress  by  a  late  resolve  has 
laid  an  Embargo  upon  the  Exportation  of  the  Articles  before  men- 
tioned by  Water,  with  a  View  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Enemy,  We  can  Expect  no  Supply  from  that  Quarter, 
and  must,  unless  we  are  relieved  by  our  Brethren  at  New  York, 
soon  be  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  Bread  Corn ;  and  what 
inciTiises  our  anxiety  upon  this  Occasion  is,  that  we  have  been 
informed  that  your  Government  have  prohibited  the  Transiiorta- 
tiou  of  that  Article  by  Land.  We  must,  thei*efow*,  i*e(ju<*st  that 
you  would,  for  our  relief,  permit  such  a  Quantity  of  Corn,  Rve. 
Wheat,  and  Flour,  to  be  transported  from  your  State  into  thifi 
Government  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Use  of  its  Inhabitants. 
We  do  not  want  these  Articles  for  Exportation  (an  Effectual  Bar 
is  i)ut  to  that  by  Congress)  but  barely  for  the  Sustenance  of  the 
Inh.ibitants.  We  must,  therefore,  desire  your  Excellency  to  use 
your  Influence  that  such  Orders  may  be  given  as  that  we  may  be 
enabl(»d  to  obtain  a  necessary  Supply,  and  that  such  Persons  a* 
Incline*  may  Ix*  permitted  to  transport  thi»ir  Flour  and  Grain,  with- 
out molestation  from  your  State  into  ours.  Hoping  for  your  kind 
interposition  in  this  matter  We  conclude  with  great  respect,  Yonr 

most  hunibb'  Servant 

Jer:  Powell  Tresid't. 
Hie  ExcelVy  Governor  CVmlow. 
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[No.  1586.] 

SPRINGFIELD  DESTROYED. 

LieiUencmtColotiel  Ford  Portrays  the  DerfioraXization  Along  the 
Frontier  to  CkneraZ  Ten  Broeck. 

Cherry  Valley  18th  July  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  Embrace  the  Earliest  Opportunity  to  iuform  you 
that  the  Enemy,  Tories,  and  Indians,  have  made  a  Descent  upon 
the  Settlement  Called  Springfield,  about  10  or  11  O'Clock  this 
Day,  and  have  burnt  and  Destroyed  the  eanie;  the  Greatest  part 
of  the  inhabitants  were  moved,  but  some  of  them  were  there,  how 
many  are  killed  and  taken  I  can  not  as  yet  tell.  Upon  the  first 
intelligence  that  I  had,  that  there  had  been  five  Guns  heard 
Distinct,  I  immediately  sent  two  Reconnoiteriug  parties  with  very 
Explicit  Orders,  the  next  news  that  arrived,  that  there  was  17 
Guns  heard;  upon  this  I  fired  an  alaruL  Directly  after,  there 
Came  direct  news  that  the  Settlement  was  all  in  a  light  fiame; 
having  so  few  Troops,  I  thought  it  not  proper  to  send  no  larger 
parties  than  only  to  reconnoiter,  least  I  Exposed  myself  to  a 
Surprize,  Posted  the  few  tr(K)iw  in  the  best  manner  iKissibk*,  fully 
Determining  with  my  men  to  Defend  our  Ground  or  Loose  our 
lives.  The  men  I  must  Confess  appeared  with  undaunted  Courage. 
Towards  night  I  sent  a  Scout  of  about  thirty  men,  which  returned 
in  the  night,  and  said  that  they  had  been  into  the  Settlement,  and 
found  it  all  in  ashes,  Could  not  make  any  Discoveries  of  the 
Enemy  or  of  any  other  person;  So  that  I  Judge  that  it  is  a  Scout- 
ing party  that  is  Come  for  that  very  purpose;  and  to  alarm  the 
I>eople  in  this  busy  time  of  the  year.  After  I  had  Certain  accounts 
that  the  Enemy  were  there  I  sent  an  Express  to  Coll.  Clock;  here 
will  be  Considerable  of  an  Alarm,  I  Expect  reinforcements  in  to 
morrow,  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  small  Company  of  Rangers 
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on  their  way  to  ufi.  I  have  about  80  men  fit  for  Duty  here  beddei 
some  of  the  inhabitants.  I  have  not  time  to  make  a  proper  re- 
turn of  the  Garrison  at  this  time.  The  People  here  are  in  the 
greatest  Distress.  There  is  Piquets  made  round  the  meeting  hoiMe 
and  all  the  women  and  Children  and  their  Houshold  Effects  are 
Crouded  into  that  place,  for  protection,  and  they  are  so  thick,  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  must  Die  there.  And  there  is  bo  few  men 
here  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  protect  them,  E^xcept  they  are 
together  and  the  inhabitants  have  determined  that  they  mustCarn 
away  their  Families  Directly,  Except  there  Can  be  men  sent  them, 
for  they  are  every  moment  Expoeed;  and  for  my  part  I  must  fully 
agree  with  them  for  the  Distressed  Circumstances  here  I  -can  not 
give  you  an  Idea  of.  The  Poet  is  all  open  to  the  Enemyandnothing 
to  hinder  their  Coming;  and  so  few  men  here  is  qply  a  Bait  for 
them;  and  I  think  if  this  post  is  Evacuated  that  the  Mohawk  Biver 
will  not  Stay  so,  that  I  Conceive  the  Supporting  of  thifi  post  is 
of  pjreat  Consoquence  to  the  Northern  inhabitants;  at  least  there 
should  be  four  or  five  hundred  men  here  and  a  Good  Command- 
ant to  be  Steady  here,  and  a  Number  of  Continental  Troops  with 
the  Militia.  For  this  reason  the  militia  officers  are  not  Ex- 
pt^rienred  and  a  great  many  of  them  but  ordinary  men,  and  they 
stay  out  for  but  one  month  and  it  will  take  them  almost  so  long 
to  get  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  Country  and  of  their  Duty,  and 
they  with  their  men  Constantly  ktn^ping  Tally  to  know  how  many 
Days  before  their  time  will  be  out  that  is  a  great  Satisfaction  with 
them. 

Since  my  arrival  I  have  been  very  Vigilant  in  keeping  of  ScontB 
out,  and  at  a  Considerable  distance;  when  one  scout  is  a  returning 
I  have  another  one  a  Going  out,  besides  other  parties  out;  when  1 
Came  here  I  found  the  men  badly  Quartered,  I  immediately  Dii- 
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posed  tlie  troops  in  the  best  manner  that  I  Could  for  the  number 
that  I  had. 

The  Enemy  that  have  done  this  mischief  have  taken  another 
Route  where  they  was  not  Expected  by  the  inhabitants  that  waa 
acquainted  with  the  Country.  It  must  be  that  they  Came  round 
back  of  the  Lake  were  they  have  had  a  great  way  to  travel,  and 
where  we  have  had  no  Scouts, 

I  hope  we  shall  be  timely  relieved,  I  think  our  men  will  Stay 
their  times  ought  [out]  and  no  longer. 

Sir,  please  to  write  back  by  the  bearer  and  see  that  he  is  paid, 

for  it  is  hard  for  me  to  pay  him  myself.     From  Your  Sincere 

Friend  and  Humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Ford. 
To  Brigdr.  Genl.  Ab'm  Ten  Broeok. 


[No.  1587.] 
Oeneral  Ten  Broeok  Apprehensive  for  the  Frontier. 

Schohary  July  17th  9  O'Clock  at  night  1778. 
Hon'd  Sir,  I  am  Informed  by  a  man  who  is  knowing  in  Albany, 
his  name  is  Lewis,  a  France  man,  that  he  has  seen  and  Spoke  with 
a  Onoghquago  Indian  this  afternoon,  a  Spy  of  the  Enemy;  he  told 
him  that  the  Enemy  are  on  their  way  Coming  up  the  west  Branch 
of  Delaware  River  to  this  Place.  I  don't  doubt  but  what  he  has 
told  me  the  truth,  as  it  seems  he  is  a  friend  to  the  Cause;  he  tells 
me  also,  that  the  said  Indian  told  him  that  they  had  made  a  wide 
Road;  he  thinks  it  is  to  bring  field  Pieces,  (but  whether  this  is 
Possible  I  don't  know,  it  perhaps  might  be);  their  number  is 
great.  I  hope  you  will  Hurry  on  the  Reinforcement  without  de- 
lay,   I  Remain  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Serv't 

Peter  Vrooman. 
To  General  Ten  Brocek. 


^58  Public  Papers  op  George  Clixton. 

Albany  19th  July  1778. 
Sir,  The  above  is  Copy  of  a  letter  I  Ree'd  from  Colonel  VroomaiL 
I  find  it  Exceeding  Difficult  to  get  the  militia  out;  they  are  Just 
begining  In  Harvest  which  makes  it  very  Distressing  to  them  in- 
deed, Unless  a  Body  of  Continental  Troops  soon  arrive  for  the 
Protection  of  our  western  Frontier  I  dread  the  Consequence.  I 
am  with  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdt.  Humble 

Serv't 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  ExceVcj,  George  Clinton,  Eaqr. 


[No.  1588.] 
Scouting  for  Mwrauding  IndfianB. 

Cherry  Valley  19th  July  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  not  as  yet  found  the  strength  of  this  Cursed 
Club  that  has  done  this  Mischief,  but  I  have  a  Scout  now  readv  to 
march  with  orders  to  get  some  intelligence  of  them  and  their 
strength,  before  they  return,  and  to  give  them  Battle  if  they  can 
come  across  them,  I  have  had  some  intelligence  that  they  hare 
done  mischief  further  to  the  Westward,  but  how  much  I  cannot 
tell  this;  Springfield  lies  about  5  Miles  Westward  from  this,  we 
Expect  that  they  have  killed  or  taken  4  or  5  men,  the  women  and 
Chihlren  as  yet  we  get  no  Intelligence  of. 

I  shall  send  this  by  one  of  our  men;  their  time  is  fio  near  out  and 
after  the  delivery  of  them  to  go  home,  and  if  you  think  proper  to 
Houil  us  any  answer,  we  shall  receive  the  same  with  great  Joy.    1 

remain,  Sir,  your  most  Thimble  Servant 

Jacob  Ford 
General  Ten  BroecU. 


PuBUC  Papbbs  of  Gborgb  Clintox.  557 

pofled  the  troops  in  the  best  manner  that  I  Coold  for  the  number 
that  I  had. 

The  Enemy  that  have  done  this  mischief  haye  taken  another 
Boote  where  they  was  not  Expected  by  the  inhabitants  that  was 
acquainted  with  the  Country.  It  mnst  be  that  they  Game  ronnd 
back  of  the  Lake  were  they  haye  had  a  great  way  to  trayel,  and 
where  we  haTe  had  no  Scoots, 

I  hope  we  shall  be  timely  relieved,  I  think  onr  men  will  Stay 
their  times  onght  [ont]  and  no  longer. 

Sir,  please  to  write  back  by  the  bearer  and  see  that  he  is  paid, 

for  it  is  hard  for  me  to  pay  him  myself.     From  Yonr  Sincere 

Friend  and  Hnmble  Serrt 

Jacob  Ford. 
Td  Bfigdr.  OenL  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1587.] 

Oaiensl  Tern  Broeck  Apprdkemskt  for  the  FromHer. 

Scbohary  July  17th  9  O'Clock  at  night  1778. 

Hon^d  Sir,  I  am  Informed  by  a  man  who  is  knowing  in  Albany, 

his  name  is  Lewis,  a  France  man,  that  he  has  seen  and  Spoke  with 

a  Qno^iqoago  Indian  this  afternoon,  a  Spy  of  the  Enemy;  he  told 

him  that  the  Enemy  are  on  their  way  Coming  op  the  west  Branch 

of  I>elaware  Biver  to  this  Place.    I  don't  donbt  bat  what  he  has 

told  me  the  truth,  as  it  seems  he  is  a  friend  to  the  Cause;  he  tells 

Bie  also,  that  the  said  Indian  told  him  that  they  had  made  a  wide 

Boad;  he  thinks  it  is  to  bring  field  Pieces,  (but  whether  this  is 

Possible  I  don't  know,  it  perhaps  might  be);  their  number  is 

great.    I  hope  you  will  Hurry  on  the  Beinforcement  without  de- 

I^,    I  Bemain  Sir,  Your  most  humble  Serr't 

Peter  Vroomasi. 
Is  Ocaenl  Ten  Broeck. 


i'ns  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton*. 

Albany  19th  July  1778. 

Sir,  The  above  is  Copy  of  a  letter  I  Rec'd  from  Colonel  VroomaiL 

1  find  it  Exceeding  Difficult  to  get  the  militia  out;  they  are  Jort 

begiuing  in  Harvest  which  makes  it  very  Distressing  to  them  in 

deed,     Unless  a  Body  of  Continental  Troops  soon  arrive  for  thr 

l^rotection  of  our  western  Frontier  I  dread  the  Consequence.   I 

am  with  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdt  Humblr 

Serv't 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  ExcelVty,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  1588.] 
Scouting  for  Mwrauding  Indians. 

Cherry  Valley  19th  July  177S. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  not  as  yet  found  the  strength  of  this  Curbed 
Club  that  has  done  this  Mischief,  but  I  have  a  Scout  now  ready  to 
march  with  orders  to  get  some  intelligence  of  them  and  their 
strength,  before  th(*y  return,  and  to  give  them  Battle  if  they  cin 
come  across  them,  1  have  had  some  intelligence  that  they  have 
done  mischief  further  to  the  Westward,  but  how  much  I  cannot 
tell  this;  Sjirinj^r^ield  lies  about  H  Mil(»s  Westward  from  thii»,  wf 
Expect  that  they  have  killed  or  taken  4  or  .1  men,  the  women  aiwl 
Children  as  yet  we  j^et  no  Inteiiigt'Uce  of. 

I  shall  snid  this  by  one  of  our  in<*n;  tln*ir  time  \»so  near  out  ami 
after  the  delivery  of  them  to  go  home,  and  if  you  think  proper  !»► 
send  us  any  answrr.  we  shall  rectivt*  the  same  with  great  .Joy.    I 

remain.  Sir,  your  most  Humble  Servant 

Jacob  Ford 
^ral  Ten  Broeck. 
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[No.  1589.] 

COLONEL  KLOCK  SOUNDS  A  CRY  OF  ALARM. 

Uaniimmiia  Troops  Chme,  MUWa  Mareking  Home  amd  Tryon  Couniy 

DegMuie  cf  Protedion. 

Palatine,  Tryon  Countr,  19th  Jaly  1778. 
Honoured  Sir,  Last  Evening  aboot  6  O'Clock  I  received  Several 
Expresses  from  Cherry  Valley,  Springfield,  and  Andreastown,  in- 
forming that  the  two  last  mentioned  Places  are  Entirely  des- 
troyed by  Indians  and  Tories,  the  houses  Set  on  fire^  several  men 
killed  and  Scalped,  the  Fate  of  the  women  is  not  known.  All 
we  eoald  collect  from  Eye  witnesses  agreaeth  that  the  Enemy  is 
Strong.  This  morning  likewise  Coll.  Peter  Billinger  sent  several 
Expresses  for  assistance,  as  the  Enemy  has  bnmed  houses  within 
four  Miles  from  the  Crerman  Flats.  The  Continental  troops  sta- 
tioned amongst  as  are  Gone,  the  Militia  under  Coll.  Livingston  is 
on  the  march  for  home,  so  that  we  are  Entirely  Destitute  of  any 
assistance.  I  have  given  the  Necessary  orders  to  Stop  the  Pro- 
gress of  the  Enemy,  but  the  Frontiers  is  too  Extensive  to  be 
Guarded  by  the  Militia  alone,  and  if  no  Continental  Troops  or  a 
Standing  Force  can  be  Continued,  I  fear  the  whole  County  by 
parcels  may  meet  the  Fate  of  the  above  Settlements,  I  Suppose 
your  Honour  knows  that  Springfield  is  within  three  Miles  of 
Cherry  Valley.  We  expect  houriy  to  hear  of  another  inroad  of 
the  Enemy.  I  do  not  Doubt  but  you  will  afford  us  all  assistence 
in  your  power  and  Recommend  our  Situation  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to  Genl.  Starks,  and  Such  other  Commanders  as 
have  in  their  power  to  grant  us  relief.     I  remain,  Sir,  Your  most 

ObdL  &  humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Klock. 

To  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esqr., 

Brig.  General. 
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[No.  1592.] 

TJie  Force  Ordered  to  Schoharie  and  Cherry  Valley  Under  Commatid 
of  Colonel  Knickerhacker. 

A  R(»turn  of  the  Number  of  men  each  Regiment  is  ordered  to 

furnish  for  one  month  to  march  to  Schohary  and  Cherry  Valey 

which  Col.  Knickerhacker  is  appointed  to  Command. 

Albany  July  20th  1778. 

Men  ordered  ont        Ordered  to  Ordered  to 

Regiments  beinir  i  part  If  arch  to  Mwrtk  to 

of  each  Kegt.  Schohary        Cherry  Vaky 

Robert  Van  Rensselaer's 63  63 

Peter  Van  Ness's 79  79 

Philip  Schuyler 75  75 

Killian  Van  Rensselaer's 89  89 

Henry  Quackonboss   57  57 

Stephen  J.  Schuyler's 56  56 

Ab'm  J.  Van  Alstyne 51  51 

Anth  y  Van  Bergen's 48  48 

William  B.   Whiteiug  s 94  94 

Jacobus  Van  Schoouhoven's. . .  86  86 

698  325  373 

Abraham  Wemple 90  90 

788  415 


[No.  1593.] 

TEN  1U{()E<  K  REPORTS  TO  OOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

Militia  Positively  Refuse  to   Obey  Orders — Prefer  Harvesting  to 
Fight hiy — Thr  Situation  on  the  Frontier  Critical. 

Albany  2(Mh  July  1778,  5  O'clock  P.  M. 

Sir,  1  send  your  Excellency  Copy  of  two  letters  which  I  have 
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the  other  from  Lieut.  Colonel  Ford,  Containing  the  Disagreeable 
news  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Settlements  of  Springfield  & 
Anderstown — in  Consequence  of  Colonel  Vrooman's  Intelligence 
Rec'd  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemj'  of  which  1  have  sent  your 
Excellency  a  Copy,  I  yestarday  ordered  Colonel  Wemple  with  the 
whole  of  his  Schinectady  Regiment,  to  march  Immediately  to 
Schohary;  there  is  about  80  men  of  my  Brigade  (Exclusive  of 
Vrooman's  Regt.)  at  that  place — cme  fourth  part  of  the  Half 
Moon  Regiment  are  on  their  march  to  Cherry  Valey — ^your  Ex- 
ceircy  will  Remember  that  by  my  Order  of  the  12th  June,  of 
which  you  have  a  Copy  I  ordered  that  Detachment  to  be  Re- 
lieved by  an  Equal  number  at  the  Expiration  of  the  month;  the 
11th  Instant  I  sent  an  Order  to  the  Colonells,  Pressing  them  to 
be  Punctual  in  sending  on  the  Relieve  in  time,  but  none  have  yet 
ai'rived  tho  I  hear  they  are  on  their  march,  I  shall  push  them 
on  as  soon  as  they  come  in,  one  half  of  them  to  Tryon  &  the  other 
half  to  Schohary — to  my  great  Surprize  the  Detachment  at 
Johnstown,  Consisting  of  ab't  50  men,  where  Colonell  Livingston 
Commanded,  whom  I  sent  Orders  to  march  to  Cherry  Valey,  the 
Colonel  writes  me  the  men  Positively  Refused  to  march,  alledg- 
ing  their  month  was  up;  all  the  Exertions  of  the  Officers  had  no 
Effect,  &  last  Saturday  they  have  most  Shamefully  deserted  that 
Post — the  Colonel  Informs  me  a  Company  of  the  Tryon  Rangers 
were  to  take  Post  there  as  on  that  day.  None  of  the  Hampshire 
militia  are  arrived  here,  the  Berkshire  militia  are  gone  home,  only 
about  30  are  Come  to  Relief  those  gone  home — only  about  50 
men  of  Colonel  Beedel's  Regiment  are  here. 

Let  me  Beseech  your  Excellency,  to  Endeavour  to  get  a  Body  of 
Continental  Troops  sent  to  our  western  Frontiers — if  they  do  not 
conDie  soon  I  dread  the  Consequences — it  \a  ivovj  ^\^\N^^\.  &.\\.  v^ 


T)(\2  ViuiAi:  Papers  of  fiKouoK  C'lintox. 

[No.  1592.] 

The  Force  Ordered  to  Schoharie  and  Cherry  VaUey  Under  Commatd 
of  Colonel  Knickerbaeker. 

A  Rotiirn  of  the  Number  of  men  each  Regiment  is  ordered  tu 

furnish  for  one  month  to  march  to  Schoharj'  and  Cherry  Valfj 

which  Col.  Knickerbaeker  is  appointed  to  Command. 

Albany  July  20th  1778. 

Men  ordered  out        Ordered  to  0fdtr«4 1» 

Regimentt  being  i  part  If  ereli  to  Merck  to 

of  nch  Regt.  Schohary        Charr7  Vali; 

Robert  Van  Rensselaer's 63  63 

Peter  Van  Ness's 79  79 

Philip  Schuyler  75  75 

Killian  Van  Rensselaer's 89  89 

Ilenry  Quackenboss   57  57 

Stephen  J.  Schuyler's 56  56 

Ab'm  J.  Van  Alstyne 51  51 

Anth  y  Van  Bergen's 48  48 

William   B.   Whiteings 94  94 

Jacobus  Van  Schoonhoven's. . .  86  86 

698  325  373 

Abraham  Wemple 90  90 

788  415 


[No.   159:{.] 
TKN  BKOKrK  RKPOKTS  TO  r.OVERNOR  CLINTOX. 

Militia   Po^itivtJif   Refuse  to   Obey   Orders — Prefer  Harvesting  to 
Fighting     Th*  i^ituatiati  on  the  Frontier  Critical. 

Albany  L»oih  Julv  177.^  5  (rciwk  P.  M. 
Sir,  1  84»nd  vour  Kxielleniy  Copy  of  two  letters  which  I  hny^ 
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the  other  from  Lieot.  Colonel  Ford,  Containing  the  Disagreeable 
news  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Settlements  of  Springfield  & 
Anderstown — in  Consequence  of  Colonel  Vroonian's  Intelligence 
Rec'd  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  of  which  I  have  sent  vour 
Excellency  a  Copy,  I  yestarday  ordered  Colonel  Wemple  with  the 
whole  of  his  Schinectady  Regiment,  to  march  Immediately  to 
Schohary;  there  is  about  80  men  of  my  Brigade  (Elxclusive  of 
Vrooman*s  Regt.)  at  that  place — cme  fourth  part  of  the  Half 
Moon  Regiment  are  on  their  march  to  Cherry  Valey — your  Ex- 
celFcy  will  Remember  that  by  my  Order  of  the  12ih  June,  of 
which  you  have  a  Copy  I  ordered  that  Detachment  to  be  Re- 
lieved by  an  Equal  number  at  the  Expiration  of  the  month;  the 
11th  Instant  I  sent  an  Order  to  the  Colonells,  Pressing  them  to 
be  Punctual  in  sending  on  the  Relieve  in  time,  but  none  have  yet 
arrived  tho  I  hear  they  are  on  their  march,  I  shall  push  them 
on  as  soon  as  they  come  in.  one  half  of  them  to  Tryon  &  the  other 
half  to  Schohary — to  my  great  Surprize  the  Detachment  at 
Johnstown,  Consisting  of  ab't  50  men,  where  Colonell  Livingston 
Commanded,  whom  I  sent  Orders  to  march  to  Cherry  Valey,  the 
Colonel  writes  me  the  men  Positively  Refused  to  march,  alledg- 
ing  their  month  was  up;  all  the  Exertions  of  the  Officers  had  no 
Effect,  &  last  Saturday  they  have  most  Shamefully  deserted  that 
Post — the  Colonel  Informs  me  a  Company  of  the  Tryon  Rangers 
were  to  take  Post  there  as  on  that  day.  >'one  of  the  Hampshire 
militia  are  arrived  here,  the  I^Tkshire  militia  are  gone  home,  only 
about  30  are  Come  to  Relief  th<»S4*  gone  home — only  alniut  50 
men  of  Colonel  BeedelV  Regiment  are  here. 

Let  me  Beseech  your  Excellency,  to  Endeavour  to  get  a  Body  of 
Continental  Troops  sent  to  our  western  Frontiers — if  they  do  not 
soon  1  dread  the  CouHCM|uence» — it  is  ao¥i  \\%t^^»V  &.\V\% 


r}(yG  Public  Pai^eus  of  Gkougb  Clinton. 

Relief  was  to  be  expected  from  his  Army  I  made  use  of  every 
means  in  my  Power  to  get  out  respectable  Force  of  the  Militia 
on  the  Frontiers,  and  had  my  Orders  for  that  Purpose  been 
executed,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  present  as  well  as  the  former 
Depredations  committed  by  the  Tories  &  Savages  might  haTc 
been  prevented. 

As  soon  as  I  was  apprized  of  the  Grand  Army's  arrival  at  the 
River,  I  waited  on  his  Excellency  and  represented  the  Defence- 
less &  unhappy  Condition  of  the  Frontiers  &  the  impracticabilitr 
of  Protecting  them  by  the  Militia.  This  produced  an  Order  for 
a  Detachment  of  Continental  Troops  under  the  Command  of 
Lieut.  Colo.  Butler  to  march  up  the  Frontier  as  far  as  Wawa^ 
sinck  in  Ulster  County  &  there  halt  for  farther  Orders.  I  haye 
now  forwarded  by  Express  the  above  Intelligence  to  Genl.  Wash- 
ington &  pressed  the  Hastning  of  the  March  of  the  above  Detach- 
ment &  that  they  may  be  directed  to  proceed  at  least  as  far 
North  as  Schohary  before  Wwy  halt.  This  is  the  only  Succour 
I  have  the  least  hope  of  procuring  from  the  army  as  it  was  i^ith 
Difficulty  I  eoud  obtain  This.  Genl.  Gates  is  no  ways  Apprehen- 
sive of  Danger  to  the  Northward  or  Westward  of  Albany  &  he 
expects  flie  say^)  large  bodies  of  Militia  from  Ilampfihire 
&  Berkshire  Scvn.  Indeed,  Sir,  we  have  no  hope  left  but  in  the 
Exertions  of  the  Militia,  to  whom  I  have  again  repeated  thenecefr 
sary  Orders  &  after  making  the  necessary  arangements  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontic^rs  in  tliis  Quarter  I  will  endeavour  per- 
sonally to  inforce  them.  I  am  with  great  Regard  D'r  Sir  Yonr 
most  Obe<rt  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
I'To  (Jen.  Schu.vler.] 
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[No.  1596.] 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  FOR  NEW  YORK. 

Tewt  of  the  Congressional  Resolutions  with  Proposed  Amendments 
Relative  to  the  Vermont  Matter. 

Philadelphia  21st  July  1778. 
Sir,  Just  before  we  left  York  Town  (in  Conjunction  with  our  Col- 
league Mr.  Ijewis)  we  moved  for,  and  obtained  from  the  Congress, 
an  advance  of  100,000  Dollars  for  the  Use  of  the  State,  and  for 
which  thej  are  to  be  accountable.  The  Reasons  were  as  follow^s: 
We  found,  by  various  Intelligence  laid  before  Congress,  that  the 
Savages  were  about  making  an  Irruption  upon  our  Frontiers,  & 
from  the  probable  Evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  not  unlikely 
that  the  British  General  would  again  pursue  his  favorite  Object 
of  Hudson's  River.  In  this  Situation  of  Affairs,  it  appeared  to  us 
that  m<mey  might  bo  wanting  in  oxir  Treasury,  which  we  had  Kea 
son  to  believe  was  not  very  full;  and,  further,  we  were  informed 
that  our  militia  remained  unpaid  for  Sei-vices  fonuerly  d<me,  and, 
therefore,  might  not  turn  out  with  their  usual  Alacnty.  These 
Things  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  they,  (surprizcHl  at  the 
moderation  of  a  Demand  which  we  ventui^e  to  say  from  any  other 
State  in  similar  Circumstances  would  have  lx*en  at  least  thrtnj 
Times  sis  great),  instantly  made  the  Grant:  Tlie  adjcmrnment  to 
Philadielphia,  the  Change  of  jmlitical  Circumstances  by  the  Battle 
of  Monmouth,  and  arriv-ul  of  the  Fivnch  Squadron  (on  both  of 
which  Incidents  w^e  heartily  congratulate  your  Excellency)  and 
the  want  of  a  safe  Opportunity,  have  delayed  the  sending  forw^ai*d 
of  the  money. 

We  have  further  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  Com- 
plaints of  our  Fellow^  Citizens  who  are  unpaid  by  Commissaries 
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Relief  waB  to  be  expected  from  his  Army  I  made  me  of  emj 
meam  in  my  Power  to  get  oat  respectable  BV>rGe  of  tbe  lOBtii 
on  the  Frontiers,  and  had  my  Orders  for  that  Purpose  ben 
executed,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  present  as  well  as  the  fomer 
Depredations  committed  by  the  Tories  &  Sayages  noight  htn 
been  prevented. 

As  soon  as  I  was  apprized  of  the  Grand  Army's  arriTal  at  the 
River^  I  waited  on  his  Excellency  and  represented  tiie  Defence 
less  &  unhappy  Condition  of  the  Frontiers  ft  the  impracticabilitj 
of  Protecting  them  by  the  Militia.  This  prodaced  an  Order  for 
a  Detachment  of  (Continental  Troops  nnder  the  Command  of 
Lieut.  Colo.  Butler  to  march  np  the  Fnmtter  as  far  as  Wawa^ 
sinck  in  Ulster  County  &  there  halt  for  farther  Orders.  I  hife 
now  forwarded  by  Express  the  above  Intelligence  to  OenL  Wash- 
ington &  pressed  the  Hastning  of  the  March  of  the  above  Detach- 
ineut  &  that  they  may  be  directed  to  proceed  at  least  as  far 
North  as  Rchohary  before  they  halt.  This  is  the  only  Saccosr 
I  have  the  least  hope  of  procuring  from  the  army  as  it  was  with 
Diflliculty  I  coud  obtain  This.  Genl.  Oates  is  no  ways  ApprAea- 
sivc  of  Danger  to  the  Northward  or  Westward  of  Albany  ft  he 
expects  (he  says)  large  bodies  of  Militia  from  Hampshire 
&  Hcrkfihiro  &ca.  Indeed,  Rir,  we  have  no  hope  left  but  in  tlie 
Exertions  of  the  Militia,  to  whom  I  have  again  repeated  theneces- 
Hiwy  DrdcM's  &  after  making  the  necessary  arangements  for  the 
l>efenr(»  of  tlie  FronticrR  in  this  Quarter  I  will  endeavour  per 
sonally  to  iiiforce  them.  I  am  with  great  Regard  D'r  Sir  Year 
most  OlKirt  Serv't 

[«.  C] 
jTo  (it'll.  S(lni,vk*r.] 
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if  within  our  Power  such  as  are  stated  on  the  enclosed  Paper. 

We  are  with  greatest  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  & 

humble  Serv'ts. 

Wm.  Duer, 

Gouv'r  Morris. 


(Copy)* 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Gov'r 
Clinton,  of  the  7th  of  April,  A.  D.  1778,  i  with  the  Proclamation 
enclosed,  take  leave  to  report  the  following; resolutions,  viz: 

Resolved,  that  the  independent  government  attempted  to  be 
established  by  the  people  styling  themselves  the  inhabitants  of 
Vermont  cannot  derive  any  countenance  ot  authority,  from  the 
Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  that  no  number  or  body  of  people  within  any  part  of 
the  United  States  can  be  justified  in  attempting  to  form  &  estab- 
lish any  new  independent  State  within  any  part  of  these  United 
States,  without  the  consent  of  the  State  or  States  in  which  they 
are  &  were  included  at  the  time  the  Congress  were  at  first  elected 
&  convened  for  the  Safety  &  defence  of  these  United  States,  &  the 
approbation  of  Congress. 

And  it  is  recommended,  in  the  Strongest  terms,  to  the  people 
aforementioned,  &  all  other  the  good  people  of  these  United  States 
&  any  particular  State  interested  or  claiming  to  be  interested  in 
the  premises,  to  refrain  from  all  acts  of  violence  &  coercive  meas- 
ures, as  they  regard  the  peace  &  welfare  of  these  States. 

The  Committee  who  brought  in  this  report  were:  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington, of  Connecticut,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania,  &  Mr. 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,»  of  Virginia* 

Amendments  intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  Report: 

•nils  eonr  it  in  tii*  haadwrltlnc  of  Ctooit  Wl  Ollaton. 
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11cso1v(m1,  tli.il  no  man  or  body  of  men  can  of  right  on  auj  ter- 
ritory within  North  America  form  or  establish  any  State,  (other 
than  those  which  were  called  the  British  Coloniee,  Provinces,  or 
Plantations  in  North  America,)  without  the  Special  consent  of 
that  State  within  which  such  territory  shall  lie,  &  the  approba- 
tion of  Congi'ess. 

Resolved,  that  Congress  do  highly  reprobate  all  attempts  to  »et 
up,  form,  or  establish  any  new  State  or  government,  as  tending  to 
break  the  Union  of  the  States  they  represent,  to  produce  civil  wan, 
&  to  destroy  the  peace,  freedom,  &  happiness  of  America. 

Resolved,  that  C(mgress  have  not  given  Sc  will  not  give  anv 
countenance  or  authority  to  the  discontented  subjects  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  Styling  themselves  the  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
mont, but  do  disapprove  of  their  proceedings. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  per 
sons  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  submit  peaceably  &  quietly  to  the 
jurisdiction,  gov(»rnuiont,  &  authority  of  the  said  State  of  New 
York,  &  that  they  represent  unto  the  said  government  any  griev 
ances  they  may  labor  under. 

R<*aolved,  that  the  State  of  New  York  be  requested  to  forbear, 
for  the  present,  all  coercive  measures  to  compel  the  submission 
of  their  discontented  subjects,  &  also,  on  a  proper  representa 
tion,  to  redress  tin*  gri(»vances  they  labor  under,  if  any  there  b*-. 


[No.  1597.] 

Governor  Clinton  Calls   Washinghm-s  AttaUion  to  the  Situation 
Ahmg  Our  FroiUier. 

lV)ughkeepsie  Ulst  July  1778. 
I)(»ar  Sir,    I   have  this  Moment   received  the  disagreable  ac- 
count of  Spr\uj:fte\d  v\v\i\  Xw(iv^vv^V^^\v  vm  W\fe  Weatern  Frontier 
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of  Tvvdii  County  lM*iiijif  (h'slnm-d  by  tlio  Eiioniy.  C(n>i<»s  aiul 
Extracts  of  the  several  Letters  forwarded  to  me  on  that  Subject 
and  the  Copy  of  a  I^etter  from  Colo.  Vroman  to  General  Ten 
Broeek  containing  Information  of  the  Enemy's  being  on  their 
march  uj)  the  west  branch  of  Dehiware  against  that  Place  your 
Excellency  will  find  enclosed.  I  am  extreamly  apprehensive  that 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  Exertions  we  shall  be  able  to  make 
with  the  militia,  the  Enemy  will  lay  waste  that  Fertile  Country. 
By  General  Ten  Broeck's  Letter,  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  observe  that  none  of  the  Hampshire  Militia  are  arrived  at 
Albany  and  only  about  80  of  the  Berkshire  Militia  and  about 
50  of  Colo.  Beedel's  Regiment  are  now  at  that  Place.  This  un- 
expectedl}^  being  the  Case*,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  whether 
it  wou'd  not  be  most  adviseable  to  hasten  the  march  of  Lieut. 
Colo.  Butler's  Regiment  and  instead  of  halting  them  at  Wawar- 
sink,  let  them  proceed  immcMliately  at  least  as  far  North  as  Scho- 
harie as  it  is  most  pmbable  the  next  attempt  of  the  Enemy  will 
be  against  that  Settlement.     I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem  Your 

Excellency's  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo:  Clinton. 
His  Excellency,  Genl.  Washingtcm. 


[No.  1598.] 
Washington  Declmes  to  Interfere  m  the  Yennont  Matter. 

Head  Quarters  White  Phiins  2lt  July  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  1  have  been  favM  with  yours  of  yesterday,  and  soon 
after  Genl.  Gates  transmit t(Ml  me  letters  from  Colo.  Ethan  Allen 
to  Genl.  Starke  and  himself  upon  the  same  Subject.  I  plainly 
perceive  that  this  matter  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  a  serious 
Dispute  between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Inhabitants  of 


570  PruLK'  Pai»f.us  of  Gkouge  Clixtox. 

JUjsoIxmI,  that  no  man  or  ImmIv  of  iiicn  van  of  right  on  aur  ttr 
ritory  within  North  America  form  or  establish  aoT  State,  lotktf 
than  thos<:»  which  wore  called  tlie  British  Colonies,  Pnovinces*.  ff 
Plantations  in  North  Amenca,)  without  the  Special  consent  ii 
tliat  State  within  which  such  territory  shall  lie,  A  the  appn»la 
tion  of  Congress. 

Kesolved,  that  Congress  do  highly  reprobate  all  attempts  to  M 
up,  form,  or  (establish  any  new  State  or  government,  as  tending  to 
break  the  Union  of  the  States  they  represent,  to  produce  civil  wan. 
•S:  to  destroy  the  peace,  freedom,  &  happiness  of  America. 

Resolved,  that  <.'ongress  have  not  given  &  will  not  give  anv 
countenance  or  authority  to  the  discontented  subjects  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  Styling  themselves  the  inhabitants  of  Ver 
luont,  but  do  disapprove  of  their  proceedings. 

K4*solve<l,  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  ptf- 
sons  afoiTsaid,  forthwith  to  submit  peaceably  &  quietly  to  tbe 
juris<liction,  government,  &  authority  of  the  said  State  of  New 
York,  iS:  that  they  represiMit  unto  the  said  government  any  griev 
ances  they  may  labor  under. 

U(\Molved,  that  the  State  of  New  Y'ork  be  requested  to  forbear, 
for  the  i>resent,  all  coercive  measures  to  compel  the  submission 
of  their  discontented  subjects,  &  also,  on  a  proper  represcnta 
tion,  to  umIhss  the  ^ricvanrt^s  they  labor  under,  if  any  there  \>^- 


[N<».  ir»07.] 

(ioirrnor   (Hintun    i'nlh    \V(ishin(jt<ni*s   Attmtion    to   the   Situ4itm 
A  Ion  (J  Our  Frontier. 

Pou^hkeepsie  21st  July  1778. 

l><*ar  Sir.    1    have  iliis   Monn*ni    nMeive<l   the  disagreable  ar 

*<Mint  of  Sprin;:tn*hl  and  Andreasiown  on  the  Western  Frontier 
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of  Trvoii  County  iN'iii^  ili-st n»vi*«l  hv  tin*  Eueiiiy.  Coj/u's  and 
Extracts  of  the  several  Letters  forwarded  to  me  on  that  Subjec-t 
and  the  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colo.  Vroman  to  General  Ten 
Broe^'k  containing  Information  of  the  Enemy's  being  on  their 
march  up  the  west  branch  of  Delaware  against  that  Place  your 
Excellency  will  find  enclosed.  I  am  extreamly  apprehensive  that 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  Exertions  we  shall  be  able  to  make 
with  the  militia,  the  Enemy  will  lay  waste  that  Fertile  Country. 
By  General  Ten  Broeck's  Letter,  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  observe  that  none  of  the  Hampshire  Militia  are  arrived  at 
Albany  and  only  about  30  of  the  Berkshire  Militia  and  about 
50  of  Colo.  BeedeKs  Regiment  are  now  at  that  Place.  This  un- 
expectedly being  the  Case,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  whether 
it  wou'd  not  be  most  adviseable  to  hasten  the  march  of  Lieut. 
<'oIo.  Butler s  Regiment  and  instead  of  halting  them  at  Wawar- 
sink,  let  them  proceed  immediately  at  least  as  far  North  as  Scho- 
harie as  it  is  most  probable  the  next  attempt  of  the  Enemy  will 
lie  against  that  Settlement.     I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem  Your 

Excellency's  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo:  Clinton. 
His  Excellency,  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  150S.] 
WoMkington  Dedines  to  Interfere  m  the  Termont  MoHer. 

Head  Quarters  White  Plains  2lt  July  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  lK*en  favM  with  yours  of  yesterday,  and  soon 
after  Genl.  Gates  transmittcil  me  letters  frcmi  Colo.  Ethan  Allen 
to  Genl,  Starke  and  himself  u\Hni  the  same  Subject.  I  plainly 
perceive  that  this  matter  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  a  serious 
Dispute  between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Inhabitants  ot 
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Vermont  and  therefore,  I  do  not  chose  to  give  anj  Detemu 
tion.  I  shall  transmit  the  whole  ProceedingB  to  Ooagrew  oi 
desire  their  Decision.  In  the  mean  time  I  taaye  ordered  tk 
Prisoners  to  be  returned  to  Fort  Arnold  where  tlicy  mie  t»  tt 
main,  in  an  easy  confinement  nndw  the  Cue  of  OdIo.  Xaiooa 
the  commanding  Officer.  I  am  with  gupat  Esteem  Dear  Sir, 
Toar  most  Obed*t  Senr't 

Geo:  Washingtia. 
Qov'r  Clinton. 

(Copy) 


[No.  1B89.] 
Oovemor  OUmiom  to  Ike  AUmg 

Ponghkeepale  21st  Joly  177& 
Gentlemen,  Your  Letter  of  the  16th  together  with  the  FMtioa 
of  John  Philips  &  others  who  were  sent  to  GcnL  Btarks  Iqr  Oe 
pretended  State  of  Vermont,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Eaernf^ 
Uues,  was  left  at  my  Honse  during  my  absenee  on  a  Visit  ti 
iionl.  Washington  8  Headquarters.  On  nqr  arrlTal  at  Home  kit 
evening,  I  was  informed  that  the  Persons  had  ntaen^f  PMS^i  tlb 
Plai^  on  their  Passage  down.  Whereopon,  I  **Maa^pt^^T^  yggf/tt 
to  Oonl.  Washinjrion  by  Express  enclosing  a  Cc^qr  of  yonr  Lettff 
J^  tlio  Poll! ion  ami  nH)Ui'Stin|;  him  to  direct  that  the  F^nosi 
might  Ih^  imnuHliaiHy  si^nt  bark  &  delivered  np  to  tile  C<HniBi»'n 
at  this  riaoe  and  that  Genl.  ^^Iarke  might  be  called  to  accosst 
for  his  unwarrantable  Oonduot.      1  am  &e. 

[o.ai 

Jor.  Van  Konsvlaor.  John  M.  Bc^kman,  Isaac  D. ! 
Oouiniia8*rs  Jto. 
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[No.  1600.] 

THE  MILITIA  ALONE  TO  BE  DEPENDED  UPON. 

Chcermor  CUmtam  Notifies  General  Ten  Broeck  thai  the  CcmimemUil 
Army  Cannot  Hdp  Him. 

Ponghkeepsie  2l8t  Joly  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  Yoor  Letter  of  the  11th  Instant  I  receiyed  at  Genl. 
Washington's  Head  Qnarters  &  immediately  eommnnicated  to 
him  the  Information  contained  in  Armitage's  AflSdavit.  A  Regi- 
ment of  Continental  Troops  that  was  designed  for  the  lower  End 
of  Minisink  are  now  on  their  March  np  onr  Western  Frontier  thej 
are  to  halt  at  or  near  Wawarsinck  &  wait  there  for  fnrther  Orders. 
It  will  l)e  some  Days  jet  before  they  can  arrive  at  that  Place. 

On  my  Retom  Home  last  Night  I  was  faronred  with  yours 
of  the  17th  Instant  The  Information  transmitted  yon  by  Colo. 
Vrooman  &  Copied  in  yonr  Letter  may  be  tme,  as  it  is  not  im- 
probable. It  is,  therefore,  of  the  ntmost  Importance  that  my 
former  Orders  shonld  he  strictly  complied  with  &,  a  respectable 
Force  of  the  Militia  kept  constantly  ont  on  the  Frontiers  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Inhabitants  who  mnst  otherwise  ineritably  fall  a 
Bacrafize  to  the  Enemy.  The  Militia  of  yoor  Brigade  mnst  sub- 
mit to  an  eqaal  Share  of  Duty  with  those  in  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Btate;  more  will  not  be  required  of  them.  I  hare  done  eyery 
Thing  in  my  Power  &  Consistent  with  my  Duty  to  obtain  you 
Buccour  from  the  Continental  Army,  but  when  we  consider  the 
Extent  of  the  Western  Frontier  only  from  Virginia  Northward, 
equally  exposed  to  &  infested  by  the  Tories  &  Savages,  you  will 
readilly  perceive  it  woud  take  our  whole  Army  to  guard  it.  This 
will  account  for  the  want  of  greater  Success  in  my  Applications. 
We  most  for  this  one  Campaign  (for  I  am  almost  CouMexit^M  ^^ 
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of  this  Business  and  afi  jonr  own  private  Bosiness  maj  not  admit 
of  your  employing  so  much  of  your  Time  therein  as  may  be  com- 
petent for  the  Purpose,  to  call  on  such  suitable  Persons  in  wbom 
you  can  place  Confidence  to  your  Assistance  as  may  be  necesstrr. 
You  will  pleaise  to  observe  that  besides  Proof  of  the  Infrsctioa 
of  the  Convention  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Instance  abore 
particularly  mentioned  it  will  be  equally  material  to  prove  it  in 
any  other  such  as  the  Concealment  of  Stores,  Standards  kn. 
which  ought  by  the  Tenor  of  the  Convention  to  have  been  deliv- 
ered  up. 

I  woud  mention  Messrs.  John  Lansing  &  Dirck  Swart  as  Per- 
sons proper  to  be  imployed  by  you  in  the  Execution  of  this  Boii- 
uf^sa,  if  they  will  undertake  it  &  I  am  perswaded  to  oblidge  m* 
Genl.  Schuyler  will  render  you  every  assistance  in  his  Power.  1 
have  only  to  add  that  it  is  to  be  conducted  with  secrecy,  aa  per- 
haps the  Evidence  required,  may  be  procured  from  Canada  And 
that  I  will  see  that  all  Expence  attending  this  Matter  be  paid  with 
a  Il(»asonable  Compensation  to  the  Gentlemen  imployed  for  their 

Tnmbh*.     I  am  &ca. 

G.C 
Tii  John  Tayler,  Escir. 


[No.  1602.] 

(JKNKliAL  (lATKS  SNUKS  JAMES  DUANE. 

The  Ijatter  Submits  a  Few  Valuable  Suggestions  to  Chwemor  CUnt(m 
on  the  Indian  Questum. 

Manour  Livingston  21st  July  177S. 

Sir,  1  (li<l  myself  th(*  Honour  of  apprizing  your  Excel lencj  of 

my   havinj:  enj^ajjcd,  at    the  Entreaty  of  General  Sehuyler.  to 

assist  in  forwarding:  ih«*  M«asun»8  riMMmimended  by  Congress  for 

the  Protection  ot  our  A\*tTv;^^^<^  ¥t^\iVv^\%:,  ly^  \%t  ^a^  \Sa«^  were 
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connected  with  the  Indian  Department.    This  by  the  same  Op- 
portnnity,  I  also  intimated  to  General  Gates;  expressing  my 
wishes  that  as  it  depended  with  him  to  pat  the  Enterprixe  in 
motion  we  might  speedily  be  furnished  with  his  Directions.    On 
the  second  Instant  I  went  to  Albany.    After  three  or  fonr  days 
oar  Express  returned,  with  a  Line  from  Creneral  Gates,  taking 
no  other  notice  of  the  interesting  Subject  of  Dor  dispatches  than 
**  that  he  woud  write  to  us  fully  by  Lieut.  Col.  Willet  who  was 
shortly  expected  from  General  Washington's  Head  Quarters.*'    I 
waited  at  Albany  undll  the  15''  Inst,  when  I  had  the  Mortifi- 
cation to  learn  that  Col.  Willet  had  returned  from  the  grand 
army,  and  was  on  a  Visit  to  his  Family  in  Connecticut;  despair- 
ing, therefore,  of  being  anywise  8erTiceable  by  a  further  Exercise 
of  Patience,  and  waste  of  money  &  Time,  I  returned  to  the 
Manour.    I  shall  make  no  Comment  on  this  Misterious  proceed- 
ure  of  the  Commander  of  the  Northern  Department.     My  own 
personal  Feelings  I  have  moderation  enough  to  temper.     Per- 
haps the  deplorable  Events  which  have  recently  occurred,  and 
otheis  which  are  still  to  be  dreaded;  coud  not  hare  been  arerted, 
even  had  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  been  obeyed  with  alacrity. 
Perhaps,  too.  Appearances  in  the  Southern  part  of  our  State  may 
hare  drawn  upon  General  Gates  a  weight  of  Solicitude  and  ap- 
preh^isions  which  will  fully  Justify  his  seeming  Inattention  to 
those  Injunctions.    I  learn  from  the  Speaker,  that  the  House  of 
Assembly,  just  before  their  last  Rising,  expressed  their  Desire 
that  General  Schuyler  or  myself  shoud  repair  to  Congress,  and 
that  a  Resolution  for  this  Purpose  was  only  laid  aside  because  it 
was  represented   that   the  General   was  preparing  to  proceed 
thitlier  without  Loss  of  Time.    He  undoubtedly  communicated 

an  Intention;  but  being  soon  after  noUltedV^  \\i<^ ^^r^x^^^^ 
37 
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of  Congress  that  a  Charge  of  Neglect  of  Duty  in  his  late  military 
department  was  at  length  transmitted  to  Gteneral  Washington, 
he  thought  himself  bound  to  repair  to  head  Quarters  to  demand 
his  Trial.  I  Esteem  the  wishes  of  my  Constituents  on  this  Oc- 
casion as  a  Command  with  which  I  cannot  in  point  of  Honoaror 
Duty  dispense,  &  therefore — foregoing  a  personal  Consideration 
which  lies  very  near  to  my  Heart,  and  which  on  a  former  oc- 
casion I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency — am  determined  in  a  short 
time  previously  doing  myself  the  Honour  of  asking  your  Excel- 
lency's Commands;  to  resume  my  Seat  in  Congress. 

If  General  Schuyler  shoud  be  long  detained  at  Head  Qnaners 
on  his  Trial ;  or  again,  take  his  Post  in  the  army,  or  his  Seat  in 
Congress,  give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  recommend  the  Affairs  of  the  Six 
nations  to  your  Excellency's  more  immediate  attention.  The 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroroes  are  still  our  Friends  and  with  proper 
management  might  be  induced  to  take  an  active  part,  even 
against  the  Senecas  &  Cayugaes.  The  Onondagaes  are  divided  & 
many  of  them  may  be  drawn  over  to  us  on  the  appearance  of 
vigorous  Efforts  to  realize  our  late  Menaces.  No  one  knows 
better  than  your  Excellency  the  great  advantages  which  may  be 
derived  from  this  animosity  among  the  Six  nations,  especially  is 
any  offensive  Operation,  nor  the  Dangers  which  are  to  be  appre- 
hended in  Case  of  their  uniting  against  us  in  acts  of  Hostility. 
Candour  bids  me  to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Mr.  Douw  with  the 
greatest  Zeal  &  the  best  Intentions  for  the  publick  Service,  is 
not  alone  equal  to  the  arduous  &  delicate  Task  of  managing  these 
unM(<'ii<iy  People,  nor  do  I  believe  he  woud  undertake  it.  I  take 
(III*  LilHTty  to  suggest  these  Hints  that  your  Excellency  m*.^ 
^v     "~         *o  revolve  them  &  in  Case  of  Emergency  to  gi^ 
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Permit  me.  Sir,  with  the  ntmost  Cordiality,  to  eongratnlate 
Tour  Excellency  on  the  Victory  obtaind  by  onr  great  &  most 
worthy  General  over  the  British  army  in  the  Battle  of  Monmouth. 
Among  the  many  eminent  advantages  which  mnst  arise  from  this 
happy  Erent,  I  am  particularly  rejoicd  that  snch  signal  Glory 
has  crownd  the  Virtues  and  the  Labours  of  our  illustrious  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 

Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant. 

Jas.  Duane. 
His  Excellency,  Govemour  Clinton. 


[Xo.  1603.] 

Mas9achu9etts  Depends  Upon  New  York  for  Flour  and  Bread. 

War  Office,  Boston  July  22, 1778. 

Sir,  We  are  requested  by  Collo.  Smith  of  your  State,  who  some- 
time past  contracted  w- h  this  Board  to  purchase  for  the  use  of 
Government,  One  Thousand  barrells  of  Flour,  the  greatest  part 
of  which  still  remains  in  the  State  of  ^ew  York.  And,  as  he  is 
apprehensive  some  difficulties  may  arise  about  permission  being 
granted  by  your  E^celly  and  the  Honl>le  Court,  for  transporting 
the  same,  we  would  inform  your  ExcelFy  that  this  Govemm't 
have  no  other  method  to  import  that  Article  but  from  and  thro 
your  State,  and  that  at  present  we  are  in  the  greatest  need  there- 
t>f,  and  beg  be  may  be  permitted  to  forward  the  same. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Y' r  Excell'y  most  Obt.  hble.  Servants 

Sam  Phps  Savage,  Pres't  P  Order. 
His  Exceiry  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

P.  3L  Since  writing  the  above  Collo.  Smith  hath  informed  us, 
tluit  there  is  now  remaining  in  y'r  State  aVt  ^QA  ^ut^^^a^ 
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of  Congress  that  a  Charge  of  Neglect  of  Duty  in  his  late  military 
department  was  at  length  transmitted  to  General  Washington, 
he  thought  himself  bound  to  repair  to  head  Quarters  to  demand 
his  Trial.  I  Esteem  the  wishes  of  my  Constituents  on  this  Oc- 
casion as  a  Command  with  which  I  cannot  in  point  of  Honour  or 
Duty  dispense,  &  therefore — foregoing  a  personal  Consideration 
which  lies  very  near  to  my  Heart,  and  which  on  a  former  oc- 
casion I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency — am  determined  in  a  short 
time  previously  doing  myself  the  Honour  of  asking  yonr  Excel- 
lency's Commands;  to  resume  my  Seat  in  Congress. 

If  General  Schuyler  shoud  be  long  detained  at  Head  Quarters 
on  his  Trial;  or  again,  take  his  Post  in  the  army,  or  his  Seat  in 
Congress,  give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  recommend  the  Affairs  of  the  Six 
nations  to  your  Excellency's  more  immediate  attention.  The 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroroes  are  still  our  Friends  and  with  proper 
management  might  be  induced  to  take  an  active  part,  eren 
against  the  Senecas  &  Cayugaes.  The  Onondagaes  are  divided  & 
many  of  them  may  be  drawn  over  to  us  on  the  appearance  of 
vigorous  Efforts  to  realize  our  late  Menaces.  No  one  knows 
better  than  your  Excellency  the  great  advantages  which  may  be 
derived  from  this  animosity  among  the  Six  nations,  especially  in 
any  offensive  Operation,  nor  the  Dangers  which  are  to  be  appre- 
hended in  Case  of  their  uniting  against  us  in  acts  of  Hostilitj. 
Candour  bids  me  to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Mr.  Douw  with  the 
greatest  Zeal  &  the  best  Intentions  for  the  publick  Service,  is 
not  alone  equal  to  the  arduous  &  delicate  Task  of  managing  these 
unsteady  People,  nor  do  I  believe  he  woud  undertake  it.  I  take 
the  Liberty  to  suggest  these  Hints  that  your  Excellency  may 
have  Time  to  revolve  them  &  in  Case  of  Emergency  to  give 
seasonable  Directions. 
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Permit  me.  Sir,  with  the  ntmost  Cordialitr,  to  congratnlate 
Tonr  Excellency  on  the  Victory  obtaind  by  our  great  &  most 
worthy  General  over  the  British  army  in  the  Battle  of  Monmouth. 
Among  the  many  eminent  advantages  which  must  arise  from  this 
happ»y  Event,  I  am  particularly  rejoicd  that  such  signal  Glory 
has  crownd  the  Virtues  and  the  Labours  of  our  illustrious  Ck>m- 
mander  in  Chief. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 

Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant. 

Jas.  Duane. 
His  Excellency,  Govemour  Clinton. 


[Xo.  1603.] 

MassadkugeiU  Depends  Upon  New  York  far  Flour  and  Bread. 

War  Office,  Boston  July  22, 1778. 

Sir.  We  are  requested  by  CoUo.  Smith  of  your  State,  who  some- 
time past  contracted  w'h  this  Board  to  purchase  for  the  use  of 
Government,  One  Thousand  barrells  of  Flour,  the  greatest  part 
of  which  still  remains  in  the  State  of  ^ew  York.  And,  as  he  is 
apprehensive  some  difficulties  may  arise  about  permission  being 
granted  by  your  E^celly  and  the  Honl>le  Court,  for  transporting 
the  same,  we  would  inform  your  ExcelFy  that  this  Govemm't 
have  no  other  method  to  import  that  Article  but  from  and  thro 
your  State,  and  that  at  present  we  are  in  the  greatest  need  there- 
of, and  beg  he  may  be  permitted  to  forward  the  same. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Y'r  Excell'y  most  Obt.  hble.  Servants 

Sam  Phps  Savage,  Preset  P  Order. 
His  Excell'y  Geoi^  Clinton  Esqr. 

P.  3L  Since  writing  the  above  Collo.  Smith  hath  informed  us, 
that  there  is  now  remaining  in  y'r  State  ab*t  SOQ  Bmzr^VNa^ 
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of  Congress  that  a  Charge  of  Neglect  of  Duty  in  his  late  military 
department  was  at  length  transmitted  to  General  Washington, 
he  thought  himself  bound  to  repair  to  head  Quarters  to  demand 
his  Trial.  I  Esteem  the  wishes  of  my  Constituents  on  this  Oc- 
casion as  a  Command  with  which  I  cannot  in  point  of  Honour  or 
Duty  dispense,  &  therefore — foregoing  a  personal  Consideration 
which  lies  very  near  to  my  Heart,  and  which  on  a  former  oc- 
casion I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency — am  determined  in  a  short 
time  previously  doing  myself  the  Honour  of  asking  your  Excel- 
lency's Commands;  to  resume  my  Seat  in  Congress. 

If  General  Schuyler  shoud  be  long  detained  at  Head  Quarters 
on  his  Trial;  or  again,  take  his  Post  in  the  army,  or  his  Seat  in 
Congress,  give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  recommend  the  Affairs  of  the  Six 
nations  to  your  Excellency's  more  immediate  attention.    The 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroroes  are  still  our  Friends  and  with  proper 
management  might   be   induced  to  take  an  active  part,  even 
against  the  Senecas  &  Cayugaes.     The  Onondagaes  are  divided  & 
many  of  them  may  be  drawn  over  to  us  on  the  appearance  of 
vigorous  Efforts  to  realize  our  late  Menaces.    No  one  knows 
better  than  your  Excellency  the  great  advantages  which  may  be 
derived  from  this  animosity  among  the  Six  nations,  especially  in 
any  offensive  Operation,  nor  the  Dangers  which  are  to  be  appre- 
hended in  Case  of  their  uniting  against  us  in  acts  of  Hostility. 
Candour  bids  me  to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Mr.  Douw  with  the 
greatest  Zeal  &  the  best  Intentions  for  the  publick  Service,  is 
not  alone  equal  to  the  arduous  &  delicate  Task  of  managing  these 
unsteady  People,  nor  do  I  believe  he  woud  undertake  it.    I  take 
the  Liberty  to  suggest  these  Hints  that  your  Excellency  may 
have  Time  to  revolve  them  &  in  Case  of  Emergency  to  give 
^reasonable  Directions. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clixtox.  581 

lention  to  the  poblic  good  &  at  the  Expenee  of  their  private  In- 
itriv>i  ihe  People  most  unavuidably  suffer  under  the  best  Govern- 
mtrnt. 

I  have  nothing  new  worth  Commnnicating.  I  had  the  Plea- 
sar^  of  sseeing  your  Brother  at  Head  Quarters  a  few  Days  since. 
He  was  perfectly  recovered  of  his  Wound  &  expected  soon  to 
ottrain  leave  to  vissit  the  Faniilly.  Please  to  make  my  best  Com- 
piimeots  to  Mrs.  Livingston  &  believe  me  to  be  with  great  Re- 
spit-' t  Your  most  Obed't  8erv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Oon'ble  Robt.  R.  Livingston  Esqr. 


[No.  1605.] 

AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Sfveral  RepresentaiUt  Mem  CaU  His  Attemtlom  to  ike  SUuatUm  im 

Tryon  Comnty. 

German  Flatts,  July  the  2aid  177a 
May  it  plea:4e  Your  Excellency.  We  the  inhabitants  of  Ger- 
man Flatts  District  in  the  County  of  Tryon,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
lay  oar  Distresses  before  Yotir  ExceDency,  Not  doubting  btit 
Your  Excellency  will  give  us.  all  the  as^stanee,  the  nature  of 
oar  Case  requires. 

Oar  case  on  these  Frontiers  is  truly  Deplorable,  as  we  lay  open 
to  the  continual  ravages,  and  cruelties  of  the  Savages.  It  is  with 
grief,  we  can  assure  Your  Excellency,  that  on  Saturday  last,  the 
iMh  instant  Andrews  Town,  and  Spring-Field,  was  bum*d  and 
Destroy 'd  by  the  Enemy,  and  since  that  Time,  they  are  continual- 
ly alarming  us.  with  scalping  Parties,  who  sometimes  kill  and 
scalp  one.  and  take  another  Prisoner. 

By  two  old  men.  who  the  enemy  took  Prisoners  at  Andrews 
Town,  and  have  since  sent  back,  we  learn  that  ^<Mft^  %rv^^ 
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who  commanded  the  party  of  Indiaxus,  at  the  bnmiiig  of  the 
above  places,  told  the  said  men,  that  in  about  eight  days  time, 
he  should  join  Butler,  and  then  they  intended  to  fall  in.  on  the 
German  Flatts,  and  bum  and  destroy  all  that  came  before  them. 
They  likewise  told  the  men,  that  Fight  they  wonld,  for  they 
came  on  purpose  to  fight.  And  burn  and  Destroy  they  most 
They  drove  off  a  number  of  Cattle  from  Andrews  Town,  and  have 
left  several  Dead  on  the  Spot. 

Tour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  pardon,  onr  boldness,  in  tho* 
troubling  You,  But  as  we  have  wrote  several  times  for  assistance, 
and  there  was  some  Parties  sent  up  from  Albany,  bnt  none  has 
been  sent  to  the  German  Flatts,  We  are  therefore  obllg'd  as  our 
last  refuge  to  be  thus  troublesonae  to  Your  Excellency,  Humbly 
hoping,  Your  Excellency,  will  grant  us  a  reinforcement,  sof- 
ficient  to  hinder  the  wicked  designs  of  our  enemies,  as  we  are  of 
ourselves  to  weak.  If  we  cannot  get  assistance,  we  must  expect 
to  Starve,  as  we  are  oblig'd  to  keep  all  in  a  Body,  to  Protect  oar- 
selves,  our  Wives  and  Families,  not  knowing  how  soon  we  may 
be  attacked,  By  which  means  we  have  not  time  to  get  in  our 
harvest.  La«t  Year,  at  the  time  of  the  seige  of  Fort  Schoyier. 
we  could  get  no  assistance  till  too  late,  by  which  means  we  lo«t 
most  part  of  our  harvest,  and  tho  remainder  was  almost  spoilU 
We  are  sorry  to  trouble  Your  Exeellence  with  our  fears,  bnt  with- 
out the  desired  Reiiiforcein<»nt,  we  are  under  apprehensions,  that 
this  Harvest,  will  prove  a  jxreat  deal  worse.  We  have  wrote  to 
General  Stark  in  Albany,  f(»r  such  a  Reinforcement,  and  if  Yoar 
ExcelhMne.  would  be  ploas'd  to  back  it,  with  a  line  or  two.  vre 
trust  it  would  be  a  means  to  Exiwdite  our  Desire. 

Therefore,  relyiiij^  on  Your  Excellencies  lirm  attachment,  to 
the  Glorious  cause  of  American  Freedom,  and  Your  Justice  and 


Public  Papers  of  Georgk  Clccton.  aSS 

Humaiuty  to  all  mankind,  for  the  so  mach  deared  reinforcement, 
we  beg  leave  to  Subscribe  onrselTes,  in  behalf  of  the  whole  Dis- 
trict, Yoor  Excellencies,  Most  Obedient  hnmble  Senrants 

Peter  Bdlinger,  Colo. 

Friederick  Fox,  Justice. 

Willem  Dejgert,  Justice. 

Michael  Ittick,  Capt. 

Henrich  Hercheimer,  Justice. 
To  His  Exc^lencj,  George  Clinton  Eaqr. 


ISo.  1606.] 
The  AJbamf  Comtpimey  Cammiiiet  Be^iaie  Otmerul  Stark. 

Albany  24th  July  177a 
Sir.  We  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  jours  of  the  21st  Instant, 
fince  which  there  is  again  in  this  Place  seven  other  Persons  sent 
bj  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  to  be  forwarded,  we  suppose 
by  General  Starks,  to  the  Enemy;  from  the  first  Reception  we 
met  with  by  General  Starks  we  conceire  it  needless  to  remon- 
strate with  him  any  farther  about  the  matter;  therefore  we  take 
the  most  early  Oppertunity  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the 
Proceedings.  We  are  Your  Excellencies  most  Obedient  hum: 
Servants 

Jer.  V  Rensselaer,  John  M.  Beeckman,  Isaac  D.  Fonda. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1607.] 
CokmH  Trorjmam  Reports  Imcmsed  Aefin7jf  Aanrng  the  Imdiaua. 

Schohary  24th  July  1778. 
Sir,  Our  alarming  Sircumstances  ^iduces   me   to    b^   your 
H<»onr  to  give  your  assistance  at  this  critical  Junctnre.    I  have 
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[No.  1604.] 
Oavernor  CUnton  Willing  to  Aid  m  Suppressing  Bandits. 

Ponghkeepsie  22d  July  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  yesterday.  I  will  be 
much  obliged  to  you  or  any  other  Gentleman  who  will  undertake 
to  concert  a  proper  Plan  for  detecting  the  Lawless  Banditis  yon 
alude  to  and  I  will  most  cheerfully  afford  any  Force  I  am  author- 
ized to  raise  which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  it  effect- 
ually into  Execution. 

I  have  myself  taken  great  Pains  in  concerting  Measures  for 
apprehending  the  Robers  who  infest  different  Parts  of  the  Coun- 
try that  they  might  be  brought  to  Punishment,  tho  I  do  not  con- 
ceive this  to  be  the  immediate  Duty  of  my  OflBce.  Reflections 
cast  on  Government  or  those  in  the  Administration  of  it  because 
Roberies  are  committed  in  the  State  by  night  in  so  secret  a  man- 
ner as  that  the  Perpetrators  cannot  be  detected,  woud  in  my 
Oppinion  be  very  invidious  &  ungenerous  as  to  merit  the  Con- 
tempt of  every  honest  man.  The  very  Robers  themselves  by  the 
Care  they  take  not  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  Government  confess 
its  Justice  &  Energy.  The  Courts  lately  held  at  this  Place  and 
at  Albany  have  afforded  them  the  most  convincing  Evidence  of 
nine  having  been  convicted  &  executed  for  that  Crime  alone. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  lamented  that  not  one  of  the  Gentlemen  in 
your  Part  of  the  Country  who  ai-e  named  in  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  have  (jualified  themselves  for  the  Execution  of  that 
Office*,  and  that  others  cannot  be  found  in  so  large  a  District  who 
will  consent  to  serve.  It  is  to  this  Cause  not  only  the  Misschiefs 
(if  which  you  complain  but  many  other  Evils  may  with  great 
Justice  be  imputed,  and  until  those  among  you  who  have  Capa- 
city  to  serve  their  Counilry  w\\\  ^V  \^^^\.  ^oxi^wt  to  pay  some  at- 
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Canada  with  a  promise  of  pardon  to  two  or  three  of  those  of  the 
ConTention  who  have  been  obliged  to  bear  arms  Since  their  Going 
into  Canada  from  Saratoga;  from  Soch  persons  the  Clearest  Eri- 
dence  conld  be  obtaind,  &  I  haye  not  the  least  doabt  bnt  there 
are  manj  who  wonid  Gladlj  retnm  were  thej  assured  of  a  pardon, 
I  dare  Say  there  are  SevCTal  in  this  &  Charlotte .  Connty  who 
wonld  wiUingly  be  the  bearers  of  So  agreeable  a  piece  of  news 
to  their  near  Connections  who  are  with  the  Enemy.  General 
Schuyler  looks  npon  this  to  be  the  most  Eligible  mode  of  pro- 
cnring  Sufficient  proof,  and  promises  his  advice  and  assistance. 
Should  this  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation,  on  Signi- 
fying the  same,  it  shall  be  carried  into  inmiediate  Execution,  for 
which  purpose  a  pardon  from  you  would  be  necessary.  Mr.  John 
Lansing  will  assist  me.  I  have  not  as  yet  wrote  to  Mr.  Swart. 
My  Indisposition  when  I  left  Poughkeepsie  preT^ited  my  waiting 
on  you.  I  mentiou'd  to  you  that  I  left  Cloth  for  a  watch  coat,  with 
a  taylor  at  Esopus  whose  name  I  forgot.  I  wish  you  would  order 
Some  of  your  people  to  Enquire  after  it.  Twould  answer  for 
some  one  your  Serrants.  I  am  with  Due  Esteem  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obed't  Humble  Serv't 

John  Tayler. 
Albany  24th  July  1778. 

Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1609.] 
Gemerai  Schuyler  ai  Work  on  the  Satme  Cam. 

Albany  July  26th  1778. 
Dear  Sir,   Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  21st  Instant  I  had 
the  honor  to  receive  on  the  24th.    We  are  well  aware  that  you 
kave  exerted  every  means  in  your  power  to  procure  safety  to  fron- 
tier Inhabitants.     If  the  detachment  you  mention  uiidex  Ca\^. 
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who  commanded  the  party  of  Indiaius,  at  the  burning  of  the 
above  places,  told  the  said  men,  that  in  about  eight  days  time, 
he  should  join  Butler,  and  then  they  intended  to  fall  in,  on  the 
German  Flatts,  and  burn  and  destroy  all  that  came  before  them. 
They  likewise  told  the  men,  that  Fight  they  would,  for  they 
came  on  purpose  to  fight.  And  burn  and  Destroy  they  most 
They  drove  off  a  number  of  Cattle  from  Andrews  Town,  and  have 
left  several  Dead  on  the  Spot. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  pardon,  our  boldness,  in  thi» 
troubling  You,  But  as  we  have  wrote  several  times  for  assistance, 
and  there  was  some  Parties  sent  up  from  Albany,  but  none  has 
been  sent  to  the  German  Flatts,  We  are  therefore  obliged  as  our 
last  refuge  to  be  thus  troublesoine  to  Your  Excellency,  Humbly 
hoping,  Your  Excellency,  will  grant  us  a  reinforcement,  suf- 
ficient to  hinder  the  wicked  designs  of  our  enemies,  as  we  are  of 
ourselves  to  weak.     If  we  cannot  get  assistance,  we  must  expect 
to  Starve,  as  we  are  oblig'd  to  keep  all  in  a  Body,  to  Protect  our- 
selves, our  Wives  and  Families,  not  knowing  how  soon  we  may 
be  attacked.  By  which  means  we  have  not  time  to  get  in  our 
harvest.     La.st  Year,  at  the  time  of  the  seige  of  Fort  Schuyler, 
we  could  get  no  assistance  till  too  late,  by  which  means  we  lost 
most  part  of  our  harvest,  and  the  remainder  was  almost  spoilU 
We  are  sorry  to  trouble  Your  Excellence  with  our  fears,  but  with- 
out the  desired  Reinforcement,  we  are  under  apprehensions,  that 
this  Ilarvest,  will  prove  a  great  deal  worse.     We  have  wrote  to 
General  Stark  in  Albany,  for  such  a  Reinforcement,  and  if  Yonr 
Excellence,  would  be  pleas'd  to  back  it,  with  a  line  or  two,  we 
trust  it  would  be  a  means  to  Exi>edite  our  Desire. 

Therefore,  relying  on  Your  Excellencies  firm  attachment,  to 
the  Glorious  cause  of  American  Freedom,  and  Your  Justice  and 
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Return  of  the  Fourth  Penn^iflvania  Regiment  Under  Colonel  WUIiam 

BuUer. 

Betom  of  the  State  of  the  4th  PennsylT-a  Begim*t  Commanded 
br  Wm.  BatJer  Esqr.  Ldeat't  Colonel.     Albany  Jnlv  28th  1778. 
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N.  B.     Lieot.  Summers  as  Qr.  Mr.  Pro  tem. 

Albany  JuIt  29th  1778.  2  Serjants  4  Bank  &  file  Joined  from 
Yallej  Forge.  1  Private  Exchanged  from  New  York.  1  Do  from 
the  ConunisBarT  Genl's  Waggons. 


Return  of  Cloathing  &c.  Wanting  in  4  Pensa.  Commanded  bj 
Lt  CSolo.  Wm.  Birtler.*    Jnlj  28th  1778. 

Hats  20;  Hunting  Shirts  131;  Shirts  131;  Shoes  131;  Blankets 
€0;  Napsacks  19;  Orerals  53. 

Wanting  in  the  Bille  B^t-  Shirts  118;  Shoes  124;  Orerals 
118;  Blankets  29;  Napsacks  30;  Canteens  60;  Hunting  Shirts  80; 
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wrote  to  General  Stark  for  gome  men,  Field  Piecee  &  ammum- 
tion  which  I  think  at  this  time  very  necessary,  Capt'n  Harper,  a 
Gentlemen  of  Veracity,  gives  me  Intelligence  that  the  Enemy  are 
at  Unindilla  very  strong,  amounting  to  neigh  three  thonsand,  and 
by  one  of  my  Scouts  which  arriv'd  this  afternoon  brings  Intelli- 
gence that  they  saw  four  Indians  within  fourteen  miles  of  this 
place,  going  from  thie,  which  they  supposed  to  be  a  Schoot  and  I 
believe  it  is  very  likely;  the  Schout  also  ftiforms  me  that  they 
staid  last  night  in  sight  of  one.  Services,  a  great  Enemy  to  the 
Country  upon  the  Susquahanna  where  they  heard  frequent  yell- 
ings  of  the  Savages;  therefore  I  hope  your  Honour  will  consider 
our  Sircumstances  and  lend  us  aid.    I  have  Enclosed  sent  you  a 
return  of  our  Strength  at  this  place,  I  am  Sir  Your  most  obed't 

humble  Servant 

Peter  Vroraan,  Colonel. 

To  the  Honble.  B.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Albany. 

[Copy.] 


[No.  1608.] 

SEARCHING  FOR  EVIDENCE. 

Against  English   Soldiers   Who  Dishonored  the  Parole  Oiven  at 

Saratoga. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  the  2l8t  Instant,  in 
which  you  request  I  would  undertake  to  Collect  such  Information, 
as  can  be  obtaind,  of  the  Infraction  of  the  Convention  of  Sara- 
toga. General  Schuyler  has  sent  a  person  into  Canada,  with  direc- 
tions to  learn  whether  any  of  those,  Included  in  the  Convention, 
were  Compelled  to  bear  arms  Since  that  time;  but  as  the  obscure 
Character  in  which  he  must  appear  will  render  it  difficult  for  him 
procure  Such  proof  as  will  be  necessary,  I  would,  therefore,  Sug- 
gest  whether  it  would  not  be  ^  ^^M^^xit  Ste^  to  Send  a  man  into 
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'fitfise  There  is  no  scartitv  of  that  article  with  yon,  I  trust 

ency's  steady  attention  to  the  Interest  of  yonr  Coun- 

T\\  will  induce  yon  to  grant  this  Bequest. 

am  Sir  with  much  Regard  &  Esteem,  Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed*t  &  most  hum  e  Servant 

h.  Jon'th  Trumbull. 

His  ExcellencT,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1617.] 

A  MAX  OF  SPIRIT  WANTED. 

Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingstons  Observations  on  the  Situation  in  Tnton 

County. 

Manor  Liringston  2S  July  177S. 
Dear  Govenor,  I  Returned  yesterday  from  Cherry  Valley  and 
Johnstown,  and  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  from  the  obser- 
vations I  have  made  during  my  stay  in  that  Westtrean  part  of 
this  State,  that  unless  a  proper  force  of  Continental  troops  are 
posted  without  the  least  delay  at  Schoharie,  Cherry  Valley,  Fort 
Dayton,  Stone  Arabia  and  Johnstown,  all  that  part  of  the  State 
will  be  deserted  by  the  Inhabitans  and  the  Granary  of  our  Coun- 
try be  exposed  to  the  Depridations  of  a  merciless  Banditl  of 
Savages.    The  crops  of  Wheat,  Pease  Oats  &  Com  are  most  ex- 
traordinary fine.    Have  been  up  as  far  as  the  beginning  of  the 
German  Flatts  thro*  Stone  Arabia  and  round  by  Cherry  Valley. 
I  did  meet  240  of  Colo.  Alden*s  Regi*t  going  to  the  last  place 
bat  an  equal  number  is  wanting  at  every  one  of  the  Posts,  that 
€m  nnj  immergency  they  may  cooperate  together,  and  by  all  the 
^ec'ta  tbnt  our  Scouts  brought  in,  I  make  no  doubt  they  intend 
^  a  Terj  short  time  to  attack  some  one  of  those  Posts,  if  not 
distroj  with  an  unrelenting  and  indiscriminate  hand. 


r 
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Butler  it  will  I  hope  prevent  the  destruction  of  Schoharie  &c.  for 
the  present,  Especially  as  golo.  Alden^s  regiment  is  on  Its  retnrn 
from  Fort  Schuyler,  to  which  I  thought  it  had  been  Improperly 
^     ordered  and  advised  Gen.  Ten  Broeck  to  mention  It  to  G^n.  Stark, 
\^  and  to  request  that  they  might  be  sent  to  the  German  Flatts  &c. 
^  The  militia  from  the  Eastward  which  G€n.  Gates  Expects  I  be- 

lieve will  not  arrive  until  the  latter  EJnd  of  next  month. 
Inclose  your  Excellency  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane. 
Mr.  Taylor  has  shewed  me  your  Excellency's  letter  to  him  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga.  In  Consequence  of 
what  you  wrote  me  on  that  Subject  I  charged  a  man  whom  I  sent 
Into  Canada  with  some  paper  from  Congress,  to  obtain  all  the 
Information  he  could.  Mr.  Taylor  Suggested  that  It  would  proba- 
bly be  only  hear  say  testimony.  I  fear  so;  we,  therefore,  Con- 
cluded to  send  for  three  or  four  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  state 
now  In  Canada  provided  you  approved  and  that  we  were  author- 
ized to  promise  them  pardons. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  with  Great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  Obe- 
dient Hum'e  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
His  Ex.  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  &c. 


[No.  1610.] 
Deputy  Commissary  Bostwick  on  the  Forage  Question. 

Fish  Kill  26th  July  1778. 
Dear  Gov'r,  The  arrival  of  Genl.  Washington's  army  in  this 
Quarter  Renders  it  highly  Expedient  that  we  take  every  eligible 
method  to  Supply  them  with  Forage,  and  as  there  are  a  number 
of  People  in  this  State  who  have  it  in  their  power  but  will  not 
Supply  us  with  any,  \in\eaft  E.^ltemlU^  are  made  use  of,  it  will, 
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^an  convey  what  Intelligence  thev  please  to  them;  the  greatest 

Part  of  them  are  already  become  burthensome  to  their  Neigh- 

Ipours  and  in  all  Probability  the  whole  of  them  will  soon  become 

^  Barihen  to  the  State  for  Support — we  are  of  Opinion  that  it 

would  conduce  much  to  the  Ease  and  Safety  of  the  State  that 

«uch  women  with  their  small  Children  be  removed  to  the  Enemy. 

AVe  beg  you  will  take  this  maner  into  Consideration  and  direct 

us  how  we  shall  act.    We  are  Sir  with  Respect  your  most  Hum'e 

Servants 

Hugh  Mitchell.  Mat:  Visscher,  Jer.  V  Rensselaer. 

His  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[Xo.  1619.] 

Cakmel  Livimgftot^  De9irt$  to  Raise  a  Company  for  Proieciiom 
Agaimsi  the  Clateraek  Bamdiis. 

Manor  Livingston  29  July  TS. 

Dear  Govenor,  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  a  few  lines 

resterday*  mnce  which  have  been  informed  of  two  or  three  Rob* 

eries  in  Claverack  and  this  District,  the  former  of  which  was 

T«  IT  dairing  and  unless  some  force  or  Rangers  are  raised  at  the 

public  expence  to  keep  out  in  the  woods  and  sarch  suspected 

^Jices.  no  friend  to  the  Cause  will  be  safe.    If  your  Excellency 

fitt  to  give  us  liberty  to  raise  a  Company  of  25  or  30  men, 

procure  a  person  that  would  gladly  accept  of  it  that  well 

oderstands  the  woods  and  has  himself  been  robbed  by  them. 

If  a  company  of  30  men  was  raised  in  each  District,  it  would 

strike  an  awe  in  them  and  prevent  any  of  the  Villians  coming 

Sereral  of  my  Neighbours  has  been  here  beging  I  would 

\  to  yoa  about  it  and  are  willing  to  subscribe  largely  towacd& 
38 
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Constitution  I  am  not  authorized  to  pardon  Treasons  yet  I  hare 
the  utmost  Reason  to  believe  the  Legislature  will  extend  Pardon 
to  any  Person  who  may  be  encouraged  to  expect  it  by  the  Persons 
imployed  by  me  for  the  Effecting  this  Necessary  Business.  And 
I  will  use  my  utmost  Influence  for  this  Purpose.  I  mean  to  set 
Tomorrow  for  Head  Qu'rs  from  whence  I  dont  expect  to  Betnra 
in  less  than  a  Fortnight.  Please  to  present  my  best  Compliments 
to  Mrs.  Taylor  in  which  Mrs.  Clinton  joins  me.  I  am  yoor  Affec- 
tionate H  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

To  John  Tayler,  Esqr. 


[No.  1612.] 

Return  of  the  Rifle  Corps  Under  Captam  Thomas  Posey, 

Return  of  the  Detatchment  of  Rifle  Men  Under  the  Command 
of  Capt.  Commandant  Thomas  Posey.     Albany  July  28th  177S. 
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N.  B.     Lieut.  Martin  on  Furlough. 
•  One  Sorjant  Sick  present. 

Thomas  Posey,  Capt.  Commandant  Rifle  Core. 
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' '  ivupon  the  Scout  returned,  and  the  2Tib  Inst. 

It  i>4L?/.  Kainsohers  being  on  Scout  out  at  Harpersneld 

e>  i-cMiincd,  and  in  their  Coming  back  several  Indians 

4^l].j.   whereupon  the  Scout  scattered  and  every  one 

■•^^iH:  ci..'  r  made  their  Escap*-. 

•-4«.«    '■.  if  there  be  now  yet  any  assistance  for  us.  and  you 

^.  .....'   Srhohary  saved,  its  time  now,  for  we  expect  S'Xin  It 

■'•  late;  so  we  all  hope  you  will  do  the  uimost  you  pos- 

i:i,  for  we  have  not  man  enough  to  stand  and  relieve 

ly  if  a  strong  party  attacks  us.    From  your  friend  A:  most 

!Ji  Servand 

Josep  Bakker.  Maj^r. 
*ritrad>  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 

(Copy) 


[Xo.  1621.] 
FRICTION  BETWEEN  COMMANDERS. 

General  Stark  Deprives  Colonel  Butler  of  a  Chance  for  Dhtif.'jtion 
and  the  Latter  Complains  to  Governor  Clinton. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency.  I  arrived  here  on  the  27tL  In- 
stant with  the  Detachment  under  my  Command.  &  agrt-^aMrr  to 
your  Excellency's  Instructions  I  waited  on  General  Stark  <N:  ^ave 
him  Betnms*  of  the  Necessarys  Actually  wanting  for  th»r  <"i.irp3 
at  present.  But  could  not  be  supply'd  with  a  single  Article. 

I  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  Return  &  send  an  Officer  who  I  •.-an 
depend  on  to  bring  the  Necessarys  if  he  can  be  furnish'd  with 


The  Bifle  men  have  hardly  a  Sh«:»e. 

I  must  farther  Acquaint  your  Excellency  that  General  Stark's 
to  differ  widely  from  yours.    His  Motives  I  do 

*5c«  p«<e  589. 
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[No.  1615.] 
A  Company  of  Exempts  Formed  in  Schenectady. 

Schen'dy  28th  July  177S. 

Excert  Sir,  Aggreeable  to  a  Law  of  this  State  to  regulate  the 
militia,  recommending  all  those  who  have  heretofore  Bore  Com- 
missions, as  also  all  those  who  are  from  fifty  to  fifty  five  years 
of  age,  to  form  themselves  into  Companies  &  Chuse  there  Owd 
Officers  &ca.,  in  Obedience  to  Said  Law,  a  Number  to  the  am't 
of  fifty,  have  formed  themselves  into  a  Company  at  this  place 
and  Chose  the  Undernamed  Gentlemen  for  their  Officers,  Vizt. 

Jacob  Schermerhoorn,  Capt.  Isaac  Glen  first  Lieut.,  Cornelis 
A.  V'n  Slyke,  2d  do; 

the  above  Number  of  Gentlemen  having  Chose  me  for  their  Cap- 
tain, &  delivered  me  a  list  of  their  names,  have  taken  the  Earliest 
Oppert unity  to  acq't  you  thereof;  mean  time  beg  leave  to  remain 
Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  &  Hbl.  Serv't 

Jacob  Schermerhoorn. 
His  Exceiry,  Gov'r  Clinton. 

P.  S.     Should  your  Excellency  think  there  is  any  occasion  for 

commissions,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  them. 

J.  S. 


[No.  1616.] 
Governor  Trumhnll  Mak<:8  a  Request  of  Governor  Clinton  for  Flour, 

Lebanon  July  2Sth  1778. 
Sir,  Maj'r  Huntington  who  has  the  Care  of  building  the  Conti- 
nental Frigate  at  Norwich,  is  in  want  of  two  hundred  barrels 
of  Flour  for  carrying  on  the  building  s'd  Ship,  &  has  applvd  to 
me  to  request  your  Excellency  to  permit  Maj'r  Jno.  Davenport 
of  Stanford,  to  procure  that  quantity  in  the  State  of  New  Yori: 
&  transport  it  to  bim*,  aa  \\i\%  \%  ^wt^Vg  ^  v:^^\i^:^xi^\i\!^  \sii^<t4^^  & 
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their  pay  as  they  are  very  suspicions  they  will  again  come  np  this 
moon.  I  have  Ordered  a  party  back  of  the  manor  and  have  en- 
gaged their  pay  out  of  our  own  pockets,  as  was  ObPd  to  do  a 
very  considerable  party  that  went  in  sarch  of  the  fellows  that 
robbed  Moore,  besides  going  myself,  in  order  to  serve  that  un- 
grateful fellow.  Beg  your  Excellency  will  give  ns  leave  to  en- 
deavour to  have  a  small  com'y  here  and  in  the  Oamp  and  aball  send 
the  names  *f or  the  officers  as  I  know  of  no  other  method  to  save 
the  Inhabitants  from  ruin.    Am  with  great  Regard  Your  Very 

Humb.  serv't 

Peter  R.  Livingston. 

[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1620.] 

Major  Joseph  Baker  Reports  the  Presence  of  ProwUng  Indians  and 
Tories  Near  Schoharie. 

Schohary  July  29th  17TS. 

Sir,  Whereas  we  are  by  certain  directions  convinced  that  the 
Enemy'  are  very  near  of  Schohary,  but  we  cannot  assure  of  what 
number;  the  direction  we  have  I  will  acquaint  you  of,  which  is 
the  Inhabitants  of  Cobes  Kill  went  home  partly  to  gather  their 
Wheat  yeeterday,  and  as  some  of  them  came  to  the  upper  end  of 
that  Settlement,  they  heard  one  Shot  and  a  Hog  cried  as  if  it  was 
being  kilk»d,  and  a  little  after  two  Guns  being  shot  of  near  a  mile 
from  the  place  where  the  first  was;  whereon  the  Cobes  Kill 
people  immediately  left  their  places  and  returned  to  Schohary 
and  arrived  by  midnight;  whereupon  a  Scout  being  sent  this  day 
and  returned  by  Sun  Set  who  informed  us  that  some  of  the  re- 
mainder Cattle  of  Cobus  Kill  being  drove  off  and  as  they  was 
/oJ  Jo  wing  the  path  to  dmoNeT^^CiwTL  beln^  discharged  hard  be- 
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fore  them,  whereupon  the  Scout  returned,  and  the  27th  Inst. 
Lieutenant  Dietz  Rainschers  being  on  Scout  out  at  Harpersfield 
where  they  returned,  and  in  their  Coming  back  several  Indians 
pursued  them,  whereupon  the  Scout  scattered  and  every  one 
after  the  other  made  their  Escape. 

Therefore,  if  there  be  now  yet  any  assistance  for  us,  and  you 
mean  have  Schohary  saved,  its  time  now,  for  we  expect  soon  It 
will  be  too  late;  so  we  all  hope  you  will  do  the  utmost  you  pos- 
sibly can,  for  we  have  not  man  enough  to  stand  and  relieve 
Schohary  if  a  strong  party  attacks  us.    From  your  friend  &  most 

obedient  Servand 

Josep  Bakker,  Major. 
To  Brigad'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 

(Copy) 


[No.  1621.] 
FRICTION  BETWEEN  COMMANDERS. 

Cfeneral  Stark  Deprives  Colonel  Butler  of  a  Chance  for  Distinction 
and  the  Latter  Complains  to  Governor  Clinton. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  arrived  here  on  the  27th  In- 
stant with  the  Detachment  under  my  Command,  &  agreeable  to 
your  Excellency's  Instructions  I  waited  on  General  Stark  &  gave 
him  Returns*  of  the  Necessarys  Actually  wanting  for  the  Corps 
at  present,  But  could  not  be  supply'd  with  a  single  Article. 

I  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  Return  &  send  an  Officer  who  I  can 
depend  on  to  bring  the  Necessarys  if  he  can  be  furnish'd  with 
them. 

The  Rifle  men  have  hardly  a  Shoe. 

I  must  further  Acquaint  your  Excellency  that  General  Stark's 
Bentiments  seem  to  differ  widely  from  yours.    His  Motives  I  do 

*See  page  589. 
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not  pretend  to  Judge,  but  on  my  showing  him  my  Instructions 
he  said  it  wa^  impossable  to  carry  on  Offensive  Operations  against 
the  Enemy  at  present  and,  (to  make  use  of  his  own  words)  "it 
woud  be  like  pulling  a  Cat  by  the  Tail  to  get  out  the  Militia  at 
this  time;"  he  says  some  time  hence  we  may  Attaxik  them,  &  in- 
timates that  [he]  intends  to  Command  the  Expedition  himself. 

He  has  also  Ordered  Colonel  Alden  to  join  his  Regiment  now 
lying  at  Cherry  Valley  which  deprives  me  of  the  Honor  yonr 
Excellency  intended  me  in  the  Command  of  the  whole. 

If  your  Excellency  thinks  me  worthy  of  the  Command  and  im- 
powers  me  to  carry  on  Offensive  measures  against  the  Enemy  I 
will  do  it  at  the  Bisque  of  my  Honor  &  every  thing  I  hold  sacred. 

If  this  cannot  be  I  will  do  my  duty  in  the  Command  of  my 
Detachment. 

I  shall  send  Off  Fifty  men  as  soon  as  their  Rifles  are  repaired 
which  I  expect  will  be  to  morrow  &  follow  with  the  Remainder 
as  soon  as  possible  for  Schohary. 

I  waited  on  General  Tenbrook,  last  Evening  who  informs  me 
that  he  has  now  at  Schohary  upwards  of  100  Men  &  had  Ordered 
out  a  Number  more  which  in  the  whole  wou'd  amount  to  300,  But 
seem'd  to  intimate  that  perhaps  some  of  them  cou'd  not  be  de 
pended  on. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  due  Respect  your  Excellency's 

Obed't  Serv't 

Wm.  Butler. 
Albany  July  29th  1778. 

N.  B.     Genl.  Tenbrook  also  informs  me  that  there  is  no  doubt 
but  Tryon  County  will  turn  out  300  Men. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  1622.] 
Capture  of  John  Snow,  ^^a  Daring  TUlianJ* 

Napenagh  30  July  1778. 

Sir,  Leint.  Wesbrouck  Haveing  Received  IntHlegence  that 
Jabn  Snow  a  Noted  Villan  Was  at  Packatackan,  on  WTiich  he 
Inunediatelj  proceeded  to  that  place  and  has  taken  him  prisoner; 
this  Snow  Was  Down  With  that  parttr  Which  Lately  Commited 
the  mischeafe  at  Laghawack  has  also  been  Imployed  By  Butler 
as  an  armour;  he  had  With  him  a  mare  of  the  Widdow  Cole  of 
Lackawaok,  Which  Mr.  Wesbrouck  has  also  Brought  Down  With 
him. 

I  Would  farther  Inform  you  that  this  Snow  is  a  Daring  Villian 
and  Will  Stick  at  Nothing  to  make  his  Escape;  he  Vellies  him 
Self  at  Villeny  and  has  Contrivence  more  then  Common;  So  that 
I  fear  that  if  he  is  Not  tacken  perticular  Care  of  he  Will  find 
means  to  get  of. 

The  Information  that  Mr.  Wesbrouck  Could  git  their  of  the 

Enemy,  Was  that  Butler  Was  Lately  at  Aughquago  and  Intended 

for  Schohary  or  fort  Schuyler;  he  had  Sent  Ben^  ye  Indian  to 

Papaton  &  Packatackan  to  Desire  the  Tories  to  Come  to  him  at 

that  place  Some  time  Last  Weak,  But  Could  Not  Learn  that  any 

of  them  Where  gon.    I  am  Your  Hum.  Ser. 

John  Cantine. 
To  his  Excellency.  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1623.] 

BtoiemenU  of  Deserters  from  the  Enemff. 

George  Hall,  a  Native  of  England,  and  lately  a  Soldier  under 

Creneral  SalllTan  under  Examination,  saith,  that  he  was  taken  a 

prisoner  on  Staten  Island  by  the  Enemy  on  22  Aug't  last,  and 

after  behig  a  prisoner  8  months.  Inlisted  (with  a  Y\ev  ^1  ^VAsce^- 
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ing  his  Liberty)  in  Colo.  Bayard's  Regt.,  which  lays  beyond 
Kings  Bridge  and  Consists  of  ab't  250;  Colo.  Delancey's  I>o.  300, 
and  45th  Regt.  ab't  400;— 62d  Regt.  ab't  300  and  2  Hessian  Begts., 
strength  unknown;  Colo.  Emerrit  ab't  50,  the  amount  that  lay  at 
and  near  the  Bridge — fort  Independence  Garrison'd  with  Hes- 
sians, dont  know  the  Number  not  being  allowed  to  Enter  it— all 
the  Redoubts  to  the  Southward  of  the  fort  mounted  with  men 
and  Cannon;  No.  4  mounted  by  36  men  by  night  &  day — last 
Sunday  week  Brown's  &  Fanning's  Regts.  Embarked  and  were 
to  go  East  End  of  Long  Island  as  he  was  Informed  he  saw  them 
march  off  the  Ground. 

John  Howel  a  Native  of  England  &<;.,  saith,  that  No.  4  &  5 
mounted  by  30  men  each  formerly,  this  week  No.  5  mounted  only 
by  25  men. 

James  Collins  a  Native  of  England  &c.,  saith  that  the  2  Hes- 
sian Regts.  lay  at  fort  Washington  and  a  British  Train  of  artillery 
&  one  of  Hessian  Consists  of  ab't  50  each. 

John  Brooks  a  Native  of  Ireland  &c.  was  taken  near  Piscata- 
way  ab*t  1  year  ago.    N.  B.  the  Troops  which  Embarked  lay  near 
Hart  Island. 
[July  1778.] 


[No.  1624.] 

John   Tayler^s  Bill  and  Receipt  for  Moneys  Paid  in  Obtaining 
Testimony  as  to  Infra^ytions  of  the  Saratoga  Convention. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  To  John  Tayler  Dr. 
177S  July. 
To  cash  paid  three  deserters  for  detaining  them  from 
^^oing  down  the  River  in  order  to  obtain  their  Evi- 
d(*nce  Relative  to  the  Infraction  of  the  Convention  • 
ofSaratoga "^^^ 
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To  John  Boorbaeh  Esqr.  for  taking  affidavits 4  0 

To  John  Lansing  Esqr.  for  cash  expended  by  him  in 
obtaining  Evidence  on  the  above  mention'd  Sub- 
ject       10  5  4 


£12  9  4 


Received  the  above  contents  in  Specie. 

John  Tavler. 


[No.  1625.] 

OEXERAL  TEX  BROECK  WILLING  TO  COOPERATE. 

Alihough  the  Time  of  Many  of  His  Troops  is  Expired  He  WiU 
Endearor  to  Order  Out  One-quarter  of  His  Brigade. 

Albanv  1st  August  177S. 
8ir,  I  wrote  vour  Excellency  the  27th  Ultimo  &  acknowledged 
the  Receipt  of  your  fav'rs  of  the  21st  &  24th  Ultimo.  Part  of 
I^t.  CoL  Butler's  Detachment  of  about  60  men  marched  the  day 
before  yestarday  for  Schohary  &  took  with  them  a  Brass  field 
Ps  A  an  Iron  3  (mt  4  Pounder,  but  there  is  no  shot  for  the  later; 
when  the  Remainder  will  march  I  don't  know^  but  understand 
they  will  in  a  day  or  two.  I  send  your  Excellency  Inclosed  Copy 
<if  a  letter  I  Rec^d  on  Thursday  morning  by  Express  from  major 
Bakker*  at  Schohaiy,  which  on  Receipt,  I  Communicated  to  Gen- 
ii^ «nl  Btaric;  he  then  Requested  me  to  Order  the  one  half  of  the 
the  one  half  of  the  Company  between  the  City  & 
i's  milb.  Immediately  to  march  to  Sehohary  for  a 
iajm  wUch  I  have  done  &  they  are  marched.  The  time  of 
*  fldlithl  of  my  Brigade  now  in  Service  at  Schohary  &  Cherry 
ej  wSH  Mxfiie  in  about  a  fortnight.  I  Beg  leave  to  Enclose  a 
lAkh  your  Excell'cy  will  see  the  number  of  men  I 
Hrt;  of  those  Ordered  to  Cherry  Valey  only  130  mea 


*Se«  pages  d^4-o3&. 
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&  of  those  Ordered  to  Schohary  140  have  marched.     I  have  given 
Orders  to  the  Officer  at  Schohary,  Similar  to  those  your  ExceFcy 
has  given  to  the  officers  Commanding  the  Guards  on  the  frontier 
South  of  Schohary.    I  have  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  officers 
Commanding  Regiments  in  my  Brigade  on  Monday  next,  when  I 
mean  to  Communicate  to  them  your  ExcelFcys  Requisition  of  the 
24th  Ultimo  &  Endeavour  to  fall  upon  a  Plan  to  gett  the  J  part 
of  my  Brigade  to  turn  out,  for  which  Purpose  I  shall  Issue  my 
Order   Conformable  to   your   Excellency's   Requieltion   to  Co- 
operate with  Lieut.  Col.  Butler  &  be  under  his  Direction  to  carry 
on  Offensive  Operations  against  the  Enemy,  &  Cover  the  Frontier 
Inhabitants.    You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  that  I  will  afford  General 
Stark  &  Lt.  Col.  Butler  every  assistance  in  my  Power  to  facilitate 
the  Intended  operations.     I  forgot  to  mention  that  Alden's  Regi- 
ment is  at  Cherry  Valey  &  that  it  Consists  of  some  thing  better 
then  200  men,  as  I  am  Informed.     A  Commission  appointing  inf* 
Brigadier  General  of  the  militia  of  the  County  of  Albany  daU»d 
the  2oth  day  of  June  1778  &  a  list  of  officers  appointed  in  this 
Brigade  I  have  Received  from  Mr.  Bancker,  D.  Secry.     This  list 
Differs  in  one  Instance  at  least  from  the  Returns  I  transmitted 
your  Exceircy^  namely  in  the  Schacktekoke  Regt.,  of  which  Peter 
Yates  is  appointed  Colonel;    another   Gentleman    was    Recom- 
mended.    I  Remain  with  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
Ills  Ex(;(*ll<n(y  Ci<_K)rge  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  1626.] 
John  E.  Tan  Alert  Submits  a  Letter  to  Governor  Clinton. 
Sir,  I  this  day  came  to  Pougbkeepsie  with  the  Inclosed  Letter* 
but  as  your  Excellency  was  wol  «L\.^o\xv^,^\i^xG.^  b^islnees  would 


•For  v^TToVwVoti  Xft  «xv«^.^^^^* 
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comiDg  down  to  Head  Quarters  I  thought  best  to 
is  to  be  forwarded  bj  an  Express  which  I  am  told 

r  alluded  to  in  the  Inclosed  Letter  might  posslblj 
liave  taken  a  true  Copy  thereof,  which  I  also  in- 

'  Exci'irv  deign  speedilv  to  answer  Mr.  Hobby's 

1  infinitely  oblige  him.     I  am  Sir  Yonr  Excellency's 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

John  E.  Van  Alen. 
1  August  177S. 

?ncy.  Governor  Clinton. 


[Xos.  1627-162S.] 
r  SeUcted  to  Conduct  Tories  to  the  British  Lines. 
Camp  WTiite  Plains  2d  Aug  t  1778. 
Ueut.  Colo.  Burr  is  appointed  by  his  Excellency 
ron  at  my  Request,  to  Conduct  such  Persons  as 
take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  this  State,  pre- 
ite  Act  of  the  Legislature,  within  the  Enemies 
is  purpose  the  Colo,  will  attend  tomorrow  at 
^  lerefore,  to  request  that  some  one  of  your  Board 
^Htiat  Place  &  where  I  expect  you  will  have  made 
^Hreparation  to  carry  this  Business  into  immedi- 
i^B  -  to  give  the  OflBcer  as  little  Trouble  or  Delay 
^H  ^*<.'gg  Leave  to  mention  that  if  a  Board  of  Com- 
I^H    i^d  in  this  County  to  set  contiguous  to  Head 
^^"     >f  public  Advantage  &  afford  great  Ease  to 
\\'asbington  who  as  well  as  myself  is  desir- 
<*f.     I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

'  onspiracieft  at  Po^^YiWee^v^. 
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A  Flagg  is  hereby  given  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Burr  or  such  other 
iPerson  as  he  shall  appoint  to  proceed  to  the  City  of  New  York  or 
such  other  Place  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  as  he   may  think 

proper  with  the  Sloop having  on  board  the  foUow'g  PerBon§ 

Inhabitants  of  this  State  who  affect  to  hold  allegiance  to  king  of 

Great  Britian  vizt. who  are  to  be 

landed  &  left  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  the  Sloop  w'h  the  hands 

mentioned  in  the  margin  to  navigate  her  will  return  with  all  conv't 

Expedition. 

Given  at  North  Castle  in  Westchester  County  this  2d  Aug*t  1778. 


[No.  1629.] 

COLONEL  BURR'S  GUESTS. 

A  List  of  Persms  Who  Refused  to  Take  the  Oa4h  of  AUegiance  to 

the  United  States. 

Poughkeepsie  August  3rd  177S. 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  2nd  Instant  is  come  to 
hand  this  day;  we  are  happy  for  the  attention  you  have  paid  to 
the  removal  of  such  persons  as  refuse  to  take  the  Oath,  in  procor- 
iiig  Colic.  Burr  to  assist  in  the  Execution  thereof,  and  according 
to  your  recjuest  one  of  our  members  Mr.  Wynkoop  attend  him  this 
day  at  the  Fishkill. 

We  perfectly  agree  with  your  Excellency  in  the  expediency  of 
havin*;  a  board  of  Commissioners  formed  Contiguous  to  head 
cpiarters,  we  Shall  immediately  take  the  necessary  measures  if 
possible  to  have  it  EtTected. 

A<rnM»ahle  to  the  Directions  of  the  act  we  Inclose  your  Excel- 
lenry  a  fiirtlic^r  rc»tiirii  of  such  p(»rsous  as  have  refused  to  take  the 
Oath.  Your  Excellency  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  by  the  earliest 
oppertiiuity  to  WgnUy  \o  u^  wAwiWi^x  ^^m  'vovild  Chuse  to  detam 


any  of  them,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  act.  We  would^ 
however,  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  among  those,  who  are 
to  be  sent  down  is  a  certain  Samuel  Frame,  who  we  would  ad- 
vise to  be  detained  for  an  exchange,  we  have  for  that  purpose 
Ordered  him  in  Close  confinement.  We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with   due   respect,   Your   Excellency's  most   Obedient   Humble 

Ser'tfi, 

Zepha'h  Piatt,  Robert  Harpur,  Peter  Cantine,  Jun'r. 

Excellency,  George  Clinton. 


State  of  New  York  Ss, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

IN  PURSUANCE  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  En- 
titled "An  Act  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising 
"from  the  Influance  and  Example  of  persons  of  Equivocal  and  Sus- 
"  pected  Characters  in  this  State  "  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Ex- 
cellency that  James  Smith,  Cornelius  Luyeter  and  John  Terrill 
Esquires,  and  Dirck  Van  Vliet  all  of  Dutchess  County,  Samuel 
Fowler,  Andrew  Graham,  John  Michael  Kern  and  Solomon  El- 
tinge  of  Ulster  County,  and  James  Peters  of  Orange  County,  Hav- 
ing Severally  appeared  before  us,  and  being  Respectively  by  us 
Tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said  act  Contained  did  respectively  re- 
fuse the  same,  and  that  unless  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper 
to  detain  them  for  the  purpose  of  Exchanging  them,  for  any  of  the 
Subjects  of  this  State  in  the  power  of  the  Enemy,  we  Shall  cause 
them  Respectively  to  be  removed  to  Some  place  within  the 
Enemy's  Lines. 

Cor's  C.  Schoonmaker,  Zepha.  Piatt,  Peter  Cantine  Ju'r,  Robt. 
Harpur,  Commissioners. 
PougbkeepBie  Ut  August  1778. 
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State  of  New  York  Ss, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militia, 
and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

IN  PURSUANCE  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  Ed^ 
titled  "  An  Act  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  arising 
''  from  the  Influence  and  Example  of  persons  of  Equivocal  and  Sus- 
**  pected  Characters  in  this  State  "  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Ex- 
cellency that  William  Lupton  and  Samuel  Frame  of  Ulster  County, 
James  Scott,     Theophilus    Nelson   and    Ridgebell    Williams  of 
Dutchess  County,  Having  Severally  appeared  before  ns,  and  being 
Respectively  by  us  Tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said  act  Contained 
did  respectively  refuse  the  Same,  and  that  unless  your  Excellency 
Shall  think  proper  to  detain  them  for  the  purpose  of  Exchanging 
them  for  any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  ^ate  in  the  power  of  tlw* 
Enemy,  we  Shall  cause  them  Respectively  to  be  removed  to  som.- 
place  within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

Cor's  C.  ^^choonmaker,  Zepha.  Piatt,  Peter  Cantine  Ju'r,  R<>br. 
Ilarpur,  Commissioners. 

Poughkeepsie  1st  August  1778. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  refused  to  take  the  Oath  prescTibtnl 
in  a  late  act  of  the  Ix?gi8lature:  James  Ellice,  of  Schenectady. 
Merchant;  Daniel  Campbell,  of  Do,  and  late  one  of  the  Judges  of 
Inf'r  Court;  John  Visger,  of  Do,  and  late  Justice  of  the  Peaiv: 
Peter  Van  Schaack,  of  Kinderhook,  Attorney  at  Law;  John  Thur 
man,  of  Coxsackie,  Merchant;  John  Van  Aelen,  of  Albany,  and 
lat(»  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Henry  Staats,  of  Do,  Merchant;  Gysbert 
d'  Marselis,  of  Do,  and\ale  iV«»«»\..  ^w^^^  ^lVal\  Court. 
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Peter  Van  Schaak,  James  Ellice,  Alexander  White,  James  Dole, 
John  dimming  to  be  detained  for  Exchange.  Peter  Van  Schaak 
to  be  permitted  to  go  in  to  New  York  on  Parole,  taken  to  the 
Gov'r,  to  return  in  three  or  four  weeks,  unless  he  can  have  a  Per- 
son sent  out  in  Exchange.  These  Persons  &  Mr.  Henry  Cuyler  are 
to  be  put  in  Close  Confinement  untill  exchanged. 

Nam€t3  of  Persons  who  have  refused  to  take  the  Oath  prescribed 
Id  a  late  Act  of  the  Legislature:  Richard  Cartwright,  Innholder; 
Peter  Vosburgh,  late  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Lowrence  Goes,  Mer- 
chant; Harmon  Pruyn,  Skipper;  William  Rea,  Merchant;  Barent 
Van  Der  Pool,  Farmer;  Andries  Huyck,  Farmer;  Benjamin  Baker, 
Potash  maker;  Henry  Van  Dyck,  Physician;  Cornelius  Glen,  Mer- 
chant; Henry  Ten  Byck,  late  High  Sheriff;  James  Dole,  Merchant; 
John  Witbeck;  Volckert  Van  Veghten,  Farmer;  Marte  Van  Buren, 
Farmer;  Richard  Minifee,  Innholder;  Gysbert  Fonda,  Merchant; 
John  Stevenson,  Merchant;  Absolom  Woodward,  Merchant;  Dirk 
Gardinier,  Farmer;  Mathew  Goes,  Jun'rj  Farmer;  John  D.  Goes, 
Farmer;  John  Gumming,  Farmer;  Isaac  Mann,  Farmer;  John 
Kortz,  Jun'r,  Cordwainer;  Alexander  White,  late  high  Sheriff  of 

Tryon  County. 

Albany  4th  August  1778. 


[No.  1630.] 
Wa8hin0on  Ftwors  Giving  Butler  an  Independent  Command. 
Camp  at  White  Plains  4th  Aug't  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  29th  Ultimo.     A 
few  Days  after  you  left  Poughkeepsie  I  set  out  for  this  Place  and 
immediately  on  my  arival  at  Camp  I  made  it  my  Businesfi  to  ac- 
quaint his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  with  your  Desire  of  hav- 
ing the  Grass  Hoppers  formerly  annexed  to  your  Detachment 
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forwarded  to  you  &  the  necessity  of  having  your  Men  properly 
supplied  with  Cloathing  for  effecting  both  which  his  Excellencj 
promised  to  give  the  necessary  Orders. 

On  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  I  communicated  the  Contents  to 
the  Genl.  he  assured  me  that  he  places  gr^at  Ccmfldence  in  your 
Zeal  &  Abilities  to  serve  your  Country  in  the  Command  of  Offen- 
sive Opperation  ag't  the  Indians  &  that  if  it  can  be  done  witboot 
giving  just  Cause  of  Offence  to  Officers  of  Supperior  Bank  be 
wishes  you  may  have  the  Command  of  the  Detachments  allotted 
for  that  Service.  His  Excellency  has  lately  rec'd  Dispatches  on 
this  Subject  from  Congress  which  may  change  in  fiome  Measore 
the  Plan  I  proposed  to  pursue  ag't  the  Savages  &  untill  I  am  in- 
formed with  the  Result  I  cannot  write  you  more  fully. 

We  hear  this  Morning  that  the  French  Fleet  have  arrived  at 

Rhode  Island  &  blocked  up  the  Harbour.    From  that  Quarter  we 

ma}'  daily  expect  the  most  Important  News.     In  this  we  have 

none  except  that  Desertions  from  the  Enemy  continues  to  prevail 

&  rather  increases.     Believe  me  with  great  Regard  &  Esteem 

Your  Most  Obed't  Sorv't 

G.C. 
Lieut.  Colo.  Wm.  Butler. 


[No.  1631.] 
Major  Moses  Hatfield  Appointed  Commissary  of  Hides. 

War  Office  Philadelphia  July  21,  1778. 
Sir,  As  the  main  army  is  now  removed  to  your  state,  and  the 
commissary  of  hides,  who  has  hitherto  attended  it,  finds  the  busi- 
ness of  the  dei>artment  on  this  side  the  North  River  sufficient  for 
hifi  employment,  and  as  both  he  and  his  assistants  are  nnwilling 
to  leave  this  district,  we  mw^l  ^%\l  \\i^  I^^^wt  ^1  ^^\l  to  a(>point 
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a i table  person  to  manage  the  business  with  the  main  army 
bin  vour  state.  We  understand  yonr  Ck)nncil  long  since  ap- 
nted  sach  a  commissary  for  the  troops  then  in  the  state.  His 
hority  extended  may  perhaps  answer  for  the  whole.  But  we 
ET  it  entirely  to  yon  to  make  such  appointments  in  the  case 
you  shall  think  best  for  the  public  good.  Mr.  Ewing,  whose 
istanis  are  yet  with  the  main  army,  will  continue  his  care  of 
bides  until  relicTed  by  the  person  you  appoint;  to  whom  also 
will  give  any  information  in  his  power  relatire  to  the  depart- 

Qt. 

fVe  beg  your  pardon  for  giving  you  this  trouble:  but  Mr.  Ewing 

mpatient  to  quit  the  main  army  now  'tis  removed  from  hence; 

1  we  are  ignorant  of  the  most  proper  person  in  your  state  to 

rceed  him.    You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  us  whom  you  appoint 

thifi  service,  &  what  instructions  you  give  him.    He  will  doubt- 

B  be  confirmed  by  Ck)ngress.    We  have  the  honour  to  be  Your 

cellency's  most  obed't  servants, 

By  order  of  ye  board  'Rm:  Pickering, 
vernour  Clinton. 


Camp  at  White  Plains  4th  Aug't  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  requested  by  the  Board  of  War  to  appoint  a  suitable 
rson  for  Commissary  of  Hides  for  the  Grand  Army  on  this 
le  of  the  River  with  Assurances  that  such  Appointment  will  be 
ifirmed  by  Congress;  And  as  I  know  of  no  P^^on  better  qualll- 
1  to  serve  the  Public  in  this  Capacity  whom  I  woud  more  will- 
l\j  serve  than  yourself  I  give  you  the  oflFer  of  this  Berth,  which 
0  I  am  neither  aquainted  with  the  Duty  or  Emolluments  of  it, 
lave  no  Doubt  but  it  is  worth  your  Acceptance.  If  you  accept 
( Appointment  you  will  please  to  repair  to  this  Place  inimedL- 
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ately ;  at  any  Rate  let  me  have  yonr  answer  by  the  Return  of  the 
Express  who  ie  charged  with  the  Delivery  of  this  Letter.  Colo. 
Ewing  the  present  Commissary  will  wait  here  till  you  arive  &  giTe 
you  every  Necessary  Information  respecting  your  Duty.    Yonrs 

Q.C. 

To  Major  Hatfield  at  Goshen. 


State  of  New  York. 

Pursuant  to  a  Letter  from  the  hon'ble  the  Board  of  War,  to  me 
Dated  the  21st  Day  of  July  1778,  requesting  me  to  appoint  a  snit- 
able  Person  as  Commissary  of  Hides  for  the  main  Army  within 
this  State,  I  do  hereby  nominate  &  appoint  Major  Moses  Hatfield, 
of  Goshen,  in  Orange  County  to  that  Office,  who  is  immediatelj 
to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  Governing  himself  there- 
in by  such  Instructions  as  Colo.  Ewing,  the  late  Commissary  of 
Hides,  may  have  received  from  Congress  or  the  Commander  in 
Chief  with  which  Colo.  Ewing  will  furnish  him. 
Given  at  Poughket^psie  the  Eleventh  Day  of  Aug't  1778. 

Geo:  Clinton. 


[No.  1(532.] 

WORK  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

ConvictUmn  atul  Sentences  and  Recommemiations  for  Pardon  to  the 

Oovemor. 

Albany  Aus't  4tli  1778. 

Sir,  On  Saturday  last  the  July  Tprm  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  ended:  I>urtcit 
tlK'  T«Tm  the  followInK  i)('rBons  .were  ronvlcted  and  Sentenced  to  be  executed,  to  w!t: 

John  S'.OKs.  Upon  an  Indictment  for  steallnR  a  Horse  of  George  White,  and  another  of 
Ahnrr  Poas". 

And  also  on  an  Indictment  for  the  Robbery  of  George  White.  HU  Ck)nTlctlon  wat  upot 
full  Kvldeuco. 

lohii  S:(;hK  alKO  Htands  Indlctfd  by  three  several  Bills  for  the  Robbery  of  Henry  Vis 
Uiiihs*  laor,  the  Robbery  of  li-aac  Sheldon  and  Abner  Pease,  and  for  stealing  a  Horse  of 
I>iia<-  Stioldon.    On  these  ho  Is  not  tried. 

Robert  S1u;>m.  Upon  an  Indictment  for  stealing  a  Horse  of  George  White  and  oat  of 
AbntT  Pease; 

On  an  Indictment  for  the  Robbery  ot  Geot^^  "^bWft** 

On  another  for  f»teal\ng  a  Uotrc  ol  Uaac.  ^\\^\^ou\ 
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nf  tnK  fteldon  ft  Abccr  Peue: 
r     »*  n^rpr  Vail  ReuMUcr. 

I 'I- J.  It!  Lli  S«TenI  Pleas  of  cot  gnUty.  and  coRfetd 
1  Cha  g-d  uf-on  tie  abore  ^ev:ral  Indxtm-nts: 
Coamisx'cs  of  %hoi€  Crises  that  be  was  a 
on  at  B«mns's  Heigbtls  ca  tbe  zl^Xh  of  Oc- 
OQcd  he  had  receired.  conceired  he  was  Jiutl- 
the  Prisciple  that  we  vere  Eceoiiea  of  th« 
iistress  us  vhere  he  could. 

for   stea^Iins  a   Hcrse   of   Gecrge   White  acd 
Indictmect  for  the  Rcbberr  of  George  White. 

iC«. 

jutrf^i  ^j  aereral  Icdictaenu  for  the  Robbery  of  Henry 
<u  aad  Ahzf^T  P^ase.  ard  for  s:ea!irg  a  Hcrie  of  Isaac  Sha- 
ri  |r1«d,  I£«  was  aJso  indicted  at  the  last  Court  of  Oyer  and 
ii^ldlr  «C  Ccnlinental  Effects  out  cf  a  corercd  Conticeatal 

uatal  for  Burglary  at  the  Hooae  of  Jabex  Crippea.  She  was 
mefiuicg  ua  year  before  the  Coxciissicners  of  Conspiracy, 
that  St«  was  of  the  party  and  at  the  House  with  tbem. 


M«r— Ufiea  ttf  same  Indlctncect.    The  proof  with  respect  to 

TM  Ik*  pmof  cf  her  Ccnfesaion  before  the  Conunlssioners  last 

rii#  Euiie  4  takes  one  Cheese,  the  proprietor  of  the  Effects 

3t  kaow  ttr  at  the  Time  the  Burglary  was  committed,  yet 

iay.  ^   Leard  her  Tolce,  he  recognised  her  as  one  of  the 


^C  i^are  tc  recommccd  the  following  to  your  Excellency  fcr 


I  Qifti 


X  In  the  Course  of  the  Bridencc  that  he  bebared 
' '  9  were  robbed  than  his  accomplices,  and  pre- 


^4i£f  :i:acies  hare  also  informed  us  that   bis  Te«ti- 

I  CteTKtiz^  others,  whose  Crimes  it  is  said  are  agsraTatcd 
Bi^lrtr  &fid  vanton  Cruelty,  and  one  of  them  at  least  is  in 


UM  Bv^MTT  whereof  she  Is  eonricted  could  only  b 

Ko  floon  or  Locks  were  broken—  and  there  were  only 

tfit^er  Willi  a  Shirt  ft  aome  other  Llnnea  of  trifling  Taluo. 

paa  h&  own  Confiilan,  which  went  no  farther  than 

»  Skt  "lad  not  entered.    3dly  Because  tho*  not  married 

lliaa  moctht  old. 

—n    iUtboogh  so  many  circumstacces  cannot  be  al- 
flrvt  rtftio:-  asaigced  in  farour  of  Ann  Taylor  wO  eqnaly 


■rre  to  your  BxceOeney  both  Ann  ft  Catharine  Tey* 

r  Gooda  acd  Chatties   taken   from   Henry  Van 

B  Bot  L  his  Honse.    So  that  Should  your  EizeeUeBcy  be 

wIia:^;  :^iy  are  cocTlcted,  If  they  should  be  eecTleted  of 

^roteblf^  rtfcelTe  a  punishment  which  will  not  affect  their 

of  Uke  public  satisfy  the  public  Justice  of  the  Country, 

and  prrreiit  their  pursuing  such  rlrlous  practices  in  future. 

le   with   perfect   Es-.^em    &    :*s.et    V  u:    Ex  r:.*3ry's    mist 

Robert  Tates 
Jno.  Sloas  Hcbart 
Ibr  gaecnilMi  on  the  Eighteenth  Instant. 

!  J«&c  S:css  whereon  he  was  eonricted  ft  Sentence 


■I,  that  John  Sloes  Ute  of  the  district  of  Klnder- 
mnr.  en  the  Idth  day  of  May  In  thit  Tsna  tA.  ^not 
of  Rensselaerwyck,  Vn  \:bft  Ca^ucXi  ^  I^CMuki  «CV» 
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with  force  and  arms  In  the  Ck>mmon  highway  therein  ft  upon  George  White  ft  i 
respecUvely  In  the  peace  of  God  ft  of  the  people  of  this  SUto  of  New  York,  then  ft  thm 
being  an  assault  did  make  and  them,  the  laid  George  White  ft  Abner  PeftM,  respeetlTely, 
in  bodily  fear  ft  danger  of  their  LlTes  in  the  Highway  af'd  then  and  there  felonloQsly  Hi 
put  and  one  man's  saddle  of  the  value  of  £3  4  lawful  money  ftca.  one  Bridle  4ca. 
(and  Bills  of  Credit  of  varioua  values,  described  in  the  Indictm't  amoontins  to  a  CoBsld«- 
able  sum  of  money) ;  from  the  person  ft  against  the  will  of  the  s'd  George  White  fai  tkt 
Highway  aforesaid  then  and  there  feloniously  ft  Tlolently  did  Steal  take  ft  carry  svtj 
ag't  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  sUte  ft  their  Dignity. 

The  Jurors  of  the  people  ftc.  present,  that  John  Sloss,  late  of  the  Diatriet  of  Kiadcr* 
hook,  in  the  County  of  Albany.  Labourer,  on  the  15th  day  of  May  Anno  1778,  with  foxtt 
and  arms  at  the  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  aft 
one  Gelding,  of  a  dark  bay  Colour,  of  the  price  of  £60  lawful  money  of  the  Sute  of 
New  York,  of  the  Goods  ft  Chatties  of  George  White,  and  one  Q«ldliMI,  of  a  Sorrtll 
Colour,  of  the  price  of  £15  of  like  lawful  money  aforesaid,  of  the  Goods  ft  Chattels  of 
Abner  Pease,  then  and  there  found.  Tlolently  ft  feloniously,  did  Steal  take  ft  lead  awsy 
again&t  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  State  ft  their  Dignity. 

N.  B.  Robt  Sloss  Arch'd  McCoy  ft  Neil  Taylor  are  also  charged  in  each  of  the  aboTt 
Indictments. 

Of  the  Term  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  SercBty 
Bight. 

Albany  County  Ss.  The  Jurors  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  tat  the  body 
of  the  City  ft  County  of  Albany  upon  their  Oath  present,  that  Archibald  McCoy,  othtr- 
wise  called  John  McCoy,  late  of  the  district  of  Kinderhook,  in  the  County  of  Albany, 
Blacksmith,  Christeen  Taylor,  late  of  the  same  place,  widow,  Ann  Taylor  late  of  tks 
same  place.  Spinster,  Catharine  Taylor,  late  of  the  same  place.  Spinster,  Mary  FalrehI14L 
late  of  the  samo  place.  Spinster,  Mary  McKinsey,  the  wife  of  John  McKlnaey,  late  d  tte 
same  place,  yeoman,  and  John  Hoff,  late  of  Kings  district,  in  the  iftld  County.  Cor4- 
walner,  on  the  Twenty  fourth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  tboonnd  Serts 
hundred  and  Seventy  Seven,  about  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  night  of  the  name  day,  with 
Force  and  arms  at  Kings  district  in  the  said  County  of  Albany,  the  dwelling  Houm  of 
Jabez  Crippcn.  there  situated,  feloniously  and  Burglariously  did  break  and  enter,  tsl 
twelve  Cheeses  each  of  the  value  of  thirty  Shillings  lawful  money  of  the  State  of  Nev 
York,  one  man's  new  Shirt  of  the  value  of  two  pounds  of  like  lawful  money  aforesaid, 
one  Roy's  Shirt  of  the  value  of  Eight  Shillings,  of  like  lawful  money  aforesaid  three  Ua- 
nen  Cloaths.  usually  called  Children's  Clouts,  or  layers  each  of  the  ralue  of  two  6hII- 
lings  &  eight  pence,  like  lawful  money  aforesaid,  two  llnnen  Towels,  each  of  the  valM 
of  four  Shillings  like  lawful  money  afcvesaid  of  the  Goods  ft  Chatties  of  the  aaid  Jtbei 
Cripixn  in  the  same  dwelling  House  being  found,  feloniously  and  Burglariously  then  aid 
there  did  Steal  take  &  carry  away  against  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  State  and  tbdr 
Dignity. 
A  true  Copy. 

John  MoKesson,  Clerk  of  Supreme  Conrt 


[No.  1633.] 
Milford  Smith  Claims  His  }fi8tress  }fanumitted  Him. 
IlonM  Sir,  I  hvij^  leave  to  return  you  my  sincere  thankfi  for  your 
kindness  to  nie  wIkmi  I  was  in  the  family,  and  I  am  heartily  tjorrj 
it  was  not  in  nir  pow(*r  to  wait  upon  you  before  my  leaving  the 
City  with  (h<*  Kin^s  Army.  Your  constant  ^oodnei<8  eiicourapes 
me  to  ask  a  i)artieular  favor  of  you:  I  am  informed  that  my  late 
mi.srre^JS,  Marj^avet  C\\M*  de\V\^  \\v»t  \v^iN\\\^i^  s;,Weti  me  my  Free- 


•Se«  V»^«,«i*  ^^^-^A\. 
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dom,  and  as  too,  kind  Sir,  are  well  acquainted  with  the  whole 

matter.  I  bamblr  request  you  will  get  the  instrument  of  writing, 

by  which  she  freed  me,  recorded  in  the  proper  oflSce  in  Pennsyl- 

Tania,  as  a  perpetual  fiecurity'to  me  in  case  she  should  claim  me. 

The  instrument  mentioned  is  inclosed,  to  be  forwarded  by  a  friend 

of  mine  now  in  this  City.    Hon'd  Sir,  I  sincerely  pray  for  your 

health  and  happiness  and  am.  Tour  Humble  Servant 

Signed  Milford  Smith. 

Kew  Yoi|k  5th  August  177S. 

N.  B.  The  paper  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anthony  Benezet,  which 
yon  will  please  to  speak  to  him  to  hare  recorded  ais  soon  as  he  can, 
without  acquainting  Mrs.  Child  of  it. 

directed  to  Robert  8.  Jones,  Esqr. 

[Copy] 


[No.  1631.] 

FrivQie  Seer^iary  Benson  Directs  that  Mr.  Bayard  and  His  Family 
Be  AUawed  to  Proceed  to  Xew  York. 

Camp  White  Plains  Aug't  5h  1778. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  directed  by  his  ExcelKcy  the  Gov'r  to  inform 
yon  that  it  is  his  wish  that  Mr.  Bayard  &  family  should  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  New  York  in  one  of  the  ve^ek  under  your 
direction  agreable  to  the  Permission  heretofore  granted  them;  & 
he  therefore  requests  that  you'l  notify  him  of  th.'  next  Sloop  which 
yov  may  send  down  w*th  other  Persons,  as  he  probably  will  not 
Jj»  ftble  to  get  ready  to  proceed  w'th  this  in  which  Mr.  Smith  is 
dug.    His  Excellency  de^ireis  that  the  Sloop  now  going  may  be 

patched  aa  soon  as  poifsible.    I  am  &c.* 

R  B.  [Rojbert  Benson.] 
I  Geotlemen  Commiss*ro  &c. 


► 
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[No.  1635.] 
Association  of  Ea>empts  of  Kingston  and  Hurleyy  Ulster  C(m^. 

A  Return  of  the  Voluntary  associated  company  of  Militia  in  the 
Townships  of  Kingston  and  Hurley  in  Ulster  County,  whereof 
Andries  De  Witt  junior  ifi  Captain. 

Andriee  DeWitt,  jun'r,  Capt.,  Oke  Sudam,  first  Lieut.,  Henry 
J.  Sleght,  Second  Lieut,  Eliafi  Haasbrook,  Ensign; 

Ephraim  Low,  Henry  Jansen,  Benjamin  Ten  Broeck,  Coenndt 
C.  Elmendorp,  Sergts; 

Samuel  Swart,  Benjamin  Myer,  Nich'e  V.  Der  Lyne,  Abrahio 
Turk,  Corporals; 

Privates:  Moees  Cantine,  Peter  Van  Gaaebeek,  Joluumes  Sny- 
der jun>,  Peter  Roggen,  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  Peter  J.  Elmendorp. 
Henry  Myer,  Jury  W.  Rightmyer,  Cornelius  J.  Elmendorp,  Chrii- 
tian  Fero,  Evert  Wynkoop  jun'r,  John  Dumont,  Thomas  V.  Oaai- 
beek,  John  Newkerk,  Jamefi  Beekman,  Joshua  Dubois,  Jacobo* 
LefFerts,  Abraham  BrinkerholBf,  Nicholas  Kiereted,  Matthew  Ten 
Eyck,  Jacobus  Hardenbergh,  Anthony  Boron,  Abraham  A.  HaM- 
brook,  Petrus  Dumont,  William  Cafor,  Henry  Constable,  Comelin* 

Dubois. 

Andries  D'Witt  Jan.  Capt. 

Kingston  August  6th  1778. 


[No.  1636.] 

Govcrtior    CUuton     Dirlinry    to    Raise    the    Flour    Embargo   on 
MassachusrttM  niui  dirvs  Good  Ri^asons, 

Camp  at  Wliite  Plains  6th  Aug't  177S. 

Sir,   Two  Davfi  eiuce  I  was  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  yoor 

r  of  the  16(h  Ultimo.     It  is  with  real  Concern  I  learn  tbit 

>tant«  of  your  State  are  apprehensive  of  sufPeriDg  bj  the 
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Want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  Flour  &  Grain  for  their  Consump- 
tion. And  what  greatly  adds  to  my  anxiety  is  the  little  prospect 
I  have  at  present  of  being  able  to  afford  them  the  Relief  eollicited 
for  without  distressing  the  Grand  Army  now  in  this  State.  Imme- 
diately on  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  I  communicated  the  Con- 
tents to  the  Commissary  Genl.  of  Purchases  with  a  View  of  con- 
vening the  Legislature  &  of  recommending  it  to  them  in  the  most 
pressing  Terms  to  repeal  the  Embargo  Law  so  far  as  it  respected 
the  Exportation  of  Flour  and  Grain  to  the  Neighbouring  States 
if  it  might  be  done  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  public  Service. 
But  he  assures  me  that  the  necessary  Supplies  of  Flour  &  Grain 
for  the  Army  depends  on  a  Continuation  of  our  Embargo  and 
that  even  an  unfaithful  Execution  of  it  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  fatal  Consequences.  This  being  the  Case,  Sir,  notwith- 
standing our  ardent  Desire  of  accomodating  a  Sister  State  with 
whom  we  wish  to  cultivate  the  most  .Friendly  Intercourse  by  the 
€:?[change  of  good  Offices,  we  must  in  the  present  Instance,  submit 
for  a  Time  to  the  lesser  to  avoid  the  greater  Evil.  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  tho  your  State  fails  in  producing  a  .sufficient  Quan- 
tity of  Grain  for  the  Support  of  its  Inhabitants  throughout  the 
year,  yet  the  coming  in  of  their  Harvest  will  afford  them  such  a 
present  Supply  as  to  prevent  Immediate  Distress  by  the  Want  of 
that  Essential  Article  &  that  before  such  an  unhappy  Event  can 
take  Place  the  Situation  of  our  affairs  will  be  Such  as  to  warrant 
the  Repeal  of  our  Embargo  &  thereby  enable  your  People  to  draw 
the  necessary  Supplies  from  this  State. 

It  does  not  require  much  Speculation  to  discover  that  an  Inland 
Embargo  on  the  Staple  Commodity  of  a  State  excluded  from  all 
Foreign  Trade  is  highly  Injurious  to  the  Interest  of  its  Inhabit- 
ants.   In  this  Point  of  View  we  consider  the  present  Law  &  sub- 
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mit  to  it  as  a  sacrafise  of  Interest  to  the  Common  Caiuse.   It  ii 

needlesfi,  therefore,  to  add  assurances  that  afi  eoon  as  the  public 

Exigencies  of  the  United  States  may  admit  of  it  the  Law  will  be 

repealed  &  a  free  Commutation  of  the  different  Necessaries  of 

Life  opened  on  our  Part  with  our  Neighbours.    I  am  Sir  with  very 

great  Respect  &  Regard  Your  Moet  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

To  the  hon'ble  Jeremiah  Powel,  Esqr.  Presid't  of  the  Conncil 
Boston. 


[No.  1637.] 
In  Relation  to  a  New  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Albany  August  6th  1778. 

Sir,  As  it  is  necessary  that  the  precept  to  the  Sherif  for  sum- 
moning a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  should  be  under  the  Hand 
and  Seal  of  at  least  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Quorum,  I 
have  delivered  a  draft  of  a  Precept  for  the  next  Court,  to  be  bi^ld 
by  virtue  of  such  Commission  in  this  County,  to  Mr.  Justice 
Yates,  who  on  sight  of  the  Commission  will  sign,  seal  and  for- 
ward the  precept  with  the  Commission.  Whenever,  therefore,  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  issue  the  Commission,  your  Excellen'^j 
will  please  to  order  it  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Justice  Yates  at  Claver- 
ack. 

Robert  Sloss  and  John  Sloss  two  of  the  prisoners  now  under 
Sentence  for  Execution  are  both  charged  as  principals  in  an  In- 
dictment found  at  the  last  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  in  this 
County  for  the  Robbery  of  Arent  Van  Schaack,  of  Coxsackie,  for 
which  offenee  th(»y  have  not  been  tried.  This  is  no  otherways 
material  than  that  the  judges  intended  your  Excellency  should 
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have  a  full  state  of  the  several  Charges  against  the  prisoners,  and 

If  I  mistake  not.  this  Indictment  was  omitted  to  be  mentioned  in 

the  Representation  sent  to  you  bv  their  Honors. 

With  most  respectful  Compliments  to  your  good  Lady  &  Mrs. 

Tappen  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

John  McKesson. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1638.] 

Janet  Clemming  of  Afbanif  in  Queti  of  Military  Information, 
Camp  Middle  fort  Schohary  Aug't  8th  1778. 

The  DejK)sition  of  Searjt.  Richards,  4th  Pensylvenia  Regiment 

— on  the  2d  day  of  this  Month,  he  Rec'd  his  pay  of  the  Regiment, 

he  went  to  Albany.to  the  house  of  Jennet  Clemming;  that  he  went 

into  her  Store  to  Buy  some  Articles;  She  asked  him  where  he 

came  from;  he  told  her  from  the  White  Plains;  She  asked  him 

where  the  Troops  were  going;  he  told  her  against  Butler;  She 

asked  him  when  they  were  to  march;  he  said  he  could  not  tell; 

she  said  she  would  give  any  thing  to  know,  for  that  she  had  a 

great  many  friends  and  Acquaintance,  with  Butler,  &  wanted  to 

send  them  word ;  he  told  her  that  he  could  not  tell  nothing  about 

the  Time  tbey  would  march,  untill  orders  was  given;  she  asked 

him  to  let  her  know  when  orders  was  given ;  he  Told  her  he  would, 

but  never  went  near  her  afterwards. 

James  Richards. 

8wom  and  Subscribed  before  me  this  Eighth  day  of  August  1778. 
True  Copy  Examined  by* 

•  IndMiphenble. 
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[No.  1639.] 

DEATH  OF  SERVICE  AND  SMITH,. THE  TORIES. 

Damagmg  Letters  Addressed  to  Walter  Butler  and  Brant  Found  in 

Their  Possession. 

Dear  Sir,  Six  deserters  of  McLean's  Regiment  arrived  here  lasit 
Friday  from  the  Isle.aux  Noix;  bv  their  deposition  which  v<m 
have  Inclosed,  you'll  perceive  they  have  given  Some  useful  In- 
telligence Relative  to  the  Infriaction  of  the  Ck)nvention  of  Sara- 
toga. I  thought  it  adviseable  to  Transmit  the  same  Immediately, 
that  your  Excellency  might  have  an  oppertunity  of  having  them 
farther  Interrogated  Should  you  deem  it  necessary,  as  they  pro- 
pose Setting  off  for  head-Quarters  to  morrow  morning. 

One  Thompson  with  three  other  Tories  were  taken  by  a  party 
of  Riffle  men  back  of  Schoharie  &  a  Certain,  Service,*  a  noted 
and  Zealous  defender  of  his  King's  bad  Cause  was  killed.  Two 
letters  were  found  with  those  fellows;  a  Copy  of  one  directed  to 
Joseph  Brandt,  I  Inclose,  the  other  to  Butler  of  the  Same  pur- 
port. A  Party  of  Pennsylvanians  and  Rifle  men  were  dispatihd 
in  Search  of  Smith  and  his  party;  they  were  met  near  Schoharie 
Creek,  when  Capt.  Long  of  the  Riffle  men  fired  at  and  shot  Smith 
through  the  head.  General  Stark  received  his  Scalp  last  night. 
One  prisoner  was  taken;  the  rest  of  the  party  twenty  four  in  nom- 
ber,  Escaped,  owing  to  Schoharie  Creek  being  between  them  and 
our  men.  The  noted  and  daring  Robber,  Neal  Taylor,  is  now 
Confind  in  the  Gaol  of  this  City;  he  has  a  Suit  of  Cloaths  on 
taken  among  many  other  Articles  not  two  Weeks  ago  from  a 
farmer  about  Six  miles  from  this  City.  Mrs.  Tayler  Joins  in  best 
respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  &  Would  be  Exceeding  happy  to  see  Mrs. 

*ThlB  miliUry  operation  was  planned  and  executed  by  Colonel  WUllam  BiiU«r.   Bm 
pages  630-632. 
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m  With  Due  Esteem  D'r  Sir  Your  Most 

John  TaTler. 


Harpers  Feild  July  27th  1778. 

.  Minpliments  I  take  this  Oppertunitr  to  Inform  you 

:i  as  Deligent  as  I  Can  Posible.  in  getting  of  men  But 

huing  at  Hand  the  men  Could  not  Leave  here  untill  they 

l:ui  there  Grain  Cut,  But  EInow  as  most  of  them  is  got  there 

Min  in  and  Taken  Care  of,  I  Expect  many  to  Cum  with  me,  but 

There  is  one  thing  that  Hinders,  they  are  a  Fraid  that  the  Rebels 

will  Buen  them  Before  we  Cum  to  there  assistance  and  tha  are 

afrade  to  Leave  home.    But  I  Give  them  the  Gratest  Incourage- 

mint  as  I  Think  It  my  Duty  so  to  Do  But  them  men  that  Cum 

FrcHn  Younedille  [Unadilla]  has  Discouraged  the  People,  and 

said  we  Sufferd  for  want  of  Provisions  and  that  the  Indians  Took 

ftwfty  the  Plunder,  and  for  that  reason  Hindered  many  From 

Cnning  to  Join  us,  &  I  Told  as  it  was  my  Duty  that  it  was  Fals, 

I  my  Duty,  and  no  Truth  in  it.  But  that  we  had  the  Best  of 

ftnd  Grate  Plenty  of  Provisions,  and  what  we  wanted  was 

that  the  Frends  for  Goverment  would  Cum  and  Show  themselves 

aid  tha  might  not  suffer  with  the  Rebels.     I  was  a  Coming  to 

aeeyoQ,  But  met  Archibald  Thompson  and  Returnd  Back  to  bring 

avt  mj  men  &  Join  as  Soon  as  Posible  &  Bring  them  from  Bos- 

tiek,  firom  the  Beavt-r  Dam.  from  Healborake  and  them  Parts, 

Bat  I  am  Obliged  to  Say  more  than  the  Truth  to  lucourage  them 

te  Com  out.     I  Shall  make  you  understand  they  Exp^.ct  you  to 

Miharie/  and  make  all   the  Pr(^i>eratious  they  Can,  but  the 
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..  .>«uu,  and  but  Few  men  to  be  had  for  tha 

.     iif  y  Expecting  the  Shipping  up  the  river 

:uj^    I  understand  hare  give  them  a  Sad 

.•1  ii>  Albany  for  more  men  or  tha  must  Sciod 

...  ^<.tr  you  Soon  &  hope  I  Shall  march  in  Front 

.  lud  Some  of  my  men  Panted  So  Please  to  jjiv- 

..kiu.     Sir,  I  am  Y'r  H  SiT't 

Charles  Smith. 
[Walter  N  ButlcT.] 


-    I  I'umming  for  Orders,  But  met  with  Archibald 

..i  !iiidiii;?  the  time  Short  I  have  made  Bold  to  write 

.  .K-*i  «if  Gdvermcnt  in  your  name.     I  Beg  you  will  not 

..  1.  wnh  me  for  it.     1  have  Sent  you  a  Little  Tobacco  by 

......     I  Shuld  be  glad  to  receive  a  Letter  from  yoa  as  I 

•V  Left  at  Mr.  Survises  with  Orders  what  to  Do.    I  am 

it.**;»Ie  Ser't 

Charles  Smith. 

u.  U»M'ph  Brant. 

I  i^tjii^  with  Care  and  Speed. 


[No.  lf>40.] 
*jiumiHttan/  Currk  ^uggcHts  RrciprovUy  with  McLSsachmetti. 

FishkillH  Aug't  9th  177S. 
^1,  In  lh«*  Month  of  July  last  I  wa.s  a<lvaiired  by  the  Tna- 
^\t  of  this  State  I.IOOO  in  ordtM-  to  purchase  Articles  not  Pro- 
by  the  Commissary  (leneral,  in  order  to  Supply  the  five 
iid  under  the  direction  of  this  State. 

"^lorm  y'r  Excell^incy  that  the  Said  foOOO  ia  laid 
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ctit  on  Rum,  Sugar,  Coffee  &  Chocolate  at  Boston,  Part  of  which 
is  arrived  at  Fish*  Kill  Landing,  &  the  remaining  Part  Soon  Ex- 
pected; finding  it  Imposible  to  procure  Teams  at  Boston  to  for- 
ward the  Stores  without  promising  to  Load  them  back  with  flour, 
I  was  oblidged  to  Engage  to  Load  them  or  otherwise  Pay  them 
28.  6d.  Lfl.  mony  p  mile  from  Fish  Kills  to  Boston  which  is  up- 
wards of  200  Miles. 

My  request,  therefore,  is  that  y'r  Excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  Grant  Permission  for  ninety  Barrels  of  flour  to  be  Exported 
from  here  to  Boston  in  order  to  Load  the  Teams  Back  which 
will  Safe  the  State  near  One  Thousand  Dollars  the  number  of 
Teams  Employd  for  the  State  will  be  Nine  which  if  not  Loaded 
back  will  amount  to  25  Lf.  M'y  each.    Remain  Y'r  Excellency's 

Mo.  Obd.  Serv't 

David  Currie. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1641.] 

OoUmd  Peter  Van  Nes8  Recammmds  Captain  StnUh  Commanding 
a  Company  of  Rangon. 

Claverack  August  10th  1778. 
Sir,  Capt'n  John  Smith,  Bearer  hereof  will  make  Returns  to 
your  Excellencey  of  the  Company  of  Rangers  under  hisCommand, 
which  Consist  of  about  20  men  which  will  Appear  by  the  Inlist- 
ment  he  will  shew  to  your  Excellencey;  he  Informs  me  that  If  wee 
will  allow  £10  as  a  farther  Bounty  to  be  paid  to  Each  abel  Bodied 
men  to  Be  Raised  as  well  as  to  those  already  Raised,  he  Can 
Boon  Raise  an  additional  Number  of  10  men  more  which  if  your 
Excellencey  Should  Approve  of  wee  will  endeavor  to  accomplish. 
Oapt'n  Smith  ^ill  Inform  your  Excellencey  of  what  Service  he  has 
performed  Since  Enterd;  your  Excellence^  wW\  sX^oX^'^^^^ftfe^^a 
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->     -  George  Clinton. 

-I   Directions   In  what  manner  his 

J  provisions.     I  am.  Sir.  with  lii|:h 

-   !n»st  Obedient  &  Most  llumV  Svixiiur 

Peter  Van  Nts? 
:iiron,  Espr. 
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[No.  1642.] 

tjj  for  the  Payment  of  Clamorous  Clainm. 

\yhite  riains  10th  August  177>. 

..  Kx^t^ry,  Thert*  is  several  sums  due  th^*  ?♦••• 

.1  ami  its  virinity,  for  Beef  pun-liajs^-d  in  n.r': 

!.    I'ublie;  am  inff)riiir(l  that  some  of  the  a«r'is 

IV I  il  to  the  Commissary  Genl.,  who  inforni»il  li- 

.uiu  before  Mr.  Tappen  (who  was  Conimis>\  of 

^. ..    ;u  his  Returns.     As  the  peoph*  have  hiid  h»n^  nut 

.    \,  and  are  very  clamorous,  I  beg  that  yuur  Exi-el- 

■.I  Mr.  Tappen  to  have  the  medfull  forwarded,  with- 

.:ii.-.  if  not  allready  dour;  as  I  would  pladly  have  that 

-iiUd    to   prevent   clamorous   applications   to   me  in 

.1111    with    the   utmost    Esteem    Your   ExcclTys  nio<t 

i'liii'c  Serv't 

Robt.  Boyd,  Jun'r. 
\.  Cfov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  Kit::.] 
,.    ,  .  '  linhn  Regrets  that  General  d'at^s  lias  Xot  Moved  A^viiust 
the  Indians. 

I'MiiLiliU^'i  |i-i..  mtli  Aii^'i  177^. 
I   W.I?'  IinimiJ-il  with  fh'-  K'  'i-ijii  nf  your  I.eti#-r  nf  th*  -l^t 
^hiius  wht-r*'  [  had  b»-'ii  for  sum*'  I  Mys  tm  a  vi>;t 
md  did  lun  Miurii  Irnm  ih*  nre  till  Saiunhty 
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Night.  I  was  vesterdar  about  preparing  an  answer  to  your  Letter 
in  which  I  meant  to  request  your  attend  '  at  Congress  when  GenL 
Schuyler  arrived  &  gave  me  the  Disagreeable  acc't  of  your  ill  State 
of  Health  which  prevents  my  saying  a  word  on  that  Subject. 

I  had  little  Reason  to  expect  from  the  vague  &  general  Charge 
exhibited  ag't  Genl.  Schuyler  that  he  will  speedily  be  favored 
with  a  Trial  if  he  shoud  not,  he  means  to  proceed  to  Congress  & 
will  of  Course  relieve  Mr.  Duer  who  expresses  great  Desire  for  an 
Opportunity  of  paying  some  attention  to  his  private  affairs. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Opperations  which  was  intended 
by  Congress  ag't  the  Indians  have  hitherto  been  so  utterly  ne- 
glected by  the  command*g  OflScer  of  the  Northern  Department, 
especially  as  the  Season  is  now  too  far  advanced  to  prosecute  an 
Expedition  ag-'t  them  of  any  considerable  Consequence  with  Prob- 
ability of  Success.  When  on  the  Recovery  of  your  Health  which 
ardently  wish  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  I  will  explain 
the  Reasons  which  in  my  Oppinion  influenced  Genl.  Gates*s  Con- 
duct. Believe  me  they  were  not  those  mentioned  in  your  Letter. 
Till  then  I  must  also  defer  answering  that  Part  of  your  Letter 
which  Treats  of  the  Managem*t  of  Indians  Affairs.  I  am  D>  Sir 
with  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Duane  Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't 

Q.C. 
J.  Duane,  Efiqr. 


[No.  1644.] 

or  Clinton  Notifies  Timothy  Pickering  of  the  Appointmmi  of 
Major  Hatfield  Commiuary  of  Hides. 

Ponghkeepsie  11th  Aug't  1778. 

Sir,  Agreable  to  your  Letter  of  the  21st  of  July  last  I  have  ap- 

fofaited  Major  Moses  Hatfield  Commissary  of  BUdea  for  the  M&\!^ 
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Army  within  the  State.  Being  utterly  unaquainted  with  the  Na- 
ture &  Duties  of  this  Office  I  have  not  ventured  to  give  him  any 
Instructions  other  than  those  contained  in  his  Appointment  a 
Copy  of  which  is  inclosed.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great 

Respect  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

The  Hon'ble  Timothy  Pickering,  Esqr.  President  of  the  Board  of 

War. 


[No.  1645.] 

NEW  YORK  AND  VERMONT. 

Chovoe^'^  the  Inhabitants  in  Several  of  the  Towns  and  Reported  bij 

Committees. 

Copies  of  Returns  made  by  Committees  of  sundry  Towns  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland  of  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  their 
Towns,  &  an  Account  of  their  Principles  so  far  as  respects  a  sep- 
eration  from  New  York. 
Those  in  Hinsdale  that  are  for  the  State  of  New  York  11th 

August  1778  are  in  number  39 

For  the  State  of  Vermont  1 

Neuters  2 


Total  42 

The  Town  of  Guilford  did  not  make  a  Return — but  they 
reckon  5^  Voters  for  New  York — not  so  many  for  Vermont 
&  a  number  of  neuters. 

In  Halifax— For  New  York  Aug't  11th  1778  63 

For  Vermont  36 

Neuters  20 

Total  119 
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The  Namber  of  Voters  in  Brattleboroagh  who  dissent 

from  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  Aog't  11th  1778  165 

Xnmber  who  are  for  Vermont  1 


Total  166 

The  Town  of  Marlborough  sent  a  BepresentatiTe  to  je 
first  Session  of  Assembly  for  Vermont,  but  hare  lately  as  a 
Town  Voted  not  to  intermeddle  further  in  the  Dispute  until 
Congress  shall  declare  their  Sense  upon  the  matter. 
In  Wilmington  (or  Draper)  for  New  York  Aug't  7th  1778  12 

For  Vermont  15 

Neuters  8 


Total  35 

From  Fulham  no  return  is  vet  made  But  upon  a  Division  of  the 
Town  ve  major  part  were  ag't  Vermont  ye  chief  of  which  are  also 
against  New  York. 

From  New  Fane  No  Betum  made,  but  ye  Inhabitants  b^ng 
about  equally  divided  have  come  to  some  agreement  of  Neutrality. 

The  Account  &  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Put- 
ney from  the  Age  of  16  &  upward  taken  the  10th  of  August  1778 
as  foUoweth 
Men  of  Age  that  signed  to  continue  under  the  State  of  New 

York  in  Number  69 

The  account  of  those  of  the  Inhabitants  that  have  signed 

&  sworn  to  the  State  of  Vermont  is  26 

The  Beni&ining  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Age,  &  under 

Age,  are  41 

Total  136 
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Taken  by  us  the  Subscribers  as  Gommittee  Men  for  ye  nid 

Town  of  Putney. 

James  Clay 

Samuel  Minott. 

Westminster  sent  no  Return — ^is  about  equally   divided— th^ 
Number  of  Voters  for  New  York  about  40. 
Rockingham  Committee  did  not  come  or  send. 
In  Springfield — For  New  York  21 

For  Vermont  19 

Neuters  4 

In  Weathersfield— For  N.  York  11 

For  Vermont  12 


Total  23 

No  Towns  higher  up  the  River  have  chosen  Committees  for  the 
Purpose  of  opposing  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont. 


[No.  1646.] 
Association  of  Exempts  at  Claverack. 
We,  the  subscribers  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  years,  who 

have  held  civil  or  millitary  Commissions  And  have  Not  ben  re- 
appointed to  our  respective  Ranks  of  Office,  or  being  between  the 
ages  of  Fifty  &  fifty  five  Years,  Do  hereby,  severally  Engage 
That  we  will  respectively  on  All  occations  Obey  the  orders  of  cor 
respective  Coininandinp  oflirers,  and  will  in  Cases  of  Invasion  or 
incurtions  of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrections,  March  to  repell  the 
enemy  or  suj>press  Such  Insurrections  in  the  Ifke  Manner  as  the 
enroled  Malitia  are  Compeled  to  do,  So  as  we  shall  not,  when 
Calld  out  in  Detachments  be  anexed  to  any  other  Regt.  Or  Com- 
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panv  or  be  under  the  immediate  Command  of  any  other  than  our 
own  Officers.  Witness  our  hands  the  dav  &  vear  anexed  to  our 
Respective  Names. 

James  Saxton,  Jedediah  Darrow,  Ashbell  Goff,  Roger  Kinney, 
Benjamin  Chittenden,  Jno.  Deyenport,  Joel  Pratt,  Nehemiah 
Spencer,  Nath*l  Kinne,  Samll.  Foot,  John  Stedman,  Ithamer 
Spencer,  Eli  Renolds,  Wm.  Powers  Surgeon,  Elias  Delong,  Elijah 
Smith  Not  fifty  but  is  near  Sighted  &  not  enrolled  in  Militia; 
Thomas  Brown,  Solomon  Hutchinson,  Isaac  Clark,  Richard  Hold- 
ride,  Jno.  Dean,  Jno.  Chittenden,  Samll.  Andruss,  Epraim  Wid- 
beck,  Jeremiah  Chapman,  James  Spencer,  Ambrus  Vinson, 
Jonathan  Dudley,  Samll.  Dean,  Edward  Cadman,  Mathew  Scott. 


We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  As- 
sociated Exempts  enroled  On  the  other  part  of  this  sheet  of 
paper  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  Honorable  the  Council  of 
Appointment 

Roger  Kinne,  to  be  Captain;  Benj*m  Chittenden  to  be  first 
Lieutenant;  Nehemiah  Spencer  to  be  second  Lieutenant;  and 
S^mll.  Dean  to  be  Ensign  of  the  said  Company.  Witness  our 
hands  this  12  day  of  August  A.  D.  1778. 

Edward  Cadman,  Mathew  Scott,' James  Saxton,  Jedediah  Dar- 
row, Jonathan  Devenport,  Samll.  Foot,  John  Stedman,  Joel 
Pratt,  Nathaniel  Kinne,  Ithemer  Spencer,  Eli  Benolds,  Thomas 
Brown,  Solomon  Hutchenson,  Isaac  Clark,  Richard  Holdridge, 
Jno.  Dean,  Jno.  Chittenden,  Samll.  Andruss,  Epraim  Woodbeck, 
Jedediah  Chapman,  Ambros  Vinson,  Jno.  Dudly,  Wm.  Powers 
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iEmuue  Clint*:  : 


Taken  bj  us  the  Sni 
Town  of  Putnev. 


Westininstt^r  ^ii-iir 
Number  of  Voiiis  fn- 
Rockinghaiu  tWin-"- 
In  ►SpringUelcl—  »•• 
I.    • 


.47.] 

'•  J  Dftachnuni4  trz'   r  <..     , 
/•rv*'  Country. 

•:ir3L-rLTal  Orders  A:.-  -  :^-  i    - 

■'.njULinl  the  iK-rai-hn.-z-    .    j 

.:■  -  :flUTious  ihat  tb-  v^-.  i—- 

•»•  "JLr:  Cjr(rnni8tani;»-»  -f  -.:-  t- 

-  ^-.Th  sueh  pref-aiiTi..-  ^    i. 

-i^.T  Mph  pay  pariiculiir  i.----. 


in  NVeatbt-rsit". 


Purpose  i.1  iiiiiii«*^ 


\^^ 


^    ^a 


'•.Dai;»nck  and  Down  the  Rlr^^  r-..iF:j^ 

•  lujuihs  live;  you  will  apjir^rh-L:  •     -  - 

^avM  akrfl  an  active  parr  aga:n<:  "i-  "-_   -: 

-iiw'ailj  chose  who  have  commiTT-f-:  ■  -- 

sit-rn  ^i^nriers,  and  treat  tht-m  as  Ei-_  -*. 

.  -uM  'iis^rresging  the  Women  and  <;'L::.;:-i  ': 

,  I  titrt  M'  !ucnuu«  of  siibsistance;  you  will  K-e-  -x :- 

»  :jir'    mr  friends  (if  any  there  be.  an-i  r^iir 
iii«»  .irn   JOT  Friends  &  who  our  Enemfe>:  joi 
^y.    '.oun   Xl'isla^fa.  Stephen   Middagh.   Hmdr:  k 
V   Nditiun  P^irk*.  and  all  others  who  have  latrij 
v^.  .'-:^   u    "IjixTrwark.  or  any  oih^r  parr  ••/  rhr 
.  .i    ■  :>-*u-»^s     Orjr  Friends  you  will  jjiv.-  all  iLr 
•a    :i    *i'*'iJi'rz  7tt-n:  nf  wiih  their  Eflferts.  if  :h'V 
^  ^.i   \'''   UL^e  Mr.  Huyker  &  Avery  with  yuu  as 
'f    iL»uf    -;  i'Tt   ^o■J  iK'tter  information  !<•  •!!> 
i.*>wuii>f  X  PT»«--:es  than  I  Tan.     (leorjre  Harn 
4ni£  Vvr^:  down  and  all  others  by  whom 
MifTSSLZi<  our  Friends,  bein;:  fouml 
John  Cantine,  Colo. 
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[No.  1648.] 

,nton    Willing    to    Exchange    TorU^    for    Captured 
Americans. 

PoDjrhkeepsie  12th  Aug't  1778. 
•  11111,  In  Order  to  obtain  the  Releasment  of  several  of  our 
•  inds  now  in  the  Provost  in  New  York,  I  have  determined  to 
i»'tain  and  confine  of  the  Persons  who  have  appeared  before  yoo 
iiid  refused  to  tak^  the  Test  Oath  for  the  purpose  of  Exehanfje 
be  following  vizt:  James  Ellis,  Alexander  White,  James  Dole  & 
Fuhn  Cumniing,  and  you  will  forthwith  order  them  into  close 
I'ustody  accordingly.     I  shall  also  endeavor  to  have  Mr.  Henry 
I'uyler  exchanged  for  some  Freind  now  in  the  Power  of  the 
Enemy:  you  will,  therefore,  notwithstanding  any  Directions  to 
rou  respecting  him  in  the  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  at  this 
Place  of  yesterday  immediately  have  him  closely  confined.    Mr. 
Peter  Van  Schaack  is  also  intended  for  Exchange  &  will  be  i^er- 
mitted  to  go  to  New  York  on  his  Parole  to  sollicit  it  to  return  in 
a  limitted  Time  if  he  cannot  procure  it.     You  may  mention  this 
to  the  other  Persons  intended  for  Exchange,  that  they  may  write 
to  their  Freinds  in  New  York  to  interest  themselves  in  their  Be- 
half, as  it  is  probable  they  will  continue  in  rigorous  Confinement 
til  their  Exchange  is  effected.    1  am  your  Most  Obed't  Sen't 

G.  Clinton. 
The   Gent.    Commiss'rs    for   detect'g    &    defeat'g    Conspiracies, 
Albany. 


[No.  1649.] 
Auootaliofi  of  Exempts  in  Kings  District.  Albany  County. 
We,  the  subscribers,  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  years, 
Who  have  held  Civil  or  Military  Commissions  and  have  Not  ben 
Boqpoiiited  to  our  Respective  ranks  of  office,  Or  bein^  bevv^^s^^ 
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he^l-'jE  Clinton. 


Colonel  Caniine^a  Instruct' 

Inh> 


The  OfBcera  thai  jm. 
Papac-onck,  will  Ik*  i'.;: 
sc^lves  as  Clo8<*Iy  <mi' 
lion  will  adnih  ct' 
vent  surprise,  nn  ! 
these  folkiwiiiv  '" 

You  will  pi«- 
as  far  as  wli-  • 
upon  sai«l  L* 
Stati'S  nf  A: 
ti«*s  as;. I  i 


.    ^  irreby  severally  en^'a^'-  -j" 

.  ..as  obey  the  orders  of  «»ur  > 

..111  will  in  Case  of  Invasioii    : 

resurrection,   March   to   n-j-t.-;!  ■:. 

... •^'•■'ion  In  till*  like  inauiifi'  a>   L- 

•  i  -  >  do,  so  as  we  shall  nt>i  i^L*-: 

c'  innexed  to  any  Other  K^-firaf-n:  •: 

iai»f«iiate  Command  of  anv  other  thai 


9   '-Itb.  Day  of  August  in  the  year  177>, 

dL!OH>n.   Simeon    Doty,    Rodrick   Btrt>r. 

his 
LiLiianiel  X  Marshel^  Jno.  Waterman,  Jaoub 
mark 


(iho  with  I 
taking  ti- 
iiiL'  •'rn-i  ■ 

I; . 

4 
1 


\o\x^\i.  Samll.  Bailey,  Willi'iu  Rent)lds,  Ej'L 

t  i'l^dkrf.  Grickson  Frisby,  Elisha  Pratt,  Asapb 
*  iYupuiAD.  John  Pardy,  Abraham  Mudge  Jun'r. 

'«;ani  Allen,  Joseph  Wood,  Richard  Crego,  Sam. 


:u    >i'ui.;»:er«   I^ufel   Cleaveland,    Asahel   Jaguee. 
.   v.urt')jLv.i  Hendfick,  Abr'm  Mudg. 


^,i^»B.i4'LVi">  V.:\s:  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  as 

\v  iui'i^  ,ur\'  x\;  .^n  .hi  iMht-r  part  of  this  sheet  of  pa|Kr 

iju^ttd  '.o  :ho  Honorable  the  Council  of  apiwini 


b^  I'aptain;  Ebenezar  Benjamins,  to  Lh- 
"^UU  CO  be  second  Lieutenand;  aod 
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olds,  to  be  Ensign  of  the  said  Company.    Witnefls 
iSk  this  12th  day  of  August  in  the  Tear  1778. 
^1   JacksoD,   Asa   Doty,   Simeon   Doty,     Bodrick   Beebe, 

his  his 

N-athaniel  X  Marshel,  Jno.  Waterman,  Jacob  X  Sliter,  Jonathan 

mark  mark 

Hongh,  Samll.  Bailey,  Ephraim  Lord,  Asaph  Putnam,  Samuel 

his 
Chapman,  John  Pardy,  Abraham  Mudge,  jun.,  Josiah  X  Beman, 

mark 
Ezra  Allen,  Joseph  Wood,  Samll.  Wheeler,  John  Semister,  Valen- 
tine  Barber,  Lem'el   Cleaveland,   Asahel  Jauee,  Daniel  Peake, 
James  Savage,  Abr'm  Mudg,  Abr'm  Hendrick. 


[Copy.] 
We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  associ- 
ated Exempts  enroled  on  the  Other  part  of  this  sheet  of  paper  Do 
Hereby  Recommend  to  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment: 

Grixon  Frisby,  to  be  Captain;  Ebeneser  Benjamins,  to  be  first 
Lieutenant;  Elisha  Pratt,  Jun.,  to  be  Second  lieutenant;  and 
Wm.  Baynolds  to  be  Ensign;  Witness  our  Hands  this  12th  day  of 
August  1778. 

Asael  Jaguee,  Daniel  Peek,  Abraham  Mndge,  James  Savage, 
Abr^m  Hendricks.  Mlcael  Jackson,  Asey  Dotey,  Simeon  Dotey, 
Bhoderick  Beebe,  Nathaniel  Mashal,  John  Waterman,  Jacob 
Blowter,  Jno.  Hough,  Samll.  Bailey,  Epn^m  Lord,  Asaph  Put- 
Samll.  Chapman,  Jno.  Pardy,  Abr'm  Mudge,  Jun.,  Joseph 
Exra  Allen,  Joseph  Wood,  Samll.  Wheelor,  John  Simes- 
Mat,  Lemuel  Cleveland. 
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We  the  Subscribers  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  yeares  who 
have  Held  Civil  or  Military  Commissions  and  Have  Not  ben  Re- 
appointed to  our  Respective  Banks  of  Office,  or  being  between 
The  age  of  fifty  &  fifty  five  yeares,  do  hereby  Severally  Engage 
That  we  will  respectively  on  all  Occations  Obey  the  Orders  of  Onr 
Respective  Commanding  Officers,  and  will,  in  Case  of  Invation  Or 
Incurtions  of  the  Enemy  or  Infiurrections,  March  to  Expell  the 
Enemy  or  Supress  such  Insuriections  in  the  Like  Manner  As  the 
Enroled  Militia  are  Compeled  to  do,  so  as  we  shall  not  When 
Caird  out  in  Detachments,  be  annexed  to  any  Other  Begt  Or 
Company  or  be  under  the  Immediate  Command  of  any  other  Than 
our  own  Officers. 

Witness  our  hands  this  12th  Day  of  August  in  the  year  1778. 

Rhoderick  Beebe,  Ezra  Alen,  Joseph  Wood,  Richard  Crego, 
Sam  II.  Wheelor,  John  Simester,  Lemuel  Claveland^  Asel  Jagnee, 
Daniel  Peek,  Grixon  Frisby,  Elisha  Pratt,  Jun'r,  James  Savage, 
Abra'm  Mudge,  Jun'r,  Abraham  Mudge,  Asa  Dotey,  Ebenezer 
Benjamins,  Nathaniel  Mashell,  John  Waterman,  Jacob  Slowter, 
Jonathan  Hough,  Samll.  Bailey,  Wm.  Reynolds,  Ephraim  Lord, 
Asaph  Putnam,  Samll.  Chapman,  John  Pardy,  Ab'm  Hendrick, 
Joseph  Beman. 


[No.  1650.] 

COLONEL  BUTLER  ACTS  WITH  ENERGY. 

Bends  Chvernor  Clinion  a  Report  of  His  Scouting  Party  and  of  the 
Deaths  of  Service  and  Smithy  the  Tories. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  received  Genl.  Stark's  Orders 
t  >  remove*  from  Albany  to  this  place,  where  I  have  now  been  two 
^^'('eks  and  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the 
ditrcient  Occurances  that  has  in  that  time  transpired. 

()jj  my  Arrival  here  I  found  three  Forts  erected  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants  for  their  ProlecUow  \\\\\\\\i  ^  ^W^  ^1  ^^Odl  ^>Cfiksst.  X\s*&. 
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Post  at  one  I  thought  most  liable  to  be  Attacked  &  immediately 
Bent  out  a  Subaltern  with  a  small  Scout  to  reconnoitre  the 
Country,  &  to  make  what  discoveries  he  cofc'd  of  the  Enemy.  He 
proceeded  about  25  Miles  to  one  Services,  a  Noted  Villain  who 
had  Constantly  supply'd  the  Enemy  with  Necessaries.  Service 
luckily  was  at  Home  &  upon  his  refusing  to  Surrender^  &  making 
Aome  resistance,  one  of  the  Party  Shot  him.  They  also  Brought 
in  4  Prisoners. 

Before  the  return  of  the  Scout  I  received  intelligence  from 
Genl.  Stark  of  one  Smith  who  had  raised  a  Number  of  Tories  and 
was  Marching  to  Join  the  Enemy.  I  immediately  detached  Capt. 
Long,  of  the  Rifle  Choir  with  a  party  to  intercept  their  M^rch. 
Capt.  Long  fell  in  with  them,  EilFd  Smith  &  Brought  in  his 
Scalp,  Brought  in  one  Prisoner  &  it  is  thought  Wounded  a  Num- 
ber. Only  one  of  Capt.  Long's  party  was  Wounded.  A  Creek 
nnluckily  being  between  the  Partys  when  they  Engaged  prevented 
Capt.  Long  from  Ad\'ancing  &  gave  the  rest  an  Oppertunity  to 
€  scape. 

With  the  Prisoners  taken  by  the  first  party,  there  was  some 
letters  from  Smith  to  Butler  &  Brandt,  informing  them  that  he 
wou'd  meet  them  at  Service's  on  Sunday  following  with  a  Num- 
ber of  Torys  who  he  had  engaged.  I  also  had  intelligence  that 
the  intention  of  the  Enemy  was  to  March  in  a  Body  to  Service's 
ir  there  divide  one  party  to  Attack  Cherry  Valley  &  the  other 
this  place. 

In  Consequence  of  this  Intelligence  I  detached  Major  Church 
witb  120  Men  to  a  Canoe  place  about  5  Miles  Beyond  Service's 
(which  tbe^  must  Attempt  landing  at)  to  lay  in  Ambuscade  & 
ptey&kt  their  landing. 

But  I  imagine  their  supplies  of  Provisions  being  cut  off  by  their 
loss  of  Service  &  their  Reinforcement  by  the  defeat  of  Smith  pre- 
I'e&ted  their  Coming.    The  Major  then  dro^e  oft  ^W  \3aft  ^^\>(\fe  \sl 
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that  Neighbourhood  as  their  principal  supplies  was  from  that 
Quarter. 

Except  in  these  Instances  I  have  been  Obliged  to  Act  totally  on 
the  Defensive;  the  little  dependence  that  can  be  put  in  the  few 
militia  that  do  turn  out,  the  disaffection  of  most  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants  to  us,  the  distance  a-nd  Wilderness  of  Country  that  we  have 
to  pass  thro  to  the  Enemy  without  the  Necessaries  for  such  an 
Expedition,  makes  it  very  difficult  in  my  present  situation  to  Act 
otherwise.  But  have  presented  a  Plan  to  Genl.  Stark  &  dayly  ex- 
pect an  Answer  which  I  will  immediately  communicate  to  yoor 
Excellency. 

Colonel  Alden's  Regiment  with  some  Militia  are  at  Cherry 
Valley. 

Since  my  coming  here  numbers  of  the  disaffected  People  begin 
to  have  a  proper  sense  of  their  Error  and  are  Hourly  coming  in 
Begging  Protection  and  are  desireous  of  taking  the  Oath  ot 
Fidelity  to  the  States. 

The  Accounts  of  the  Enemy  are  exceeding  Various  But  from 
the  last  intelligence  that  I  have  yet  been  able  to  get,  they  are 
about  lijOO  in  Number  at  Unindilla  about  80  or  90  Miles  distance 
from  this  place.  In  a  few  days  I  expect  certain  intelligence 
which  I  will  imvrni  your  Excellency  of. 

With  an  Addition  which  I  have  erected  to  the  Fort  &  two 
pieces  of  Artillery  mounted  in  it,  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  good 
defence  shou'd  they  Attack  nie.  I  am  with  due  respect  Y'r  Ex- 
cellency's most  Obdt.  Serv't 

Wm.  Butler. 
Hcholiara  An;r't  i:»th  177S. 

N.  n.  I  have  wrote  to  his  Excellency  Oenl.  Washington  inform- 
ing him  of  my  situation  iV:c.  of  the  same  date. 
His  Excellency,  Gov't  CYmloii. 
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[No.  1651.] 
Colonel  Newkerk  Reports  the  Result  of  a  Scout  Near, the  Delaware. 

Pienpack  August  the  14th  1778. 

Dear  Coll.  This  Morning  Mr.  Tylar  Came  to  See  me  after  his 
Return  from  Coschecton  Last  Night  and  Brings  the  following  acc't. 

Last  Monday  in  tl^e  afternoon  Mr.  Tylar  Set  out  from  Lieut. 
Decker'd  with  37  men  in  Ordi  r  to  Go  up  to  Coschecton  and  on  their 
march  at  the  mouth  of  Lagawack,  they  met  with  a  Company  of  the 
Standing  forces  which  Came  from  Coll.  Stroud's,  and  a  Part  of 
the  Penselvenia  &  Jerey  Militia,  which  in  the  whole  amounted 
to  230  men,  and  So  marched  up  to  Coschecton.  And  Mr.  Tylar 
was  on  the  advance  Guard  with  his  Party  and  took  One  Barkar 
Prisner,  and  Examined  him  Strictly  who  Said  that  there  was  no 
Enemy  near.  But  Mr.  Tylar  Still  advanced  about  Two  miles  and 
he  being  on  the  flank  Guard,  Espyeda  Party  of  Indians  Coming 
Down,  Upon  which  he  and  his  men  Sqated  and  let  them  Pass  to 
the  main  Body,  and  then  went  Down  and  lay  in  Ambush  with  an 
Intent  to  Cut  of  their  Retreat,  but  they  were  Soon  Discovered  by 
a  Party  that  was  in  the  Rear,  who  fired  on  them ;  Upon  which  they 
Retreated,  But  Discovering  a  Party  on  the  mountain  they  took  to 
the  River,  and  the  men  in  Ambush  Fired  on  them  and  made  Some 
of  them  fall. 

They  took  Two  Prisnors  more  who  Said  that  the  Party  which 
was  a  Comeing  Down  were  Intended  for  Minisink.  Likewise  the 
Two  Prisnors,  Told  Mr.  Tylar  that  there  was  Thirty  Indians  and 
Five  white  men  in  the  Party  they  met  and  another  Party  a  Com- 
ing Down  of  a  hundred.  But  One  of  the  Prisnors  told  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Standing  forces  that  Butler*  was  a  Comeing  Down 

with  his  army  Upon  which  he  Ordered  his  men  to  march  back. 
' — » — ~~ — ' — 

•Walter  Butler»  the  Tory. 
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And  after  they  marched,  Capt'n  Van  Atten  of  Penselvenia  and 

Capt'n  Tylar  with  a  few  men  advanced  a  mile  further  and  killed 

an  Indian  and  brought  of  from  the  Enemy  Some  Plunder. 

In  the  whole  they  took  Three  white  men  Prifioners  and  killed 

One,  Likewise  killed  and  wounded  four  Indians.     From  your 

Friend  &  Hum'le  Serv't 

Jacob  Newkerk. 

P.  S.  While  I  was  Up  to  you.  Coll.  Woodhull  Sent  &  Called 
away  hie  men  (though  he  had  but  One  man  On  the  Ground)  in 
Order  to  apprehend  a  Party  of  Robbers  that  has  Plundered  Several 
houses  there.  And  Says  he  will  Send  his  men  when  they  are 
taken  which  I  think  does  not  Sute  us  at  Present. 

To  Coll.  John  Cantine. 


[No.  1652.] 

THE  WONDERFUL'  TALE  OF  TWO  CULPRITS. 

Disposition  of  Colonel  Cantine's  Troops — Pay-rolls  Must  be  Made 

Out  Monthly, 

Hunk  Aug't  ye  11th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  Not  Been  able  to  Comply  With  your  orders  in  Re- 
spect to  appoint  a  Subaltern  to  provide  and  Issue  Provisions  to 
the  troops  as  None  of  them  Where  Willing  to  Ingage  in  that  Ser- 
vice. I,  therefore,  have  Been  oblid^c^tl  to  appoint  Capt.  Audries 
Bevier  for  that  porpose.  I  Have  also  at  the  unanimus  Request 
or  the  Inhabitants  of  Liirienkill,  Naponagh,  Warwasinck  &  the 
Southeren  part  of  Rochester,  Changed  my  post  from  Leekawack 
to  this  place  finding:  it  much  more  Convenient  for  keeping  out 
Scouts  and  patroling  parties,  as  the  Woods  on  Both  Sides  of 
Lackawack  ar  Exceeding  Rof  So  that  it  is  Impossible  to  keep  out 
Scouts  at  any  Distance  there. 

By  the  Last  Returns  ot  C^oW.  ^^^^^\V  q>1  tlie  Orange  County 
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men  at  Peenpack  and  3Iinisinck.  their  Where  aboat  Ninety  men 
(that  is).  Eleven  from  Coll.  Woodhnl's,  fiftv  nine  of  Coll.  Hea- 
thorn's,  tweenty  of  Coll.  Tnsten's;  the  men  from  Ulster  County 
are  posted,  40  at  Memmacotting,  12  at  LurienkilK  130  at  Hunok* 
80  at  Great  Shandaken,  and  at  Little  Shandaken  the  Whole  of 
Coll.  Sneyder'fi  Regim*t  \Miieh  Returns  I  have  as  yet  Not  had. 
The  Whole  Will  amount  to  about  400,  a  Number  Quit  Suffitient, 
I  Believe,  to  Defend  the  Different  posts  at  present  where  the  pro- 
portions But  Equal  out  of  the  Different  Regim'ts. 

This  moment  I  am  Informed  By  Coll.  Newkark  that  Several  of 
the  Orange  County  men  are  on  their  Way  to  Peenpack  &  Miui- 
sinck.  I  Have  Sent  Detatchments  from  the  Different  posts  to  the 
Delaware,  With  orders  to  act  against  those  Who  have  tacken  an 
active  part  against  us,  as  Enemys,  Leaveing  other  Unmolestt*d, 
Exceeping  those  In  Whose  possession  the  goods  robbed  from  the 
Inhabitant  of  the  fruntiers  Should  Be  found. 

George  Andries  and  Jacob  Oosterhout  the  two  men  that  Where 
Lately  tacken  prisoners  at  Leckawack  have  made  their  Escape. 
Thay  Where  on  there  Way  to  Niagara  and  Within  tweenty  miles 
of  that  place  under  the  Care  of  a  Mowhack  Chief  (Who  Com- 
manded the  party  that  Where  at  Leckawack),  and  two  other  In» 
dians;  Oosterhout,  a  Weakly  man,  Was  Not  able  to  march  as  fast 
as  the  Indians.  They  Where  Resolved  the  Next  Day  to  kill  him 
and  take  his  Scalp.  Andries  Informing  Oosterhout  of  their  De- 
sign and  askt  him  if  he  Could  Do  Something  for  him  Self;  Ooster- 
hout Said  he  Could  Not.  Andries  then  advised  him  to  Lye  Still. 
When  thay  Went  to  Sleep  Andries  as  usual  Was  put  Between  the 
two  young  Indians,  the  Capt.,  or  Chief  With  two  Squaws  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  fire.  When  Andries  found  that  thay  Where 
asleep  he  got  the  ax  Which  he  had  prepared  for  that  purpose  and 
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Witli  it  Laid  his  two  Bedfellows  much  Sounder  asleep  then  ibej 
Where  Before.  When  geting  acrose  the  fire  in  order  to  Let  the 
Capt.  Shear  the  same  fate,  he  Started  awake  But  Andriee  Hand- 
ling his  ax  So  Well  that  the  third  Blow  Laid  him  asleep  also; 
the  Squawfi  made  their  Escape.  Andries  Came  in  With  Ooster- 
hout  at  this  place,  the  Nineteenth  Day  after  he  had  performed  thia 
Exploit,  with  Near  the  Valine  of  one  hundred  pounds  Worth  of 
plunder  on  his  Back;  had  When  they  Set  out  on  their  Jome7  2 
Quarts  of  Sinnemon  and  5  young  Ducks.  He  Can  give  But  Little 
Information  of  the  Enemy.  By  the  Beet  account  I  Have  there  i« 
But  few  Near  our  Quarter. 

Your  Excellency  Will  Beadely  Conceive  that  the  making  of 
monthly  pay  abstracts  for  this  Regim't  Will  Be  attended  With 
many  DeflBculties,  When  you  Consider  that  the  monthly  Detatch- 
ment  of  the  Different  Regim't  of  which  this  is  Composed,  Do  Com- 
mence at  Different  Days.    I,  therefore,  Whould  Be  glad  to  Draw 
a  Sum  of  money  in  order  to  pay  of  the  Different  Companies  as 
their  times  Exspire,  makeing  an  abstract  of  the  ^\Tiole  at  the 
time  When  I  Shall  Be  Discharged,  and  then  account  for  the  Sum 
Drawn.     If  your  Excellency  Should  approve  of  this,  you  Will 
please  to  Send  an  order  or  orders  By  the  Bearer  hereof,  on  the 
treasurer  for  Such  a  Sum  or  Sums  as  you  Shall  Judge  Nessesary 
as  Well  in  favour  of  the  Commissary  as  for  paying  the  troops — 
and  you  Will  greatly  oblidge  Your  Most  Obedient  Hum.  Ser't 

John  Cantine. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  14th  Aug't  1778. 
Dear  Sir,   I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  11th  Instant. 
I  can  have  no  ObiecWons^  lo  ^owt  e\\^\i^\\\^  N^\i^  ^l-aAiou  from 
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Lackwack  to  Hank  provided  it  ia  most  condudTe  to  the  Safety 
of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  which  is  the  principal  Object  I  have 
in  View,  tho  mv  own  Judgment  wood  lead  me  to  a  Post  still 
farther  West  than  Lacquwack,  as  most  likely  to  Effect  it,  yet 
for  want  of  a  proper  Knowledge  of  the  Country  I  may  be  miss- 
taken  &  mast,  therefore,  sabmit  entirely  to  your  Judgment  as- 
sisted by  the  Sentiments  of  the  Inhabitants  concerned.  I  am 
sorry  to  find  that  you  cant  find  among  your  Subalterns  one  who 
is  willing  to  serve  as  Commissary  to  your  Detachment  as  the 
Appointment  of  another  Person  must  naturally  increase  Ex- 
pence.  Add  to  this  I  have  certain  Objections  arising  from  Re- 
ports made  to  me  of  Capt.  Bevier  that  I  woud  wish  to  have 
obviated  before  I  give  my  consent  to  commit  that  Business  to 
his  Management.  I  have  been  informed  that  on  the  Desolation 
of  Lackewack  he  took  no  Pains  to  raly  his  Company  to  prevent 
that  Catastrophy  or  oppose  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy  &  that 
instead  of  exerting  himself  as  a  good  Officer,  he  discouraged  the 
Inhabitants  by  falsely  giving  out  that  on  his  Application  to  me 
in  the  Spring  relative  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Frontiers  I  had  re- 
fused to  afford  them  relief  &  insulted  him.  Tho  on  his  Applica- 
tion you  may  remember  my  Orders  to  you  in  May  last,  to  keep 
out  scouting  Parties  were  founded,  and  my  subsequent  Orders 
fully  evince  my  close  Attention  to  that  Object  which  I  alwjays 
esteemed  Important.  This  Conduct  of  his,  if  true,  is  unbecoming 
the  good  Officer  or  the  Honest  Man  &  forbids  my  having  any 
Connection  with  him  if  it  can  consistently  be  avoided. 

On  perusing  the  Law,  which  grants  the  money  for  pay'g  &  sub- 
sist*g  the  militia  called  into  Service,  I  find  that  I  cannot  con- 
sistently issue  any  money  for  the  Purpose  until  the  Service  is 
performed  &  the  proper  Pay  Rolls  or  acc'ts  rendered;  in  which 
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Cas>6  on  the  acc'ts  being  audited  it  has  been  my  practice  to  issue 
an  Order  thereon  under  the  privy  Seal  to  the  Treasurer  for 
pjiyin't.  You  must,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  regularity  &  to 
prevent  Confusion  submit  to  the  Inconvenience  of  having  your 
Payrolls  &  acc'ts  made  out  for  each  month.  If  an  advance  of 
Cash  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Provision  should  be  abso- 
lutely  necessary  I  woud  much  rather  supply  it  out  of  my  own 
Purse  than  go  out  of  the  common  Course  of  Business  or  drawing 
Money  from  the  Treasury. 

I  had  rec'd  the  ace't  of  Anderson  &  Oosterhout's  return,  two 
Days  ago,  I  wish  their  aflQdavits  on  the  Subject  may  be  accurately 
taken  &  transmitted  to  me  without  Delay.    I  am  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
Colo.  CaTj,tine. 


[No.  1653.] 

Relative  to  Bcmhmg  Between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 

New  York, 

Poughkeepsie  14th  Aug't  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  24th  July  last  and  have 
transmitled  a  Copy  of  it  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the 
(lovernment  of  his  Conduct  with  Respect  to  the  Monies  he  may 
from  Time  to  Time  receive  for  th<»  Purposes  therein  mentione<l 
as  far  as  may  l>e  consistent  with  an  Act  of  the  legislature  of  this 
St  ah*  particularly  pointing::  out  his  Duty  a  Copy  of  which  is  in- 
closed.    I  have  ilie  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  Your  Most 

()l»c(n  StTv't 

G.  C. 
To  John  Gibson,  Esqr.  Auditor  Genl. 
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[No.  1654.] 

Andrew  Stevenson^s  WtUinffness  to  Betray  His  King  After  He  Had 
Betrayed  the  United  States. 

Countv  Charlotte  New  Perth  Aug't  14th  1778. 

Sir,  We  Send  you  under  Gaurd  Andrew  Stephenson,  an  In- 
habitant of  Skeansborough,  who  was  in  the  begining  of  June 
last  brought  before  us  under  the  Charge  of  disafection  and  after 
Examination  was  ordered  bv  this  Board  into  the  Interior  Parts 
of  this  State  being  Previously  allowed  Eight  days  to  Regulate 
his  Domestic  affairs. 

About  the  15th  of  June  Instead  of  Complyeing  with  the  orders 
of  the  Board,  he  Proceeded  to  Canida  and  has  been  so  far  as 
Quebeck  where  he  Procured  a  Pass  from  Sir  John  Johnson  to 
return  to  Montreal  and  there  Obtaind  a  Pass  from  Brigadier 
General  Powels  to  return  to  Skeansborough  and  bring  his  Fam- 
aly  to  Canida. 

On  his  return  to  Skeansborough,  he  Imediately  Came  and  de- 
livered himself  up  to  the  Commissionrs  here  who  hare  Examined 
him  &  Sent  a  Copy  to  the  Commissioners  in  Albany  &  Requested 
them  to  Reexamine  him  &  Send  both  Copys  to  Yotir  Excellency 
if  any  Material  Variation  Should  be  in  them. 

The  Extent  of  Country  that  the  above  Person  has  Passed  over 
that  is  now  in  the  Enemy's  Posession  and  the  Inteligent  Rela- 
tion which  he  gives  of  the  Strength  dispotision  and  Intention  of 
the  Enemy  as  well  as  the  Breach  of  Convention  at  Saratoga,  In- 
duses  us  to  hope  that  the  Information  will  not  only  be  acceptable 
to  Your  Excellency  but  of  Importance  to  the  Country. 

His  Voluntary  Return  &  delivery  of  himself  to  this  Board  & 
offering  to  take  the  Oath  of  alleigence  which  was  administered 
to  him,  together  with  many  other  Circumstaiice»  liAxi^ift^  ^%  V^ 
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have  favourable  Thoughts  of  him,  Espeticialy  as  his  Relation 
of  matters  so  much  Coresponds  with  Information  we  have  here- 
tofore received  from  that  Quarter.  We  also  think  him  uncapa- 
ble  of  that  artfull  disimulation  that  many  Spies  are  Master  of. 
We  Should  not  have  Sent  him  only  on  account  of  Directiona  in 
Your  letter  to  Col.  Webster  Concerning  the  Breach  of  Convention 
made  at  Saratoga,  and  he  is  the  only  Person  we  have  mett  with, 
was  able  to  give  any  Satisfieing  account  on  that  head — he  haa 
offerd  to  Enlist  with  Capt.  Barns  which  we  would  have  Encoor- 
aged  him  to  do;  had  it  not  been  to  Complye  with  Your  directions 
but  we  doubt  not  but  he  will  Enlist  on  his  Return  if  Your  Ex- 
cellency think  Proper  to  dismiss  him.  We  are  Your  Excellency 
Most  Obt.  &  very  Humble  Serv'ts 

Eben'r  Clark  Alexad.  Smitt  Alex'r  Webster  Commissioners. 
To  His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esquire. 


[No.  1655.] 

The  Albany  Commissioners  on  Conspiracies  Willing  to  Oct  Rid  of 

White, 

Albany  15th  August  1778. 

Sir,  Alexander  White's  Confinement,  in  Consequence  of  your 
Excellency's  Order  is  the  Occasion  of  Mrs.  White's  Application 
to  us  for  a  Pass  to  Poiighkeepsie  to  sollicit  from  your  Excellency 
Permission  to  go  into  New  York — we  beg  Leave  to  remark,  that  in 
our  Opinion  it  will  be  the  most  effectual  measure  that  Mr.  White 
can  adopt  to  obtain  an  Exchange  for  himself,  as  he  is  almost  as 
obnoxious  to  bis  own  Party  as  he  is  to  us;  all  the  Influence  he 
can  ]>retend  to,  we  coiiee\\^  xt^x^^XXi^  V\i\^>QL%\i  \.\\e  Interest  of  his 
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^  to  be  a  prudent  and  discreet  woman.     We 
MosI  Hum*e  Servants: 

elaer,  Hugh  Mitchell,  Isaac  D.  Fonda, 
^rge  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1656.] 
Fornml  in  the  Western  District  of  Claveraek. 
Claverack  Aug.  15 1778. 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency 
ibseribed  by  the  Exempts  in  the  western  part 
iM  Clarerack,  within  the  Limits  of  the  Eighth 
itia,  coinmaiided  by  Coll:  Robert  Van  Rensselaer, 
f  an  Election,  by  which  I  am  elected  Captain,  Peter 
Abraham  Vosburgh  Second  Lieutenant  &  Law- 
Ensign, 
^mber  who  have  signed  this  association  is  not  large, 
e,  a  great  ditticulty  would  arise,  should  we  be  an- 
formed  with  any  neighbouring  Exempts  into. one 
aeci»ant  of  the  remote  distance,  we  are  from  each 

[)or  Exeelleney  be  inclined  to  form  those  Exempts  into 

r,  I  would  be  ^lad,  that  Comissions  may  issue  to  the 

By  as  soon  as  their  appointments  are  compleated.    I  iiave 

Bor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect.  Your  Excellency's  most 

amble  Serv't 

Corn's  S.  Muller. 
ov.  George  Clinton.] 


the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  part  of  the 

et  of  Claverack,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  Exempts  from  the 

!d  Militia  pursuant  to  a  Law  entitled  ^An  Act  for  regulating 

fBtiM  of  the  State  of  New  York;'  I>o  ^t^^s^  M»ttt\3iXsfc  ^s« 
41 
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selves  into  a  company,  and  will  severally  on  all  occasionfi  obey  tb? 
orders  of  our  respective  commanding  officers,  and  will  in  all  casei 
of  Invasion,  or  Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  or  Insarrections,  march 
to  repel  the  Enemy,  or  suppress  such  Insurrection,  in  like  manner 
as  the  enrolled  militia  are  compelled  to  do:  So  that  we  shall  not 
when  called  out  in  Detachments  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regi- 
ment or  company,  or  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  anj 
other  than  our  own  officers.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  he^^ 
unto  set  our  hands  this  Twenty  Eighth  day  of  June  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 

Cornelius  S.   Muller,   John  Ten   Broeck,   Stephen   Hogeboom, 
Peter  A.  Fonda,  Mathias  Halenbeek,  G«rrit  Hardieck,  Johanna 
Holsapel,  Peter  Hogeboom,  Jur.,  Jeremiah  Delamater,  Gabril  £»• 
selstyn,  Laurence  Conyne,  Wm.  Van  Ness,  Jur.,  Bar.  V:  Valken- 
burgh,  John  Bay,  Samuel  J.  Ten  Broeck,  Johannis  Kellar,  Job's 
Schrom,  Hen'drick    Clopper,  Richard    Blamley,  Johannes    Sbnlt, 
Lukes  Widbeck,  Philip  Bartel,  David  Bomystill,  Besjohn  Ix>op, 
Dadiis  Coll,  James  Atwater,  Peter  Loop,  David  Genness,  Abram 
Vo^burj<h,  Jo'n  Bingham,  Jun.,  Casparus  Conyne. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  persons  whose  names  are  SubsiTil>ed 

to  the  above  association  are  exempts  from  the  enrolled  Militia 

out  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Albany  under  mj 

command. 

Robt.  V'n  Rensselaer. 
Claverack  Aug't  18th  1778. 


The  officers  of  the  associated  Company  of  Claverack  Elected 
HOth  day  of  June  1778  agreeable  to  a  Clause  of  the  Militia  act 
jjassed  3d  April  1778. 

Names  of  the  Electors,  John  Ten  Brook,  Jurry  A.  Smith,  Jeremy 
JJeJamatter,  Samvie\  Te\i  BvooY,  ^^^.^x  Oxotait.,  Stephen  Hoge- 
boom, Willhelmua  P\ivY\p,  3o\i\i^\\^^^i^^,^^^^•^^^^^^^'^^^ 
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Peter  Philip,  Peter  Loop,  Peter  Van  Valkenburg,  Gabriel  Essel- 
Btyne,  Peter  Fonda,  Jacob  Philip,  Abram  Vossburgh,  David  Gen- 
Oess,  Ambrose  Stalker. 

Officers  Elected  by  Majority  of  votes  vizt.  Cornelus  S.  Muller, 
Captain,  Peter  A.  Fonda,  first  Lieutenant,  Abram  J.  Vossburgh, 
^tecond  Lieutenant,  Laurance  Conyne,  Ensign. 


[No.  1657.] 
John  B,  Van  Yoraty  Fierry-keeper  Bdow  Schenectady. 

We  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Baptist  Van  Vorst,  has  kept  a 
Ferry  for  some  time  past,  a  Cross  the  Mohawk  River  at  his  House 
about  one  Mile  below  the  Town  of  Schenectady,  and  that  a  Ferry 
is  Necessary  at  said  place  and  he  the  said  John  Baptist  Van  Vorst 
is  a  proper  person  to  keep  the  same. 

Ab'm  Wempel,  Chris:  Yates,  Ab'm  Swits,  Mynd't  M.  Wemple, 
Maj'r,  Hugh  Mitchell,  Justice,  Abraham  Fonda,  Justus,  Reyn'r 
Mynderse. 

Schenectady  August  15th  1778. 


[No.  1658.] 
WilUam  Bedloic  Discovers  Fort  Constitution's  Blue  Barge. 
Dear  Sir,  Yours  by  Major  Keese  I  received  yesterday.  I  had 
been  the  day  before  to  Luptons  to  Inquire  if  he  had  a  chair  to  Dis- 
pose of,  as  I  wanted  to  procure  one  for  my  Journey  to  Hartford; 
to  the  best  of  my  recolection  he  told  me  he  had  no  kind  of  Car- 
riage; however  I  shall  goe  there  again  this  day  to  be  better  Satis- 
fied, and  if  he  has  a  Sulkey  to  dispose  of  I  am  sure  to  obtain  it  for 
jour  Excellency  at  a  modirate  rate. 

I  some  days  agoe  saw  in  the  possession  of  a  man  at  Murderer's 
Oreek,  the  Blew  Barge  which  I  had  Built  for  the  use  of  Fort  Con- 
stitatioD,  and  made  a  demand  of  her  aa  the  Pto^tVj  ol\5ciN&^\3^'^* 


044 
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tlie  man  Told  me  he  had  purchased  her  from  a  person  up  ih^ 
river  who  took  her  from  the  Enemy,  &  had  been  at  some  EisfieDiv 
to  repair  her;  his  Taken  her  from  the  Enemy  must  be  fal^;  he 
might  have  found  her  laving  on  shore,  and  I  think  entituK-d  to  no 
more  than  a  gratuity  for  taken  care  of  her;  she  is  a  Valuable  boar 
at  this  Time  in  the  River  and  the  sails  of  my  Boat  that  was  lost 
will  suit  her.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  I  can  have  her  taken 
from  the  man  &  if  a  Warrent  from  a  majistrate  be  Net-essarT. 

Mrs.  Bedlow  &  Miss  Katy,  Joyn  me  in  best  Respects?  to  too* 
your  Lady,  Mrs.  Tappan  &  Family  &  am  Dear  Sir  with  great 
respect  Your  most  Obt.  Humb'e  Serv't 


William  Bedlow. 


New  Windsor  Aug't  loth  177S. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1659.] 
Returns  of  Colonel  Tan  Schaicl^s  Reghneftt. 
A  Return  of  the  Strength  of  the  Ist  New  York  Regimt^nt  Com- 
manded by  Goose  Van  Schaick  Esqr.  Colonel. 


AtiiQst  Uth,  1776, 


T<rt*l 


ftiM 


UJ 


Commlmka'f^ 


IIS 

sis 

-'3 


SUA 


II 


I  1 


III 


X«e< 


I'i. 


fit; 


1 1 


^ 


mu  m 


One  Suit  of  Cloathing  wanted  for  each  Noncommissioned  Offictr 
&  Private  l>esides  Regimentals  for  the  Officers  Blue  turned  up 
with  Bed. 

Camp  White  Plains  August  15th  177S.  I  do  Certify  that  ibt- 
*  *^ru€  Return  of  the  R<*giment  under  my  Command. 
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[No.  1663.] 
Letter  Accompanying  the  Foregoing  Returns. 

Camp  White  Plains  Ang't  15th  17TS. 
Sir,  We  herewith  Send  jou  Returns  of  Clothing  wanting  in  our 
Respective  Regiments,  whereby  you  will  be  able  to  proportion 
Out  the  Same  which  if  Ready  we  beg  may  be  sent  to  Camp  a«  we 
are  much  in  want  Especially  the  articles  of  Hats,  Shoes,  Stock- 
ings, Breeches  and  Shirts. 

Capt. is  sent  to  forward  on  the  Same  who  will  wait 

oil  you  for  an  order  to  have  them  Deliver'd.    We  beg  leave  to  be 
with  all  Respect  Your  Excellency-s  Very  Hum'e  Serv't: 

<5.  V.  Schaick,  Philip  Cortlandt,  Lewis  Duboys,  Pierre  Regnler. 


[No.  1664.] 

GOVERNOR  TO  OUR  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

I'hat    $100,000    Advance    from    the    National    Chvemment^TU 

Differences  Between  New  York  and  Vermoni. 

Poughkeepsie  16th  Ang't  1778. 
Gentlemen,  Some  Days  since  I  was  favored  with  yonr  Letter 
of  the  21st  of  July  last  by  which  I  am  informed  you  have  ob- 
tained from  Congress  an  advance  of  100,000  Dollars  in  favor  of 
this  State.     I  am  without  any  Instructions  from  the  Legislature 
on  this  Subject  but  the  Reasons  you  mention  as  having  influenced 
you  to  this  measure  so  fully  evince  it  to  l>e  for  the  Interest  of  the 
State  that  in  my  Opinion  they  would  have  justified  a  much  larger 
DHuand.     I  have  not,  therefore,  the*  least  Doubt  that  it  will  meet 
nitll  the  approbation  of  your  Constituents.     It  will  rest  with  yon 
%Hklfinen  to  forward  the  Cash  and  the  earlier  it  may  be  received 
"^Ultf     -         *nv  of  this  State,  without  occasioning  any  extnlo^ 
^«td\i\^  \t,  tUe  better. 
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of  the  Said  Company  of  Exampts  and  Issue  the  Commissions  to 

them  accordinglT.    I  Remain  with  Esteem  Sir  your  most  obedient 

humble  Senr't 

Tuenes  Vroman. 


August  16th  Day  1778. 

Agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  Militia  Law  Pased  April  3d  1778  in 
the  State  of  New  York  for  the  Better  Regolateing  of  the  Militia 
in  Schoary  in  the  County  of  Albany,  Being  a  Number  of  thirty 
men  or  more  in  the  Regt,  of  Coll.  Peter  Vrooman,  Exempts  & 
takeing  the  Benefit  of  the  acts  assembled  aeordingly,  and  made 
Choice  of  those  hereafter  mentiond,  Wliich  Tuenes  Vrooman 
Pet^  Snyder  Martines  Vrooman  Jacob  Lawer. 

Monday  August  16th  1778. 

The  Choice  Was  made  By  a  Major,  of  votes.  Officers  Names: 
Tuenes  Vrooman,  Capt.,  Peter  Snyder,  1  Leit.,  Martines  Vrooman, 
2d  Leit.  Jacob  Lawyer,  Jur.,  Ens. 


[No,  1666.] 
Jfare  Tories  Refuse  to  Take  the  Oath  of  Allegianee. 

SUte  of  N€fw  York  St. 

To  bis  Excclleaey  George  Clinton  Baqoire,  GoTernor  of  the  Bute  of  Nev  York  G«nenl 
maA  Commander  In  Chief  of  all  the  mtlltln,  and  admiral  of  the  nary  of  the  same. 

In  parsiunce  of  an  act  of  the  LegisUtoro  of  this  State  Entitled  ac  "Act  more  eflectnaUy 
**  to  prercnt  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Inflaence  and  example  of  persons  of  eqolToeal 
-  and  SiisT>ected  Characters  in  this  State/*  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Excellency  that  • 
Adam  Carman.  Samuel  Xabbet  and  Asrippa  Martin  of  Dutchess  County  and  Waltv 
Dubois  of  Ulster  County.  haTing  Sererally  anwared  before  us  ic  being  by  us  tendered  tke 
Oath  In  the  nid  act  contained  did  respectlTely  refuse  the  same,  and  that  unless  yosr 
EzceUency  Shall  think  proper  to  detain  them  or  either  of  them  for  the  purpose  of 
cxchangtnc  them  for 'any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  In  the  pover  of  the  enemy,  we 
ahan  eavse  tham  respectlTeHy  to  be  remorcd  to  some  place  within  the  Enemy's  lines. 
Robt.  Harpur  Com.  E.  Wynkoop  Jr.  Peter  Cantlne.  Jur.  Conunlsslonera. 

FoBdikeepile  August  17th  177S. 


[No.  1667.] 
€torge  Clinton's  Handsome  Certificate  for  the  Services  of  Captain 

Maehin. 
I  hereby  Certify,  that  about  the  midle  of  July  1776  Capt.  Maehin 
oTfhe  Artilery,  came  to  Fort  Montgomery  &  by  the  Dvte«.t\wi  ^1 
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hifi  Excellency,  General  Washington,  &  was  imployed  in  laying 
out  &  erecting  Works  for  the  Defence  of  that  Place  &  for  securing 
the  Pass  to  Anthony's  Nose  until  towards  the  latter  End  of  Aug't 
when  Genl.  James  Clinton  took  the  Command  at  that  Po:$t;  that 
in  December  following,  Capt.  Machin  was  imployed  in  construct- 
ing Cheeveaux  De  Frize  for  obstructing  the  Navigation  of  Hud- 
eon's  River  opposite  Polopen's  Island*  and  that  he  continued  in 
that  Business  sinking  the  same  making  the  Necessary  Prepara- 
tions for  fixing  the  Chain  across  the  River  at  Fort  Montgomery 
&  occassionaly  supperintending  the  Works  at  that  Place  until 
some  Time  in  June  1777,  when  Genl.  Putnam  took  the  Command 
of  the  Army  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  North  feiver  &  then  by 
his  Orders,  Capt.  Machin  was  imployed  in  constructing  &  making 
Booms  to  draw  across  the  River  in  Front  of  the  Chain  till  the 
Reduction  of  the  Fort  by  the  Enemy  at  which  Time  he  was  badly 
wounded.  And  I  have  Reason  to  believe  that  upon  his  Recovery 
he  hiiti  been  ^ince  statedly  inii)loyed  to  this  Time  in  the  Necer^sary 
Preparations  for  fixing  a  New  Chain  across  the  River,  eomph'iU- 
iu^  one  of  the  Booms  the  Cheveaux  l)(*frize  &  raising  the  Lady 
Wasliin^'ton  Galley  which  wa«  sunk  on  the  Enemy's  Advance  up 
th<*  Kiver.  In  JnrJtici*  to  Capt.  Machin,  I  am  bound  to  add  that 
while  lie  was  iiiuler  my  Command,  he  discovered  great  Dilligen«v 
&  Indiit^tiy  in  forwardinfj  the  different  Works  committed  to  his 
Can*  iV:  (hat  in  the  Execution  uf  tliem  he  experienced  an  uncom- 
ninii  Share  of  jM-isonal  Labour  iV'  Fatigue  being  often  neeessarily 

exposed  to  work  iu  tlie  water  iu  very  Cold  Weather. 

[d.r.] 
<Jivrii  at  rou;rhkeepsie  this  17th  Au^'t  177x^. 


•S«t'  ViiluiiH'  1,  paKt.'  r>5H,  with  foot  notos  on  paKos  339-060  and  letter  of  Gi-Di-ral  P.  S. 
MIcblr  aj<  foot  Eote  on  page  561.— State  Historian. 
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[No.  1668.] 

JULONEL  HATHORN  RESPONDS  QUICKLY. 
4.ktrm   Pivves   to  he  False — The  Kidnapping  of   Isaac 
Martin  and  His  Rescue  by  the  Militia. 

Warwick  17th  Augufit  1778. 
Pttrsuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Militia  Law  I  Transmit 
Cojipj-  of  a  Letter  I  recieved  by  Express  from  Minisink 
La*t  12  o'clock  with  mj  proceedings  thereon. 

Coppy. 
Ithom,    This  moment  recieved  intelligence  from  Capt. 
It  the  En*  my  was  discovered  about  3  o'Clock  in  the  after- 
It  ^  Miles  up  the  River  from  Lieut.  Decker's  and  Mr. 
up  at  Coshecton  with  a  party  this  Week  in  the  whole 
ViBilvRDla  and  the  Jersey  about  250  Men  and  met  a  party 
and  Tories  on  their  way  down  here,  and  had  a  Skirmish 
and  took  three  prisoners  and  Killed  some,  so  that  its 
ible  tbey  are  a  coming  for  revenge,  and  as  I  have  but  a 
bere  I  beg  you  will  march  with  your  Regiment  imme- 
[ reinforce  us.    from  your  friend  &  Servant 

Jacob  Newkirk. 
[ngmt  14th  1778  10  o'Clock  at  Night. 

for  Particulars. 

ieving  of  the  above  Intelligence  together  with  a  number 

[ count is  and  other  Circumstances  Concuring  I  marched 

m;  E^giment  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  within  Two 

isink.    3  o'Clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 

S8  on  his  way  to  inform  the  Militia  that  the  Intelli- 

y  foand'd,  a  Scout  who  had  been  sent  out  returned 

lem  that  there  was  no  Signs  of  Indians  to  be  found* 
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I  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  a  peace  of  Intelligence  which 
perhaps  you  have  not  heard  of.    On  Friday  Night  last  Isaac  Mar- 
tin, a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  living  about  10  Miles  from  me  in  Jer- 
sey, was  taken  out  of  his  House  by  five  or  Six  men;  the  Militia 
immediately  aroused  and  Pushed  themselves  in  their  Front  and 
placed  Centinels  in  every  pass  of  the  Mountains  where  there  was 
a  probability  of  their  passing.    On  the  following  night  the  Vil- 
lians  approached  with  him  towards  one  of  the  Guards,  who  Chal- 
lenged them,  not  being  answered  was  prepareing  to  fire  but  the 
darkness  of  the  Night  Prevented,  upon  which  the  party  fied  into 
the  Woods,  which  gave  room  for  the  prisoner  to  Escape;  thus 
after  being  taken  out  of  a  thick  settled  Country  and  Conveyed 
about  30  Miles  at  or  near  Pumpton  by  the  Vigilance  of  the  Militia 
was  Rescued.    Martin  say  the  fellows  was  strangers  to  him  and 
Intire  Strangers  to  the  Country  as  they  obliged  him  to  Shew  them 
the  way  the  Nearest  and  most  hidden  through  the  Mountains  to 
New  York. 

Martin  has  been  a  very  active  Man  in  the  Business  of  his  Coun- 
tiy;  is  one  of  the  Comis'rs  of  Sequestration  for  the  Coiiuty  nf 
Sussex.  Its  believed  Col.  Barton  w^ho  while  a  Prisoner  here  de- 
clard  he  would  take  Martin  to  New^  York,  Employed  those  Vil- 
lians  to  Perpetrate  his  design  which  was  nearly  Effected. 

A  Circumstance  Repeating  their  Usual  and  dirty  uK^asurrs,  ir 
may  Serve  to  teach  Individuals  the  duty  they  owe  to  the  safety  of 
tleir  persons  ev(M"y  measure  is  Pursueing  to  discover  and  take  the 
Villians. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  Greatest  Respects  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Obt.  Servant 

John  Hathorn,  Col. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[Xo.  1669.] 
John  Sloss  Turns  State  Evidence  in  the  Matter  of  Two  Robberies. 

City  of  Albany  Ss:  The  Kramlnatlon  of  John  Slott,  who  beins  examined  says;  that  he 
beaj-d  a  Report  that  Robert  Sloia  had  been  enltetlng  men  tor  the  aerrlce  of  the  British 
Kirs.  Acd  beins  informed  at  Lambert  Van  Alstyne't  where  he  lodged,  that  a  party  had 
t«ec  there  while  the  ezamlnant  was  from  home,  and  inppoeins  that  the  Party  came  to 
apprehend  him,  he  went  firum  tbenoe  acroa  the  RiTer  to  Stephen  Dnealon's;  that  Robert 
Sloss  came  there  to  him;  that  Stephen  Ducalon  brought  them  to  a  hoiue  four  or  fire 
mlUs  back  in  the  woods;  that  they  tarried  about  there  about  a  week  and  were  frequently 
at  the  Ucoae  of  one  Johnston;  that  they  returned  to  SUphen  Docalon's  and  thee  crossed  the 
Hirer  to  the  widow  Meesick's;  that  Robert  Sloss,  Roelofl  Vanderkar.  and  a  short  thick  man 

who  said  he  was  a  Regular  and  a  Cordwainer  were  with  the  Bxamicant  at Skinkles; 

t^Lst  a  joang  man  named  Van  Volkenburgh  told  him  the  Examinant  that  a  person  wanted 
him  at  Meesick's;  that  on  coming  there  he  found  it  was  Stephen  Ducalon  who  wasted 
:a>  sp€ak  to  him.  that  Stephen  Ducalon  desired  him  to  come  orer  the  River  to  his  House 
with  Robert  Sloss,  and  the  other  persons  with  him  and  he  Stephen  Ducalon  would  bring 
vhem  where  there  was  good  Booty:  that  St^hen  Ducalon  appointed  a  particular  night  for 
them  to  come  to  his  House;  that  at  the  Time  appointed  they  went  over  the  River  and  sent 
C2e  or  more  of  the  Party  to  Stephen  Ducalon's  House  who  was  not  at  Home;  that  they  got 
providons  from  St^hen  Ducalon's  House  when  they  wanted;  that  Stephen  Ducalon  came 
to  them  in  the  woods  In  the  ETening  with  Robert  Young;  that  they  there  agreed  to  go 
and  rob  Mr.  Van  Schaack;  that  Ducalon  was  their  Pilot;  that  Robert  Sloes,  John  Morgan.* 
Robert  Toung^  Stephen  Ducaten,  and  he,  the  ezamlnant,  went  to  Mr.  Van  Sehaack'a  about 
:wo  or  three  miles  from  Stephen  Ducalon's  and  robbed  him;  that  among  the  Effects  taken 
from  the  said  Van  Schaak  was  a  Small  Trunk  containing  hard  money;  that  at  the  Time  of 
ccmmitticg  this  Robbery  Stephen  Ducalon  stood  Centinel  at  some  distance  from  the  House 
with  a  pistol,  having  declined  to  go  into  the  House  lest  he  shoud  be  known;  that  the 
nionej  laken  from  Mr.  Van  Schak  was  dirlded  in  a  Cordwainer's  Shop  at  the  East  side  of 
the  River;  that  Stephen  Ducalon  was  at  the  division  of  the  money  and  received  only  eight 
of  the  Silver  Dollars  for  his  Share;  that  the  Examinant  and  Robert  Sloss  went  afterwards 
to  Petrus  Coler.  where  they  met  Cornelius  Taylor  with  a  party;  that  it  was  agreed  to  go 
a:;d  rob  Henry  Van  Rensselaer;  that  some  days  after  the  said  Cornelius  Taylor  ard  John 
Morgan.  Robert  Toung.  Archibald  McCoy,  Robert  Sloss,  James  Noels,  Adam  Cole,  and 
scDce  others  went  to  the  House  of  the  said  Henry  Van  Rensselaer  and  robbed  him;  that 
part  cf  the  Goods  of  Henry  Van  Rensselaer  were  carried  to  Peter  CoCes,  and  part  of  Mr. 
Vac  Schaack's  Goods  were  hid  in  Meesick's  Bam;  that  Cornelius  Taylor  some  time  be- 
fore thi£  Examinant  was  uken  shewed  him  a  Quantity  of  wrought  plate  hid  in  an  old 
Stun:p  Ln  a  very  deep  Hollow  at  a  little  distance  from  the  House  where  his  mother  and 
ihe  Family  used  tc  dwell;  that  the  plate  was  wrapped  up  in  Cloths;  that  the  said  Taylor 
also  to:d  him  of  two  long  Cloaks  he  had  Concealed. 

John  Sloss. 

Taken   A.   Examined  this  17th   day  of  August  177S.    Before  me  John   M.   Beeckman. 
Alderman. 
[This  document  is  endorsed  as  follows]: 

Copy  of  the  Examination  of  John  Sloes  relative  to  the  Robbery  of  Arent  V.  Schaak  by 
Ducalon  Jb  others. 

N.  B.  This  Examination  of  John  Sloss  was  taken  a  Considerable  Time  before  Nathaniel 
Morgan  was  apprehended.  Morgan  and  Sloss  have  not  had  any  Communication  Since 
they  were  apprehended— Morgan  being  Confined  in  the  Criminal  Gaol  and  Sloss  in  the 
Fort  at  Albany. 


[Xo.  1670.] 
Myndert  Tiele  Refuses  to  Take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 

State  of  New  York  Ss, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  sUte  of  New  York.  General 
and  Commander  In  Chief  of  all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  NsTy  of  the  i 

*See  page  701  and  documents  1861  and  18S8,  Volume  IV. 
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In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  Entitled  "  An  act  more  eflecta- 
"  ally  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  Example  of  penoni  of 
"equivocal  and  Suspected  Characters  in  the  State."  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Excellencj 
that  Myndert  Vielle  having  appeared  before  us  and  being  by  us  tendered  the  Ottb  lo 
the  said  act  contained  did  refuse  to  take  the  aame,  and  that  unless  your  Bxcellencr  ShtU 
think  proper  to  detain  him  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  him  for  any  of  the  subjecti  of 
this  State  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  we  sha41  cause  him  to  be  removed  to  some  pliM 
within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

Corn.  E.  Wynkoop,  Jr.  Robt.  Harpur.  Peter  Cantine,  Jur.,  Commisslonert. 
Poughkeepsie  17th  August  1778. 


[No.  1671.] 

A  TROUBLESOME  PROPOSITION. 

How  to  Handle  Persons  Who  Have  Returned  to  Our  AUegiancey 
Having  Originally  Oone  Over  to  the  Enemy. 

Fort  Clinton  Aug.  16  1778. 

Sir,  The  bearer  hereof  John  Wessells  served  as  a  Serjeant  in 
my  Regiment  the  Campaign  '76.  When  the  Regiment  was  dis- 
banded in  the  winter  it  appears  he  went  to  York,  &  hath  con- 
tinued there  untill  about  fourteen  days  ago. 

By  accident  I  mett  with  him  in  this  Garrison,  and  as  a  Subject 

of  the  State  I  think  it  my  duty  to  send  him  to  your  Excellency — 

especially  as  I  have  reason  to  be  displeas'd  with  his  behaviour. 

The  familys  who  were    banish'd    by  Governor  Chittendon  are 

here — civil  discreet  people.    I  really  wish  you  woud  give  me 

some  orders  to  sett  them  at  Liberty.    I  have  them  at  work  just 

now  but  use  them  well.     My  most  respectfull  compliments  to 

Mrs.  Cliuton,  the  old  Lady  &  family  &  am  with  due  regard  D'r 

Sir  your  much  oblidged  and  very  Hble.  serv't 

W.  Mai  com. 

His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  18th  Aug't  1778. 
Dear  Sir,    I  have  receivd  yours  of  the  16th  Instant  by  John 
Wessels  whom  I  immediately  consigned  to  the  Commissioners. 
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Kambers  of  the  disafected  Inhabitants  of  this  State  who  in  Times 
imsst  went  over  to  the  Enemy  are  daily  returning.  Suffering 
them  to  remain  in  the  Country  without  taking  any  Notice  of 
them  gives  great  &  in  my  Opinion  just  Cause  of  Disgust  to  our 
Friends.  To  punish  them  might  discourage  Desertions  from  the 
Enemy.  The  Com'rs  have  Authority  to  commit  them  to  close 
Confinement  but  this  woud  charge  us  with  heavy  Expence  & 
Trouble  &  answer  no  valuable  End.  I  have  had  thoughts  of 
<!on8igning  them  to  your  Post  for  Three  Months  Fatiegue,  not  by 
Way  of  excusing  them  from  Punishment  for  their  passt  Crimes 
if  in  future  it  shoud  be  judged  Right  to  inflict  any.  This  or  a 
-Close  Goal  is  the  only  alternative — let  them  make  their  Election 
&  if  they  work  &  behave  well  it  will  be  some  Eridence  of  their 
Penitence  which  they  may  avail  themselves  of  with  their  Coun- 
try when  brought  to  Account.  Will  it  not  be  strict  Justice? 
They  were  influenced  to  desert  to  evade  Militia  Duty.  The  Mil- 
itia have  performed  more  than  three  Months  Duty  since  their 
Desertion.  Pray  let  me  have  your  Oppinion  on  this  Subject. 
Will  you  receive  them?    Will  it  be  safe? 

Tho  it  was  a  daring  Piece  of  Insolence  of  the  usurped  Gove- 
ment  of  Vermont  to  Attempt  to  banish  the  Subjects  of  this  State 
and  equally  so  in  Genl.  Starke  to  carry  their  Sentence  into  Exe- 
cation,  yet  as  I  have  addressed  Genl.  Washington  on  this  Occas- 
sion  &  requested  him  to  call  Genl.  Starke  to  Account  for  his 
Conduct  &  as  his  Excellency  has  wrote  to  Congress  on  the  Sub- 
ject I  woud  not  wish  to  give  any  Order  concerning  them  till  an 
Answer  is  received.     I  wish  you  however  to  acquaint  them  what 
I  JiftTe  done  in  their  Behalf.    This  will  be  handed  you  by  the 
w  who  is  appointed  to  take  Charge  of  Mr.  Saml.  Bayard  & 
^  a  second  Cargo  of  banished  Tories.    He  will  shew  the 
42 
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Genl.  Letters  to  me  on  the  Subject.    How  many  more  we  will 

have  yet  to  forward  is  uncertain  they  multiply  on  our  Hands. 

Yours  Sincerely 

G.  C. 
Colo.  Malcom. 


[No.  1672.] 

THE  RHODE  ISLAND  CAMPAIGN. 

Failure  of  the  Expedition  Through  Loch  of  Cooperation. 

Harison's  Precinct — August  17th  1778. 
Sir,  With  some  DiflBculty  we  have  at  last  procured  a  conven- 
ient House  in  this  Neighbourhood  and  expect  to  open  a  Board 
tomori'ow.     This  afternoon  we  shall  confer  with  the  Adjutant 
Genl.  and  settle  a  proper  Plan  of  Proceedure. 

By  the  last  Accounts  from  Rhode  Island  Count  D'Estang* 
had  not  returned  to  that  place,  which  he  left  on  Monday  last  to 

•  In  pursuance  of  the  treaty  that  was  concluded  between  the  tJnited  States  and  France, 
as  a  result  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  Vice  Admiral  Charles  Hector  D'EsUinc^  sailed 
from  Toulon,  France  the  10th  of  April  1778,  and  early  in  July  arrived  in  Dtlawatf  Hay 
with  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  four  large  frigates.  An  ardent  admirer  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  who  from  the  first  had  been  a  warm  friend  of  the  Colonies  in  their  struggie 
against  England.  D'Estaiug  had  had  a  memorable  career,  and  was  equally  di(^iii.>:uir%b*d 
whether  as  a  soldier  or  a  sailor. 

At  sixteen  he  was  Colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  at  twenty-seven  a  Brigadier  General. 
He  saw  service  in  India,  but  was  made  prisoner  at  Madras  in  1739  by  Clivc.  H-  Lrok«? 
his  parole  and  entered  the  navy,  where  he  obtained  oommand  of  two  ships  av.l  *<  on 
spread  terror  and  consternation  among  the  British  merchantmen  in  the  far  east.  He  was 
finally  captured,  imprisoned  at  Portsmouth  and  exposed  to  unnecessarily  harsh  treatment 
on  account  of  his  broken  parole.  The  ignominy  and  humiliation  of  which  h»  w;tfl  the 
victim  created  in  his  breast  a  hatred  for  the  English  which  the  war  with  the  Colonies 
allowed  full  exercise.  Through  Marie  Antoinette's  friendship  for  him  he  was  given 
command  of  the  fleet  destined  for  America.  Having  Hearned  that  Lord  Howe  had  evacu- 
ated Philadelphia,  and  that  the  British  shipping  bad  left  the  Delaware,  the  French 
Admiral  sent  up  the  river  a  man  of  war  which  carried  M.  Gerard  the  French  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States.  D'Estaing  then  proceeded  with  the  balance  of  his 
fleet  to  Sandy  Hook. 

He  fully  expected  to  encounter  the  British  fleet  and  destroy  It,  but  on  his  approach  the 
Englinhmen  retired  to  the  upper  bay.  IVEctaing.  in  his  letter  to  Congress  reporting  hie 
operations  on  the  coast,  charges  the  pilot  whom  he  took  from  the  Delaware  River,  wlih 
deceiving  him  by  assuring  blm  that  his  squadron  could  pass  Sandy  Hook.  "  Circum- 
stances required  "  wrote  D'Estaing,  "  that  I  should  reconnoiter  the  coast  myself  and  de- 
termined me  to  go  almost  alone  in  a  boat  By  these  means  we  discovered  the  communi- 
cation of  Shrewsbury  River,  the  extreme  difficulties  of  which  cost  me  an  officer,  several 
fcallors  and  a  quantity  of  rowing  boats." 

Washington  had  already  dispatched  Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens  to  the  French  Admiral, 
and  on  the  18th,  forwarded  Colonel  Hamilton,  "  another  of  my  aides  with  the  best  plloti 
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persne  Lord  Howe's  Fleet  upon  its  Appearance  off  the  Harbour. 
Indeed  nothing  has  since  been  heard  of  either  Fleet  and  im- 
portant Intelligence  respecting  them  is  expected  every  Moment. 
Genl.  Sullivan  has  made  good  a  Landing  on  the  Island  and  is 
waiting  for  the  Return  of  the  French  Fleet  before  he  will  operate 
further.  The  CJount  did  not  leave  any  of  his  Troops  at  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  Dana  one  of  the  Massachusets  Delegates  was  here 
vt  sterday  on  his  way  from  Congress  and  informed  me  that  Ten 
of  the  States  have  confederated,  Mariland  Jersey  and  the  Dela- 
ware are  the  only  States  which  have  not  confederated.  Every 
thing  quiet  here.  This  is  all  the  Intelligence  worth  communi- 
cating.   I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

Serv't 

Egb't  Benson. 

P.  S.    Genl.  Schuyler  is  still  in  the  Neighbourhood  here. 

[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 

and  the  most  skillful  masters  of  ships  I  could  procure."  Laurens  had  nearlj  been  drowned 
in  crossing  the  surf  to  communicate  with  D'Estaing,  who  wrote  of  Laurens:  "  his  patriot- 
ism and  bis  courage  made  him  brave  the  most  imposing  dangers  of  the  sea  with  the 
same  firmness  as  the  fire  of  the  enemj.  •  •  •  The  pilots  procured  bj  Colonels  Lauren* 
and  Hamilton  destroyed  all  illusion.  These  experienced  peraona  unanimously  declared 
that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  us  in.  I  offered  in  rain  a  reward  of  50,000  crowns  to 
aryone  who  would  promise  success.  All  refused,  and  the  particular  soundings  which  I 
caused  to  be  taken  myself,  too  well  demonstrated  that  they  were  right." 

Washington  then  suggested  that  D'Estaing  should  proceed  to  Rhode  Island  and  co- 
operate with  General  Sullivan.  When  the  French  Admiral  appeared  off  Point  Judith, 
Sallivan's  army  was  not  prepared  to  attack  the  British  forces  and  a  delay  of  several  days 
was  necessary.  After  a  conference  between  the  British  and  American  commanders,  it  waa 
decided  that  the  attacking  force  should  land  near  the  northern  point  of  Rhode  Island, 
August  10th.  Four  thousand  French  troops  were  to  cooperate  with  Sullivan's  command. 
D'Estaing  successfully  passed  through  the  middle  channel  two  days  before,  the  heavy 
cannonading  from  the  land  in  no  way  interfering  with  his  purpose.  This  movement 
forced  the  British  to  evacuate  the  northern  parts  of  the  Island  and  to  retire  within  their 
breastworks  at  NewporL 

The  next  day  Lord  Howe's  fieet  appeared  off  Point  Judith.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOtb, 
under  a  northeast  wind.  Count  D'Estaing  suddenly  started  seawards  with  the  intendon  of 
offering  battle  to  the  English  Admiral.  The  following  night,  a  terrific  gale  arose,  scat- 
tered the  ships,  and  inflicted  severe  damage  upon  several  of  them.  The  American  troops 
under  Generals  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Lafayette,  in  the  meantime  had  crossed  over  to 
Rhode  Island  only  to  discover  that  their  French  allies  had  gone  to  sea.  But  understand- 
ing that  D'EsUing  would  shortly  return,  they  took  up  their  position  two  miles  distant 
from  the  enemy's  Imes,  began  the  construction  o».  earthworks,  mounted  their  guns,  and 
proceeded  to  pay  their  compliments  to  the  British. 

It  was  not  until  the  20th  that  D'Estaing  returned.  Considerable  friction  bad  been  en- 
gendered between  the  French  and  American  ofllcers,  owing  to  the  French  Admiral's 
coarse.    Greene  and  Lafayette  used  all  their  powers  of  persuasioQ  to  Induo^  W^&xjii^'^Nsv 
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Poughkeepsie  18th  Aug't  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  Being  engaged  with  the  Council  of  Appointment  1 
have  only  a  Moment  to  thank  you  for  your  Letter  of  yesterday 
and  for  the  Attention  you  have  paid  to  public  Business  in  pro- 
curing an  Officer  to  Attend  at  Fishkill  to  take  Charge  of  the 
Second  Cargo  of  Tories.  I  am  extreamly  anxious  for  the  Safety 
of  Count  D'Estaing's  Fleet  as  I  am  not  without  my  Fears  that  he 
will  have  to  encounter  a  greater  Force  than  he  expected  to  meet 
under  Lord  Howe.  Pray  continue  to  give  me  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence of  every  Occurence  worth  communicating.  Present  my  best 
Kespects  to  the  Genl.  &  Gentlemen  of  his  Familly  &  believe  me  to 

be  with  great  Regard  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

We  have  nothing  new  in  this  Quarter  but  what  you  will  find  in 
the  inclosed  Paper. 
[To  Egbert  Benson.] 


[No.  1673.] 

WilUam  Duer  in  a  Quandary. 

Dear  sir,  I  have  had  for  some  Time  past  a  Considerable  Sum  of 

the  Public  money  in  my  Hands,  which  the  Delegates  of  the  State 

of  New  York  obtained  from  Congress  on  the  Principle  as  stated 

to  voiir  P^xccUencv  in  a  Late  Letter  from  Mr.  Morris  and  mvself. 


attack  the  enemy.  But  a  council  of  war,  held  aboard  the  flagship,  voted  the  propositloa 
down.  D'Estalng  to  the  mortification  and  chagrin  of  the  more  aggressive  American  offl- 
cers,  sailed  for  Boston  Harbor  to  make  repairs.  Fearing  the  return  of  Howe's  fleet,  and  i 
general  reinforcement  of  the  British  army,  and  realizing  the  hopelesEness  of  malntatoicf 
his  siege,  Sullivan  under  cover  of  darkness,  on  August  28th,  withdrew  to  the  north  part 
of  the  Island.  The  British  promptly  followed  him  from  Quaker  Hfcll  and  attacked  Su'.li- 
yan  on  Butts  Hill.      The  Americans  lost  211  men;  the  British  loss  was  heavier. 

The  following  day,  Sullivan  retreated  from  Rhode  Island  to  Tiverton,  and  the  British 
fleet,  with  the  army  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at  Newport— this  Information  bating 
been  forwarded  to  Sullivan  by  Washington  from  his  headquarters  at  White  Plains  under 
date  of  August  28.— State  Historian. 
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When  I  first  received  it,  my  Determination  was  to  proceed  to 
the  State  of  New  York  within  a  few  Days — but  the  Foreign 
affairs  becoming  interesting  from  the  arrival  of  the  French 
Minister;  and  the  Necessity  of  getting  a  Decision  of  Congress 
upon  the  Conduct  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  their  late  Pro- 
scription growing  every  day  more  Urgent — I  have  been  induced 
to  stay  since  Mr.  Lewis  arrival  from  Baltimore — in  hopes  of 
finishing  a  Business  which  in  my  Judgment  strikes  at  our  very 
Existence  as  a  State.  I  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  get  several 
trusty  Persons  to  take  the  Charge  of  this  money  in  order  to  de- 
liver it  to  you  for  the  Purpose  of  its  being  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  our  State — but  one  or  two  out  of  that  Number,  who  might  with 
some  Inconvenience  to  themselves  have  carried  at  least  Part  of 
it  did  not  chuse  to  run  the  Risque.  I  have  endeavor'd  to  prevail 
on  Mr.  Dennig  to  become  the  Bearer  of  it  but  on  finding  dis- 
agreable  to  him  have  been  obliged  to  desist  from  my  Request. 
Afl  I  have  pass'd  a  Receipt  in  my  own  Name  of  this  money,  I  am 
not  willing  to  hazard  it  with  a  Person  at  my  own  Risque,  Unless 
I  should  find  a  very  trustworthy  Character,  who  will  consent  to 
take  the  Trouble.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleas'd  to  direct  some  Person,  who  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  and  who  may  be  coming  to  Philadelphia,  to  call 
upon  me  for  the  money;  and  in  case  I  should  not  be  there  to  call 
on  his  Betorn  to  New  York  at  Baskinridge  in  New  Jersey,  where 
I  porpose  staying  some  Days  on  my  Return  on  a  Visit  to  Lord 
Stirling's  Family.  Mr.  Dennig  being  in  a  hurry  to  Set  out,  I  am 
ohlifired  to  conclude  mvself  with  erreat  Resnect.  &  Esteem  Your 
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[No.  1674.] 
The  Governor  Calls  Assessors  wnd  Collectors  of  Taxes  to  Account, 

Poughkeepsie  Aug't  18th  1778. 
Gentlemen,  My  anxiety  for  the  public  welfare  is  Tery  much  In- 
creased by  the  unexpected  Neglect  of  the  Assessors  to  make  the 
assessments  without  which  the  Supervisors  cannot  rate  the  Tax, 
nor  the  Collectors  levy  it.    It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  a  Tax  for 
supplying  the  public  Exigences  of  the  State,  is  a  matter  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  delayed;  and  it  is  as  obvious  that  had  the 
Country  done  their  Duty  as  effectually  as  the  legislature  have 
made  provision,  the  whole  Tax  might  before  this  Time  have  been 
deposited  in  the  Treasury  for  public  Use.    From  these  Considera- 
tions I  conceive  it  to  be  the  indispensible  Duty  of  my  office  to 
urge  the  Supervisors,  Assessors  &  Collectors  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  State  to  the  immediate  Execution  of  their  respective 
oflfice  as  they  would  wish  to  escape  the  penalties  of  the  Law  and 
the  displeasure  of  their  Country  so  much  injured  by  their  inex 
cusable  Delay.     I  am  Gentlemen  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
To  the  Supervisors,  Assessors  &  Collectors  of  the  County  of 


[No.  1G75.] 
Margaret  Childe  Contradicts  Ha'  Slave  and  Appeals  to  Congress, 

Philadelphia  ISth  Aug't  177S. 
Grijilcmen,  I  am  constrained  to  trouble  you  on  an  affair  that 
afr<Mts  a  distressed  \Yidow,  trusting  in  your  goodness  and  hu- 
iiianiry  to  excuse  the  freedom  I  have  taken;  imploring  you  to 
tak(»  the  case  of  the  distressed  into  your  consideration,  and  if  in 
your  power,  to  secure  my  property  in  such  manner  as  to  you  may 
seem  best. 
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fclave  belonging  to  me  and  brought  up  with 
'  had  for  him,  induced  me  to  order,  that  after 
Snld  be  free.  He,  taking  advantage  of  this, 
h-my  left  this  City,  went  off  with  them,  and  is 
►  This  misbehaviour  of  his  in  runiug  away 
Hue  alter  my  resolution,  and  should  be  glad  to 
i  some  manner  s^nured  to  my  bi-huof.  Think- 
^  yon  might  be  most  likely  to  assist  me  in  this 
li  th**  lil»erty  to  lay  the  matter  before  you, 
that  you  will  be  pleasnl  to  ren«h'r  me  all  the 
wer:  you  will  thereby  greatly  relieve  the  dis-- 

herewith  laid  before  your  Honors.  <^'o[»y  of  a 
1  servant,  to  Mr.  Jones,*  a  gentleman  he  was 
in  this  City;  by  which  you  will  find  that  he 
Freedom  recorded,  and  refers  to  Mr.  Anthony 
his  Mr.  Benezet  is  one  of  the  people  called 
iletl  against  keeping  slaves;  makes  it  his  busi- 
?gr<'ies  in  obtaining  their  freedom;  and  is  the 
►ut  the  instrument  of  writing  which  left  said 
y  defease:  which  was  sealed  and  put  in  my 
n  away  I  have  destroyed  the  instrument  of 
Mr.  Benezet  cannot  do  any  thing  in  the 
3enez«-ti  took  a  minute  of  the  Freedom  in  a 
ps  for  that  i»urpose:  and  did  give  my  servant 
saint'  before  his  elopt-ment :  signing  my  name 
I  Ills* 'lit  **r  knowledge. 

)rs  will  be  g«»rHl  enough  to  do  me  all  the  justice 
<»w«'i.  and  as  my  said  servant  <wbo  calls  him- 
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self  Milford  Smith)  is  in  New  York,  you  probably  might  suggest 
some  plan  whereby  I  might  be  secured;  for  w^hich  my  prayer* 
shall  ever  attend  you,  and  am  Gentlemen  your  obed't  serv't 

Margret  Childe. 
The  Honorable  The  Members  of  Congress  for  the  State  of  New 
York. 


[No.  1676.] 

Qavernor   Clinton   Advances   Four   Hundred   Pounds    to   Colond 
Malcam  on  Account. 

Rochester  19  Aug't  177S. 
Dear  Sir,  I  Received  yours  of  ye  14th  Instant  By  Mr.  Keatter.  I 
whould  Not  have  Changed  my  post  from  Laghawack  to  Hunk  if 
It  had  Not  Been  at  the  Unanimus  Request  of  the  Inhabitants  Con- 
cerned, Not  But  I  Judge  that  Laghawack  whould  have  answered 
the  purpose  as  well  as  Hunk,  (Except)  that  of  Keeping  out  Seoiit- 
ing  parties  mentioned  in  my  La«t  and  the  addistional  Expencv  of 
getting  up  Supplys  for  the  Regim't.  I  am  Sorry  tliat  I  have  B«h-d 
So  Unhappy  as  to  appoint  Capt.  Bevier  for  Commissary,  hearin;: 
the  objection  you  have  against  him,  I  Can  assure  you  Nothing  But 
Nessasity  has  Induced  me  to  Brake  through  that  part  of  your 
order;  I  Not  being  able  to  get  a  Subaltarn  to  Sarve  in  that  Sta- 
tion, have  Been  oblidged  to  act  as  such  my  Self  for  Some  time.  But 
finding  that  it  was  Not  In  my  power  to  Do  Justice  to  the  Regim't 
without  one  any  Longer*  I,  therefore,  with  Difficulty  perswaded 
Bevier  to  Eccc^it,  who  has  Suplyed  me  with  Some  Cattle.  But 
Conieing  Home  the  Evening  Before  I  Received  your  Letter,  and 
told  nie  that  If  I  Could  get  another  to  serve  and  Dismiss  Him  he 
would  give  in  his  trouble  for  what  we  had  Received  of  him;  on 
which  I  whent  to  Lieutanant  Dirck  Wesbrouck  who  when*  In  ve 
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iepue  and  who  is  Now  Ingaged  in  that 
Sevier's  Conduct  on  the  Dessolation  of 
resent  Say  Nothing,  But  as  Capt.  Bevier 
!m't  I  ^hall  think  it  my  Duty  the  first  op- 
f  Conduct  in  that  Respect  Examined  into,  for 
Eeelleney  with  Not  Being  willing  to  Relief  us 
lotted  him,  I  must,  as  an  Honest  man,  Say,  I  Do 
^er  to  have  heard  it  till  Now.  It  was  at  the  Re- 
^iwUug  and  my  Self  that  he  whent  to  you.  At 
hapned  to  meet  him  at  Rochester  and  their  if  I 
r,  I  Received  your  orders  for  keeping  out  Scouting 
Cannot  Say  {from  Capt.  Bevier  Conduct)  I  though  him 
fyed  at  his  Return, 
tie  money  I  was  able  to  advance  was  soon  Expended  in 
lug  the  Regiment  and  Coll.  Newkark  makeing  Applycation 
tor  money  in  favour  of  the  men  he  had  Imi)loyed  to  provide 
hB  party  at  Feenpack  and  Minisinck,  till  Such  time  as  it 
[itfllijuM  Be  in  the  power  of  the  Commisary  to  Supply  them,  and 
hat  he  Could  Buy  much  Cheaper  for  Cash;  and  as  your  Excel- 
lency may  Remember  of  Signifying  at  the  time  of  my  appoint- 
ment, at  ye  New  Paltz,  to  give  me  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for 
that  Purpose,  I  haveing  made  my  promises,  on  the  Exspectation 
<)f  Being  Supplyed  In  that  manner  and  therefore  whould  have 
been  glad  to  have  Received  the  order;  But  as  it  whould  take  us 
ont  of  the  Common  Course  of  Business  I  Shall  Endeavour  to  Do 
without  it. 

The  affidavits  of  Andries  and  Oosterhout  I  whould  have  Sent 
with  Mr.  Keatter  But  No  Justices  Being  in  that  Quarter  and  they 
Not  able  to  Hire,  have  Been  oblidged  to  get  Coll.  Pawling  and  3Ir. 
Delamater  to  Come  where  they  was,  which  has  detained  me  tvVL 
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Now;  and  was  at  that  time  Sending  orders  to  the  Different  po8t« 
to  Send  Scouts  to  the  Delaware,  who  are  Betarned  with  Intelli- 
gence that  the  Inhabitants  there  are  Desired  to  trash  their  graih 
By  Some  of  Butler's  party,  they  Standing  in  great  Need  of  it 
They  have  Distroyed  the  Croop  of  John  Birch  who  was  gon  the 
Day  Before  the  guard  arrived  with  grain  to  the  Enemy.  Middagh 
and  Hendrick  Bush  Jur.  where  also  gon.  I  Shall  wait  your  Direc- 
tion with  Respect  to  the  grain  at  Delaware,  I  whonld  Just  In- 
form you  that  there  are  a  few  friend  Left  at  Packatackan  who  give 
U6  Information.  The  guard  have  Brought  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
Horses  from  Papaton,  three  families  who  were  friend  and  five 
prisoners,  who  I  have  sent  to  Coll.  Pawling  for  to  Examin,  and  a 
few  Cows  the  guard  have  also  taken  and  Brought  with  them. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem  Dear  Sir  your  most  obedient  Hum'e 

Ser't 

John  Cantine. 

P.  S.     The  Enclosed  are  two  Letters  one  from  Coll.  Newkark  & 
the  other  of  Wm.  Caldwell  &  Capt.  Jacob,  and  the  Afladavits  of 
Anders  and  Osterhout. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Poughkeepsie  19th  Aug't  177S. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  equal 
Date.  If  you  are  in  immediate  Want  of'  Money  to  supply  the 
Militia  in  actual  Service  under  your  Command  with  Provisions 
make  Use  of  an  Order  which  I  now  sent  the  Treasurer  for  four 
hundred  Pounds  in  your  Favour  the  am^t  of  which  I  have  directed 
him  to  charjre  to  our  Account. 

I  am  of  Oppinion  it  will  be  best  to  remove,  if  possible  the  Grain 
and  all  kind  of  Proviaioii  Itom  Wi^  ^^\.W^\si^\i\.^  wi  \N<^\»jKare  in 
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Ulster  Countj  &  if  it  cannot  be  effected  I  think  it  woud  be  better 

even  to  destroy  it  than  let  it  remain  there  &  fall  into  the  Hands  of 

the  Enemy.    I  am  in  great  Haste  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Colo.  Cantine. 


Poughkeepsie  19th  Aug't  177S. 
Sir,  As  it  may  be  necessary  to  advance  a  Sum  of  Money  to  the 
Person  appointed  to  Supply  the  Militia  in  actual  Service  under 
Colo.  Cantine  with  Provissions  in  order  to  enable  him  to  accom- 
plish it,  I  have,  therefor,  to  request  you  to  pay  to  Colo.  Cantine, 
four  hundred  Pounds  for  this  Purpose  taking  his  Receipt  for  the 
same.  But  as  I  mean  to  have  all  these  Accounts  settled  without 
Delay  &  to  give  Orders  on  them  under  the  privey  Seal  as  in  a 
former  Case  I  coud  wish  your  Entry  on  this  Occassion  might  be 
by  Way  of  Memorandum  only.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
To  Gerard's  Banker,  Esq.  Treasurer  &c. 


[Xo.  1677.] 
Colonel  Malcom  Favors  the  Plan  to  Put  Tories  to  Work. 

Fort  Clinton,  Aug.  19  177S. 
Dear  sir,  I  am  this  moment  honord  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  yesterday.    I  think  it  adviseable  to  have  a  Certificate  &  flag 
on  board  of  each  Vessell, — they  may  be  separated — and  Subject  at 
least  to  insult. 

I  shall  furnish  officers  when  you  require,  and  forward  the  busi- 
ness as  much  as  possible  wishing  them  all  gone. 

I  can  employ  50  Tory  besides  what  I  have  very  well,  only  let 
them  be  sound  wind  &  Limb.  I  am  not  afraid  of  their  getting 
away — ^they  are  fine  fellows  to  work. 
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Mr.  James  Ellice  who  was  one  of  those  yonr  Excellency  ordered 
to  be  detained  and  put  in  Close  Confinement,  we  suppose  has 
stated  to  your  Excellency  his  particular  situation  at  large,  and 
least  he  might  have  equivocated  in  stating  his  refusal  we  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  after  many  objections  by  him 
offered  he  refused  to  take  the  oath,  and  afterwards  applied  for 
leave  to  take  it.  We  are  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  Ob't  Serv'ts 

Jer.  V  Rensselaer,  John  M.  Beeckman,  Mat:  Visscher. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1680.] 

TO  EXCHANGE  HIDES  FOR  SHOES  AND  LEATHER. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War  Communicates  ioUh  Oovermr 
Clinton,  Who  Orders  Major  Hatfield  to  Act  Accordingly. 

War  Office  Aug't  20th  1778. 
Sir,  The  Board  troubled  your  Excellency  some  time  ago  desir 
ing  you  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Person  to  superintend  the 
Hide  Department  at  the  Grand  Army  during  its  Stay  in  the  State 
of  New  York  &  at  the  Posts  in  its  Vicinity.    Copy  of  that  Letter 
is  enclosed.    We  are  anxious  to  have  some  more  effectual  Meas- 
ures taken  on  this  Head  than  those  heretofore  pursued  as  tbe 
Army  now  want  Shoes  &  as  the  Season  grows  inclement  will  have 
a  Repetition  of  their  Disstresses  in  this  particular  unless  timelv 
Precautions  are  taken.    We  are  informed  that  Hides  are  an  Arti- 
cle in  so  great  Demand  as  few  are  to  be  had  but  those  from  the 
Cattle  used  by  the  Army  that  our  own  Terms  may  be  obtained  in 
the  Disposition  of  them.    We  would  wish  to  be  speedily  informed 
of  your  Proceedure  on  the  Subject  of  our  Letter  which  was  sent 


s  or  George  Clinton.  CUD 

' '  '         «:*iiher  that  Marshall  should  return  or 
.  J  -••.•  for  him. 

,  -s  we  submit  it  to  your  Excellency  to 

ought  not  to  be  sent  to  New  York  in 

.lid  in  order  that  the  Business  may  be 

II r  Excellency  an  Order  to  the  Command- 

I  HIT  of  him  to  such  Person  as  you  shall 

!xoellency  determine  that  the  Exchange  i^ 

■••  effected  by  our  agency  the  Bearer  Mr. 

d  we  are  informed  he  may  be  trusted,  to 

and  deliver  him  to  Us. 

lie  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

lathan  G:  Tompkins,  Jos'e  Strang,  Commis- 
icies  &c. 


[No.  1679.] 

mi8i<hucrs   on   Conspiracies   on    the   Subject   of 
Exchanges. 

Albany  20th  August  177S. 
ilay  received  the  enclosed  examination*  from  the 
'  Charlotte  County,  and  do  ourselves  the  honor 
to  your  Excellency. 

:  Excellency  will  receive  Letters  from  Mess'rs 
:  and  Dole  requesting  that  one  of  them  may  be 
0  New  York  to  further  their  exchange  and  we 
Vkrve  their  request  to  be  granted  it  would  conduce 
'diting  of  the  exchange. 

*Not  found. 
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will  be  a  eufficient  Inducement  with  you  not  only  to  excuse  our 

application  to  you  but  to  cooperate  with.ufl  in  oor  Endeavour  to 

procure  an  ample  &  certain  Supply  for  the  Troops. 

By  ord^r  &  on  Behalf  of  the  Board  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with 

great  Respect  Your  obed't  Serv't 

Richard  Peters. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Poughkeepeie  Ist  Sep'r  1778. 
To  Major  Hatfield, 

Sir,  You  will  receive  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Board  of  War  to  me  by  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  Govern  yoar 
Conduct  as  Commissary  of  Hides.  You  will  perceive  it  i«*  their 
earnest  desire  to  exchange  Green  Hides  for  Shoes  &  Leather  which 
they  are  induced  to  believe  may  be  effected.  It  will  therefore  be 
your  Duty  to  promote  it  as  much  as  in  your  Power  &  for  this  Pur- 
pose I  advise  you  immediately  to  publish  advertisements  in  the 
public  Papers  of  this  &  the  Eastern  States  encouraging  the  bring- 
ing into  Camp  those  Articles  to  be  exchanged  accordingly.    I  am 

Sir  Your  most  Obed't 

G.  C. 


[No.  16S1.] 
Association  of  Exempts  of  Kings  District,  Albany  County. 
We  the  subscribers,  being  under  the  age  of  fifty  five  years  who 
have  held  Civil  or  Military  Commissions  &  have  not  ben  Reap- 
pointed to  our  respective  Ranks  of  OflQce,  or  being  between  the 
age  of  fifty  &  fifty  five  years  do  hereby,  severally,  Engage  That 
we  will  Respectively  on  all  Oceations  Obey  the  orders  Of  oor 
respective  Commanding  Officers,  and  will  in  Cases  of  Invation 
or  insurrections  March  to  repell  the  Enemy  Or  Suppress  such 
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insurrections  in  the  Like  manner  as  the  enroled  Malitia  ar  Com- 
pell'd  to  do,  so  as  we  shall  not,  When  Gall'd  oot  in  Detachments, 
be  anexed  to  any  other  Begt.,  Or  Company  or  under  the  Imme- 
diate Command  of  any  other  Than  Our  own  Officers. 

Witness  our  Hands  this  21st  Day  of  August  A  D  1778. 

Ezra  Grant,  Hezakiah  Baldwin,  Thadeus  Noble,  Alexander  Mc 
Queen,  Abraham  Bunce,  Zadock  Chapen,  Silas  Howard,  Jno. 
Avery,  Walice  Hurd,  Joseph  Atwell,  Asa  Preston,  Solomon 
Wright,  Nathan  Ketchem,  Parker  Pabody,  Asa  Pees,  David  Spen 
cer,  Titus  Curtis,  Jacob  Ferris,  Nehemiah  Selah,  Samll.  Luis, 
Elnathan  Qriffeth,  Elijah  Skinner,  Jonathan  Douglas,  Moses 
Jones,  Zebulon  Bobins,  Jun'r,  Joseph  Malison,  Samll.  Balph 
Jonathan  Buss,  Jno.  Stranahan,  Eri  Jones,  Samll.  Porter,  Samll 
Jecocks,  Samll.  Busell,  David  Phine,  David  Williams,  Jacob 
Pharrenton,  Isaa  Pebody,  Nathan  Pebody,  Noah  Torrey,  David 
Wright,  Qidion  King,  George  Darrow,  Isaac  Herrenton,  Peter 
Heirs,  Joseph  Harriss. 


We  the  subscribers  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  Asoti- 
ated  Exempts  Enroled  on  the  other  part  of  this  sheet  of  paper 
do  Hereby  Becommend  to  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety 
Apointment 

Thadeus  Noble,  to  be  Captain;  Jonathan  Douglas,  to  be  first 
Lieutenant;  Moses  Jones,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Elijah 
Skinner  Ensign  Of  the  Company  Witness  our  hands. 

David  Wright,  Noah  Torrey,  Elnathan  Griflfeth,  Samll.  Luis, 
Jacob  Pharrenton,  Isaac  Pabody,  Nathan  Pabody,  David  Wright, 
Qidion  King,  George  Darrow,  Isaac  Harrinton,  Peter  Heirs,  Jos- 
eph  Harriss,  Zadock  Chapen,  Alexander  McQueen,  Ab'm  Bunce, 
Jno.  Avery,  Asa  Preston,  Wallis  Hurd,  Joseph  Atwell,  Silas  How- 
43 
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Vribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern 

he88  and  Southern  parts  of  the  Man- 

iinibly  She  wet  h; 

.iy.  Affected  and  most  Loyal  Inhabitants 

tfyour  Petitioners  have  been  despoiled 

pr  arms  and  great  part  of  their  Ready 

ible  Effects  by  a  Gang  of  Robbers  pre- 

of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 

have  Reason  to  Belive  from  the  Con- 
^f  the  Inhabitants  who  have  been  appre- 
FRobbers  are  Secreeted  and  Concealed  by 
pitants  and  that  many  others  are  detered 
eoverys  to  the  Civil  or  millitary  authority 
iie  said  Robbers  of  burning  their  houses  and 
ifoperty. 

s  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency, 

ding  Parties  of  the  Militia  have  been  frequently 

llmost  of  CoUo.  Graham's  Regiment  with  Several 

1  Colo.  Hopkins's  were  for  Several  Days  Ranging 

endeavouring  to  discover  and  apprehend  them  none 

i-s  were  taken  by  them,  owing  as  your  petitioners 

[here  not  being  a  body  of  men  in  Readiness  to  pur- 

nediately  after  the  facts  were  Committed  and  to  the 

ity  of  uncultivated    and    Mountanous  land  in  the 

od  where  they  Seecrete  themselves. 

ioners,  therefore,  conceiving  it  very  Improbable  that 

will  be  apprehended  Unless  a  Company  of  men  be 

at  Express  purpose — 

ray  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  direct 
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ard,  Solomon  Wright,  Nathan  Ketchem,  Parker  Pabody,  Joseph 
Mallison,  Samll.  Ralph,  Jonathan  Russ,  Jno.  Stranahan,  Eri 
Jones,  Samll.  Porter,  Samll.  Jacobs,  Samll.  -Russell,  David  Fin- 
ney, Asa  Pees,  David  Spencer,  Titus  Curtis,  Jacob  Ferris,  Nehe- 
miah  Selah,  Gidlon  King. 
Kings  District  County  of  Albany  21st  August  1778. 


[No.  1682.] 

James  Otoen,  a  Tory  Returned  from  the  Enemy ,  Sent  to  West  Point 

to  Work. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  deceting  and  defeating  all  Conspira- 
tors &c.  Poughkeepsie  Aug'st  2l8t  1778. 

■James  Owen,  the  bearer,  who  lately  returned  from  the  Enemy 
hath  given  Security  that  he  will,  within  One  week  from  the  date, 
Repair  to  Fort  Arnold  and  their  perform  Such  Services  or  dnty 
as  he  shall  be  directed  to  do,  by  the  Commanding  Officer  at  that 
post,  for  the  Term  of  one  Month,  from  the  time  of  his  Arrival 
their,  or  that  he  Shall  at  His  own  Expence  provide  Another  Able 
Bodied  Man  to  perform  such  Service  as  Aforesaid  for  the  Term. 
Aforesaid  in  his  room  and  to  be  of  his  good  Behaviour  for  the 
Space  of  one  year. 

By  order  of  the  Boardw  Tunis  Tappen. 


[No.  1683.] 

A  Petition  from  the  Northern  Towns  of  Dutchess  County  and  tlm^ 
Southern  Manor  Towns  for  Authority  to  Raise  a  Company  c^ 
Rangers  to  Protect  the  InhaUta/nts  from  Robbers. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  Stat:^ 

of  New  York  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militf  ^ 

and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same. 
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of  ilu*  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
iini  V  of  Dutchess  and  Southern  parts  of  the  Man- 
<hj:  Most  Humbly  Sheweth; 
of  the  well  Affected  and  most  Loyal  Inhabitants 
iiirliood  of  your  Petitioners  have  been  despoiled 
of  all  their  arms  and  great  part  of  their  Ready 
j:  and  Valuable  EtTects  by  a  Gang  of  Robbers  pre- 
lic  Subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
LUthority. 

ciitionei-^  have  Reason  to  Belive  from  the  Con- 
cumber  of  the  Inhabitants  who  have  been  appre- 
le  Said  Robbers  are  Secreeted  and  Concealed  by 
Inhabitants  and  that  many  others  are  detered 
ny  Discoverys  to  the  Civil  or  millitarj  authority 
of  the  said  Robbers  of  burning  their  houses  and 
ir  property. 

ucrs  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
inding  Parties  of  the  Militia  have  been  frequently 
all  most  of  Collo.  Graham^s  Regiment  with  Several 
II  <'olo.  Hopkins's  were  for  Several  Days  Ranging 
-ndcavouring  to  discover  and  apprehend  them  none 
^  were  taken  by  them,  owing  as  your  petitioners 
not  being  a  body  of  men  in  Readiness  to  pur- 
itely  after  the  facts  were  Committed  and  to  the 
itivated  and  Mountanous  land  in  the 
Seecrete  themselves, 
conceiving  it  very  Improbable  that 
ded  Unless  a  Company  of  men  be 
le — 
ellency  would  be  pleased  to  direct 
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the  Raising  a  Company  of  about  Thirty  men,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  an  active  prudent  and  Vigilant  Officer  to  continue  in 
Service  for  such  time  as  your  Excellency  Shall  think  proper,  to 
the  Raising  and  compleating  of  which  your  Petitioners  will  giie 
every  assistance  in  their  power. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

James  Talmage,  Matth's  B.  Miller,  James  Hedden,  Wm.  Cash, 
elames  Hee,  Isaac  Smith,  James  Winans,  Ezra  Thompson,  Boriict 
Miller,  Samll.  Thompson,  Ephraim  Paine,  Judah  Burton,  Shenbel 
Holmes,  Enos  Thompson,  Jos.  Curtiss,  Ebenezer  Kinne,  Caleb 
Thompson,  John  Rinderson,  Joseph  Curtis,  Jun'r.,  William  Blunt, 
Joseph  Blunt,  James  Hildreth,  Isaiah  Dibble,  Jesse  Thompson, 
Casper  Rowse,  John  Bamet,  Lemuel  Brush,  Brinton  Payne,  Ben- 
jamin Herrick,  Benjamin  Herrick,  Jur.,  Robt.  Willson,  Stephen 
Reynolds,  Joel  Ketcham,  Enos  Mead,  Rufus  Herrick,  Major  Tyler, 
Richard  Brush,  Shubel  Tyler,  Luke  Guyer,  Hugh  Wileigh,  Jere- 
miah Gifford,  Piatt  Smith,  Amos  Thompson,  Ichabod  Holmes, 
Samll.  Sackett,  David  Sutherland,  David  Sutherland,  Jr.,  Reuben 
Sutherland,  Gideon  Towsley. 


[No.  1684.] 

LEWIS  AND  MORRIS  WRITE  TO  GEORGE  CLINTON. 

Inform  him  that  Virginm  Refuses  to  Pay  her  Quota   Until  her 
Accounts  are  Adjusted. 

In  Congress  Philadelphia  21st  Aug't  1778. 

Sir,  Just  now  a  Letter  was  read  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia 

to  Congress  in  which  his  Excellency  (in  polite  Language)  informs 

Congress  that  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  get  their  accounts 

adjusted  and  the  United  States  being  indebted  to  it,  the  State  o( 

Vir^n'nia  have  determined  t\o\.  \o  ^^\  \v\i^  ^^o^^^txoiL  of  their 
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Qaota  untill  the  accounts  are  settled.  We  think  it  our  Duty  to 
inform  your  Excellency  of  this  Circumstance.  Whether  the 
State  we  have  the  Honor  to  represent  will  imitate  this  Example 
it  is  in  their  wisdom  to  determine.  Many  States  have  received 
such  astonishingly  large  advances  from  the  Continent  that  we 
have  no  Conception  how  they  can  have  been  exx>ended  on  the 
continental  account  and,  therefore,  are  led  to  beleive  that  con- 
siderable Sums  are  due  from  some  Individual,  to  the  United 
States  while  on  the  other  Hand  it  is  certain  that  the  Union  is 
considerably  indebted  to  others.  Whatever  may  be  the  future 
Determinations  of  wiser  Persons  in  Congress  certain  it  is  that 
on  any  Principle  Injustice  will  be  done  unless  all  these  different 
accounts  be  finally  closed  in  a  short  Time.  We  do  not  presume 
to  censure  or  commend  the  Conduct  of  any  Sister  State  much  less 
to  hold  up  any  Example  to  be  pursued  or  avoided,  having  as  we 
have  the  fullest  Confidence  in  the  Wisdom  of  our  Legislature  and 
that  they  will  upon  an  intimiate  Knowlege  of  their  own  Cir- 
cumstances pursue  the  Line  of  Conduct  which  shall  be  dictated 
by  wisdom  Justice  and  that  patriotic  attention  to  the  American 
Cause  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  distinguished  among  the 
several  States  which  compose  the  Confederacy. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  deep  Respect  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  humble  Servant 

P.  Lewis, 

Gouv'r  Morris. 

P.  S.    Mr.  Duer  is  now  on  Business  at  the  Board  of  War  where- 
fore he  hath  not  an  Opportunity  of  seeing  this  Letter. 
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[So.  1685.] 

ANOTHER  INDIAN  RAID. 

The  Entire  Brooks  Family  of  Eleven  Captured— One  Man  KtOed 

and  Scalped. 

Sir,  Yesterday  morning  a  Little  after  Break  of  Day  a  Party  of 
the  Enemy  to  the  Number  of  about  Twenty  Indians  and  One 
McDonald,  a  Tory,  Ck>me  to  the  house  of  One  Brooks  and  Boshed 
in  and  took  the  whole  famaly  Prisoners  to  the  Number  of  Eleyen, 
and  there  was  One  man  Joseph  Hubbard,  by  name,  who  made  his 
Escape  through  a  window  whom  they  Shot  at  and  wounded  in 
the  Shoulder  and  took  like  a  Prisner — and  Plundered  the  Honse 
of  Every  thing  of  any  Value  that  was  in  it  and  then  set  fire  to 
the  house — and  after  they  took  the  Prisners  Some  Distance  from 
the  house  they  Examined  them  very  Strictly  about  the  Strength 
of  the  Guards — how  they  were  Provided  with  amunition  and 
their  Posture  of  Defence — which  they  Seem'd  to  make  light  of 
and  Said  that  they  wou'd  Soon  Consume  the  whole  Place — After 
which  they  let  Old  Mr.  Brooks  and  his  wife  and  One  of  his  Daogh- 
ters  and  Two  Children  She  had,  and  his  Daughter  in  law,  Hub- 
herd's  wife,  Return — who  happened  to  Come  time  Enough  to  Put 
out  the  fire — and  brought  Inteligence  to  this  Post  (for  it  was 
about  Two  miles  from  here)  to  Capt'n  Jackson  (for  it  happened 
I  was  not  there  at  that  time  tho'  I  Came  in  the  afternoon).    There 
was  a  Party  Sent  in  Pursuit  of  them  in  the  afternoon  who  fol- 
lowed their  Tracks  untill  they  found  the  Corps  of  the  wounded 
man — who  they  Inhumanly  murtbered   and  Scalped — and  then 
Ileturiiod,  it  being  night — tbo  Prisners  tbey  took  with  them,  was 
Three  of  the  Old  nian-s  Children,  to  wit:  a  young  Girl  of  about  15 
years  of  age  and  Two  Boys  younger  &  Two  little  Girls  Children 
of  Said  Hubbard  the  One  ^  &  vVv^i  OW\^v  ?»  n^^t^  <^\^. 
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•-  M  Soout  Out  who  Discovered  that  they 

ill  the  woods  and  took  them  off. 

t'l*  of  men  at  Present  on  the  Oronnd  at  Both 

'»iu  Ninety.    I  have  wrote  to  Coll.  Woodhnl  and 

:«»r<.'  for  to  Send  Out  their  Classes  in  full.    From 

Srrv't 


Jacob  Newkerk.* 


Aug  St  the  21st  1778. 
John  Cantine. 


[No.  16gfe.] 
^  Clothing  Wanted  for  Four  New  York  State  Regiments. 
pn  of  Cloathing  wanted  for  the  4  New  York  Regiments 
\.rmy  at  WTiite  Plains.    21st  Aug't  1778. 
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[  Henry  Esqr.  Commissary  of  Cloathing  for  the  State  of 
Fork. 

ase  to  deliyer  to  the  Order  of  the  Officers  commanding 
four  Regiments  respectively  the  different  Articles  of 
mentioned  in  the  above  Return  agreable  thereto  for 
f  said  Regiments  and  in  Case  of  Deficiency  in  that  Pro- 
Given  at  Poughkeepsie  21st  Day  of  Aug't  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

*See  pages  €^^997. 
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[No.  1687.] 

THE  COMMISSARY  DEPARTMENT  IN  TROUBLE.  ' 

The  Cost  of  the  Average  Ration  Far  in  Excess  of  the  Price  FiiH 
hy  the  Legislature — Oovemor  Clinton^s  Comment. 

Hank  2l8t  Ang't  \Tl%, 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  Sorrey  that  I  am  Under  the  NesBeeity  of  trouble^ 
ing  your  Excellency  at  this  time.    In  my  Last  I  mentioned  to  yoa 
that  Lieut.  Dirck  Wesbrouck  had  Exccepted  to  act  as  ComniisarT 
to  the  Detatchment  Under  my  Command;  Mr.  Wesbrouck  hare- 
ing  Laid  on  the  frunteers  at  Asshokan  with  a  Detatchment  cot  of 
my  Regim't,  and  was  oblidged  to  furnish  them  with  provisions,  he 
whent  to  Mr.  Sands  the  Day  Before  yesterday  to  get  his  accounts 
audited;  the  Sum  he  had  Exspended  for  the  provisions  Exceded, 
what  is  allowed  By  the  Legislature  per  Day  In  Lew  of  Rations, 
and,  therefore,  Cold  Not  pay  him;  he  then  Informed  Mr.  Sands 
that  he  was  Ingage  to  Supply  the  Detatchment  Under  my  Com- 
mand and  that  he  was  affraid  he  whould  Not  Be  able  to  furnish 
provision  at  that  Rate,  and  of  Consequence  Came  to  me  Last 
Night  and  told  me  he  Could  Not  Suply  me  any  Longer  at  that 
Risque,  Unless  I  whold  keep  him  Indamnified.     I  Immediately 
made  up  what  a  Ration  whould  amount  at  the  Rate  I  had  Bought 
for  ye  party  at  Hunk,  found   that  it  Did   Not   Quite  amount  X^^ 
three  Shilling  a  Ration  provided  I  was  admited  to  Sell  the  hide^ 
But  as  I  had  Been  informed  By  Coll.  Newkark  that  the  Beaf  ^ 
Peenpack  and  Mini-Sinck  Could  Not  Be  had  So  Cheap,  as  we  ha^ 
Bought  for  the  party  at  Hunk,  I  therefore,  thought  it  Not  Saf" 
for  me  to  promise,  and  trust  to  the  Legislature  for  pay.     I  the^ 
Called  upon  Johannis  J.  Hardenbergh,  David  Bevier  and  othe- 
Near  me,  and  askt  them  if  they  whould  Ingage  with  me  to  kee:^ 
the  Commissary  Indamnified;  they  Said  they  whold  till  Such  tin»-^ 
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as  I  Coald  have  year  Excellency's  opinion  or  advice  about  it; 

hoping  Tou  will  assist  and  guide  os  if  Nessesary,  for  ye  price  of 

Provision  are  Dayly  advancing.    I  am  well  Satisfid,  that  if  I  am 

able  to  make  it  Honld  this  month,  I  Can  Not  ye  Next. 

I  have  this  morning  Received  accounts  from  Peenpack  that 

Seventeen  Indians  and  tones,  have  tacken  8ix  men  and  Some 

women;  the  women  they  toock  to  the  great  pond,  and  there  Stript 

them  and  Sent  them  Back.    1  Can  Not  Learn  weather  the  men 

tacken,  are  Inhabitants  or  of  the  guard;  the  account  I  have  is 

Very  Imperfect;  Said  to  have  Come  By  a  men  who  Came  from 

Peenpack  to  Hamacoting  with  his  wagon  which  makes  me  Doubt 

at  the  truth  thereof;  this  moment  I  Received  Intelligence  from 

great  Shandakan  that  the  few  friends  we  had  at  Packatackan  are 

Cheafly  Come  Down,  Left  many  of  their  affects  Behind  them,  and 

are  Desireous  to  have  a  guard  to  go  and  fetch  them,  which  I  have 

directed  to  go  with  order  to  fetch  Down  our  friend  and  affects,  as 

also  the  tories  and  their  affects  if  possible,    of  Dear  Sir  your 

Very  Hum'e  Ser't 

John  Cantine. 
To  Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  to  fetch  Down  the  grain  from  Papacton  Cannot  well  Be 

affected,  that  at  Packatacken  I  will  Indeavour  to  Get,  If  I  Can 

Do  it.  In  Short,  or  Else  Destroy  it,  for  as  I  am  Informed  our 

friend  Do  Not  Exspect  to  Save  theirs  as  the  Road  Cannot  Be  used 

with  teems. 


Poughkeepsie  22d  Aug't  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  yours  of  yesterday. 
I  am  unhappy  to  learn  that  you  meet  with  any  Difficulties  in  sup- 
plying your  Troops  and  particularly  so  when  I  reflect  on  the 
Cause.    Where  will   Extortion   End?    What   have  we   not   to 
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dread  from  it?  More  I  am  perswaded  than  from  the  Arms  of  our 
Common  Enemy.  Tou  have  seen  the  Law  impowering  me  to 
pay  &  subsist  the  Militia  called  into  actual  Service;  you  know 
the  Bate  at  which  the  Legislature  have  fixed  a  Ration  &  that  was 
esteemed  extravagantly  high ;  beyond  this  I  have  no  Power.  All 
I  can  promise  is  to  lay  the  Accounts  which  may  accrue  for  De- 
ficiences  before  the  Legislature  at  their  nexrt  meeting  &  point  oat 
the  Necessity  of  the  Services  &  the  Propriety  of  making  provis- 
sion  for  discharging  them.    This  I  will  do. 

I  begg  that  your  Scouting  Parties  &  Guards  may  be  vigilant  & 
thereby  prevent  Surprize.  The  Affair  you  mention  at  Peenpack 
if  true  shews  the  Necessity  of  this.  The  Enemy  to  the  West- 
ward under  Butler  &  Brandt  are  distressed  for  Provission  which 
shews  the  propriety  of  removing  or  destroying  that  on  Delaware. 

Yours  sincerely. 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Cantine. 


[No.  1688.] 
Association  of  Exempts  on  Cortlandt  Manor. 
We  the  Assocators,  agreeabe  to  the  militia  Law  of  this  8twt-» 
maid  and  provided  for,  the  aasociators  will  Severally  on  all  o<5'" 
casions  obay  the  respective  officers  that  we  Shall  nominate  an^ 
the  Councel  of  a  Pintement  shall  apint  and  Commesion,  and  wil!^ 
in  Cases  of  Invasion  or  Incursions  of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrections-  - 
march  to  repel  the  Enemy  or  Suppress  Such  Insurrections  in  th^ 
Like  manner  as  the  Enrolled  militia  air  Compelled  to  Do,  So  tha^ 
we  Shall  not  when  Called  out,  be  annexed  to  aney  other  Beiff" 
ment  or  Compney,  or  be  under  any  other  offisers  then  our  ow^7 
when  on  gard  or  pickett. 
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^  U'livan,  Joseph  Osburn,  Moses  Hadden, 
rhan  Jones,  Benoni  Grav. 
!tr  Subscribers  Exempts  of  ye  Manor 
e  of  Mr.  Joshua  King,  in  America  in 
lid  agreeable  to  the  Melitia  Law  of  the 
ve  chosen  the  Persons  under  Named  to 
to  ye  Law  of  the  Melitia. 
'.'apt.,  Benj.  Jones,  1  Leiut.,  Moses  Haddeu,  2 
-.  Ensign. 
au  Joseph  Osburn,  Benjamin  Jones,  Moses  Had  den, 
l>enoni  Gray,  Nathan  Jones,  Ezek'l  Hyatt,  Obediah 
lijah  Lee,  Josiah   Ingersoll,  Peter  Carnon,  Abraham 
ihn  Vredenburgh  Junior,  Andrew  Brown,  Justus  Wheel- 


[No.  1689.] 

XichoIa8   Couicenhoven  Offers   to  Advance  Specie  to  New   York 
Prisoners  of  War  at  New  Utrecht. 

New  Utreght  23  August  1778. 

May  it  Please  Your  Exeelleneey,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  Inform 

Ton  that  Daily  many  Inconveniencies  arise  to  the  OflScers  Now 

Prisoners  on  Parole  here  for  Want  of  Hard  money.    In  Order  to 

Bemove  the  Same  I  take  this  Method  to  Inform  You  that  I  am 

Willing  to  procure  for  the  Prisoners  of  the  State  of  New  York 

Bach  a  Sum  of  Money  as  You  may  think  Nessessary,  and,  accord- 

ingly,  if  yon  Should  approve  &  think  the  Same  CouTenient,  Shall 

accept  answer  and  pay  of  any  Draught  that  your  Exeelleneey 

may  be  pleased  to  Draw  on  me  for  that  Purpose.    I  have  Since 

tlie  Begining  of  those  Times  already  advanced  upwards  of  Seven 

Hundred  pounds  to  &  for  the  different  Prisoners  which  have 
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Been  here  and  have  always  done  Every  thing  in  my  Power  to 
Relieve  the  Distress'd  part  of  mankind  in  every  Respect  what- 
ever. Therefore,  if  it  'Should  Not  Suit  You  to  Draw  on  me,  If  I 
Could  have  the  Least  assurance  of  your  Countenancing  me 
therein  Shall  with  Pleasure  advance  them  or  to  Mr.  L.  Pintard 
for  them  Such  Sums  of  money  as  Shall  or  may  be  Stipulated  bj 
you  for  the  Officers  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Even  a  Verbal 
Messuage  of  a  Trusty  Person  with  whom  I  was  acquainted 
Should  be  Complyed  with.  After  my  Comp'ts  I  remain  with  the 
greatest  Esteem  Your  Excellencey-s.Most  Ob't  &  Very  Humble 

Serv't 

Nich'g  Conwenhoven. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  of  State  of  New  York, 


[No.  1690.] 

Oovemor  Clinton   Approves   of  the  RaMng   of  a   Company  iU 
Northeast  for  Protection  Affainat  Rdtibers. 

To  his  Excellency  Oeorge  Clinton  Esqr.  Grovemor  of  the  State 
of  New  York  General  and  Commander  in  Cheif  of  all  the  Militia 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
parts  of  the  County  of  Dutchess  and  Southern  Parts  of  the  Manor 
of  Livingston  Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Several  of  the  well  affected  and  most  Loyal  Inhabitants 

in  the  Neighbourhood  of  vour  Petitioners  have  been  dispoiled 

and  plundered  of  all  their  arms  and  great  Part  of  their  Readj 

money  cloaihing  and  valuable  Effects  by  a  Gang  of  Robbers  pre- 

^«  to  be  Subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  to  act 

authority. 

Pel\l\o\ii*r%  \ia\^*  \^oA?i^\i  \q  Vi^Ue^e  Crom  the  Confet- 
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sions  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  who  have  been  apprehended 
that  the  Said  Robbers  are  Secreted  and  Concealed  by  the  dis- 
affected Inhabitants  and  that  many  others  are  deterred  from 
making  any  Discorerys  to  the  Civil  or  military  authority  by  the 
Threats  of  the  said  Robbers  of  burning  their  houses  and  destroy- 
ing their  property. 

Your  Petitioners  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  notwithstanding  Parties  of  the  militia  have  been  frequently 
called  out  and  almost  the  whole  of  Coll.  Graham's  Regiment  with 
Several  Voluntiers  from  Coll.  Hopkins's  were  for  Several  days 
Ranging  the  woods  and  endeavouring  to  discover  and  apprehend 
them  none  of  the  Robbers  were  taken  by  them,  owing  as  your 
Petitioners  conceive,  to  there  not  being  a  body  of  men  in  Readi- 
ness to  pursue  them  immediately  after  the  facts  were  Committed 
and  to  the  great  Quantity  of  uncultivated  and  mountanous  Land 
in  the  Neighbourhood  where  they  Secrete  themselves. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  conceiving  it  very  Improbable  that 
any  of  them  will  be  apprehended  unless  a  Company  of  men  be 
raised  for  that  Express  purpose,  humbly  pray  that  your  Excel- 
lency wou'd  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Raising  a  Company  of  about 
thirty  men,  under  the  Command  of  a  prudent  active  and  vigilant 
oflBcer,  to  continue  in  Service  for  Such  time  as  your  Excellency 
shall  think  proper,  to  the  Raising  and  Compleating  of  which  your 
Petitioners  will  give  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

And  your  Petitioners  Shall  ever  Pray. 

Jon'th  Landon,  Will'm  Stewart,  Lewis  Graham,  Augustin 
Graham,  John  White,  Benjamin  Van  Luven,  Ceonrod  Smith, 
John  Wiltse,  Jacob  Weuer,  Jonathan  Darling,  Jehiel  Ferris,  John 
Schermerhorn,  Edw'd  Kently,  Jonathkn  Britton,  Benyamen 
Kneckerbaker,  John  Knickerbacker,  William  Millee,  Benjamin 
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Knickerbacker,    William    Merifield,    Morris    Graham,    Andrii 
Stickel,  And.  Bostwick,  Ebe'r  Husted,  Silas  Hasted,  Jocob  Pol- 

ver,  Maeckel  Polver,  Jacob  Deeker,  Charles ,  Simon  Milli*, 

John  Kilmor,  John  Strever,  Isaac  Vanluven,  Thos.  Grant,  Job 

Swift. 

North  East  Precinct  August  15th  1778. 


Poughkeepsie  23d  Ang't  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  the  Petitions  subscribed  by  you  &  your 
Neighbours,  requesting  that  a  Company  of  thirty  Men  may  be 
raised  for  assisting  the  Civil  Authority  in  the  Protection  of  the 
Inhabitants  against  the  Robers  who  infect  that  Part  of  the 
Country.    I  am  willing  they  shoud  be  indulged  in  their  Request 
&  as  far  as  the  Money  allowed  by  the  Legislature  for  paying  & 
subsisting  the  Militia  called  into  actual  Service  will  enable  me, 
after   fulfilling   Prior   Engagements,    I    will    grant   them  Con- 
tinental pay  &  Subsistance.    Not  being  authorized  by  Law  I  can- 
not give  them  any  other  Encouragem't.    The  Men  ought  to  be 
raised  for  some  certain  Time  &  not  particularly  confined  to  this 
Service  as  the  Necessity  of  it  may  cease  &  they  may  be  wanted 
for  other  State  Service.     Doct'r  Miller  informs  me  that  you  pro- 
pose  Capt.  Talmage  to  Command  this  Party  whom  I  much  ap- 
prove and  I  woud  propose  Lieut.  Wood  who  has  already  inliated 
five  Men  &  is  now  at  the  Goals  in  Amenia  as  the  other  Oflflcer 
Especially  as  a  small  Guard  must  be  always  kep  there  for  the 
Security  of  the  Goals  &  such  Prisoners  as  may  be  confined  there. 
You  can  set  about  raising  the  M(»n  as  soon  as  you  pU-ase  when 
compleated  I  will  give  the  Ofiicer  his  Instructions.     I  am  Sir 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
CoJo.  Langdon. 
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[No.  1691.] 

Colonel  Peter  Tan  Ness  Looks  with  lU  Favor  upon  the  Raising  of 
an  Exempt  Regiment  Within  his  Precinct. 

Olaverack  August *24th  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  luformed  &  but  very  Lately  That  your  Excellencey 
had  Given  Incourigment  For  Appointing  a  Set  of  Peild  &  other 
officers  within  the  Limits  of  my  Bagi'nt  and  That  of  (DoUo.  Whit- 
ing's, to  Take  Command  of  a  Bigiment  Associated  Exempts 
within  Said  Limits  provided  They  Do  Associate  to  the  number 
of  200  or  Even  150  men.  I  have  Sent  a  Bequest  to  Captain  Joel 
Pratt  to  Furnish  me  with  a  Coppy  of  the  Associaters  names  of 
Those  within  my  l^giment.  Should  my  Bequest  be  Befufied 
which  I  EJxpect  It  will,  in  that  Case,  I  must  beg  your  Excellencey 
to  Delay  the  matter,  untill  I  Can  be  favoured  with  a  Copy  From 
your  Excellencey  whenever  Their  Associationfi  are  Beturned  to 
your  Excellency.  I  have  Beason  to  Suspect  That  a  Number  of 
my  Bigiment  of  Militia  have  Associated  Themselves  with  the 
Exempts  without  which  I  Cannot  Immagine  That  the  Number 
Even  of  150  men  Can  be  Baised  within  the  Before  Mentioned 
Limits. 

The  Same  Suspision  prevails  with  Collo.  Wm.  B:  Whiting  who 
has  Bequested  me  also  to  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellencey 
That  he  might  be  Furnished  with  a  Coppy  of  the  names  of  Those 
who  have  Associated  themselves  within  the  Limits  of  his  Bigi- 
ment. I  am  with  perfect  Esteem  &  Sincerity.  Your  Excel- 
lencey's  Most  Obedient  &  Very  Hum'e  Servant 

Peter  Van  Ness. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  1692.] 

EBENEZER  RUSSELL  PROTESTS. 

Against   the   Proposition   to   Offer  Amnesty   to   Tories — Oocemor 

Clmtoti^^s  Reply. 

New  Perth  Charloote  County  Ang^t  17th  1778. 
Worthy  Sir,  I  am  very  Sory  that  I  have  occation  to  wright  To 
your  Excellency  upon  the  following  Subject,  but  the  Duty  I  ongh 
to  my  Country  in  genaral  and  to  This  State  In  Patieular,  Con- 
strains me  to  lay  before  you  Excel'y  the  following  Grevences:  I 
am  Inform'd  that  there  is  an  act  Past  Granting  free  Padon  and 
Indemnification  to  all  Torye  within  this  State  upon  their  Taking 
an  oath  of  fidelity  theirto  without  any  Destingtion  to  their  Crimes; 
how  far  This  act  may  be  Conflistant  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution I  am  unable  to  Say,  But  I  am  Sure  it  will  Cause  a  Grate 
Deel  of  Deficulty  and  Disatisfaction  In  this  Part  of  the  State. 
I  am  far  from  Sensureing  any  body  of  men  acting  under  athoraty, 
but  I  belive  it  has  bin  Partly  oughing  to  a  Rong  Representation 
of  the  Crimefi  Commited  by  these  villins;  many  of  them  In  this 
County  have  Don  their  l^eBt  Indevours  to  In  Slave  our  Country 
by  assisting  our  Enimy  against  us;  taking  up  arms  with  them; 
Painting  them  Selfe  like  the  Indiane  of  whom  they  are  most  like; 
going  out  In  Scouts  and  Impresning  our  Subjects;  Driving  of 
their  Cattle  to  the  Enimy;  Plundering  all  they  Could  find  in  our 
houses  after  we  had  left  them;  Swareing  Revenge  against  us. 
Many  of  whom  whare  Incluad  In  the  Capatulation.    I  Dont  De 
sine  to  Retaleate  with  them,  but  that  a  line  of  Justis  may  be 
drawn  betwin  us  and  them;  methinks  I  hear  the  blod  of  those 
Noble  men  who  fell  a  Prey  to  these  unhuman  villins,  Crying  alou^ 
for  Justis;  but  if  Those  that  hold  the  Rains  of  Goverment  will  Not 
as[>ouse  their  Cause,  I  fear  they  will  bring  a  more  heavy  Judg 
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ment  upon  the  Land  and  cause  the  Generation  vet  unborn  to  Le- 
nient the  misconduct  of  their  forefathers  In  Not  Revenging  the 
Blood  of  those  Noble  marters  who  fell  a  Prey  In  defence  of  our 
Country,     from  your  most  obediant  humbl.  Serv't 

Ebe'r  Russell. 

P.  S.    A  line  from  your  Excellency  would  be  Recev'd  with  grate 
Hespect  afi  the  People  in  thifi  country  are  very  uncfiy. 

To  hig  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


Poughkeepsie  24th  Augt  1778. 

Sir,    I  have  received  yonr  Letter  of  the  17th  Inst,  by  Capt. 

Bams.    There  Is  an  Act  (passd  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislature) 

preecribing  a  Test  to  Persons  of  neutral  &  equivocal  Charecters 

and  on  their  Refusal  to  take  it,  subjecting  them  to  Banishment, 

making  their  Return  in  the  State  Misprison  of  Treason.    This 

Act  doefi  not  apply  to  persons  who  have  actualy  been  found  in 

Arms  ag't  their  Country,  neither  does  it  operate  as  a  Pardon  Jor 

■Bjij  Offence  committed  by  the  Persons  to  whom  the  Test  may  be 

administred.    It  is  not,  you  may  rest  assured  calculated  to  favour 

but  to  punish  the  disafected.    I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Ebeneezer  Russell  Esqr. 


[No.  1«93.] 

THE  MIUTIA  VERY  BACKWARD. 

iJtneml  Ten  Broech  Out  of  AU  Patience— Commissions  for  Eight 

Regiments  in  His  Brigade. 

Albany  24th  August  1778. 

Sir,  Col.  Benfion's  letter  of  the  17th  Instant  with  8  Packages 

«dd  to  Contain  Commissions  for  8  Regiments  in  this  Brigade  I 
44 
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ye  furnished  ab't  130  men,  not  Exceeding  20  men  have 

led;  from  Kinderhook  Regt.  only  ab't  10  men;  I  am  out  of 

tience.    It  hurts  me  to  see  bo  great  a  Backwardness.   I  have 

ig  material  from  the  western  Frontiers,  at  Present  all  seems 

Quiet  in  that  Quarter. 

th  great  Esteem  I  Remain  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

)le  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 

Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1694.] 

Weed  and  Benjamin  and  John  Booth  Refuse  the  Oaih  of 
Allegiance. 

New  Tork  Ss, 

I  Excellency  George  Clinton  Bsqulre  GoTemor  of  the  State  of  New  York  General 
amander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  nafy  of  the  same, 
'suance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  entitled  **  An  Act  more  eCTect- 
to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  example  of  persona  of 
ocal  and  Suspected  Characters  in  this  State  "  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Excel- 
tiat  Israel  Wood,  Benjamin  Booth  and  John  Booth  of  Orange  County  Harlng 
y  appeared  before  us  and  being  respectlrely  by  us  tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said 
tained  did  respectlrely  refuse  the  same,  and  that  unless  your  Excellency  Shall 
*oper  to  deUln  them  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  for  any  of  the  subjects 
SUte  in  the  power  of  the  Enemy  we  shall  cause  them  Respectlrely  to  be  re- 
to  some  place  within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

Com.  E.  Wynkoop  Jr.  Robt.  Harpur,  Peter  Cantine,  Jur.,  Commissioners. 
eepBie  August  24th  1778. 


[No.  1695.] 
Commissary  of  Clothing  Curtenius  Files  a  Repwrt. 

Wall  Kill  Aug't  25th  1778. 
Inclosed  is  a  Return  of  what  clothes  I  have  given  out  to 
rs  to  make,  &  what  are  cut  out  &  remain  on  hand.  I  find 
•ry  difficult  to  get  tajlors  to  work  at  the  Clothes  &  Shoe- 
rs  to  work  at  the  Shoes,  Except  I  could  procure  Exemptions 
Militia  duty  for  them  during  the  time  they  are  actually  em- 
i,    If  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  Itk^^^t  TafeX.^ 
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give  such  Exemptions  to  persons  employed  by  me  in  the  poblic 

Service  it  would  Expedite  the  work  much.     I  am  with  respect 

S'r  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Peter  T.  Curtenioa. 
His  Excell'y  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


Suits      of 

Suite     of 

Shirta  Riven 

Shirts  flnUht 

Suits     of 

Hides  In 

Shoes   4 

Clothes  COD- 

Clothes  cut 

out  to  make 

of  those 

Clothes  fln- 

tb« UUm 

sIsekiBCB 

sistiiiKof 

out  A,  Be- 

A   wiU    be 

giren  out 

Uht 

k,  wUlbe 

coats  Vests 

rn  ai'fc  on 

all  in  by  the 

taken  oat 

liVd    ii 

6t  Breeches 

hand   un- 

25 Sept. 

in    nboot 

bj  tks 

Given     out 

made    for 

a  month 

Sapsr- 

to  make 

want     of 
Tajlors 

TisoSrs 

1400^ 
•tock'Ks 

533 

487 

485 

136 

None     - 

265 

mtpskSsi 

Hunting  Shirts  Overhalls  Hatts  &  blankets  are  not  in  Store 
nor  have  I  orders  or  Cash  in  hand  to  purchase  them.  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Supervisors  to  deliver  in  the  Shoes  &  Stockings  as 
soon  as  possible,  &  have  also  advertized  it  in  the  pablic  papers 
— but  not  a  pr  as  yet  have  come  in. 

The  above  is  a  True  return 

Aug't  25  1778. 

Peter  T.  Curtenius. 


[No.  1696.] 

Zehulon  Wallbridge^  of  Dutchess,  and  Richard  Harison,  of  Ulster 
County,  Refuse  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

SUte  of  New  Tork  Sa, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  QoTernor  Qt  the  State  of  New  Tork  QenerAJ 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  nary  of  the  same. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  Act  more  effect- 
"  u&Ily  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  example  persons  <^ 
*'  EquiTocal  and  Suspected  Characters  in  this  State  "  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Excej- 
lency  that  Zebulon  Wallbridge  of  Dutchess  County  and  Richa,rd  Hariaon  Eaqulre  of 
Ulster  County,  having  severally  appeared  before  us  and  being  respectirely  by  ns  tecdcrfd 
the  nath  in  the  said  act  contained  did  respectively  refuse  the  same,  and  that  unless  joor 
Excellency  Sh&ll  think  proper  to  detain  them  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  ftk^ 
any  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  in  the  power  of  the  Enemy  we  shall  cause  them  R%^ 
spectirely  to  be  remoTed  to  some  place  within  the  Enemy's  Hnes. 

Robt.  Harpur,  Peter  Cantine,  Jur.  Zepha.  P!att,   CommluiODtrv 
Po ufhkeepiie  August  26th  171%. 
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[No.  1697.] 
Oeorge  Anderson  Seeks  His  Stolen  Mare. 

Poughkeepsie  Aug't  26th  1778. 
Gent.  George  Anderson,  who  lately  made  his  Escape  from 
Captivity,  has  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r  &  acquainted 
him  that  the  Party  under  your  Command  had  taken  his  Mare 
from  Papapunk  &  that  she  is  to  be  exposed  to  sale  with  several 
others  on  Fryday  next,  &  requested  of  his  Excellency  an  Order 
that  she  may  be  delivered  to  him  again  as  he  is  much  distressed 
for  the  want  of  her. 

His  Excellency,  therefore,  has  directed  me  in  his  name,  to  re- 
quest that  you  cause  the  mare  to  be  delivered  to  him  on  his  mak- 
ing application  for  her.    I  am  &c. 


To  Capt.  Van  Kuren  &  Capt.  Nicolls. 


Bobt.  Benson,  A.  D.  C. 


[No.  1698.] 
Commissary  John  Henry's  Returns  of  Clothing  at  Shatoa/ngunk. 
A  Return  of  the  Cloathing  in  Store. 


Whiter 
Brown 
Shirts 

147 


Rotten  Sh^p 
Skin  Breeche« 


89 


Under 
Vests 


7« 


Damag'd 
Shoes 


18 


Dsmair'd  dc 

half  worn 

Hose 

127 

The  abore 
w<»ro  U«*liv'd 
in  Store  by  the 
CouDty  Com- 
mittee in  1777 


Fiailors 
Bonnets 


18 


Oreralla 
A,  Frocks 


N.  B.  in 
the  above 

qnanty 
Is  1  Frock 


Old 
Blankets 
Damag'd 


There  is  also  in  Store  a  Tent  &  13  Tent  bags;  2  Pieces  blue 
Frize  which  will  make  18  Vests;  2  Pieces  &  16  or  17  Yds.  narow 
Linen;  also  a  quantity  mitts;  13  or  14  Yds.  thin  Narow  Dowlas. 
^he  above  pieces  of  Frize  &  Linen  Mr.  Curt^mxx^  -^yW  ^^\^\. 
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for  Linings.    He  has  had  from  me  out  of  the  Store:   4  Pieces 

oznabrigs  &  18  Pieces  Narow  Dowlas. 

John  Henry. 

Shawangunck  26th  Aug't  1778. 


[No.  1699.] 
Colonel  W.  B.  Whiting  Intercedes  for  Culprits. 

Kings  Destrict  Aug't  26: 1778. 
Honr'd  Sir,  I  am  Desired  by  a  Number  of  the  Respectable  \st 
habitants  of  Kings  Destrict  &  in  their  Behalf  to  acquaint  yon  of 
the  State  &  Circumstances  of  the  men  that  were  fin'd  by  the 
Court  Martial ;  that  they  as  a  Body  have  always  been  free  & 
Willing  to  go  in  the  defence  of  their  Country;  that  they  haie 
been  ever  since  the  War  so  repeatedly  Called  out  into  actual 
service;  that  some  of  them  are  reduced  to  the  most  Endigent  Cir 
cumstances  not  having  any  Provision  but  what  thej  Labour  for, 
as  their  Wages  will  not  go  far  to  purches,  they  think  the  men, 
notwithstanding  gilty  and  deserve  to  be  punished;  yet  as  many 
of  the  Offenders  have  not  a  single  Dollar  to  help  themselves  or 
family  (Scarcely),  it  will  Discourage  them  from  the  Service,  as 
it  will  drive  them  to  the  greatest  Distress;  they  think  that  if  the 
men  can  be  Pardoned  &  the  Law  Vindicated  the  Offenders  in 
General  have  such  a  vew  of  their  crime,  they  will  not  again  trans- 
gress; but  as  the  Gentlemen  who  bare  this  Letter  will  inform 
you  more  fully  of  the  Matter,  shall  conclude,  adding  that  if,  it 
can  be  Consistant  with  the  Law  to  have  them  pardoned,  I  think 
it  will  be  Expedient  at  this  time  to  do  it,  but  submit  the  Matter 
to  your  Superior  wisdom,  &  Remain  your  Honoris  Humble  Ser- 
vant 

W.  B.  Whiting. 
To  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 
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[No.  1700.] 

Colonel   John   Harper   Writes    Oovemor   Clinton   in   Regard    to 
Volunteers  and  Suffewrs  in  the  Mohawk  Valley. 

Cochnewago  August  the  27  1778. 
Sir,  Agreeabell  to  your  Desire,  I  proseded  with  Colo.  Butler 
who  is  at  Scoharey;  the  volintters  that  I  mentined  to  your  Excel- 
lencey  are  Classed  with  the  Rest  of  the  molity  [militia];  as  I  had 
Qo  pirtikler  order  from  your  Excellencey  for  Raising  of  them  I 
bave  yet  one  Companey  under  the  Comand  of  my  Brother  Alex 
that  are  Now  with  Colonell  Butler  who  are  imployed  as  gides. 
I  Can  Rais  more  volenteers,  but  as  I  have  no  orders  from  you, 
the  ofesers  pay  no  Respect  to  their  ingagements,  as  I  have  noth- 
ing to  Show  for  my  Conduct.  I  am  now  at  a  grait  loss  for  a  few 
lines  of  instrutions  from  your  Excellency.  Shall  Be  under  the 
disagreeabell  Nesisaty  of  Staying  at  home.  I  took  three  Indins 
with  me  to  Scoharey  and  all  that  I  have  Seen  are  willing  to  Joyn 
me  on  the  oeation;  their  is  a  number  of  the  Catell  brought  of 
from  the  froonteers  who  are  the  property  of  thos  persons  that 
wair  in  arms  last  year  and  ware  Beferd  to  a  tryall  at  Law  for 
their  Lives  and  propertys  By  the  Counsell  of  Safty  September 
last.  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  Send  a  few  lines  Consern- 
ing  that  mater  as  their  propertys  wair  Continewed  with  them  by 
the  Comifisoners  of  Soquestration  untiU  they  Should  bave  their 
tryall;  the  Cas  is  truly  Deplorabell  with  maney  of  those  peopel 
whos  Catell  are  Drove  of,  who  have  potitined  for  aid  and  find  Dis- 
tress.   I  am  Sir  with  Respect  Your  moet  obedient  and  Humbell 

Strvent 

John  Harper. 
To  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
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[No.  1701.] 

Washington  Orders  Captain  Colston  in  Custody  in  Consequence  of 
an  Affray  with  Mr.  Van  Tassel. 

Head  Quarters  27th  Aug'st  177& 
Sir,  His  Excellency  has  received  yours  of  this  date,  informing 
him  of  the  unlucky  fray  between  Captain  Colston  and  an  inhab- 
itant, [Mr.  Van  Tassel]  by  which  the  latter  is  dangerously  woond- 
ed.  Should  the  wound  prove  mortal,  the  civil  authority  of  the 
State  will  undoubtedly  demand  a  trial,  and  should  the  offender 
not  be  found  to  answer  the  charge  they  would  with  reason  com- 
plain. His  Excellency,  therefore,  desires  that  Capt.  Colstoft 
should  be  put  into  safe  custody,  in  such  manner  as  suits  an  oflt- 
cer  of  his  rank,  until  the  fate  of  the  wounded  man  is  determined. 

I  am  Sir  &c. 

Tench  Tilghman* 
Brig'r  Oenl.  Muhlenberg. 

Copy. 


[No.  1702.] 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE  BROOKS  FAMILY. 

Colonel   Cantine  Brings   Charges  of  Cowardice  Against  Several 

Militia  Oflloers. 

Marbletown  Aug't  28  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  The  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  I  Received  the  twenty  Sec- 
ond Instant  of  Colo.  Newkark*  from  whence  it  appears  that  the 
affair  of  Peenpack  mentioned  in  my  Last  is  true,  I  also  had  In- 
formations of  the  Unsoldierly  Beheavour  of  the  troops  at  them 
posts,  wliicli  Caused  my  Going  their  to  Inquire  into  the  matter, 
wich  haveiiig  Done  I  found  that  also  to  Be  true,  Capt.  Miller, 
of  ("olo.  lleatliorn's  Keginft,  liaveing  aveeuated  his  post,  on  the 
freevilous  Report  that  two  Indians  haveing  Been  Seen  By  some 

•See  i>a%«B  %"%-^ia. 
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of  his  Scouts,  which  had  Been  out  a  few  miles  into  the  woods, 
he  went  of  in  Such  a  Hurrey,  as  to  Leave  his  Bread  in  the  oven 
and  his  Beef  in  the  well.  Notwithstanding  he  was  in  a  fort 
which  with  the  men  he  had  in  it  might  In  my  opinion  Have  Been 
Defended  against  five  Hundred  men,  Lieut.  Tryon,  of  Colo.  Elli- 
son's Regt.,  Hearing  that  the  Enemy  was  Back  of  Jacob  Dewitf  s 
mill  at  the  time  Mr.  Broock's  family  was  tacken,  Run  of,  Saying 
Every  man  for  him  Self  and  God  for  us  all,  and  went  of  with  the 
^eater  part  of  the  Company,  Not  Returning  till  the  Next  Day, 
<if  my  Information  is  Right);  the  Conduct  of  these  10  men  ap- 
peared So  Scandilous  that  I  Could  Not  avoid  Laying  them  under 
Errest  and  order  them  to  Repear  to  the  Court  martial  Held  at 
Ooshen  the  25  Instant.  The  guard  from  Shandakan  haveing 
fetch  Down  the  Inhabitant  of  Packatackan  with  Some  of  their 
Effects  Returned  on  the  Evening  of  the  26th  Instant.  Petter 
Hendricks  who  was  Left  their.  Came  Down  Immediately  after 
them  with  the  following  Information  that  Harmanis  Dumon  who 
was  going  to  his  place  at  Packatackan  meet  the  guard  Comeing 
from  there  about  five  miles  from  it.  Dumon  preceeded  on  to  his 
tiouse,  Loaded  his  wagon  with  his  affects,  and  on  his  Return 
about  two  miles  from  his  house  was  shot  through  the  Belly. 
Petter  Hendricks  further  Says,  that  their  was  two  Hundred  of 
the  Enemy  and  the  few  Cattle  that  Seame  to  have  Been  Left  was 
4U1  tacken  of, — as  the  time  of  Capt.  Conklen  (who  Lays  at  that 
post)  of  Colo.  Hasbrouck's  Regim't  is  Exspired  to  Day  and  No 
Belief  is  yet  Come  to  that  place,  I,  with  the  advice  of  Coll.  Paw- 
ling, Called  Some  of  my  own  Regim't  to  fetch  Down  Dumon  as 
well  as  to  Distroy  ye  provision  on  that  place  agreeable  to  your 
•of  the  22d  of,  Sir,  Your  affectionate  friend  &  Hum'e  Ser't 
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P.  S.  Their  are  None  of  Colo.  Wodhull  men  yet  on  the  gronnd 
at  Peenpack.  I  have  a  Small  Scout  to  Papacton  In  order  to  get 
Middagh  &  Bush  who  are  to  Return  on  Sunday  or  Monday  if  the; 
meet  with  No  misfortune.  The  Scout  who  was  Commanded  Bj 
Capt.  Nicoll  &  Capt.  Vancuren,  as  I  have  of  Late  Been  Informed, 
have  Not  acted  agreeable  to  orders,  haveing  plunder  in  Vew, 
more  then  the  good  of  their  Cuntry;  Befufie  to  Let  Andries  ban 
the  mare  which  many  of  them  In  my  hearing  promised  to  Bring 
Down  for  him. 


[No.  1703.] 

Certificate  of  Magistraslte  Samuel  Robinson  in  Regard  to  Oeriain 
Persons  Banished  from  Vermont. 

The  bearer,  Daniel  Marsh,  informed  me  that  he  is  an  Inhabit- 
ant of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  and  lived  in  Durrem,  thit 
after  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  he  removed  upon  his  farm,  in 
consequence  of  the  advice  he  heard  I  had  given  such  of  the  Peoj^ 
as  applied  to  me. 

This  may  certify  that  I  did  advise  the  Inhabitants  to  remain 
upon  their  Farms  as  the  Houses  that  were  abandoned  whare 
plundered  by  the  militia  in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  to  prevent  it 

Ar.  St.  Clear  Major. 
To  whom  it  may  concern,     subscribed  before  Abraham  Drake 
Cambridge  Albany  County. 

A  true  Copy  taken  before  me  this  22d  of  August  1778.  John 
Younglove  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Bennington  Aug't  29th  1778. 
State  of  Vermont. 

These  certify  that  Timothy  Bull,  Oliver  Colvin,  John  Phillip*, 

"^hiUips    &    3oVi\i   Y\\\\\v^%   ^w^^^    ^^^c^   ^feTAA^<sft  to 
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bfinishment  by  the  CommissionerSy  tho'  much  against  their  Wills 
(&  the  CammoDality)  who  were  under  my  care  before;  did 
apply  to  me  to  get  them  reprieved  from  that  Sentence  slb  they 
look  on  it  unjust,  but  were,  willing  to  be  under  any  proper  con- 
finement or  still  under  my  Care;  which  I  could  not  as  they  were 
sent  oflF  in  great  haste  as  I  suppose  for  fear  of  some  of  the  Sons 

of  Freedom  would  relieve  them. 

Samll.  Bobinfion,  Just.  Peace. 


[No.  1704.] 
Additions  to  the  Army  of  Tories. 

MtLj  it  please  your  Excellency,  In  Obedience  to  an  act  of  the  Legitlature  of  this  State 
entitled  *'  An  Act  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  miachlefB  arUins  from  the  Inflaence 
"  and  ezamiAe  of  persons  of  equirocal  and  suspected  characters  in  this  State  *'  We  notify 
your  Excellency  that  Lewis  McDonald,  Stephen  Baxter,  of  Bedford,  John  Oreen.  of  North 
CasUe,  Farmer,  Benjamin  Close,  of  Salem,  ft  James  Banks,  of  Middle  Patent  being  Per- 
sons of  neutral  ft  equlTocaC  characters  as  described  in  the  said  Act,  belns  sererally  by 
us  tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said  Act,  contained,  respectiToly  refused  to  take  the  8ame» 
And  that  unless  Your  Excellency  shall  think  proper  to  detain  or  confine  them  for  the 
purpose  of  exchanging  them  for  any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  in  the  Power  of  the 
Enemy.  We  shall  cause  them  to  be  remoTed  within  the  Shiemy's  Lines.  We  remain  your 
Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Serrants 

Egb't  Benson,  Jos'e  Strang,  Jonathan  O.  Tompkins,  Commiss'rs  for  Conspiracies  ftca. 
Westchester  County,  Aug't  29th  1778. 


[No.  1705.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Overrrules  Colonel  Van  Ness  and  Establishes  a 

Precedent. 

Claverack  August  26th  1778. 
Sir,  Yesterday  Major  Esselstyn,  of  Collo.  Robt.  Van  Renselaer^s 
Begiment,  offered  For  Qualifycation  To  me,  one  Jacob  Best,  as 
Appointed  for  a  Subalteran  officer  in  Oollo.  Renselaer's  Regiment 
and  this  Same  man  is  an  Inhabitant  in  a  Beat  or  Company  within 
the  Limits  of  my  Rigiment.  I  Did  not  Conceive  that  he  Could 
Consistantly  be  appointed  In  an  other  Rigiment,  and  upon  that 
Sepositlon  I  refused  to  Qualify  the  Said  Jaeob'^e^X.  ^'^'^^s^Odl.   X\* 
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upon  a  fair  Representation  of  the  Matter  your  Excellencey  Bhonld 

think  propper  To  Judge  this  Measure  Requisite,  I  Shall  Snbmitt 

and  Give  up  the  point.    For  This  Representation  I  mast  beg  jonr 

Excellency  to  Inquire  by  Peter  Cantine,  Esqr.  &  Qaartermaitcr   ^ 

Gemrych,  who  is  the  Bearer  hereof.    Mr.  Cantine  I  BeleiTe  Ii 

now  at  Poogkeepsie.    Those  Two  persons  are  well  aequaiiited 

with  the  Transactions  During  the  wliole  of  this  Dispute.    If  vonr 

Excellency  Should  be  of  Opinion  that  an  Inhabitant  Besidisf 

within  the  Limits  of  one  Rigiment  Can  with  any  Degree  of 

Legallity  be  appointed  a  Subalteren  oflScer  In  another  Rigimestl 

Shall  Give  up  the  point.    Till  Then  I  will  Look  upon  Jacob  Best 

to  be  Either  a  private  or  an  Exempt  and  Liable  to  Dp  Duty  In  mj 

Rigiment.     I  am  your    E^xcellency^s  Most  •  Obedlant  and   Very 

Ve^-y  Hum'e  Servant 

Peter  Van  New. 

To  Governer  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  29th  Aug't  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the  24th  &  28tk 
Instant.    Colo.  Van  Renselaer  gave  the  Council  of  Appointm^t  a 
full  &  I  believe  a  very  Candid  account  of  the  Time  of  Lieut  Bert 

at  the  Time  of  his  appointment..  And  tho'  they  mean  not  to 
establish  it  as  a  Presedent,  yet  in  that  particular  Case  they 
thought  it  Right  to  appoint  him  to  his  former  Rank  &  CommtDd 
tho  removed  out  of  the  Regt. 

Agreable  to  your  Request  I  inclose  you  Copies  of  the  List  of 
Associators  in  your  Regt.  &  Colo.  Whiting's  as  returned  to  ntf 
you  will  please  to  furnish  Colo.  Whiting  with  Copies  from  thote 

[G.a] 
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[No.  1706.] 
imony  of  Nathaniel  Morgan  in  the  Tan  Schaack  Robbery  Case. 

t  of  the  Examination  of  Nathaniel  Morgan*— who  ii  therein  named  John  Morgan, 
Nathaniel  Morgan,  alias  John  Williams: 

'bat  they  then  went  to  Doctor  Dncalon's— that  Ducalon  made  them  welcome  and 

ed  very  intimate  with  the  two  Sloss't— that  here  he  found  a  Scotchman  who  called 

i\t  by  the  name  of  Robert  Lewis  at  that  Time,  but  that  he  afterwards  heard  him 

t  Robert  Tonngs— that  he  had  a  Sore  leg— that  after  they  had  been  a  while  at  Duca- 

Duca!on  proposed  to  them  the  robbing  of  Van  Schaack  where  he  said  there  was 

»d  deal  of  bard  money— that  Ducalon  proposed  the  manner  of  dressing  themselre^- 

wo  Sloss's  were  to  put  on  two  wigs  which  Ducalon  provided  them  with,  and  they 

all  to  black  their  faces— that  about  Six  o'clock  in  the  Erening  they  left  Ducalon's 

went  to  Van  Schaack 's— that  Ducalon  told  them  that  if  any  Body  came  from  the 

e  they  should  fire  at  him— that  they  then  went  up  to  the  House— that  they  were 

I  little  distance  from  it  when  a  man  came  running  out— that  Ducalon  immediately 

ed  bis  piece  at  the  man,  and  it  Snapped  twice— that  after  committing  the  Robbery 

all  went  down  to  William  Bartow's  who  lives  at  the  River  Side— that  they  asked 

)w  whether  he  would  carry  them  across  the  River  with  his  Batteau,  which  he  told 

he  would,  got  the  Batteau  and  they  all  went  into  it.  and  crossed  the  River— that 

they  landed  on  the  east  Side  they  went  to  a  little  House  where  Ducaion  asked 

Candle — the  man  of  the  House  answered  he  had  none — Ducslon  said  he  must  have 

that  after  Searching  a  while  a  Candle  was  found— that  they  went  to  a  Small  Hut 

of  the  House  where  they  divided  the  money- that  Ducalon's  share  of  the  money 

tnted  to  eight  Silver  Dollars." 

>  above  is  truly  copied  from  an  Examination  of  Nathaniel  Morgan  which  is  in  the 
writing  of  Mr.  Leonard  Oansevoort,  Jun'r,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  for  detecting 
piracies  Ac.  at  Albany—  the  said  Examination  is  Subscribed  by  Cornelius  Humfrey, 
.,  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  is  tested  the  29th  August  1778.  And  the  s'd  Leonard 
evoort  lately  in  Court  made  Oath  that  the  said  Examination  was  taken  at  Claverack 
Morgan  was  apprehended  A  before  he  was  sent  to  be  committed  to  Albany  Oaol. 

John  McKesson. 


[No.  1707.] 
CONTINENTAL  TROOPS  AT  CHERRY  VALLEY. 
ieral  Ten  Broeck  on  Corporal  Punishments  and  Courts  Martial 
Generally — Appeals  to  the  Governor  for  Enlightenment. 

Albany  29th  Aug'st  1778. 
5ir,  I  acquainted  your  Excellency  some  time  ago,  that  I  had 
iered  a  General  Court  martial  for  the  Trial  of  such  of  the 
litia  of  my  Brigade  as  refused  or  neglected  to  march  &  those 
o  marched  &  deserted.  A  general  Court  martial  for  this  Pur- 
?e  I  appointed  to  Try  the  Delinquents  of  the  four  Southern 
gts.,  on  the  East  side  of  the  River  &  one  other  for  the  Trial  of 
)se  Regiments  to  the  northward  of  them  which  were  Ordered 
o  Service.     I  have  already  Informed  your  Excellency  that  the 

•See  page  665.  and  documents  1861  and  18S&,  NoVam^  VI, 
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number  of  Offenders  are  very  great.  The  last  mentioned  Court 
have  Reported  to  me  their  Proceedings.  The  former  have  Re- 
ported only  in  part;  they  are  still  Setting  &  I  Expect  their  farther 
Proceedings  soon;  they  meet  with  many  Diflaculties  in  getting  the 
Offenders  brought  before  them;  the  greatest  Offenders  keep  ont 
of  the  way  to  avoid  a  Tryal;  the  Officers  tell  me  it  is  Impossible 
to  have  them  apprehended  as  they  keep  Scnlking  in  the  woods. 
I  this  day  Rec'd'a  letter  from  Col:  Whiting*  of  which  I  inclose 
your  Excellency  a  Copy. 

The  Court  martial  which  have  Tryed  the  Delinquents  of  Col. 
Whiting's  Regiment  have  adjudged  Corporal  Punishments  or  pay 
a  fine  in  Commutation  thereof;  the  Court  in  this  Quarter  have  not 
adjudged  Corporal  Punishment  but  laid  fines,  on  failure  of  pay- 
ment have  directed  Imprisonment;  these  fines  have  been  (Jener 
ally  paid  &  not  one  person  as  yet  Imprisoned.  The  Officer  who 
delivered  me  Col.  Whiting's  letter  Informs  me  that  their  men  Ex- 
claim most  Bitterly  against  the  Corporal  Punishment  Ordered  by 
the  Court,  &  he  says  he  Conceives  it  will  be  Impossible  to  Carry 
it  into  Execution,  &  if  it  should  be  attempted,  that  it  will  Create 
Inconceivable  Disturbances,  as  the  men  appear  Determined  not 
to  Suffer  it;  the  men  he  says  in  general  are  very  Poor  &  Cannot, 
as  they  have  not  the  money  pay  the  fines  to  Commute  for  Cor- 
poral Punishment,  but  thinks  if  the  Corporal  Punishment  &  the 
one  half  of  the  fines  be  Remitted  that  they  may  be  able  &  willing 
to  pay  it  &  that  it  would  have  very  Salutary  Effects.  I  would, 
therefore,  beg  your  Excellency's  advise  on  this  Important  matter, 
as  also  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Courts  martial  above  men- 
tioned. I  have  Confirmed  the  Several  Sentences  of  Both  Courts; 
whether  it  is  Strictly  agreeable  to  the  letter  of  the  I>aw  I  don't 
know,  but  what  I  have  done  I  conceived  for  the  good  of  the  Ser- 
vice.    Perhaps  I  am  mistaken,  if  so,  I  wish  to  be  sett  Right  by 

*Se«  page  $94. 
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voJir  F'xr^lliiii  v:  I  would  also  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Pro- 
,  ..,.,i;i,-s  Mii^liT  nut  lo  have  your  Excelleneie's  approbation  or  Dis- 
appruLiaaun.  Will  it  be  neeessarv.  Sir,  to  appoint  another  Gen- 
eral Cuurt  or  Courts  martial  to  Try  such  of  the  militia  (whose 
nombt-r  is  still  great)  as  have  neglected  or  Refused  to  march; 
or  can  it  be  done  by  a  Regimental  Court;  if  this  can  be  done,  it 
will  save  the  great  Expense  of  a  General  Court  martial  (for  they 
Expect  to  be  paid  for  their  Services)  &  bring  the  offenders  more 
Speedily  to  Tryal.  Your  Excellency's  Goodness  will  I  hope  Ex- 
cuse the  Liberty  I  have  taken  in  Requesting  your  Sentiments  on 
theise  Several  heads.  As  it  seems  to  be  Quiet  to  the  westward  & 
about  300  Continental  Troops  are  Stationed  at  Cherry  Valey  & 
abont  the  same  number  at  Schohary,  &  as  the  time  of  Service  of 
the  militia  of  my  Brigade  now  at  those  places  Expires  the  17th 
Sep'r,  will  it  be  necessary  to  Order  an  other  i  part  to  those 
places  for  one  month  more;  in  this  I  wish  to  have  your  Excel- 
loicy's  directions  as  soon  as  Possible. 

I  was  mistaken;  not  a  man  of  Colonel  Livingston's  Regiment 
has  Joined  the  Detachment  at  Cherry  Valey;  the  few  that  were 
on  their  march  have  deserted;  what  must  be  done  with  these 
Folks?    I  Remain  with  great  Regard  Your  Excellency's  Most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  1708.] 
WoMkingtim  Directs  George  Clinton  to  Strengthen  the  Defences  in 

the  Highlands. 

Poukeepsie  29th  Aug't  1778. 
Dear  Sir;  I  am  this  Moment  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your 
■BceUenqr's  Letter*  of  yesterday.    It  shall  be  my  first  Business 

•Washlngtoa^B  latter  not  found. 
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to  order  out  a  Detachment  of  the  Militia  to  strenghthen  the  Ga^ 
rison  in  the  Highlands  tho  I  much  doubt  (considering  the  large 
proportion  which  are  constantly  kep  out  on  the  Frontiers) 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  march  &  keep  out  at  those  Posts  for  anj 
considerable  Time  a  Number  larger  than  the  least  mentioned  io 
your  Excellency's  Letter,  especially  as  the  Service  in  Garrison  [is] 
not  so  agreeable  to  them  as  that  of  the  Field.  At  the  same  Time ! 
have  not  the  least  Doubt  if  any  Movements  of  the  Enemy  shoud 
render  it  Necessary  that  I  shall  be  able  to  draw  out  a  Considerable 
Force  to  join  the  Army  immediately  under  your  Excellency's  Com- 
mand and  I  will  immediately  make  the  Necessary  Dispositions  for 
that  Purpose. 

The  People  having  entertained  high  expectations  from  the 
Operations  of  the  Fleet  &  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  will  withont 
Doubt  be  disappointed  on  finding  that  Count  D'Estaing  has  left 
that  Place  &  gone  to  Boston:  however,  I  make  not  the  least 
Doubt  but  that  they  will  suppose  it  for  the  best  &  that  the  In- 
juries the  fleet  must  have  sustained  in  the  late  Storm  has  occa- 
sioned this  sudden  movement. 

[G.  CI 
[To  Genl.  Washington.] 


[No.  1709.] 

Oearge  Clinton  Communicates  tcitk  a  Congressional  Committee  in 
Regard  to  Appointment  of  Officers  in  the  Continental  Line, 

Poughkeepsie  Aug't  29th  1778. 

Gentlemen,    I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  28th  Inst.    Id 

fii.swer  to  whicli  I  have  to  inform  you  that  as  early  as  the  29tb 

of  June  last  I  transmitted  to  Mr.  Morris  who  was  then  of  the 

Committee  of  Congress  for  settling  the  arrangement  of  the  Army 

fl  lieturn  of  Colo.  Gansevootl  "R^^^.  «i\j,^^^\^  V<^  X^^  wk^  ^«.tab- 
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mt  as  returned  by  him  to  me,  and  before  tbat  time  I  had  ako 

t  to  Mr.  Morris  similar  Betnms  of  Colo.  Dubois's  &  James 

ingston's  Regts. — ^in  these  Betnms  the  names  of  the  Snper- 

aary  OflScere  of  Merrit  of  those  Regiments  respectively  with 

ir  Recommendations  were  inserted.    I  was  employed  in  the 

itary  Line  at  the  time  the  late  Convention  by  their  Committee 

ned  the  Arrangem't  &  settled  the  Rank  of  the  Regts.  raised 

ler  the  Direction  of  this  State;  and  I  have  never  been  fnr- 

tied  with  any  part  of  their  Proceed'gfi  or  the  Principles  on 

ich  that  Arrangem't  was  made;  it  is  therefore  not  in  my  Power 

^ive  you  any  Information  on  that  Subject. 

'he  Constitution  of  this  State  is  altogether  silent  with  respect 

the  Appointm't  of  Officers  in  the  cont'l  line,  neither  has  the 

^slature  made  any  Provision  for  the  purpose:    yet  I  have  the 

atest  Reason  to  believe  that  the  Recommendation  of  the  Genl. 

leers  will  have  great  weight  with  those  who  may  be  authorized 

make  the  Appointm'ts.    I  shall  take  the  earliest  Oppertunity 

laying  this  matter  before  the  Legislature.    I  am  &c. 

G.  Clinton. 
e  hon'ble  Jos.  Reed  &  John  Banister,  Esqrs. 

?.  S.    The  Returns  above  alluded  to  may  be  much  sooner  ob- 

ued  by  applying  to  Mr.  Morris,  than  to  the  Colos.  especially 

lo.  Gansevoort's  as  he  is  now  at  Fort  Schuyler. 


[No.  1710.] 
Peter  R.  Fell  Wishes  Time  and  Pay  of  Brigade  Major. 

New  Bridge  30th  Aug't  1778. 
I  am  sorry  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  Excellency 

len  at  Camp  as  your  Brother  General  Clinton  tells  me  a  Certifi- 
45 
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cate  from  you  will  enable  me  to  receive  pay  for  the  Time  I 

served  as  Brigade  Major.     If  Your  Excellency  thinks  proper  I 

shou'd  be  paid,  a  Certificate  mentioning  the  Time  and  that  the 

Money  has  not  been  Received  will  much  oblige  Your  Excellency's 

Mofit  Obed't  Serv't 

Peter  R.  Fell. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1711.] 

Albany  Commissioners  of  Sequestration  Call  Colonel  William  Butler 

to  Account. 

Sir,  We  have  juat  to  inform  you  that  we  Commififiioners  of  Se- 
questration appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  are  jost 
arrived  at  this  place  and  perceiving  by  an  advertisement  baring 
date  22d  Inst.,  under  your  Signiture  that  you  entend  to  make  Sale 
of  Cattle  Brought  in  by  your  Scouts,  excepting  such  as  belong  to 
the  Honest  Inhabitants,  we,  therefore,  think  it  our  duty  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  in  Coneequence  of  a  Law  of  this  State,  we,  as 
Commissioners,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Cattle 
and  other  Effects  of  persons  gone  over  to  the  Enemy  and  make 
Sale  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  thifi  State,  have  a  right  and  do 
hereby  in  behalf  of  this  State  make  Demand  of  all  Cattle  &c.,  ac 
aforesaid  excepting  such  as  have  been  taken  from  the  Enemy 
which  they  where  Actually  Driving  of,  which  we  conceive  to  b^ 
plunder,  to  which  we  request  your  Immediate  Answer.  We  ar*' 
Sir  Your  most  humb'e  Serv'ts 

Mynd't  Roseboom,  Floris  Bancker,  Comm's. 

Schohary  31st  Aug't  1778. 

To  Col:  Wm.  Butler. 
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[No.  1712.] 

Governor    Clinton    Offers    a    Suggestion    for    the    Treatment    of 
Delinqiwnt  Militiamen. 

Poughkeepfiie  Aug't  Slflt  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  24th  Inst,  with  itfi  inclosures 

which  will  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  Appointm't  at  their  next 

meet'g.    I  am  surprised  to  find  that  out  of  your  whole  Brigade 

only  320  men  are  now  in  actual  Service;  when  the  County  of 

Ulster  alone  h^s  for  some  time  past  had  at  least  an  equal  number 

on  the  frontiers  of  that  County;  Orange  in  the  same  Proportion. 

I  cant  doubt  that  you  have  taken  great  Paine  to  get  the  men  out, 

but  I  am  certain  that  your  Officers  must  have  faiPd  in  their  Duty. 

They  have  Power  of  Trying  Offenders  Capitally  for  such  Neglects 

which  are  made  Desertion  by  the  Militia  Law.    They  may  inflict 

Corporall  Punishments  or  commute  for  Fines.    If  this  Authority 

"was  rigorouflly  exerted  in  a  few  Instances  on  the  most  refractory 

it  woud  not  fail  of  reducing  them  to  a  proper  Sense  of  their  Duty; 

you  ought  to  see  that  this  is  done. 

The  Enemy  at  New  York  &  its  vicinity  appear  to  be  in  a  general 
fermentation  &  from  the  best  Accounts  are  preparing  for  some 
great  Movem't.  In  Consequence  of  which  Genl.  Washington  has 
requested  one  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  strenghthen 
the  Posts  in  the  Highlands,  the  Times  for  which  the  Eastern 
Militia  who  now  garrison  them  were  to  serve  being  nearly  expired 
&  that  the  whole  be  in  the  most  perfect  Readiness  to  march  for 
the  Reinforcement  of  his  Army  shoud  the  same  become  necessary. 
The  first  part  of  this  Request  is  more  than  can  be  asked  from  the 
Militia  South  of  your  Brigade  without  doing  them  great  Injustice. 
It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  a  Proportion  of  them  be  taken  from 
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some  of  your  Regimentfi,  and  as  I  obeerve  that  Colo.  livingston'i 
&  the  Kinderhook  Regt.,  afford  you  little  or  no  Aid  on  the  Fron- 
tiers, I  am  induced  to  believe  it  will  be  best  to  afifiign  them  with 
one  good  one,  to  wit,  Colo.  Bobt.  Renselaer's  Regt.,  to  this  Ser- 
vice. You  will,  therefore,  on  Receipt  hereof,  order  one  fourth  Part 
of  those  Regts.  to  march  properly  Officered,  armed  &  equiped  to 
Port  Arnold,  without  Delay  &  that  the  Officers  make  me  a  return 
of  the  names  of  the  Officers  &  Men  which  may  be  classed  for  thm 
Service.  The  whole  Militia  at  the  same  Time  are  to  be  held  in  the 
most  perfect  Readiness.  The  French  Fleet  are  gone  round  to 
Boston  to  repair  the  Injuries  rec'd  in  the  late  Storm.  Lord  Howe 
sailed  from  the  Hook  last  Thursday  with  11  Sail  &  6  Britieh 
Regt.  on  Board.    In  all  probabillity  the  Operations  ag't  Rhode 

Ifiland  will  fail  for  the  present.    I  am  your  most  Obed't 

G.  C. 
The  hon'ble,  Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1713.] 
Colonel  Whiting  Carries  the  Case  of  His  Delinquents  to  Governor 

Clinton. 

Kings  District  Aug'st  31  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  think  my  Duty  to  acquaint 
you  of  the  State  &  circumstances  of  my  Regiment;  that  they  as  a 
body  have  ever  since  the  war  bin  zealously  ingaged,  not  Regard- 
iug  their  privet  concerns  or  interest  when  their  injured  ('ountry 
Call'd  for  their  assistance  ajjjaiust  the  Common  Enemy  &  the 
more  infamous  torys;  notwithstanding  I  was  so  unhappy  as  to 
iind  that  a  number  of  them  Did  this  Last  May  &  June  Disobey 
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orders  &  Desert,  when  at  the  wesward  to  gard  the  fronteirs;  that 
a  general  Court  martial  was  CalPd  which  gave  Judgment  against 
them  which  was  Ratefled  by  General  Tin  Broeck.  I  CalFd  the 
Delinquents  togather,  in  order  to  have  the  Judgment  put  into 
Execution  by  paying  the  money;  that  they  with  numbers  of  the 
Respectable  inhabitants  acquainted  me  of  their  indigent  circum- 
stancefi;  that  maney  of  them  who  Bais'd  provision  Enough  before 
the  war  &  to  spare,  are  now  obliged  to  Labour  for  their  Daly 
Bread ,  at  Days  work,  as  their  f armes  Could  not  be  attended  to 
by  Reason  of  the  war;  &  I  need  not  tel  you  that  their  wagers  by 
the  amazing  fall  of  money  is  very^trifeling  when  put  in  Compition 
with  necessarys  of  Life;  that  to  Exact  the  Several  Sums  from 
them,  (who  have  so  Largly  by  the  Repeated  Calls  into  actual 
Servis  as  none  of  them  have  slaves  or  servants  to  Leave  on  their 
farmefi  to  Cast  in  Sead  into  the  ground),  I  found  to  be  attended 
with  such  Delicacy  that  I  suspended  the  matter,  as  I  was  appre- 
hensive had  I  proceeded  to  collect  the  money,  they  must  have 
suffered  exetreamly  &  to  have  put  on  the  stripes  would  have  put 
the  District  in  the  greatest  flame;  &  I  am  of  opinion  it  woud  have 
Coord  their  zeal  if  not  Discouraged  them  in  the  cause.  I  wrote 
to  the  General  on  the  Subject  &  his  thoughts  on  the  matter  were 
such  that  he  chose  to  suspend  his  advice  for  a  few  Days.  In  the 
mene  time  I  thought  it  Expediant  to  inform  you  of  the  matter  & 
beg  that  I  might  be  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Directions  by 
Maj'r  Beebe,  the  barer  of  this,  to  whome  I  would  Refer  you  for 
more  perticulars,  as  he  is  a  Genteman  of  varacity  &  great  candor 
&  will  I  Doubte  not  give  you  a  more  Explicit  acount  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Regiment  in  general;  but  before  I  conclude,  I 
would  Beg  Leave  to  Remark,  that  if  the  men  can  be  Led  to  vew 
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the  Number  of  Indians  at  those  places,  some  thought  500  others 
600  &  others  fewer. 

The  Deponent  was  also  told  that  [Walter]  Butler  is  at  Cha- 
mong  with  1100  Indians. 

That  Brandt  commknds  at  Achquaga  &  that  their  Intentions 
is  not  to  Attack  the  Frontiers,  unless  the  British  Troops  make 
an  excursion  out  of  York.    Bread  very  scarce. 

Sworn  the  29th  Aug't  1778. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.  VI 


[No.  1715.] 

Chmvemeur  Morris  Notifies   Oovemor  CUnton  tJuU  an  Accurate 

Account  Must  be  Kept  of  Military  Stores. 

In  Confess  1st  Sep'r  1778. 
Sir,  A  Debate  just  now  in  the  House  relative  to  some  Cannon 
the  Property  of  the  United  States,  which  lately  arrived  in  a 
Southern  Port,  calls  my  Attention  to  a  matter  which  I  had  the 
Honor  of  mentioning  shortly  before  I  left  the  State  either  to  the 
Assembly  or  the  Council  of  Safety  of  which  I  was  a  member. 
Your  Excellency  is  not  to  be  informed  that  the  Cannon  of  the 
State  of  New  York  as  well>those  in  the  City  as  those  which 
were  at  the  Posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  were  frankly 
and  generously  submitted  to  the  Use  of  the  United  States.*  A 
)Day  of  Beckoning  must  arrive  and  I  hope  the  State  will  be  pre- 
pared with  an  accurate  Account  (among  other  things)  of  the  mili- 
tary Stores  which  they  have  furnished  to  the  Continent.  I  know 
well  there  will  be  great  Difficulty  in  collecting  the  necessary 
Documents  on  this  Occasion  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  more  worthy 
of  the  early  Attention  of  your  Excellency  and  of  the  Legislature. 
You  will  excuse,  Sir,  my  mentioning  to  you  a  matter  perhaps  not 
strictly  within  my  Line  upon  a  Principle  which  I  beg  you  to  be- 
lieve, that  I  cannot  on  any  Occasion  omit  attending  to  matters 
which  respect  the  Interests  of  those  I  have  the  Honor  to  repre- 
•nt.       I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Excellency's  obedient  & 

'He  Servant 

Gouv.  Morris. 
George  Clinton.] 

y'nnderstand  this  allatlon  of  GcuTerneiir  Morris's  the  rwUler  Is  referred  to 
IMises  803-316.  with  the  foot  notes  tinder  pm««e  VA-Vfl.— %tiAmieLvw»3Lk». 
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[No.  1716.] 

The  OommisHoners  of  Sequestration  Submit  Their  Side  of  the  Ccue 

to  Chvemar  Clinton. 

[Sept.  1,  1778.] 

May  it  pleas  your  Exoellancy,  Inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  Letter 
sent  Coll.  Butler*  on  Receipt  of  which  he  requested  us  to  wait  on 
him,  which  we  Immediately  did,  Bhew  him  our  Instructions  and 
came  to  the  following  agreement;  that  as  there  was  a  great 
Number  of  Cattle  and  Horses  Indiscraminately  brought  in,  num- 
bers of  which  belonged  to  the  well  affected  Inhabitants,  which 
.is  to  be  returned,  and  the  Remainder  to  be  sold  agreeable  to  Coll. 
Butler's  advertisement,  as  a  longer  detention  of  the  Sale  would 
Occation  a  great  Destruction  of  Fodder  to  the  Inhabitants,  and 
the  proceeds  arriffing  from  the  Sale  thereof  to  remain  in  Coll.  But- 
ler's hands,  untill  your  Excellancy  and  General  Washington's 
pleasure  is  known  Concerning  the* same,  wether  the  Proceeds 
should  be  refunded  to  us  for  the  use  of  the  State  or  distributed 
to  the  Soldery  as  plunder. 

Should  the  Soldery  be  Incouraged  to  plunder  the  Farms  as 
they  now  have  done,  (they  having  in  many  Instances  exceeded 
our  Instructions),  the  Inhabitants  would  be  in  a  verry  disagree- 
able Situation,  and  such  Incouragement  would,  we  conceive, 
Create  in  them  a  sort  of  Licentiousness  which  it  is  not  possable 
to  say  what  length  they  may  carry  it,  for  from  all  the  Informa- 
tion we  can  collect,  we  cannot  find  that  they  have  taken  any 
Cattle  or  Horses  Immediately  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Enemy. 
We  should  have  wrote  your  Excellancy  more  fully  also  Concern- 
ing General  Stark's  Conduct  but  being  short  of  time  and  paper 
prevents.    We  are  with  the  Greatest  respect 

Your  Excellancy's  most  Obedient  and  most  humb'e  Serv'ts 
Mynd't  Roseboom,  Floris  Bancker,  Commis's  Sequestration. 
To  His  Excellency,  GeoYg,^  C\\w\.o\i¥i%^t. 


;  ;\    •&©«  ^«ifL*%  1^  wv^  'na-'WL 
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[No.  1717.] 

liiCtiii  Remits  the  Sentences  Imposed  an  Colonel  Whiting's 
Men. 


Poughkeepsie  1st  Sep'r  1778. 
QoQi.  Ten  Broeck  has  transmitted  to  me  a  Copy  of  yonr 
^t0  Mm  of  the  26th  Ultimo  by  which  it  appears  that  sundry 
of  your  Regiment  have  been  tried  by  Court  Martial  for 
Hence  of  Orders  &  Neglect  of  Duty  &  sentenced  to  Corpo- 
rael  Punishment — That  Fines  are  imposed  in  Lieu  thereof,  for 
which  they  may  commute,  But  that  from  their  Indigent  Circum- 
stances they  are  unable  to  take  the  Benefit  of  this  Alternative. 
The  Spirited  Conduct  of  your  Regiment  on  former  Occassions 
induces  me  to  entertain  a  very  favourable  Oppinion  of  them  & 
to  believe  in  the  present  Instance  their  Crimes  have  proceeded 
from  Error  of  Judgment  rather  than  any  Design  of  Transgressing 
the  Law,  and  as  I  am  much  averse  to  the  inflicting  of  Ignominous 
Punishments,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  I  have  thought  proper  to  ad- 
TiBe  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  remit  it  in  the  Present  Case,  to  such 
as  you  shall  judge  proper,  trusting  at  the  same  Time  that  this 
Instance  of  Lenity,  instead  of  encouraging  them  to  a  Repetion 
of  their  Crime,  will  have  a  better  Effect  than  Punishment,  by 
inducing  them  chearfully  to  submit  to  their  Duty. 

I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  convening  the  Legislature  on 
the  first  of  next  month  for  the  Election  of  Delegates  in  Congress, 
as  the  Time  for  which  the  present  Delegates  are  elected  expires 
the  3d  of  next  Month,  &  I  expect  you  will  accordingly  give  your 
punctual  Attendance. 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  can  reach  you  that  the  French 
Fleet  have  left  Rhode  Island  &  gone  Round  to  Boston  to  repair 
the  Injuries  rec'd  in  the  late  Storm.    The  Enemy  at  New  Yort 
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&  its  vicinity  are  in  a  general  Fermentation  &  seemingly  prepar- 
ing for  some  great  Movement.  What  it  will  be  is  hard  to  Con- 
jecture.   I  am  with  great  Esteem  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Qeo:  Clinton. 

Colo.  Whiting. 


[No.  1718.] 

Oovernor    Clinton   Notifies   Richard    Peters    of   Major    Hatfield's 
Appointment  as  Commissary  of  Hides. 

Poughkeepsie  1st  Sep'r  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  this  Moment  received  your  Letter  of  the  20th  Ultimo 
In  Answer  to  which  I  begg  Leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclosed 
Copy  of  my  Letter  to  the  Board  of  War  of  the  11th  of  last  Month 
&  of  Major  Hatfield's  appointment  to  the  OflBce  of  Commissary 
of  Hides.  The  Original  Letter  I  delivered  to  Colo.  Ewing  to 
forward  &  Mr.  Hatfield  who  w^as  with  him  at  the  Time,  accepted 
of  his  Appointment  &  was  to  enter  immediately  on  the  Execu- 
tion of  his  Office.  Major  Hatfield  is  an  Industrious  man,  of  good 
Charecter  &  as  lie  has  heretofore  carried  on  the  Business  of 
Tanning  extensively,  he  is,  therefore,  well  acquainted  with  the 
Mode  of  curing  Green  Hides,  the  Knowledge  of  which  I  am  in- 
formed, is  essentially  n^p^ssary  to  the  executing  of  that  Office  to 
advantage.  His  Knowl^ge  also  of  the  Quality  &  value  of 
Leather  &  Shoes  will  enable  him  the  better  to  serve  the  public 
by  bartering  Green  Hides  for  those  Articles,  &  that  no  Time  may 
be  losst  in  that  necessary  Business,  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  shall 
be  transmitted  to  him  for  the  Government  of  his  Conduct,  with 
orders  to  publish  Advertisements  in  the  different  Papers  of  this 
&  the  Eastern  States  for  encouraging  the  bringing  into  Camp 
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be  exchanged  for  Hides.    I  am,  Sir,  with 

|r  most  Obed't  Ser. 

G.  0. 
Ir.  Sec'v  of  the  Board  of  War. 


[No.  1719.] 

Funii^ihes    President    Laurens    with    Eri4lence 
$1^  Hreaehes  of  the  i^arato(^a  Convention, 

Poukeepsie  1st  Sep'r  1778. 
DoDor  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency,  several 
ing  the  Infraction  of  the  Convention  of  Sara- 
of  the  Enemy.    They  contain  all  the  Evidence 
t  Btrictest  Attention  to  the  Business  I  have  as  yet 
of  that  Fact;  But  as  I  have  long  since  sent 
ito  Canada  for  this  Purpose  with  Directions  to 
Incoaragement  to  some  of  the  most  reputable  &  In- 
ane who  lived  in  the  Northern  Parts  of  this  State 
[SBemy,  &  being  included  in  the  Convention  went 
i  Canada  to  return  Home,  I  entertain  Hopes  of  being 
to  furnish  Congress  with  more  ample  &  conclusive 
this  Head.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great 

ExceUency's  Most  Obed't  Serv't 
1 1  Geo.  Clinton. 

tfj  Henry  Laurens,  Presid't  of  Congress. 


[No.  1720.] 
OFFICERS  TRIED  BY  COURT  MARTIAL. 

F&und  Gnilty  and  Captain  Miller  and  Lieutenant 
Tryan  AequUted. 

Goshen  Sepfr  1  1778. 
ease  Your  Excelly,  Agreeable  to  your  Order  of  the 
I  Court  Martial  was  held  at  this  place  &  a  Co^y  <^1 
Dgs  is  herewith  Subm\te&  lo  -jwit  ^l^t^^nNss^- 
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I  intended  to  have  called  before  s'd  Court  Capt.  Conrtright  of 
Col.  Allison's  Regt.,  who  has  been  had  before  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Detecting  &  Defeating  of  Conspiracies  and 
charged  with  haveing  held  a  Criminal  Corespondance  with  those 
paracides  that  went  from  Minisink  la^t  Spring  &  Joind  the 
Indians,  &  also  being  Privy  to  their  Scheems,  which  he  has  con- 
fessed; but  as  the  offence  was  not  commited  in  Service  of  cource 
he  was  not  subject  to  the  Continental  Articles  of  War,  nor  could 
we  find  the  Offence  taken  notice  of  by  the  Regulations  of  the 
Militia.  I  have,  therefore,  Suspended  him  from  acting  &  wait 
your  farther  Directions. 

I  was  charged  by  the  Members  of  the  Court,  to  mention  to 
your  Excellency,  the  propiety  of  considering  our  services  among 
the  Conitingencies  of  the  State  &  of  makeing  a  proper  alowence 
for  the  Same.  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Most  Obed- 
ient Humb'e  Serv't 

Benj.  Tusten,  Jur. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


Goshen  25th  Aug't  1778. 
A  General   Court  Martial   held  by  Order  of  His   Excellency 
George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  4&c.  of  the  State  of  New  York  for 
the  Tryal  of  Capt.  Benj'n  Vail  and  all  Prisoners  that  should  be 
brought  before  this  Court. 

Lieut.  Colo.  Tusten  President. 


Major  Blain 
Major  Johnston 
Capt.  Watkins 
Capt.  Faulkner 
Capt.  McBride 
Capt.  Guillespie 
Capt.  Clark 


Members 


Capt.  Jones 
Capt.  Sweesy 
Capt.  Bartholof 
^  Capt.  McCamly 
Capt.  Van  Doser 
Capt.  Pain 
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Lieat.  Jno.  L.  Moffat  to  act  as  Judge  Advocate. 
The  President  members  and  Judge  Advocate  sworn  the  Court 
djoumed  till  to-morrow  morning,  Eight  OClock. 

Lug- 1  26thj  the  Court  met  according  to  Adjournment. 
^t  Benjamin  Vail  of  Colo.  McClaghry's  Eegt.  brought  be- 
this  court  and  charged  by  Lieut.  Colo.  Newkirk,  with  Dis- 
ag  Orders,  in  refusing  to   march    to    Fort    Arnold    when 
ftilj  Ordered- 

Charge  being  read  to  the  Prisoner,  plead  not  Guilty  but 

that  he  Received  Colo.  Newkirk  Orders  to  march  to 

[Arnold,  but  did  not  march  agreeable  to  said  Order,  alledg- 

hla  Defeore  as  followeth  Viz:  that  when  he  receved  Colo. 

;lrk's  Orders  he  was  on  Duty  at  Peenpack,  then  returned 

^n  order  to  go,  but  reflecting  on  the  Disorders  and  fears  of 

lily,  Occationed  by  the  apprehention  of  Danger  from  the 

he  could  not  think  of  leaving  home  at  that  Critical  time, 

noDstrated  to  Colo.  Newkirk  and  Desired  to  be  excused 

fme,  Declareing  his  Willingness  to  take  the  next  Tour  of 

received  for  answer  that  he  could  not  be  indulged.  On 

twas  prc^paring  to  go,  but  was  taken  sick,  of  which  he 

lation  to  Colo.  Newkirk. 

after  examining  and  Considering  the  Charge  and 

^tie  Prisoner,  the  Question  being  put  wheather  the 

IS  Guilty  or  not,    Unanimously    Judged  him  to  be 

I  order  that  he  pay  as  a  flne  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars 

to  his  place  of  Honour  and  Trust  as  formerly. 
\m  Miller,  of  Colo.  Hathorn's  Regt.,  brought  before 
Charged  by  Colo.  Cantine  with  leaving  his  post  at 
er's  and  Retiring  to  Maj'r  Johnis  Decker's, 
being  read  to  the  Prisoner,  confessed  his  retiring 
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as  afforesaid,  but  offers  the  following  reasons,  viz:  that  his  partj 
only  consisted  of  Twenty  one  men  and  their  amunition  not 
amounting  to  three  rounds  Pr  man,  and  not  above  one  meal  of 
meat,  and  three  Day®  Provition  of  Flour  in  the  Fort;  and  a  few 
days  before  the  evacuation  of  the  Fort  there  was  a  Scout  sent  np 
to  Coshahton  and  had  a  Skirmish  with  the  Indians  and  took 
three  Prisoners  which  Declared  that  Butler  and  Brant  was  com- 
ing down  with  their  army,  and  two  days  afterwars  Capt  Miller 
was  informed  by  a  man,  that  had  been  up  the  Deleware  Ri?er 
and  saw  three  Indians  or  white  men  painted*,  they  being  on  the 
other  sid«  of  the  River,  which  told  him  that  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy  was  a  Coming  to  Mnnisinck  and  offered  to  make. oath  ot 
the  same.  Then  Oapt.  Miller  considering  the  Condition  he  was  in 
as  above  mentioned  thought  prudent  to  evacuate  the  Fort. 

Lieut.  Colo.  Newkirk  being  sworn  saith  that  in  conversation 
with  Capt.  Miller,  both  before  and  after  his  leaving  his  post,  he 
had  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  ware  scant  of  am- 
unition and  the  Deponent  saith  that  said  Miller's  orders  was  Dis- 
cretionary in  holding  the  Post,  in  case  that  Capt.  Miller  had  in- 
teligence  that  a  Superior  force  was  comeing  against  his  Post,  and 
further  that  on  his  leaving  the  Ground  he  should  inform  the  De- 
ponent of  the  same  which  was  done. 

The  court  after  hearing  the  evidences  and  alligations  for  and 
against  Capt.  Miller  are  of  Oppinion  that  he  has  acted  up  to  the 
Line  of  his  Duty  and  do  order  that  he  be  acquited  of  the  charges 
against  him  and  with  Honour  be  restored  to  his  place  of  power 
and  trust  as  formerly. 

Adjourned  'till  Eight  O'Ciock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday  27th  Aug't  the  Court  met, 

Lieut.  Tryon,  of  Colo.  Allison's  Regt.,  brought  befor  this  court 
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and  Charged  by  Col.  Cantine  with  Deserting  his  post  and  using 
Discouraging  Language  among  the  Soldiery. 

The  Charge  being  read  to  the  Prisoner,  plead  not  Guilty. 

Capt.  Jackson  being  sworn  saith  that  on  the  20th  Instant  he 
received  inteligence  of  the  enemy's  approaching,  which  Oc- 
cationed  some  Disorder  and  Confusion  among  the  men,  by  reason 
of  their  Cartridges  being  stole  two  nights  runing  before  the 
allarm,  but  in  the  time  of  their  Confusion  Lieut.  Tryon  asked  the 
Deponent  if  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  cross  the  Neversink 
Kill;  the  Deponent  did  not  recollect  the  Answer  he  gave,  but  in- 
tended if  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  and  attacked  him,  to  pased 
said  Kill,  and  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  shortly  was  in- 
formed' that  Lieut.  Tryon  went  to  get  his  Horse  at  some  short 
Distance  from  the  place  of  Bandezvous,  and  a  little  while  after- 
wards returned  to  his  post  and  the  Deponent  is  of  Oppinion  that 
Lieut.  Tryon  wou'd  not  been  absent  had  not  it  been  for  his  horse, 
nor  would  he  been  gone  so  long  had  his  horse  been  where  he  put 
himj  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  Lieut.  Trvon  behaved  him- 
self at  all  other  times  of  DiflBculty  and  Trouble  as  a  good  faith- 
full  and  trusty  OflBoer  ought  to  do,  in  every  Respect,  and  the  De- 
ponent saith  that  he  made  inquiry  if  said  Tryon  used  any  Dis- 
couraging Language  amounge  the  men;  he  could  not  learn  that  he 
did;  Neither  did  he  believe  he  had  done  the  like. 

The  Court  after  hearing  the  evidences  and  alligations  for  and 
against  Lieut.  Tryon  are  of  Oppinion  that  he  is  innocent  of  the 
-Charges  alledged  against  him  and  do  Order  that  he  be  acquited 
of  the  same,  and  Restored  with  Honour  to  his  place  of  power  and 
trust  as  formerly. 

Adjourned  'till  further  Orders  from  His  Excellency. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Court. 

Benj.  TuBten,  Presid't. 
46 
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[No.  1721.] 
Protests  Against  the  Injustice  Dane  to  Captain  John  Copp. 

Gentlemen,  As  an  honest  Man  and  a  Friend  to  our  Armj,  I 
take  the  Liberty  to  trouble  you  with  a  particular  Matter  ia  tk 
important  Business  you  are  now  upon,  relative  to  Captain  Cop^* 
of  the  first  New  York  Battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Goote 
Van  Schaick,  who,  I  am  informed,  without  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Lieutenant  Colonel  or  myself,  is  left  out  of  the  Arrangement  of 
the  Begiment  for  the  New  Establishment,  not  as  a  Sapemumarr, 
but  as  an  OlBcer  unfit  for  Serrice,  which  is  such  an  Act  of  Cmeltr 
to  this  Gentleman,  and  Injustice  to  the  Berrice,  that  I  cannot 
help  declaring  it  to  you  Gentlemen,  (As  every  good  OflScer  in  the 
Army  that  has  heard  it,  do  among  themselves),  not  doubting  too 
will  hear  the  Circumstances,  and  do  Justice  to  the  injured. 

Captain  Copp  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  Spirit  &  Education, 
who  withstood  every  Persuasion,  and  sacrificed  the  Friendship 
and  Protection  of  all  his  Friends  who  were  Gentlemen  of  the 
greatest  Note  and  Fortune  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  entered 
through  Principle  the  Continental  Army  at  the  Commencement 
of  the  War. — Since  which  Time  he  has  always  served  with  Repn- 
tation,  and  when  Opportunity  offered,  distinguished  himself  in 
the  Field,  particularly  in  the  Battle  of  Monmouth. 

And  now  through  Jealousy  of  a  Few  of  his  Equals,  and  private 
Fique  of  a  Superior  in  Commission,  there  is  an  Attempt  made  to 
turn  him  out  of  the  Service  that  his  whole  Soul  is  engaged  in, 
with  a  murdered  Reputation.  Pardon,  Gentlemen,  the  Warmth 
qt  mv  Language  that  may  appear  to  reflect  on  a  superior  Officer. 
It  flows  from  an  honest  Heart,  that  is  free  from  a  single  unjust 
kto  motive.     I  am  now  on  my  Way  to  Fishkills,  on  Businett 
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that  will  not  admit  of  Delay;  in  two  or  three  Days  I  shall  do  my- 
self the  Honor  to  wait  on  you,  when  I  expect  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel'^  Return^  and  make  no  Doubt  of  his  Concurrence  in  this 
matter. 

With  the  greatest  Respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gkntlemen^ 
Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Benjamin  Ledyard,  Major  1st  New  York  Begt. 
August  31st  1778. 

The  Honorable  The  Commissioners  for  arranging  the  Army. 

Copy. 


Park  of  Artillery  Sept'r  1st  1778. 
Gentlemen,  Being  informed  that  Capt'n  Copp  is  left  out  of  the 
Arrangement  of  the  New  York  Troops,  and  the  Reason  assigned 
for  this  Act  of  Injustice,  is,  that  he  is  unfit  to  serve.  This  As- 
sertion is  unjust  and  not  founded  on  Truth;  as  Captain  Copp's 
Spirit  and  Abilities  are  well  known,  not  only  to  myself,  but  to 
every  Officer  who  has  served  with  him  in  Canada  and  elsewhere. 
The  Duty  I  owe  my  Country  Induces  me  to  do  him  this  Justice. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  Ser- 
vant 

John  Lamb,  Colo:  Artillery. 

Hon'ble  Commissioners  of  Arrangement. 


Camp,  near  White  Plains  Sept'r  2d  1778. 
Gentlemen,  Though  I  have  not  the  Honor  of  being  personally 
acquainted  with  either  of  you,  you  will  excuse  the  Liberty  I  take 
in  recommending  Captain  John  Copp  to  your  particular  Notice. 
He  has  long  commanded  a  Company  in  Colonel  Vw\  ^-^^^^il^ 
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Regiment  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  though  his  Bepotation 
is  unsullyed  I  am  told  his  Name  is  left  out  of  the  Arrangement 
of  the  New  York  OflScers  now  under  your  Consideration.  I  own, 
I  feel  myself  deeply  interested  in  Captain  Copp's  Welfare,  as  we 
were  Fellow  Students  at  College,  and  I  always  concieved  the  most 
favorable  Opinion  of  his  Abilities  and  Gentlemanly  Conduct. 

His  Zeal  for  the  Liberties  of  his  Country  impelled  him  to  sac- 
rifice many  respectable  Connections  and  the  most  flattering  pri- 
vate Views,  and  accept  of  a  Commission  in  the  Army  at  a  very 
early  Period.  He  served  with  General  Montgomery  in  his  Ex- 
pedition to  Canada,  and  gained  g^eat  Applause.  Last  Campaign, 
he  was  in  the  Northern  Department,  and  I  can  assure  you  with  the 
greatest  Truth)  that  I  never  heard  the  least  Suspicion  to  his 
Prejudice. 

These  Reasons  lead  me  to  wish  he  may  be  continued  in  the 
Army  on  an  honorable  Footing;  I  could  urge  many  more  in  his 
Favor,  were  I  not  convinced  he  will  find  the  best  Advocates  in 
your  Justice  and  Sensibility. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Gentlemen,  with  the  purest  Esteem, 
your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Robert  Troup,  Aide  De  Camp  to  Major  General  Gates. 
The  Honorable  Commissioners  for  arranging  the  Army. 


[No.  1722.] 
Gouverneur  Morris  Discusses  Finances  and  Taxation. 

Philadelphia  2d  Sep'r  1778. 

Sir,  The  rai)id  Depreciation  of  the  Continental  money  as  it 

grt'Utly  occupies  the  attention  of  Congress,  so  it  calls  aloud  for 

the  united  Efforts  and  wisdom  of  every  State  of  every  Individual. 

Taxation  is  the  on\y  B.emeA^  ^lTl^  \\.  V^  Yi-S  \ift  means  a  meer  meta- 
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phor  to  Bay  that  Exi>edients,  however  they  may  for  a  Time  pal- 
liate, only  encrease  the  Evil  considered  with  a  View  to  the 
radical  Cure.  Need  I  to  you,  Sir,  or  to  those  who  I  have  the 
Honor  to  represent  and  whose  political  Character  for  wisdom  & 
Firmness  I  am  most  happy  to  say  stands  high,  Need  I  observe, 
that  if  by  Funding  our  Paper  the  immense  circulating  medium 
could  be  so  reduced  that  the  Bills  were  brought  on  a  Par  with 
Specie,  the  Debt  tho  nominally  the  same,  would  in  Fact  be  much 
greater  because  the  Produce  of  the  Country  being  low,  it  would 
require  so  much  more  of  it  to  pay  the  same  Sum.  Early  in  this 
Controversy,  the  War  carried  on  in  Canada,  brought  a  very  great 
Sum  of  money  into  our  State.  At  that  time  I  wished  to  adopt 
Taxation  which  would  even  at  that  Hour  have  been  productive 
in  a  great  Degree.  It  was  not  adopted.  Money  it  is  said  and 
justly  is  like  water  always  seeking  a  Level;  heap  it  up  and  it  will 
iLii  from  you;  take  it  out  and  it  will  run  to  you.  The  amazing 
Price  of  the  Produce  of  our  State  at  Present  demands  serious 
attention.  If  the  Farmer  is  taxed  a  Bushel  of  Wheat  now,  he  is 
taxed  (as  I  am  told)  four  Dollars;  by  and  bye  if  taxed  a  Bushel  of 
Wheat  he  will  be  taxed  only  one  Dollar.  I  will  not  draw  any 
Consequence  but  add  that  if  a  considerable  Sum  is  taken  now  it 
will  releive  the  State  greatly  hereafter. 

I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  & 

humble  Servant 

Gouv.  Morris. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1723.] 
Tico  More  Tories  Refuse  to  Take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

Bute  of  New  York  Ss.  To  hii  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  GoTemor  of  the  Stat* 
of  New  York.  General  and  Commander  In  Chief  if  all  the  mllltU  and  admiral  of  the 
nary  of  the  same. 
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In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  Entitled  "  an  Act  more  effeet- 
'*  uall7  to  prerent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  example  of  persons  of 
"equivocal  and  SuH>ected  Characters  in  this  State/'  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Ex- 
cellency that  Joseph  Teed  and  William  Brady  of  Dutchess  County  yeomen,  haTlng  lerer- 
ally  appeared  before  us,  and  being  respectirely  tendered  by  us,  the  Oath  in  the  said 
act  Contained  did  sererally  refuse  the  same,  and  that  unless  your  Excellency  Shall  think 
proper  to  detain  them  or  either  of  them  for  any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  in  the 
power  of  the  Enemy,  we  shall  Cause  them  Respectively  to  be  removed  to  Some  plaee 
within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

Robt  Harpur,  Com.  E.  Wynkoop,  Jr.,  Peter  Cantine,  Jur.  Zepha.  Plitt,  Commissioners. 
Poughkeepsie  2nd  September  1778. 


[No.  1724.] 

THE  FAILUKE  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

A  Letter  from  General  Sullivan — Moving  Provisions  to  the  Earttcard. 

White  Plains  2nd  Sept.  1778. 

Sir,  The  extraordinary  necessity  under  which  we  labour  at 
present  for  forwarding  a  large  quantity  of  Provisions  to  the  east- 
ward, and  the  very  poor  condition  in  which  most  of  our  public 
horses  and  oxen  are,  oblidges  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  begging 
you  would  be  so  good  as  give  your  advice  to  the  bearer  Major 
Hale,  in  what  part  of  the  state,  and  by  what  means  the  least  dis- 
tressing to  the  inhabitants,  a  large  number  of  waggons  (I  hope  not 
less  than  a  hundred),  could  be  immediately  raisd,  for  transporting 
that  Provisions  as  far  as  Danbury,  and  bringing  Provisions  from 
Tarrytown  into  Camp,  that  our  Horses  and  oxen  may  gett  a  little 
rest,  as  otherwise  in  a  month  more  they  will  be  rendered  useless. 
Those  who  come  may  depend  upon  the  best  usage,  a  generous 
Price  and  immediate  payment,  as  soon  as  their  work  is  done, 
which  would  not  detain  them  above  a  fortnight  after  their  ar- 
rival at  Kings  Ferry  where  part  of  the  provisions  now  lay,  and-  the 
rest  is  dayly  expected.  In  short,  Sir,  I  can  not  see  what  the 
Army  will  do  if  we  have  not  a  considerable  assistance  from  the 
upper  part  of  this  State. 

The  Day  before  yesterday  a  party  of  our  Indians  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  the  Enemy's  V\ft\\\.  \io\^vi,  ^\vo  ^\\^\  ^VvUV^  skirmishing 
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retreated  (probably  on  purpose),  and  by  that  means  drawed  the 
Indians  after  them  into  an  open  field,  after  passing  a  small  part 
of  which  they  found  themselves  attackd  in  the  rear  by  a  body  of 
ipfantry,  and  in  front  by  the  retreating  light  horse  who  had 
returnd  to  the  charge: — ^nineteen  of  the  Indians  are  a  missing, 
six  of  whom  have  been  found  dead  on  the  field  of  action,  the 
others  are  supposed  to  be  taken  Prisoners;  we  have  likewise  lost 
a  Capt.,  and  six  Soldiers  in  that  affair.  By  a  Letter  from  General 
Sullivan*  we  had  the  following  intelligence: 

On  the  night  preceding  the  29th  it  was  determind  to  retreat  to 
the  north  end  of  the  Island,  the  baggage  &  heavy  cannon  being, 
therefore,  sent  off;  the  Army  was  putt  in  motion,  leaving  Colonels 
W.  S.  Livingston  and  Laurens  with  the  light  infantry  as  a  rear 
guard;  the  Enemy  by  some  means  having  gott  intelligence  of  the 
movement  followd  in  two  Columns,  by  the  two  roads  which  lead 
from  J^:  Port  to  the  north  end  of  the  Island,  and  about  daylight 
came  up  with  the  rear  guaird,  who  skirmishd  with  them  and 
still  kept  retreating  in  good  order,  the  General  not  willing  to 
bring  on  the  action  at  that  place,  sent  them  but  small  reinforce- 
ments; they,  therefore,  continued  to  skirmish  and  retreat  till  they 
joind  the  main  body,  upon  which  the  Enemy  attempted  to  turn 
the  right  wing,  but  their  motion  for  that  purpose  being  timely 
discovered,  a  strong  reinforcement  was  sent — we  skirmishd  with 
the  Enemy  a  great  part  of  the  day;  at  last  the  action  became 
nearly  general,  and  lasted  allmost  an  hour,  when  the  Enemy 
gave  way  and  retreated  with  precipitation:  The  loss  was  very 
considerable  on  both  sides,  and  several  officers  on  our  side  have 
fallen,  though  the  General  hopes  (as  the  letter  is  dated  from  the 
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one  waits  impatiently  for  the  x>articulars  none  of  which  hare 

yctt  arrivd. 

Whether  the  French  fleet  will  or  will  not  return  to  Bhode 

Island  seems  not  thoroughly  known;  much  must  depend  upon 

that  circumstance.    I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  much  respect 

&  esteem,  Sir,  Your  jnost  obed.  &  very  humble  Ser't 

TJdny  Hay. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1725.] 
DEATH  OP  HABMANUS  DUMON. 

Colonel  Cantine  Avers  He  Was  Shot  hy  a  (hiard  from  the  Schohark 
Rangers — A  Successful  Foraging  Expedition. 

Marbletown  4th  Sept.  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  The  misfortune  of  Harmanis  Dumon^s  Death  or  Be- 
ing Wounded,  I  Received  the  28th  Ultomo  which  was  then  Sap- 
posed  to  Be  Done  By  the  Enemy,  whose  Number  was  Computed 
(By  those  who  Brought  the  Intelligence  first)  to  Be  about  two 
Hundred,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Detatchment  at  Little 
Shandakan  of  Colo.  Sneyder's  Regim't  to  Joyn  those  at  great 
Shandakan,  Being  one  Company  of  about  fifty  men  of  Colo.  Has- 
brouck's  Regim't  and  forty  out  of  my  own,  which  whould  have 
made  a  Body  of  about  one  Hundred  and  thirty  men.  But  the  time 
of  Colo.  Hasbrouck's  men  was  Just  Exspired  and  those  who 
where  to  Releif  them  not  yet  Come,  which  freequently  is  the 
Case,  with  those  Releifs.  So  that,  all  the  men  on  those  two  posts 
Could  muster  But  about  Seventy  or  Eighty  men,  with  which  I 
Intended  to  have  marched  Immediately  to  Packatackan,  But  on 
my  arival  at  Great  Shandakan,  I  found  None  there  But  those 
of  my  own  Regim't,  Colo.  Sneyder's  Not  Being  Come,  On  account 
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of  Not  haveing  a  SuflStient  Supply  of  provision  Ready,  (as  they 
Say).  I  then  was  oblidged  to  send  for  them  a  Second  time,  on 
which  they  Immediately  Came.  I,  previous  to  this,  had  Sent 
three  men  as  Spies  to  that  place,  who  were  to  meet  me  four  mile 
from  Packatackan.  Next  morning  I  proceeded  on  my  way.  Came 
there  about  four  o'Clock  in  the  after  Noon  with  Seventy  men 
with  me.  Buried  Dumon  that  afternoon,  who  was  Dyed  the 
Night  after  he  was  Shot,  and  By  the  Best  Information  I  Could 
git  he  had  Been  Shot  By  our  own  ganrd  from  Scohary;  there 
where  two  men  Belonging  to  the  gaurd  who  where  know  to  Be 
the  Sons,  of  a  man  who  formerly  teatched  School  at  Packatackan, 
Since  moveed  to  Scohary  and  Belong  Now  to  Harper's  Rangers, 
as  I  have  Been  Informed  by  the  people  of  Packatackan.  After 
they  had  Shot  Dumon  and  was  Lying  in  his  Bed,  Some  of  them 
Said  they  had  a  mind  to  tomahack  him;  Stript  him  of  his  Shouse, 
Buckles,  hat  and  Some  other  trifles.  I  Shall  Not  Inter  Into  the 
perticnlars  of  the  Behavour  of  that  ganrd,  as  I  have  Directed 
those  of  the  Inhabitants  I  Could  Depend  on,  to  go  to  Colo.  Paw- 
ling and  make  affidavits  thereof,  who  has  promised  me  to  trans- 
mit them  to  your  Excellency  as  Soon  as  he  Could  Collect  them 
together.  I  whould  only  mention  that  Dumon  was  &  has  Been  I 
the  eheif  man  we  Depended  on  for  Intelligence  from  that  Quar-  | 
ter,  and  Petter  Burger  and  Albartus  Sluyter  where  Never  known 
or  held  to  Be  Enemys  to  their  Cuntry^  who  have  Been  Plundered 
by  them  of  all  ye  whearing  apparal  Belonging  to  their  families. 
I  have  Distroyed  and  Brought  of  all  kind  of  provisions  in  that 
place,  Leaving  None  of  ye  families  or  their  affects,  But  ye  afore- 
seid  Sluyter  and  Burger  and  one  Fradrick  Kittle  (with  Bearly 
So  much  grain  and  milk  Cattle  as  to  maintain  their  families)  they 
Solesited  it  as  a  favour  of  me,  to  Let  them  Stai^.    \  XsjXj^  S>aRi\a. 
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I  was  willing  to  Do  any  thing  for  the  good  of  their  families,  But, 

that  I  Exspected  that  i?e  favour  they  askt  whoold  prove  their 

Ruin.    Kittle  has  promised  me  to  give  Intelligenc  if  I  Send  to 

him  by  persons  who  he  Can  Depend  will  Not  Deceive  him;  the 

Scout  I  had  to  Papakton  is  Returned;  they  have  Brought  one 

Commans,  who  is  a  Commarade  of  Birch  whome  they  Say  they 

have  wounded;  Hendrick  Bush  they  Happened  to  See  on  ye  op- 

posit  Side  of  the  River;  thay  Endeavoured  to  make  him  Stand, 

But  he  Steping  forward  Behind  a  tree,  Seven  of  them  fired  and 

Lodcred  Seven  Balls  in    the  tree  he  Stud  Behind;  the  River  their 

Being  to  Deep  to  waid,  made  His  Escape  Leaving  his  hat  Behind 

him.    Thay  have  Brought  of  Very  Considerable  of  Sheeps,  Hogs, 

and  Cattle  also  a  Quantity  of  Dears  Leather;  Destroyed  all  ye 

grain  on  the  River  for  tweenty  miles,  Exceept  Indian  Com  (the 

they  where  but  thirteen  In  Number).     I  will  Send  a  Scout  to 

Destroy  that  as  Soon  as  possible.    There  are  Some  who  offer  Vol- 

lenteryly  to  go  to  Aughquago.     I  whould  Be  glad  to  have  your 

opinion  wether  advisable  to  Let  them  go. 

I  am  with  Esteem  Dear  Sir  Your  affectionate  frind  &  Hum'e 

Ser't 

John  Cantine. 

To  his  Excellency,  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  1726.] 

Ooverrwr  Clinton  Issues  an  Order  Based  on  Colonel  Udny  Hays 

Request. 

SepV  4th  177.<5. 

It  belli j^  n^presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  that  a 
number  of  Teams  are  wanting  which  cannot  be  supplied  by  the 
Qr.  Jlr.  Genl.  on  U\e  vvi^^^'t  Emergency  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
port'g  Pro  visions  lot  V\\e  M^e  ol  W\vi^\\^w\N  ,^\i^^^  <:t5^.^Ss:?5.5^^^. 
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having  applied  to  his  Excellency  for  his  advice  &  assistance 
in  the  Premises,  his  Excellency  therefore,  requires  the  Justices 
of  the  difP't  Districts  within  this  State  to  exert  themselves  in 
aiding  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  or  his  Assistants  in  procuring  Teams  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid  by  strictly  execut'g  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State  in  such  Case  made  &  provided. 


[No.  1727.] 
Association  of  Exempts  in  Kings  District,  Albany  County. 

We.  the  Subscribers,  Being  Under  the  Age  of  fifty  five  years, 
who  Have  held  Civil  or  Military  Commisions  and  have  Not  been 
reappointed  to  our  Respective  Rank  of  Office  or  being  betwen  the 
Age  of  fifty  and  fifty  five  years  Do  hereby  Severally  Engage,  that 
we  will  Respectively  on  All  Occasions,  obey  the  orders  of  our 
Respective  Commanding  Officers,  and  will  in  Case  of  invasion  or 
Incursions  of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrection  March  to  Repell  the 
Enemy  or  Surpress  such  Insurrections  in  the  Like  manner  as  the 
Enrolled  Militia  are  Compelled  to  do,  so  as  we  shall  not,  when 
Called  out  in  Detachments  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regiment  or 
company,  or  be  under  amediate  Command  of  any  other  than  our 
own  officers.  Witness  our  hands  this  4th  Day  of  September  in 
the  year  1778. 

Zadoc  Chapin,  Silas  Howard,  Alexander  Mcqueen,  Jonathan 
Avery,  Walles  Hurd,  Joseph  Attwell,  Thaddeus  Noble,  Asa  Pres- 
ton, Jacob.  Farington,  Samuel  Russell,  Hezekiah  Baldwin,  Elijah 
Skinner,  David  Finney,  Solomon  Wright,  Nathan  Chatham, 
Parker  Pabody^  Samuel  Ralph,  Jonathan  Rus,  John  Strananhan, 
Eri  Jones,  Samuel  Portor,  Saml.  Jacocks,  David  Williams,  Asa 
Peese,  David  Spensor,  Tenes  Curlier,  3aeob  Y^rrv*.,  ^^^<«fi^»iB^ 
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Seelye,  Gideon  King,  George  Darrow,  David  Wright,  Noah  T» 
rey,  Samll.  Lewis,  Elnathan  Griffeth,  Jonathan  Dowgles,  Iiaae 
Herrington,  Moses  Jones,  Zebulon  Bobbins,  Jnr.,  Peter  Ayre. 


We,  the  Subscribers,  being  a  Majority  of  the  Company  of  A* 
sociated  Exempts  enrolled  on  the  other  Part  of  thia  Sheet  of 
Paper  do  hereby  Recommend  to  the  Honorable  the  Council  d 
Appointment:  Thaddeus  Noble,  to  be  Captain;  Jonathan  Doag- 
less,  to  be  st  Lieutenant;  Moses  Jones,  to  be  sd  Lieutenant;  ffi 
jab  Skinner,  to  be  Ensign  of  the  said  Company.  Witness  o« 
hands  this  4th  Day  of  September  in  the  Year  1778.  Kings  District 
in  Albany  County. 

Zadoc  Chapin,  Silas  Howard,  Alexander  Mcqneen,  Jonathn 
Avery,  Walles  Hurd,  Joseph  Attwell,  Asa  Preston,  Jacob  Parinf 
ton,  Samuel  Russell,  Heze.  Baldwin,  David  Finnej,  Solomci 
Wright,  Nathan  Chatchum,  Parker  Payboy,  Samuel  Ralph,  Joiii- 
than  Rus,  John  Straahan,  Eri  Jones,  Samuel  Porter,  SamL 
Jeeocks,  David  Williams,  Asa  Peese,  David  Spencor,  Tenes  Cl^ 
tis,  Jacob  Ferris,  Nehemiah  Seelye,  Gideon  King,  George  D«- 
row,  David  Wright,  Noah  Torrey,  Samll.  Lewis,  Elnathan  Grif- 
fetli,  Jacob  Herrington,  Zebulon  Bobbins,  Junr.,  Peter  Am 
Nathan  Peabody,  Israeel  Phelps. 


[No.  1728.] 

d'orcnifn'     Clinton     JirronuiundH     I'rofvssor    Aildisons     School   at 
hiiKjston  fnr  Young  Mr.  Pari^, 

Poughkeepsie  4th  Sep'r  1778. 

K('v'(l  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  28th  Ultimo 

hy  younj^  Mr.  Paris.     It  will  jxive  me  j^reat  Pleasure  to  render 

tlic  Son  of  so  \Vort\\\  v\  VvxVVwV  v^Nvn^^  s^v-xVv^^  \xi  wvv  Power  * 
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I  shall  be  happy  if  any  Aid  I  can  give  him  will  enable  him  to 
acquire  a  Gharecter  in  Public  life  equal  to  that  which  his 
Worthy  Father  maintained  &  support  it  with  like  Reputation. 

From  the  Conversation  I  have  had  with  the  young  Gentleman, 
I  find  that  he  has  not  a  sufficient  Acquaintance  with  the  learned 
Languages  to  enter  upon  the  Study  of  the  Law  to  Advantage 
&  that  he  is  deficient  also  in  Point  of  Mathematical  Knowledge 
which  is  equally  useful.  It  is,  therefore,  my  Oppinion  that  he 
ought  to  spend  at  least  a  year  or  two  at  some  good  Schooll  where 
he  may  acquire  a  Competent  Mathematic  Knowledge  &  of  the 
Latin  Language,  And  for  this  Purpose  (if  you.  Sir,  &  Mr.  Paris 
agree  with  me  in  Sentiments)  I  woud  recommend  him  to  the 
Academy  under  the  Direction  of  Mr.  Addisson  at  Kingston  as 
the  best  &  Cheapest  I  know.  He  shall  have  my  warmest  Recom- 
mendation to  the  Tutor  and  any  Familly  with  whom  he  may 
chuse  to  Board.  My  House  shall  be  always  open  to  his  Vissits 
whenever  a  Relaxation  from  his  Studies  will  admit.    I  am  Sir 

with  great  Regard  Yours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
The  Rev'd  Mr.  Gros. 


[No.  1729.] 
Daniel  Denton  Refuses  to  Take  the  Oath  of  AUcgiunce, 

SUte  of  New  York  Ss. 

To  his  Excellency  George  CliDton  Esquire  GoTercor  of  the  State  of  New  York  General 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  SUte  Entitled  "  An  act  more  effect- 
"  nally  to  prerent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  Influence  and  example  of  persons  of 
"  EquJTOcal  and^asp€Cted  Characters  In  this  State."  We  do  hereby  notify  your  Excel- 
lency that  Daniel  Denton  of  Ulster  County,  having  appeared  before  us.  and  being  by  us 
tendered  the  Oath  in  the  said  act  Contained  did  refuse  to  take  the  same,  unless  your 
Xxeellency  Shall  think  proper  to  detain  him  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  him  for  any 
0(  thm  Subjects  of  this  SUte  in  the  power  of  the  Enemy  we  shall  cause  him  to  be  re- 
to  lome 'place  within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

Peter  Cantine,  Jur.  Com.  E.  Wynkoop,  Jr.  Robt.  Harpur,  Commissioners. 
September  4th  1778. 
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[No.  1730.] 

Thomas  Busaell  Bequests  Permission  to  Import  250  Barrels  of  Flour 
into  Massachusetts. 

Boston,  September  5,  1778. 
May  it  please  Your  Excellency,  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Town 
being  drove  to  great  Distress  on  Account  of  the  very  great 
scarcity  of  Flour,  has  induced  me  to  apply  to  Our  Council  for 
a  recommendation  through  that  Hon'bl  Board,  to  your  Excel- 
lency, for  leave  to  import  into  this  State,  Two  Hundred  ,&  fifty 
Barrens  of  Flour  for  the  Use  of  its  Inhabitants  only;  the  Council 
conscious  of  the  most  speady  Method  being  immediately  adopted 
to  supply  the  Town,  have  given  me  the  Inclos'd  Recommenda- 
tion to  your  Excellency  to  import  into  this  Town  by  my  Friend 
&  Agent  Peter  B.  Livingston,  Esqr.,  in  whose  Name  must  beg 
Your  Excellency  to  give  the  permission  for  that  purpo&e.  I  am 
very  Respectfully  Your  Excellency's  Most  Humble  Servant 

Thorn's  Russell. 
To  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  Paughkeepsie. 


[No.  1731.] 

Exempts  Within  Limits  of  Colonel  Hathorn^s  Regiment^    Orange 

County, 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  Exempts  of 

Col.  John  Hathorn's  Regiment  of  Militia  of  Orange  County,  in 

obedience  to  the  Act  for  Regulateing  the  Militia  of  this  State, 

have  ascociated  and  voluntary  Elected  our  officers  in  manner 

following  Viz.   Benjamin  Edsall,  Captain;  Richard  Welling  first 

and  John  Vance  Second  Lieut;  &  Anthony  Finn  Ensign;  and  we 

do  hereby  recommend  the  said  Benj'n  Edsall  Capt.  Rich'd  Well- 
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ing  first  John  Vance  second  Lieut.,  &  An'y  Finn  Ensign,  and  do 
Engage  to  do  our  duty  respectively  in  Confonnity  to  the  said 
Militia  Law;  we  hope  your  Honourable  Board  will  Issue  Com- 
missions agreeable  to  the  said  Recommendation.  Witness  our 
hands  this  Fifth  Day  of  September  1778.  The  Hon'ble  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

John  Price,  John  Wood,  Nathaniel  Minthorn,  Bichard  Jonston, 
John  Thorp,  Samuel  Lobdell,  John  Hopper,  John  Armstrong, 
John  Debow,  Jonas  Roe,  David  Jones,  Richard  Heriman,  Augus- 
tain  Rogers,  Witter  Cure,  David  Rogers,  Thomas  Goldsmith, 
Thomas  Decay,  James  Miller,  Abraham  Alyea,  John  Bigger, 
William  Howard. 


Warwick  Fifth  September  1778. 
Gentlemen,  This  may  Certify  that  we  were  pressent  and  saw  the 
Exemptd  within  named,  subscribe  the  within  recommendation  and 
we  know  nothing  to  the  Contrary  of  the  persons  herein  recom- 
mended being  strict  friends  to  the  Independancy  of  America. 

John  Hathorn. 
The  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Appointment  for  the  State  of  New 
York. 


[No.  1732.] 

Oavemor  Clinton  Specifies  Wha4  Offences  Are  of  a  Capital  Nature— 
The  Troops  at  Schoharie  and  Cherry  Valley. 

Albany  5th  Septemb'r  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  Hon'd  with  your  Excellency's  favors  of  the  31st 
Ultimo  &  1st  Instant  with  a  letter  Inclosed  for  Colonel  Whiting. 

I  have  Ordered  agreeable  to  your  Excell'cys  directions,  one 
fourth  part  of  Colonel  Rensselaer's,  Livingston's  &  Van  Alstyn's 
Begim'ts  to  march  to  Fort  Arnold  without  delay. 
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I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  a  militia  Regimental  Court 
martial  have  the  Power  of  Trying  Persons  who  have  Refused  or 
neglected  to  march,  after  notice  given,  or  having  marched  who 
have  deserted,  &  whom  the  militia  Law  declares  shall  be  dealt 
with  as  Deserters,  are  these  Capitol  Offences,  will  your  Excel- 
lency be  so  good  as  to  Inform  me? 

I  inclose  your  Excellency  Copy  of  Returns  Rec'd  from  Scbohary 

&  Cherry  Valey,  These  Detachments  are  Ordered  to  be  Relieved 

on  the  17th  Instant,  by  a  like  Number  from  the  Respective  Regts. 

mentioned  in  these  Returns.     We  have  no  Paymaster  here  to 

pay  off  the  militia,  this  Causes  them  to  Complain  greatly.     I  am 

with  great  Respect  Your  ExcePcys  Most  Obdt.  Humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Exceircy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


A  general  Return  of  the  militia  Stationed  at  Schohary  under 
the  Command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Beekman  Aug'st  27th  1778. 
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Jolvu  A.  Beekman,  Lt.  Col. 


Public  Papbrs  op  Oeobgb  Clinton. 


737 


A  Betarn  of  a  Detachment  of  militia  under  the  Command  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Barent  Staats  on  Command  at  Cherry  Valey. 
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Cherry  Valey  27th  August  1778. 

Copy. 

Barent  Staats  Lt. 

Coll. 

Pooghkeepsie  Sept'r  10th  1778. 
Sir,  His  Excellency  the  Gov'r  (who  is  gone  a  small  Distance 
into  the  Country)  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  Bec't  of  your 
favor  of  the  5th  Inst,  with  the  Betums  inclos'd  and  to  inform 
yen  (that  in  his  Opinion)  the  Offences  alluded  to  in  your  Letter 
are  of  a  capital  nature  &  therefore  cognizable  at  a  GenL  CL 
martial  only,  the  Proceed'gs  whereof  should  be  reported  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  for  his  approbation.    I  am  &c. 

Bobt.  Benson. 
The  hon'ble  Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 
47 
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[No.  1733.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  ACTS  WITH  PROMPTNESS. 

Directs    Colmui    William    Butler    to    Apprehend    Mr.    Dumon-$ 
Murderers  and  Turn  Them  Over  to  the  Civil  Authorities. 

Marbletown  Sep'r  5th  1778. 

'S'r.  Inclosed  I  Send  your  Excellency  Some  affidavits  which 
points  out  that  their  has  been  a  party  of  men  from  Schohary,  to 
Poughkataken  Killd  Haramanus  Dumon;  Carry'd  of  a  Number 
of  Horses,  and  Many  other  articles  which  are  not  Numerated  in 
the  affidavits;  Dumon  was  the  only  Friend  we  had  in  that  Settle- 
ment; he  Continued  Their  as  long  as  he  Thought  him  Self  and 
family  Safe;  at  lenght  thought  him  Self  In  danger,  moved  Down 
with  his  family,  whent  up  with  his  waggon  To  fetch  Some  things 
he  had  left,  was  killd  by  Men  who  have  acted  with  the  greatest 
Imprudence. 

I  also  Inclose  a  letter  which  I  Just  Now  Rec'd,  Sent  me  from 

Rochester;  the  bearer  Informd  mo,  that  a  party  of  the  Enemy 

Lad  been  last  night  and  burnt  Three  houses,  killd  one  Andries 

Shnrker,  and  took  Peter  Miller  and  one  Ephram  Baker  prisoner. 

what  number  of  the  Enemy  I  have  not  h«nird,  they  sent  ShurkerV 

wife,  to  John's  G.  Hardenbergh's  with  the  l^etter.     These  people 

lived  not  far  From  Hardenbergh.     I  have  no  perticular  account 

To  give  of  the  matter,  1  expect  Coll.  Contine  will  write  to  your 

Excc^llency,  and  give  you  the  perticulars.     1  am  S'r  with  great 

Esteem  your  Most  Humble  Serv't 

Levi  Pawling. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


P— 6th  Sep'r  1778. 
]>'r  Sir,  I  have  received  your  L(*tter  of  yesterday.     I  have  only 
Time  to  Answer  it  by  T^lvixnu^  ^^\x  Vo  Wi^  \Tiv^»«fe<^  \fL^^cs  to 
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rolo8.  Butler  &  Cantine  for  your  Perusal  which  you'l  please  when 
you  have  read,  to  stal  &  deliver  that  to  Ck)lo.  Cantine  to  the 
Bearer  Mr.  Keator.  Mr.  Dumond  tells  me  you  have  consented  to 
be  the  Bearer  of  the  other.  I  am  extreamly  sorry  to  hear  the 
account  of  nc»w  Misschief  on  the  Frontier  &  wish  sincerely  it  was 
in  my  Power  to  take  more  effectual  Measures  to  give  the  Inhab- 
itants perfect  protection  &  safety.    I  am  with  great  Regard  Your 

Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
The  original  affidavits  are  returned  inclosed. 

Colo.  Pawling. 


Poughkeepsie  6th  Sep'r  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  By  a  Number  of  Affidavits  which  will  be  handed  to 
you  by  the  Bearer  you  will  learn  that  Hamanus  Dumond,  late  an 
Inhabitant  of  Poughetaghten  on  the  Delaware,  was  lately  cruely  / 
murdered  by  a  Party  of  Men  supposed  to  be  from  the  Neighbour  ) 
hood  of  Schohary  under  the  Command  of  Colo.  Harper.  What 
adds  to  the  Cruelty  of  this  transaction,  is  that  Dumond  had  for 
some  Time  Passt  remained  at  his  Habitation  at  Poughataghten 
at  the  Request  of  Colo.  Cantine,  who  commands  the  Militia  in 
actual  service  on  the  Frontiers  of  Ulster  &  Orange  Counties  for 
the  Purpose  of  acquiring  &  transmitting  him  Intelligence  which 
he  had  frequently  done.  But  the  Danger  increasing  in  that 
Quarter,  he  was  now  moving  into  the  securer  Settlements  with  his 
Effects,  of  which  the  Party  who  Shot  &  plundered  him,  after  he 
was  mortally  wounded,  even  of  his  wearing  apfmrel,  was  informed 
&  ooud  not  doubt.  You  will  also  perceive  by  the  Affidavits,  that 
several  other  of  the  well  disposed  Inhabitants  were  plunderi*d  of 
their  Bflfects  by  this  Party.  Placing  the  greatest  Confidence  in 
yon  &  considering  you  as  immediately  Commanding  tliii  HvVvVsa^ 
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in  actual  Service  in  your  Quarter,  I  have,  therefore,  to  request 
that  you  will  cause  the  Effects  of  Dumond  &  the  other  Persons 
who  were  plundered  by  the  above  Party,  to  be  restored  to  the 
Bearer,  for  the  use  of  the  owners,  and  that  you  will  deliver  the 
Delinquents  over  to  the  Civil  Authority  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  their  Crimes.  I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect  Yoar  most 
Obed't  Serv't 


Colo.  Wm.  Butler  Com'g  at  Schohary. 


[G.  C] 


[No.  1734.] 
LOANS  TO  THE  STATES. 

Funds  Advanced  hy  the  National  Oavemment — Oouvemeur  MarrWs 
Patriotic  Utterances. 

Philadelphia  6'  Sep'r  177a 

Sir,  By  Doctor  Jones  who  will  deliver  this  to  your  Excellency, 
I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  enclose  a  short  memorandum  of  the 
Sums  advanced  from  the  CJontinental  Treasury  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union.  I  shall  make  no  Comments.  The  Paper 
contains  Infocniation  and^  therefore,  1  have  sent  it  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's Prudence. 

Doctor  Jones  hath  informed  me  that  a  Law  lately  passed  bears 
viyry  hard  upon  many  Individuals  of  the  State  of  N.  York,  who 
being  willing  to  become  faithful  Subjects  are  nevertheless  in- 
capable fi-om  what  they  call  conscientious  Principles  to  take  an 
Oath  prescribed  in  it.  This  Information  is  corroborated  from 
other  Quarters.  What  the  Law  or  Oath  are  I  know  not,  nor  will 
I  pretend  even  to  sup[>ose  that  against  either  there  is  well- 
grounded  Cause  of  Complaint.  Seriously,  I  have  too  good  an 
(>j|>iiiion  of  our  Legi^VaUue  VoXiViYv^N^VW^  ^^\\\d  wantonly  sport 
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with  the  Feelings  of  mankind.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  mentioning, 

that  in  my  Opinion  it  is  not  good  Policy  to  banish  nsefnl  Citizens, 

Eind  that  it  ie  better  to  bend  the  Spirit  of  Legislation  at  Times 

even  to  the  Prejudices  of  the  People,  than  to  scatter  the  Riches 

and    Strength   of   the  State  among  Strangers — what  is  worse 

among  Enemies.    Excuse  me,  Sir,  If  I  am  too  free.    I  am  of  no 

Party  but  that  of  my  Country  aad  as  I  always  have,  so  I  trust 

I  always  shall,  consult  her  Interests  according  to  that  measure 

of  abilitieB  which  it  hath  pleased  Heaven  to  dispense  to  me. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  deep  Respect  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  humble  Servant 

Gouv.  Morris. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 

New  Hampshire 679,000  Maryland 607,000 

Massachusetts 1,150,000  Virginia 370,000 

Rhode  Island 1,392,000  North  Carolina 700,000 

Connecticut 676,000  South  Carolina 930,000 

New  York 485,000  Georgia 1,036,000 

New  Jersey 546,000                                     

Pensilvania 2,182,000  11,002,000 

Delaware 49,000 


[No.  1735.] 

TO  DESTROY  OQUAGA. 

Governor  ClinUm's  Orders  to  Colonel  Cantine— Public  Property  Not 

Private  Plunder. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  Sp'r  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  received  your  I^etter  of  th<»  4th  Instant  with 
an  Acooont  of  the  Unhappy  Fate  of  Uemianus  Dumond,  and  I 
am  tliis  Morning  favoured  with  a  Letter  from  Colo.  Pawling  v^&r 
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closing  Sundrj  Affidavits  on  that  Subject  of  which  the  proper 
use  will  -be  made.  Colo.  Pawling  informs  me  that  the  Enemj 
night  before  last,  burnt  three  Houses,  killed  one  Andrus  Shurker, 
&  took  Peter  Miller  &  Ephraim  Baker,  Prisoners.  This  Missehief, 
if  I  understand  the  Geography  of  the  Country  &  am  not  misstaken 
as  to  the  particular  Situation  of  the  above  Persons'  Ilabitations, 
might  have  been  prevented  had  your  Guard  occupied  its  first 
Post  at  I^ackawack.  Colo.  Pawling  also  transmitted  me  a  liCtter 
subscribed  with  the  Mark  of  Capt.  Ben  Shank  &  John  Bennope 
a  Copy  of  which  you  have  inclosed. 

I  am  much  surprized  to  learn  that  the  Parties  of  Militia  which 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  Settlements  on  the  Delaware  to  remove 
the  Cattle  &  Effects  from  thence,  and  thereby  prevent  their  serv- 
ing as  Supplies  to  the  Enemy,  have  considered  what  they  have 
brought  off  as  Plunder  &  accordingly  appropriated  the  same  to 
their  own  Use.  Upon  what  Principle  or  by  what  Authority  this 
is  done  you  must  best  know.  That  it  is  contrary  to  every  Idea 
of  Justice  &  good  Policy  &  will  be  productive  of  much  Missehief 
is  certain.  I  am  bound,  therefore,  to  call  upon  you  to  exercise 
your  Authority  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Detachments  of 
Militia  in  actual  Service  on  the  Frontier  of  Ulster  &  Orange 
Counties  not  only  to  prevent  the  like  abuses  in  Future,  but  to 
have  the  passt  to  be  rectified  as  far  as  may  be  in  your  Power. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  we  are  not  to  have  Peace  on  our  Fron- 
tier, uutill  the  Straggling  Indians  &  Tories  who  infest  it  are  ex- 
terminated or  di-ove  back  &  their  Settlements  destroyed.  If. 
th(M-efore,  you  can  destroy  the  Settlenumt  of  Acrquago  it  will  in 
my  Oppinion  be  a  good  PIchc*  of  S(»rvice.     I  am  Sir  Your  Most 

Obed't  Ser't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Cantine.l 
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lieve  that  Genl.  Starke  has  been  punished  or  even  n 

his  OfiTence  which  you  will  readilly  perceive  is  no  lesi 

ing  iinployed  the  Authority  &  Arms  of  the  Continent 

Liberties  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State — that  the  Silei 

gr(^s  on  this  Occassion  after  the  Matter  was  refem 

Decission  by  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  may  be 

as  countenancing  these  unwarantable  Measures. 

The  Indians  &  Tories  continue  to  commit  Depredati 

western  Frontiers — last  week  they  destroyed  3  Bern 

men  &  carried  off  two  Prisoners — and  a  small  party  of 

who  pursued  &  fell  in  w'th  them  had  their  Officers  &  2 

w'thout  doing  the  Enemy  any  Injury  that  I  can  learn. 

great  Respect  Gent.  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo. 

The  hon'ble  The  Delegates  for  the  State  of  New  YoA  in 
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